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BBC World Service Trust
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05/08/2010
NAOMI CHAMPBELL’S BLOOD DIAMONDS
INRTO
In the Hague, the supermodel, Naomi Campbell, has been giving her account of the dinner in South
Africa September 1997 at which she was alleged to have been given “blood diamonds by the former
Liberian president Charles Taylor.
From the Hague, the BBC WST Adolphus Williams has more.

STORY
Campbell had declined to cooperate with prosecutors until the Special Court judges ordered her last
month to appear or face a possible sentence of up to seven years for contempt.
The British-born supermodel, Naomi Campbell Thursday told the court she was invited by the then
South African president, Nelson Mandela, September 1997, to a dinner in respect of the Nelson Mandela
Children’s Fund.
She said, in Mandela’s presidential mansion, the night after the event, she was woken in the middle of the
night by two black men who gave her a pouch containing some dirty looking pebbles.
CAMPBELL: When I was sleeping I had a knock at my door, and I opened my door, and two men were
there and gave me a pouch and said “a gift for you.”
She added, she later discovered from her former modelling agent, Carol White that the pebbles must be
diamonds and were probably a gift from Mr. Taylor.
The pebbles were later given to the director of the Mandela Children’s fund, Jeremy Radcliffe, for charity
purpose, said Naomi Campbell.
Campbell had been called to the witness stand by the prosecution, but she often seemed more comfortable
answering question from the Defence lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths. Griffiths got Campbell to testify that
some statements given to the prosecution by Naomi’s former agent, Carole White were wrong.
Griffiths said, Carole White had alleged that Ms, Campbell was seated next to Mr. Taylor at the dinner
and flirted with him.
GRIFFITHS: Carole White says this: “Throughout the dinner Miss Campbell and Mr. Taylor were mildly
flirtatious with each other.” Carole White heard Mr. Taylor tell Miss Campbell that he was going to send
her diamonds, so it was arranged that he would send some men back with the gift. Is that true or false?
CAMPBELL: That’s not true at all.
Argument ensued between the prosecution and the defence when prosecution lawyer, Brenda Hollis said
Naomi Campbell was not truthful to the court.
HOLLIS: Isn’t it correct that your account today is not entirely truthful because of your fear of Charles
Taylor?
CAMPBELL: No, that’s not correct.

12

GRIFFITHS: Madam President, that is an attempt to impeach one’s own witness. In our submission it
is totally improper.
JUSTICE SEBUTINDE: Yes, Miss Hollis, it is improper. It is improper to impeach your own witness by
saying that her account is not totally truthful. You know the procedure.
HOLLIS: …on the record, our position on that, Madam President. For the record, may I be allowed?
Carole White is expected to testify here about her own account of what happened at the dinner in Nelson
Mandela’s presidential mansion in September 1997.
AW, BBC WST, the Hague
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The Associated Press
Friday, 6 August 2010

Supermodel's Friend Says SAfricans Have Diamonds
By The Associated Press

Associated Press
In this image made from television Naomi Campbell is seen at the U.N.-backed
Special Court for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5,
2010. Naomi Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war
crimes trial of former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her
battle to avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress
Mia Farrow that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner
party hosted by Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's
true, it's evidence that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange
for weapons during that country's 1992-2002 civil war.

Associated Press
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Associated Press

Associated Press
Naomi Campbell is seen on a screen in the pressroom of the U.N.-backed Special
Court for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010.
Naomi Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war crimes
trial of former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her battle to
avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress Mia
Farrow that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner party
hosted by Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's true, it's
evidence that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for
weapons during that country's 1992-2002 civil war. The court did not give
permission to take photos of Naomi Campbell inside the courtroom.

15

Associated Press
Naomi Campbell is seen on a screen in the pressroom of the U.N.-backed Special
Court for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010.
Naomi Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war crimes
trial of former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her battle to
avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress Mia
Farrow that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner party
hosted by Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's true, it's
evidence that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for
weapons during that country's 1992-2002 civil war. The court did not give
permission to take photos of Naomi Campbell inside the courtroom.
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Associated Press
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor is seen at the U.N.-backed Special Court
for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010. Naomi
Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war crimes trial of
former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her battle to avoid
testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress Mia Farrow
that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner party hosted by
Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's true, it's evidence
that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for weapons during
that country's 1992-2002 civil war. The court did not give permission to take photos
of Naomi Campbell.
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Associated Press
In this image made from television Naomi Campbell is seen holding the bible being sworn in at the U.N.backed Special Court for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010. Naomi
Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war crimes trial of former Liberian ruler
Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her battle to avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about
claims made by actress Mia Farrow that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner
party hosted by Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's true, it's evidence that
he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for weapons during that country's 1992-2002
civil war.

