SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OUTREACH AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Outreach and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Wednesday, 4 August 2010

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
Naomi Campbell Asks for Media Ban / The Torchlight

Page 3

Taylor Seeks Delay in Campbell Testimony / Concord Times

Page 4

UN Mourns Loss of Salone Peacekeepers / Concord Times

Page 5

International News
Charles Taylor's Lawyers try to Delay Naomi Campbell Testimony / Telegrapg.co.uk

Pages 6-7

Supermodel Naomi Campbell to Give Evidence in Liberian President… / London Evening Standard

Page 8

4 UNAMID Peacekeepers Die in Car Crash in Nyala / Radio Miraya

Page 9

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 10-15

Transitional Justice: The Need for a Multifaceted Approach / Thewip

Pages 16-17

Prosecutor Says Halting Lubanga Trial Was Erroneous And Excessive / The Lubanga Trial

Pages 18-19

Closure for Cambodia / The Washington Post

Page 20

ECCC Brought no Fairness to the People of Cambodia / The Phnom Penh Post

Page 21

New "War Crimes" Lawfare / Hudson New York

Pages 22-23

Take Stance on Bashir Arrest, Group Tells Africa / Reuters

Page 24

3

The Torchlight
Wednesday, 4 August 2010

4

Concord Times
Wednesday, 4 August 2010
Taylor Seeks Delay in Campbell Testimony

5

Concord Times
Wednesday, 4 August 2010

6

Telegrapg.co.uk
Tuesday, 3 August 2010
Charles Taylor's lawyers try to delay Naomi Campbell testimony
Defence lawyers acting for Charles Taylor have made a last-ditch attempt to delay Naomi Campbell from
giving her "blood diamond" testimony on Thursday at the former Liberian president's war crimes trial.
By Bruno Waterfield

Charles Taylor is being tried on 11
counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity Photo: AP

Courtenay Griffiths QC, acting for
Mr Taylor, accused prosecutors of
using Miss Campbell's fame as "a
cheap publicity stunt" to grab
headlines for a two-year case that
normally attracts little media
interest.
"Already the public gallery, we are told, is packed out. It has never been the case throughout the
proceedings," he said.
"It will bring to the public mind again all the negative things said about Charles Taylor over the years."
The former African leader is being tried on 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He is
accused by prosecutors of using "blood diamonds" - gems mined in war zones to fund insurgencies - to
back a war carried out by rebels in Liberia's neighbor Sierra Leone.
Security staff have been instructed by the war crimes court to prevent any photographs or filming of Miss
Campbell’s entry or exit from the hearing on Thursday.
Following a request from her lawyers, the court agreed that “there are legitimate grounds of concern for
security and privacy by virtue of her public persona and intense media scrutiny relating to her anticipated
testimony”.
Sir Ken Macdonald, the former Director of Public Prosecutions, has been given clearance to represent her
and to be heard on the admissibility of questions put to her.
Critical to their case is an allegation that he presented Miss Campbell, 40, with a large uncut diamond as a
gift after a gala banquet hosted by Nelson Mandela, South Africa's then-president, in 1997.
The claim is supported by statements from Mia Farrow, the American actress and Carole White, the
model's former agent. Both give evidence to the court, in The Hague, next week.
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Mr Taylor, 62, has dismissed the story as "totally incorrect" and has denied ever owning, selling or
trading diamonds to buy weapons for rebels in Sierra Leone.
"Campbell is a material witness as it was to her that the accused chose to give the diamond he supposedly
did not have," said a prosecution statement.
Miss Campbell has also denied the allegation and was issued with a subpoena after initially refusing to
discuss it with prosecutors.
"Naomi has not done anything wrong. She is a witness and not on trial herself. Whilst she would rather
not be involved in this case at all, she will nevertheless attend to assist the court as requested," said
Gideon Benaim, her lawyer.
In a written statement to the court, Miss Farrow, also a guest at the dinner with Mr Mandela 13 years ago,
said that Miss Campbell had told her the "unforgettable story" over breakfast the next day.
"She told us she had been awakened in the night by knocking at her door. She opened the door to find two
or three men - I do not recall how many - who presented her with a large diamond which they said was
from Charles Taylor," she said.
Miss Farrow has also claimed that Miss Campbell had told her she would donate the diamond to one of
the former South African leader's children's charities.
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London Evening Standard
Wednesday, 4 August 2010
Supermodel Naomi Campbell to give evidence in Liberian President trial
Supermodel Naomi Campbell is expected to appear at the Special Court for Sierra Leone in the Hague
tomorrow to give evidence in the case against former Liberian President Charles Taylor.
Taylor is charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity including murder, rape and
conscripting child soldiers.
The 62-year-old is accused of arming and controlling Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front, a rebel
force responsible for widespread atrocities.
Campbell was issued with a subpoena to attend court after actress Mia Farrow and the model's former
agent, Carole White, said she received a rough diamond from Taylor after a charity party hosted by
Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997.
The prosecutors say Taylor's alleged possession of rough diamonds is a "central issue" in the case against
him, and supports allegations he was carrying the diamonds to sell or exchange for weapons for the RUF.
Campbell at first appeared unwilling to give evidence, telling a TV journalist earlier this year: "I didn't
receive a diamond and I'm not going to speak about that, thank you very much." She then lashed out at a
camera and stormed out of the interview.
Later she told talk show host Oprah Winfrey she did not want to be involved in the case and did not want
to put her family in danger.
Prosecutors say they made repeated efforts to interview the model and were eventually forced to issue a
subpoena, compelling her to attend court, due to her "consistent refusals" to speak.
Taylor told the court he never carried, owned, sold or traded diamonds for weapons.
He described Farrow's story as "totally incorrect".
Taylor was elected president of Liberia in 1997 but was forced to step down six years later and went into
exile in Nigeria.
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Radio Miraya
Tuesday, 3 August 2010
http://www.mirayafm.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3691:death-of-4-unamidpeacekeepers-in-car-accident-in-nyala&catid=85&Itemid=278

