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Standard Times Online
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Amnesty International Report: Impunity for Conflict Diamond Trafficking Remains a Burning
Issue

Charles Taylor, former President of Liberia Accused of Committing War Crimes
The devastating war in Sierra Leone is over now but impunity for the devastating war in Sierra Leone is
over now but impunity for conflict diamond trafficking remains a burning issue and casts a large shadow
over the war crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor in The Hague.
The Sierra Leone civil war 1991-2002
During Sierra Leone’s civil war, approximately 75,000 civilians were killed, though estimates of conflictrelated deaths range from 50,000 to 200,000. Over one-third of the population was displaced (more than 2
million people). Women and girls in Sierra Leone suffered extraordinary levels of rape and sexual
violence. More than 5000 children – both boys and girls – were forcibly recruited to fight in both
government and opposition forces. Perhaps most notoriously, the Sierra Leonean war came to be known
for its signature atrocity; amputation and mutilation.
Charles Taylor
Charles Taylor, former President of Liberia, has been accused of committing war crimes and crimes
against humanity. He is the first former head of state to have been prosecuted in an international criminal
court for crimes committed in Africa. Charles Taylor stands accused of unlawful killings, mutilations,
rape and other forms of sexual violence, sexual slavery, the recruitment and use of child soldiers,
abduction, and the use of forced labour by Sierra Leonean armed opposition groups, which he is alleged to
have actively supported.
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Blood diamonds and Amnesty International
Amnesty International researched atrocities committed by all parties to the Sierra Leonean civil war,
including crimes committed by Charles Taylor’s forces, and also researched links between the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels and Charles Taylor. Amnesty International actively campaigned
for Charles Taylor to stand trial before the Special Court for Sierra Leone - Mr. Taylor sought to avoid
prosecution by claiming asylum, and lived in exile in Nigeria between 2003 and 2006. The war in Sierra
Leone was fuelled by the diamond industry. All armed groups engaged in diamond mining and used the
proceeds to buy weapons and ammunition. Amnesty International participated in establishing the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme - an international certification scheme aiming to break the link
between the illicit trade in rough diamonds and mass human rights abuses associated with armed conflict.
The Kimberley Process brings together governments, the diamond industry, and civil society and was
designed to trace diamonds from their source to the moment they are polished. Unfortunately, the
Kimberly Process has not fully addressed, monitored, and ended the international trade in conflict
diamonds. Amnesty International has called on the Kimberley Process to strengthen its commitment to
protecting human rights; to protect from harm those communities involved in diamond mining; improving
decision-making processes; setting defining standards and improving the peer review mechanism. The
system is not appropriately funded, nor has it established a permanent secretariat.
Amnesty International and the Government of Sierra Leone
Amnesty International has campaigned for the Government of Sierra Leone to
* set aside and disregard amnesties granted to the warring parties that signed the Lome Peace Accord,
which led to the cessation of hostilities,
* immediately promulgate domestic legislation to outlaw international law crimes, such as crimes
against humanity, war crimes and genocide;
* investigate and prosecute those who committed or were complicit in acts constituting crimes under
international law in fair trials;
* pass legislation providing for reparations to victims of the civil war;
* implement recommendations made by the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission, many
of which have yet to be addressed;
* send a strong signal to the diamond industry that corporate impunity for past crimes relating to blood
diamonds will not be tolerated, and that prosecutions will be launched that address the link between gross
human rights violations and the exploitation of diamonds and other natural resources in Sierra Leone.

Amnesty International and Liberia
Amnesty International has also called for justice with respect to war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed during the Liberian civil war, in Charles Taylor's own country. To da Amnesty International
has also called for justice with respect to war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the
Liberian civil war, in Charles Taylor's own country. To date, te, no single individual has stood trial in
Liberia for the war crimes and crimes against humanity committed there. A zip drive is available on
request containing all Amnesty International’s videos, photos and research documents on blood diamonds
and Sierra Leone .For further information on any of the above or to arrange an interview with an Amnesty
International spokesperson, please contact Katy Pownall on +44 (0)207 413 5729 or email
katy.pownall@amnesty.org
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BBC Online
Thursday, 5 August 2010
Naomi Campbell in war crimes court over Taylor diamonds