Associated Press
Naomi Campbell is seen on a screen in the pressroom of the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone
in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010. Naomi Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse
to give evidence at the war crimes trial of former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost
her battle to avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress Mia Farrow that
Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner party hosted by Nelson Mandela in South
Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's true, it's evidence that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone
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rebels in exchange for weapons during that country's 1992-2002 civil war. The court did not give
permission to take photos of Naomi Campbell inside the courtroom.

Associated Press
In this image made from television Naomi Campbell is seen at the U.N.-backed
Special Court for Sierra Leone in Leidschendam, Netherlands, Thursday, Aug. 5,
2010. Naomi Campbell appeared at a Dutch courthouse to give evidence at the war
crimes trial of former Liberian ruler Charles Taylor after the supermodel lost her
battle to avoid testifying. Campbell will be questioned about claims made by actress
Mia Farrow that Taylor gave the British model an uncut diamond after a dinner
party hosted by Nelson Mandela in South Africa in 1997. Prosecutors say if that's
true, it's evidence that he received diamonds from Sierra Leone rebels in exchange
for weapons during that country's 1992-2002 civil war.
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New York Daily News
Friday, 6 August 2010
Naomi Campbell says she wants to get war crimes tribunal 'over with' and get on with her life
Frank Digiacomo

APTN/AP
Naomi Campbell testifies at U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone in Netherlands, Thursday.

Jannink/Pool
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor
All this war crimes stuff is, like, seriously messing up Naomi Campbell's vacation.
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At a trial to determine whether Liberian strongman Charles Taylor funded a civil
war in Sierra Leone with "blood diamonds," the clueless catwalker told a war-crimes
tribunal at The Hague in the Netherlands Thursday, "I just want to get this over
with and get on with my life." In Campbell's case, insiders tell us that means
resuming a luxurious yacht cruise with her married billionaire boyfriend, Vladimir
Doronin.
When the model's testimony is complete, the source says, Campbell and her beau
plan to resume their Mediterranean tour aboard Doronin's yacht.
We also hear that Doronin's 13-year-old daughter, Katia, will join the couple as they
yacht-hop to Sardinia, Sicily, and that Spanish isle of iniquity, Ibiza. But though
Campbell is known for partying hearty, our insider says the next leg of her and
Doronin's trip is meant to be "family-oriented." Though there will be a few friends
along for the ride, the source says the not-yet-divorced Vladimir and Naomi want to
keep it more "low-key."
Prior to taking The Hague's hot seat, Campbell and beau chilled out in St. Tropez.
Perhaps that's why Campbell sounded as if she had a bad case of sunstroke after
she arrived fashionably late to testify about diamonds she received after a 1997
dinner for Taylor at the home of then-South African President Nelson Mandela.
Campbell claimed she didn't know whether the "dirty-looking pebbles" given to her
by two men, who didn't introduce themselves, were even diamonds - and claimed
to not even know who Taylor was. "I don't know anything about Charles Taylor,
never heard of him before, never heard of the country Liberia before," Campbell
said of the Liberian president, who faces charges of murder, rape, recruiting child
soldiers and sexual enslavement.
Campbell also claimed she'd "never heard of the term 'blood diamonds' before" and
said she gave the stones to a friend, Jeremy Ratcliffe, who then was director of the
Nelson Mandela Children's Fund.
But the charity has stated it never received the diamonds Campbell said she gave to
its former head. And the prosecution did not seem to be buying what Campbell was
selling - especially because it clashed with statements made by actress Mia Farrow,
who also attended the dinner and figures in Campbell's testimony. (Farrow is slated
to testify on Monday.)
Prosecutor Brenda Hollis asked the supermodel, "Isn't it correct that your account
today isn't entirely truthful?"
But Campbell replied, "No, that's not correct."
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Africa News
Thursday, 5 August 2010
S. Leone: Low turn-out at Taylor trial
Murtala Mohammed Kamara, AfricaNews repoter in Freetown, Sierra Leone

The testimony of black British supermodel Naomi Campbell at the Special Court for Sierra Leone is currently the
lead news item in almost all major news network around the world today but Sierra Leoneans on whose behalf the
UN-backed court is prosecuting alleged culprits of the
conflict, have not shown any interest.

