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United Nations News Centre
Thursday, 1 March 2012

UN-backed court to deliver judgment in Charles Taylor trial next month

Former Liberian President Charles
Taylor on his way to the Special
Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown
on 29 March 2006. UN
Photo/Mathew Elavanalthoduka

The United Nations-backed court set up to try suspects indicted for war crimes in Sierra Leone announced
today that the judgment in the trial of the former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, will be delivered on
26 April.
Mr. Taylor is on trial before the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) on 11 charges of war crimes and
crimes against humanity, including pillage, slavery for forced marriage purposes, collective punishment
and the recruitment and use of child soldiers.
The charges relate to his alleged support for two rebel groups in Sierra Leone – the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council and the Revolutionary United Front.
Closing arguments in the Taylor trial, which opened in June 2007 in The Hague, the Netherlands, took
place in February and March 2011. During the course of the trial, the Court heard from over 100
witnesses, including Mr. Taylor, who testified in his defence.
Special Court Registrar Binta Mansaray said in a news release that with this judgment, the Court is set to
reach another “critical milestone,” given that this is the last trial stemming from Sierra Leone’s decadelong civil war, and that it will be the last major trial to be held at the Court.
The SCSL was set up jointly by the Sierra Leonean Government and the UN in 2002. It is mandated to try
those who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and
national law committed on Sierra Leonean territory since the end of November 1996.
Although the SCSL is headquartered in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, Mr. Taylor’s trial took
place in a chamber of the Court sitting in The Hague for security reasons.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 1 March 2012

Charles Taylor to Hear Verdict April 26
The court trying former Liberian president Charles Taylor for war crimes says it will hand down its
verdicts next month.
The U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone said Thursday it will announce April 26 whether Taylor
is guilty on 11 counts of murder, rape, recruiting child soldiers and other charges.
Taylor is accused of arming rebels during Sierra Leone's civil war in exchange for looted diamonds. The
rebels are accused of killing and mutilating thousands of civilians during the 11-year war.
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to all of the charges. If convicted, he faces a maximum sentence of life in
prison.
The trial, which ended a year ago, took more than three years and involved testimony from more than 110
witnesses,
Both Taylor and prosecutors have the right to appeal the court's verdicts.
Taylor's trial took place at the Hague, in the Netherlands, because of fears that his presence in Sierra
Leone could spark regional unrest.
Taylor was president of Liberia from 1997 to 2003, during the end of Liberia's own internal conflict.
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Reuters
Thursday, 1 March 2012

U.N. war crimes court rules on Taylor on April 26

(Reuters) - The U.N. war crimes court trying Charles Taylor for atrocities in Sierra Leone said on
Thursday it will deliver a verdict on April 26, nearly five years after the former Liberian president went
on trial in the Netherlands.
Taylor, the first African leader to go before an international tribunal, faced 11 counts of murder, rape,
conscripting child soldiers and sexual slavery covering atrocities during the wars in Liberia and Sierra
Leone in the 1990s that killed more than 250,000 people.
Prosecutors at the Special Court for Sierra Leone accused Taylor, 63, of running a "blood diamond" trade,
using profits from the sale of precious stones to buy weapons and enrich himself.
The court hearings, which included testimony from supermodel Naomi Campbell about a gift of diamonds
from Taylor, were delayed by the former leader's refusal to cooperate and efforts to fight its jurisdiction.
He denied all the allegations of wrongdoing.
Taylor was first indicted in 2003, along with 12 other suspects. The outcome of his case will be closely
watched for legal milestones in the emerging system of international justice. Former Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic died during his trial before the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal.
Prosecutors called 91 witnesses to support their charges that child soldiers under Taylor's command were
sent to battle drugged with amphetamines and marijuana. The verdict against Taylor could set legal
precedents in the area of child soldiers.
The tribunal, which has no death penalty, was established by Sierra Leone and the United Nations to
punish those responsible for serious human rights abuses in the African nation since 1996.
It has issued 13 indictments and completed cases against eight suspects, who received sentences of up to
51 years in prison.
(Reporting by Anthony Deutsch and Gilbert Kreijger; editing by Robert Woodward)
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Associated Press
Thursday, 1 March 2012

Court: Judgment Day for Charles Taylor in April
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP)
A U.N.-backed court says it will deliver its verdicts in the war crimes trial of former Liberian President
Charles Taylor next month.
Taylor's three-year trial at the Special Court for Sierra Leone ended a year ago. He is the first former head
of state to be prosecuted at an international tribunal.
The court said Thursday that verdicts will be delivered April 26 on 11 charges, including murder, torture
and using child soldiers. Prosecutors allege Taylor armed and supported rebels notorious for hacking off
the limbs of their enemies in Sierra Leone's brutal 1991-2002 civil war.
Prosecutors called 94 witnesses, and defense lawyers called 21 witnesses, including Taylor himself. He
took the stand for 13 weeks to reject the allegations against him.
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Associated Press
Thursday, 1 March 2012

UN-backed court says it will deliver verdicts next month in Charles Taylor war crimes trial