Naomi Campbell's alleged gift was revealed by US film
star Mia Farrow
Supermodel Naomi Campbell has told the war crimes
tribunal of ex-Liberia President
Charles Taylor
that she was given a few "dirty-looking" stones.
Ms Campbell is being asked about allegations that Mr
Taylor gave her "blood diamonds" as a gift in 1997.
Prosecutors in The Hague say her evidence could help link Mr Taylor to the stones, which they say he
used to fund the civil war in Sierra Leone.
He denies the charges and says he never sold or traded diamonds for weapons.
Ms Campbell, who was late appearing in the courtroom, swore on a Bible before beginning her testimony.
Ms Campbell told the court: "I saw a few stones, they were very small, dirty-looking stones," adding that
she did not know who the diamonds were from.
When asked by the prosecutor how she knew they were diamonds, she replied: "I don't know, because
they were in a jewellery box."
Celebrity dinner
Allegations that the rough, uncut gemstones were given to Ms Campbell emerged in a statement by US
actress Mia Farrow.
So-called blood diamonds are stones mined in areas controlled by rebel armies, and used to fund their
violence.
Ms Farrow claimed that Ms Campbell had told her she had been given the stones after a celebrity dinner
in South Africa, hosted by former South African President Nelson Mandela.
Ms Campbell is said to have donated her gift to Nelson Mandela Children's Fund, although the fund told a
UK newspaper it had not received any stones from the model.
There is some confusion over how many stones were
given to Ms Campbell. Ms Farrow says Ms Campbell
told her she received one stone, while another alleged
witness, Ms Campbell's former agent Carole White, said
she was given six.
Charles Taylor denies 11 charges relating to the West
African conflict
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Ms Campbell is a reluctant witness and has been subpoenaed to appear by prosecutors or risk contempt
of court charges.
In April, she told ABC news in the US that she "never received a diamond" from Mr Taylor and did not
want want to talk about it. Later, she told US talk show host Oprah Winfrey that she did not want to be
involved in Mr Taylor's case and feared for her safety if she were.
Her management company later released a statement confirming she would attend "to help clarify events
in 1997".
Ms Campbell has obtained a court order banning the media from showing images of her within the
confines of the court building.
War crimes
Mr Taylor, 62, is suspected of selling diamonds to buy weapons for Sierra Leone's RUF rebels, who were
notorious for hacking off the hands and legs of civilians during the 1991-2001 civil war.
The trial is in the defence phase, with only a few witnesses remaining to testify. The prosecution rested in
February 2009 after calling 91 witnesses, but obtained special permission to re-open their case to present
new evidence.
Prosecutors say that from his seat of power in Liberia, Mr Taylor also trained and commanded the rebels.
He was arrested in 2006 and his trial at The Hague opened in 2007.
Mr Taylor has pleaded not guilty to 11 charges, including war crimes and crimes against humanity, at the
UN-backed tribunal.
Tens of thousands of people died in the interlinked conflicts in Sierra Leone and Liberia.
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The Independent
Thursday, 5 August 2010

Naomi Campbell: I was given a few small dirty-looking stones
By Joe Sinclair, Press Association, in The Hague

The Special Court for Sierra Leone/PA Wire
Video grab taken of Naomi Campbell giving evidence to the war crimes trial of former Liberian leader Charles
Taylor at the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague

