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SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR

Freetown — Sierra Leone

THE PROSECUTOR Against ALEX TAMBA BRIMA
BRIMA BAZZY KAMARA
SANTIGIE BORBOR KANU
(Case No. SCSL-2004-16-PT)

PROSECUTION’S RESPONSE TO “ORDER TO FILE DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF
JUDICIAL NOTICE MOTION” DATED 4 MAY 2004

1. Pursuant to the “Order to File Outstanding Documents in Support of the Judicial
Notice Motion” dated 4 May 2004, the Prosecution thereby files the following
documents as referred to in Annex B of the said Motion:

No 12: Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486);
No 16: UNOMSIL Fifth Report, 4 March 1999 (S/1999/237);,
No 21: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report, 17 May 1999;

No 27: Report of the Panel of Experts Appointed Pursuant to the UN Security Council
Resolution 1306, December 2000;

No 29: UNHCR Report on atrocities Committed Against the Sierra Leone Population,
UNHCR Conakry Branch Office, 28 January 1999;

No 70: UNAMSIL Report, 6 December 1999 (S/1999/1223);

No 81: Record of deaths 1-19 January 1999, Births and Deaths Registry, Freetown, Sierra
Leone;

No 87: Speech by the President of Sierra Leone His Excellency Alhaj Dr. Ahmed Tejan

Kabbah at the ceremony marking the conclusion and disarmament and the destruction of
Weapons, Lungi 18 January 2002.

Freetown, 5 May 2004.

For th Prosect?z
\

Luc (C()té Robert Petit
Chief of Prosecution Senior Trial Counsel
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12. Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486)
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FIFTH REPCRT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
ON THE SITUATION IN SIERRA LEONE

I. INTRODUCTION

1. By paragraph 5 of its resclution 1162 (1398) of 17 April 1998, the Security
Council authorized the deployment, with immediate effect, of up to 1.0 United
Nations military liaison and security advisory personnel in accordance with
paragraph 44 of my report of 18 March 1998 (§/1998/249) to Sierra Leone for a
period of up to 90 days, te work under the authority of my Special Envoy, to
coordinate closely with the Government of Sierra Leone and with ECOMOG, the
Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), to
report on the military situation in the country, to ascertain the state of and
to assist in the finalization of planning by the Government of Sierra Leone and
ECOMOG for future tasks, such as the identification of the former combatant
elements to be disarmed and the design of a disarmament plan, as well as to
perform other related security tasks as identified in other paragraphs of my
above-mentioned report.

2. By paragraph 10 of that resolution, the Council reguested me to report
periodically, including on the activities of those military lilaison and security
advisory personnel and on the wcrk of the office of my Special Envoy in Sierra
Leone, within the reporting time-frame set out in paragraph 16 of resolution
1132 (1998) of 8 October 1997. The present report is submitted in accordance
with that time-frame, by which the Security Council requested the submission of
a report every 60 days.

[ ]

I. DEVELOPMENTS SINCE MY LAST REPORT

Action taken by the Government of Sierra Leone

3. Following its restoration con 10 March 1998, the Government of Sierra Leone
has acted to consolidate its authcority throughout the country as Zar as
possible. ©On 16 March, President Kabbah, acting with the support of Parliament,
proclaimed a state of emergency empowering him to take measures to ensure

security and stability. These measures included the right to detain suspects
and restrict their movements, the imposition cf a curfew and the right to
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regquisition property. The Government alsc announced the expulsion cf 22 persocns
and the deprivation of 10 others of Sierra Leonean citizenship for collaborating
with the junta and for economic crimes and immigration irregularities.

4. On 20 March 1998, President Kabbah announced that his new streamlined
Cabinet would comprise persons of known competence and integrity. The members
of the Cabinet, which consists of 15 Ministers, 11 Deputy Ministers and

5 Ministers of State, have all been confirmed by Parliament, as have the
President’'s nominees for the post of Chief Justice and many positions in
parastatal bodies. The President has alsoc appointed a Pclicy Advisory Committee
to guide the Government on crucial issues of national interest and to monitor
the funcrioning of the public institutions.

5. The Government has also taken steps to establish a National Commission for
Reconstruction, Resettlement and Rehabilitation, responsible for stimulating and
coordinating related donor, Government and non-governmental activities. 1In

accordance with its terms of reference, the Naticnal Commission would, in close
collaboration with domestic and international funding agencies, draw up a
two-year national rehabilitation, resettlement and reconstruction plan
involving, inter alia, the repatriation and resettlement of internally displaced
persons and refugees.

€. On 27 March 1998, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Zimbabwe,

Mr. Stan Mudenge, led a five-person Commonwealth delegation on a visit to
Freetown in order to explore ways in which the Commonwealth coulid assist Sierra
Leone in the task of national reconstruction and peace-building. At the
conclusion of the visit, the participants announced that they would urge all
member Governments of the Commonwealth to assist Sierra Leone bilaterally in
every practicable way in its efforts to achieve national reconstruction and
reconciliation, and to contribute to the Trust Fund to support peacekeeping and
related activities in Sierra Leone.

7. On 21 April 1998, a three-man team of British police experts visited Sierra
Lecne to advise the Government on the restructuring of the police force and the
improvement of its equipment. The team also discussed the recruitment and role
of police advisers and relations between the police and armed forces, among
cther matters. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has
alsc provided the Government with communicacions egquipment for the police.

8. From 4 to 8 May 1998, the Government received a multi-donor joint mission
by the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the African
Development Bank (AfDB), the United Kingdom Departiment for International
Development and the Eurcpean Union (EU) to discuss a range of
development-related matters. The joint missicn also discussed the
demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants, as described in more detail
in section V pelow.

S. as described in section IIT below, on 6 May 1998, the Government
instituted, in Freetown, the trials of z number of persons accused cf plotting,
participating in or ccollaborating with the coup d’'état and the illegal junta.
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10. On 22 May 19598, President Kabbah, in a comprehensive policy statement
delivered at the State opening of the second session of Parliament, outlined
major national policies his Government intends to pursue. These include:
establishing guidelines for development activities, a framework for the creation
of a new army and the restructuring and retraining of the police force;
improving relations with neighbouring countries; reviving the national eccnomy;
strengthening key sectors of activity; and promoting civic education to
sensicize Sierra Leoneans to the true meaning of peace and democracy. The
President has also called for national reconciliation.

11. From 30 to 31 May 1998, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr. Charles
Margai, and the Deputy Defence Minister, Chief Hinga Norman, visited Makeni and
Kenema and called on all remnants of the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council/Revolutionary United Front (AFRC/RUF) forces to surrender within two

weeks, promising them that they would be protected and treated fairly in
accordance with the law.

12. On 4 June 1998, at a summit meeting of the leaders of the three Manc River
Unicn countries, President Conteh and President Kabbah of Sierra Leone met at
Conakry to discuss mutual cooperation in the subregion and relations between
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Liberia was represented by the Vice-President,

Mr. Enoch Dogolea.

Acticn taken by the Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African
States

13. Following the expulsion of the illegal military junta from the capital,
Freetown, in mid-February and the restoration of the democratically elected
Government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah in the capital, ECOMOG moved swiftly
to secure the area around Freetown, as well as the northern and southern
provinces of the country, especially the towns of Makeni, Kambia and Kabala in
the north and Bo and Kenema in the south. ECOMOG forces also advanced eastwards
towards the Kono and Kailahun districts, where the forces of the former junta
were concentrated.

14. Though ECOMOG has continued to make progress, it iB severely overextended
and its advance has been beset by logistical constraints, as well as by fierce
resistance from elements of the AFRC and the RUF, the partners in the former
junta. In mid-May, however, ECOMOG seized Koindu and Buedu on the eastern
border cf Sierra Leone with Guinea.

15. As ECOMOG troops approached, armed former junta elements attacked the local
civilian population, killing, raping and mutilating hundreds of them, causing
tens of thousands of Sierra Leoneans to flee into Liberia and Guinea in the last
few weeks and tens of thousands more to flee into the interior of Sierra Leone.
Hundreds of patients have been admitted to hospitals suffering from amputation
of limbs and ears and severe lacerations. Humanitarian organizations fear that
the actual number of victims may be much larger (see sect. III below).

16. ECOMOG is being supported by units of the Sierra Lecnean Civil Defence
Force (CDF), which is composed of irregular community-based fighters who fought
the junta before the restoration of the legitimate Government. The Civil
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Defence Force includes Kamajors, who are regicnally based rural militia mainly
from the south and parts of the east, as well as Tamaboros from the Koinadugu
district, Donsos from the Kono district and Kapras, who are mainly from the
Tonkolili district in the north. Though many CDF members are hunters who use
traditional weapons, others are primarily farmers or students who jocined the
armed struggle against the junta. They are armed with a wide variety of weapons
and often lack formal training and discipline. Though technically under ECOMOG
control, their command and control structures are loose and informal.

17. On 4 and 5 May 1998 at Accra, my Special Envoy attended the seventeenth
meeting of ECOWAS Chiefs of Staff convened to discuss the situation in Sierra
Leone. At the meeting, the Nigerian Chief of Defence Staff, Major-General

A. A. Abubakar, ocutlined ECOMOG's objectives in Sierra Leone as follows: the
attainment of peace, the training of a new Sierra Leonean army, and the
disarmament, demcbilization and reintegration of Sierra Leonean combatants into
society, accompanied by humanitarian assistance. The achievement of these
objectives would be followed by the withdrawal of ECOMOG.

18. ECOMOG has deployed three brigades and an independent battalion, altcgether
comprising approximately 12,000 men, in Sierra Leone and has appealed for a
further 6,000 to enable it to carry out its functions more effectively. A
number of participants expressed willingness, in principle, to contribute forces
to ECOMOG’s operations in Sierra Leone. However, the countries concerned

stressed that they were not in a position to do so without substantial financial
and logistical assistance.

Action taken by the United Nations

15. Beginning on 4 May 1998, pursuant tc resolution 1162 (1998), eight military
liaison personnel were deployed in Freetown under the authority of my Special
Envoy. The military officers, whe are led by a Brigadier-General from India,
are from Kenya (two), the Russian Federation (two), the United Kingdom (one) and
Zambia (two). Two police advigers, one from Namibia and one from Kenya, as well
as an adviser on planning for disarmament and demobilization, are expected to be
deployed shortly. Some vehicles and communications equipment have alsc been
deployed to Sierra Leone for the use of the officers.

20. 'The liaison officers have begun to travel through parts of the country to
assess the situation with a view to finalizing plans for their deployment and
for the disarmament of former combatants. The ECOMOG Force. Commander,

Brigadier-General Maxwell Khobe, has welcomed their arrival and promised his
full cooperation.

21. The office of my Special Envoy has also been strengthened by the addition
of a political affairs officer and a human rights adviser. 1In addition, I have
taken steps to strengthen the human rights element of the office of my Special
Envoy and have approached a number of Governments on an urgent basis to request
them to make available suitably qualified trial monitors.

22. From 26 to 29 May 1598, my Special Representative for Children in Armed

Conflict, Mr. Olara A. Otunnu, visited Sierra Leone to assess the plight cf
children affected by the conflict. During his visit, Mr. Otunnu met with
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President Kabbah, Ministers and Parliamentarians, as well as with the Force
Commander of ECOMOG, the National Coordinator of CDF and representatives of
United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations. He visited Daru,
Segbwema and Kenema, accompanied by the Minister for Social Welfare, Gender and
Children’s Affairs, Mrs. Shirley Gbujama, my Special Envoy, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and the representative of UNICEF.

23. In discussions with the Government, ECOMOG and CDF, important commitments
were made to my Special Representative in relation to the rights, protection and
welfare of children. It was agreed that a joint task force for the
demobilization of child combatants, comprising the Government, ECOMOG, CDF, the
United Nations and international humanitarian agencies, would be constituted.
The Government agreed not to recruit children under 18 years of age into a new
national army. The Civil Defence Force committed to stop recruiting and
initiating children under 18 and to begin the process of demobilization of child
combatants within their ranks. Along with ECOMOG, CDF also undertook that
children captured in or fleeing from areas held by junta elements would receive
special protection. President Kabbah directed that a coordination group
consisting of relevant Ministries, United Nations agencies and non-governmental
organizations, be established to coordinate an effective national response to
the needs of children affected by armed conflict. Following their discussion
with Mr. Otumnnu, an all-party group of Parliamentarians constituted a caucus to
serve as parliamentary advocates for the rights, protection and welfare of
children affected by armed conflict in Sierra Leone.

24. At the conclusion of his visit, Mr. Otunnu proposed that the intermational
community make Sierra Leone one of the pilot projects for a more concerted and

effective response in the context of post-conflict peace-building.

Militarv and security situation in Sierra Leone

25. The security situation in Freetown continues to be favourable, with a
strong but discreet ECOMOG presence and widespread deplcyment of the Sierra
Leonean police. Schools, banks and markets are functioning normally, some
international air links to the airport at Lungi have been restored and food and
fuel products are widely available. Nevertheless, ECOMOG has continued to
recover weapong in house-tc-house searches conducted on the basis of information
received about the presence in Freetown of former junta members and common
criminals.

26. Despite ECOMOG's initial success in driving the elements of the junta
rebels back towards the east of the country, several groups of rebels appear to
have broken out of the Kailahun district and have moved northwards and westwards
in an apparent attempt to re-establish some of their former bush camps in the
_north. They have been attacking towns and villages, terrorizing local
communities and extorting food from them. The situation in the north is now
considered unsatisfactory and food convoys have to be guarded by armed escort.

27. Moreover, in the course of their retreat towards the eastern part of the
country, former junta elements inflicted extensive damage and engaged in
indiscriminate looting and property destruction. In particular, hospitals in

most communities lack beds, drugs and equipment.
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28. The United States has contributed $3.9 million to ECOMOG over a four-month
period through the logistics services company Pacific Architects and Engineers,
which provided services to ECOMOG in Liberia. Some vehicles have already been

made available. It is anticipated that this assistance will result in further

gains by ECOMOG against the former junta forces. However, this contribution is
not expected to assist in the deployment of additional ECOMOG forces, for which
further contributions, whether bilaterally or through the Trust Fund to support
peacekeeping and related activities in Sierra Leone, will be needed.

29. There are reports that many of the fighters supporting the former junta in
the east are in fact Liberian nationals. The Monitoring Group of the Economic
Community of West African States believes it has identified some of the dead
combatants as Liberians after clashes with junta elements and has reportedly

captured more than 100 Liberian fighters in the vicinity of Kailahun and in Kono
district.

30. On 5 May 1998, President Taylor wrote to me deprecating the "disturbing
allegation" that the Government of Liberia was involved in the conflict in
Sierra Leone and stressing his commitment to the maintemnance of peace in the
region. President Taylor informed me that he had proposed to the Chairman of
ECOWAS that ECOMOG "cordon off" the border between the two countries, and said
he would welcome the concurrence of the United Nations with his suggestion that
United Nations monitors be deployed in the border area.

31. On 7 May 1598, the Liberian Government issued a policy statement
‘reaffirming that it would not permit its territory to be used to destabilize any
neighbouring country and stating that President Taylor had approved the

deployment of an ECOMOG observer unit at the border between Liberia and Sierra
Leone in Lofa County, Liberia.

32. The Government of Sierra Leone has welcomed the issuance of the policy
statement and has disclosed that a Liberian delegation visiting Freetown to
attend the funeral of the late spouse of the President, Mrs. Patricia Kabbah,

had met with President Kabbah and discussed the improvement of relations between
the two countries.

33. In some parts of the country, misconduct by some members of CDF, arising
from their indiscipline and lack of training, has given rise to complaints from
civilians.

