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PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 11 October 2012
Four Sentenced for Interference in the Administration of Justice
Four persons convicted last month of contempt for interfering with the administration of justice at the
Special Court were sentenced today to terms of imprisonment ranging from 18 months to two years.
Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara and Santigie Borbor Kanu (aka “Five-Five”), who were each convicted on two
counts of interfering with the administration of justice, were sentenced to prison sentences of two years on
each count. Justice Teresa Doherty reduced their sentences by two weeks in consideration of their
changed conditions of detention during the trial. The contempt convictions will be served concurrently,
meaning they will each serve a total of one year and fifty weeks, in addition to the sentences they are
currently serving at Mpanga Prison in Rwanda on convictions for war crimes and crimes against
humanity.
Kamara was convicted on September 25 for attempting to induce a witness to recant (to state that he
testified falsely) testimony given before the Special Court, and for disclosing the identity of a protected
witness. Kanu was convicted of offering a bribe to a witness, and for otherwise attempting to induce a
witness to recant testimony given in Special Court proceedings.
Hassan Papa Bangura (aka “Bomblast) was sentenced to two 18-month prison terms for his convictions on
two counts of offering a bribe to a witness, and of otherwise attempting to induce a witness to recant
testimony given before the court. The two sentences will run concurrently. He will receive credit for the
time he spent in detention during his trial.

Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara
File Photo
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Santigie Borbor Kanu
File Photo
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Hassan Papa Bangura
18 month sentences

Samuel Kargbo
Suspended 18 month
sentences

Samuel Kargbo (aka “Sammy Ragga”) received two 18-month suspended sentences, meaning that he will
serve no jail time as long as he remains of good behaviour for the next two years. Kargbo pleaded guilty
at his initial appearance in July 2011 to offering a bribe to a witness and of otherwise attempting to induce
a witness to recant his testimony. He subsequently testified for the prosecution.
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During the four-month trial, the court held proceedings at the SCSL courthouse in Freetown and in an
ICTR courtroom in Kigali, Rwanda. Bangura and Kargbo participated in their trial in Freetown, and
Kamara and Kanu participated in Rwanda. The two courtrooms were connected by VTC video link.
Under the Special Court Rules which were in effect at the time the offences were committed, the court
could have imposed a maximum sentence of seven years imprisonment, a fine of two million leones
(approximately $500), or both.
#END
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It
is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30
November 1996.
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UN News Centre
Thursday, 11 October 2012
Three men jailed for contempt by UN-backed Sierra Leone war crimes court

The Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown. Photo: SCSL
11 October 2012 – The United Nations-backed court trying war crimes in Sierra Leone today sentenced three
senior members of the country’s former Armed Forces Revolutionary Council to jail terms ranging from 18
months to two years for contempt in tampering with a former prosecution witness.
Two of them are already serving long prison terms for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in
the civil wars that plagued the West African country, starting in 1996, while a fourth person convicted last
month with the other three received a suspended sentence.
Santigie Borbor Kanu (aka Five-Five) and Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara were sentenced to two years in prison on
each of two counts of interfering with the administration of justice by offering a bribe to a witness, and for
otherwise attempting to induce a witness to recant testimony he gave before the Special Court for Sierra Leone
(SCSL). The terms are to be served concurrently.
Hassan Papa Bangura (aka Bomblast) was sentenced to two 18-month prison terms, to run concurrently, after
being convicted on similar charges. Mr. Kamara and Mr. Kanu are currently serving 45 and 50-year terms,
respectively, for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
A fourth accused, Samuel Kargbo (aka Sammy Ragga), pleaded guilty at his initial appearance in July 2011,
subsequently testified for the prosecution, and today received two 18-month suspended sentences, meaning
that he will serve no jail time as long as he remains of good behaviour for the next two years.
During the four-month trial, the court held proceedings at the SCSL’s premises in Freetown, Sierra Leone’s
capital, where Mr. Bangura and Mr. Kargbo attended, and in a courtroom in Kigali, Rwanda, where Mr.
Kamara and Mr. Kanu have been sent to serve their sentences. The two courtrooms were connected by video
link.