4 UNAMID peacekeepers die in car crash in Nyala

The United Nations/African Union Mission in Darfur
(UNAMID) said that four of its peacekeepers have died in a
car accident in Nyala town, South Darfur State on Sunday.
Speaking to Radio Miraya, the UNAMID Spokesman, Chris
Charles, said that the accident occurred when the Sierra
Leonean peacekeepers' vehicle which was on its way from the
airport to Nyala town collided.
Meanwhile, the Nigerian President, Goodluck Jonathan, has threatened on Monday to keep his nation's
troops out of UN peacekeeping mission unless rules of engagement are changed to help prevent soldiers'
deaths. Addressing an international seminar, President Jonathan said, "I wouldn't want to lose one soldier
carelessly, and for that reason, the UN also needs to change rules of engagement if Nigeria's soldiers must
be involved in peace operations".
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
3 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
Public Works, UNICEF Host Workshop for Operation and Maintenance of Hand Pump and Other Rural
Water Sources
[Heritage]
•
•
•
•

The Public Works Ministry in collaboration with UNICEF Liberia has concluded a five-day workshop on
hand pump operation and maintenance in Buchanan, Grand Bassa County.
The workshop brought together over 25 participants from government and non-governmental circles,
including officials and members of community-based organizations and other institutions operating in the
water, sanitation and hygiene sector.
According to Assistant Public Works Minister for Community Services George K. Yarngo, the workshop was
intended to educate participants about standard operational and maintenance guidelines required to keep
hand pumps in good working condition for longer period of time.
Various topics dealt with at the workshop included the technology and categories of hand pump,
maintenance system and strategy, types of maintenance, and global positioning system training, and data
collection analysis and storage.

6000 Farmers to Benefit from EU, FAO, Agriculture Ministry Vegetable Project
[Daily Observer]
•
•
•
•

The Agriculture Ministry in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has embarked
on the training of farmers from five counties.
FAO Deputy Coordinator J. Kanie Merfee said the Agriculture Ministry and the FAO had conducted two
separate training of trainers’ workshops that brought together 83 participants, including farmers and
implementing partners from five counties.
He said the participants were trained in nursery making and care, fertilizer application, pest management,
compost making and use, as well as harvesting, processing, storage and marketing.
Mr. Merfee said about 6,000 farmers from Bong, Margibi, Montserrado, Bomi and Grand Bassa counties
were selected by the Agriculture Ministry, CARI and FAO to benefit from the European Union (EU) funded
vegetable project.

Local News on Liberian Issues
President Sirleaf Signs Threshold Bill into Law
[New Democrat, Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, In Profile Daily, Front Page Africa, The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has signed into law the joint resolution prescribing an electoral threshold for
representation in the House of Representatives.
Reports say the resolution was signed on July 29, upon the President’s return from the Independence Day
celebrations in Nimba County.
Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio said the President has sent the resolution to the Foreign Ministry
to be printed into handbill.
Mr. Badio said the joint resolution may not be the best document, but the President sees it as a guide to the
2011 elections and sustenance of Liberia’s democracy.
The joint resolution retains the current number of representative seats and creates additional nine seats to
be divided among some hugely populated counties.
The counties include Montserrado, Nimba, Bong, Grand Bassa, and Lofa.

Liberia’s Ambassador to US Recalled
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[New Democrat, New Vision, Daily Observer, Heritage, The Inquirer, In Profile Daily, Front Page Africa, The
Informer]
•
•
•

Liberia’s Ambassador to the United States has been recalled.
The Executive Mansion says President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf recalled Ambassador Nathaniel Barnes for
consultation and possible reassignment.
It is not yet clear whether Ambassador Barnes who contested the 2005 elections on the ticket of the Liberia
Destiny Party was involved in any malpractice.

Unity Party, CDC Run-off Election Set for Today
[New Democrat, New Vision, Daily Observer, Heritage, The Inquirer, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Elections Commission (NEC) has announced that voting will take place today in River Gee
County District number three run-off by-election.
The Co-chairman of NEC said logistical preparations have been finalized with polling materials and staff
being deployed across the electoral district.
Cllr. Elizabeth Nelson said 5,000 ballot papers have arrived in the country for the run-off poll which will
begin from 8am to 6pm today.
Cllr. Nelson said the ballot papers and other sensitive materials are being packaged for distribution across
the sixteen polling places in River Gee District Number Three.
The NEC Co-chairman called on the seven thousand thirty-six registered voters in the district to turn out in
their numbers and vote to fill the vacant seat.
According to Cllr. Nelson, results from the run-off by-election will be announced immediately after the
results are tallied and collated.
The two run-off candidates include Christian Chea of the ruling Unity Party and Philbert Toe of the
opposition Congress for Democratic Change.

Former PUL President Threatens NEC with Lawsuit
[The Analyst]
•
•
•
•
•
•

A former Press Union of Liberia President based in the US has cautioned the National Elections
Commission (NEC) against the reapportioning of electoral constituencies.
Mr. Abraham Massaley believes the joint resolution by the Legislature leading to the passage of the
threshold bill is unconstitutional.
Mr. Massaley argues the resolution contravenes article 80(d) and (e) of the constitution and seeks to
deprive thousands of Liberians of equal representation.
Article 80(d) of the constitution states that each constituency shall have an approximately equal population
of 20,000 or such number of citizens as the Legislature shall prescribe in keeping with population growth
and movements.
Mr. Massaley has threatened a writ of prohibition against NEC should it attempt to apportion constituencies
under the joint resolution.
According to the former PUL President, Liberians at home and abroad will team up to file the writ at the
Supreme Court of Liberia.