IIT. HUMAN RIGHTS

34. Since early May 1998, a human rights adviser has been attached to the
office of my Special Envoy. His main tasks have included the observation of the
treason trials and, in close consultation with the Special Envoy and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, examining modalities to increase the
capacity of the office tc monitor the human rights situation in Sierra Leone and
tc assist the Government in meeting its international human rights obligations
in a sustainable manner. In carrying out its human rights functions, the office
will work closely with all relevant elements of civil society, including
natiocnal and international non-governmental organizations. Both the
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Attorney-General and the Chief Justice of Sierra Leone have offered their full

cooperation to my Special Envoy and his staff in the exercise of his human
rights functions.

35. The main focus of human rights concerns since my last report has been the
attacks on civilians by armed, uniformed groups, which are consistently reported
to be members of the rebel forces. They have systematically mutilated or
severed the limbs of non-combatants around the towns of Koidu and Kabala, in a
zone that stretches as far west as Masiaka, south of Port Loko. The scale of
the attacks can be estimated from the accounts of victims who have been admitted
to hospital. For instance, in the period from 6 April to 21 May 19298,

225 people were admitted to Connaught Hospital in Freetown with war wounds. All
but one were reported to be civilians. Of these, a quarter were amputees and
half were victims of deep lacerations. The patients report that for every one
person who reached the hospital, some five other victims of attacks are either

dead or missing. In the same period, there have been some 500 admissions of
war-wounded persons to other hospitals in Sierra Leone.

36. Of those victims who have received treatment, most are male, ranging in age
from 8 to 60 years. The youngest amputee admitted to hospital is, however, a
six-year-old girl, one of whose arms was completely severed. Victims also
report that babies have been taken from their mothers’ arms and burned alive.
There are numerous reports of rape, including one of the multiple rape of a
12-year-old girl. Doctors at one hospital state that lacerations inflicted on
one 60-year-cld woman are the result of a failed attempt to behead her.

37. The office of my Special Envoy continues to receive information about human
rights abuses perpetrated by forces loyal to the junta in the period before the
restoration of the Govermment. From all parte of the country there are reports
of extrajudicial killings, rape, arbitrary detention, including for purposes of
sexual abuse, torture of children (especially of child-combatants), forced
labour and the looting and destructicn of residential and commercial premises
and property. It will remain important to document these actions with a view to
tackling issues of impunity and as an element in the process of promoting
reconciliation and healing of society.

38. Information has also been received regarding widespread acts of
extrajudicial revenge killings perpetrated against alleged junta collaborators
following the restoration of the Government. In just one town, Kenema, there

are reports of some 50 revenge killings. Some of those killed were children,
with at least one case occurring in Freetown. There are reportedly still many
people in hiding for fear of being subjected to revenge attacks. Reportedly
some 100 of thocse hiding in the Freetown area are children. The Government has
given assurances that revenge attacks will be investigated and prosecuted.

39. Reports indicate that elements of the Kamajors are responsible for
violation of the human rights and rights under humanitarian law of both
combatants and non-combatants. This militia force continues to include large
numbers of male children. Concerns have been expressed toc the Government on
these matters and it has indicated that it is taking action to correct the
situation (see paras. 22-24 above).
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40. My Special Envoy continues to monitor the implementation of the state of
emergency declared by the President on 10 March 1998, under which, inter alia,
persons may be detained indefinitely without being charged or tried. There are
more than 1,000 such detainees held at Pademba Road Prison in Freetown. The
Government has established a screening committee to expedite the process of
releasing detainees and bringing others to trial.

41. The Government is prosecuting 59 persons in the regular courts for charges,
variously, of treason, murder and arson. Another trial of some 20 people is

scheduled to start in the coming weeks, as are a number of courts martial. The
civilian trials have, so far, proceeded in conformity with normal criminal
procedure. Matters of concern are brought to the attention of the Government.

The office of my Special Envoy will continue to observe the trials and will seek
to augment its capacity in this regard.

42. Omn 27 May 1998, a delegation of Amnesty International, which had been
studying the situation in Sierra Leone, met with my Special Envoy. The purpose
of the Amnesty mission was tc examine incidents that had occurred during the
period of junta rule, as well as the extent of atrocities currently being
committed by the remnants of the junta. Amnesty Internatiocnal is alsoc reviewing
the detention and trial in Freetown of persons accused of participating in or
collaborating with the junta.

IV. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

43. The humanitarian situation in Sierra Lecne is fluid. 1In the western area
and the southern and eastern provinces (with the exception of Kailahun
district), aid agencies have begun to reactivate programmes as they have
benefited from improved security and access. In northern and north-eastern
Sierra Leone, however, the situation has continued to deteriorate as a result of
the activity of the former junta forces described above.

44. The humanitarian consequences of the wave of atrocities are very severe.
Government hospitals in Makeni, Magburaka and Kabala and health clinics
throughout the north have been overwhelmed by the influx of civilians suffering
from amputations and maimings and are hampered by staff shortages and logistical
constraints.

45. There has already been an outbreak of measles in two camps in the north and
there is a severe risk of further outbreaks of epidemics such as cholera with
the imminent onset of the rainy season. Furthermore, the non-governmental
organization Action contre la Faim, which operates therapeutic feeding centres
in Makeni and Magburaka, has reported a large influx of malnourished children
under the age of five. Admissions have doubled during the past week.
Malnutrition levels are increasing, and there are indications that the

10 per cent global acute malnutriticn threshold, at which an emergency response
is required, is being breached. If the security situation in the north
continues to detericrate, there is a serious risk that the harvest will be
looted by armed elements, thus further undermining the food security of the
rural population.
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46. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has
reported that refugees from Sierra Leone are continuing to flow into Faranah,
Kissidougou and Guéckédou prefectures in eastern Guinea at a rate of 300 people
per day. Many new arrivals, particularly children, suffer from malnutrition.
UNHCR has documented the recent cases of at least 82 victims of rebel
atrocities, including 28 who were mutilated. The refugees come mainly from the
districts of Kailahun, Konc and Kenema. The influx is taking place despite
reported attempts by the remmants of the junta to prevent people from leaving
those areas. At the same time, about 40,000 internally displaced persons have
flooded into the towns of Masingbi, Makeni, Kabala and Magburaka. Over the past
three months, some 237,000 Sierra Leoneans have poured 1into Guinea and Liberia,
bringing the total number of Sierra Leonean refugees in the two neighbouring
countries te 530,000 pecople since the start of the conflict in 1991.

47. On 2 June 1998, UNHCR issued an urgent appeal for $7.3 million to help
refugees who have fled from the rebel forces. The amount is designed to cover
relief assistance to new arrivals in Guinea and Liberia until the end of the
year. This followed a visit to Freetown from 2 to 3 June 1998 by the Assistant
High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Soren Jessen-Petersen.

48. The humanitarian response to the crisis in the north has been severely
constrained by the difficulty of access owing to security risks. Road travel
from Freetown to Makeni and Keoidu is restricted, since agencies are reluctant to
travel by road for fear of attacks. Furthermore, many aid agency staff were
threatened by AFRC/RUF elements during the period of the ECOMOG intervention and

no relief agency has deployed internatioconal staff permanently up-country since
then.

43, Nevertheless, the United Nations Children’'s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the non-governmental organization Médecins sans
Frontiéres have sent medicines, bedding and plastic sheeting to the north. The
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Médecins sans Frontiéres
have offered to coordinate the joint distribution of medical supplies to
hospitals in Makeni, Magburaka and Kabala. UNICEF has delivered supplies to
Kenema and supported efforts by the local authorities to immunize more than

400 children against measles, and the World Food Programme (WFP) is providing
assistance to health institutions.

50. From 5 to 6 May 1998, the Humanitarian Assistance Coordination Unit also
co-sponscred a workshop for community leaders in the Bo district concerning the
code of conduct that governs the activities of relief workers. The workshop was
planned in response to incidents of the commandeering of vehicles by Kamajors
and ECOMOG in the area. Non-governmental organizations have since reported that
the Kamajors have facilitated the safe passage of relief supplies and it 1is now
intended to conduct similar workshops in other parts of the country, including
Kenema .

§1. An inter-agency mission led by the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator
on 19 May 1998 to Daru and Segbwema found the gituation in the south-east of the
country, which had been inaccessible for some months for security reasons, more
favourable than expected in some respects. However, large numbers of
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unaccompanied children were identified who are in need of family-tracing
services, feeding and health care.

52. Mr. Sergio Vieira de Melle, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, will vigit Sierra Leone from 10 te 12 June 1998 in order to observe at
first hand the ongoing humanitarian programmes and the current difficulties
faced by the humanitarian community.

V. DISARMAMENT AND DEMOBILIZATION

53. Both the Abidjan Agreement of 30 November 19%6 between the Government of
Sierra Leone and RUF and the Conakry Agreement of 23 October 1997 between ECOWAS
and AFRC contain provisions for the disarxrmament and demobilization of Sierra
Leonean fighters and their reintegration into society. In his statement at the
State opening of Parliament, President Kabbah called on all remnants of the
AFRC/RUF to surrender, offering them assurances that they would be treated
humanely in accordance with the Geneva Convention and its additional Protocols.
The President also indicated that elements of the Conakry Agreement and the
Abidjan Agreement would be taken into consideration in the implementation of the
disarmament and demobilization programme. The prompt implementation of such a

programme 1s regarded as essential to the stability of Sierra Leone and of the
subregion in general.

54. Following the removal of the junta by force by ECOMOG in February and the
subsequent ECOMOG action throughout the rest of the country, the Abidjan
Agreement and the Conakry Agreement are considered to have been effectively
superseded. However, in the parts of the country that have now been brought
under Government control, some aspects of those instruments that govern the
disarmament and demobilization of former Sierra Leonean fighters might still be
applicable. These include the following categories: members of the former
Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces (RSLMF), including members of AFRC, the
country’'s former army, which has now effectively been dissolved; members of RUF;
members of CDF; and child soldiers.

55. Both ECOMOG and the Government have developed plans for the disarmament and
demobilization of former combatants and for their reintegration into society.
Pursuant to the recommendations of the joint migsion described in paragraph 8
above, the Government has adopted a comprehensive framework for the disarmament,
demobilization, reinsertion and reintegration of ex-combatants and their
families. The plan envisages the establishment of a Sierra Leone veterans
assistance board to be chaired by President Kabbah, which would, in close
cooperaticon with ECOMOG, the United Nations and donors, supervise the
disarmament and demobilization of an estimated 32,000 former combatants in three
phases, provisionally over the next 19 months. A small executive secretariat
will be charged with the implementation of the policies of the Board in close
coordination with ECOMOG and the United Nations.

56. The demobilization process will begin with a rigorous registration process
to ensure that eligible ex-combatants receive identification documents. The
first priority is the demobilization of some 5,000 te 7,000 former members of
the Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces already disarmed by ECOMOG and
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assembled in camps around Freetown, i.e., at Wilberforce Barracks, Benguema
Training Centre and Lungi. ECOMOG has recently reported that the numbers of men
at each camp have fallen, apparently because some of the men have been
provisionally released. Units of CDF in parts of the country deemed secure by
the Government and local authorities will alsoc be demobilized in phase I and
will undergo a similar and registration exercise. Some CDF units have already
returned to their communities of origin in preparation for the disarmament
process, though many CDF fighters have alsoc recently been moved up to the Daru
area, apparently to join the offensive against the former junta forces at
Kailahun. On 25 March 1998, President Kabbah formally requested the
international community to provide food for the maintenance of the 7,000
ex-combatants for a two-month period.

57. Preliminary estimates indicate that there are some 1,000 disabled scldiers,
500 female ex-combatants and about 2,500 children. Under the plan, all adult
ex-combatants will receive the same reinsertion assistance, the level and nature
of which will be determined by the Sierra Leone Veterans Assistance Board, in
consultation with donors. The reinsertion assistance will be provided in
instalments in order to provide a transitional safety net to ex-combatant
families, to encourage them to remain in their areas of resettlement and to
monitor their reintegration progress. Furthermore, the Government intends to
provide a community-based social and economic reintegration assistance to assist
ex-combatants to return to sustainable and productive lives in their
communities. Particularly wvulnerable groups of ex-combatants, such as child
soldiers and the disabled, will receive specialized assistance.

58. The Government intends to proceed with the disarmament, demobilization,
reinsertion and reintegration process as far as possible, notwithstanding
continuing fighting in some parts of the country. The rapid demcbilization of
the encamped RSLMF will reduce the security and cost burden borne by the
Government and ECOMOG in maintaining the camps. Insofar as adequate reinsertion
and reintegration assistance and effective monitoring systems are put in place
as planned, the Govermment is confident that this process will contribute to
national reconciliation and reconstruction.

§9. Though the plan envisages specific phases, provisionally scheduled to
culminate in January 2000, these depend in part on the willingness of those who
are still resisting ECOMOG's advance and terrorizing civilians in the north to
surrender. It 1is not clear at this time whether these men, who appear to
include the most violent and ruthless supporters of the former junta, intend to
surrender or, if so, under what circumstances this might take place.

60. Another important aspect of the plan that remains to be clarified concerns
the source of the funding. The plan is not accompanied by a cost estimate, but
an earlier Government assessment of the likely costs arrived at a figure of some
$14 million. Since that estimate was arrived at in respect of a more modest
operation, the likely cost of the current exercise is likely to exceed it. No
commitment has yet been made by donors for the funding of the exercise.

However, the Government believes it has made some progress in identifying
sufficient funds to continue to feed the surrendered scldiers for the next two
menths or so. ‘
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CASE £ 07

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARNY REPORT

I. Name: il

2. Nationality: Sierta Leone. Kono tribe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: 3/4/47

S. Place of Origin: Saiame. rono District

6. Occupation: Gardener

7. Date/Place of Attack : 7/%/98 at Salama

8. Date of Arrival: 2/5/9%

9. Route followed: Saiama - Koundu - Kolobengu - Gueckadou

10. Accompanied by: alone

11. Physical Condition : one finger severzd, three cut. both hands
mutilated

12. Date and Place of Interview: 26/5/98 at Gueckedou Hospital
13. Interviewing Officer: Charlortte Rostort Ridung, Field Orficer

Narrative:

Around noon of 7 Aprii. 1998 Mr. *****~* was captured along with six other men and
three wornen by a Junta/RUF commander named Lieutenant Chairman ****** The
reason for the abduction, he explained, was that Mr. ****** had not yet left Saiama
and was therefore accused of being a thief. He gives no reason for the abduction of the
others. The Junta soldiers informed him that as long as he lived in Sierra Leone. he
would have to support Fodey Sankoh, leader of the RUF. The soldiers advised him
that people from Xono should stop joinung the Kamajors, traditional hunters opposing
the Junta forces.

He was questioned about the whereabouts ot fus oider brother, ****** the
paramourntt chief of Saiama. His brother had left for Guiriea abour three weeks before
for medical reasons. Mr. ****** recounts that hus captors, Military Police XXX,
Sergeant Y'YV and Corporal ZZZ. all from Sefadu and all known to him, then forced
bim to iay his left hand down on a piece of wood. Military Police XXX then struck
Mr. =*****'s hand with a macherte: the little finger of his left hand was almost entirely
severed , and three other Gngers on the same hand were cut at the joints. but not
severed. He beleves that tnis was done on purpose. The hand is not mobide. The right
hand was also mutilated. but no fingers were cut off.

According to Mr. ******_al] of the other prisoners were shot by Sergeant YYY. The
soldiers composed a letter to the Guinean troops that Mr. ****** was told to
handover to anv Guinean soldier he was 10 meet on his way. They gave him the letter
and told him to run. after which he made his way 1o the Guinean torcerand on to
Gueckedou.

