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News Source Media Group
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Ambassador Rapp speaks on international criminal justice in IC

By Emily Busse

IOWA CITY – After more than an hour of discussing his experiences of heading the Office of Global
Criminal Justice, Ambassador-at-Large and Iowa native Stephen Rapp gave one more reason for
international intervention with crimes against humanity.
“All human beings deserve to be free of the kinds of crimes we’re talking about,” he said.
Rapp, who President Barack Obama appointed to the Office of Global Criminal Justice in 2009, spoke to
a crowd of roughly 60 people at the Iowa Memorial Union in Iowa City Tuesday night.
The University of Iowa Center for Human Rights invited Rapp to speak, noting his achievements in the
interest of human justice and his ties to Iowa. The Iowa native also formerly served as United States
Attorney in the Northern District of Iowa.
Rapp served spoke about his experiences serving as Senior Trial Attorney and Chief of Prosecutions at the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda from 2001 to 2007. He also recounted his time as Prosecutor
of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, leading the prosecution of former Liberian President Charles Taylor
and others.
During his talk Tuesday, Rapp touched on cases of international crimes against humanity from several
years ago, as well as more current issues like the many accusations against Joseph Kony, who heads the
Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda.
Rapp said proposed legislation is looking to expand the United States’ Rewards for Justice Program,
which encourages individuals internationally to supply information on wanted terrorists and criminals,
such as Kony. The program is finding bipartisan sponsorship, Rapp added.
“It is not a ‘Dead or Alive’ poster,” Rapp said of the program. “It is for information leading to the arrest
and transfer of Joseph Kony to the International Criminal Court.”
Rapp’s past accomplishments include his office winning groundbreaking convictions for recruitment and
use of child soldiers as well as the use of sexual slavery and forced marriage.
Rapp also addressed the violence in Syria, and explained what they are doing to prepare for potential
future prosecution.
“What we’re doing on this is announcing our support of an international, multilateral effort working with
Syrians who are trying to leave the country and those inside to gather evidence against … those
committing these crimes in order to create prosecution dossiers,” he said.
In countries in obvious turmoil, Rapp said the question isn’t always if international organizations should
get involved, but how. Armed intervention isn’t his preferred response, but partnership with the affected
countries and use of a judicial process sends “the message that there’s going to be justice,” he said.
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“Shooting people down in your streets is not an internal affair,” he said. “…The question is how to
positively affect it.”
Greg Hamot, director of the UI Center for Human Rights, said bringing in speakers like Rapp to expose
students and locals to international cases of seeking human justice is crucial.
“Our hope is that we bring some of these issues to the heartland,” Hamot said.
Hamot added that Rapp’s visit also reminds Iowans of the many contributions Midwesterners have made
toward human rights.
“We’re the best kept secret in America,” he said.

Iowa native and Ambassador-at-Large Stephen Rapp speaks at
the Iowa Memorial Union in Iowa City on Tuesday, April 3,
2012. Rapp discussed his experiences heading the Office of
Global Criminal Justice. (Emily Busse /The Gazette-KCRG)
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Voice of Russia
Tuesday, 3 April 2012