Supermodel Naomi Campbell told the war crimes trial of Charles Taylor today that she was woken in the night and
given a pouch containing "small, dirty looking stones" after a charity dinner.
Giving evidence to the trial in The Hague, Netherlands, Campbell said she met Taylor for the first time during a
meal in September 1997.
She told the court that two men knocked on her door in the middle of night as she stayed at the home of former
South African president Nelson Mandela and presented her with a pouch containing "a few stones - a few very
small dirty-looking stones".
The model told the court she discussed the incident with fellow guests the next morning and was told: "That's
obviously Charles Taylor."
Campbell is said to have received a "blood diamond" from Taylor, who faces charges including criminal
responsibility for murder, rape, sexual slavery and the use of child soldiers.
The 40-year-old model, from Streatham, south London, refused to take part in the trial at the Special Court for
Sierra Leone in The Hague until she was issued with a subpoena.
She arrived at the courthouse in The Hague surrounded by police officers. She did not speak to reporters outside.
Asked what she thought the gift was, she said: "They were dirty-looking pebbles. I'm used to seeing diamonds,
shiny and in a box."
She told the court that the men had knocked on her door and said: "There's a gift for you."
She said there were "maybe two or three" stones.
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Campbell said she was told the stones were "probably" diamonds but did not know for sure
She said she "assumed" they were a gift from Taylor.
"I didn't know anything about Charles Taylor," she said. "I had never heard of him before, never heard of Liberia
before, never heard of the term 'blood diamonds' before, so I just assumed it was."
She said she did not know who presented the gift.
"I didn't know if it was staff of the house," she said. "I didn't know where they came from."
The model added that she had not wanted to attend the hearing and described it as an "inconvenience".
"I don't want to be here. I was made to be here... This is an inconvenience to me," she said.
She was reluctant to attend because she wanted to protect her family, she said.
Despite believing the stones were a gift from Taylor, Campbell had no intention of thanking him.
She said: "I had no way of contacting him and I had no intention of contacting him."
Campbell said she had "read up" on Taylor using the internet and learned that he had supposedly "killed thousands
of people".
"I don't want my family in danger in any way," she said.
She said she had given the stones to a colleague and added: "Once I handed them over... it was out of my hands."
Campbell said the stones were "very small" but could not offer any further detailed explanation of them.
"I'm not a diamonds expert but they were very small," she said.
The model told the court she handed the gems to a colleague and told him to "do something good with them".
She said she had wanted them to be donated to charity but added: "He still has them so they didn't benefit."
The court was shown documents from the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund "categorically" stating that the charity
had not received the diamonds, although records showed Campbell made cash donations in 1997 and 1998.
Earlier, Campbell was asked to identify the guests who attended the dinner.
They included Taylor, Jemima and Imran Khan, Mr Mandela and his wife, music producer Quincy Jones and
actress Mia Farrow.
The court was shown a photograph of the group, in which Campbell stood alongside Taylor.
The prosecutor suggested that Campbell had not been "entirely truthful" during her evidence because she was "in
fear of Charles Taylor".
An application was made by the prosecution for Campbell to be considered as a "court witness" because she had not
made herself available ahead of today's evidence.
But the move was dismissed by the judge, who ruled that the model should be classed as a witness for the
prosecution.
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The Sun
Thursday, 5 August 2010
Naomi admits taking diamonds
By STAFF REPORTER

Trial ... Naomi Campbell

SUPERMODEL Naomi Campbell said today that she received "dirty stones" at the war crimes
trial of former Liberian leader Charles Taylor.
She told how she was woken in the night and given a pouch containing "small, dirty
looking stones" after a charity dinner.
Giving evidence Campbell said she met Taylor for the first time during a meal in
September 1997.
She told the court that two men knocked on her door in the middle of night as she
stayed at the home of former South African president Nelson Mandela and
presented her with a pouch containing gems.
She said: "They were very small, dirty looking stones."
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War crimes ... Charles Taylor
The model told the court she discussed the incident with fellow guests the next morning and was told:
"That's obviously Charles Taylor."
Campbell is said to have received a "blood diamond" from Taylor, who faces
charges including criminal responsibility for murder, rape, sexual slavery and the
use of child soldiers.
The 40-year-old model, from Streatham, South London, refused to take part in the
trial at the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague until she was issued with a
subpoena.
The model said that she had not wanted to attend the hearing and described it as
an "inconvenience".
She said: "I don't want to be here. I was made to be here... This is an
inconvenience to me."
She said she was reluctant to attend because she wanted to protect her family.