~-
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CASE # 08

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOL.ENCE - SUMMARY IREPORT

1. Name: ullalaietie

2. Nationality: Sierra Leonean

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: S3I2T5

5. Place of Origin: Kowdu Town, Kono Distric

6. Occupation: Trader

7. Date/Place Of Attack : uncertain. some time in Apnl at Kurubora

8. Date of Arrival: acproximately 30/4/98

9. Route Followed: Koidu - Sedou - Yormandu - Wordeu - Kurubera
- Nam.essedou - Faranah

10. Accompanied by: varous refugees from Koidu Town

11. Physical Condition: beaten, burned, and dragged on the ground

12. Date and Place of Interview: 2/4/98 at Faranah Hospnal

13. [nterviewing Gfficer: (hariorte Rostorf Ridung, Field Officer

Narrartive

Mrpomm===> lived with his family i Koidu Town. He explained that there was a group
of Kamzjors based in Koidu Town Ore day - he did not know the exact date, but he
believes 1t was approximately the beginning of April - Junta soldiers came 10 Koidu
Town. Thers was an excharge of gun firs between the Kamajors and the Junta forces.
He was at the market when Lhe shooting began so he was unable to retum to his house.

He fled together with a group of people from Koidu Town. passing through several
1llages before reacning Kurubora. There they encountered a group of Junta
rrested {ive people, including Mr. ***™== Thev also had two wormnen
m they took away 0 an unknown destination. He did not leam any
names, DUt notes that the seldiers spoke Krio, and that some wers in uniform while
others were dressed in ¢
but Mr. ®***** notes that anyone who suppors the cC (JC [ntervention or
President Kabban 1s at nsk.

vilian clothing. They did not say wl* they had captursed him,

P

Mr, =TT E* was held capuve for two days, during which time they took alf his

and ”‘l"StZ‘efltEd hur in a number of ways: he was beaten repeatdly, burned
along the ground. His captors kept him tied up the whole
wwmessed three of his fellow prisoners dragged
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The men fled when they heard gun firs. thinking that E”QVOG (roops were
aporoaching. ECOMOG soldiers did arrive later und untied Mr. *==**** and
handed over to the Guinean

0

accompanied him to the Cuinean border There, ne was
army, who tcok hum ta Faranah,
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

Name: FrEEaw

2. Nationality: Cuinear:

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: 1957

5. Place of Origin: Pita. Guineza

6. Occupation: diamond miner

7. Date/Place of Attack: 21/5/98 at Tumbodu

8. Date of Arrival: May 1598

9. Route Followed: Peyima - Tumbodu - Sefadou - Kora Koima -
Conakry

10. Accompanied by: one brother

1. Physical Condition: severed one hand and one ear

i2. Date and Place of Interview: 27/3/G8 at Conakry

15. Interviewing Officer: Gregory Mose, Associate Protection Officer

Narrative:

M, F*==r= worked as a diamond muner it the town of Peyima (Kono District). On the
night of 21 April a group of rebels attacked the village and captured 12 people (11 men
and vne ooy of approximately 2ight vears). Four of these were then rsleased, but the other
ewght were taken on foot to a nearby village called Tumbodu. Mr. ****** rejates that
thers were other groups of rebels among those who attacked Peyima who took other
groups of prisoners in difierent directions. When asked why he in particular was captured.
he suggested that it was because he 1s Guinean and Guinean soldiers play a prominent role
n ECOMOG.

According 0 his description. therz was not much of a camp at Tumbodu. He describes
one hut and a large mango tree under which most of the rebels were sitting, but no
infrastructure such =S radios or vehicles. The commander of the unit if around 20 to 30
men was referred 1o as Staff Sergeant XXX, They arrrved at Tumbodu at around 10:00
a.m. and were tied up. They were ted. and at 3:00 p.m. Mr. ****** was untied and told
that he was to be killed. He was taken 10 a spot not far away, but upen arrival Staff
Sergeant XXXX told hum that he had changed his mund. but that he would nonetheless
leave a mark on tum 2s a warning to others. They put his arm up agaimnst a block of wood
and cut it off with a machete. and then cut off his ear. He was then released and walked
until he reached an ECOMOG unit at Kora Koima. where he was treated and subsequently
sent 1o Connaught Hospital in Freztown. Once he had reasonably recovered. he made his
way 10 Conakry to join his brother.
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CASE #

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMVARY REPORT

1. Name:
Nationality:
Sex:

Date of Birth:
Place of Origin:
Occupation:
Date of Attack:
Date of Arrival:
Route Followed:

N

[

~1

\0

Accompanied by:

Physical Condition:

Date and Place of Interview:
Interviewing Officer:

,_4,...
—_— O

(2]

,_..
L

Narrative:

Mr. *x=*=** fled Kombavende during an attack by Junta
away from the village he was captured on his way to
v named **T*** His assallants

were accompanied by
[ "**7** 1o cook for the men. His
to search him and take his money. They took his money and then
and struck his arm thr
ely sev

village cumed. About one mile a

Bawoy along with ane cther person,

e
Mmen amm

included six
three children who b
captors procezded

forced humn 10 hold h

mmed wi

ad been

with a macheta. The arm was inju
then told that thev cut him b ause he

Kabban. Finally, theyv told

th knives and guns und
1 captured, according to M

nis hand uo against a tree
ured but oot complet

EAE S

lerTa Leone, K

;‘v(alc

2474/98

Kombayende - Yambalor, Nyandawalor, Kwakor

Yeermna, [0orwa,

from the burder 1o reach Gueckedou
Left alone, but found daughter

B & 8 3 3

ono irite

“0 the crossing point at Gbordou,
then to Tumandou and Gueckedou. It took two days

n Guinea

:\ [T CUT at wrist bt not severed

256/5/68 a
Anne Pal dan

a poiice oflice

soldiers v

oot

joguas

7

ich le Prmostofthe

10

twvo women and

imes at the wrist

e was Kono, and Konos had suDDorted Dfesident

“Co and tell the president to T

eat \/OUI“ hand.’

Mr. *=*x== does not know what happened 0 the police officer with whom he was
captured. He Is also unable to idenufy any of the assailants by name, althouzh he notes

that they identify

After the attack h
border. He tra
sertling in T'

I am.cu, where

ne bound up his arm
elled for two davs rhrough the
he found

ed themselves as reoels.

He reports that he was

in his shirt and began to walk toward the Guinean

[yl

his daughter.

nush unt

1l unah

reaching the border and
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: o

2. Nationality: Sterra Lzone, Keno irioe

3. Sex: Mlale

4. Date of Birth: 30:6/’5J

5. Place of Origin: Ler Chiefdom, Kono

6. Occupation: agriculm'ﬁ

7. Date/Place of Attack: 25/4/98 i Fanemah

3. Date of Arrival 28458 T

9. Route Followed: Fancmah - Backendo - Foroconia - Kobikoro -
Gueckedou

10. Accompanied by: wife and 6 childre

11. Physical Condition: broken arm, 3 :;e\’ered (ingers at first diglt

12. Date and Place of Interview:  3/0/93 at Guzckedou Hospiial

13. Interviewing Officer Gregary Mose, Associute Protection Officer

Narrative:

My, #x*=x> uag captured by Junta forces on 23 Aptil neur Funemah village, Sandoh

Chietdom. That moming he had lett the village with seven other people to go in ssarch of
food and was ambushed by o i 1 Id ‘ ’ diers had rifles, and the
rest were armmed with machictes. They were dress ; ' “"\-‘ﬂian cko‘iﬂ's, although
the leader of the group l’re:’eneu‘ e as “Commande’) was in miditary uniform. He also

notes that they wore red cloth strips or bandannas tied cround the'._r heads. Tnev alreacy
had around 13 captives with theny, and took them along with their new prisoners © a farm

nearby in search of food.

“Commando” then selected three of the prisuners, sesniingiy al random, “Ad ordered that
they oe kilied. Tne were held'down on the yround and thoir threats cut with a machete.
Commando then told M #7r==* thut he would be «illed that aftermoon ar S:OO. The

soldiers spent the afternoon cating, dmnking, and dancing.

Toward 3:00 Commando indicated that 1t was tme 1o xill Np, === =*> Yo wus led over to

e

arge stoue. Commando then placed the barrel of is AKS7 on Mr. *****='s shoulder

.
%3]

and fired threc tines, presumably to frighten l im. He was then ordered o take off b

Fed
are.

clothes and lie down on the stone. Cormmando poimed hus rifle ar tum but did not ¢
Instead he started beating hum with the butt of lus rifle. finally dr2axing hus left arm.
Meanwhile ancther soldier struck s rignt hand with @ machete. severing the tips of three
fingers. Therr victim then lcs* consclousness and they left with the other captives. He
spent ihree davs it the bush, but nnally armved at Backondo and then Foroconia, whers
he received basic medical treatinent betore continuing on to Cueckedou.

<18
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR VICTIMS OF VIOL'ENCE

1. Name: el

2. Nationality: Sterra Loone, Kone iribe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: 50 years old

5. Place of Origin: oend ne. Kono District

6. Occupation: farmer

7. Date/Place of Attack: carly May at Cbenderna

8. Date of Arrival: early May

9. Route Followed: GCbendema - Fangamandou - Gueckedou
10. Accompanied by: 7 'orothers and uncles

11. Physical Coundition: un barrel placed 1 mouth and fire, bullet

passed through left lower chesk

12. Date and Place of Interview:  5/6/98 at Gueckedou Hospital

13. Interviewing Officer: Gregory Mase, Associate Protection Officer
Narrative:

M. ==*==* was n his village when eight rebels entered the village of Gbendema on foot
bearng guns and machetes. Four of them wers dressed in military uniforms, while the
others were in civilian clothing, They said that they were looking for food and began

taking food and money from f‘.c_ Vi Haoers

He flad the village with four other villagers and headed toward the Guinean border at
Fangamandou. On the way, they ran into a group of 16 junta soldiers in uni form, who
appeured to be from various —"‘mr.. groups. He Ld not know any of them and heard no
names mennoned. The ather vill o fles but Mr, ®FF5*¥* wag wptu ed and

UH

snct i the arm. He begged the soidiers not 1o ki ‘{ him, but one of them insisted that he b
1

kitled. A second soldier responded by i e it or‘ his rifie into the vicum’s

rountd and the soldiers '2ft him. He

roceaded to walk to Fangamandou, v was treated and sent on (o Cueckedou.
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CASE 213

[#2]

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

Name: e
2. Nationality: Sierra Leone, Kissi tribe
3. Sex: Male
4. Date of birth: 60 years
S. Place of origin: Kissidou, Kono District
6. Occupation: Farmer
7. Date/Place of Attack: 1/5/98 at Sogbolo
8. Date of arrival: 2/5/908
9. Route followed: Kissidou, Sugbola, Kondobengou
10. Accompanied by: alone
11. Physical Condition: wour ﬁnzers of lelt hand severed
12, Date and Place of Intervien: 26,5793 at Cusckedou Hospial
13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Paluden. Field Ofiicer
Narrative

Mr. #*=**= had fled his village of Kissidou around the around the end of Apn following
an attack by juntu forces. He began walking toward So:'bow, about a four hour walk

1 1. '

from Kissidou. Mr. *****= reeounts that he wus attacked near Sogbolo around noon on a

C

Fridav (Qudaing from hus armval date of 2 May, h's as most likely | May/ H= wids

walking on the road when ne miet s
repels and a numter of othier peopl

describes nis attackers siuply as “the rebels emploved by Johany & :«.ul Koroma b
After the rebels had captursd tum they cut four fingers of s et nand at the first joint
m-\.mg Thf‘ thump mtact. Toen they asked him o ¢o. He was tosing a lot of blood, which

o
shirt and wousers. Thew did not sav or do anything eise to him, so Mr.

S
T -\iocs not Know why he was attacked,

Afier his fingers had been cut he walked towards the border, about cne mile awav. On the
—Som Phe e SR
e of the border e was met bv people who hemed him tie his hand and gave hum

G

1

Y
o

miectzons. A.cccmpanied by an army officer Dy the nume of Mr. *®**** he then went
nad ssacou‘ _.m rom thers by a.mbuiance 1o Cueckedou Howna

O
UJ

¢ ~O N
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIM

SOF VIOLEMCE -

006409°
CASE #1

SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: R

2. Nationality: Siera Leone, Kuranko tribe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of birth: 37 years

S. Place of origin: Dollaly viliage, Komadugu Distnict

6. Occupation: Farmer

7. Date/Place of Attack: 3/53/98 at Rollah

8. Date of arrival: Maondav, mavbe 15/3/98

9. Route followed: Chereteh. Serewsun, Walla. Songova, Faranah
10. Accompanied by: s own and firs hrother’s famiiy (Z7 people)
11. Physical Condition: multiple cuts with mache

12. Date and Place of Intervievw: 2/6/98 at Faranah dospia

13. [nterviewing Officer: Anne Paludan, rieid Omu

Narrative

Mr. =% * was at home on 3 May when around nudn
machetes and one with a gun - entered his

dowr‘ Mo T beating hum on the spiie. [ae others

remained in the house.

The assariants proceeded to capturs 15 people. locked them into

WK IR IR N

town. Mr.

510 wellect t!

that there wers around |30 rehels az‘.d hc‘ n

crum in frent of hius nou
English.

* - ) N - i J
M, F=Em other vilagers ran along the road

U\“

and many o
! zach or,'ner. He was alone o hus

hear
ds, and he v.as hungry with nothing e 2a

thev could st
festenng woun
stream.

of people passing by

seriously wounded. The brother sent six men trem Ser=sko!

hammock. He staved five da;
own and s orother's family

ight three me

2Ct the v L{Lagur

card them soeak

o - two armed wi

house. The man with the gun tned o knock

hen | Oegan tO cul Mr, *xxExE

e back and the arm. They struck If

food only three times. Three ;ecple 1 the house were beaten an

rail away while tba

0 a house and set firs to

= gaca p d with the other captives.
i ed, amony them the tow

hief, recognisable from the

—
=
@}

\/Ir FEREEXE esumalies

aito the bush. Thev scattersd, bu
deout. Ha sutfered from his
L but wild Tuts and water ffom a

4=

"y
)

—

N
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CERTIFICAT MEDICAL DE CONSTATATION

Je soussigne Or . & Ul e C_CQ{LM_.,A.«,.,:@.(_&.L.b.kﬁ oo s
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLE

1. Name: o
2. Natonality: Sierva Leone
. Sex: Female

PSR O

. Date of Birth: 176,80

5. Place of Origin: S
6. Occupation: Troder

0603459¢

Z '\LZ )

CASE 51

W

NCE -SUMMARY REPORT

7. Date/Place of Attack: 22/3/98 at Serckolia

8. Date of Arrival: 26/5/98
9. Route Followed: .

10. Accompanied by: = Various
11. Physical Condition: peaten, left b

. Date and Place of Iaterview:  2:6/9% at Fu
13. Interviewing Officer: Charlotie R

Narrative:

o

._I,p [alat ether with b

~

u
someon2 lormed the group that the rebels had gone v Ka b‘ot ‘J. The rehels had

—
'

ou’zii."h_\' conie, they said, fom Kone Disiric:

Semsadou o 20 Lo Talekolo. She was accompanic
Telekelo, while the women, including Mg, #==x==
thie bush. The women and chuldren retumed o 7
r=bels had not come ver

Niost o the oeonic come alonyg with Ms.

mother had wori\' to do in the bush and !

after wintch they moved on to Cherikore There, i

Mava and peovle from Mava stariad L\mving i Gbe

s

i\.’i i1 the bust for more ihan one month. [n the

\/}: XD MR KK

adou - Benikoro - Serekolia - Kalifaya -
va - Faranan

Foo el 2N
L(.A__ ..\;d' A;' £ ASIC (\,I-l\.«er

Semsadou o inform the people thal the rebels wars
“mother and grundinother, the town chief and
e

[
jost
[N
Er
(@]
O
oy
o
ry
i
=}
z
M
>}
-t
o]
s
O
o
e
3
{Q
5

- rerurmed 1o Semsadou. Her

spent five days ﬁere with her mother,

alivered twins in Gbenikoro. Botnh children died, because they wers

prematurs. Her mother advised her o leave the village and said that she wouid jein ner



T -y Cera rabale PRI SN ~ A~ i [l
Gbentkoro bertorz the rebels came tn order 1o g2t food. and accord ing to cne2 of the
villagers, she had been capturcd by the rebels i the sush. She collected her belengings
and went to ancther h@ S& i town togsther Wit 3 group of zetple.

than one side, anrj eventually the rebels took

control of the part of town where she was staving. The group left the house and went to

h

The villags was being attecked from mor:

[

another house. People came runniny towarcs them, tying o escape. Ms. *™**** started
running and the rebels weare shocting 1o the air. She was caputured while trving to flee
forced 1o carry some heavy [oads, and :hen nanded over to a second group of repels.

yes or sever her

proposed to kil

oo ected to killing
en left Serekolia in the

direction of Gbenikero. Outside ofSerakolia the rzbels capturad three more civilians,

'

one of whom was CASE 22, whoin she knew. The rebels cut off luis hand 1n front of her.