US Government Donates Textbooks to Liberia
[New Vision, The News, In Profile Daily, The Informer]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The United States Government Monday donated 310,000 textbooks to the Education Ministry.
The textbooks which are intended for the junior high level cover four key subjects including English,
Mathematics, Science and Agriculture.
The US Government also donated 27 laptops to the Education Ministry for use by district education officers
across the country.
Making the donation, USAID Liberia Mission Director Pamela White put the cost of the textbooks at about
US$1.5 million.
According to Madam White, the United States agreed to provide the textbooks based on an earlier appeal
by the Education Ministry.
The USAID Liberia boss further said the US Government has over the last two years contributed about
US$55 million to the education sector of Liberia.
Education Minister Othello Gongar thanked the US Government for the gesture.
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WAEC Releases Exam Results…Over 6,000 Seniors Fail
[The News, The Inquirer, Front Page Africa]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The West African Examination Council (WAEC) has released provisional results for the May 2010 Liberia
Senior High School Certificate Examinations.
This year’s results show the worst performance of candidates over the last three years with none qualifying
for the first two divisions so far.
The head of WAEC Liberia said the provisional results cover only 17,644 students.
Professor Thomas Gaie said the results of the remaining 4,385 students are yet unavailable.
He attributes the unavailability to the failure of their respective schools to file their grades on time.
Professor Gaie said of the total number of students whose results are available, only 10,997 made a pass
in division three.
According to WAEC Liberia boss, a total of 6,647 candidates failed the examinations.

As Government Relaxes Case against Deputy House Speaker, Medical Report Contradicts Police Accounts
[Heritage, The News]
•
•
•

Contrary to claims by Liberia National Police authorities that officer Lexington Beh was unconscious when
he was taken to the ELWA Hospital for treatment after his alleged flogging, a medical report from the
hospital asserted that officer Beh was never unconscious.
According to the medical report, officer Beh was indeed admitted to the hospital, but he was never
unconscious as alleged by police authorities.
However, the medical report said officer Beh was diagnosed of selected muscular pain.

40 Rural Women Get Certificate in Business Management and Agro Processing
[Heritage, The News]
•

At least 40 rural women from Lofa, Nimba and Bong counties at the end of an eight-day intensive training in
Business Management, Marketing and Agro Processing on Saturday received certificates.
• The training was organized by the Gender Ministry in collaboration with the Agriculture Ministry, the Danish
Agency for Nutrition and International Development Aid, Food and Agriculture Organization and the United
Nations Development Programme with sponsorship from the World Food Programme.
• The Project Coordinator on UN Joint Programme for Food Security and Nutrition at the Gender Ministry,
Emmet Crayton called on participants to put into practice what was learnt and go ahead to train others.
Prince Johnson’s Presidential Bid Gets another Blow
[The News]
• Another Nimba County lawmaker has openly called on his kinsman Prince Johnson to abandon his
presidential bid by not contesting the 2011 elections.
• Representative Francis Karway said Senator Prince Johnson must wait for the 2018 elections before
getting in the race to become Liberia’s next President.
• According to him, majority of Nimba citizens are resolved to vote against Senator Johnson in support of
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
• The comment by Representative Karway comes days after Nimba Senator Adolphus Dolo said Senator
Johnson was not politically matured to run in 2011.
• The Nimba lawmaker spoke to reporters while commending government for successfully hosting the July
26 Independence Day celebrations in Nimba County.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
President Sirleaf Signs Threshold Bill into Law
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Lawmakers React to President Sirleaf’s Decision
• Mixed reactions have emerged from the National Legislature over the decision of President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf to sign into law the joint resolution prescribing an electoral threshold.
• Two ranking members of the Senate hailed the judgment of the President, describing it as a fulfillment of
her constitutional duty and in national interest.
• Senators Joseph Nagbe of Sinoe and Abel Massaley of Grand Cape Mount said the signing of the joint
resolution into law puts to rest the controversial threshold bill.
• Meanwhile, Grand Bassa Representative Samuel Page who was critical of the joint resolution has
cautiously reacted to the final signing of the document into law.
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• Representative Page said the President’s action reflects what he calls the bypassing of the Constitution
and a politically expedient move.
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Liberia’s Ambassador to US Recalled
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
President Sirleaf Grants Four Elderly Inmates Executive Pardon
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has granted executive pardon to four elderly inmates detained at the
National Palace of Corrections in Grand Gedeh County.
• The four including Esther Garduah, Julia Quiah, Amos Grear and Esther Gaye were tried and convicted of
kidnapping in 2007.
• The Executive Mansion says the decision is a result of pleas from citizens of Grand Gedeh during a visit by
the President.
Unity Party, CDC Run-off Election Set for Today
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Former PUL President Threatens NEC with Lawsuit
US Government Donates Textbooks to Liberia
WAEC Releases Exam Results…Over 6,000 Seniors Fail
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Phebe School of Nursing Threatened with Closure
• The Chief Medical Officer for Bong County says the Phebe School of Nursing may not open this academic
school year.
• Dr. Garfee Williams attributes the situation to the school’s huge indebtedness to vendors.
• According to Dr. Williams, government-sponsored students in the school are yet to settle their tuition/fees.
• He said the Phebe School of Nursing trains nurses to work at government’s hospitals and clinics across the
country to help reduce maternal mortality.
• The Bong County Chief Medical Officer expressed fear that the closure of the school could prove disastrous
for the county’s health sector.
Nimba Community College Gears Up
• Government has announced the process leading to the opening of the newly constructed and dedicated
Nimba Community College in Sanniquellie.
• The Director General of the Commission on Higher Education said the process takes into consideration the
recruitment of the college’s president and faculty.
• According to Dr. Michael Slawon, the commission has begun receiving applications from qualified Liberians
to run the college.
• Dr. Slawon did not state the exact date for opening of the college, but said the modalities were being
worked out.
Progress Reported at Ganta Border Post
• Authorities at the Ganta border post of entry in Nimba County have reported improvements in revenue
collection.
• The senior collector in the area, Akoi Garwolo said despite the difficulty encountered, Finance Ministry
agents still succeed in doing their job effectively.
• Mr. Garwolo said business people who complain about the inspection process at the port of entry are those
who want to evade the payment of taxes.
• He said the inspection exercise is necessary to determine the quantity and quality of goods coming into the
country.
• Government has meanwhile completed the construction of new structures at the Ganta port of entry to
facility cross-border inspection of goods and services.
Prince Johnson’s Presidential Bid Gets another Blow
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
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International Clips on Liberia
Liberia Sets Pace for West Africa by Passing Right to Information Bill
NNN-GNA
The Liberia House of Representatives has set the pace for West African giants Ghana and Nigeria by passing its
Right to Information Bill into law last month. Passage of the Bill by the members of the House was preceded by
intense lobbying and advocacy by the Liberia Freedom of Expression Coalition, the Liberia Media Law and Policy
Reform Working Group and the Liberia Civil society Consortium on Freedom of Information. According to a
statement made available to the Ghana News Agency in Accra, Malcolm Joseph, the Chairman of Liberia Freedom
of Expression Coalition and Consortium, said passage of the RTI law was a step to make information accessible by
all Liberians. He said the Law had been transmitted to the Liberian Senate for endorsement. Joseph expressed
gratitude to the Open Society Initiative for West Africa, the Carter Center of the United States, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Freedom of Expression Exchange
(IFEX), International Media Support and Partnership for Media and Conflict Prevention in West Africa for the level of
support rendered the process.
Teen victim in Staten Island hate crime: 'I thought I was gonna die'
http://www.nydailynews.com
The teen victim of the most recent bloody bias attack on Staten Island said Monday his ordeal was so frightening,
he thought he would die. Christian Vazquez, 18, was kicked and punched to the ground by assailants allegedly
yelling anti-Mexican slurs - the latest in asurge of black-on-Hispanic assaults. A 15-year-old - himself an immigrant
from Liberia - was arrested in the ambush, and Vasquez demanded the rest of his tormentors turn themselves in. "If
you've got a conscience, just come out and say you did it," said Vazquez from his Port Richmond home, still nursing
a badly swollen left eye. "What happened to me could happen to a mother, could happen to a father," he said, "and
maybe the next victim could end up dead." The attack was the 11th bias incident in the Port Richmond area since
April. Mayor Bloomberg worried copycat attacks are keeping the trend rolling on Staten Island. "Unfortunately, when
people read about things in the paper, they tend to act it out themselves," Bloomberg said. "One bias crime is one
bias crime too many, and we'll do everything we can to stop it. This is an outrage." Vazquez was returning home
from his job as a busboy at a Manhattan restaurant early Saturday when he was approached just blocks from his
home by a teenager who asked him if he was a member of a Mexican gang. As he denied any gang affiliation, he
was attacked from behind by three men. They stole the $10 he had on him. The 15-year-old charged in the attack,
whose name is being withheld by the Daily News because he is a minor, was held after appearing at a hearing in
Staten Island Family Court. The teen, who sported a Mohawk, is a U.S. citizen who moved here from Liberia, a
police source said.