'Blood diamond' ... child soldiers in Liberia
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Campbell said she had "read up" on Taylor using the internet and learned that he had supposedly "killed
thousands of people".
She added: "I don't want my family in danger in any way."
Despite believing the stones were a gift from Taylor, Campbell said she had no
intention of thanking him.
She said: "I had no way of contacting him and I had no intention of contacting
him."
She said she had given the stones to a colleague and added: "Once I handed them
over... it was out of my hands."
Campbell said the stones were "very small" but could not offer any further detailed
explanation of them.
"I'm not a diamonds expert but they were very small," she said.
She arrived at the courthouse in The Hague surrounded by police officers. She did
not speak to reporters outside.
Asked what she thought the gift was, she said: "They were dirty- looking pebbles.
I'm used to seeing diamonds, shiny and in a box."
She told the court that the men had knocked on her door and said: "There's a gift
for you."
She said there were "maybe two or three" stones.
Campbell said she was told the stones were "probably" diamonds but did not know
for sure.
She said she "assumed" they were a gift from Taylor.
She added: "I didn't know anything about Charles Taylor. I had never heard of him
before, never heard of Liberia before, never heard of the term 'blood diamonds'
before, so I just assumed it was."
She said she did not know who presented the gift.
She told the court: "I didn't know if it was staff of the house. I didn't know where
they came from."
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Reuters
Thursday, 5 August 2010
FACTBOX-African warlord Charles Taylor on trial
Supermodel Naomi Campbell testifies about a "blood diamond" in the war crimes trial of Charles Taylor
on Thursday. Liberia's former president, Taylor is the first African ruler to stand trial for war crimes. The
62-year-old has pleaded not guilty to all charges.
Prosecutors say that during a visit to South Africa in 1997, Taylor gave Campbell a large rough cut
diamond after a dinner hosted by Nelson Mandela. "Blood diamonds" are diamonds mined in conflict
zones and sold to fund warring parties.
Here are some facts about Taylor:
TAYLOR'S ROAD TO TRIAL:
* Prosecutors from the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone have said Taylor sought to control
neighbouring Sierra Leone's diamond mines and destabilise its government to boost his regional
influence. They say he directed Revolutionary United Front rebels in a campaign of terror against
civilians.
* The Special Court indicted Taylor in June 2003 on 17 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
over the war in Sierra Leone but condensed the charges to 11 counts in 2006 to ensure a focused trial. He
has pleaded not guilty to them all.
* The charges included acts of terrorism, murder, rape, enslavement, conscripting child soldiers, sexual
slavery, pillage and outrages upon personal dignity.
* Taylor was moved to The Hague in June 2006 due to fears that a trial in Sierra Leone's capital Freetown
could spur unrest in Sierra Leone or Liberia. If convicted, he would serve his jail sentence in Britain.
* The prosecution closed its case against Taylor on Feb. 27, 2009 after 91 witnesses were presented. A
defence lawyer for Taylor said in April 2009 there was no evidence he planned and instigated atrocities in
Sierra Leone and asked the war crimes court to acquit him of all charges.
LIFE DETAILS:
* Taylor was born in January 1948 to a family of Americo-Liberians -- a small but traditionally powerful
group descended from the freed slaves who founded the West African country of Liberia in the 19th
century.
* A Christian who studied in the United States and enjoyed tennis, Taylor's trademark outfit was a white
suit with a cane.
* Taylor worked for Liberian President Samuel Doe in a position that gave him control of much of
Liberia's budget. Doe accused him in 1983 of embezzling almost $1 million and Taylor fled to the United
States.
* Jailed by U.S. authorities for embezzlement, Taylor escaped from his Massachusetts cell in 1985 after a
year. He resurfaced in Ivory Coast and launched a rebellion in 1989 to topple Doe.
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* The Liberian war ended in 1996 with 200,000 dead. Taylor became president after a campaign
memorable for the macabre unofficial slogan: "You killed my ma, you killed my pa. I'll vote for you."
* But Taylor's foes rose again and, under U.S. pressure, he stepped down and handed over the country to
former Vice President Moses Blah. Taylor accepted asylum in Nigeria as part of a peace plan. * Taylor
was known simply as "Pappy" by a generation of child soldiers who went into battle on a cocktail of
marijuana and amphetamines and were led by self-appointed generals with names such as "Peanut Butter",
"Bad Boy" and "Butt Naked". (For full Reuters Africa coverage and to have your say on the top issues,
visit: africa.reuters.com/ ) (Writing by David Cutler, London Editorial Reference Unit; Editing by Peter
Graff)
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MailOnline
Thursday, 5 August 2010

'They gave me some dirty looking pebbles': Naomi Campbell tells war crimes tribunal she received
blood diamonds from African dictator
By Mail Foreign Service
Naomi Campbell today told a war crimes tribunal in The Hague that she had
received diamonds she assumed were from African dictator Charles Taylor.
The supermodel revealed that she had been given a pouch containing a number of
small gems after a charity event in South Africa hosted by Nelson Mandela in 1997.
She described how two men had knocked on the door of her room in the middle of
the night and handed over the gift.
Campbell, 40, had then said she had gone straight back to bed and only looked
inside the pouch in the morning.