The men who aow held ner Lﬁu‘ea:en 4 to either kill her, gouge cut her

(D
»} ﬁ)

hands. One rebel suggested o make her the “wife” of cne of them. Sor
her, because they did not want o have anvihang o do with her Others
S

h
[nstead, they suggested scvering her hand. She and the rebels then |

Ms. ®==**% was then ordered to take her clothes off She vefused, but the rebels stmpped
her naked themselves, She was forced to piace her left hand on the road. The rebels did

not succeed in severing her hand with one tlow, so they struck again, sevenng the hand
completelv. She was also beaten, but when asked 1f she was sexually abused in any way,

: N . A
she answer2d no. Shie was ordered 1o run and aQid so

Mg, ==*==* dces not know the names of her assatlunts. The leadar of the rebels that
cavtursd her was referrad to as “Mosquiie,” but siie does not know his real name. b‘xe had
heard of him before and notes that be and his troops are reputed among the villagers as
being vervy eruel. Waen asked why she thought that she had been attacked, t'ne only
response she could give was that she had voted for President Kabbah. After she had run

h
kilometrss, she saw [her friend! behind her. One of his han *S was severed
and the other broken. They reached Serekolia together. Thers. they saw another group of

rzbels. and they were separanad.

Ms,o=FE=*x stuyed in the bush tor four days alone. She was looking for th2 road to
Mongo, where ECOMOG was based. She met a group of people whom she knew and

d thern ¢ dirsct ner to the rOdd to Guinea. The group had sesn her uncl & Cross into
Gumea <0 they gave her something to drink and showed her the wav. She was very weak
what had happened to ner and had started
looking fur her. They :mally met on the roac'. and her mother carried her on her back to

[5%)
n
-
49

=
(o8

and waiked alone. Her mother had hea

Faranabh.
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CERTIFICAT MEDICAL DE CONSTATATION

B e B N 7 A
Certfie avar examine le(eg) hat[em(ﬂ) ..... .
\ 4q 7 ”
Age de. .4 ans. Cejour du..... ;_S,,;u Cid....1938
{
; ~ /F‘ } ' r /k - N TL
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7 Lt el } e LA
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS ¢

1. Name:

2. Nationality:

3. Sex:

4. Date of Birth:

. Place of Origin:

6. Occupation:

7. Date/Place of Artack
8. Date of Arrival:

9. Route Followed:

10. Accompanied by:

11. Physical Conditien

12. Date and Place of Interview:
. Interviewing Officer:

Narrative:

\Y’IS L SE T JE W

and estrmutes

I unttorm dnd notes thor they o

faye, sne fled as did many other
rebels and LJcn o Tumbod

h

Magburaka (Lhved in Kosdu Town)
setls fish
sariy May at Tumbodu

Foroconia

ad two children (2

1 - PR . { - . 1
wduowas attacked oy Junia forces. She heard shooting
z ~n] At st e STk T et
50 pzople shot. She describes the attackers as not being

i1e down. Suc rzsisted, 50 they cut her on rhe neck with o machete and forced her o lie
own. They ok her rignt hunc and iav i acress o stone and proceeded (o ampulate ner
rignt arm bl the tand elbow »th a macher2. They wold her o go explain 10
Teran Kubban what had happenced and then leit Rer where she lay,

She wrapped her wound i1 cloth and

Before (eaving she dug ¢ hole o

. , L
waiked for 10 days bp ¢ finallv cro

luninary rgaim

ent and was inen evs

at one point put sait on it to sl
0
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VICLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

Name: R
2. Nationaliry Sierma Leone, Kuranko ribe
3. Sex Male
4. Date of birth: 35 veurs
5. Place of origin Serskolia village. Koinadugu Distnct
6. Occupation: Tatlor
7. Date/Place of Attack: 22/5/98 at Ser=ka
8. Date of arrival: 25/5/98
9. Route followed: Serekolia, Karifariz, 23-30 lim to Songoya
10. Accompanied by: Wite, =***** and 7 children from 16 to 2 vears
11. Physical Condition: left hand severad at wrist, mght hand cut but not
severad
12. Date and Place of Tuterview: 27/3/G8 at Furanah Hospitel
13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Paludan, UNHOR Freld Officer

Narrative:

On the afterncon of 22 May, Mr. ***==% and his friend [Case £ 22) were returning from
Gbenekoro to Serskolia when they encountered a group of anmed men who capturs
them. -iz belizves thers were about 20 me but they accompanted by five women and
two children whom My, **rm**= Hcl'm/es v had abcucted on their way 1o Gbenekoro.
He describes the men as wearing arms, such as knives, guns, AK47 nfles, and some

singie barrel hunting rifies. They wers dressed in civilian clothing. Mr. *®*=** had not
seen anv of the men-before, and he did not hear their names. They did not call each other

names, but whistled and made signs to cach other. However, he did hear them call

their cemmander “Mesguito”. The commander was of middiz neight and skinnv, had
ciean teeth and a shaved head. He was voung, about 30 vears old and spoke Ko, He

spokz in 2 low voice so others could not hear. He was weanng a long khaki coat w

VW T
ended briow the knees, nder it he wore ordinary clothes and khaki coloured sports shoes

Mr. = F**** was tied with his right nand 10 the l2 armm of 2 younyg boy who was with the

rzbeis. The boy was from a different viliage, and My, **=**= does not know his name.

They were then taken pack to Sergkolia village. The inhabitants of the village had lett, so
the men set re to the villags and rezumcd towards (Gbenekoro

Where the path to Gbenekoro splits off {rom the muin Serskolia - Sinnikoro road the

group ha l arid the male and {emale "[‘ SONSTS were sc‘par:zeo The leaderadentuiied as

“Mosquuo ordered fus men to cut off Mr “‘“**"’s arm. Tiwrse men paricipated, cne

polnting a gurt. the others cutting. They placed his left hand across a2 branch and struck it
four imes with a machete, leaving the arm lcesely artacked by skin. His nght hand wa

cut one tiime with @ machete but he drew 11 away pefore they could simke again. His
fmencd [Case # ’“\ also had his left hand severed. M ==* === lost consciousness for

cnsclousness the two vicims were given a note and wld

o
]

somme me, but r he regane



)

cmtales ir ot SOV o N Frhen and chased o vy
tc take 1t 1o ZCOMOG. The assailants then whipped them and ciased them away, One
voung boy remained with the regels.

M. = === and [Case 2 22] pur as much disiance
as possible, but they were tiesding heavily and had
wounds. That night Mr. ®=>*** cur the remaimng s
hand 1o nis arm as he could not hold it whi
the two men separaied, and My, ***7®* went o the
were in iding.

T et
OLe runn

The following dav, Sutwurday, at about 1:00 p.m ., the wholc fumily walked to Guinea. Mr.
F - 1

*rEEEXTS wife was fTightensd and unable o the are oL _AJ wounds \Npe“t y reached
by other refugeest F ndl

the border they were adviserd by
to a seldier who took him oy ¢

as
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SIERRA LEONE S 1CTINS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMNARY REPORT

1. Name: e

2. Nationality: Sterra Leone, Kuranko ribe.
3. Sex: Male

4. Date of birth: <0 vears

5. Place of origin: Serekolia, Komnadugu Distrier
6. Occupation: Farmer

7. Date/Place of Attack 22/5/88 near Serzkola

8. Date of arrival: 25/5/98

9. Route followed: Serskolia, Kartnria, Sonzoya
10, Accompanied byv: Wite and 4 children.

11. Phvsical Condition: toth hands severed 4t wrisis
12. Date and Place of Intervien 27/5/98 at Faranah

13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Pailudan, Freld Officer

Narrative:

On Foday 22 May My, ==**** hud gone o Gbenekore, a neighbouring village, to ¢
food {or his family who were in Serskolia. When he had collected the food and was
roup of ammed men. He did not hear any na

his way back he encountered a largs yrou
nded f“e Droup T.lcrﬂ were many of them, ¢

The rebels setized him, lay hum on the yround, and one put a gun (n his mouth. He

struggled with them for abour 10 nunutes whitle they neld his hands and kicked him. Then
four of them put his hands on o brancn and cut his hands with ,two blows 1

.
2
=i ane rhnen thev "l"ﬂ 1711 ’,\V‘d gqolea 1 ey o e af‘ksd
el nandc, then th % v ed i and askad nim to g0. g aAsKe
11T R . . - L

i1 hum, but they refused, savinyg they wanted 0 punish um, not to kKill

lay there for some tme, then ran back 1o Serskohia. The town was burning, so ne made
his way to the farm whers s fumily wes in iding. His belongings were [elt where he

had been attackad.

ity helped b out of Dis dicody cloting, aad he lay down until early moming on
L s
y

Saturday betore starting ¢ waulk oward Cuinea. They travelled for two days.
,

they met on the road iried (0 attend 10 the wounds. otheraise they were not treated until
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SIERRA LEONE VITTIMS OF VIGLENCE - SUVMDMARY REPCRT

L\'ame: E3E S O 3 R

Nationality: Sierra Leore, Kuranio o
Sex: Male
Date of birth: 40 vears
Place of origin: Sinnikaoro
Occupation: Furmer
Date/Place of Attack: 22:53/98 near Serskolia
8 Date of arrival: 26/3/88

9. Route followed: Sinnikorn, Twmznia, Kanbia, Hermakone
10. Accompanied by: Mother, brother, wite,

B S R N

=1 Oy U

Phvsical Condition: botn hands seversd mid-forzarm
. Date and Place of Iutervien: 27/3,/98 ar
3. Interviewing Officer: Anne Paludan,

1

1
12
1

Narrative:

On rriday 22 May My Foemr g

1 '
I sy h S aomnesnred on the ~Aart oy
LM WG dDDeAred o0 e pat in 7o
ey o v e n P S B P, - oy -
assalianis’ names. He noticed they were wearing gups, machetss, long knives, and axsas

O —
Some weare i1 milary unlforms witle others wore civilian clothing, Several wer= naked

u
10 the waist and had tied bandannas around their heads.

MpomEEEr=ts assallants held i at gunpownt, and {oreed hum o lay his arms along a tree
oth arms with a machete, s¢verng 2acn \n one diow midway
*== asked them to kill him, saying that he could no
T

‘,ongcr work and support his famuly and that ke would rather die. His amackers refused,
0w ECOMOGC and tell them that “We are here.” quv also

o
tter to ECOMOG and put itin t'h pocket of fis trouse

rs
etter as 1t was lost on the wuyv to Guinea. Thev alsc 3xplaxne4

~
2}
-
@]
o
A%
£
o)
O
{.‘f
.f $v)

- )

that they had severed his hands because they suprorted Foda:
*
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DIL_RP\:\ LEONE VICTINMS OF vIO:

(.\
-

L
)
™
Ve

UOVIVIARY REPORT

1. Name:
2. Nationality: Sier Vo e
\

. Sex:
. Place of Birth: 3

RSN O]

5. Place of Origin: S

6. Occupation: f armer and small :_;age

7. Date/Place of Attack: 2 May at Serzkoiia

8. Date of Arrival: ‘d Muv (depat Screkoli: 22 Mav)

9. Route Followed: taken 1o \MWQ 1 cnto Faranah ny ZCOMOG
10. Accompanied by one orother

11. Physical Condition: rnultiple cuts with machete

12. Date and Place of Interview:  3/6/9% at Faranah Hospital

13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Paludan, Freld Officer

Gregory Mose, Assaciate Protection Officer
Narrative:

FErxer=and his family led wher Serskolia was aitacked on 22 :.\fl;l;w He was cuTng
food with his som, ¥ *** und therzfor nily. They wers

whereupen they Duth fled and were

rv‘

e fell behind tne rest of s
amoushied by rebels who ordered them (o stop,

separatzd. Mr. *FEF=% was captured butl does no: |

now the fate of his son.

After being el around the walst he was |
ol a house He mentions that he saw that [1 L »
but he was sonn 5cpara'* ! from therm His cttackars asked him for money and took

p
o}
[
49

300.000 teones from lum. They then demanded that he lav his hands down on a bench.
He then begged them not to cut his hands otf, saviay that he would rather be kill
mubiaicd. They

(s ook ok 3R

raised tus mackete to stk but as he swung 1t Mr

i;151stcd. SO At iast he put s hands onthe © O @ of s assatlants
pLH I away s hands at the :

~ 1

last minute so the blade did not stitke hine A second soldier approached him from behind

and struck humt on the pack and head repeatedly with the outt of hus nifle. His back was
also cut with a machete
(he rebels then left the house and set fire to 10 M #5%% 5% then crawled cut of the house

3
difficuley left the town. H—: was 2venouaily

He2 notes that while e did not lear the names ol any o! s attackers, there were four of
them who ook an active role 1o heating hinw and all wwars red bandannas tied around their

heads. He aiso nctes that the man who held the machete and was to cut his nands was
wearing an army untonm while the others werz net. He describes them as wearnnyg a mix

of clothing; for example, one wore nulitary fatigue pants but a crvilian shiet
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CERTIFICAT MEDICAL DE CONSTATATION

e )
H ) I 4 N -
Je soussigne Dr . L= WA L aia® LA Gl e G
Cerufie avair examine le{al patientfey, .
Ace ce._?i_i.@ ....... ans. Cejour du. A0 =1L 1553
= J ‘ -
,
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_ N ~1 J N /- o~ ol
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UNHCR s Protection Unit, B0 Conakry, Guinea



1%

nap

HNHN 3
Vyovag

¥

cQ

=

DICAL DI

-
[

P

gne ur

s

CERTIFICAT M

~
o

=

SS

rifie ay

Je sou
Ce

A

5\ 09)]
a//v [$3)

iflw M

- . A

e , D ) :
@3} R ol R / (_. ~{ 40.“

|~

s~ V_ ) ~ »
: ﬂ/v o] § . o
: /L\ § s AN
o s S o
R \4 ) /\/r. B W /\
o - N g
O iy 2 / /
= 3 TT B E
W o £ m T uJ
m u e 3 3 oy B
o b

-~
b
a

0

Y

lesionT.
i

reral .........0n
C

=

a

d

[
S
pIge
Us
ou

a
(@)




SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS

Name:
2. Nationality:
3. Sex:
4. Date of birth:
S. Place of origin:
6. Occupation:
7. Date/Place of Attack:
8. Date of arrival:
9. Route followed:
10. Accompanied by:
11. Physical Condition:
12. Date and Place of Interview:
13. Interviewing Officer:

Narrative:

c

around IO armed men o
erss. Stie notes thal th

rnach re
her, st
neck with

her and she does not know why she wa

then woke up, ble

On the road she was met by her nephew who helped her
dead bodies, ameng them the bloatad body of her bruhe‘ 3 SOT.

road she saw several

He had been stabbed

s on her way 10

Fvarious
Were N0 womell

& machete, They also cut her right forsarm. H

eding heawily, and start

in the nead and

/'/, -
V' CASE £121 -
OF VIOLLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT
=i A2 4T Az
Swerta Leone, Kuranko mmbe
Female
7S wears
Gbenekorn, Kotnadugzu Distiict
Subsisterice famming
Serskolia, 22 Mav
27 Mavy, 1998
Therekoro, Serekolia, Walia, Soneova, Faranal
Gberiekoro, Serzicolia, Waiia, Songova,

her nepuew
throat cut
2/6/93 at
Anne Pa

ol L

of Serekohia

e vitlage

lad se=n rebel soldisrs once beid
1 had threatencd them not to-le

arm than in the village.

carryinyg Knives, guns,

er assallants
5 attackad. She lay unconsc:

ed 1o walk towards Serekolia.
1o reach Serskoli

1ad a machete pushed through him.