International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinea's run-off election may hold 24 August
PANA
The second round of the Guinean presidential elections may be held 24 August, PANA learnt from well-informed
sources here on Monday. Cellou Dalein Diallo of the Union of Democratic Forces Guinea (UFDG) and Alpha Conde
of the Rally of the People of Guinea (RPG) are the two contestants in the second round of voting. In the first round,
held 27 June, Diallo led with 43.69 per cent of the votes cast while Conde garnered 18.25 per cent. Both candidates
are now courting their defeated opponents in the first polls to forge alliances for the next polls, according to the
sources.
Guinea mediator expected in Conakry for "working" visit
Xinhua
Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore, the mediator of the Guinea crisis, arrives in Conakry on Tuesday for a
"working and friendship" visit, according to official sources. During his 24-hour stay, Compaore is scheduled to
review all the realized actions in a bid to promote the election process in Guinea, the presidential office announced
here on Monday. Compaore, who was named the mediator by the West African bloc ECOWAS last year, plans to
meet with Interim President Sekouba Konate, officials of the National Council of Transition, the Independent
National Electoral Commission, the Supreme Court and other political players to discuss preparations for the
second round of presidential election. With the support of ECOWAS, Compaore and Guinean politicians signed an
agreement in January in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso, to end the crisis which erupted following a
military coup in the West African country in December 2008.
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Guinea ex-PM throws behind Conde in presidential run-off
Xinhua
Guinea's former Prime Minister Lansana Kouyate has decided to throw behind Alpha Conde, the candidate of the
Rally of Guinean People (RPG), in the future presidential run-off, according to a statement released by the party.
The two leaders signed a protocol on the cooperation in the second round of the presidential election, whose date
has yet to be unveiled, the statement said on Monday. A dozen other candidates loosing the first round on June 27
had previously formed an alliance to support Conde in the run-off against Cellou Dalein Diallo, the front runner and
the candidate of the Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea (UFDG). All were candidates for the "small political
parties" which received less than 5 percent of votes cast during the first round.
Guinea’s ailing former leader reportedly arrives in Mali
APA
Captain Moussa Camara Dadis has reportedly left Burkina Faso where he has been convalescing since January,
for the Malian capital, an unofficial government source told APA on Monday. The working visit of Burkina President
Blaise Compaore, mediator in the Guinean crisis, due in Conakry on Tuesday, could help to shed light on such
allegations. The junta leader who was wounded during a clash with his former aide, Lt. Aboubacar "Toumba"
Diakite on 3rd December 2009, was evacuated to Morocco for intensive care. After several weeks of treatment,
Dadis has been convalescing in Burkina Faso, next to mediator Blaise Compaore, since January. The Burkina
leader had promised to grant him asylum for his recovery period, pending the stabilization of the political situation in
Guinea, with the signing of agreements on 15 January between Captain Dadis Camara and General Sekouba
Konate who has to conduct the interim transition. About three months ago, reports said that Dadis who was
recovering well, had asked to be transferred to Mali where he would feel closer to his country.
Ivory Coast
Japan Funds UNIDO Project in Côte d’Ivoire on Post-conflict Recovery and Peace Building
African Press Organization
Some 3,000 young people in the Bouaké region of Côte d’Ivoire, including ex-combatants and women, will receive
new skills in the construction, manufacturing and service sectors under a new UNIDO project that will be funded by
Japan. An agreement on the two-year, USD 3.5 million (325 million Japanese Yen) project was signed in Abidjan
today by the Deputy to the Director-General of UNIDO, Yoshiteru Uramoto, and the Ambassador of Japan to Côte
d’Ivoire, Yoshifumi Okamura. The Minister of Technical Education and Vocational Training, Atse Benjamin Yapo,
and the Minister of Industry and Promotion of the Private Sector, Moussa Dosso, also attended the signing
ceremony.
****
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Thewip
Tuesday, 3 August 2010
http://thewip.net/talk/2010/08/transitional_justice_the_need.html
Transitional Justice: The Need for a Multifaceted Approach

