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Prosecutor Against Sesay, Kallon and Gbao, SCSL-2004-15-PT

SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR

Freetown — Sierra Leone

THE PROSECUTOR Against ISSA SESAY

MORRIS KALLON
AUGUSTINE GBAO
(Case No. SCSL-2004-15-PT)

PROSECUTION’S RESPONSE TO “ORDER TO FILE DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF

JUDICIAL NOTICE MOTION” DATED 4 MAY 2004

1.

Pursuant to the “Order to File Outstanding Documents in Support of the Judicial
Notice Motion™ dated 4 May 2004, the Prosecution thereby files the following
documents as referred to in Annex B of the said Motion:

No 12: Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486);
No 16: UNOMSIL Fifth Report, 4 March 1999 (S/1999/237);

No 21: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report, 17 May 1999;

No 27: Report of the Panel of Experts Appointed Pursuant to the UN Security Council
Resolution 1306, December 2000;

No 29: UNHCR Report on atrocities Committed Against the Sierra Leone Population,
UNHCR Conakry Branch Office, 28 January 1999;

No 70: UNAMSIL Report, 6 December 1999 (S/1999/1223);

No 81: Record of deaths 1-19 January 1999, Births and Deaths Registry, Freetown, Sierra
Leone;

No 87: Speech by the President of Sierra Leone His Excellency Alhaj Dr. Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah at the ceremony marking the conclusion and disarmament and the destruction of
Weapons, Lungi 18 January 2002.

Freetown, 5 May 2004.

For the

E . ( 7 h
Luc Loté Robert Petit
Chief of Prosecution Senior Trial Counsel
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12. Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486)
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CRIGINAL: ENGLISH

R
FLFTH REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
ON TEE 3ITUATION IN SIZRRA LEONE
I. INTRCDUCTION
1. By paragraph 5 of its resolution 1182 {1398) of 17 April 1998, the Security

Council authorized the deployment, with immediate effect, of up to 10 United
Nations military liaison and security adviscry perscnnel in accordance with
paragraph 44 of my report of 13 March 1998 (S/1398/249) to Sierra Leone for a
period of up to 90 days, to work under the authority of my Special Envoy, to
coordinate closely with the Government of Sierra Leone and with ECOMOG, the
Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African Statces (ECOWAS), to
report on the military situaticn in the country, to ascertain the stace of and
to assist in the finalization of planning by the Govermment of Sierra Leone and
ECOMCG for future tasks, such as the identification of the former combatant
elements to be disarmed and the design of a disarmament plan, as well as to
perform other related security tasks as identified in other paragraphs of my
above-mentioned report.

2. BY parag*aph 10 of that resolution, the Council reguested me to r=port
periodically, including on the activities o those military liaison and security
advisory perscnnel and on the work of the office of my Special Envey in Sierra
Leone, within the reporting time-frame set out in paragraph 16 of resolution
1132 (1898) of 8 October 15%7. The present report is submitted in accordance
with that time-frame, by which the Security Council requestaed the submission of
a report every 60 days.
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II. DEVELOPMENTS SINCE MY LAST REPORT

Action taken bv the Government of Sierra Leone

3. Following 1cs restoration on 10 March 1998, the Governmment of Sierra Lecne
has acted to consolidate izs autherity throughout the countiry as Zar as
possible. On 16 March, President Kakbah, acting with the support of Parliament,

proclaimed a state of emergency empowering him to tzke measures O ensurs
security and stability. These measurss included the right to detain suspects

and restrict their movements, the imposition cf a curfew and the right to
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requisition property. The Government also announced the expulsion cf DEersons
and the deprivation of 10 others of Sierrz Leonean citzzensiaip for collaborating
with the junta and for economic crimes and immicration irrsgulazities

4, On 20 March 1998, President Kabbah announced that his new streamlined
Cabinet would comprise persons of known competsnce and integricy The members
of the Cabinet, which consists of 15 Ministers, 11 Deputy Ministers and

5 Miniscers of State, have all been confirmed by Parliament, as have the

President’'s nominees for the post of Chief Justice and many Dositions in
parastatal bodies. The President has also appointed a Pelicy Advisory Commic
to guide the Government on crucial issues of national interest and to monizor

