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UN News
Monday, 29 May 2011

Security Council welcomes arrest of fugitives sought for crimes in the Balkans, Rwanda

Ratko Mladic

The Security Council today welcomed the arrests this week of two fugitives wanted by the United Nations tribunals
set up to try those responsible for the worst crimes committed during the Balkans conflicts of the 1990s and the
1994 genocide in Rwanda.
Ratko Mladic, the war-time leader of the Bosnian Serb forces, was arrest yesterday in Serbia after evading capture
for almost 16 years. He is awaiting transfer to The Hague, where he will stand trial before the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY).
He faces numerous charges, including genocide, extermination, murder and inflicting terror on civilians,
particularly in connection with the massacre of up to 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the
supposedly “safe haven” of Srebrenica in July 1995 in one of the most notorious events of the Balkan wars.
Council members congratulated the Serbian authorities on the arrest, which is “a clear demonstration of cooperation
from the Government of Serbia with the International Criminal Tribunal,” Ambassador Gérard Araud of France,
which holds the rotating Security Council presidency this month, said in a statement to the press.
“The members of the Security Council welcome Serbia’s intention to ensure the swift transfer of Mladic to the
Tribunal in The Hague,” he added.
They also shared the hope that the detention and transfer of Mr. Mladic “will help to bring the Western Balkans
region closer to reconciliation and to their European perspective.”
In addition, Bernard Munyagishari, who is wanted by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) on
charges of genocide and crimes against humanity, was arrested on 25 May in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC).
Mr. Araud said Council members congratulated the DRC authorities on the arrest and their cooperation with the
ICTR, which was set up in the wake of the Rwandan genocide, during which an estimated 800,000 Tutsis and
moderate Hutus were killed, often by machete, in little more than three months.
“The members of the Security Council reiterate their support for the search for the last fugitives from the ICTR and
call on Member States to continue efforts to fight all forms of impunity in the Great Lakes region,” he said.
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The Guardian
Wednesday, 1 June 2011

Ratko Mladic to be arraigned on genocide charges at UN tribunal

Journalists in front of the international criminal
tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in
The Hague, where Ratko Mladic will face
charges of war crimes. Photograph: Robin
Utrecht/AFP/Getty Images

The former Bosnian Serb general Ratko Mladic will be arraigned on 11 charges including genocide and crimes
against humanity on Friday morning, judges at the international criminal tribunal for the former Yugoslavia have
announced.
The former commander of the Bosnian Serb army faces accusations that forces under his command massacred over
7,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica in July 1995.
The indictment also alleges his troops tortured, mistreated and physically, psychologically and sexually abused
civilians confined in 58 detention facilities in 22 municipalities. Mladic is also facing charges for the shelling and
sniping of Sarajevo, during which thousands of civilians were killed and wounded.
The announcement of his arraignment came after Mladic spent his first night in the United Nations detention unit in
a seaside suburb of the Dutch capital. He was flown from Serbia on Tuesday afternoon and was taken under police
escort into a isolation cell at dusk where he underwent a medical examination.
Mladic, 69, will be asked to enter pleas on all charges relating to his alleged masterminding of atrocities throughout
the 1992 – 1995 Bosnian war.
The tribunal has appointed Judge Bakone Justice Moloto of South Africa, Judge Christoph Flügge from Germany
and Judge Alphons Orie from the Netherlands to preside over the trial.
If Mladic complies with the schedule, his arraignment on Friday could bring him into the same court building as his
superior during the Bosnian war, Radovan Karadzic. The former Bosnian Serb president is currently on trial for
similar charges.
On Wednesday, Karadzic was in court dressed in a smart black suit and crisp white shirt and followed his case
closely on two computer monitors. He looked relaxed, yawned and itched his nose.
His trial has already been under way for 18 months and observers at the court point out they are not even halfway
through the evidence.
Before he left Serbia, Mladic's lawyer, Milos Saljic, insisted he was not well enough physically or mentally to stand
trial. He tried to slow the proceedings by sending his appeal by post at the last possible moment on Monday, but
Serbia's war crimes court rejected it almost as soon as it arrived on Tuesday.
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The Telegraph
Wednesday, 1 June 2011
Ratko Mladic's new life behind bars
Former Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic is being held in a Dutch prison where he will
face trial for war crimes.
Outside the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, spokesperson Nerma Jelacic
explained the conditions Mladic, and other prisoners, will be kept in.
"They only spend the night hours in the cell itself. They are able, on a normal day, to mix with those who
are in the same wing as any accused during the day hours if they are not in a court attending trial," she
said.
Mladic's cell has a bed, a table and toilet facilities, but he will be able to spend his time in the communal
areas of the prison where he may use a computer and prepare his own food.
The Bosnian Serb was extradited to The Netherlands on a Serbian government jet last night following an
unsuccessful appeal on grounds of ill-health.
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Associated Press
Tuesday, 30 May 2011
An overview of the Yugoslav war crimes court