The Special Court announced earlier that they will
video stream the long-awaited testimony of Campbell
to the media and the general public at the courtroom at
New England Ville Western Freetown.

However, only three journalists went to witness the
proceedings including AfricaNews reporter, the BBC
correspondent here and another local reporter, which
makes the total number of 10 plus security staffs of
the court out of a population of more than five million.

In the streets of Freetown, the capital, the interest is low. Most people AfricaNews spoke to were unaware who
Naomi Campbell is and to what extent she is involve in the Charles Taylor trial. Kemoh Sesay, a young man in his
late 20’s cited the long delay in the Taylor trial and the huge amount of money the court has spent already as among
the factors that are responsible for the lack of interest.

“Most people are thinking today of how to provide for their families considering the current economic situation and
not the special court,” Sesay said while Ali Kamara argued that the setting up of the Special Court will indeed put
an end to impunity. “We are now living in a civilised world, no one is above the law, anyone who commits crimes
anywhere must face the full penalties.”

A gift

Meanwhile, Campbell has told the UN backed court in her testimony in The Hague that she received diamonds
from unidentified men. "I was sleeping and had a knock at the door that woke me up. Two men were there and they
gave me a pouch and said: 'A gift for you'."
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"I went back to bed. I looked into the pouch the next morning," the model said. "I saw a few stones, they were
very small, dirty looking stones."

"I'm used to seeing diamonds in a box ... If someone had not said they were diamonds, I would not have known they
were diamonds," she said while adding that "I don't want to be here. I was made to be here ... This is a terrible
inconvenience to me," Campbell told the court.

"Obviously I just want to get this over with and get on with my life."
Sierra Leone went through a bloody civil war which lasted for 11 years killing over 75 thousand. Hundreds were
amputated, young girls were used as sex slaves whiles under age boys where recruited to commit attrocities.

At the end of the civil war, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was instituted for the purpose of
reconciliation. The Special Court came into existence by an agreement between the United Nations and the
Government of Sierra Leone to try all those that are beleive to bear the greatest responsibility in the civil war. The
court has tried and convicted leaders of various groups who took part in the civil war. The Taylor trial which was
trasferred to The Hague citing security reasons remains the last matter before the court.

23

Telegraph
Thursday, 5 August 2010
Naomi Campbell implicates Jeremy Ractliffe: profile
Jeremy Ractliffe, was appointed by Nelson Mandela in 1995 to lead his children's charity.
By Aislinn Laing in Johannesburg

Jeremy Ractliffe
The former businessman, who worked as the finance director of
construction and engineering company Murray & Roberts during apartheid,
proved instrumental in increasing its spending power to millions in the four
years he spent at the helm.
To Naomi Campbell, Mr Ractliffe was trustworthy and kind. "He is
someone who does great things in South Africa for children," she told the
court in The Hague.

But it did not stop her implicating him in in a potentially career-destroying
scandal, claiming he had taken the diamond allegedly given to her by
Charles Taylor and instead of selling it and putting the money into the
children's fund, kept it for himself.
Mr Radcliffe was reluctant to respond to Miss Campbell's claims.
At the family's large detached home in a gated community in the Johannesburg suburb of Atholl, his stepdaughter
Claudia said her father was away and she knew nothing about the diamond claims.
According to a colleague, who has worked with Mr Ractliffe on charitable endeavours for years, he is "a thoroughly
good guy" who has done considerable good for his country.
"I can't speak highly enough of him," he said. "I have known him a long time and he is a very straightforward man.
Whatever happened, I have no doubt that he did nothing wrong."
Passionate about improving children's chances of escaping poverty through education, Mr Ractliffe also helps run a
charity which hands out learning grants and chairs the board of the Joint Education Trust (JET) which works with
private companies and government.
His daughter with a previous partner, artist and alternative therapist psychologist Barbara Fairhead, has also
inherited the charitable gene.
Tamzin Ractliffe founded the SA Social Investment Exchange and GreaterGood SA, which puts charitable
individuals and companies in touch with projects they can help. Now celebrated in South Africa for what she has
achieved she was, she said, "heavily influenced by both parents" in her work.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary
5 August 2010
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

UN News in Liberia
ICGL Says 2011 Elections Critical to Consolidating Liberia’s Democracy
[The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

The International Contact Group on Liberia (ICGL) says the successful conduct of the 2011 General and
Presidential Elections is critical to consolidating democracy in Liberia.
The group said it has been closely following the entire threshold debate from the adoption of the joint
resolution by the Legislature to its signing by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
The ICGL called on Liberians to remain engaged until the electoral framework for the elections is
established in line with the constitution.
The group also called on the Legislature to accelerate the passage of all elections related provisions to
facilitate the holding of elections.