Evidence: Naomi Campbell told a war crimes tribunal in The Hague that she had received diamonds at a
dinner hosted by Nelson Mandela in 1997
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Campbell had tried to avoid testifying before the tribunal, claiming it would put her family in danger
Asked what she found, she said: 'I saw some dirty little pebbles.' She said she had
assumed that they had come from Charles Taylor, the former leader of Liberia.
'This is a big inconvenience to me,' she said, referring to her presence at the
tribunal.
'I don't want anything to do with. I care about the protection of my family.
'This is someone (Charles Taylor) that I read up on on the internet that's killed
thousands of people allegedly and I don't want my family in danger in any way.'
The supermodel also admitted that she had never even heard of Liberia at the time
of the dinner. She denied giving Taylor her phone number - and said that she had
had no contact with him since.
Campbell said she had handed the diamonds to a friend Jeremy Ratcliffe, who
worked for the Nelson Mandela children's fund, with the intention that he would give
them to charity.
However, he never handed them on and still has them in his possession.
Campbell arrived at the courthouse in The Hague fashionably late and surrounded
by police escorts.
She wore a tight fitting beige suit and had her hair styled in a high beehive.
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On trial: Former Liberian President Charles Taylor in court today as Campbell gives evidence

The witness stand at the tribunal in The Hague: Campbell swore on the Bible before giving testimony
The model had tried to avoid testifying before the tribunal, telling one television
journalist she did not receive anything from Taylor, now 63.
Notoriously short-tempered, she then lashed out at the camera and stormed out of
the interview.
Later she told talk show host Oprah Winfrey she did not want to be involved in the
case as it could put her family in danger.
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But despite her reticence, she was eventually forced to travel to The Hague after
being issued with a subponea.
Taylor is charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
including murder, rape and conscripting child soldiers.
He is also accused of arming and controlling Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United
Front, a rebel force responsible for widespread atrocities.
The army was notorious for hacking off hands and arms of civilians during the
decade-long war in which more than a hundred thousand people were killed.
It is alleged that he traded blood diamonds - which are mined in war zones - for
weapons during the conflict, a claim he denies.
Prosecutors say that Campbell holds vital evidence in the case.
Her testimony will revolve around a celebrity dinner hosted by Nelson Mandela in
South Africa in 1997 which both Taylor and Campbell attended.
Actress Mia Farrow was also at the event and it was her testimony to The Hague
tribunal that dragged Campbell into the affair.
In a written statement, Farrow described breakfasting with her children and
Campbell at breakfast the next day.
The model, she said, had told her an unforgettable story.

The dinner: A photograph
taken on the night shows (left
to right) Jemima Khan, Imran
Khan, Campbell, Charles
Taylor, Nelson Mandela,
Gracha Machell, Quincy
Jones, Mia Farrow and Tony
Leung

