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The Boston Globe
Wednesday, 25 January 2012
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2012/01/25/for-record/I6Lia8WmEGjBxd186zZccJ/story.html
For the record
■ Editor’s note: A front-page story on Jan. 17 drew unsupported conclusions and significantly
overstepped available evidence when it described former Liberia president Charles Taylor as having
worked with US spy agencies as a “sought-after source.’’ The story, based on a response by the US
Defense Intelligence Agency to a long-pending records request from the Globe, described the agency’s
response as having “confirmed its agents and CIA agents worked with Taylor beginning in the early
1980s.’’
But the agency offered no such confirmation; rather, it said only that it possessed 48 documents running to
153 pages that fall in the category of what the Globe asked for - records relating to Taylor and to his
relationship, if any, with American intelligence going back to 1982. The agency, however, refused to
release the documents and gave no indication of what was in them.
One of the grounds for that refusal was suggestive, citing the need to protect “intelligence sources and
methods,’’ but that, by itself, fell well short of a sufficient basis for the published account. There has long
been speculation that Taylor had such a role, speculation fueled in part by Taylor’s own suggestion in trial
testimony that his 1985 escape from prison in Plymouth, Mass., may have been facilitated by CIA
operatives. But Taylor, now standing trial before a UN special court on charges of rape, murder, and other
offenses, denies he was ever a source for, or worked for, US intelligence.
The Globe had no adequate basis for asserting otherwise and the story should not have run in this form.
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CharlesTaylorTrial.org
Tuesday, 24 January 2012
As Newly Elected Presiding Judge, Justice Richard Lussick Could Deliver Final Judgment in
Taylor Trial
On January 18, Justice Richard Lussick from the Republic of Samoa was elected as the Presiding Judge of
Trial Chamber II, which is the chamber of judges that has heard evidence in the case of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor.
Mr. Taylor has been on trial for his alleged involvement in the bloody conflict in Sierra Leone that lasted
from 1991 to 2002. As Presiding Judge for a period of one year (starting January 2012), it means that the
final judgment in the Taylor trial could be delivered by Justice Lussick.
Trial Chamber judges have spent the past several months reviewing the evidence submitted by both
prosecutors and defense lawyers for Mr. Taylor. When the evidence phase of the case was concluded in
early 2011, it was anticipated that the final judgment would be delivered in September 2011. However,
this was not the case. It was later reported that the judgment will be delivered in early 2012. Reports
indicate that the judges have been hard at work to complete their findings and deliver judgment, including
by not taking any vacation over the December holidays.
In 2011, Justice Teresa Doherty served as Presiding Judge of the Trial Chamber. Rule 27 of the Special
Court's Rules of Procedure and Evidence provides that a Presiding Judge of the Chamber shall be elected
for a renewable term of one year, but the judges themselves have made it their practice of rotating the
position of Presiding Judge on a yearly basis.
All three judges have served as Presiding Judge during the conduct of the Taylor trial, which started in
2007 in The Hague. At the start of proceedings in 2007, Ugandan Judge Julia Sebutinde served as
Presiding Judge of the Chamber. In late 2011, Judge Sebutinde was elected by the United Nations as a
judge of the International Court of Justice (ICJ), replacing Sierra Leonean judge Abdul G. Koroma.
Justice Sebutinde will commence work in her new position as Judge of the ICJ before the final judgment
in the Taylor trial is delivered.
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Cocorioko
Sunday, 22 January 2012
http://www.cocorioko.net/?p=22415
APC Government to go tough on political violence in Sierra Leone
Speaking with military firmness, President Koroma told the jam-packed crowd at the Brima Attouga
Stadium in the Eastend of Freetown on Saturday, January 21, 2012 (where he had gone to launch the
APC’s campaign to urge its partisans to register with the new biometric system for the November 2012
General elections in Sierra Leone), that the recent violence that erupted after a bi-election in the Fourah
Bay area, Eastend of Freetown, “would never happen again”.

President Koroma told the crowd that his government awaits the
“investigation” of the police on the matter to know whether the
police are ready to “live up to their responsibilities”; and, with a
veiled threat – tinged with his resolve that the “Law is Supreme”
– he said that henceforth his government would not just
‘investigate’ matters, but, would take resolute action to prevent
such violence, and bring to book perpetrators. The crowd cheered
wildly
He said the International Criminal Court has “grabbed Charles
Taylor…(former President of Liberia)”; and “Gbagbo is also
facing the ICC”… (former President of Ivory Coast); “Some of
them here will have to face the ICC too….”, for he has invited
the ICC into Sierra Leone, the President of Sierra Leone said. He
said that some of those who think they can stimulate violence
with impunity may not be around to take part in the November, 2012 General Elections in Sierra Leone.
The crowd shouted their approval.
While insisting that the ceremony was not one for political campaigning, President Koroma apparently
lashed out at his political opponents who he obliquely accused of being behind the spate of political
violence in the country: “Don’t take us back into the Darkness from which we have come from”. And,
using the apt imagery of the APC party symbol, the sun, President Koroma said, “You can’t cover the
sunlight. The sun’s light can’t be blocked. Even if you are in a hole, the sun’s light would manage to
penetrate there…We are not turning back with the development we engaged in now…”.The crowd
chanted praises to him enthusiastically; and the women broke into a Temne song that said, ‘It is not just
bluffing that you will do this or that…You must show us what you can do, like our Ernest has done for
us…’.
Written by Oswald Hanciles

