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Sierra Express (Online)
Saturday, 13 October 2012
Four Sentenced for Interference in the Administration of Justice in Sierra Leone
By: SEM Contributor on October 13, 2012.
Special Court for Sierra Leone – Four persons convicted last month of contempt for
interfering with the administration
of justice at the Special Court were
sentenced 11 October, 2012 to
terms of imprisonment ranging
from 18 months to two years.
Ibrahim
Bazzy
Kamara
and
Santigie Borbor Kanu (aka “FiveFive”), who were each convicted on
two counts of interfering with the
administration of justice, were
sentenced to prison sentences of
two years on each count. Justice
Teresa Doherty reduced their
sentences by two weeks in
consideration of their changed
conditions of detention during the
trial. The contempt convictions will
be served concurrently, meaning they will each serve a total of one year and fifty
weeks, in addition to the sentences they are currently serving at Mpanga Prison in
Rwanda on convictions for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
Kamara was convicted on September 25 for attempting to induce a witness to
recant (to state that he testified falsely) testimony given before the Special Court,
and for disclosing the identity of a protected witness. Kanu was convicted of offering
a bribe to a witness, and for otherwise attempting to induce a witness to recant
testimony given in Special Court proceedings.
Hassan Papa Bangura (aka “Bomblast) was sentenced to two 18-month prison
terms for his convictions on two counts of offering a bribe to a witness, and of
otherwise attempting to induce a witness to recant testimony given before the
court. The two sentences will run concurrently. He will receive credit for the time he
spent in detention during his trial.
Samuel Kargbo (aka “Sammy Ragga”) received two 18-month suspended
sentences, meaning that he will serve no jail time as long as he remains of good
behaviour for the next two years. Kargbo pleaded guilty at his initial appearance in
July 2011 to offering a bribe to a witness and of otherwise attempting to induce a
witness to recant his testimony. He subsequently testified for the prosecution.
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During the four-month trial, the court held proceedings at the SCSL courthouse in
Freetown and in an ICTR courtroom in Kigali, Rwanda. Bangura and Kargbo
participated in their trial in Freetown, and Kamara and Kanu participated in Rwanda.
The two courtrooms were connected by VTC video link.
Under the Special Court Rules which were in effect at the time the offences were
committed, the court could have imposed a maximum sentence of seven years
imprisonment, a fine of two million leones (approximately $500), or both.
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Diamond News
Monday, 15 October 2012
Three men jailed for contempt by UN-backed Sierra Leone war crimes court
The United Nations-backed court trying war crimes in Sierra Leone today sentenced three senior
members of the country’s former Armed Forces Revolutionary Council to jail terms ranging from 18
months to two years for contempt in tampering with a former prosecution witness.
Two of them are already serving long prison terms for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed
in the civil wars that plagued the West African country, starting in 1996, while a fourth person convicted
last month with the other three received a suspended sentence.
Santigie Borbor Kanu (aka Five-Five) and Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara were sentenced to two years in prison
on each of two counts of interfering with the administration of justice by offering a bribe to a witness, and
for otherwise attempting to induce a witness to recant testimony he gave before the Special Court for
Sierra Leone (SCSL). The terms are to be served concurrently.
Hassan Papa Bangura (aka Bomblast) was sentenced to two 18-month prison terms, to run concurrently,
after being convicted on similar charges. Mr. Kamara and Mr. Kanu are currently serving 45 and 50-year
terms, respectively, for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
A fourth accused, Samuel Kargbo (aka Sammy Ragga), pleaded guilty at his initial appearance in July
2011, subsequently testified for the prosecution, and today received two 18-month suspended sentences,
meaning that he will serve no jail time as long as he remains of good behaviour for the next two years.
During the four-month trial, the court held proceedings at the SCSL’s premises in Freetown, Sierra
Leone’s capital, where Mr. Bangura and Mr. Kargbo attended, and in a courtroom in Kigali, Rwanda,
where Mr. Kamara and Mr. Kanu have been sent to serve their sentences. The two courtrooms were
connected by video link .
Based in Freetown, the SCSL was set up in 2002 to try those most responsible for serious violations of
international humanitarian law in the civil wars that plagued the country, starting in 1996.
