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http://www.expatica.com/nl/news
UN court to issue Srebrenica commander genocide verdict

The UN Yugoslav war crimes court is to issue its verdict on Wednesday against Bosnian Serb general Zdravko
Tolimir, charged with genocide for his role in the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, the worst atrocity in Europe since
World War II.
Prosecutors want a life sentence for Tolimir, considered the right-hand man of Bosnian Serb army chief Ratko
Mladic who is also being tried at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The
Hague.
Conducting his own defence, Tolimir said that what happened at Srebrenica in July 1995 was "fighting against
terrorist groups", rather than the slaughter of almost 8,000 Muslim men and boys after Dutch peacekeepers at the
"safe" enclave were overrun by the Bosnian Serb army under Mladic.
Now 64, Tolimir is accused of committing genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity during the Balkan
country's bloody 1992-95 war that claimed 100,000 lives and left 2.2 million others homeless.
He faces eight counts including murder and forcible deportation relating to the attack on Srebrenica.
Prosecutors said the former intelligence chief was part of a grand scheme to murder thousands of Muslim men and
boys and expel thousands of women and children at the enclave in order to create a "mono-ethnic Serb state."
The prosecution alleged that about 25,000 women, children and elderly people were forcibly transferred from the
enclaves to Muslim-controlled territories, while thousands of men and boys old enough to bear arms were executed
and dumped in mass graves.
Tolimir was involved in a "joint criminal enterprise" to "summarily execute and bury thousands of Bosnian Muslim
men and boys aged 16 to 60 captured from the Srebrenica enclave," according to the charge sheet.
During the trial, prosecutors said Mladic relied on Tolimir to "carry out the slow strangling of the Srebrenica and
Zepa enclaves" to create conditions which would force the Muslim population "to give up hope of survival."
Tolimir allegedly oversaw and authorised the officers who organised the Srebrenica slaughter.
"It was his men ... who were at the detention and execution and burial sites, making sure that murder operation did
its evil work until the last bullet was fired and the last body buried," the prosecution said.
He also stood accused of proposing to attack columns of Muslim civilians fleeing the war zone and proposing to use
chemical weapons against Muslim fighters.
Tolimir is the most senior Serb to have a verdict handed down by the UN war crimes court since two Croatian
generals and two former Kosovar guerrillas were acquitted last month, sparking Serbia's ire.
Arrested in May 2007 in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Tolimir had seen his trial delayed several times due to ill health.
Mladic, also dubbed "the Butcher of Bosnia," was arrested in Serbia last year, and now faces 11 counts before the
same Hague-based court, including for the Srebrenica massacre.
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Cambodia: Khmer Rouge honcho not so senile after all
Ieng Sary, brutal regime's foreign minister, sane enough for trial
Patrick Winn

Former Khmer Rouge official Ieng Sary, who was
foreign minister under the regime, appears in the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
on November 22, 2011 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
(Handout/AFP/Getty Images)

There are plenty of reasons why plotters of horrific atrocities shouldn't get to wait more than three decades
before facing their day in court.
But here's the most obvious one: once on trial, they're prone to dementia and have few years left to mete
out in bleak cells.
Cambodia's Khmer Rouge trials have already seen one top-tier figure argue, via her legal team, contend
that she's too senile to stand trial. That would be Ieng Thirith, the regime's so-called "first lady," who
occupied senior positions while the Maoist forces went about bludgeoning, shooting, starving,
overworking and generally robbing life from more than 1.5 million people.
The good news is that, despite his lawyers' best efforts, core Khmer Rouge leader Ieng Sary (Thirith's
husband) has just been deemed sane enough for trial, according to the Phnom Penh Post.
This is a refreshing development for a trial that, as I reported in August, has recently teetered on the brink
of bankruptcy.