-

tne functioning of the public institutions.

tee

5. The Government has alsc taken steps to establish a National Commissicn for
Reconstruction, Resettlement and Rehabilitation, responsible for stimulating and
coordinating related doncr, Government and non-governmental activities. In
accordance with its terms of reference, the National Commission would, in close
collaboration with domestic and international funding agencies, draw up a
two-year naticnal rehabilitation, resettlement and reconstructicn plan
involving, inter alia, the repatriaticon and resettlement of internally displaced
perscns and refugees.

g On 27 March 1998, the Minister foxr Foreign Affairs of Zimbabwe,

Mr. Stan Mudenge, led a five-person Commonwealth delegation on a wvisit to
Freetown 1n order to explore ways in which the Commeonwealth could assistc Sierra
Lecone in the task of national reconstruction and peace-building. At the
conclusion of the wvisit, the participants anncounced that they would urge all
member Governments of the Commonwealth to assist Sierra Leone bilaterally in
every practicable way in its efforts to achieve national reconstruction and
reconciliation, and to contribute to the Trust Fund to support peacekeeping and
related activicies in Sierra Lecne.

7. On 21 April 19%8, a three-man team of Bricish police experts visited Sierra
Leone to advise the Government on the restructuring of the police force and the
improvement of its equipment. The team also discussed the recruitment and role
of police advisers and reslations between the police and armed forces, among
other matters. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has
alsc provided the Government with communications equipment for the police.

8. From 4 to 8 May 1998, the Government received a multi-doncr joint mission
by the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the African
Development Bank (AfDB), the United Kingdom Department for Internaticnal
Development and the Eurcpean Union (EU) to discuss a range of
development-related matters. The joint mission alsc discussed the
demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatancs, as described 1n more decail
in section V below.

S. As described in section IIT below, on & May 1993, the Covernmen:
insticuted, in Freetown, the trials of a number of persons accused cf plotting,
participating in cr ccllaborating with the coup d'état and the illegal junta
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12. On 22 May 1358, Prssident Kabbah, in a comprehensive policy statement
delivered at the State opening of the second session of Parliament, outlined
major national policies his Government intends to pursus. These include:

establishing guidelines for development activities, a framework for the creation
of a new army and the restructuring and retraining of the police force;
improving relations with neighbouring countries; reviving the national eccnomy;
strengthening key sectors of activity; and promoting civic education to
sensizize Sierra Leoneans to the true meaning of peace and democracy. The
President has also called for natiocnal rescconciliation.

11. From 30 to 31 May 1998, the Minister of Intermal Affairs, Mr. Charles
Margal, and the Deputy Defence Minister, Chief Hinga Norman, visited Makeni and
Kenema and called on all remnants of the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council/Revolutionary United Front (AFRC/RUF) forces to surrender within two
weeks, promising them that they would be protected and treated fairly in
accordance with the law.

1Z. On 4 June 1998, at a summit meeting of the leaders of the threse Mano River
Unicn countries, President Conteh and President Kabbah of Sierra Lecne met at
Conakry to discuss mutual cooperation in the subregion and relations between
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Liberia was represented by the Vice-President,

Mr. Enoch Dogolea.

Action taken by the Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African
States

13. Following the expulsion of the illegal military junta from the capital,
Freetown, in mid-February and the restoration of the democratically elected
Govermment of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah in the capital, ECOMOG moved swiftly
Zo secure the area around Freetown, as well as the northern and southern
provinces of the country, especially the towns of Makeni, Kambia and Kabala in
the north and Bo and Kenema in the south. ECOMOG forces alsc advanced eastwards
towards the Kono and Kailahun districts, where the forces of the former junta
were concentrated.

14. Though ECOMOG has continued to make progress, it is severely overextended
and its advance has been beset by logistical constraints, as well as by fierce
resistance from elements of the AFRC and the RUF, the partners in the former
junta. In mid-May, however, ECOMOG seized Koindu and Buedu on the eastern
border cf Sierra Leone with Guinea.