UNMIL Bangladeshi Contingent to Provide Free Medical Treatment in Ganta
[The Analyst]
•
•
•
•

The Bangladeshi Contingent (BANBAT 18) of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) stationed in
Ganta, Nimba County says it will provide free medical services at its headquarters in Ganta.
The senior operational officer of BANBAT 18, Lt./Col. Sorkar Muhammad Shamsuddin said the exercise is
intended to create an avenue for people financially disadvantaged to have free access to drugs.
Lt./Col. Shamsuddin clarified to newsmen in Ganta that the exercise is held every Monday and targets
every sickness.
He said plans are underway to extend the medical outreach programme to other parts of Nimba County
including Bahn , Tappita , Saclepea and Sanniquellie.

Local News on Liberian Issues
No Out-of-Court Deal, the Law Prevails On Mulbah: President Sirleaf
[New Democrat]
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has disputed claims of an out of court deal for the cornered Deputy
Speaker of the House, saying the law will take its course in the matter.
Legislators from Bong County, from where Deputy House Speaker Tokpa Mulbah hails had hinted an out of
court settlement in a case in which the Deputy Speaker is accused of masterminding the attempted murder
of a police officer.
Bong County citizens in the US, in a statement, have condemned that alleged action of their compatriot.
Mr. Mulbah maintains he has done no wrong, and that his enemies are after him.
Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio, quoting the President, said Wednesday that the Justice Ministry
is handling the case to ensure that justice prevails.
Following Mr. Mulbah’s indictment on 8 counts including attempted murder and theft of property,
prosecutors withdrew the case, contending that the secrecy of the indictment had been compromised.
But they later clarified that there is a legal difference between ‘withdrawing’ a case and dropping, adding
that the Deputy Speaker was still liable to the law.

Justice Ministry, GTZ Commence Probation Project
[The News, The Inquirer]
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•
•
•
•
•

The Justice Ministry and the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) probation project Monday
commenced a two-day seminar on probation of judges, magistrates, prosecutors, public defenders and
defense attorneys.
The seminar is intended for judicial practitioners to solicit their perspectives on how best probation can be
activated in Liberia.
Over 40 legal practitioners participating in the seminar deliberated on a range of issues concerned with the
efficient and effective operation of the probation service.
The goal of the Probation project is to protect public safety and to facilitate the rehabilitation and
reintegration of offenders back into the community.
The Justice Ministry in collaboration with the Judiciary is in partnership with GTZ to activate the country’s
probation service in a 15-month project.

CDC Defeated In River Gee County Runoff By-election
[The News, The Informer, New Democrat, New Vision, National Chronicle, The New Republic, Daily Observer, The
Inquirer, Front Page Africa, The Analyst]
•
•
•
•
•
•

The ruling Unity Party has won the River Gee runoff by-election, defeating the candidate of the main
opposition Congress for Democratic Change (CDC).
Mr. Christian Chea’s victory augments the ruling party in the Legislature after its defeat in the Montserrado
County Senatorial By-election.
The National Elections Commission (NEC) says Mr. Chea won by 64% out of 2761 and his contender,
Philbert Toe secured 36%.
Chea and Toe received higher votes of the four contestants during the first round of elections which was
held 20 July 2010, but fell short of the mark needed to be declared as winner.
Candidates qualified to contest the by-election were: Christian Chea of UP, Philbert Toe of CDC, and
Francis Saywon and Marcus Sayle Quenneh as independent candidates.
Meanwhile the UP Representative-elect is expected to be certificated this Saturday at the NEC
Headquarters.