‘She told us she had been awakened in the night by knocking at her door,’ she said.
‘She opened the door to find two or three men - I do not recall how many - who
presented her with a large diamond which they said was from Charles Taylor.’
Farrow’s account was backed up by Campbell’s former agent Carole White, who said
she was present when the uncut diamonds were delivered.
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If true, prosecutors say the story would back up claims that Taylor was carrying
the stones to sell or exchange for weapons for use in the civil war in Sierra Leone.
Campbell’s appearance takes place amid tight security after she applied for special
witness protection measures.
Judges have barred photographers from taking pictures of her while enters or
leaves the courtroom, usually standard procedure for witnesses at The Hague.
They ruled that her fears for her safety and privacy were legitimate because of her
high profile and the intense media interest in her appearance.
However, her testimony will be recorded as usual by courtroom cameras.
The court did not go as far as Campbell had wanted.
She had asked the judges for a gag order on all information ‘gleaned about her stay
at the court’ apart from her public testimony.
Campbell will also be allowed to have a lawyer present during her testimony.
Farrow and White are due to give evidence on August 9.
Taylor was elected president of Liberia in 1997 but was forced to step down six
years later and went into exile in Nigeria.
FROM CATWALK TO COURTROOM
It is not the first time Naomi Campbell has made an unwilling appearance in court.
In 2000 in Toronto, Canada, Campbell pleaded guilty to an assault charge after
beating an assistant on the head with a mobile phone.
In 2007 she spent five days mopping floors and scrubbing toilets after she was
given a community service sentence in New York for throwing a mobile phone at her
housekeeper during an argument over a pair of jeans.
She was also ordered to attend anger management classes.
And in 2008 she was ordered to carry out 200 hours of community service for
kicking and spitting at police officers after going ‘berserk’ on an aircraft.
The model screamed foul-mouthed abuse at the captain of a British Airways flight
waiting to take off from Heathrow Airport’s Terminal 5 when one of her bags went
missing.
In March this year she was facing another assault charge after being accused of
hitting her driver in New York.
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But the driver later dropped the matter, saying it had been ‘blown out of
proportion’.
Being questioned over Taylor’s alleged gift has also sparked her anger.
Asked about the diamond by ABC News earlier this year, Campbell stormed out of
the interview and lashed out at a camera.
She later told Oprah Winfrey a sound effect was added to the footage to make it
more dramatic - a claim ABC vigorously denied.
She also told the talk show host she was ashamed of her violent outbursts, saying:
‘I take responsibility for the things that I have done and I do feel a great sense of
shame.’
And she spoke of her battle against cocaine addiction, a habit she managed to kick
more than six years ago.
Campbell said her anger was down to ‘an abandonment issue’ stemming from
childhood.
She never met her father, and her mother, a ballerina, left her behind to travel the
world.
Campbell was just 15 years old when she was discovered by an Elite talent scout
during a shopping trip to London’s Covent Garden.
She became one of the original supermodels, alongside the likes of Cindy Crawford,
Claudia Schiffer, Christy Turlington and Linda Evangelista.
She was also the first black model to grace the cover of Vogue magazine.
She appeared in music videos with Michael Jackson and George Michael and was
romantically linked to celebrities, such as actor Robert De Niro, boxer Mike Tyson
and musician Usher.
Campbell is now living in Moscow with Russian real estate mogul Vladislav Doronin,
who she met at the Cannes Film Festival in 2008.
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Telegraph
Thursday, 5 August 2010

Naomi Campbell tells Charles Taylor's war crimes tribunal about 'dirty stones'
Naomi Campbell has told a UN war crimes tribunal investigating Charles Taylor, the former Liberian
president, how she was given a pouch containing "dirty stones" by two men who came to her hotel room.
By Bruno Waterfield in The Hague

Naomi Campbell (third from left)
next to Charles Taylor and Nelson
Mandela, with Mia Farrow (second
from right) and others including
Jemima and Imran Khan, Graça
Machell and Tony Leung, in 1997
Photo: REX FEATURES
After confirming her name and date
of birth, Miss Campbell said the pair
knocked on the door of her hotel
room and woke her up late at night
after the dinner with Mandela.
The men, who she had never met, told her “there is a gift for you”. They gave her a “pouch” which she
opened the next morning and containing “a few small very dirty looking stones”.
In response to questioning, she said, in a husky voice, “I guess they were diamonds”.
The following morning she joined Carol White, her ex agent, and Mia Farrow for breakfast and told them
of the gift. Miss White said the gift must be from Mr Taylor.
The supermodel said she then gave the stones to an organiser of a South African children’s charity.
Miss Campbell, who had been driven into court in a van with blacked-out windows to avoid crowds of
waiting photographers, appeared in the witness box wearing a cream jacket and matching skirt.
Judges have ordered special security measures for the British supermodel, ruling that she must be
protected from intense press scrutiny at the normally sleepy UN court, which occupies the former sports
centre of the Dutch secret service in a residential suburb.
Mr Taylor is being tried on 11 counts of war crimes in Sierra Leone, including charges of murder, rape
and sexual slavery, in a trial that has already lasted two years.
Mr Taylor, 62, is accused by prosecutors of trading in "blood diamonds" to fund a brutal and bloody war
carried out by rebels in Liberia's neighbouring Sierra Leone.
Critical to their case is the allegation that his staff gave Miss Campbell, 40, a large uncut gem as a present
after they met at a star studded gala banquet hosted by Nelson Mandela in 1997.
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Miss Campbell had denied the story and was issued with a subpoena and a warning that she faced a
seven year jail sentence after initially refusing to discuss it with the UN war crimes court.
In April, she insisted that she "never received a diamond". In May, she told Oprah Winfrey, the US
chatshow host, she did not want to be involved in Taylor's case and feared for her safety if she were.
Mr Taylor, 62, has dismissed the story as "totally incorrect" and has denied ever owning, selling or trading
diamonds illegally mined or stolen by rebels in Sierra Leone.
Miss Campbell is no stranger to courtrooms, having faced a series of minor lawsuits and criminal cases
over the years.
Two years ago, she pleaded guilty in an incident where she cursed, kicked and spat at police at London's
Heathrow airport after flying into a rage over a missing piece of luggage.
She was sentenced to 200 hours of community service.
The model also did a week of community service in America three years ago after pleading guilty to
assault for hurling a mobile phone at her maid because of a lost pair of jeans.
In 2000, Miss Campbell pleaded guilty in Toronto to an assault charge for beating an assistant who said
the model has struck her on the head with a phone.
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CNN
Thursday, 5 August 2010
Naomi Campbell to testify in war crimes trial
By the CNN Wire Staff