By Deanna Tamborelli

The slogan during the run up to the 1996 elections, which occurred in the middle of Sierra Leone’s
bloody, eleven-year civil war, was “Power is in your hands.” The Revolutionary United Front responded
by amputating the hands of anyone who went to the polls, resulting in an estimated 20,000 amputations.
The civil war of Sierra Leone, which lasted from 1991 to 2002, tore the country apart. Fighting occurred
in every corner of the country, causing between 20,000 and 75,000 deaths and two million displaced
persons in a country of only 4.5 million. Villages were burned to the ground, children were forcibly
conscripted by all sides, families were divided, sons were forced to watch while their mothers and sisters
were raped, friends were made to beat or even kill the family members of their best friends. The
consequence is a fundamentally broken society. Even the most basic levels of social organization, the
family and the village, were destroyed. As one amputee survivor put it, “Love was lost is the mists of war;
now all we have is hate.”
What Sierra Leoneans need is to feel that justice has been done on both a community and a national level.
The international community attempted to provide justice though the creation of the Special Court of
Sierra Leone (SC-SL), whose mandate is to try those “most responsible” for the atrocities of the war, and
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). However, the Western-style SC-SL and the TRC are not
enough to heal the interpersonal, inter-village and familial relations shattered by the war.

• The Special Courts of Sierra Leone.
Photograph taken by Ben Mitchell. •

A visiting German professor of psycho-social
counseling at Fourah Bay College, gave us his
perspective on transitional justice in Sierra Leone. He
told us, “Africans just want peace.” It is the
Westerners who insist on “justice.” While this simple
analysis does not tell the whole story, it gives some
important insights into the complex nature of
transitional justice in Sierra Leone. Most importantly,
it hints at the need for a multifaceted approach to justice.
This need can be felt during discussions with survivors of Sierra Leone’s war. The average Sierra
Leonean continues to be pulled in contradictory directions, wanting those responsible for their suffering to
be punished while also wishing to put their bloody civil war behind them. In order to begin to address
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these complex notions of justice, a more traditional, community based form of reconciliation as well as
a reparations program are needed to fill in the gaps left by the SC-SL and the TRC.
An organization called Fambul Tok (Krio for “family talk”) International (FTI), has attempted to fill the
need for a more localized form of transitional justice. The staff of FTI aids communities in leading their
own reconciliation processes. Communities are asked if they are ready to reconcile, what reconciliation
means to them, and what they would like the reconciliation process to look like. Most communities
engage in truth-telling bonfires and traditional cleansing ceremonies. FTI and other organizations like it,
work at the community level to heal specific injustices between individuals.
Reparations are also an important aspect of the transitional justice system in post-war Sierra Leone. Many
Sierra Leoneans who suffered during the war feel a continued sense of injustice because those who caused
their suffering, ex-combatants, benefit from the government-sponsored and internationally-backed
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration program, while they continue to suffer. While many
survivors receive benefits and attention from international non-government and aid organizations, the
sense of injustice will continue until their own government is able to provide adequate opportunities and
support for them. The reparations program is an attempt to fill this need, and while it is fundamentally
flawed in several ways, it is a good start.
These localized, individually-oriented justice measures have begun to address the inadequacies of the
national programs, but that is not to say that the efforts of the SC-SL and the TRC have done nothing.
While these lacked the focus necessary to work at a community level, many believe the SC-SL had
positive effects on the Mano River Region as a whole. One of the members of the prosecution team at the
SC-SL who met with our group insinuated that one reason Guinea had not yet erupted into violence was
that the prosecution and punishment of leaders of Sierra Leone’s warring factions had brought an end to
impunity in West Africa. Sierra Leone’s civil war is largely blamed on the violence in neighboring
Liberia, and while many other factors come into play, a peaceful region will help to ensure peace in Sierra
Leone.
Everyone you ask in Sierra Leone will give you a different definition of “justice.” What they all have in
common is a sense that justice has yet to be done for them. While it may be tempting to look at the
successes of the SC-SL and the TRC, these top-down, Western mechanisms of justice alone are not
enough to heal the interpersonal, inter-village and familial relations that were shattered by the war. In
addition to these, FTI is setting an example for a more traditional, community based form of justice, and
the government has begun to implement a reparations program for survivors. It is only through the
continuation and expansion of all these different types of justice that Sierra Leone will begin to heal.

