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Sierra Express Media
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The New Dawn (Liberia)
Friday, 18 January 2013
Liberian Institutions Are Weak - Special Court
The United Nations backed-Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) has said the capacities of Liberian institutions
are weak and unable to meet the needs of its citizenry.
The court made this known in its findings dubbed: “Making Justice Count, Assessing the Impact and Legacy of the
Special Court for Sierra Leone and Liberia.” The study was conducted in league with Liberian NGOs Network
(LINNK) in June and July, 2012.
The exercise followed immediately after the sentencing of former President Charles Taylor, with the aim of getting
an overall picture of the impact and legacy of the Court in the two countries.
The hybrid-tribunal noted that while having improved since 2003, there remains an insidious problem that obstructs
the country’s growth and the government’s ability to govern effectively.
“The capacities of Liberian state institutions still remains weak and unable to meet the needs of Liberians despite
having improved since 2003,” the court said in its research results.
It said the 2012 UNSC report on Liberia states that the development of the army is “constrained by limited
opportunities and resources to conduct practice operations as needed to sustain training and build skills.”
The report furthered that the over 4, 200-strong national police force probably needs to be expanded to 8, 000, but
improving the very poor conditions of service for the force is even more urgent.
Speaking of the judiciary here, the survey indicated that it is faced with significant inadequacies, including lack of
qualified personnel, insufficient funding and corruption.
The tribunal said since the end of the war, there has been significant reform of the police, army and judiciary in
Sierra Leone and Liberia, including training, restructuring and the promotion of discipline.
But, on the contrast, Sierra Leone is ahead of Liberia, noting that Sierra Leone’s activities have focused on
governance reforms, such as judicial reform, parliamentary assistance and decentralization.
“Since the Sierra Leone TRC report was issued in October 2004, there has been significant reform of the judiciary.
Court buildings were erected to cope with demand, a code of conduct for judicial officers was adopted and
legislation dealing with legal aid was enacted,” the research added.
It said the Liberia’s Governance Reform Commission, mandated to establish national framework for legal and
political reform, continues to seek greater decentralization of power, regional participation and balancing national
and regional interests.
The SCSL indicated that once this process is complete, many Liberians, particularly those in the rural areas, would
be able to elect representatives that are more accountable to rural needs, acquire greater access and control over
local resources and act as a counterbalance toward political and economic policies mandated from Monrovia.
In 2010, Liberia established the Independent National Commission on Human Rights (INCRH), as mandated in the
2003 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in Accra, Ghana.
The INCHR is responsible for implementing recommendations contained in the 2009 Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) report, despite reported inadequacies of that report and the government’s response to it; writes
T.K.S.

5

Human Rights Watch
Friday, 18 January 2013
Press Release
Ghana: Ensure Justice for Key Ivorian Suspect
Provide Full Due Process Rights for Militia Leader Blé Goudé
(Nairobi, January 18, 2013) – Ghanaian authorities should ensure fair, credible justice for an Ivorian
militia leader arrested on January 17, 2013, Human Rights Watch said today. The former leader of the
Young Patriots militia, Charles Blé Goudé, is accused of serious crimes allegedly committed under his
command during Côte d’Ivoire’s 2010-2011 violent post-election crisis.
Former President Laurent Gbagbo appointed Blé Goudé as his youth minister in December 2010,
formalizing a longstanding relationship between the Young Patriots and Gbagbo’s security forces. Blé
Goudé fled Côte d’Ivoire to Ghana in April 2011, and has been rumored to move among several West
African countries since then. Ivorian authorities issued an arrest warrant against Blé Goudé in mid-2011
for violent crimes and economic crimes during the post-election crisis.
“For almost a decade, militiamen from Blé Goudé’s Young Patriots terrorized northern Ivorians and West
African immigrants in violence perpetrated on political and ethnic lines, with many victims beaten to
death, shot, or burned alive at illicit checkpoints,” said Corinne Dufka, senior West Africa researcher at
Human Rights Watch. “Blé Goudé’s arrest is a significant opportunity to continue the process of
accountability for victims from one side of the crisis.”