A photo taken the night of a dinner party after
which Charles Taylor allegedly gave Naomi
Campbell a blood diamond.

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
•

•

Naomi Campbell's testimony in
the war crimes trial of former
Liberian president goes ahead
Thursday
• Campbell is expected to testify
that Charles Taylor gave her a
diamond in 1997
• Taylor faces war crimes charges
over a conflict in Sierra Leone
That war was said to be fueled by rough diamonds, also known as "blood diamonds"

(CNN) -- Supermodel Naomi Campbell has taken the stand at the war crimes tribunal at The Hague to testify in the
trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor.
Prosecutors say Taylor gave Campbell a diamond during the war in Sierra Leone, contradicting Taylor's testimony
that he never handled the precious stones that fueled the conflict.
The defense said it hadn't seen a copy of Campbell's testimony, which interferes with Taylor's right to a fair trial.
Under tribunal rules, the defense team should get advance access to prosecution witness testimony so it can prepare
its arguments. Prosecutors said they have not obtained a statement from Campbell, but they did provide a copy of
her anticipated testimony to the defense.
Prosecutors had rested their case against Taylor in February 2009, but reopened it specifically to call Campbell to
testify after learning in June of that year that Taylor had given the supermodel a diamond in South Africa in 1997.
Prosecutors said they also wanted to call actress Mia Farrow and a witness named Carole Taylor to testify, court
papers show.
Prosecutors have said that Farrow confirmed that Taylor gave Campbell a diamond.
When arguing to reopen the case, prosecutors said Campbell's testimony would prove that the former president
"used rough diamonds for personal enrichment and arms purchases," according to papers filed with the U.N.-backed
court.
Campbell did not want to be involved in the trial but was subpoenaed July 1.
Taylor, 62, was president of Liberia from 1997 to 2003. The war crimes charges against him stem from the
widespread murder, rape and mutilation that occurred during the civil war in Sierra Leone. It was fought largely by
teenagers who were forced to kill, given addictive drugs to provoke violent behavior, and often instructed to rape
and plunder.
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Taylor is charged with five counts of crimes against humanity, including murder, sexual slavery and violence,
and enslavement.
He also faces five counts of war crimes, including acts of terrorism and torture, and one count of other serious
violations of international humanitarian law.
He has pleaded not guilty.
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Sierra Leone: Trial Chamber Rules That Naomi Campbell Will Testify On Thursday, August 5
Alpha Sesay
Trial Chamber judges of the Special Court for Sierra Leone sitting in The Hague today ruled that British
supermodel Naomi Campbell will testify on Thursday, August 5, 2010, thereby denying a defense
application that the supermodel's testimony be put on hold until prosecutors honor all their disclosure
obligations pertaining to the evidence she will present.
Defense lawyers made their application for a "Stay of Evidence Pending Disclosure of the Statement of
Naomi Campbell" on July 30, 2010.
They sought delay Ms. Campbell's testimony asked the judges to require prosecutors to obtain statements
from the supermodel and disclose said statements to the defense. In the said motion, Charles Taylor's
lawyers argued that the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of the Court impose an obligation on the
prosecution to obtain a statement from the witness and that such statement must be disclosed to the
defense before the witness commences her testimony.
The defense lawyers argued that the said obligation on the prosecution is geared towards safeguarding the
rights of the accused guaranteed in the Statute of the Court and that it is only through such disclosure that
the accused will be adequately informed of the material allegations against him and be in the position to
adequately prepare for his defense.
On August 3, 2010, prosecutors responded to the defense application. Prosecutors argued that they were
not in possession of any statements or briefing notes of Ms. Campbell's anticipated testimony because the
witness had refused to speak to prosecutors. Prosecutors further argued that the Rules of the Court only
