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Hirondelle News Agency
Tuesday, 24 May 2011

French lawyer bows out of Kabuga's special deposition proceedings

French lawyer, Emmanuel Altit, has withdrawn his request to appear in the ongoing special deposition
proceedings in the case of the most wanted genocide fugitive, Félicien Kabuga, before the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).
In his decision dated May 18, 2011 on the lawyer's request for appointment to represent Kabuga's family
in the proceedings, presiding Judge Vagn Joensen said, "on May 17, 2011, he (Emmanuel Altit) sent an email stating that he was withdrawing his request to appear in these proceedings."
This follows the lawyer's failure to present in time his submissions, explaining whether he had any locus
standi on the matter. According to the judge, he had invited the parties, Registrar of the Tribunal and Altit
himself to file their submissions on the contentious issue not later than May 13, 2011.
"The parties and the Registrar filed timely submissions under strictly confidential cover. Altit requested
and received an extension of filing deadline, but failed to make any submissions by May 16, 2011," he
said, adding that the lawyer chose the following day to inform the Tribunal on his withdrawal decision.
Therefore, the judge found no other option than to declare the lawyer's request moot and dismissed it in its
entirety. The proceedings commenced before the Tribunal on May 23, 2011 and Tanzanian lawyer,
Bahame Nyanduga, has been appointed as Duty Counsel to defend Kabuga's interests in the matter.
In another decision, Judge Joensen granted the prosecution's request to have a batch of twelve Rwandan
detainees transferred to the UNDF in Arusha to testify during the proceedings. "I find that the prosecution
has fulfilled the requirements under Rule 90 bis for the transfer of the twelve detained witnesses," he said.
According to him, he was satisfied that the witnesses were not required for any criminal proceedings in
progress in Rwanda during the period of their depositions. The presence of the detainees at the Tribunal,
he said, would not extend the period of their detention in Rwanda.
Apart from Kabuga, who is alleged the main financier of the 1994 Tutsi genocide other fugitives whom
the prosecution has requested for special deposition proceedings to safeguard evidence are Augustin
Bizimana, former Minister of Defence and Major Protais Mpiranya, who was Commander of the
Presidential Guard.
The Tribunal has also granted the prosecution's request for Bizimana, but no date has been fixed for
commencement of the proceedings, while deliberation on the application relating to the case of Mpiranya
was still pending.
According to sources at ICTR, Kabuga is said to be carrying out his commercial activities in Kenya, while
Mpiranya is allegedly being protected by senior officials in Zimbabwe, whereas Bizimana may be hiding
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
FK/NI/GF
© Hirondelle News Agency
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Hirondelle News Agency
Tuesday, 24 May 2011

ICTR President assigns four permanent judges to appeals chamber

The President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Judge Dennis Byron, has
assigned four judges of Trial Chambers to the Appeals Chamber of the UN-backed Tribunal.
They are Pakistan Judge Khalida Rachid Khan, William Sekule from Tanzania, Judge Arlette Ramaroson
of Madagascar and Russian's Bakhtiyar Tuzmukhamedov.
President Byron announced in a statement he issued Monday that the assignments of the four judges shall
take effect from the date on which their respective cases are completed.
Judge Khan is presently assigned to a joint Bizimungu et al trial commonly referred to Government II
case involving four former interim government ministers during the 1994 Rwandan genocide.
They are Jerome Bicamumpaka (Foreign Affairs), Casimir Bizimungu (Health), Justin Mugenzi
(Commerce) and Prosper Mugiraneza (Civil Service), currently waiting delivery of judgement.
Judges Sekule and Ramarason are handling another joint trial commonly known as Butare trial comprising
six accused, including former Rwandan Minister for Women and Family Affairs, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko.
The only woman indicted at ICTR and her co-accused are also waiting delivery of judgment in their case.
Sekule also presides the case of former Rwandan Planning Minister Augustin Ngirabatware, which is at
defence hearing stage.
Judge Tuzmukhamedov is a member of the bench in the trial of ex-Rwandan Mayor Gregoire Ndahimana
scheduled for closing arguments on September 21, 2011 and that of Youth Minister Callixte
Nzabonimana, whose evidence phase has already been completed.
The president's assignment, according to the statement, was in line with Resolution 1878 (2009) of the
United Nations Security Council, which amended Article 13 (3) of the Statute of the Tribunal.
It provides that the president may assign up to four additional Permanent Judges serving at ICTR Trial
Chambers to the Appeals Chamber once their cases are complete. Before the amendment of the statutes of
the tribunal, the president could appoint two permanent judges to the Appeals Chamber.
This is the first time for the president of the Tribunal to assign a large number of permanent judges from
the Trial Chamber to the Appeals Chamber.
FK/ER/GF
© Hirondelle News Agency
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The New Times (Kigali)
Wednesday, 25 May 2011
Rwanda: ICTR Appoints Judges to the Appeals Chamber