NEC Conducts Interactive Forum Today
[The Informer, The Inquirer]
•
•
•

The National Elections Commission (NEC) says it will today conduct a one-day interactive forum for civil
society and community-based organizations ahead of the 2011 elections.
NEC said the forum will bring together about 181 civil society and community-based organizations from the
various political subdivisions of the country.
Participants will discuss a code of conduct that will guide them in the delivery of civic and voters’ education
messages on the 2011 elections

International Activist Detests LMA Act
[The Informer, The New Republic, The Inquirer]
•
•
•

Youth Action International’s Executive Director Kimmie Weeks has described the Act seeking to transform
the Bureau of Maritime Affairs into the Liberia Maritime Authority (LMA) as an affront to the development of
the country.
Mr. Weeks maintained that if the bill is passed, it will protect maritime commissioners against prosecution.
According to him the proposed bill could have short and long term negative implications which are
extremely detrimental to the Liberian people.

Human Rights Groups Want Judicial Review on Joint Resolution
[The News]
•
•
•
•

A group of civil society organizations has threatened to file a petition to the Supreme Court of Liberia to
provide judicial review on the joint resolution signed recently by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.
The Executive Director of the National Human Rights Centre of Liberia said civil society does not support
the resolution due to its unconstitutional nature.
Mr. Alfred Quanyjani said they would not give up their quest until the necessary legal interpretation is
provided by the High Court.
He made the disclosure Wednesday following a civil society consultative meeting in Monrovia.

More Than 700 Displaced in Kolahun Fire Incident
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[National Chronicle]
•
•
•
•

Fire has gutted some parts of Kolahun in Lofa County.
Kolahun District Commissioner Morris Tamba explained that the fire started when a little boy was lighting a
fire in a kitchen at which time it spilled over to three drums of gasoline thus causing huge blaze and wide
spread.
He however said the fire was contained with assistance from UNMIL Pakistani soldiers serving with the
United Nations Mission in Liberia assigned in Foya.
Commissioner Tamba also praised the Pakistani peacekeepers for rescuing citizens but noted that
properties valued over LD$70,000 were destroyed.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)
ICGL Says 2011 Elections Critical to Consolidating Liberia’s Democracy
Coalition of Civil Society Groups Mandates Three Members to Appear before the Senate
• A coalition of 26 civil society groups has mandated three of its members summoned by the Liberian Senate
to appear before the body today.
• The groups said the three organizations must honour the citation to answer questions from the senators.
• The groups summoned include the Liberia Democracy Watch, Center for Democratic Empowerment and
Institute for Democracy and Development.
• The Senate summoned the groups for what it considered insulting comments made against the Legislature
after the approval of a joint resolution prescribing an electoral threshold.
• The groups, through its spokesman George Williams claimed the Legislature’s action reflected “a mentally
impoverished leadership and a sinister thought”.
• The groups have been called to explain their comments.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Oppositions Emerge Over LMA Act at National Legislature
• Oppositions have emerged at the National Legislature on the draft Act seeking to transform the Bureau of
Maritime Affairs (BMA) into the Liberia Maritime Authority.
• The objection sufficed Wednesday after a closed-door meeting involving a joint committee of the
Legislature and key government stakeholders.
• The stakeholders include Finance Minister Augustine Ngafuan, Justice Minister Christiana Tah, Defense
Minister Brownie Samukai and BMA Commissioner Binyan Kesselly.
• Reports say the three cabinet ministers spoke against several provisions of the proposed Maritime Reform
Act warning the Legislature not to approve it.
NEC Conducts Interactive Forum Today
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)
British Supermodel Admits Receiving “Dirty-looking” Stones
• British supermodel Naomi Campbell has told the Special Court for Sierra Leone investigating former
President Charles Taylor that she was given a few “dirty-looking” stones.
• Ms. Cambell is being asked regarding allegation that Mr. Taylor gave her blood diamonds as a gift in 1997.
• Prosecutors at the Special Court in The Hague say her evidence could help link the former Liberian leader
to the stones which they said he used to fund the civil war in Sierra Leone.
• Mr. Taylor denied the charges and said he never sold or traded diamonds for weapons.
• The testimony is continuing.
(Also reported Radio Veritas, Sky FM, and ELBC)

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)
CDC Defeated in River Gee County Runoff By-election
(Also reported Truth FM, Sky FM, and ELBC)
Truth FM (News monitored today at 10:00 am)
Lands, Mines and Energy Ministry Wants to Meet Uranium Whistleblower
• The Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy says it will meet the man who had earlier alarmed of illegal
uranium mining in the country.
• A resident of Paynesville Hemie Freeman wrote President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf alleging that some mining
companies are illegally extracting uranium from Liberia.

•
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The Ministry said the mineral is mined in similar faction with iron ore, which involves rail transportation
but would welcome Mr. Freeman to take it to the area or companies concerned.