Deanna Tamborelli was in Sierra Leone for a two-week course led by Dr. Pushpa Iyer of the Monterey
Institute of International Studies. Deanna’s blog is part of a series of reflections by Dr. Iyer and her
students on the challenges to building peace in this war-ravaged country. -Ed.
Deanna Tamborelli is a Senior “Feb” (graduating in January of 2011) at Middlebury College where she
is working towards her undergraduate degree in International Studies with focuses in Latin America and
Political Science. She was born and raised in Rhode Island but has since lived in Italy, Peru and Vermont.
Future aspirations include: returning to Africa, attaining a Master’s Degree in International Relations,
volunteering with the Peace Corps and much more.
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The Lubanga Trial
Tuesday, 3 August 2010
Prosecutor Says Halting Lubanga Trial Was Erroneous And Excessive
By Wairagala Wakabi
International Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo claims in an
appeal that the order by trial judges for a stay of proceedings in the Thomas
Lubanga war crimes trial was erroneous and excessive.
While disputing the grounds on which judges based their decision, the prosecutor
also contends in a July 30, 2010 filing that the trial judges should have considered
sanctioning prosecutors rather than ordering a stay of proceedings.
On July 8, 2010, trial judges ordered the stay of proceedings due to abuse of court
process which they said resulted from failure by prosecutors to disclose the identity
of a person who helped them to assemble their witnesses. The judges said that
failure to disclose the identity of this individual, who is referred to in court as
‘intermediary 143’, rendered it impossible to ensure a fair trial for Mr. Lubanga.
Subsequently, the trial judges on July 14, 2010 ordered Mr. Lubanga’s release,
stating that he could not be held in preventative custody based on speculation that
proceedings might resume at some stage in the future. Appeals judges have since
ruled that Mr. Lubanga should remain in ICC detention until the prosecution’s
appeal has been decided. Prosecutors are appealing both the stay of proceedings
and the release order.
Describing the stay of proceedings as having been “excessive and disproportionate”,
Mr. Moreno-Ocampo argues that “the chamber further erred in failing to grant a
proportionate remedy in the face of what it characterized as the prosecution’s errors
of approach and attitude”.
He stated: “The chamber had at its disposal a range of alternative remedies that
would not affect in such a drastic and final way the continuation of trial proceedings,
a measure that impacts on the rights not only of the prosecution but also of victims
and of the communities where the crimes occurred.”
Mr. Lubanga is on trial over the recruitment, conscription, and use of child soldiers
in inter-ethnic fighting during 2002 and 2003. According to ICC prosecutors, the
crimes were committed in Ituri province in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
while Mr. Lubanga allegedly headed the Union of Congolese Patriots rebel group.
Mr. Moreno-Ocampo argues that article 71 of the statute that established the ICC
stipulates the consequences of non-compliance with a court order as ‘sanction for
misconduct’. He notes that while trial judges indeed issued a formal warning to the
Prosecutor and the Deputy Prosecutor in line with this provision, they went ahead
and also ordered a stay of proceedings.
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In the 39-page filing, which lays out the prosecution’s appeal arguments, Mr.
Moreno-Ocampo suggests that trial judges could have suspended the trial for one or
two weeks to allow for protective measures to be instituted for ‘intermediary 143’
before his identity was disclosed.
In failing to obey the order by judges, prosecution staff claimed that revealing the
intermediary’s identity before protective measures were put in place for him would
have put his life at risk. The intermediary is based in the DRC.
“The prosecution will seek to show that it did not receive a reasonable opportunity
to present its views before variation of intermediary 143’s protective measures was
adopted and that its insistence to present its views afterwards was wrongly
considered to be defiance of the court’s authority,” the filing reads.
Mr. Moreno-Ocampo also points out that trial judges did not seriously test the
availability or effectiveness of measures which could have enabled the trial to
continue even as arrangements were being made for disclosure of the
intermediary’s identity. “For example, the chamber failed to fully explore its initial
proposal of proceeding with the defense cross-examination and deferring to a later
stage those questions that required the defense’s knowledge of intermediary 143’s
identity,” he argues.
Mr. Lubanga’s defense is yet to file its response to the prosecutor’s document
spelling out its arguments for appeal. Although judges are on judicial recess, over
the last two weeks they have issued a number of rulings, signaling that the appeal
might be disposed of in a short period of time.
Mr. Lubanga has been in detention at the ICC since March 2006. His trial started on
January 26, 2009, while the defense case opened on January 27, 2010.
Last Friday, the prosecution asked judges to let the case be heard in court. While
noting that the appeals chamber had never entertained in-court argument in an
interlocutory appeal, the prosecution argued that given the importance of the case
and the complexity of the issues, oral argument would be appropriate in the current
appeal. Judges are yet to make a ruling on this request.
The judges hearing the appeal are Judge Sang-Hyun Song, Presiding, Erkki Kourula,
Anita Usacka, Daniel David Ntanda Nsereko, and Sanji Mmasenono Monageng.
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The Washington Post
Tuesday, 3 August 2010
Closure for Cambodia
Phnom Penh was hot, noisy, and bustling last week. Cars, motorcycles, and the ubiquitous tuk tuks (motorcycle
taxis) raced through the city with perpetual near collisions. Markets were full. Children were everywhere. There
were clouds gathering, but the coming storms of the rainy season held off.
The talk of the town was the long-awaited verdict in the international trial of Kaing Guek Eav, alias Commandant
Duch, announced on July 26 by the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, a joint United NationsCambodian Government tribunal set up to try some of the leaders responsible for the 1975-79 Khmer Rouge
genocide in Cambodia. Thirty years have passed, so it's high time to bring the surviving perpetrators to account.
The trial of Duch is the first to come to a conclusion.
Duch's conviction was not in question. He was in charge of the notorious Tuol Sleng prison, where somewhere
between 12,000 and 20,000 plus people entered, to be registered, tortured, and sent to their death. Fewer than ten
who entered are thought to have emerged alive. Duch was renowned for his meticulous attention to detail incredible records survive - and his cruelty. He acknowledged what he had done; his lame defense was that he was
following orders. A convert to Christianity, he held out his faith and the good he said he has done since the Khmer
Rouge period as character evidence.
Duch was sentenced to 35 years in prison, but with two reductions, the first to compensate for a period when he was
held illegally, and for time served. The bottom line is 19 more years to serve.
The first reaction was outrage at the lightness of the sentence. Duch is now 67 so he is likely to die in prison, but
still the sentence seemed almost an insult. But there is also a complex sense of pride that the trial took place. While
an initial reaction is to want Duch to suffer at least a fraction of the torment he inflicted on his victims, many in this
country permeated with Buddhist thinking take satisfaction that he will suffer horribly in a future life. Vengeance
does not seem high on the agenda and many who hold prominent positions have some shadows in their past that
they would just as soon leave be.
There was outrage also that the tribunal essentially ducked all issues of reparations, arguing that it had no way to
enforce such awards. Page after page of motions for memorials and other steps were dismissed on those grounds.
That, surely, is unfinished business for Cambodia, as a government and a people.
The monumental effort to ensure justice that the long verdict report reflects gets some credit. So does the fact that
the glacial process does represent a route to come to terms with the past. The proceedings have been televised, and
the newspapers have reported on witness after witness over the long life of the trial. But so far only one man has
been in the dock. Four more are slated for trials, but most former Khmer Rouge live normal lives. Cambodian
children are taught little about what happened, much less why, so they grow up with an uneasy sense of storms left
behind.
Closure in the Duch case is a milestone but only a first step toward the reconciliation that needs to occur among the
survivors and the perpetrators. Many programs work to address this challenge, including the remarkable
Documentation Center of Cambodia led from Yale University and village by village programs in Cambodia, like
those of the International Center for Conciliation. But the efforts are barely scratching the surface.
Many Cambodians want to look to the future and relegate the past to some distant drawer. But the heavy clouds are
there, and it often feels as if a new storm could break. Pained memories and buried anger are very much part of
Cambodian reality today. The multiple efforts to face it, with justice, compassion and understanding, are not only
desirable. They are essential.

