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Voice of America
Tuesday, 11 January 2011

Kenyan PM to Return to Ivory Coast for Mediation Efforts

Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga is expected to soon return to the Ivory Coast in an effort to mediate
an agreement between incumbent Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and the U.N. recognized presidential
election winner, Alassane Ouattara.
Officials say Mr. Odinga, who jointly serves as the African Union's mediator in the country, will travel to
Abidjan this week. No further details were released.
On Monday, Ivory Coast's ambassador to the United Nations said Mr. Ouattara, the internationally
recognized winner of the November election, would form a unity government with members of incumbent
President Laurent Gbagbo's party, if Mr. Gbagbo steps down first.
Youssoufou Bamba told British TV that Mr. Gbagbo has “competent people in his party” and that Mr.
Ouattara is prepared to work with them “in the framework of a wide, composite cabinet.”
Mr. Ouattara's proposal for a unity government comes amid mounting pressure on Mr. Gbagbo to cede
power and end a standoff that has resulted in violence that has killed more than 200 people and threatens
to rekindle a civil war.
The U.N. Security Council issued a statement Monday expressing deep concern at continued violence and
human rights violations in Ivory Coast – including against peacekeepers. It condemned attempts to
prevent the U.N. force from protecting civilians and investigating atrocities.
In its statement, the Security Council demanded an immediate halt to the use of Ivorian media to
propagate “false information” that incites “hatred and violence, including against the United Nations.”
There has been no visible progress toward resolving Ivory Coast's political crisis, despite new mediation
efforts by Nigeria's former president, Olusegun Obasanjo.
The former Nigerian leader said he is optimistic the standoff can be resolved, but he did not rule out
military intervention to oust Mr. Gbagbo. The West African bloc ECOWAS has threatened to remove Mr.
Gbagbo by force unless he relinquishes power to Mr. Ouattara.
Mr. Gbagbo insists that he won the vote and has defied intense international pressure to relinquish power.
Pro-Gbagbo forces continue to keep Mr. Ouattara confined to the Abidjan hotel where he has been for
about a month.

5

BBC Focus on Africa Magazine
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Hirondelle News Agency
Monday, 10 January 2010
Daughter enters witness box to defend his father
Defence hearing for Mathieu Ngirumpatse resumed Monday before the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(ICTR) with the defendant's daughter, Delphine, entering the witness box and claimed that her father neither made
anti-Tutsis statements nor called for their extermination in Rwanda.
"I never heard my father making anti-anybody statements including the Tutsis. My father upheld human life. I never
heard him calling for extermination of Tutsis," Miss Ngirumpatse, currently living in Canada, told Judge Dennis
Byron in her examination in chief led by the defendant's co-counsel, Frederic Weyl.
Miss Ngirumpatse, the youngest daughter of former President of the ruling party in 1994 (MRND), is among four
witnesses her father is expecting to call in the last session for his defence case.
The daughter told Trial Chamber III further that her father neither was a regionalist nor an extremist as, she
claimed, was a man of integrity guided with principles of respect for life, truthful and loyalty and many people used
to admire him. She claimed that her father never chose a friend on ethnicity grounds.
"Few Rwandans whom I came in touch have been telling me that my father was a man of integrity and I should be
proud of happening to be his daughter," she testified.
According to her, she has come to the Tribunal to have the world discover the truth and unveil to the court that her
father was not an extremist and he is charged for crimes he never committed. She added, "I would not wish my
father convicted for crimes he never committed. I did not come here as a matter of obligation, but to tell what kind
this man is."
In course of her testimony, proceedings were temporarily bought to a stand still for some minutes to allow the
daughter to cool down and come back to her normal senses after breaking into tears while accounting difficulties
she faced on her way to Bukavu in the Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo from Gitarama (Central Rwanda)
mid May 1994.
She was threatened to be killed by soldiers on a road block on mistaken identity that she was a Tutsi. Amid sobs,
the daughter claimed that the soldiers stopped the car she was traveling in at a certain road block. Despite showing
her identity card that she was Ngirumpatse's daughter, a Hutu, the soldiers never minded.
"They never minded who is who. I showed them my identity card. They just looked on it. They were not interested
in knowing what appeared in my identity card," she claimed.
Cross-examined by Trial Attorney Maria Wilson, the 36th defence witness for Ngirumpatse, admitted that she had
little interests in politics in Rwanda in 1994 and that she had never attended a couple of political meetings, except
one at Nyamirambo Stadium where she had accompanied her father.
Hearing continues Tuesday.
In the case, Ngirumpatse is charged jointly with former Vice-president of MRND, Edouard Karemera, with
genocide and crimes against humanity, mainly for their "command responsibility" in crimes committed in 1994 by
members of their party. Both pleaded not guilty to the charges. Karemera has already presented his defence case.
FK/ER/GF
© Hirondelle News Agency
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Romea.cz
Monday, 10 January 2010