.
a large

from her

i that thers were Junta soldiers in the area and had
and they
ave the village,

o she found herseli surrounded by a
axes. and
or chuildren among them. They s&
tzpped on her back to pin her to the yround and cut her throat and the back of he
s did not speak t©

ed

us for some lee

3. On the

£
LS

She cleaned her wounds as best she could and tied a cloth around them to keep
flies away. Accompanied by her neghew she walked o the border along with
group of people flesing from erekow Two nther wounded women wers 1o the
group. one of which was a2 younyg woman wiia 2 hand cut off. Once in Songoya her
nephew immediately found them transport to Faranah.
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMDMARY REPORT

1. Name: e

2. Nationality: Sterra Leone

3. Sex: Nale

4. Date of Birth: 12.9:61

2. Place of Origin: Serekelia

6. Occupation: Farmgr

7. Date/Place of Attack: 3798 at Serzbolia

. Darte of Arrival:

Route Followed: Serekotia - Kertfava - Walia - Dusubalia -

Neoaes

Kangomalia - Songova - Feranah
10. Accompanied by: Brothec-in-law (before cupture)
and friend {Case #17] (nogether when captured)
11. Physical Condition: lelt hand severed, right hand and ears murilated
(deceaszd 30/5/98 of tetanus resulting from
Injuries)
12, Date and Place of Intzrviesv: 27/3/98 at Faranah Hospial
13, Interviewing Officer: Charlotte Rostor! Kicung, Fleld Office
Narrative:

~

Mr. === rerurned o Serekolia on Friday 22 May. 1998 o collect ricz. He had
escorted his mother and one of ks wives o Walia, where he had asked them o walt
for huim. His other wife was staving i Seramaya, in Guineu.

In Serikolu. L\:’ht ks received news tha: the repels were on 1) t V1 laues away
1w After he had recelved the message, he and his frie C F 17, wen

(o the rice fleld to work. While working 1n the fiéld, twe men passe by M Aok o

asxed the men for information on the rebels, but they repiied that they had no news of

them.
According to M, =F*Fex the rebels came outl of the bush about 20 minutes later and
captured Mr. ****>=and Case 7 17 He esumated that there were about o hundred

ate
rebats, composed of both Mende, Temne and Liberians and thut they were 1o mulitary

nitorms

The soldiers tied a rop r
him 1o lead thern o Sere k \ha Ei':‘ i
Serekolia. Nr ar the village, they tied him o a Uee

rerurnied. they asked him to join them He2 savs that he accepted,

When the rebels ;
because he teared that they would kil him if he reTuscd Finally. the rebels said that

fe could not join them. because they did not trust mm.

it



iy

Thev continuad on [

Jiced Ao four groups - at th
cut the throats of four pecople

: - * a0 kT T B S - ¢
point Mr, *====* and Case # |7 were separated. T
Case # 21. They thea started 0 argue over whether

known to My, **==>> nc

or not o kill him. Ore rebel referred o by his associates ar "dhe killer™ - his real name
(s unknown 0 Mr. ==#**= . gpjeciad 10 the fact that some of the others wished o kil
M. xoessx 2 The Killer” said thas che < sheuld not kill your.g peopie.

luding Case #

(‘A

Subsequently, the r2bels cut off his [eft hand with a mache.te His right hand was

struck twice with a machete and <ut to the bone. but not severed. His ears were also
rutifated. but were not cut off. His assailants threatenec: (o KIH Him if he cried. He
does not know why e was attacked or who actually pertormed the acts except that it

was not “the killer.”
After the attack, the assailants wrole two lerters. vne for ECOMOG and one for any
doctor Mr. ****** might meet as he fled. Thev placed the two letiers in fits pocket
and told him o go 1o Serekolia. When he reached the village he found it abandoned

d the night in a hut in the push. bleeding heavily. The next

;»

and su:ll smoking. He pass
day, he left for Sungova and eventually reached Faranah where he was reunited with
y ls staying 1n Songova with

1 [

fis two wives and two of s thuee children His third chuld
his grandmother The doctors af Farunan hispial admuniviersd an injecuon tor (eianus.,

bul it was given (oo late, and Mr. ====== died on 30 Mav,
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CASE # 23
SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT
1. Name: ok v
2. Nationality: Sterra Leone, Kuranko tribe
3. Sex: Female
4. Date of Birth: 18 vears old
5. Place of Origin: Gbenekoroe, Koinaduga Disirict
6. Occupation: rader )
7. Date/Place of Attack 22/5/58 near Goenekors
8. Date of Arrival: end May 1988
9. Route Followed: Serzkolia - Kartava - Oualia - Damania - Songova
10. Accompanied by: H'usb'c‘" * o
11. Physical Condition: oUl forzarms severaly cur with machete, one arm
brOKcn
12. Date and Place of Interview: 14/7/98 at Donka Hospial. Conekry
13. Interviewing Officer Cregory Mose, Associate Protection Officer
Narrative:
On Friday 22 May u group of afouc 40 armed men enterad the village of
Gbenekoro. Most were weafmg civilian clothing and were armed with machetes and
knives, but 10 of the men were in military uniforms and carrving rifles. Ms, #=xxx

noticed th had thed irin dreadlocks, some wore leaves around their neads as

others had painted theuwr faces black. When the men

l
entered '“6 "1110\26, thers was screaming the villagers scattered inw he bush. \/L<. ok

fled 1nto the bush roward the village of Mongobendu because she had heard that there
were ECOMOCG troops thers.

L for several davs, eaung bush yvams and other tood she could

ush S
gather. She had jo ned up with some others who had fled nearby vLE‘"; s such as
Serekohia, and it was while they were walking along a path looking for food that they ran

across whart she believes 0 have been the same group of rebels who had atrack
Goenekore. They were surrounded and were unzbie (o escage. The men killed two of the
group immediately with knives and machetes, and then told the rest of the group to lie
down clong rhe path. Thev procesded to str 2\ octh arms of CASE 21 with a machete,
decply cutting but not severing the arms. Next they cut off one hand another woman,
and then artacksd Ms. =*=** They struck both arms mid-forearm in the same manger as
they had done to CASE 24, deeply curting beth and breaking one bone. After the attack

the assailants told the group thai they would have o separate or they would be killed. A
number of the vicums asked their assailants (¢ kill them rather than leave them disabled,
but they refused. T‘ne_v told their victirns o ell President Kabbah that teople were dying
Decause e was nd ing on to power. and that the rebels will kill evervene in Sierra Leone
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1. Name: oAk

2. Nationality: Sierra Leone, Kuranko tribe

3. Sex: Female

4. Date of Birth: 34 years old

3. Place of Origin: Mondgobendu, Koinadugu District

6. Occupation: Farmer i

7. Date/Place of Attack: 22/3/98 nz2ar Mongobendu

8. Date of Arrival: end May 1598

9. Route Followed: Mongbendu. Kandia, Gbangefeh, Songoya

10. Accompanied by: Husband, son and greandson

11. Physical Cordition: both forearins severely cut with machete, one bone
broken

12. Date and Place of Interview: 11/7/98 at Donka Hospial, Conakry

13. Interviewing Officer: Gregory Mose. Asscciate Protection Officer

Narrative:

1

Because thers werz few supplies in the village of Mongobernsdu, Ms. ***** and other

villagers would periodicaily go into the bush @ search for food. On the morning of
24/4/58 she was walking zlong a bush path with a group of 10 villagers, CASE 25,
Kumpa Sesay, CASE 18, CASE 15 . and CASE 22. While searching for food they wers

gccosted by 14 armed men who 2mergad cnto the path on either side of them. Ten of the
i full mititary uniform and carned military rifles, while the others wore

civilian dress and were armed with knives and machetes. Those in civilian dress also
wore red bandannas around their heads - Lvis‘ xrxx® |y lliterate, but she noticed writing

cn the bandanras and her attackers indi cate hat the words “Bad Blood” were writer
there. The assaidants spoke Kric o thelr captives tut spoks a varietv of languages
amoagst inemselves, incloding English with what Ms. ***=* (dentifies as a Liberian
sccent. She also noticed the smell of marijuana and what appeared o i joi
srewn along the path

O
B
<
@
o
I3
(b
13
[6)
5
1%

Thi: mar who appearsd w be the leacer of the group wore wraditional African clothing
kaown as a "ranko,” which consists of a coarse cloth sleeveless shirt and pants. She
described hum as tall and r.hin_ around 20 vears old, having a fair complexion, a long
with a goates. and a pointed nose. She also noticed among the group diree young men
whom she knew from her village: XXX (age 18), YYY (uz, 13 or i4), and ZZZ (age 9).
The older two of the three boys carried machetes, est was unarmed. Their
participation in the atack was limited to noiding :eome, and Ms‘ *x==x pelieves that

thev hac besn forcibly recruited.
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CASE £ 23

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS QOF VIOLENCE - SUMDMARY REPORT

1. Name: lalulubalol

2. Nationality: Sterra Lecne, Mandinge iribe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of birth: 1562

5. Place of origin: Jujuma. Kaiahun District

6. Occupation: mechanic P
7. Date/Place of Attack: Jujuma. avound December 1998 —+
§. Date of arrival: February/March 1958

9. Route followed: Jujuma - Sefacdu - Guinea

10. Accompanied by: alone

11. Physical Condition: arms tied for excznded pericd, one finger seversd,

hands deliberatelv placed in fire causing severs burns
12. Date and Place of Interview: 17/6/98 ar Conakry
13. Interviewing Officer: ‘Gregory Mose, Associate Protection Officer

Narrative:

Atsome time probably in Deczmber 1927 (he is unsure of the zxact date) Mr. #7%%~ was
going 0 Work on tb»: a2 amily farm with his father. his father’s two wives, three sisters, and

g amily were held at gunpoint, and
thelr assailanes demanded hw father to give them s mo 3} His father complied, but was
then bound and mut: 1 ted 1o fToat of the others: his beard was set on fire. his eyes were
gouged oul. one foot was szverad. and finallv he was kiled b_x a blow o the back of the
neck with a machete. A towl of five people participated in this attack. and they gave no
reason for klling Mr. ==*=*'s father.

s
approximately 15 workers. Oun the path they ran across a group of over 30 men in civilian
£

f
clothing Carr‘,«’tng military rifles, Mr. === and ‘;ns

Mr. *##**'c mother allempred © escape. bul she was shot while running. The assailants,
whom Mr. =#==* dendfles as RUF rebels, procssded 0 snoot the second wife as well as
two of his three sisters. The chird sister was abducted. Meanwhile, Mr. ***** and two
other men were ted up, whereas the other workars agreed (¢ join the rebels and wers led
away. Mr. ****= and nis fellow prisoners wers guardad by five rebels. and remained at
the same spot for bree davs.
By the third dav his hands had begun o swal. His assailants placed hot coals in a bowl
bv placed his bound hands ino the bowl, severely burning him. They then

fhis finzers and performed the same operation on the other {wo prisoners.
They offersd ao explination for this, but afterwards they unted the prisoners and left

bush. The thres separated and Mr. #==** found his way to Sefadou, where he
stayed for around three imonth
he fled along with others f:'om the own and came o Guinea.

1

Sefadou was then atacked by junta forces, however, s

hi



1y

UNHCR's Proiection Unit, B.O. Conakry, Guinea
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: lallalo

2. Nationality: Sierra Leone, Kuranke wibe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: 63 vears oid

5. Place of Origin: *rxxx oviilage, Nyeva Chiefdom, Koinadugu
District

6. Occupation: Section Chief

7. Date/Place of Attack: 30/4/98 at Yarawadugu

8. Date of Arrival: 3/5/98

9. Route Followed: whxxx - Manso - Bendu - Faranfeh - Forcconia

10. Accompanied by: Around 5C people. section elcers and family

11. Physical Condition: four fingers severad from right hand

12. Date and Place of Interview: 9/5/98 ar Foroconia

13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Paludan, Field Otflcer

Narrative:

' Mr. EERE ag Chief receivel a message frowmn the people of the

l erify that the rebels were comung, and sent women
and children into the bush while he and 30 men stayed in the village, among them Kono
s ] singie barrel rifles but had few cartridges.

On arrival in the village the rebels opened firz. The villagers were overrun. and three
were Killed. Mr. ****= then orderad everyone to PSa.apP He himself hid alone onwp o
large rock at a distanecs from which he could watch what took place )
pm the rebeis. armed with AK-47 rifies. =aerad the cva *ua[ed village. There were many
of themm, and they were accompanied by captives carrying goods for them. They spoke
Krio, and wore a mixture of military and civilian c<ommc with either beots or oid sperts
shoes. The communder wore military fatigues. Mr. ==*** notes that those he saw from
close up had rzd eyes, possibly from drugs. He saw them burn all the houses in the
village except ihe mosaue. He does not know why they sparsc the mosgue.
The nex: morning at daybreak he went back to the ruins of the village but found nooody
thers. He then left, following the trail of the men who had attacked the village, and found
two ot nis villager dead on the path. They had been shot, and the rebels had taken thetr
fiﬂe< ;-\: he walked around the area 1o find more victims, DCJGV ng that the rebels were
lb’Wiﬁ‘Z tewn. he was ambushed at Konkonia (Kissi Chiefdom) by eight armed
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]
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13 capoured and wo of the men ook him o the group’s commander in
e the other six left. M. *= %% knew the two men who ok dim: XXX

ti



S/LEONE.