impose an obligation on the prosecution to disclose witness statements that are in its possession and that
the said Rules do not impose any obligation on prosecutors to obtain a statement from a witness,
especially one that has been unwilling to make any statements.
They stated that the summary of the issues, which they expect the witness to speak about, have already
been disclosed to defense lawyers, and those should be sufficient enough to satisfy any disclosure
obligations.
Today, the judges dismissed the defense motion, stating that the prosecution is not obliged to disclose
those statements that are not in its possession and that prosecutors are also not obliged to obtain a
statement from an uncooperative witness.
"The prosecution is neither able nor obliged to disclose documents that are not in its possession or to
which it does not have access...nor is it obliged....to obtain a statement from an uncooperative witness,"
the judges said.
The judges further said "the fact that a witness does not have a prior statement does not render a trial
unfair or automatically put a party at an unjust disadvantage."
"A witness may provide evidence which was unforeseen to both parties during his viva voce examination,
independent of any previous statements, and it is for the Chamber to determine, on a case by case basis,
whether this new information could affect the fairness of the proceedings."
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As a result of this decision, Ms. Campbell's testimony will take place tomorrow. Ms. Campbell's
testimony will focus on allegations that in September 1997, Mr. Taylor sent men to deliver rough
diamonds to her after they had both attended a star-studded dinner that was hosted by Nelson Mandela in
South Africa. The diamonds, prosecutors allege, were given to Mr. Taylor by RUF rebels for him to sell
and use the proceeds to purchase arms and ammunition for the rebels in Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor has
dismissed the allegations as "total nonsense."
Inside the courtroom today, Mr. Taylor's 19th defense witness, Issa Hassan Sesay, the convicted former
interim leader of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) - the Sierra Leonean rebel group that Mr. Taylor
is accused of providing support for - continued his testimony on behalf of the former Liberian president.
Mr. Sesay refuted claims by a prosecution witness that when he (Sesay) became interim leader of the
RUF, he went to Liberia to inform Mr. Taylor about the disarmament of RUF fighters in Sierra Leone and
that Mr. Taylor ordered him not to disarm to the UN peacekeepers in the country, saying that the UN
could not be trusted. Mr. Sesay denied that such a meeting ever took place.
"I did not have such a meeting with Charles Taylor, and he never told me not to disarm to the UN," Mr.
Sesay said.
The prosecution witness who made this claim also told the court in 2008 that after Mr. Taylor had told
Mr. Sesay not to disarm, "Issa [Sesay] said he didn't believe he will continue taking instructions from
Charles Taylor."
"He said Charles Taylor now had peace in his country, that he had won elections in his country. He said
Charles Taylor had already given peace to his own people and he doesn't want he, Issa to give peace to his
own people," lead defense lawyer for Mr. Taylor, Courtenay Griffiths quoted the prosecution witness as
saying in 2008.
The witness also testified in 2008 that Mr. Taylor ordered Mr. Sesay not to handover to the UN the arms
that Mr. Taylor had provided. Instead, the weapons were to be handed back to Mr. Taylor if Mr. Sesay
and the RUF no longer wanted to use them.
"Charles Taylor had said he was the one who had given them the weapons. If they did not use them, they
should be returned to him," the prosecution witness said in 2008.
Mr. Sesay today dismissed these claims as lies.
"I don't recall because such a thing did not take place. Mr. Taylor or Yeaten [Benjamin], nobody gave me
arms. When I became interim leader, nobody gave me arms. The arms that the RUF had, I disarmed all to
the UN," Mr. Sesay said.
Mr. Sesay accused prosecution witnesses of making up stories against Mr. Taylor, saying that such
witnesses lied when they testified that the RUF was like a younger brother for Mr. Taylor's National
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebel group, or that RUF leader Foday Sankoh sought Mr. Taylor's
approval before the RUF amputated the arms of civilians in order to stop them from voting in the 1996
elections in Sierra Leone.
Mr. Sesay's testimony continues on Friday.

