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Sierra Express Media Online
Wednesday, 17 July 2013
Johnny Paul is alive and kicking
Johnny Paul is alive and kicking thumbnail
It is now an open secret that leader of Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) junta regime is here
within the walls of Sierra Leone and he is very much alive and kicking.
A close confidante and a relative of the indisposed junta leader who begged for anonymity argued
strongly that Retired Brigadier Johnny Paul Koroma is currently residing in a secluded venue in Freetown.
Our source said Koroma has decided to conduct himself in a pensive mood owing to scandals of a Special
Court indictment hanging over him. He further boasted that Jonny Paul has been in close collaboration
with a renowned Paramount Chief, whose name he did not disclose, and who has promised to facilitate a
meeting between Johnny Paul Koroma and President Ernest Bai Koroma in the not too distant future.
During his nine months in power, Johnny Paul proved himself a benevolent dictator thus providing an
astute leadership for the people. He was held in captivity in the maximum security prison on charges of
treason but was latter liberated by colleagues soldiers in the other ranks and imposed leadership on him
after the overthrown of ex-president Tejan Kabbah in the May 25th 1996 coup d‘état.
During his hold on to power, Johnny Paul tended to burst international sanctions and embargos when he
paid a backlog of salaries to civil servants and teachers; he was able to produce enough food items locally
for his people and electricity supply were in abundance.
During the interregnum, Johnny Paul secured the release of 300 ECOMOG soldiers that were captured by
the RSLAF on June 2nd.
Johnny Paul Koroma was the first to bring out the rebels of Revolutionary United Front from the jungle to
engage themselves in peace talks.
He was a very religious and God fearing soldier who could fondly be remembered on the day he ordered
the entire nation to yell the name ‘JESUS’ at 6 p.m. to solicit divine intervention for an end to the war ,so
that the people could enjoy peace again.
The Rtd. Brigadier was later appointed National Chairman for the Consolidation of Peace in the country.
He further demonstrated his belief in the tenets of democracy when he formed the Peoples Liberation
Party (PLP), a political party under which umbrella he contested the Presidential and Parliamentary
Elections and polled an overwhelmingly significant vote.
Although an international criminal court indictment threatens, much has not been heard of it lately, but
many Sierra Leoneans would like to see Johnny Paul Koroma walk through the streets as a free and
peaceful citizen, one of the key architects of the peace we are now enjoying.
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Scoop World
Friday, 19 July 2013
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO1307/S00486/justice-is-for-us-all-statement-by-justice-king.htm

“Justice is for Us All”: Statement by Special Court President Justice George Gelaga King to Mark
International Criminal Justice Day
Eleven years ago, in 2002, we marked two significant moments in the short history of international justice. The
first, on January 16th, was the ratification of the Special Court Agreement that set up the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. The second, on July 17th,was the ratification of the Rome Statute which, drafted four years earlier – fifteen
years ago today, in fact – set up the International Criminal Court.
The establishment of both these courts, along with the ICTY and the ICTR which preceded them and the other
tribunals which came after, represent not only milestones in international criminal justice, but also an international
awakening of conscience for the plight of victims around the world. Let me state it thus: A just world cannot turn its
back on victims, no matter where they may live, and a stable international order cannot rest on a fragile foundation
of justice. Justice is about fairness, and due process. Justice is for us all.
As the Special Court for Sierra Leone nears the completion of its mandate in just a few months time, it is fitting on
International Criminal Justice Day to consider what we have accomplished.
I have no doubt the Special Court will be remembered for its jurisprudence on such important issues as head of state
immunity, on the enlistment, recruitment and use of child soldiers, and on forced marriage as a crime against
humanity. We will certainly be remembered as the first international tribunal to try and convict those responsible
for abducting children and forcing them to fight in war; for abducting women and girls and forcing them to be
“wives” of rebel combatants; and for attacks directed against United Nations peacekeepers. We will also be
remembered as the first international court since Nuremberg to indict and to try a sitting head of state, former
Liberian President Charles Taylor, who is currently appealing his conviction and sentence.
We should be remembered for our Outreach programme. The Special Court was the first to put people on the
ground who, in community town hall meetings, through local radio call-in shows and school visits, with video
screenings of the trials in remote villages, by reaching out to victims and civil society groups, and in many other
ways brought the workings of the Special Court and an understanding of international justice to the people of Sierra
Leone and Liberia.