Genocide Convention, in effect for 60 years, has failed to prevent many conflicts

Sixty years ago, on 12 January 1951, an important international resolution, the UN
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, took
effect. The first genocide of the 20th century was the liquidation of approximately
one and a half million Armenians in Turkey (1915 -1917). In accordance with Nazi
dictator Adolf Hitler's theory of a "pure German race", Jewish, Roma and Slavic
people in particular were annihilated during the Second World War. The postwar
Nuremberg trials of Nazi criminals took place prior to the adoption of the Genocide
Convention in 1948.
The Convention was declared on 9 December 1948 by the UN General Assembly in
New York, becoming the first international document referring to the concept of
genocide. Most countries ratified the document, including Czechoslovakia, which did
so in December 1950.
The concept of genocide (the mass murder of human beings) is connected with the
Polish Jewish lawyer Rafael Lemkin and the horrors of the Second World War. In the
beginning the term existed only in the Polish language (ludobójstwo), but in 1944
Lemkin adapted it for use in the English language as "genocide", from the Greek
"genos" (race, nation) and the Latin "cide" (to kill).
The Convention establishes that genocide is a crime according to international law,
whether committed during a time of war or peace. Actions intended to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group of people are
considered genocide. The aim of the Convention is to punish this crime, the
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prosecution of which may never be subject to a statute of limitations, and to deter
potential perpetrators. The fact that some evident cases of genocide have been
found not to fall under the Convention's definition means the definition has never
become a generally recognized measurement for distinguishing actual genocides
from other, less serious cases of mass killing.
The first trial of a genocide began in the year 1993 with the creation of the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). In addition to
others, Slobodan Milošević, the president of Yugoslavia and then Serbia, was
brought to trial there. He died during the proceedings in March 2006. Former
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadžić was brought to trial there in October 2009.
Ratko Mladić, the former commander of the Bosnian Serb Army, is also suspected of
genocide and war crimes but remains at large.
The most famous case of genocide reviewed by the tribunal is evidently the
Srebrenica massacre. In February 2007 the International Court of Justice handed
down a judgment in 14 cases from the Bosnian War (1992-1995). The court found
the murder of 8 000 Bosnian Muslims at Srebrenica had been a genocide which
Belgrade could have prevented, but ruled that Serbia did not bear direct
responsibility for the killing.
Genocide charges have been brought by international courts against two other
heads of state: Former President of Liberia Charles Taylor, whose trial was resumed
in 2008, and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who was sued by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) for crimes and genocide committed in the West
Sudanese province of Darfur.
In 1999, a commission investigating the tragedy in Rwanda said the UN and its
member states must "clearly apologize" to the Rwandan people for not preventing
the genocide of roughly 800 000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus there in 1994.
The commission said the UN had failed by not demonstrating enough political will to
end the killing. Belgium, France and the USA were also criticized.
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) has already sentenced many
people for their crimes. In 2008, former Colonel Theoneste Bagosora, the leader of
the Hutu militia, was sentenced to life in prison for genocide; one year later,
Tharcisso Renzaho, the former governor of Kigali, received the same punishment.
Other war criminals have also been sentenced by various African and European
courts.
The chemical weapon attack on the Kurdish population of the Iraqi city of Halabja in
1988, the killing sprees of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia during the 1970s, and the
use of the Chinese Army in Tibet during the 1950s all show the signs of having been
genocide. The international community did not manage to effectively intervene in
those cases.
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IEWY News
Monday, 10 January 2010
Importance of Protecting Civilians during Armed Conflict Grows as Security Council Remains
Active in Tackling Conflict-Related Crises Worldwide
Mariah Jen
The Security Council remained actively seized of a wide range of conflicts in Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere
during 2010, but the protection of civilians in armed conflict, particularly women vulnerable to sexual violence,
continued to grow in importance as part of the 15-nation organ’s responsibility to maintain international peace and
security.
In total, the Council convened 181 public meetings, up slightly from the 171 held in 2009, with 79 of them
concerning Africa. The 15-member body adopted 59 resolutions and issued 29 presidential statements. Once again
it strove for consensus, with only six resolutions requiring a vote and none occasioning a veto by a permanent
Council member.
Among major decisions taken during 2010 were the lifting of restrictions on Iraq, imposed nearly 20 years ago, in a
high-level event presided over by the Vice-President Joseph Biden of the United States. The Council also
terminated long-standing sanctions imposed on Sierra Leone during its civil war.
In addition, as the International Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia made headway on their
completion strategies, despite some delays, and as Austria’s tenure as Chair of the Committee on International
Tribunals neared its end, the Council agreed on the framework for residual mechanisms to take up the courts’
remaining tasks, preserve their records and help foster the rule of law.
Leading up to the presidential election stand-off that gripped Côte d’Ivoire at the end of 2010 and into 2011, most