Based in Freetown, the SCSL was set up in 2002 to try those most responsible for serious violations of
international humanitarian law in the civil wars that plagued the country, starting in 1996.
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The Star (Kenya)
Thursday, 10 October 2012
We Will Not Block International Criminal Court Cases
NEITHER William Ruto nor Deputy Prime Minister Uhuru Kenyatta is planning to frustrate the
International Criminal Court if they are elected President next year, according to the Eldoret North MP.
Ruto told host Stephen Sackur on BBC's Hard Talk show that both of them were not standing because of
the criminal cases they are facing in the Hague.
"We have absolutely no intention to interfere with ICC process, absolutely none. My quest for the
presidency of this Kenya has nothing to do with ICC process," Ruto said when asked if he was planning to
use presidential immunity to frustrate the ICC.
He explained that he was a candidate for the ODM's presidential nomination in 2007 while Uhuru was a
presidential candidate in 2002 yet they were not facing ICC cases at the time.
"Nobody should ever think that we are trying to run for president merely because we are suspects. We are
running because we are leaders and we have a contribution to make to this country at that highest level,"
Ruto said.
The trials of Uhuru and Ruto are due to start at the Hague on April 10 and 11. They are facing charges of
crimes against humanity arising from the post-election violence in 2008.
Both Uhuru and Ruto have insisted that they will stand for president next March on the TNA and URP
parties. Former Public Service chief Francis Muthaura and radio journalist Joshua Sang are their codefendants at the Hague.
The courts are expected to rule later this month on whether Ruto and Uhuru are eligible to stand for
president while facing criminal charges.
Last week, an international justice conference in Germany agreed that becoming president provides no
immunity at the ICC.
The prosecutor of the Special Courts for Sierra Leone, Brenda Hollis, told the conference that the question
of immunity for presidents only arises for countries who have not ratified the Rome Statute.
Kenya is a signatory so any Kenyan president would be obliged to obey a summons to the ICC. "They
have not only waived their immunities but have also accepted that in certain circumstances, the UN
Security Council may refer certain situation to ICC. Therefore, they are obligated to cooperate with the
court in such circumstances," Hollis said.
Helmut Kreicker from the Attorney General's office in Karlsruhe in Germany however said that
international customary law has tended to allow prosecution of leaders even in countries who have not
signed the Rome Statute.
Yesterday, Ruto dismissed the charges preferred against him by the ICC prosecutor. He termed as an
"absolute fallacy" allegations that he participated in buying weapons and distributed them to gangs to
perpetrate the post-election violence.
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In a separate interview with Sackur, Deputy Prime Minister Musalia Mudavadi said there is no deal to
have him supported as the alternate candidate against Prime Minister Raila Odinga in case Uhuru and
Ruto are barred from running.
"Right now, there is no deal that we are moving in. I think we are all competing, we would like everybody
to have their opportunity and I am focused that I must win the hearts of the Kenyan people," said Musalia.
Mudavadi said his UDF party will not join a coalition merely to defeat Raila. He said there must be
convergence on various issues such as economy.
"It is unfortunate, the issue of Kenyan politicians facing trials. If we were to go back to the violence of
2007 and 2008, there is a sense of national guilt, we went wrong as a nation," Mudavadi said.
"This is the interesting thing about the Kenya's political society, but I can say this, the popularity issue
may be something else, and this will really be determined at the point of the vote," said Musalia when
asked why he is trailing Uhuru in the polls yet he is facing charges at ICC.
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The SOP
Thursday, 11 October 2012
http://thesop.org/story/20121011/un-seeks-to-reinforce-rule-of-law-worldwide.html
UN Seeks to Reinforce Rule of Law Worldwide
With its many years of experience and its entrenched neutrality, the United Nations is ideally placed to
help countries establish the rule of law, a vital factor in post-conflict reconstruction, overall development
and enforcing fundamental rights, a top UN official said today.
Newly-constituted governments are looking to the United Nations for advice and assistance in
constitution-making processes, reforming justice and security institutions and dealing with legacies of
atrocities, " Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson told the General Assembly committee that deals with
international legal matters, also known as the Sixth Committee.