International Activist Detests LMA Act

International Clips on Liberia
Liberia's Weah urges truth commission report be implemented
AFP
Liberian football legend George Weah has urged the government to implement the recommendations of the wartorn country's truth commission which called for President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to be barred. "We need progress
on such a cardinal issue which would serve as platform for healing the wounds and reconciling our people," Weah,
who is now an opposition leader, told supporters on Tuesday, adding the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's
(TRC) recommendations should be implemented "without delay". The TRC, which closed to the public at the end of
July, ended its mandate on poor terms with government, claiming that it had slashed its budget and failed to
implement its suggestions. The body was set up after a series of bloody civil conflicts that ended in 2003. Weah
was Sirleaf's main opponent in 2005 general and presidential elections in Liberia, the first after the war in which
over 200,000 people were killed.
Campbell received 'dirty stones' - but knew nothing about blood diamonds
www.english.rfi.fr
British supermodel Naomi Campbell has admitted receiving a gift of "dirty-looking stones" after a 1997 banquet in
South Africa, in her testimony before an international criminal tribunal seeking to link the alleged blood diamonds to
former Liberian president and warlord Charles Taylor. Campbell denied knowing who sent her the stones, as she
appeared before the war crimes court in The Hague on Thursday. The model was questioned over allegations that
Taylor gave her diamonds after a charity dinner hosted by Nelson Mandela. Taylor is accused of trading in illegally
mined stones to fund civil war in Sierra Leone between 1991 and 2002. He denies the charges. Campbell told the
court that two men brought the "small, dirty-looking stones" to the guest room where she was staying in Mandela's
house. These men described the uncut diamonds simply as "a gift for you", and did not explain who they were or
who had sent them, she said. It was not until the following morning, when Campbell discussed the present with her
former agent Carole White and actress Mia Farrow, that it occurred to her the stones were likely to have come from
Taylor, she claims. "One of the two said, 'That's obviously Charles Taylor', and I said, 'I guess that was'." Campbell
says she did not immediately recognise the stones as diamonds, nor was she aware of the laws regulating
unprocessed stones. She gave the diamonds to a representative from the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund in the
hope that they would help the charity. The organisation says it never accepted any such donation. Campbell's
testimony contradicts statements by other witnesses, including White and Farrow.
Former Liberian warlord 'finds God,' seeks presidency
http://edition.cnn.com
Prince Johnson -- once a rebel commander in Liberia's civil war, and a man accused of crimes against humanity -says he has found God. Twenty years ago, Johnson personally oversaw the torture and killing of Liberia's former
ruler, Samuel Doe. Johnson is now a Liberian senator and a likely presidential candidate. And, he says, a changed
man. "No-one who accepts Christ remains the same," Johnson told CNN. "You are a new creature, a new
person.”That person of General Johnson in the wartime is not the Johnson now. The Johnson now is the diplomat,
the senator and pastor. It's wonderful!" Liberia is turning toward religion as it wrestles with the question of how to
heal after more than a dozen years of civil war. The U.S. Pew Foundation says Liberia is one of the most religious
countries in the world. Churches, from makeshift evangelical chapels to mega churches, are more crowded than
ever. In this country of just over three million people, virtually everyone was affected by 14 years of civil war that
killed an estimated 250,000 men, women and children.
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International Clips on West Africa
Guinea
Guinea's Conde promises mines review, army pay rise
Reuters
Guinean presidential hopeful Alpha Conde said on Wednesday he would order a review of the country's mining
contracts if elected, days after his rival in the run-off vote promised to do the same. Conde, seen as underdog in the
race with Cellou Dallein Diallo for leadership of the world's biggest bauxite exporter, also said he would triple the
army's pay and put the military, which is notoriously undisciplined, to work rebuilding the nation. After a peaceful
first round of voting, Guineans are hoping a successful run-off will help them draw a line under decades of misrule,
and a particularly unstable 18 months of military rule of the West African nation. Conde said he would bring together
a number of experts to analyse contracts with foreign firms, which include those recently signed by Rio Tinto, Vale,
and Chalco.