A U.N-backed war crimes court said Thursday it will issues the decision in the trial of the former Liberian
President Charles Taylor next month.
Taylor is the first former African head of state to be prosecuted at an international tribunal and faces a
maximum life sentence if convicted.
Prosecutors allege that the flamboyant warlord-turned-elected president, from the confines of his official
mansion in the Liberian capital, armed and supported rebels notorious for hacking off the limbs of their
enemies in Sierra Leone’s brutal 1991-2002 civil war.
Taylor denies 11 charges, which include murder, torture and using child soldiers, and has called his
prosecution politically motivated “neocolonialism” aimed at removing him from power in Liberia.
His three-year trial at the Special Court for Sierra Leone ended a year ago and verdicts will be delivered
April 26.
Prosecutors called 94 witnesses, and defense lawyers called 21 witnesses, including Taylor himself. He
took the stand for 13 weeks to reject the allegations against him.
The most sensational witness was supermodel Naomi Campbell, who was called by prosecutors to testify
about diamonds allegedly given to her by Taylor at a celebrity studded 1997 dinner at Nelson Mandela’s
presidential mansion in South Africa.
However, Campbell’s testimony did not provide the smoking gun prosecutors had sought to show Taylor
traded in so-called “blood diamonds” to arm rebels in neighboring Sierra Leone.
The court said Thursday that if he is acquitted appeal proceedings will start immediately and if he is
convicted the court will schedule hearings to determine his sentence. Defense lawyers also can appeal any
convictions and sentence.
The court’s registrar Binta Mansaray this week called verdicts in Taylor’s trial a “critical milestone” for
the court as it will mean the end of its final trial. The court was established in 2000 and has convicted
several key rebel leaders from Sierra Leone, handing them sentences of between 15 and 52 years
imprisonment.
The announcement of the date for Taylor’s verdicts came a day after the International Criminal Court said
it would deliver judgment later this month in its first trial, against Congolese militia leader Thomas
Lubanga, who is accused of using child soldiers in his country’s brutal civil war.
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Hirondelle News Agency
Thursday, 1 March 2012
Charles Taylor war crimes verdict to be delivered on April 26
The Special Court for Sierra Leone will deliver its verdict in the trial of former Liberian President Charles
Taylor on April 26.
Charles Taylor is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity committed between 1996 and
2002. He denies all the charges.
Taylor was indicted in June 2003 but the arrest warrant remained secret until he agreed to leave power in
August 2003, after being granted political asylum by Nigeria. In March 2006, he was nevertheless arrested
in Nigeria and transferred to the custody of the Special Court for Sierra Leone.
The Dutch government agreed to host the trial following a request from Liberian President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, who feared instability in Liberia if Taylor were tried in Sierra Leone. His trial opened on June
2007 in The Hague and ended in March 2011. The Prosecution called 94 witnesses while 24 defence
witnesses came to the bar, including the accused.
If he is found guilty, a date will be set for the hearing of the sentence. Charles Taylor would serve his
sentence in the United Kingdom.
SM/ER/GF
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BBC
Thursday, 1 March 2012
Charles Taylor Liberia war crimes verdict date set

Charles Taylor departing Liberia (August 2003)

Charles Taylor's war crimes trial at The Hague began in 2007
The verdict in the war crimes trial of Liberia's ex-President Charles Taylor will be delivered on 26 April,
the UN-backed court trying him has said.
Mr Taylor is accused of fuelling Sierra Leone's civil war in the 1990s by arming rebels.
He denies 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
It is the first international trial of an African former head of state, and Mr Taylor could face a maximum
life sentence if found guilty.
His trial, at the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, relates to his alleged role in the brutal civil
war in Liberia's neighbour, where he is accused of backing rebels responsible for widespread atrocities.
The court hearings in The Hague included a testimony by supermodel Naomi Campbell about a gift of
diamonds she had received, as the prosecution accused Mr Taylor of trading in so-called "blood
diamonds" to fund rebels.
Mr Taylor denies all wrongdoing, describing the allegations against him as politically motivated.
If convicted, Mr Taylor would serve a prison sentence in the UK.
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Agence France-Presse
Thursday, 1 March 2012

Taylor to hear his fate soon

Former Liberian President Charles Taylor.

