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The Exclusive
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Awoko Online
Monday, 25 June 2012

Accused found guilty on 8 counts & Sandi Halimuddin

Eric Senessie residing in Kailahun was yesterday
convicted by the Special Court for Sierra Leone on
eight out of nine counts for contempt of court in the
case of the Prosecutor versus Charles Taylor.
The accused was charged on four counts of the
indictment for, “knowingly and willfully interfering
with the special court administration of justice by
offering a bribe to a witness who has given evidence in
proceedings before a chamber, in violations of rule 77
of the court.”
The accused was also indicted on the other five counts of the indictment for again “knowingly and
willfully interfering with the Special Court’s administration of justice otherwise interfering with a witness
who has given evidence in proceedings before a Chamber.”
In her judgment, Justice Teresa Dorothy cited some of the evidence of witnesses that the accused spoke to
for them to recount the evidence they made at the Court in Hague in the trial of the Prosecutor Versus
Charles Taylor.
Some of the witnesses the judge disclosed were under protective measures like TF1- 585, 516, Mohamed
Kabba, Dauda Aruna Fornie, and Aruna Gbonda as they are witnesses that have testified for the
prosecutor in the case against Charles Taylor.
However the court did not find Eric Senessie guilty on count 5 which is knowingly and willfully
interfering with a witness Eric Gbonda as the witness was not able to convince the court of the level of
interference that took place between them.
The accused who is represented by lawyer Ansu Lansana, has been held in custody pending sentencing.
By Betty Milton
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The Satellite
Monday, 25 June 2012
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Voice of America
Friday, 22 June 2012

In Taylor Trial, Tampering Conviction for Ex-Rebel

A Sierra Leone man has been convicted of trying to bribe and influence witnesses in the trial of former
Liberian president Charles Taylor.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone found Eric Koi Senessie guilty on eight of nine contempt of court
charges in a verdict handed down late Thursday. Justice Theresa Doherty ruled that Senessie tried to
induce prosecution witnesses to recant their testimony.
In court documents filed last year, prosecutors argued that Senessie intimidated at least three witnesses by
repeatedly contacting them at their homes and offering them monetary rewards.
Senessie is a former member of the Revolutionary United Front, the rebel group during Sierra Leone's
civil war that was armed and supported by Taylor in exchange for raw diamonds.
Senessie faces a maximum sentence of seven years in prison and a fine equalling $4,600.
Last month, the court convicted Taylor of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and sentenced him to
50 years in prison. Taylor is planning to appeal that sentence.
Senessie had pleaded not guilty to all charges, and testified on his own behalf during a trial that opened in
Sierra Leone's capital of Freetown on June 11.
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The New Dawn (Liberia)
Wednesday, 13 June 2012
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The New Dawn (Liberia)
Wednesday, 13 June 2012
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In Profile Daily (Liberia)
Wednesday, 13 June 2012
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Rwanda Express (Kigali)
Saturday, 23 June 2012

Rwanda: ICTR Sentences 'Queen Killer' to Life Imprisonment

The UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) has handed a life sentence to Ildephonse
Nizeyimana, 48, who was accused of ordering the killing of the former Tutsi queen, Rosalie Gicanda.
Nizeyimana, commonly known as 'Queen Killer' was convicted on June 19,2012, to life in prison after
being found guilty of killing Rwanda's Queen Rosalie Gicanda and involving in Rwanda's 1994 genocide
against the Tutsi.
Nizeyimana is an ex-military officer and was head of intelligence and military operations at an elite
military training school, known as the ESO, during the genocide- which claimed lives of one million
Tutsi, in a period of 100 days, between early April and June 1994.
Nizeyimana was arrested in 2009 in Uganda after being tracked by Interpol security operatives right from
the time of his stay in the Democratic Republic of Congo.He had earlier on been acquitted by the Arusha
based UN court.
The court, presiding over by Judge Lee Muthoga ruled that Nizeyimana ordered troops to kill several
people, including the Tutsi queen- who was taken by Hutu soldiers from her home in the former Butare
province (now Huye district) and shot her behind the national museum.
Gicanda was the widow of King Mutara Rudahigwa III, who died in 1959 shortly before the country
became a republic.
Nizeyimana was also found guilty of killing members of the Ruhutinyanya family, Pierre Claver Karenzi
at the Hotel Faucon roadblock, commanding the attack on Cyahinda Parish, and killing other friends of
Rosalie Gicanda who were taken from her home.
He was also found guilty of ordering the killings of Remy Rwekaza and Beata Uwambaye at the
Gikongoro and Kigali roads junction roadblock as well as the serious bodily harm caused to Witness ZAV
during the genocide.
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Voice of America
Monday, 25 June 2012

Editorials
Support Grows For ICC Action On Sudan War Crimes

The United States welcomes Malawi’s refusal to host
Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir.

Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir (left) is the subject
of outstanding International Criminal Court arrest
warrants.
The Southern African nation of Malawi recently took
steps to support international efforts to bring to justice those responsible for war crimes, genocide and
crimes against humanity in Sudan’s troubled Darfur region.
The United States welcomes Malawi’s refusal to host Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir -- the subject of
outstanding International Criminal Court arrest warrants -- and the example it sets for its neighbors and
other nations. We are gravely concerned about the situation in Sudan, and the role that continuing
impunity for crimes committed in Darfur has played in forestalling a just and enduring peace for the
people of Sudan and the region.
Scheduled to host the annual summit meeting of the African Union (AU) this July, Malawi reportedly
took steps to prevent President al-Bashir from attending the conference. The International Criminal Court
has charged him with war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide related to his actions in Darfur.
We understand Malawi asked the AU not to invite al-Bashir to the Summit and stated that he would be
arrested if he entered the country.
The July summit will reportedly now be held in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa. Malawi’s President
has indicated she will not attend. Malawi’s actions on this issue are consistent with a range of
accomplishments achieved in President Joyce Banda’s first 100 days in office, which the United States
commends.
Malawi joins others, including Zambia and Botswana, in their support for the ICC’s effort to hold the
Sudanese president to account. The United States stands with these and other nations that refuse to
welcome the individuals subject to outstanding arrest warrants related to the Darfur situation to their
countries, and we commend those that have spoken out against al-Bashir’s continued travels, including to
next month’s AU summit. It is a serious cause for concern that the individuals subject to the outstanding
ICC arrest warrants remain at large. Lasting peace in Darfur requires accountability and justice.
We continue to call on the government of Sudan and all other parties to the conflict to cooperate fully
with the ICC, as required by United Nations Security Council Resolution 1593.