Katherine Marshall is a senior fellow at Georgetown's Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, a
Visiting Professor, and Executive Director of the World Faiths Development Dialogue
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The Phnom Penh Post
Friday, 30 July 2010
ECCC brought no fairness to the people of Cambodia
Dear Editor,
The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia handed down a reduced sentence of 19 years for
Kaing Guek Eav, known as “Comrade Duch”. It is a slap on the wrist for a man responsible for crimes
against humanity, which include the murders of as many as 14,000 people, including innocent men,
women and children.
Cambodians are still living with reminders of the brutal Pol Pot regime. For those who has lived through
one of the most vicious mass murders in history, the sentence is outrageous and beyond comprehension.
The Cambodian Centre for Human Rights welcomed the reduction in Duch’s sentence, as the result of the
violation of his rights. They should be ashamed.
Innocent men, women and children were brutally tortured and killed by Duch. Were their lives
meaningless to CCHR? How can such comments and the sentence itself be understand by victims and
those who lost their love ones?
It is understandable that many wanted him to face the death penalty, even though capital punishment is
illegal in Cambodia. The reduced sentence of 19 years for Duch is too lenient for such a vicious mass
murder. Duch should at least serve a life sentence.
For those who have not experienced the utter violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, I
hope they and their loved ones will never be forced to. How could such rights apply to Duch, but not to
the 14,000 men, women and children who died by his orders?
For those who have lived and experienced such horrors, how could this sentence ever be considered
justice? For them, it is just a slap on the wrist. Justice was not served for the people of Cambodia.
Jeffrey Serey Hola
Lancaster, California
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Hudson New York
Wednesday, 4 August 2010
http://www.hudson-ny.org/1456/new-war-crimes-lawfare
New "War Crimes" Lawfare