Gashegu Muramira

The President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Dennis Byron, has appointed
four permanent judges of the trial chambers of the tribunal to the Appeals Chamber.
The Judges are; Khalida Rachid Khan, William Sekule, Arlette Ramaroson and Bakhtiyar
Tuzmukhamedov.
A statement issued by Judge Byron, early this week, announced that the assignments shall be effective
from the date on which their respective cases are completed.
"This follows consultations with the judges; bearing in mind the need to ensure trial experience from the
tribunal in the work of the Appeals Chamber," reads an ICTR statement sent to The New Times yesterday.
Judge Khan is presently assigned to the Bizimungu trial, Judge Sekule, the Butare trial and the
Ngirabatware cases, Judge Ramarason, the Butare trial case while Judge Tuzmukhamedov, the
Ndahimana and Nzabonimana cases.
Judge Khan has presided over a number of judgements which include that of former director in the
Ministry of Women and Family Affairs Jean Baptiste Gatete, who was found guilty of the 1994 Genocide
against the Tutsi, in the Eastern Province.
Resolution 1878 (2009) of the United Nations Security Council amended Article 13 (3) of the Statute of
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda provided that the President may assign up to four
additional permanent judges serving in the ICTR Trial Chambers to the Appeals Chamber of the ICTR
once their cases are complete.
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Africa Review
Wednesday, 25 May 2011

UN Rwanda tribunal hears evidence on 'genocide bankroller'

The Arusha-based UN tribunal on Rwanda
Monday began hearing evidence against a
businessman suspected of bankrolling
Rwanda's 1994 genocide, who is now
believed to be hiding out in Kenya.
Felicien Kabuga, who tops a list of the
court's 10 most wanted, is accused of buying
tens of thousands of machetes and supplying
them to militia who in turn killed some
800,000 ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus
in a 100-day spree.
The unprecedented court session was held under a clause of the tribunal's statutes, adopted by the judges
in plenary session in May 2009, which provided for a special dispensation to allow for the collection of
evidence to use in the event of a future trial of the accused in his absence.
Both a prosecutor and a defence lawyer were present, but the proceedings at the Tanzanian-based
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) did not represent a formal trial.
Crucial suspects
"This is a new and important procedure that the ICTR is embarking upon," the tribunal's chief prosecutor
Hassan Bubacar Jallow told AFP.
"The process is designed to ensure that the evidence against the accused is preserved and that the
continued evasion of justice by the fugitives does not, in the event of unavailability of the witnesses, erode
the ability of the prosecution to establish the case against the accused when they are eventually arrested
and brought to trial."
During the hearing, Kabuga, who is believed to be hiding out mainly in Kenya, was represented by a
court-appointed lawyer, the Tanzanian Bahame Tom Nyanduga.
In coming weeks, similar procedures will be adopted regarding Rwanda's former Defence minister
Augustin Bizimana, who is believed to be hiding out in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the
former commander of the Presidential Guard, Major Protais Mpiranya, who is reportedly in Zimbabwe.
Jallow said that the three men were crucial suspects and that it was vital to avoid losing any proof of their
alleged guilt before they were brought to trial.
The ICTR was set up by the UN Security Council late in 1994 to try the key suspects in the genocide that
swept across the small central African country between April and June of that year.