Judges trying former Liberian president Charles Taylor for crimes against humanity during the civil war
in Sierra Leone will hand down their verdict on April 26, court officials said on Thursday.
Taylor, 64, the first African head of state to face an international tribunal, will learn his fate more than a
year after his so-called “blood diamonds” trial in the Netherlands wrapped up.
“The judgment in the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor will take place on 26 April 2012,”
said a statement from the Special Court for Sierra Leone.
“The judgment will be delivered at 11:00am... in The Hague, where the Taylor trial has been taking
place.”
Taylor is accused of creating and implementing a plan to get physical and political control over Sierra
Leone in order to exploit the west African country's rich diamond resources.
Prosecutors claim he armed Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in exchange for illegally
mined so-called “blood diamonds.”
President of Liberia from 1997 to 2003, Taylor has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
The court said that both the prosecution and defence would have the right to appeal the verdict.
“If Mr Taylor is acquitted on all charges, the appeals process will begin immediately. If he is found guilty
on any of the 11 counts, the Trial Chamber will schedule sentencing proceedings,” the statement said.
Sierra Leone's civil war claimed around 120 000 lives in the 10 years to 2001, with RUF rebels, described
as Taylor's “surrogate army, mutilating thousands of civilians by hacking off their limbs.
Arrested in Nigeria in 2006 and sent to Freetown, his trial was relocated to The Hague over security
concerns.
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Taylor has consistently dismissed the allegations him as “lies”, saying he was the victim of a political plot
by “powerful countries.”
A former preacher and warlord, the charismatic Taylor is accused of implementing his plan through
behind-the-scenes aid in the form of Liberian troops to fight with the RUF and providing guns and
ammunition.
Fuelled by drugs, the men under Taylor's command committed atrocities including murder, cannibalism
and mutilations, often hacking civilians to death or cutting off their hands and arms with machetes, the
prosecution said.
Women were raped and reduced to sex slaves, sometimes for years.
Child soldiers under 15 were enlisted and served in units such as the so-called “Small Boy Unit” (SBU)
specially created for them.
During the trial, the prosecution presented 94 witnesses and the defence 21.
British supermodel Naomi Campbell, called as a prosecution witness, told the trial how she was given a
pouch containing two or three “dirty-looking stones” after a charity dinner hosted by then South African
president Nelson Mandela in Pretoria in 1997.
She told judges she “assumed” the stones, uncut diamonds, were from Taylor but donated it to the Nelson
Mandela Children's Fund the following day.
During his own testimony for several weeks in July 2009, Taylor called the trial a “sham” against him and
denied allegations he ever ate human flesh.
He did however say he saw no problem with the fact that human skulls were being displayed at military
checkpoints in Sierra Leone.
The hearings in the case ended on March 11 last year with prosecutors urging a guitly verdict for his
“horrific crimes”.
In the statement, court registrar Binta Mansaray was quoted as saying that the length of time needed to
prepare the judgment “was due largely to the complexity of the case”.
Judges had had to read through more than 50 000 pages of witness testimony, and examine 1 520 exhibits
which had been submitted in evidence, he added. – AFP
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Channels (Nigeria)
Thursday, 1 March 2012
http://www.channelstv.com/home/2012/03/01/icc-to-rule-on-taylor-case-in-april/

ICC to rule on Taylor’s case in April

The U.N. war crimes court trying former Liberian president Charles Taylor for atrocities in Sierra Leone
said on Thursday it would hand down its final judgement in the case on April 26.
Taylor is on trial at the Special Court for Sierra Leone for alleged murder, rape, conscripting child soldiers
and sexual slavery during wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
More than 250,000 people were killed in the fighting.
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Radio Free Asia
Wednesday, 29 February 2012
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia

Funding Restored to Khmer Rouge Tribunal

The courtroom at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts
of Cambodia in Phnom Penh, June 27, 2011.

Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge Tribunal, which had run out of money to pay the salaries of Cambodian
workers, has received pledges of funds following a meeting last week with donor countries at the United
Nations in New York, a spokesman for the U.N.-backed war crimes court said Tuesday.
“We have received positive results and support from the donors,” spokesman Neth Pheaktra told RFA.
Cambodian staff working at the tribunal will now receive back pay within the next two to three weeks,
Pheaktra said.
More than 300 Cambodians working at the court had not received salaries since October 2011, he said,
adding that at least 10 staff members in the prosecution department had already submitted notices to the
court saying they would quit in March if they have not been paid by then.
Now, donor groups have pledged 90 percent of the U.S. $10 million requested for the annual budget for
this year for the Cambodian side of the court.
The tribunal has requested a total of U.S. $89 million for both Cambodian and international staff for the
budgets for 2012 and 2013, Pheaktra said.
“The Cambodian side wants $20 million for the two years,” Pheaktra said.
Voluntary contributions
International staff at the tribunal are paid directly by the U.N., while the salaries of local staff are funded
by voluntary contributions from donor countries such as Japan, France, and Australia.
From 2006 to 2011, the court spent about U.S. $140 million, with $33 million spent by the Cambodian
side and $107 million spent by the international side, Pheaktra said.
The tribunal, officially known as the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), was set
up six years ago to seek justice for the deaths of up to two million Cambodians during the brutal rule of
the Khmer Rouge from 1975-1979.
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It has long been hit by allegations of political meddling.
The tribunal completed its first trial this month, sentencing former Khmer Rouge prison chief Duch to life
on appeal for overseeing the deaths of some 15,000 people.
A second trial involving three senior regime leaders is under way.
Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen has openly opposed expanding the trials by adding indictments of
other former Khmer Rouge figures, some of whom have become his political allies.
Reported by Samean Yun for RFA’s Khmer service. Translations by Samean Yun. Written in English by
Richard Finney.
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