WE DON'T WANT SLPP. THEY A BRI i
TIME WE WILL HAVE NO MACY FOR ANY SLPP SUPPO
NO SANKOH?
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she was wold that if she cid not put ner foor down, shie would be killed, She hesrd voices in
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the distance, but assumes that thoss people heard her scream and ran away when they rzalized
s

She placed her lett foot on the ptece of wood. Thie voungest rebel severed 1wo toes of her left
foot. Hz handed her the two toes and told her 1o 2ive them to President Kabbah and explain
e

10 him that this i.s what the rebels can do o hus peopl

The r=bels took all her bel
oroxxxx did not leave unell th

<

lowing merning. She was crving. A group of people hiding
in a farm hut close by heard ’ner‘ One of them came o aelp ner. He washed her foot and
provided her with first-aid. He put salt on the foor to stop the bieeding. His wife called her
younger Drothers and they carried Mg, *=**== {1 a hammock 10 Ghankadon. She was taken
care of by a group of hunters in this village. M. ****** was unable to walk and thus stayed
there for one month. When she had r2 was atle o walk 1o Forokonia. From
Forokonia, she was carried by taxi o0

ongings and abandoned her. The foot was bleeding heavily, so Ms.
e fol -
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CASE # 29

SIERRA LEONE

{\

TTHS OF VIOLENCE -SUNMDMARY REPORT

1. Name: sk

2. Nationality: Sierra Leconsan, Kuranko trige

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: 1928

5. Place of Origin: Seria, Koinadugu Ciistrict, Northern Provines
6. Occupation: Farmer i

7. Date/ Place of Attack: beginning of April on the way 1o Siranikorc

8. Date of Arrival : 4 Jupe 1998

9. Route Followed: Siranikoro - Mengobendu - Songoya - Faranah
10. Accompanied by: " Son #“**=***  and brother-in-law =*F%%

11. Physical Condition : Right hand severed between wrist and eibow. Head

t
tniured by the back of @ gun. causing 4a open wound

that 1s now healing

2. Date and Place of Interview ; 10/6/98 ar Faranah Hospual
13. Interviewing Cificer : Chariotie Rostort Ridung, Field Officer
Narrative:
Mr. #***=* was living in Seria whecs the rebels wers present. They were iooting property,
ing any harm w the civilian population. An ECOMOG detachment was

out otherwise notr d
based a1 Mon

COMOG sent a message 1o Seria that peuple not supporting the rebels should leave town, I8y
not, they would risk being killed. ECOMOG wished 1© warn the lucal ?‘yocuiat»m \Z S

was ziraid of an atack against the rebals by ECOMOG. Most people from Sena left lown.
in April 1998 while on his way to Sirznikoro, M 7=#=** was artacked 2y e rebels. They

were niding on borh sides of the road Hy a sirsam called Forngoo.

[
(@3

He was accompanied by his five vear old son. and & man tnknown to bim. His son and the

y
other man managed (0 escape the repels 25 the two Of them were walking behind Mr.

EE T k]

~

Ahout fifteen rebels attacked him. They were 21l unknowa 0 him. Tt was a mixture of Sierra
T_soneuns and Liberians. Thev spoke Krio and Liberun languages. He did not xnow w ich

Lono}

ation they belonged o, Some of thewmn wore umilorms. some Wwore civilian clothes. He cannot
-

explain why the rebels arracked him.
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The rebels tied him up with his elbows at the back }
causing 4n open wound on his nead. Afizrwards. they leanec blm against a |

severed his right nand with a cutlass. He fas asked them not o cil his r‘;ght nara as he used
eplied that he was luc Q

this hand for workl They r “iaring af a dead man lying on the
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CERTIFICAT MEDICAL DE CONSTATATION
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CASE # 30

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIDLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: Rilalalats

2. Naticnality: Sterra Leone, Madingo iribe

3. Sex: Female i

4. Date of Birth: 19638

5. Place of Origin: Goeriah Futombe, Koinadugu
District, NorthernProvince

6. Occupation: Farmer

7. Date/Place of Attack : Goeriah Fatombo on a Friday at the end of March, 1998

8. Date of Arrival: L0/6/98 at Faranah Hospital

9. Route Followed: - Gberizh Fatum 0 - Hermankone - Faranah

10. Accompanied By: Husband and daugntar

11. Physical Condition: Caif of ler with cutlass. Leg later amputated 1n
HDSTMES the kKnee

12. Date and Place of Taterview : 15,6/99 ut Farznah Hosplal

13. Interviewing Qfficer : Charlome Rosiort Rudung, Field Griicer

Narrative:

Ms, =====* ,rd her daughter were wufu.g on their peanui farm in Gberiah Fatombo. when

the rebels artacked them. Her husband was working on another farm. While working, four

rebels appreached Ms. *==*** She did not know any of her assailants and did not hear any

[
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names. Twe of the tebels were dresse:
They spoke Krio. Ms. *=* === does not know why she was attacked by the rebels

Cne of ttie rzbels grabred her from behind a

:
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the ground. One 01'"‘ e :'coe?s waned o havc ca:<uul rzfaccns wich Ms, *#*#*= byt she and

nd \1< *em=ix pleaded the rebels to leave her alone. She asked
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her where the bal

1

managesd 10 run away and the rebels did no pursue her.

The redels abstained from abusing her sexually. [nstead. they said o her that they were not

going 0 izt her go. They decided to cut her leg as a punishment for not ofiering sexual
favours. One rzbel bent down over ner and cul the call of her ke g twice‘ NIS e

believes that i was the inennon of the re=oels o savar her oot
X .

“When the rebels had left, Ms. **==** (ried (0 return nome, which was about iwo miles from

che field. On :he WY rome Mg, ===== fall down intc a hole. In the evening, people coming

back f ‘ ound her and thev weur 10 g2t ner husband in Gberiah Fatombo. Ms
AR X3S 0 4 hammock Tom Gberah Fatwmbo o Hermankono and from thers by

SN < SN
€icic © mdlandls.

nd the ot‘ner two n civilian ciothes.

nmancing voice teld her o sit down on

!
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SIERRA LEONE MARY REPORT

1. Name: ek e o

2. Naftionality: Sierra L2one, Koun tribe

3. Sex: Male

4. Date of Birth: I3 yeuars

3. Ptace of Origin: Yenggema own, Kono Dt Eastern Province

6. Occupation: Stugent. class 2

7. Date/Place of Attack: A Sunday, arcund 11.03.1992, Yenggema town

8. Date of Arrival: 1041988 ar Kobikero

9. Route Followed: Yzangasma Kara:du Suma, Koifuneh, Bangokando
10: Accompanied By: Mother, father. 2 brathers, 2 sisters

11. Physical Condition: All left hand fingers severed

12. Date and Place of Interview: 26/7/98 at Myaedou Refugee Camp.

13. Interviewing Officer: A Pzludar and C. R. Ridung, Field Officer
Narrative:

Frrex*owas at s house when the rebels attackied him. He neard gunshots and waned to run,
out instead he was cauzht by one rzbel.whe ok uim threr cther rebels. They were dressed in
combat clothing, carried arms and speks Krid, !

The rebels said that they were looking for Sierra Lecnean seldiers. They mutilated him by
severing all five fingers of his left nand so ~ that they (the scidiers) may ger the message”.
His left hand was placed on 2 large suck and the fingers were cut and thrown to the ground
He witnes other people being beaten and kitled by the rebels at the ume of the attack

2 C | I
his hand and pandaged it After e had recelved reatmen:, e family continued fheir journey
to Guinea.
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; SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT
1. Name: Aok
2. Nationality: Sierra Leone
3. Sex: Male
4. Date of Birth: 13/2/72
5. Place of Origin: Kabala,. SLE
6. Occupation: Driver
7. Date of Arrival: 2/5/98
8. Date/Place of Artack: January 1996 at Jaime Sizafe
9. Route Followed: Koidu - Yomandeu - Massacdou - Scumoundou -
Faranan - CKY (11/3)
10. Accompanied by: Wite ,
1. Physical Condition: Right arm severed several inches below shoulder
12. Date and Place of laterview: Conakry. 26/3/98
13, Interviewing Officer Gregory Moese, Asscciats Protecton Officer
Narrative;

Mr. *#*** had his arm severed by RUF forces around January 1996 during the
run up o preswdential elections in Sierra Leone. He had been imvolved n election
campaigning on behalf of Ahmed Teian Kawan in the village of Jaima Suafe (Kono
District) when a group of RUF rebels entersd the town and capured him and 12 other

‘people with pro-democracy sympathies. He eu:plams that all (& people
the rebels procesded D amputate arms one oy one
M, #==>> was the third victdm. He recounts belng forced to lie down on the
ground and & spread his arms wide. His attackers then made several prelumipary cuts on
fils upper arm o determine where Dest (o strike in order © bréak through the bone. This
- beinz dos = thev cut off his arm with two blows of the cutlass, They then ted a note
around 5 neck which expressed EUT s resistance ecrions and set lum fre=. [t was

the vilagers of Jaima Suate who t

to el
« him 1o the hospital ar Koidu for treatment. He does

nct xncw the fate of the other prisoners tut assumes that they too had limbs seversd.

Moo = claims thal the person responsible s an RUF commander nicknamed
“Superman.” According to Mr. ***** Superman is the third ranking officer in the RUF
after Foday Sankoh and the military commander known as “Mosguito.” He is reporied [0
leacd 2 squad of around 20 rebet +d Tnvona Hilex four whesl drive venicle, and M

xR  ceDOrIS that hie 7

N Ampurati

ne enemies of the RUFE.

b
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS

1. NAME:

2. NATIONALITY:

3. SEX: hY
4. DATE OF BIRTH: 1
5. PLACE OF ORIGIN: 5
6. OCCUPATION: I3

DATE/?
DATE OF ARRIVAL:

. ROUTE FOLLOWED:

10 ACCOMPANIED BY:

11. PHYSICAL CONDITION:

12. DATE AND PLACE OF INTERVIEY

\DOO

t

I3 INTERVIEWING OFFICER:
[2. NARRATIVE:

On Frid
search for Lood near t‘ne';r old h
met by a group af 18 rebels
knives, and guns. They w
They spoka

- v PR,
Susy, Apaia and 1emn

he hear ther names.

nerefuy
. hree cem‘e were

"2 ST
raxken cut,

for the recels oeorle
to be kiilez.

thexr

5. and £

Guin

akan

to Gu

LACE OF ATTACK: K

Tunlated them

b

DF VIOLENCE- SUMMARY REPORT

ansangey
arimier

3 [ A TOC D
vlumbave, 14111963

b(\r”" and went i

back they wen

knew they were rebels because thev carmed bows and armows
ns” ("Rori-plavers’) wearing 2 muxtuire of cloties

OF nuniers.

1

did not understand thetr language,

c2d for the might 2rnid guarded by rebels. Saturday they wer
i . N : ; L E — -
th the rebels, the others wers asked who would chimt p:lw Tee

i a —aﬂ
hen the repels

found nis way o the v
Teumandou. Sunday he

eckadou Hespial.
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SIERRA LEDNE

L NAME: s
) 2. NATIONALITY: Stera Leons
3. SEX: Mage
4. TE OF BIRTH: 17 years
5. PLACE OF ORIGIN:

CCUPATION
DATE/PLACE OF ATTACK
DATE OF ARRIVAL:

. ROUTE FOLLOWETL:

-1 h
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LENCE - SUVMMARY REPORT

lO. .aCCO\IP ANIED BY:

11 PHYSICAL CONDITION: Two hands amgourated, beaten

12. DATE AND PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 17/11/98 at Gueckedou Hosoral

13 INTERVIEWING OFFIJER: Ann Paludan. Protzceon Offcer, Gueckedeou

NARRATIVE:

On Thursdov, November 125 crossed the river and went inte Sierra leone togerther with about |
other refizgz2s and spent the nu On Fridayv, 12.12.1598 thev collected food and started going back. ot
the loads were neavy so they almova for 20-30 minutes. Without warming they were attackesd b
about 22 reteis. Six of the refy 4. mine were caught. He was the oalv Temne, the others were iss

The nezxt dav they were taken ouwside and three of them were selzcrad to carry loads, after which the r2

asked them what wibe fnev were, and hearing he wus Temne they said, Tais s the xind of people we wan

releming o th Sbeing tfull olmeks” M, *TF* <X recoomizad one of them by sigh

00 DY name, when thev borh were o Port Loko befors the war. Now he beggs

7im 10 shew bearen all over fus todv anc s twe nands wers amputated,

mead soinm w10 orest 2very T omuinues ne reached Kawiz {(7) on Mondar
- 16,11, 1998,
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. INAME:
CNATIONALITY:

. SEX:

.DATE OF BIRTH:
PLACE OF ORIGIN:

) s

B L)

(94}

6. CCCUPATION: Student
7.DATE/PLACE OF ATTACK: 12/9%, Bunbuna
8. DATE OF ARRIVAL: i1 Jarcars 19929
9. ROUTE FOLLOWED: Bunouna, Bikkoeln, Mahassa, Kamakwed,
Tobaterty, Kindia and Conakry
0. ACCOMPANIED BY: Abu T
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NARRATIVE:

*EEEXT 5 anm Lnaccompanied minor wno w n'lage near Massabendu in

: AT B PP T { s | R o er ar
Sterrz Lzorme | 1 01 the Srstrecs! attack, ke tound himsell separated from tus mother and
1ster and vas ! ez 0 Bunbuaa. L_,c. arrrval, *** == and u group of ather villagers were

Lon covilian and militory clotnine armed wirn AK 47 nifles wno

The vicums were pur ot on the foor and asked what tvpe of
thev were asked 10 Cnocse '::*:‘.vs-:n snhert and long sieeve implving

[}

ampuiaiios t‘
that they 'wou ; 224 on ther srme2s or ankles.

L5 other aivilians
who were tied @p

s ampuiated ol one o
N Fsimiiar wound
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To care, x=*== ceived any prothesis for mis amoutanon and suiiers chronic pains due o the
& -y - A - 3 . - -l . I - Ty A 1 = ] -~ i
use ot ingecuar It 18 alse imipOriant ¢ notz that eue ¢ Qs Young 1g€ ne€ was atie o recal
) o , P . i ~ - Aok i 3
the ¢xac: C‘“JD' cents that led nim o lee. H1 s also actrecerving the adeguate psycholey:cal
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70. UNAMSIL Report, 6 December 1999 (§/1999/1223)



i

Security Council

) Distr.
- - _ . GENERAL

S/1999/1223
6 December 1999

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FIRST REPORT ON THE UNITED NATIONS MISSION IN
SIERRA LEONE (UNAMSIL)

I. INTRODUCTION

1. By paragraph 8 of its resolution 1270 (1999) of 22 October 1999, the
Security Council established the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNAMSIL), with a broad mandate to cooperate with the Government of Sierra Leone
and other parties to the Lomé Peace Agreement of 7 July 1999 in the
implementation of the Agreement, to assist in the disarmament, demobilization
and reintegration of ex-combatants, and perform other tasks as set out in my
report to the Security Council, dated 23 September 1999 (S/1999/1003).

2. By paragraph 26 of the same resolution, the Security Council requested me
to report every 45 days to provide updates on the status of the peace process,
on gecurity conditions on the ground, and on the continued level of deployment
of personnel of the Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOMOG). The present report is submitted in accordance with that
request and covers developments until 2 December 1999.

II. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

3. While substantial progress has been achieved in the implementation of the
Lomé Agreement, the overall situation in the country remains precarious. After
the return to Freetown on 3 October 1999 of Foday Sankoh, leader of the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF), and Johnny Paul Koroma, leader
of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), both men undertook a series of
vigits to meet with combatants and sensitize them to the Lom& Agreement and the
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programme. They visited
Lungi on 8 October and Port L.oko on 13 October together. Subsequent visits to
other sites were undertaken separately due to the increasing tension between RUF
and AFRC. Mr. Sankoh visited RUF positions at Buedu, Daru, Segbwema, Makeni and
Magburaka, while Mr. Koroma met with ex-Sierra Leone Army (SLA) combatants in
the Occra Hills area.

4, On 20 October, President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah announced the composition of
the Government of National Unity, comprising 20 ministers (including four
members of RUF/AFRC); five ministers of State; and 13 deputy ministers
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(including four members of RUF/AFRC). After Parliament confirmed the new
appointees, the members of the Government were sworn in on 2 November. Since
then, the new Cabinet has met regularly in discharging its functions under the

Constitution. However, few policy announcements have been made by the new
Government.

5. Almgo on 20 October, Pregident Kabbah appointed Mr. Sankoh as the Chairman
of the Commission for the Management of Strategic Resources, National
Reconstruction and Development (CMRRD), and also appointed Mr. Koroma as the
Chairman of the Commission for the Consolidation of Peace (CCP). While the two
Commissions have yet to be established, Mr. Koroma has already presented his
views concerning the organization of work of CCP, which is the central
monitoring body charged with overseeing and facilitating the implementation of
the lL.omé Agreement. The Parliament decided to establish an Executive
Secretariat to assist the work of CMRRD.