Slobodan Miloshevich: the unvanquished prisoner of Hague Tribunal

The figures of the Hague Tribunal are
frighteningly biased. Of all the people
convicted the Serbians are the majority
(66%); of the 58 convicted heads of
states, prime ministers, commanders in
chief, heads of the parliaments,
prominent party and political figures
and officers 50 are Serbian; of the 19
who died in the Tribunal's prison 16
are Serbian. However among the
convicted besides Serbians there are Croatians, Muslims, Albanians and even Macedonians.
Serbian President Slobodan Miloshevich is among the best-known politicians who died in the
Tribunal's prison. At the end of 2011 the book entitled “The Unvanquished” was published in
Russian. The book depicts Miloshevich as a strong and brave person who openly fought against the
judges and prosecutors of the Tribunal and who won the fight at the expense of his own life. Besides
two interviews of Miloshevich himself, the book contains the memoirs of prominent Russian
politicians about him – of Evgeniy Primakov, Gennady Zuganov, Leonid Ivashov, Alexander
Zinoviev and some others. Another section of the book is dedicated to poetry – it is amazing how
many Russian poems were dedicated to Slobodan Miloshevich while it appeared that there was little
talk about him, little was known and nobody remembered much.
As a politician Miloshevich was shaped by Josip Broz Tito who single handedly ruled Yugoslavia. He
was a firm believer in the party, the power of a word given, stability of his own power, party
hierarchy and the unshakeable authority of the leader. But when time came for change, he opened to
change in 1990, although with caution, and tried to preserve the system in balance without major
shock. He just changed the name of the Communist party he was at the head of for the Socialist party
and agreed to allow other political parties. However, the multi-party system brought with it
unexpected changes as well as new system of values. For a while in that new value system he stayed
at the top and incontestable remaining the most popular political figure of the republic. But only in
Serbia, because the leaders of the other parts of Yugoslavia already started working towards the
separation from the federation. Slobodan Miloshevich is without doubt a historic figure, a prominent
personality, which usually means an ambiguous and contradictory personality. During his rule
everybody had a hard time, everybody grumbled and criticized him, but kept voting for him. Many
world politicians dreamed about his resignation, but they all preferred to negotiate only with him.
Being Serbian president Miloshevich in fact was the leader of the entire Yugoslavia.
In the Russians' memoirs he appears to be a responsible and brave man. Primakov writes about
Miloshevich: «in his comments and statements he demonstrated not only phenomenal knowledge of
the situation, not only any absence of stubbornness that were so often attributed to that political
figure, but a clear openness and a sense of responsibility for what was going on». According to
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another Russian politician Sergey Baburin, «with the death of Slobodan Miloshevich the era of
Yugoslavia is becoming history. It was Slobodan Miloshevich who embodied the last attempt to
preserve Yugoslavia».
Slobodan Miloshevich was killed in the Hague Tribunal's prison by no accident. For the West that
controls the activities of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) it was
extremely important to convict Miloshevich and thus legally justify their aggression against
Yugoslavia. However, they underestimated the power of president Miloshevich. His defense was so
strong and so destructive to the Tribunal that there remained only one solution – to stop the process
without making a verdict. This is how a well-known Russian expert on the Tribunal’s activities
Alexander Mezyayev characterizes Miloshevich’s role. In his opinion, «the West allowed itself to
stand trial since Slobodan Miloshevich not only proved himself innocent, but most importantly he
proved guilty those who destroyed Yugoslavia and Serbia”.
Miloshevich left the Tribunal no hope for a guilty judgment. That is why for the Hague Tribunal there
was only one way out – to remove the defendant... The fact of the cold-blooded murder of president
Miloshevich in the Hague Tribunal is unbelievable only for those who have not read the testimony of
the defense witnesses during the hearings. Those who committed the crimes discussed during the
process including the judges of that unfair trial did not hesitate to kill the one who proved them guilty
of those crimes.
Unfortunately, the Tribunal continues its activities and continues to kill. The state of health of
Vojislav Seselj deteriorated to the point that the doctors are at a loss and a malfunctioning pacemaker
is implanted into his heart. General Mladic who is physically exhausted after three strokes and other
serious illnesses is forced to attend the preliminary hearings on a regular basis and is pushed to start
the trial. The health of Radovan Karadzic is seriously damaged as well. Hopefully, the world
community will realize what the true goals and tasks of the Tribunal are and completely revises the
results of its activity.
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The New Times
Wednesday, 4 April 2012

ICTR Concludes Ngirabatware Case

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), on Monday, closed the hearing of prosecution
witnesses in the trial case of former Minister of Planning, Augustin Ngirabatware.
Ngirabatware, 52, is charged with nine counts which include; Genocide, Conspiracy to Commit Genocide;
Complicity in Genocide and Direct and Public Incitement to Commit Genocide.
Others are; Crimes against Humanity for Murder, Extermination, Rape, Inhumane Acts and Serious
Violations of the Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol II.
Prosecution Attorney Wallace Kapaya told the Tanzania-based court that a witness codenamed PRW3,
due to personal security, is still waiting for authorisation from the Nigerian government to travel to
ICTR's headquarters, yet the country had promised to allow him come to ICTR to witness.
The other witness, who bears the pseudonym PRW6, had assured the prosecution that he would be
available after Presidential elections in Senegal, but prosecutors said he appears increasingly less
cooperative and he keeps setting new deadlines.
Like other five prosecution witnesses, prosecution witness PRW4, on Monday, refuted Ngirabatware's
alibi that he was in Dakar between April and May 1994.
Witness PRW4 affirmed that he was in charge of receiving foreign affairs ministers only, therefore stating
that Ngirabatware was not among them.
Prosecution insists that the accused is individually responsible for killing members of the Tutsi ethnic
group in the then Gisenyi Prefecture, and for raping Tutsi women, as part of a widespread or systematic
attack on civilians.