Mediator Urges Guinea to Quickly Organize Run-Off Election
www1.voanews.com
West Africa's mediator to Guinea and Burkino Faso President Blaise Compaore is urging Guinea to organize the
second round of presidential elections as soon as possible. Guinea held the first round of its presidential poll on
June 27. Many of the first-round candidates contested provisional results, but on July 20 the Supreme Court
overruled those challenges and announced official results. According to Guinea's electoral code, a run-off between
the two top-scoring candidates could take place two weeks later, but the electoral commission has not announced a
date for the second round.
Ivory Coast
Ivory Coast sets election date for Oct 31
Reuters
Ivory Coast will hold elections on October 31, Prime Minister Guillaume Soro said on Thursday, the first date to
emerge since a November deadline was missed and the electoral process collapsed in political wrangling. The polls
are badly needed to end years of crisis and economic stagnation following a 2002-3 war that divided the world's top
cocoa grower in two. They were first meant to happen in 2005.
FIFA compensates victims of stadium crush in Cote d'Ivoire
PANA
The International Football Federation, FIFA, has given US$100 000 to the victims of the 29 March 2009 stampede
at the Felix Houphouet-Boigny stadium in Abidjan, during the joint 2010 World Cup/Nations Cup Cote d'IvoireMalawi qualifying match. Head of FIFA development office in Abidjan, Kablan J. Sampon, announced the grant
Tuesday. The families of the 22 fans who died in the scramble got US$6000 each, while the 139 who were injured
received US$150 each. Ivorian football federation president, Jacques Anouma, said US$20,000 would be granted
to one of the victims, who were left disabled by the stampede, so he can buy a house.
****
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That Someone Guilty Be Punished: The Impact of the ICTY in Bosnia
Author: Diane F. Orentlicher
When the United Nations Security Council established the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in May 1993, expectations were low. War
was still raging in the Balkans, and the creation of the Tribunal was perceived as an
attempt by Security Council members to save face after failing to stanch the
violence then wracking the region.
Few could have foreseen the deep and lasting effects of the ICTY on Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Balkans, and international law. What began as an ad hoc response
to the war’s atrocities set a precedent that marked the beginning of the postNuremberg era of international justice: since the ICTY’s founding, the international
community has established courts to address atrocities committed in Rwanda,
Sierra Leone, Cambodia, Kosovo, and Timor Leste, as well as a permanent
International Criminal Court with more than 100 states parties.
The ICTY has also directly contributed to national war crimes prosecutions, both in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and throughout the region. Moreover, the ICTY has
created a rich jurisprudence of international humanitarian law that now informs the
work of other national and international courts.
In That Someone Guilty Be Punished, Diane F. Orentlicher, professor of law at
American University, looks at the effects and effectiveness of the ICTY, including
lessons to improve future efforts to provide justice for survivors of atrocious crimes.
Perhaps most importantly, Orentlicher examines the impact of the tribunal through
the words and experiences of those in whose name it was established: the victims
and survivors. Their expectations, hopes, and disappointments are chronicled
alongside the tribunal’s achievements and limitations. Based on hundreds of hours
of interviews—and featuring the voices and perceptions of dozens of Bosnian
interlocutors—That Someone Guilty Be Punished provides a comprehensive and
complex portrait of the ICTY and its impact on Bosnia.
The publication, available below for download, is published by the Open Society
Justice Initiative and the International Center for Transitional Justice.
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Colombia rejects warning of ICC intervention
Kirsten Begg

Following Spanish Judge Baltasar
Garzon's warning that the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
could intervene if Colombia fails to
administer justice to human rights
violators, Colombia's prosecutor
general Guillermo Mendoza on
Tuesday pointed out that the ICC has
yet to convict a single person.
"We hope to see the application of Colombian processing and its effects in a reasonable time," said
Mendoza, adding that "to date the International Criminal Court itself has not handed down a single
sentence and it already has been in force for five years."
Mendoza was responding to Garzon's comment that "there is a lack of the political and judicial
coordination and resolve necessary to begin trials." According to the Spaniard, victims had suffered too
much without seeing results, and if the Colombian justice system doesn't start to speed up and see results,
the ICC will "obviously intervene."
Outgoing Colombian Minister for Justice and the Interior Fabio Valencia Cossio said that "intervention by
international justice occurs if the Colombia justice system doesn't work and I don't think that the
Colombian justice system will accept that."
Garzon is critical of Colombia's Justice and Peace law, which came into force in 2005 and provides
demobilized paramilitaries with reduced sentences if they make a full confession of their crimes.
However, despite the participation of 4,600 demobilized paramilitaries and guerrillas, only two
paramilitaries have been sentenced.
Even former paramilitary bosses have criticized the process, saying that the process is too slow and the
victims' right to the truth is being lost.