6. On 22 November, RUF was registered provisionally with the Interim National
Electoral Commission as the Revolutionary United Front Party (RUFP) in Freetown.
As goon as RUFP wmeets all the criteria of a political party, such as having a
constitution and party premises, the registration will become official.

Mr. siankoh, at the time of the registration, announced that all of his main
field commanders will now be in charge of the party’s chapters in their
respective areas of operation. RUF should now give full priority to its
transformation into a purely political party, which efforts would be deserving
of support and encouragement.

IIZI. MILITARY AND SECURITY SITUATION

7. After a period of relative calm, the military and security situation
deteriorated in the months of October and November as a result of an increase in
ceagsefire violations and human rights abuses by rebel elements. In early
Octoker, RUF moved several hundred RUF fighters from Kailahun to Makeni, the
provincial capital of the Northern Province and the central transit point in the
noxrth of the country. Makeni, which had been previously under joint RUF/AFRC
control, was subsequently attacked and taken over by RUF troops on 15 October.
AFRC elements, at the urging of Mr. Koroma, reportedly withdrew northwards.
Later, fighting between RUF and AFRC also took place around Lunsar and Rogberi.
RUF pursued the retreating AFRC groups from Makeni northwards and now controls a
significant portion of the Makeni-Kabala axis south of the town of Kabala, one
of the only two locations in the Northern Province under the Government’'s
control.

8. These serious violations of the ceasefire have been condemned by the Joint
Monitoring Commission (JMC) and were strongly protested through publilc
statements by my Special Representative. Regional leaders, including President
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, also appealed to the parties to stop their
military confrontation. To date, RUF remains in control of Makeni and txroop
movements continue. Efforts to re-establish an Economic Community of West
African States Ceasefire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) presence in this town failed
when a company of ECOMOG troops was withdrawn in response to hostile public
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statements by Foday Sankah and Sam Bockarie. However, the same company was
deployed at Lunsar on 30 November. ’

9. On 28 and 29 November, an exchange of fire took place between ECOMOG troops
and a group of ex-SLA elements, which had raided the village of Pepel,

20 kilometres East of Lungi. A Ghanian ECOMOG soldier was injured and a rebel
was killed in the incident.

10. The Joint Monitoring Commission, which has met regularly since July 1999
under the chairmanship of UNAMSIL, has only recently become fully operatiohal
since RUF assigned a permanent member to the Commission. RUF also did not
cooperate initially with ceasefire monitoring committees (CMCs) established with
the assistance of the United Nations in the areas of Kenema, Bo, Port IL.oko and
Hastings, and threatened UNAMSIL and ECOMOG personnel when requested to provide
access to some RUF-controlled areas for CMC activities and other tasks.
However, AFRC and RUF representatives to the CMCs have now been appointed and
will be briefed on their tasks in early December. Two incidents of short-term
detention of UNAMSIL patrols by RUF occurred at Segbwema and Buedu as a result
of RUF insistence that no movement may take place without its explicit
permission.

11. ECOMOG troops have continued to fulfil their vital tasks of providing
security at Freetown and Lungi as well as to many new areas in the southern
parts of the country. Some clashes occurred between ECOMOG troops and small
groups of armed rebels during the reporting period. - ECOMOG also continued to
maintain contacts with RUF/AFRC field commanders, and provided some logistical
assistance to the Government related to peace efforts, including visits of

Mr. Sankoh and Mr. Koroma to the countryside. ECOMOG has alsc provided support
to facilitate humanitarian assistance and to assist released abductees and
displaced persons. UNAMSIL military observers continued to work closely with
ECOMOG in monitoring the military and security situation in Sierra Leone and in
the implementation of the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
programme .

IV. DISARMAMENT AND DEMOBILIZATION

12. The disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programme was
officially launched on 20 October by President Kabbah, marked by the disarmament
in Freetown of a symbolic number of combatants from the former rebel forces and
the Civil Defence Forces (CDF). The first phase of the programme started on

4 November, when four new demobilization centres were opened at Port Loko (with
separate centres for RUF/AFRC and CDF), Daru (RUF/AFRC) and Kenema -(CDF), in
addition to the long-standing camp at-Lungi. In each area, several reception
sites are operational and are set up fo disarm combatants before their transfer
to the demobilization centres. UNAMSIL has deployed between 12 and 25 military
observers at each location and works clogely with the Government, ECOMOG and the
United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID).

T . . .
13. The initial respomse to the start of the DDR programme has been very poor.

However, after an additional appeal by Mr. Sankoh on 25 and 26 November to RUF
fighters at .Port Loko and Lunsar, the number of their ex-combatants reporting to
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the DDR camp at Port Loko rose significantly, which caused some strain on the
management of the camp. As at 30 November, out of an estimated total of

45,000 fighters, 658 AFRC/ex-SLA, 1,469 RUF and 518 CDF ex-combatants have been
registered in demobilization centres, in addition to the 1,572 ex-combatants
registered at Lungi. Of the registered ex~combatants, 454 AFRC/ex-SLA/RUF and
92 CDF combatants were children. As of 2 December, the total number of
ex-combatants registered at the DDR sites stood at 4,217, and the ratio of
surrendered weapons to ex-combatants was about 1:4. Mr. Sankoh indicated that
RUF might suspend its partlcipatlon in disarmament in view of the poor response
of the other groups. - : o

14. So far, no RUF combatants have reported for disarmament in the areas of
their eastern strongholds around Daru. These troops are under direct command of
Sam Bockarie, a key RUF commander, who has publicly stated that the troops under
his command will not disarm unless Nigerian ECOMOG troops withdraw from the
count.ry. He has also stated that he will resist any attempts at forced
disarmament by United Nations troops.

15. In spite of the progress described above, the DDR process continues to
suffer because of several security and organizational problems. Continuing
movement of RUF troops and the fighting at Makeni have deepened mistrust among
the rebels, which has prevented the establishment of a climate of confidence
which would encourage ex-combatants to enter the DDR programme. In spite of

Mr. Sankoh’s public appeals, doubts remain with regard to the RUF commitment to
the DDR programme. There is also a lack of understanding among combatants about
the provisions of the DDR programme, especially concerning financial support and
provisions for reintegration, which requires urgent strengthening of relevant
public information programmes. UNAMSIL, for its part, has stepped up its own
public information efforts in support of the peace process.

16. Recently, there have been geveral worrying incidents of unrest among the
ex-ccmbatants of the Lungi and Port Loko demobilization centres, partly as a
result of a lack of information about the reintegration programme, but also
because the ex-combatants have already spent several weeks or months of
encarpment without any necessary financial assistance for modest expenses or to
provide for families and dependents who tend to accompany combatants to the
demobilization centres. These issues need to be addressed urgently not only to
prevent unrest among ex-combatants but also to make the disarmament programme
more attractive for those who have not yet surrendered their arms. In addition,
it is important to accelerate the demobilization process in order to avoid a
prolonged presence of former fighters in the camps. Serious delays could occur
unless a comprehensive plan for reintegration is developed and the necessary
arrangements are put in place.

17. The National Committee for Disarmament, Democbilization and Reintegration
(NCDDR), the main policy body in which all key stakeholders are represented
(Government., RUF, AFRC, United Nations, ECOMOG and donor representatives), has
met weekly to review ways of accelerating the DDR process and provide guidance
to the programme. As a result, sensitization efforts have been stepped up, and
the RUF/AFRC leadership has received strong encouragement to ensure that their
forces participate in the DDR programme. NCDDR also set 15 December as the date
at which the phase of digsarmament of all ex-combatants should be completed.
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18. Since the camps at Port Loko have now reached full capacity, efforts are
under way to establish demobilization centres at Kambia, Makeni and Magburaka
once cooperation from RUF is forthcoming. As the number of ex-combatants
joining the DDR programme is rising, it has become apparent that strong
coordination and leadership is needed to keep the process on course and maintain
a level of stability throughout the country. I therefore appeal to the .
Government of Sierra Leone, to rebel groups and to all agencies involved to step
up their efforts to expedite the implementation of the programme.

19. According to World Bank estimates, the financial support to the DDR
programme as of 2 December stands at US$ 5.6 million in committed resources from
the United Kingdom to the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) administered by the
World Bank on behalf of the Government and an additional US$ 4.3 million in
confirmed pledges to MDTF from the Governments of Norway (US$ 1 million),
Germany (US$ 1 million), Canada (US$ 1.7 million) and Italy (USS$S 0.6 million).
Approximately US$ 15 million has been made available in parallel or co-financing
support, including US$ 7 million from the World Bank through a community
reintegration and rehabilitation project, US$ 3.5 million from DFID for camp
management, a proposal for US$ 2.7 million from WFP for the feeding of encamped
ex-combatants and a US$ 2 million appeal for activities aimed at child
ex-combatants in the year 2000. The Government of Japan has made US$ 1 million
available for DDR activities through the United Nations trust fund. WwWhile the
contributions made are encouraging signs of the international community’s
commitment to help the Sierra Leonean people, I should like to reiterate my
strong appeal to donors to contribute to the World Bank MDTF in order to meet
the total of US$ 50 million needed for the DDR process.

V. HUMAN RIGHTS
20. The human rights situation in Sierra Leone has also deteriorated markedly
in recent weeks. Since early October 1999, there has been an escalation of
attacks on civilians by former rebel elements in the areas west of the Occra
Hills, along the Lungi-Port Loko road, as well as around Kabala and in parts of
Koinadugu. The attacks frequently involve rape, abduction and harassment, in
addition to looting and destruction of property. The frequency of attacks on
civilians continues to impede freedom of movement- in many locations and to
prompt the displacement of people. .
21. -In particular, fighting between RUF and ex-SLA elements at Makeni, Lunsar -
and in other northern areas has resulted in serious abuses of the rights of the
affected civilian communities. During the clashes at Makeni and Lunsar a number
of civilians were killed, women were raped and there was widespread looting,
including of the property of humanitarian organizations. In October, a group of
some 40 humanitarian workers were prevented by RUF elements from leaving Makeni
" for four days. Reports received in recent weeks from Makeni and Lunsar, as well
as from other locations under RUF control, such as Magburaka and Fadugu, suggest
that the remaining civilian populations are subject to a harsh system of civil .
control, with severe punishments, including execution or threat of execution for
those accused of offences, and the imposition of arduous food levies. Both
national and intermational staff of humanitarian organizations have been
subjected to threats and intimidation. One organization was obliged to cease
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operating in Makeni following threats against its persomnel delivered by
Mr. Sankoh and senior RUF personnel on 15 November.

22, Commitments entered into under the Lomé& Agreement and subsequent
reaffirmation notwithstanding, both RUF and AFRC have shown great reluctance to
release adult and child abductees. Only some 1,000 adults and children have
beer. released so far. Considerable numbers are still in captivity. For
instance, more than 2,000 children are registered as missing from the Western
Area since the rebel incursion of January 1999. Child fighters, including
abductees, were still being sent into combat as recently as October, when a
numker of 15-year-old boys were injured in combat with other AFRC elements.

23. Commendable efforts are being made to establish an effective and democratic
police force in Sierra Leone. The newly appointed Inspector General of the
national police has initiated a number of important human rights-related
investigations and is promoting the development of enhanced human rights
gensgitivity within the force. The United Nations is redeploying a small team of
civil police advisers, who will coordinate with other internmational efforts to
advise the Government of Sierra Leone and local police officials on police
practice, training, re-equipment and recruitment.

24. TUNAMSIL is also working closely with consultants provided by the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to facilitate the
establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Human Rights
Commission, both of which are to be set up pursuant to the provisions of the
Lomé Agreement. At the request of the Government, the Office of the High
Commissioner is developing draft statutes for these Commissions which will be
presented to the Government of Sierra Leone. The Office has also commissioned a
consultant to study the nexus between the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and a possible international commission of inquiry into human rights violations.

VI. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

25. Deteriorating security conditions throughout the country have reversed
gaina in access and prevented further expansion of humanitarian activity despite
commitments by all parties of the Lomé Agreement to allow unhindered access
countrywide. In particular, during the October RUF/AFRC clashes at Makeni,
humanitarian agencies were targeted for looting and harassment. Much of the
stolen property has not yet been returned. A further result of the fighting has
been the displacement of more than 1,500 civilians to Kabala and the suspension
of assistance to vulnerable groups. Disturbingly high rates of malnutrition
previously assessed in other areas of the northern and eastern provinces remain
unaddresgsged.

26. Humanitarian organizations attempting to re-establish programme activities
in the area of Makeni following the October clashes have been forced to withdraw
due to threats and harassment by RUF commanders. In addition, on 17 November a
vehicle belonging to an international NGO was ambushed along the Port Loko-Lungi
highway. Its occupants were abducted and badly treated. Regular attacks on
villages in this area have led to an increase of internally displaced persons
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along the Port Loko-Lungi axis. However, insecurity along the highway continues
to impede the delivery of humanitarian supplies.

27. Attempts to gain access into these areas continue, including efforts to
upgrade roads to allow for large-scale food distributions and other programmes
in the Basternm Province. It is obvious that without sustained and convincing
action by AFRC and RUF leaders to stem these incidents, the delivery of
humanitarian assistance beyond the western area and southern provinces will
remain extremely difficult. The deterioration of the security situation has
also stalled plans to commence monitoring and assistance to internally displaced
persons and returnees.

28. From 7 to 11 November, a multi-donor mission led by Caroline Mcaskie,
Officer-in-Charge of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, vigited Sierra Leone and Guinea to determine how best the
international donor community could support the peace process. 1In addition to
exploring support for the DDR programme, the mission’s findings highlighted the
need for a swift and vigorous humanitarian response if access increases
dramatically, as well as immediate reintegration programmes for ex-combatants in
tandem with support to Sierra Leonean communities. The Consolidated
Inter-Agency Appeal for the year 2000, launched on 23 November at Geneva,
requests $71 million in support of humanitarian activities.

VII. DEPLOYMENT OF UNAMSIL

29. In line with Security Council resolution 1260 (1999) of 20 August 1999, the
civilian component of UNAMSIL is being strengthened with the deployment of
additional political affairs and human rights officers, as well as the
establishment of public information and civil affairs sections. The chief civil
affairs officer has arrived in Freetown and has begun developing the programme
of work, which should have its offices throughout the country. A senior Child
Protection Adviser will be deployed shortly to ensure adequate and sustained
attention to child rights and protection.

30. More than 200 military observers and a 1l5-member medical team are currently
deployed at mission headquarters at Freetown, Hastings, Lungi, Port Loko, Bo,
Kenema and Daru. Immediately after the adoption of Security Council resolution
1270 (1999), a United Nations technical team was dispatched to Sierra Leone in
late October to assist the Observer Mission in preparing for the deployment of
the mandated 6,000 United Nations troops. Despite the very tight timetable,
preparation for the deployment of military contingents has progressed
effectively, partly as a result of the excellent cooperation provided by the
Government of Sierra lLeone. By mid-November, reconnaissance parties from India
and Kenya for the deployment of their troops had completed their tasks, and had
drawn up plans for the deployment of the Indian and Kenyan battalions in
Koidu/Kailahun and Makeni/Magburaka by December. The final decisions on
deployment of various contingents will take into account security conditions on
the ground. Meanwhile, the first contingent of 130 Kenyan troops arrived at
Freetown on 29 November. Active preparations continue for the deployment of
troops and military observers made available to UNAMSIL by the Governments of
Nigeria, Ghana and Guinea. The Secretariat believes that it will be crucial to
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expedite the deployment of these military persomnnel. A status of forces

agreement is being finalized at Headquarters and will shortly be submitted to
the Government of Sierra Leone.

31. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the United Nations
country team have continued to work on developing the modalities for the
implementation of the strategic framework for Sierra Leone. An initial draft

plan for the strategic framework approach is expected to be completed by the end
of December.