15. As ECOMOG troops approached, armed former junta elements attacked the local
civilian population, killing, raping and mutilating hundreds of them, causing
rens of thousands of Sierra Leoneans to flee into Liberia and Guinea in the last
few weeks and tens of thousands more to flee into the intericr of Sierra Leone.
Hundreds of patients have been admitted to hospitals suffering from amputation
of limbs and ears and severe lacerations. Humanitarian organizaticns fear that
che actual number of victims may be much larger (see sect. III below).

16. ECOMOG is being supported by units of the Sierra Leonean Civil Defence
Force (CDF), which is composed of irregular community-based fighters who fought
the junta before the restoration of the legitimate Government. The Civil
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Defence Force includes Xamajors, who are regionally based rural militia mainly
from the south and parts of the east, as well as Tamaboros from the Koinadugu
district, Donscs from the Kono district and Kapras, whe are mainlv from the
Tonkolili district in the north. Though many CDF members are humntcers who use
traditional weapons, others are primarily farmers or students who joined the
armed struggle against the junta. They are armed with a wide variety cf weapons
and often lack formal training and discipline. Though technically under ECOMOG
control, their command and control structures are loose and informal.

17. On 4 and 5 May 1998 at Accra, my Special Envoy attended the seventeent!
meeting of ECOWAS Chiefs of Staf? convened to discuss the situaticn in Siexra
Leone. AL the meeting, the Nigerian Chief of Defence Staff, Major-General

A. A. Abubakar, ocutlined ECOMCG’s cbjectives in Sierxa Leone as follows: the
attainment of peace, the training of a new Sierra Leonean army, and the
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of Sierra Leonean combatants into
sociery, accompanied by humanitarian assistance. The achievement of chese
objectives would be followed by the withdrawal of ECOMOG.

18. ECOMOG has deployed three brigades and an independent battalion, altogether
comprising approximately 12,000 men, in Sierra Leone and has arpealed for a
further 6,000 to enable it to carry out its functions more effectively. A
number of participants expressed willingness, in principle, to contribute forces
to ECOMOG‘s operations in Sierra Leone. However, the countries concerned
stressed that they were not in a position to do so without substantial financial
and logistical assistance.

Action taken bv the United Nations

19. Beginning on 4 May 1998, pursuant to resolution 1162 (1398), eight military
liaison personnel were deployed in Freetown under the authority of my Special
Envoy. The military officers, who are led by a 3Brigadier-General from India,
are from Kenva (two), the Russian Federation {(tweo), the United Kingdom (one} and
Zambia (two). Twe police advisers, one from Namibia and one from Kenya, as well
as an adviser on planning for disarmament and demobilization, are expected to be
deployed shortly. Some vehicles and communicaticons equipment have alsoc been
deployed to Sierra Leone for the use of the cofficers.

20. 'The liaison officers have begun to travel through parts of the country to
agsess the situation with a view to finalizing plans for their deployment and
for the disarmament of former combatants. The ECOMOG Force Commander,
Brigadier-General Maxwell KXhobe, has welcomed their arrival and promised his
full cooperation.

21. The office of my Special Envoy has alsc been strengthened by the addition
of a political affairs officer and a human rights adviser. In additicm, I have
taken steps to strengthen the human rights element of the office of my Special
Envoy and have approached a number of Governments on an urgent basis to rsgquest
them tc make available suitably gualified trial monitors.

22. rom 26 to 29 May 1998, my Special Representative for Children in Armed
Conflict, Mr. Olara A. Otunnu, visited Sierra Leone to assess the plight cf
children affected by the conflict. During his visit, Mr. Otunnu met with
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President Kabbah, Ministers and Parliamentarians, as well as with the Force
Commander of ECOMOG, the Naticnal Coordinatcr of CDF and representatives of

United Nations agencies and non-govermmental organizations. He visited Daruy,
Segbwema and Kenema, accompanied by the Minister for Social WelZfare, Gender and
Children’s Affairs, Mrs. Shirley Gbujama, my Special Envoy, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and the representative of UNICEF.

