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Sierra Express (Online)
Wednesday, 19 September 2012
Judgment Day for Bomblast and Others
Judgement in the Contempt Trial of Bangura, et. al.
scheduled for Tuesday, 25 September 2012 – Judgement
in the trial of three former AFRC members accused of
tampering with a prosecution witness who testified at the
Special Court is scheduled for Tuesday, 25 September
2012, beginning at 9:30 a.m. GMT (11:30 a.m. Hague
time). (Photo: lhassan Papa Bangura aka “Bomblast.
Photo credit Awareness Times)
Justice Teresa Doherty will deliver the judgement from
the STL in The Hague via video link to Freetown and
Kigali, Rwanda. Two of the defendants, convicted former
AFRC leaders Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara and Santigie
Borbor Kanu (aka “Five-Five”), will participate from
Rwanda where they are serving prison sentences for
convictions by the Special Court. Alhassan Papa Bangura
(aka “Bomblast) will participate from the Special Court’s
Courtroom 1 in Freetown.
A fourth defendant, Samuel Kargbo (aka “Sammy Ragga”), pleaded guilty at his initial appearance last
year. He subsequently testified for the prosecution.
All three each face two counts of interfering with the administration of justice by offering a bribe to a
witness to recant his testimony, and by otherwise inducing a witness to recant his testimony. Kamara is
charged with an additional count of knowingly revealing the name of a protected witness. All three have
pleaded not guilty to the charges.
The judgement is open and the media and public are invited to attend.
Journalists planning to attend in The Hague should contact Solomon Moriba at moriba@un.org.
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the
Government of Sierra Leone. It is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility
for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November 1996.
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Africa Young Voices
Tuesday, 18 September 2012
Human Rights on Arrest and Detention
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Bloomberg Businessweek
Tuesday, 18 September 2012
UN Says Liberia Security Threats Persist as Troop Numbers Cut
By Pauline Bax
The United Nations will reduce the size of its military operation in Liberia by more than half even as the
organization said the West African nation is still facing major security challenges.
The UN peacekeeping operation in Liberia, known as UNMIL, will be cut by four infantry battalions, or
about 4,200 troops, to 3,750 soldiers by 2015, the UN Security Council said on its website. The first group
of almost 2,000 personnel is to leave within a year, it said.
UNMIL sent about 15,000 troops to the country after President Charles Taylor went into exile in 2003,
ending a 14- year civil war that destroyed much of the Liberia’s infrastructure. Taylor was found guilty
earlier this year with crimes against humanity related to a conflict in neighboring Sierra Leone.
The peacekeepers in Liberia will be sent home gradually as the country “is still far from attaining a steady
state of security,” the Security council said, citing a report by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.
“The main security threats are internal, particularly civil unrest, and there is a recurrent tendency for
minor incidents to escalate into violent confrontations,” Ban said in the report.
The council urged Liberia and neighboring Ivory Coast to strengthen cooperation at the border, and to
“stabilize” the area through information sharing, according to the statement. Seven UN peacekeepers
deployed in Ivory Coast were killed earlier this year by attackers from Liberia.
Companies including ArcelorMittal (MT), which last year shipped its first iron ore from Liberia, and
Chevron Corp. (CVX) are active in the country. Economic growth is estimated at 9 percent this year,
according to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.
To contact the reporter on this story: Pauline Bax in Accra at pbax@bloomberg.net
To contact the editor responsible for this story: Emily Bowers at ebowers1@bloomberg.net
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International Center for Transitional Justice
Tuesday, 18 September 2012
ICTJ to UN Security Council:
Transitional Justice Fosters Accountability for Crimes Against Children
The United Nations Security Council has invited the International Center for Transitional Justice to provide expert
recommendations on how to achieve accountability for violations against children in armed conflict.
New York, NY- Accountability for violations against children in armed conflict is best achieved through a
comprehensive approach to justice that addresses the responsibility of perpetrators and the rights of victims within a
broader process of social change. This is the key message to be delivered by the International Center for
Transitional Justice (ICTJ) on September 19, 2012, during the UN Security Council’s Open Debate on Children and
Armed Conflict.
“Prosecutions are essential for accountability, as they send a clear message that certain violations will not be
tolerated by the society or the international community. However, ICTJ’s work over the past decade in over 40
countries has shown that in isolation, prosecutions are not enough,” said David Tolbert, president of ICTJ.
In his address to the Security Council, Tolbert will recommend that the full range of transitional justice measures
are prioritized in the set of responses available to the Security Council’s Working Group on Children and Armed
Conflict. ICTJ maintains that transitional justice measures can contribute to efforts to reveal the underlying causes
of violations against children, remedy the consequences and prevent their recurrence.
“We need to understand what drives state and non-state actors to criminal acts such as forcible recruitment of child
soldiers in order to fully address them. Truth-seeking can help to do that,” says Tolbert. “Military, security and
other state institutions that engage in such practices must be thoroughly reformed if we are to avoid their
recurrence. And the harm done to children must be dealt with through carefully devised reparations programs to
allay long-term consequences of the suffering inflicted upon them.”
ICTJ will call upon the Security Council to build on the progress made over the past decade and utilize its leverage
to support national processes working to address the full range of violations against children.
“The Council should continue to recognize that protection of children and accountability for grave violations
against children are part of the Council’s role in upholding peace and security,” said Tolbert. “With this in mind, the
Council should urge donors to support national processes that seek to achieve accountability in a comprehensive
manner.”
In addition, ICTJ will call for increased focus on accountability within Action Plans the UN has entered with parties
to conflict where children were targeted. ICTJ believes that the UN Action Plans to address violations against
children are a starting point to achieving accountability for violations against children. “It will also be important to
see Actions Plans on the other grave violations against children,” says Tolbert.
ICTJ is the only non-governmental organization invited to address the UN Security Council’s annual open debate
on children in armed conflict this year. The debate will be held on September 19, 2012, at 10:00 am United Nations
headquarters in New York. The session may be viewed live on the UN’s streaming channel, at www.webtv.un.org.
The full text of ICTJ’s address will be made available immediately after the address at www.ictj.org.
About ICTJ
ICTJ assists societies confronting massive human rights abuses to promote accountability, pursue truth, provide
reparations, and build trustworthy institutions. Committed to the vindication of victims’ rights and the promotion of
gender justice, we provide expert technical advice, policy analysis, and comparative research on transitional
justice measures, including criminal prosecutions, reparations initiatives, truth seeking, memorialization efforts,
and institutional reform. For more information, visit www.ictj.org.