of the Council’s 12 meetings on the West African country were devoted to overcoming obstacles to holding the
long-delayed vote, a critical part of the peace accord agreed by rival parties. Following the November presidential
run-off election, the Council strongly backed the results, certified by the Secretary-General’s Special
Representative, as well as efforts by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to resolve the
situation.
No new missions were established this year, but, in recognition of progress in Burundi, as well as the need to
safeguard its gains of past years, the Council created the United Nations Office in Burundi (BNUB) to transition
from the previous integrated office know as BINUB to a significantly scaled-down United Nations presence.
The Council twice reinforced the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) following the
devastating 12 January earthquake, as the Mission recovered from the destruction of its headquarters and the
greatest loss of staff from a single event in the history of peacekeeping, to play a major role in facilitating aid,
besides carrying out its mandated security tasks.
Following three short extensions, the Council also decided to terminate the United Nations Mission in Nepal
(UNMIN) as a lack of progress in the peace process was described in briefings. The mammoth United Nations
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo was transformed from the United Nations Organization Mission
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) into the “Organization Stabilizing Mission” (MONUSCO), in
the context of reviews aimed at the operation’s reconfiguration, drawdown and eventual exit.
The Government of Chad requested the termination of the United Nations in the Central African Republic and Chad
(MINURCAT), which the Council carried out by the end of the year. The major concern in that situation was
ensuring the security of civilians, for which the Mission was first deployed in 2007, because of the threats to
hundreds of thousands of people displaced from Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region and other areas. Over the year,
the Council monitored the ability of the Governments of the Central African Republic and Chad to take over
responsibility for humanitarian protection, urging donors to help them build capacity.
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In many conflicts – most notably those in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Afghanistan and Somalia but
also elsewhere — the continued suffering of civilians, particularly the effects of sexual violence, was a cause for
deep concern, expressed in seven meetings under the agenda items “Women and Peace and Security”, “Children
and Armed Conflict” and “Protection of Civilians”. Margot Wallström, Special Representative of the SecretaryGeneral on Sexual Violence in Conflict, stressed in an April meeting that far from being a “niche” issue, protecting
civilians from sexual violence and other conflict-related mayhem was integral to the Council’s work.
Boosting the effectiveness of United Nations protection strategies became a major focus after the world was
horrified by the mass rape of hundreds of villagers in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo in late July and
early August, while the prime responsibilities of States and, most importantly, perpetrators, in stopping the violence
was also stressed.
On 26 October, more than 90 speakers — a record for a single Council meeting — including high-ranking
Government officials, addressed the Council on the tenth anniversary of its adoption of resolution 1325 (2000) on
women and peace and security. Ending impunity for rights abusers became a focus of Council actions calling for
more stringent monitoring and the listing of groups that abused women and children, with the Council declaring its
readiness to impose sanctions on persistent violators.
Boosting protection capabilities was a major topic during the 23 September Summit on strengthening the Council’s
peace-maintenance activities. Attended by nine Heads of State and Government, as well as six ministers, the
meeting emphasized preventive diplomacy and the integration of peacekeeping and peacebuilding.
The highest number of open meetings – a total of 14 — was devoted to the question of Palestine as the prospects of
peace talks in the Middle East waxed and waned. Two emergency sessions were held in the aftermath of the fatal
denouement of the “ Gaza flotilla” incident.
In Africa, the focus remained on Sudan, with the Council holding 13 open meetings as the 9 January 2011 date of a
referendum on the status of Southern Sudan approached and Darfur was wracked by mounting violence. Another 11
meetings were devoted to Somalia, with discussions focusing on support for the still-besieged Transitional Federal
Government, and as terror attacks increased and piracy continued off-shore, despite some political advances.
At the same time, nuclear proliferation remained a concern, as in past years, particularly in respect of Iran and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, with the Council tightening sanctions against the former. Security-sector
reform remained a priority in such post-conflict countries as Timor-Leste and Sierra Leone.
The Council condemned seven major terrorist attacks while continuing to monitor compliance with previous
counter-terrorism resolutions through its subsidiary bodies.
Continuing its practice of undertaking missions to gather first-hand information on key situations, the Security
Council visited the Democratic Republic of the Congo in mid-May, in addition to Sudan and Uganda in early
October. They examined preparations for the Southern Sudan referendum, the overall peace process, and the
situation of displaced persons in Darfur.
The General Assembly elected the following non-permanent members to serve two-year terms starting on 1 January
2011: Colombia; Germany; India; Portugal; and South Africa. They replaced Austria, Japan, Mexico, Turkey and
Uganda, which concluded their terms on 31 December 2010. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Gabon, Lebanon and
Nigeria remain on the 15-member body through the end of 2011. China, France, Russian Federation, United
Kingdom and the United States are permanent members.