The United Nations has a comparative advantage in providing this assistance, " Mr. Eliasson stressed,
noting that it is currently helping 150 Member States on various aspects of the rule of law. We have a
broad range of experience dating back many years. The UN brings neutrality and the weight of the
international community to the work. We are also using out convening power to advance the issues and
the debate. "
The committee is following up on the Assembly`s High-Level Meeting on the Rule of Law that was held
last month, when world leaders stressed the universality of humanitarian law and the importance of the
system of international courts in enforcing fundamental human rights.
Mr. Eliasson highlighted the crucial role played by the network of international tribunals such as the
Hague-based International Court of Justice (ICJ), the principal UN judicial organ set up in 1945 to settle
legal disputes submitted by States, and the more recent Hague-based International Criminal Court (ICC),
an independent international body that is not part of the UN and tries those accused of genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes.
Other UN-backed country-specific international courts deal or have dealt with such crimes committed in
the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Cambodia. Mr. Eliasson reiterated the call SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon made at last month`s meeting for all States to accept the jurisdiction of the (ICJ).
The International Court of Justice plays a particularly important role, " he said. It is the only judicial
forum to which Member States can bring virtually any legal dispute concerning international law. No
other forum`s jurisdiction is as far-reaching. Yet the court is only competent to hear a case if the States
concerned have accepted its jurisdiction. "
Only 67 of the UN`s 193 Member States, or 34 per cent, including only one permanent member of the
Security Council, currently accept the ICJ`s compulsory jurisdiction. That compares with 59 per cent in
1948, when 34 of the then 58 UN Member States, including four of the five permanent members of the
Security Council, recognized its jurisdiction.
Mr. Eliasson highlighted the crucial role played by the UN-backed international criminal tribunals, noting
that the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) last year sentenced former Liberian President Charles
Taylor to 50 years in prison for planning and abetting crimes committed by Sierra Leonean rebel forces
during that country`s civil war, finding him guilty of acts of terrorism, murder, rape, sexual slavery and
enlisting child soldiers.
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Meanwhile, the ICC earlier this year found Congolese warlord Thomas Lubanga Dyilo guilty of
conscripting child soldiers under the age of 15 into his militia in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and jailed him for 14 years.
Looking forward, Mr. Eliasson called for strengthening the linkages between the rule of law and all three
pillars of the UN`s mission " peace and security; development; and human rights. This includes
strengthening peace and security in post-conflict countries; establishing the necessary framework for
commerce and international trade, including the sanctity of contracts and labour safeguards; and the need
for governments to ratify international rights treaties and promulgate national laws that uphold these
obligations.
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The New Dawn (Liberia)
Thursday, 11 October 2012
Editorial (Excerpts)
Ellen Rules Out A Third-Term Run
-SNIPAlso, information has it that one of the paramount reasons that brought bitterness or rift between the
President and Senator Jewel Howard Taylor, if not the paramount reason, is that Madam Taylor felt
deceived by Madam Sirleaf whom had earlier promised or assured her that she would not turnover former
President Charles Taylor to the Special Court on Sierra Leone for prosecution, but later did exactly the
opposite. It is said that Madam Jewel Taylor believed her when she made the promise. It was not only
Madam Jewel Howard Taylor that Madam Sirleaf gave this assurance. It is said that she also made the
same promise to the Traditional Women in Bong County. It is about a leader keeping her word; she did
not. She is now saying that she will not be seeking a third term. Can we trust her words on this one?
Furthermore, when the question about who masterminded the extradition of former President Charles
Taylor from Nigeria and his subsequent handover for prosecution, President Sirleaf denied ever having
any part to play in it. And she was consistent in her denial. We believed her when she said that she had no
part to play in it. It was only in 2012 when the Special Court was sentencing Mr. Taylor that the judge
announced publicly that it was President Sirleaf who masterminded the extradition process of Taylor. In
fact, the judge thanked her specially. Now, she is saying that she will not run for a third time. Can we trust
her words on this one?
-SNIP-

