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Daily Observer
Tuesday, 18 January 2011

Intervention in Cote d'Ivoire Significant for Liberia, Nigeria as They Prepare for Elections
Cllr Viedier Ex-TRC Boss
By: Observer Staff Reporter
The Chairman of the erstwhile Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of Liberia, Cllr
Jerome J. Verdier, Sr., has described the intervention of the international community in the
Ivorian Coast as “an unprecedented but a necessary boost for the growth of democracy in
Africa.”
He praised the various world bodies for not ignoring the situation in Ivory Coast and leaving
the fate of that nation to the “ego safari” of its current leaders.
Cllr Verdier said that the intervention of the African Union (AU), Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS), the United Nations (UN) the European Union (EU), the
United States (USA) and the rest of the world was robust, uncompromising and perhaps for
the first time unanimous in defense of democracy in Africa and the troubled West Africa
sub-region.
He said the actions and intervention of the international community in Ivory Coast are
especially significant for countries like Liberia, Nigeria that are preparing for elections in
2011 and are struggling to acculturate democracy and strengthen current democratic
institutions in their respective countries.
The robust and proactive role of the international community, including financial
institutions, signals a departure from the core principles of the past that adopted different
standards for most favored nations or leaders who were allies of the West or powerful
nations, Cllr. Verdier averred.
“Sustaining democracy in Africa would tolerate neither compromise nor negotiation on the
core tenets of democracy. He referred to upholding the will of the people in credible
elections, the rule of law, constitutionalism, freedom of association and freedom of speech
and of the press as core democratic values that must be upheld at all times,” Mr. Verdier
declared.
He went on to identify human rights protection, justice for all, eradicating impunity,
combating corruption, and the holding of periodic elections in Africa under conditions of
equality, participation and opportunity for all as the final set of core principles of democracy
that “should never be compromised in Africa.”
Cllr. Verdier expressed gratitude to the international community and said Africa has come
of age to manage and sustain the growth of democracy throughout the continent provided
the international community, including African solidarity, will muster the courage to be
transparent and unambiguous in their demand for democratic change and upholding the
core principles of democracy in all spheres of African development.
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Kenya Broadcasting Corporation
Monday, 17 January 2011

ICC statement taking scheduled for Tuesday

Written By:Carol Gakii,

Security chiefs and Provincial Commissioners who
served in the post election violence hot spots are
scheduled to start recording statements with the
International Criminal Court Investigators on
Tuesday.
Lady Justice Kalpana Rawal has expressed optimism
that the statement taking process will take off
without further hitches.

Over 1,500 people were killed and 500,000 others
displaced after chaos erupted in most parts of the
country.

However, in a phone interview with KBC, the officers'
lead lawyer Ken Ogeto said that their clients will not
turn up to record statements until two pending cases
in The Hague and Nairobi are heard and determined.
The exercise has been postponed thrice due to

various reasons.
"There's the case at The Hague, the application file which is the reason why this process
was suspended in the first place and that application has not been decided. Then of course
there's this case that was filed last week by two businessmen. Came today for hearing and
will come again in the nest two weeks I think. Now for those reasons this process will not
take place." He said
The exercise was first scheduled for November 24 last year but was deferred to December
7th after lawyers representing the officers demanded to be issued with questions in
advance.
However, their prayers were not granted prompting the officers to file a case in The Hague
seeking assurance that their evidence will not be used against them.
Lady Justice Rawal then set a new date for December 20th but the ICC team failed to travel
to Nairobi due to bad weather in Europe forcing the exercise to be suspended to Tuesday.
Ten witnesses are already listed for the statement taking exercise that should take about
three days, once the process commences.
They include PCs who were in charge of various provinces then: Ernest Munyi (Coast),
Abdul Mwasera (Western), Hassan Noor Hassan (Rift Valley), James Waweru (Nairobi) and
Paul Olando (Nyanza).
The Provincial Police chiefs who were in the office at the time include Grace Kaindi
[Nyanza], Everett Wasige (Rift Valley), King'ori Mwangi (Coast), Francis Munyambu
(Western) and Njue Njagi who was in Nairobi at the time.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 18 January 2011

AU Launches New Bid to Resolve Ivory Coast’s Political Crisis
The African Union's mediator to Ivory Coast, Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga,
returned Monday to Abidjan, where he had what he described as “very useful
discussions” with the country's embattled president, Laurent Gbagbo.
Mr. Odinga, who is trying to resolve Ivory Coast's weeks-old political crisis, said he
had proposed that further talks take place Tuesday, and suggested the possibility of
direct negotiations between Mr. Gbagbo and his rival for the presidency, Alassane
Ouattara.
The AU envoy has scheduled a meeting Tuesday with Ouattara, who has been
internationally recognized as the winner of Ivory Coast's November election. But
Ouattara has insisted that Mr. Gbagbo's resignation must precede any reconciliation
talks.
Several West African leaders have threatened to remove Mr. Gbagbo by force if he
continues to refuse repeated demands to relinquish power. However, Mr. Odinga
said Monday that a military solution is the “last resort.”
Shortly before Mr. Odinga's arrival, United Nations peacekeeping troops were forced
to fire warning shots after a crowd of Gbagbo supporters gathered near the hotel in
Abidjan where the AU envoy is staying.
U.N. officials have expressed concern about the level of violence in Ivory Coast in
the wake of the disputed November 28 election. A spokesman acknowledged to
reporters Monday that the U.N. mission is operating under difficult circumstances.
But he said it will not be intimidated.
Mr. Gbagbo has called for the withdrawal of all U.N. troops. And last week, proGbagbo mobs attacked and burned several U.N. vehicles.
Earlier this month, Mr. Odinga and three West African presidents met with Mr.
Gbagbo. But the Ivory Coast leader refused their entreaties to step down.