A brief look at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, established in 1993 by the
U.N. Security Council.
—JURISDICTION: Perpetrators of atrocities committed during the Balkan wars of the 1990s, including
grave breaches of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, violations of the laws or customs of war, genocide and
crimes against humanity.
—INDICTMENTS: 161 ethnic Serbs, Croats and Muslims indicted. Majority are Serbs.
—CASES: 64 convictions, 13 acquittals, 16 at appeal, 14 on trial, 13 transferred to Balkan states for trial,
36 had indictments withdrawn, 4 awaiting trial, 1 at large.
—JUST ARRESTED: Former Bosnian Serb military chief Gen. Ratko Mladic, charged with genocide,
extermination, murder, persecutions, deportation, inhumane acts, and other crimes committed against
Bosnian Muslim, Bosnian Croat and other non-Serb civilians during Bosnia's 1992-1995 war.
—TOP CONVICTS: Gen. Stanislav Galic, sentenced to life imprisonment for commanding Bosnian Serb
troops laying siege to Sarajevo; Gen. Radislav Krstic, 35 years for aiding and abetting genocide in
Srebrenica, Bosnia, in 1995; Goran Jelisic, who called himself the "Serb Adolf," 40 years; Former
Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic, 11 years.
—FUGITIVE AT LARGE: Goran Hadzic, a former leader of rebel Croatian Serbs.
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New Democrat (Monrovia)
Tuesday, 31 May 2011

Liberia: Trading Impunity for Reconciliation

Editorial
Unfolding events in recent times signal orchestrated ploys to defend and protect individuals responsible
for some of the pronounced abuses anywhere.
One is the President's u-turn on her declared policy when she won the presidency, which was that
individuals with unacceptable human rights records would never serve in her government.
The next is the declaration by the chair of the state-named human rights commission, Mr. Leroy Urey, that
the travel imposed on Mr. Charles Taylor and family, and some of the key actors in his regime, is
unconstitutional.
It is unfortunate that the president, a victim of human rights abuse, has reneged on this declared policy
that won her admiration here and abroad.
We believe that the appointment of individuals who laid the foundation for the current misery under the
guise of reconciliation is a clear message that impunity pays and can be continuously rewarded. It is a sad
indication that the tens of thousands who were killed and maimed deserved what they got.
It is necessary to reconcile. But reconciliation cannot mean patting impunity on the back to create the
environment for perpetual abuses and the absence of repentance. With the calls for a code of conduct for
public officials, the political rehabilitation of key politicians of the past with horrifying record is again a
testament that this government has turned its back on the values of human rights and accountability it
came to office with.
Regarding the declared unconstitutionality of the UN Security Council's travel ban imposed to ensure
national and regional security, we suggest that Mr. Urey, Deputy Justice Minister when abuses were
acceptable and defended, has one option, and that it is to take the UN Security Council to court.
But we must remind Mr. Urey that there is no constitution worth the name that protects summary
executions, pillage and other abuses that led the UN Security Council to impose the ban on behalf of the
defenseless.
The ban remains necessary based on many reports that the security landscape that makes the presence of
over 8000 UN soldiers necessary remains fragile and dangerous.
It is unfortunate and regrettable, but understandable, that the state-run and financed human rights
commission sees its mandate as defending human rights violators, not the victims. This signals the rise of
impunity and it is a dangerous signal.