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Newsweek
Monday, 15 October 2012
Edward Nahim: Sierra Leone’s Only Psychiatrist
Sierra Leone is trying to heal its wounds in the aftermath of one of Africa’s most brutal civil wars—but
there’s only one psychiatrist around to treat the nation’s trauma.
Dr. Edward Nahim leans over a stack of weathered folders at the Sierra Leone Psychiatric Hospital in
Freetown, where he has worked for 30 years. The room is silent but for the scratch of his pen as he etches
notes for each patient. With his black hair broken by rivulets of gray at his temples, and his yellowish eyes
that blend with his lemon-colored shirt and the lemon walls, Nahim appears to be an old fixture of the
building.

A patient at Sierra Leone’s only psychiatric hospital in the Kissy area of Freetown. (Tim Hetherington /
Magnum Photo)
The 67-year-old psychiatrist tilts his head up and says he will bring out the most “lucid” patients for me to
interview. An aid escorts them in separately: a young Nigerian man with a wide smile who believes his
penis has split in two; a middle-aged man with deformed elbows who speaks fluent German and is “a
prophet of God”; a petite elderly lady with missing teeth who says she is pregnant with twins; and a man
who divides his life into historical epochs and claims he is visited each night by people who torture him
under the orders of his ex-lover Claudia Schiffer.
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Nahim chuckles as he finishes his paperwork. “You won’t find patients like this anywhere in the
world,” he says with a strange air of pride.
Nahim is the only trained psychiatrist in Sierra Leone, a nation that suffered one of the most brutal civil
wars in Africa. Earlier this year, former Liberian president Charles Taylor was sentenced in The Hague to
50 years in prison for “aiding and abetting” war crimes during the 11-year conflict, which killed 50,000
people and left countless others maimed and with deep psychological wounds. After the war ended in
2002, a mental-health survey conducted by the World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that 400,000
Sierra Leoneans suffered from mental illnesses such as depression or post-traumatic stress disorder, with
less than 1 percent of the population receiving treatment.
Though he is technically retired, Nahim continues to work full time for the government, treating excombatants and hospital patients. There are only two qualified psychiatric nurses in the country. “We are
extremely concerned about having one psychiatrist who is retired,” says Donald Bash-Taqi, the director of
training, noncommunicable diseases, and research at Sierra Leone’s Ministry of Health. “We are a country
that has come from a brutal civil war with a rising youth involvement in drugs. It is not enough.”
The psychiatric hospital sits in Kissy, the poor eastern side of Freetown. Known as “Crase Yard” in the
native Krio, it is surrounded by burnt-out houses and razed buildings jutting from the earth. Kissy was
occupied by the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), the rebel group that became notorious for recruiting
child soldiers and committing mass amputations. During the conflict, Nahim and his patients and staff
were forced to leave the hospital, and sections of the building were destroyed.
Nahim takes me beyond an old stone wall covered in moss, part of the hospital’s original structure. It was
built in 1872—the first mental-health clinic in Africa. Inside, the walls are cold and bare, and the windows
are barred. We enter a ward where 16 patients lie on thin mattresses. Four of them are shackled by their
hands or feet to the iron bed frames. Nahim says the restrictions are necessary due to the lack of trained
staff to watch over the patients. “It is not like in Australia or England, where you have closed-circuit
televisions in the ward and the wards are all electronically controlled, doors are locked, and there is 24hour electricity,” he says. “Here, we can’t keep them in the wards, so they can go out anytime they want
to. The only way we can restrain them is to chain them for a short time.”
The only other care facility in Freetown is the City of Rest, a run-down building that houses 40 patients
crammed into small rooms. Patients wear an ankle chain when they first arrive. Their treatment involves
Christian prayer, singing, and counseling. Nahim visits the City of Rest every week to prescribe
medications to those who need it. Inside, I meet a man I’ll call Adama, a 29-year-old who was admitted
by his family for smoking too much marijuana, or “jamba.” Before coming to City of Rest, Adama says
he was taken to a traditional healer, who restrained his leg inside a log and read verses from the Quran. He
was unable to move for three months. “They thought it was a demon. Native doctors are very wicked,”
Adama says. (Throughout many parts of Africa, people suffering from mental illness consult or are forced
to be treated by traditional healers.)