Soon – very soon in fact – we will be remembered as the first modern tribunal to achieve its mandate and to
transition to the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone.
But on International Criminal Justice Day, it is even more important for us to remember those for whom these
courts were established – and by this I refer to the victims. We should recall the thousands of men, women and
children who were murdered during a decade of conflict in Sierra Leone, who were deprived of their families, or
their homes or their villages. We should not forget the thousands of children who were taken forcibly from their
families and forced to fight. We must not forget the thousands of women subjected to rape, sexual slavery and
forced marriage.
It is my hope for International Criminal Justice Day that we will look back to what we have accomplished and feel
honoured to have been a part of it; that we will look forward to what remains to be done and be determined to do
even better, and that we will continue to build a consensus aimed at the ending of impunity for international crimes
and in bringing about of a more just world.
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Policymic
Thursday, 18 July 2013
Witnesses Vanish in Congo Leader's Human-Rights Trial
Three years later, and the trial of Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo at the International Criminal Court continues to drag
on. The ICC arrested Bemba, former vice president of the Democratic Republic of Congo and leader the Congolese
militia group and political party “Movement for the Liberation of Congo” (MLC), in 2008 for atrocities committed
by his militia in neighboring Central African Republic (CAR) in 2002-2003, and his trial began in 2010.
The five counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes against Bemba include systematic and widespread
murder, rape, and pillaging carried out by his MLC militia in CAR. The MLC was recruited by former Central
African Republic President Ange-Felix Patasse to help put down a coup attempt in his country. Although Bemba
was not in CAR at the time of the crimes, he bears the responsibility for them as commander of the militia.
The trial, held in The Hague, a world away from the remote and impoverished jungle villages of Central Africa
where the crimes took place, has hit snag after snag. Not least among the proceeding’s problems is the increasing
number of defense witnesses who have disappeared from court, or have failed to show at all.
In the past weeks, proceedings have
repeatedly been cancelled and
delayed due to the unavailability of
defense witnesses. Having already
cut the number of witnesses it
intends to call from 63 down to 45,
the defense may have to cut that
further. On Monday, after weeks of
delays due to “medical and
logistical difficulties” on behalf of
the witness “D04-15,” the witness
was scheduled to give testimony
remotely via video link, but the
proceedings were abruptly
cancelled. The court will resume
August 12 after its summer recess.
In September, witness “D04-07,” who had been testifying at The Hague for three days, mysteriously vanished
before completing his testimony. The following week, another witness failed to a board his plane to The Hague and
was deemed “untraceable.” Witness “D04-07” was a former CAR armed forces intelligence officer and testified
about the logistical support the MLC provided to CAR. He also testified that CAR, not Bemba, was the primary
commander controlling the criminal militia.
Given the brevity of the allegations, it is no wonder that these defense witnesses may be fearful of laying the guilt
on the former CAR administration, an administration that many of these witnesses, especially the former military
intelligence officer, would have close ties with.
The U.S., which has refused to sign on to the ICC charter, has criticized the court for not providing adequate
protections for the accused. Organizations like Human Rights Watch disagree, claiming the ICC provides fair trials.
Other critics insist that the court is a tool of Western imperialism imposed upon developing countries, and point out
its entirely African case docket.
The ICC’s Director of Court Services, Marc Dubuisson, said that while the court offers witness protection
measures, they received no specific requests for protective services from the defense in this trial. As a result, even
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thought the witnesses were protected in court, other security concerns may have arisen outside of the court and in
their home countries of residence. Due to the inconvenience and security issues associated with international travel,
the court is considering moving operations from The Hague to Arusha, Tanzania (where the International Criminal
Tribunal on Rwanda is also located), in an effort to expedite the proceedings.
Bemba’s trial illustrates some of the many challenges that the court will continue to face in prosecuting suspected
war criminals. The slow-moving nature of the court, the unavailability of witnesses, travel issues, and potential
political repercussions of testimonies and decisions, are all factors that are sure to come into play during the
upcoming high-profile trial of M23 warlord Bosco Ntganda, scheduled to begin this September.