By Soeren Kern
Three Spanish activists who were on board the Gaza aid ships that were raided by Israeli commandos on May 31
have filed a lawsuit against Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, six members of his cabinet and a senior
military officer for war crimes and crimes against humanity. The lawsuit is the second attempt by pro-Palestinian
activists to prosecute Israeli political and military leaders in Spanish courts by using the legal concept of universal
jurisdiction.
Laura Arau, David Segarra and Manuel Espinar Tapial, three Spaniards who were on board the aid ships, lodged the
complaint at Spain's National Court (Audiencia Nacional) on July 22. They claim they were illegally arrested in
international waters, tortured and forcibly removed to Turkey. The 86-page lawsuit was filed on behalf of the three
plaintiffs by a non-governmental organization called the Arab Cause Solidarity Committee, which is based in
Madrid.
In addition to Netanyahu, the lawsuit names as defendants Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak, Foreign Minister
Avidgor Lieberman, Intelligence Minister Dan Meridor, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Strategic Affairs
Moshe Ya'alon, Interior Minister Eli Yishai, minister-without-portfolio Benny Begin, and Navy Vice Admiral
Eliezer 'Chiney' Marom.
According to the lawsuit, the plaintiffs were "illegally detained, forcibly moved into Israel and deported to Turkish
territory outside the provisions of international law." However, most of the rest of the complaint is framed within
the broader context of the overall Palestinian cause, which reveals the politically motivated nature of the lawsuit.
The lawsuit claims the eight defendants came together "from the moment they learned of the departure of the fleet"
in order to "plan the operation … in the context of a systematic and widespread attack against the Palestinian
civilian population" with the aim of "aborting any and all attempts of common action to help the Palestinian
people."
The Spanish court is now deciding whether or not the lawsuit is admissible. In June 2009, the Spanish parliament
passed a law to limit judges from pursuing cases of torture or war crimes committed abroad under the concept of
universal jurisdiction. Spanish law previously enabled investigators to probe alleged human rights crimes regardless
of where they are committed or where the defendants live.
The open-ended interpretation of universal jurisdiction led to massive abuses of the Spanish legal system by
leftwing groups that were out to pursue a political agenda, and by media savvy activist judges who were more
interested in scoring political points than in upholding the law. At one point in mid-2009, judges at the Spanish
National Court were pursuing more than a dozen international investigations into suspected cases of torture,
genocide and crimes against humanity in places as far-flung as Tibet and Rwanda. But most of these cases had little
or no connection with Spain.
Under the new restrictions, cases involving universal jurisdiction can be pursued in Spanish courts only if they
involve Spanish citizens. The lawyers in this latest case argue that the Spanish court has jurisdiction precisely
because the three plaintiffs are Spanish citizens.
This was not the case in a previous attempt by pro-Palestinian groups to prosecute Israeli political and military
officials in Spain. In April 2010, the Spanish Supreme Court upheld a decision by the Spanish Court of Appeals
against conducting an investigation of seven current or former Israeli officials over an air attack in Gaza that killed
Salah Shehadeh, a top Hamas militant, in July 2002.
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Cases against Israeli officials are also pending in several other European countries.
In Belgium, lawyers representing Palestinian plaintiffs filed a lawsuit on June 23 against 14 Israeli officials on
charges of war crimes allegedly committed during the Gaza War, a three-week armed conflict that took place in the
Gaza Strip during the winter of 2008–2009. Those charged include Israeli opposition leader Tzipi Livni for her role
as foreign minister during the war, former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, Deputy Defense Minister Matan
Vilnai, and other Israeli military and intelligence officials.
The 70-page lawsuit is based on a report by Judge Richard Goldstone, which claims that an Israeli attack on a
mosque near the Jabalia refugee camp in the Gaza Strip killed 16 civilians, including women and children. The
plaintiffs, who include one Palestinian-Belgian national and thirteen Gaza Strip residents, were either wounded or
lost relatives in the attack.
In France, pro-Palestinian activists announced on June 13 that they would file a lawsuit against Israeli Defense
Minister Ehud Barak both in France and at the International Criminal Court in The Hague. The International Civil
Campaign for the Protection of the Palestinian People (CCIPPP) and Committee for Charity and Support for the
Palestinians (CBSP) are suing over the Israeli army's May 31 raid on the Gaza-bound Freedom Flotilla in which
nine activists were killed. The groups say Barak should be held personally responsible for the deaths.
The lawsuit forced Barak to cancel a visit to Paris in mid-June. Pro-Palestinian activists had called for French police
to arrest Barak at the airport upon his arrival in the country. The Israeli Defense Ministry said Barak decided to
remain in Israel "until the team of experts investigates the raid on the Gaza-bound flotilla."
In Britain, a court issued an arrest warrant for Tzipi Livni in December 2009 for her role in Operation Cast Lead.
Livni, who had been due to address a meeting in London, cancelled her attendance. The court issued the warrant at
the request of lawyers representing Palestinian victims of the Gaza War. The 1988 Criminal Justice Act gives courts
in England and Wales universal jurisdiction in war crimes cases.
In October 2009, Moshe Ya'alon turned down an invitation to attend a fundraising dinner in London after he was
warned that he might face arrest on suspicion of war crimes. Ya'alon was chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces
from 2002-2005 and is wanted by pro-Palestinian groups for his alleged role in the Shehadeh assassination.
In September 2009, a British court was asked to issue an arrest warrant for Ehud Barak, who was attending a
meeting at the Labour party conference in Brighton. He escaped arrest after the Foreign Office argued that as a
serving minister, Barak enjoyed immunity under the 1978 State Immunity Act.
In September 2005, retired Israeli Major General Doron Almog arrived in London on an El Al flight, only to learn
that a British judge had issued a warrant for his arrest for allegedly violating the 1949 Geneva Convention in Gaza.
Almog stayed on the plane and immediately returned to Israel.
In February 2004, a London court rejected an application for the arrest of Israeli Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz for
allegedly committing "grave breaches" of the Geneva Convention in dealing with the Palestinian uprising. The
judge in the case argued that as a government minister, Mofaz qualified for immunity.
In Norway, Chief Prosecutor Siri Frigaard in November 2009 dismissed a complaint filed by a group of Norwegian
lawyers accusing Olmert, Livni and Barak of committing war crimes during the Gaza War. Frigaard said "there is
no good reason" for Norwegian authorities to investigate further. She also said Norway "must show great care"
when deciding whether to investigate alleged war crimes committed by individuals with no connection to Norway.
In Belgium, the country's highest court in September 2003 threw out a war crimes lawsuit against Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon. The Cour de Cassation ruled that Sharon was immune from investigation in Belgium over
his alleged role in a 1982 massacre of Palestinian refugees.
Even though none of the lawsuits against Israeli officials in European courts has achieved its objectives, the latest
cases of 'lawfare' in Spain, Belgium and France show that the Palestinians and their supporters in Europe are
determined to keep on trying until they succeed.
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Reuters
Wednesday, 4 August 2010
Take stance on Bashir arrest, group tells Africa
By Opheera McDoom
KHARTOUM (Reuters) - African state members of the International Criminal Court must clarify whether they will
arrest Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir for genocide as obligated, a civic coalition says.
Africa is the continent with the most countries -- 30 -- belonging to the International Criminal Court. But an African
Union summit last week criticised the International Criminal Court warrant and called for its suspension.
Since then only Botswana and South Africa have said they would arrest Bashir if he set foot on their territory.
The Coalition for the ICC (CICC) criticised African heads of state for inaction over the warrant accusing Bashir of
war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in Sudan's rebel Darfur region.
"We call on more African state parties to the ICC to make clear their continued obligations to the Court," Stephen
Lamony, Africa Situations Adviser at the CICC, said in a statement by the CICC, melding 2,500 civil society
groups in 150 countries.
"Al-Bashir is widely considered a fugitive from justice, especially in Africa," Oby Nwankwo from the Civil
Resource Development and Documentation Centre, a CICC member, said in a statement issued late on Tuesday in
New York and The Hague.
"African victims deserve more than this from our heads of state. Indeed, the African continent deserves more."
Sudan itself signed the Rome Statute forming the ICC but had not ratified it by 2005 when the U.N. Security
Council referred Darfur to The Hague-based court. Bashir rejects the ICC charges.
The ICC has also issued three arrest warrants for Darfur rebels, all of whom have surrendered to the court.
On Wednesday Bashir will fly to Libya for a two-day visit. Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, a close Bashir ally,
has not signed the Rome Statute that established the ICC in 2002 and has repeatedly criticised the warrant.
Gaddafi had given sanctuary to Khalil Ibrahim, chief of the Darfur rebel Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), but
has not allowed him to return to Darfur.
This will be Bashir's second trip abroad since the ICC widened Bashir's charge sheet to include genocide last
month.
Chad, a full ICC member, hosted Bashir in July but did not arrest him, reflecting a rapprochement between the
neighbours who had waged a proxy war in Darfur and eastern Chad.
Bashir is accused or orchestrating rape, murder and torture in Darfur during a counter-insurgency campaign aimed
at wiping out insurgents who took up arms in early 2003, accusing Khartoum of neglecting the remote region.
The United Nations estimates some 300,000 people have died and more than 2 million driven from their homes in
the seven- year conflict, which sparked the world's largest relief aid operation.