32. On 19 November, I appointed Oluyemi Adeniji (Nigeria) as my Special
Representative in Sierra Leone. Mr. Adeniji has most recently served as my
Special Representative for the Central African Republic. I have also appointed
Major-General Vijay Kumar Jetley (India) as Force Commander of UNAMSIL. Both
men are expected to assume their duties at Freetown in the first half of
December. I would like to pay special tribute to my outgoing Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, who has discharged his duties under often very
difficult conditions, and I am most grateful for hisg leadership during the peace
process which included the signing of the Lomé Agreement.

VIII. OBSERVATIONS

33. ©Undeniably, some progress has been made in the implementation of the Lomé
Agreement with the return of the RUF and AFRC leadership to Sierra Leone, the
establishment of the Government of National Unity, the provisional registration
of RUF as a political party, and a recent increase of the number of
ex-combatants registering for the DDR programme.

34. However, serious human rights abuses, ceasefire violations, including
fighting between RUF and AFRC, extensive movement of troops and weapons by the
former and the targeting of humanitarian perscnnel give cause for very serious
concern. The continued violence against the people of Sierra L.eone and
international personnel is unacceptable and perpetrators should expect to be
held accountable for their actions. The RUF and AFRC leadership as well as all
their local commanders should prove by their actions that they are indeed
committed to the peace process, in particular to the complete cessation of
hostilities and international human rights standards and humanitarian law,
including the release of all abductees as specified in the Lomé& Agreement.

35. Despite some improvements, the humanitarian crisis in Sierra Leone
continues unabated. In addition, some national and internmational humanitarian
personnel have suffered harassment, assault and even detention at the hands of
the former rebel forces. The Lomé Peace Agreement clearly commits all former
parties to the confliect to providing safe and unhindered access for humanitarian
interventions. Yet the delivery of assistance continues to be obstructed by
arbitrary clearance procedures and threats. This should stop.

36. While the United Nations expedites the deployment of its troops in Sierra
l.eone, ECOMOG is expected to continue to play a critical role in providing

national security functions as well as assisting the DDR process, as envisaged
in the Lomé Agreement. To this end, it will be required to maintain a credible
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force of several thousand troops. I would like to commend ECOMOG, once again,
for its continued efforts in support of the Government and people of Sierra
Leone. I therefore would like to renew my strong appeal to donors to provide
ECOMOG with much-needed support in order to allow it the means to effectively
perform its indispensable tasks.

37. I also should like to express my appreciation for the important involvement
of regional leaders in the Sierra Leonean peace process, and I should like to
encourage them to continue to support the efforts of the Government of Sierra
Leone, the international community and other stakeholders to bring peace to this
battered country.

38. There is also an urgent need to strengthen and accelerate the process of
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants and to enhance
the coordination of these crucial activities. I welcome the progress made by
the Government of Sierra Leone and the invaluable contributions of the donor
community, especially the Government of the United Kingdom and the World Bank,
in establishing the necessary demobilization facilities. I encourage all
concerned to continue their efforts to build confidence among the parties,
increase awareness of the procedures and benefits of the DDR programme and
improve the links between the various steps in the programme. I have already
asked UNAMSIL to step up its efforts in support of these crucial aspects of the
peace process.

39. The commitments of the parties to the Lomé Agreement will be put to the
test in the coming crucial period. Now that the main mechanisms for ceasefire
monitoring and disarmament are in place, the responsibility rests with the
leaders of the rebel movements to advance the peace process in Sierra Leone.
The rebel movements now take part in the Government and should work in it
towards a durable peace. I believe that any efforts in this regard will meet
with the support of the international community. The United Nations, in close
cooperation with ECOMOG, stands ready to do its part. ' '

40. I should like, once again, to express my appreciation to my Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, to the Chief Military Observer, Brigadier-General
Subhash C. Joshi, and to all the military and civilian personnel of UNAMSIL for
their unwavering commitment and efforts under difficult circumstances.
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87. Speech by the President of Sierra Leone His Excellency. Alhaj Dr. Ahmd Tejan kabbah
at the ceremony marking the conclusion and disarmament and the destruction of weapons
Lungi, 18 January 2002.
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Speech by the President of Sierra Leone
His Excellency, Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
at the ceremony marking the conclusion of
disarmament and the destruction of weapons
Lungi, 18 January 2002

Never before since March 1996 when I took the solemn oath of office to lead this nation have I
been so moved by a public ceremony as the one we are witnessing here today. It is indeed an
honour and a great privilege for me to stand here and serve as host for this awe-inspiring
declaration of peace in Sierra Leone.

Not too long ago, the flames of war were mercilessly consuming thousands of innocent lives and
countless property in several parts of our country. Today, we are happy that those flames of war
have been extinguished, and that now we are about to watch the flames of peace, destroy some of
the implements of war. What a relief! The ceremony marks the symbolic conclusion of the
disarmament process, and an historic expression of our deep sense of national triumph.

The presence of some of my colleagues, President John Kufour and so many Foreign and Defence
Ministers underscores the significance of the occasion. I should, therefore, on behalf of the people
of Sierra Leone, and on my own personal behalf, start by extending a warm welcome to you all.
We also welcome the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, Dr. Mohamed Chambers, and high level
representatives of other leaders and heads of organizations who would have also liked to join us
here today, but were unable to do us because of pressing commitments. I have no doubt that they
also associate themselves with the spirit of this ceremony.

The conflict that has just formally ended was essentially an internal conflict. However, no one
should underestimate its regional and international dimensions and implications. So let me touch
briefly on the roles of ECOWAS, the United Nations and the rest of the international community.

Today, as we celebrate the dawn of lasting peace and security in Sierra Leone, we are also
symbolically erecting a new milestone on the road to peace and stability in the West African sub-
region. The events in the past ten to twelve years have shown that the proverbial ‘we are our
neighbour’s keeper’ has become more relevant to the situation in our sub-region.

To our sister states of ECOWAS, it is an understatement to say that you have given true meaning
to the concept of collective regional security. The mandate that ECOWAS received from the UN
Security Council in resolution 1132 (1997), under Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nations, to enforce and monitor implementation of the arms and oil embargo against the rebel-
military junta, was a landmark decision. It was an acknowledgement of the capacity of ECOWAS
as an instrument of conflict resolution in the international system. It turned out to be one of the
stepping stones towards the peace process in Sierra Leone.

I should like to pay special tribute to those States, members of ECOWAS, that have advanced the
cause of peace in Sierra Leone, as troop contributors to ECOMOG:; in particular, Nigeria, Guinea,
Ghana and Mali; or as facilitators and hosts of peace talks, especially Cote d’Ivoire and Togo. To
other states of the Community that demonstrated their solidarity with the people of Sierra Leone
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throughout the conflict, we salute you.

We remember those ECOMOG soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice of giving up their own
lives so that our children can live in peace. We renew our assurances to their families and
respective governments that their memories will for ever remain in our hearts. I would like to
reassure you that every Sierra Leonean knows that without ECOWAS and its monitoring group,
ECOMOG, the prospects for disarmament and peace would have been extremely bleak.

Let me however, point out, that notwithstanding the resounding success of ECOWAS in Sierra
Leone, the organization is facing a serious challenge to its principal mission, namely "to promote
regional integration in all fields of economic activity." There are still elements of threats to peace
in our sub-region. These include the illicit transfer of arms and ammunition, the illicit trade in
diamonds and other natural resources to fuel or prolong armed conflict and in the process reek
havoc on innocent and defenceless civilians. These cruel and destabilizing activities are an
anomaly. They continue to impede development. They must be eliminated so that we can devote
all our energy, collectively, to the task of lifting our peoples out of the bondage of abject poverty.

As we watch a collection of arms and ammunition go up in flames, we must remind ourselves of
the need to faithfully respect the ECOWAS Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and
Manufacture of Light Weapons in West Africa. We must see the Moratorium as both a security
mechanism, and a catalyst of economic and social development in West Africa. Sierra Leone
wholeheartedly endorsed the action taken last July to extend the Moratorium for another three
years.

Excellencies, please allow me on this occasion to appeal to all members of ECOWAS and the
inter-state groupings within the Community, for a new commitment not only to the principles of
good neighbourliness, but more importantly to the ideals of brotherhood. We, the leaders of our
respective nations in the sub-region often refer to each other as brothers. Let us use the success
that we are celebrating today as a source of inspiration to work harder in strengthening the family
and other ties that bind us as one great community of peoples.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

The people of Sierra Leone are equally grateful to the United Nations and the rest of the
international community, for their support in making this celebration possible. We acknowledge
that long before the outbreak of the rebel war, many of your representatives were here in this
country as partners in development, helping us to take care of the health and welfare of our
children; working hand in hand with our own nationals to construct roads and bridges, equip
schools and hospitals, develop high yielding seeds for greater food production; and building the
capacity of Sierra Leoneans to be economically self-sufficient.

In the course of the war, international organizations provided essential humanitarian relief to
thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees and the internally displaced. They have also lent their
support in rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. We must confess though that there were
times in the course of the armed conflict when many of our people thought that we were being
abandoned, or that our cry for help was perhaps not loud enough to prod the world to provide the
quality and quantum of response that our precarious situation required. There were other
occasions when the average Sierra Leonean felt that repeated requests for urgent international
assistance to enable ECOMOG to do the job would never materialize. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan once had to make a plea that the international community must not fail the people of Sierra
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Leone.

However, as I often observe, Sierra Leone has tested the capacity of the United Nations, and
indeed the international community, to respond to the major challenges of our times in the areas of
peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, the protection of human rights and the administration of
justice. Your overall response to those challenges has been extraordinary. This is reflected in the
operations of UNAMSIL, in the activities of such agencies as UNHCR and UNICEF, and more
recently in the decision to establish the Special Court. For these and other forms of assistance, we
are profoundly grateful. Without the contribution of the various organizations and agencies,
governmental and non-governmental, most of us would not have lived to see this glorious day.

In thanking all countries that have contributed troops and to UNAMSIL, let me also on this
occasion renew our expression of deepest sympathy to the families and governments of the
UNAMSIL peacekeepers who lost their lives in the service of the United Nations on our soil.

To the United Nations and the international community, I must reiterate that the process of
disarmament is formally over. However, the equally formidable tasks of reintegration and
rehabilitation have only just begun. In this connection, I wish to draw your attention to the recent
observation by Secretary-General Kofi Annan that "the limited availability of reintegration
opportunities for ex-combatants, as a result of inadequate funds, remains a source of serious
concern." We could not agree with him more.

The international community cannot afford to create another feeling of abandonment in the minds
of Sierra Leoneans, especially the young ex-combatants and those who could be described as non-
combatants. We therefore appeal to the international community to remain engaged in our efforts
to consolidate the peace in Sierra Leone. We know from experience that the timeliness and level
of international assistance often determine the course of events in conflict and post-conflict
situations. We continue to count on your support.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

Sierra Leone has many friends within the international community. But we also have some very
very good and faithful friends; friends whom we are obliged to single out for special
commendation by name on an occasion such as this. I refer to the United Kingdom, the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, the United States of America and the Peoples Republic of China. The
Governments and peoples of these friendly States deserve separate chapters in the history of our
transition from war to peace. As the old adage goes, "a friend in need is a friend indeed."

Now, to you my compatriots, this is the day we have all been patiently waiting for. As I told you
two Sundays ago, the rest of the world has been impressed by our resilience. Your courage has
been exemplary. You fought hard, not merely to defend your right to live but also to uphold the
principles of democratic governance and the rule of law. A few individuals declared war and used
others to wage and prolong the senseless war. We continue to maintain that your response was an
act of legitimate self-defence.

We have learned the hard way that the paths to disarmament and peace are not paved with gold.
There was considerable loss of life and destruction of property. We encountered obstacles of
various dimensions, such as intransigence, bad faith, greed, fear, apprehension, and in some
instances financial constraints. There were inordinate delays and detours on the road. Today, we
can take pride in the fact that we have at last arrived at a stage where for the first time in more
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than ten years, we can confidently speak about real peace and security.

This ceremony marking the symbolic conclusion of disarmament, and in celebration of peace, is
so important for every one of us, that we intend to replicate it in other parts of the country over the
next several days. Many of those who are not present here today will also have the opportunity to
witness and be part of the celebration of this dramatic change in the history of Sierra Leone.

Fellow compatriots as the celebration continues, we are about to face our first major challenge in
the area of peaceful political transition, namely Presidential and Parliamentary elections. The
elections will test our ability to apply the new culture of peace that we recently embraced in our
relations with each other. The forthcoming electoral process will test our patriotism, our
determination to put armed conflict behind us, to renounce violence as a means of bringing about

political or any other change in this country. If we really appreciate peace, we should live and
practice peace.

Let me take this opportunity to reiterate that election is not a war. The war is over. What we are
about to embark upon on is a friendly contest. Election is a process by which we should freely and
peacefully choose those who we believe are qualified to assume the heavy responsibility of
serving this nation.

I am confident that guided by the lessons of the past ten years, and inspired by this symbolic but
momentous occasion we are witnessing today, the forthcoming elections will be free and fair, and
will be the most peaceful in the history of our beloved country.

Fellow compatriots, another test that we must pass is in the area of reconciliation and justice. We
must recognize that justice and reconciliation are major components of peace. Furthermore, the
administration of justice is an integral part of the process of national reconciliation. If we really
want to consolidate the peace, if we really want to facilitate the process of national reconciliation,
we must be prepared to deal effectively with the trauma, the emotional pain resulting from that
bitter conflict. One principal institution designed for this purpose is of course the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). We should all look forward to its proceedings, and the
outcome of its work.

And speaking of reconciliation brings me to the issue of the Special Court which, I must
emphasize, is part of the process of national reconciliation. One cannot speak about the need for
national reconciliation, and at the same time ignore or dismiss the moral and constitutional
imperative of upholding the rule of law. The Special Court is about accountability. It is about
justice. I should add however, that justice is not merely an act of punishment, of revenge or of
retribution. In our situation it is a means of dealing with impunity. It is also a means of ensuring

that at all times, the human rights of every individual, including those who are caught up in armed
conflict, are respected and protected.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, fellow Sierra Leoneans,

On this auspicious occasion, I have spoken about peace in Sierra Leone and the roles of our sub-
regional organization, the United Nations and the rest of the international community, as well as
our own effort in securing the peace that we are here to celebrate. I spoke about arms, about war,
and about the need for peaceful political change through free and fair elections. I also dwelt on
what I consider our collective responsibility to cooperate in consolidating the gains we have made
through, among other things, such components of peace as justice, the rule of law, protection of
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human rights, national reconciliation and the maintenance of an open society.

I must pause here to explain the concept of an open society. An open society and civil society are
often confused with each other. Actually, a healthy civil society is part of an open society, but
only a part. We are told that an open society also needs a democratic government and a private
sector that is independent of the government. To safeguard these elements it needs the rule of law.

We must note however, that peace and reconciliation cannot be imposed, it cannot be decreed, and
it cannot be established by legislation or by commission. Peace and forgiveness must come from
the hearts and minds of the people concerned, namely, us Sierra Leoneans.

Excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentiemen:

The main thrust of my remarks could be summarized in the following profound words of wisdom
from His Holiness Pope John Paul II. They were addressed to the diplomatic corps accredited to
the Holy See four years ago this month. His Holiness said:

"If violent attainment of power becomes the norm, if insistence on ethnic
consideration continues to override all concerns, if democratic representation is
systematically put aside, if corruption and arms trade continue to rage, then Africa
will never experience peace and development, and future generations will mercilessly
judge these pages of African history."

The message was for Africa, from someone of high repute who sees himself as a friend of Africa.
I believe that it is also appropriate for this particular gathering.

Thank you once again for your presence and support in our continued search for sustainable
peace, security and the development of this country.
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