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Nigerian Tribune
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Editorial
Taylor, Mubarak: justice at last
THE gradual and disastrous fall to the bottomless pit of disgrace by some African tyrants should send a
strong message to other despots who still populate the seat of power on the continent.
THE former Egyptian President, Hosni Mubarak and his counterpart in Liberia, Mr Charles Taylor, were
sentenced to life and 50 years imprisonment respectively, after enjoying years of obscene opulence but
tumultuous era for their countrymen.
Mubarak, 84, who ruled Egypt with an iron-fist for 30 years, systematically decimated opposition
elements and the National Assembly became the mouthpiece of the president. In fact, presidential
elections were mere ceremonial events, as the results, which Hosni Mubarak normally won “landslide”
(99%) in all cases, discouraged a majority of Egyptians from exercising their enfranchising rights. The
visibly arid opposition in the parliament which could have engendered strong and moderating effects on
the activities of the executive, was the undoing of Mubarak, who not only appropriated the common
wealth of the country, but also abused the sovereign power to oppress the citizens, in whose trust it was
ideally held.
THE horrific experience of Egyptians during the tenure of Mubarak was captured in the words of Judge
Ahmed Rifaat who described Mubarak’s era before sentencing him to life imprisonment as “30 years of
darkness and a darkened nightmare that ended only when Egyptians rose up to demand change. They
peacefully demanded democracy from rulers who held a tight grip on power”.
ANOTHER tyrant, Taylor is a man with a horrendous catalogue of crimes, who actually appeared to be
smart by half. Having escaped from the wrath of justice in the United States, he got succour in his country
—Liberia — under President Samuel Doe, before he was accused and found guilty of corruption but he
fled to Libya like a cat with nine lives. As this was a time when Muamar Gadaffi was gripped by the
hubristic fervour of irredentism and Africanism, the ‘defection’ of a pseudo freedom fighter like Taylor as
could be expected, was seen as a “big fish” to the fold of the “militant comrades”.
IT was not long before Taylor, after receiving the tutorials and initiation into terrorism, went back to
Liberia to wage war against his former boss, Samuel Doe. After a fratricidal war which claimed thousands
of innocent lives including Nigerian soldiers and journalists, a national election was conducted and
Taylor, whose rebellious group already established its authority in almost all the counties of the country
won the election, and was sworn in as the president of Liberia. Unfortunately, he immediately gave his
support to the Revolutionary United Front –The ruthless rebel group in Sierra Leone.
AS a criminally adroit individual, Taylor, the fox ensured, according to the prosecutor, that he did not
“soil his own hands with the disagreeable business of committing atrocities; he left that to the henchmen
of Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front, the main rebel body”. This seek and hide strategy could
not, however, save him, as he was found to be neck deep in the dirty business of receiving hundreds of
millions of “blood diamonds” as payment for the arms he helped to ship across the Liberian border to the
Sierra Leonean rebels who callously revelled in chopping the limbs of their victims with machetes by the
conscripted underage rebel-soldiers that were dehumanized and therefore conscienceless through the use
of hard drugs.
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DESPITE Taylor’s plea of innocence in the crime that caused the deaths of over 120,000 people which
earned him £950 million in “blood diamonds”, the evidence of the legendary British Super-model, Miss
Naomi Campbell, nailed his chances of acquittal. Campbell told the International Criminal Court that; “I
was surprised to be given three “small, dirty-looking stones as a present by a member of Taylor’s staff
while visiting Nelson Mandella in South Africa in 1997. I am used to diamonds shining and in a box. I
gave them to a fund-raiser, not realising their potential value”.
IN another tale of brutality of man to man, the life sentence passed on the former Rwanda Minister, Mr
Callixte Nzabonima, for his key role in genocide in a 1994 meeting in which he and others agreed to
encourage the killing of Tutsis shows another dark chapter in the annals of ethno-cultural intolerance in
Africa. For a Minister of State to have abetted a large-scale pogrom under the guise of ethnic cleansing
reveals the rabid parochialism in African countries.
THE former minister who was found guilty by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
based in Arusha in Tanzania convicted Nzabonima of genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide, direct
and public incitement to commit genocide and extermination as a crime against humanity.
WHAT should be of concern to all men of conscience is that only a negligible minority of African
countries and leaders will be innocent, if exposed, of all the crimes for which a few of the leaders were
sanctioned.
IT is important for our leaders to learn a lesson or two from the downfall of these African despots. Africa
needs to strengthen the democratic fabric which is the sine qua non for the sustenance of the rule of law.
The resort to “monarchial democracy” which some African leaders innately cherish as manifested by their
sit-tight syndrome will always be an attractive precursor of anarchy, leading to widespread sorrow and
misery.
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BBC
Monday, 18 June 2012

Rwanda 'gacaca' genocide courts finish work

Rwanda's traditional gacaca
courts have been controversial

Rwanda's community courts,
known as gacaca, have finished
their work, after 10 years of
trying those accused of
involvement in the 1994
genocide.
The courts were set up to speed
up the prosecution of hundreds of thousands of genocide suspects awaiting trial.
Human rights group say the gacaca fell well short of international legal standards.
About 65% of the close to two million people tried have been found guilty, according to latest government
figures.
Controversial justice
Rwanda's legal system was left in ruins after the massacres by ethnic Hutu militia and soldiers of some
800,000 minority Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus in 100 days between April and June 1994.
The UN's International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda was set up in neighbouring Tanzania to try the
ringleaders of the genocide - it has convicted 38 people and acquitted eight so far. It is due to be closed
down at the end of the year.
But this left hundreds of thousands of people accused of involvement in the killings, leading to an
enormous backlog of cases in Rwanda.
Correspondents say up to 10,000 people died in prison before they could be brought to justice.
“Start Quote

Survivors are worried about their security because they are living side by side with those who had wanted
to previously exterminate them”
Albert Gasake Survivors' Fund Organisation
Community courts were set up to clear the backlog - and once a week the so-called gacaca met in villages
across the country, often outdoors in a marketplace or under a tree.
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The BBC's Prudent Nsengiyumva in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, says one of the main aims of the
gacaca was to achieve truth, justice and reconciliation among Rwandans. Gacaca means to sit down and
discuss an issue.
The hearings gave communities a chance to face the accused and give evidence about what really
happened and how it happened.
Our correspondent says many people in Rwanda say this process have helped to mend the wounds of the
past.
But the use of traditional grassroots courts to try complex genocide cases was also controversial previously the gacaca had only been used to settle local disputes.
More than 160,000 judges were elected from among communities - but they lacked legal qualifications.
The Rwandan government says about two million people went through the gacaca system - final official
figures about how many were found guilty are yet to be released, but data from two years ago points to a
conviction rate of about 65%.
Some of those found guilty have been sentenced to long jail sentences, with hard labour.
Others have been released and sent back to help rebuild communities - and this has brought its own
problems, legal experts say.
"Survivors are worried about their security because they are living side by side with those who had
wanted to previously exterminate them," Albert Gasake, the Legal Advocacy Project Coordinator at the
Survivors' Fund Organisation told the BBC's Network Africa programme.
"Suspicion is very high," Mr Gasake said.
He also says failure to compensate survivors for the loss of their properties poses another threat to genuine
reconciliation.
Our reporter says most Rwandans do not openly criticise the gacaca system.
But local and international human rights groups have expressed concern about its fairness because trials
were held without defendants having access to qualified lawyers.
The courts' closure leaves many unanswered questions, our correspondent says.
Human rights groups are asking why some members of the ruling RPF party never had to face the gacaca
courts.