A key issue for Blé Goudé to answer is whether he incited crimes during the post-election period. On
February 25, 2011, in a speech broadcast widely on national television and radio, Blé Goudé called on his
followers to set up neighborhood roadblocks and “denounce” foreigners – a term the Gbagbo camp often
used to signify northern Ivorians and West African immigrants. Human Rights Watch documented a sharp
increase in violence by pro-Gbagbo militias, generally along ethnic or religious lines, in the days
following Blé Goudé’s speech.
It is unclear whether Ghana will seek to prosecute Blé Goudé domestically or extradite him. Before
considering extradition proceedings to Côte d’Ivoire, Ghanaian authorities would have to satisfy their
responsibilities under the Convention against Torture, and ensure that Blé Goudé would not be subject to
torture or inhuman, cruel, or degrading treatment, Human Rights Watch said.
In a report published in November 2012, Human Rights Watch documented widespread inhuman
treatment and some cases of torture in military detention sites in Abidjan, following security threats
against Côte d’Ivoire in August and September. The UN assistant secretary-general for human rights and
the Human Rights Council-appointed independent expert on human rights in Côte d’Ivoire have likewise
reported in recent weeks on inhuman treatment and torture in Ivorian detention sites.
“Blé Goudé’s arrest shows that Ghanaian authorities are taking steps to ensure the country will not be
used as a safe haven from justice,” Dufka said. “They now need to accord Blé Goudé his full due process
rights, including ensuring that there is no credible risk of inhuman treatment or torture if they extradite
him to Côte d’Ivoire.”
The International Criminal Court (ICC) opened an investigation in October 2011 into serious crimes
committed in Côte d’Ivoire. In November 2011, the Ivorian government surrendered Gbagbo to The
Hague, where he faces four counts of crimes against humanity. In October 2012, the court unsealed an
arrest warrant against the former first lady, Simone Gbagbo, for crimes against humanity, alleging that she
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acted as Laurent Gbagbo’s “alter ego” in overseeing atrocities in Côte d’Ivoire. She remains in custody
in Côte d’Ivoire, where she is being tried for genocide, among other crimes, for acts committed during the
post-election crisis. The ICC has yet to publicly issue any other arrest warrants for crimes committed in
Côte d’Ivoire, including against anyone from the Ouattara camp.
Since the end of the post-election crisis in May 2011, the Ivorian government has repeatedly promised
impartial justice for the grave crimes committed by both pro-Gbagbo forces and pro-Ouattara forces.
Civilian and military prosecutors have collectively charged more than 150 individuals with post-election
crimes. However, none of those arrested, much less charged, with violent crimes (crimes de sang, in
French) come from the pro-Ouattara forces.
“While the arrest of Blé Goudé continues the important steps toward justice for the grave crimes
committed by pro-Gbagbo forces, victims on the other side remain without recourse to justice in Côte
d’Ivoire or at the ICC,” Dufka said. “The one-sided justice for Côte d’Ivoire’s post-election violence
needs to swiftly change if the Ouattara government is to break from Côte d’Ivoire’s dangerous legacy of
impunity.”
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Daily Monitor (Uganda)
Wednesday, 16 January 2013
Obama signs law to hunt down Kony
President Obama has signed a law that will see his government offer monetary rewards for information
that can lead to arrest of people indicted by international tribunals.
The statement issued by the White House on Tuesday mentions Lord’s Resistance Army, Congolese
rebels and the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), who are accused of committing
crimes against humanity.
“We have made it unmistakably clear that the United States is committed to seeing war criminals and
other perpetrators of atrocities held accountable for their crimes, and today’s legislation can help us
achieve that goal,” Mr Obama said.
Previously, the War Crimes Rewards Programme applied to individuals wanted by the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, and the
Special Court for Sierra Leone.
The promise of rewards could provide an inducement to LRA commanders and fighters, as well as herders
and others who transit within the border areas of the Central African Republic, Congo, South Sudan, and
Sudan, to share any information about LRA whereabouts.
The Enough Project researcher, Mr Kasper Agger, said the fight against LRA should be holistic, including
offering monetary rewards.
The US government is authorised to spend up to $25 million and the figure might increase since the
programme has been increased.
rkasasira@ug.nationmedia.com