23. In discussions with the Government, ECOMOG and CDF, important commitments
were made to wmy Special Representative in relation to the rights, protection and
welfare of children. It was agreed that a joint task force for the

demopilization of child combatants, comprising the Government, ECOMCG, CDF, the
United Nations and international humanitarian agencies, would be constituted.
The Government agreed not to recruit children under 18 years of age into a new
national army. The Civil Defence Force committed to stop recruiting and
initiating children under 18 and to begin the process of demebilization of child
combatants within their ranks. Along with ECOMOG, CDF alsc undertook that
children captured in or fleeing from areas held by junta elements would receive
special protection. President Kabbah directed that a coordination group
consisting of relevant Ministries, United Nations agencias and non-governmental
organizations, be established to coordinate an effective naticnal response to
the needs of children affected by armed conflict. Following their discussion
with Mr. Otunnu, an all-party group of Parliamentarians constituted a caucus to
serve as parliamentary advocates for the rights, protection and welfare of
children affected by armed conflict in Sierra Leone.

24. Atv the conclusion of his visit, Mr. Otunnu proposed that the intermational
communility make Sierra Leone one of the pilot projects for a more concerted and

effective response in the context of post-conflict peace-building.

Militarv and security situation in Sierra Leone

25. The security gituation in Freetcwn continues to be favourable, with a
streng but discreet ECOMOG presence and widespread deployment of the Sierxa
Leonean police. Schools, banks and markets are functioning normally, some
international air links to the airport at Lungi have been restored and food and
fuel products are widely available. Nevertheless, ECOMOG has continued toc
recover weapons in house-to-house searches conducted cn the basis of information
received about the presence in Freetown of former junta members and common
criminals.

26. Despite ECOMOG’'s initial success in driving the elemencs of the junta
rebels back towards the eaat of the country, several groups of rebels appear to
have broken out of the Kailahun district and have moved northwards and westwards
in an apparent attempt to re-establish some of their former bush camps in the
.nerth. They have been attacking towns and villages, terrcrizing local
communities and extorting food from them. The situation in the north is now
considersd unsatisfactory and food convoys have toc De guarded by armed escort.

27. Moreover, in the course of their retresat towards the eastern part of the
country, former junta elements inflicted extensive damage and engaged in
indiscriminate looting and property destruction. In particular, hospitals in

most communities lack beds, drugs and equipment.



28. The United States has contributed $3.9 million to ECOMOG over a four-month
ceriod through the logistics services company Pacific Arxchitects and Engineers,
which provided services to ECOMOG in Liberia. Some vehicles have already been

made available. It is anticipated cthat this assistance will result in further

gains by BCOMOG against the former junta forces. However, this contribution is
not expected to assist in the deplovment of additional ECOMOG forces, for which
further contributions, whether pilaterally or through the Trust Fund to support
peacekeeping and related activities in Sierra Leone, will be needed.

29. There are reports that many of the fighters supporting the £
the east are in fact Liberian nationals. The Monitoring Group of the Hconomic
Community of West African States believes it has identified some of the dead
combatants as Liberians after clashes with junta elements and has reportedly
captured more than 100 Liberian fighters in the vicinity of Kailahun and in Xono
district.

crmer junta 1in

30. On 5 May 1998, President Taylor wrote to me deprecating the "disturbing

allegation” that the Government of Liberia was involved in the conflict in

erra Leone and stressing his ccmmitment to the maintenance of peace in the

gion. President Taylor informed me that he had proposed to the Chairman of

OWAS that ECOMOG "cordon off" the border between the two countries, and said
would welcome the concurrencs of the United Natioms with his suggestion that

United Nations monitcrs be deployed in the border area.
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31. On 7 May 1398, the Liberian Government issued a policy statement
reaffirming that it would not permit its territory to be used to destabilize any
neighbouring country and stating that President Taylor had approved the
deployment of an ECOMOG observer unit at the border between Liberia and Sierra
Leone in Lofa County, Liberia.

32. The Government of Sierra Leone has welcomed the issuance of the policy
statement and has disclosed that a Liberian delegation visiting Freetown to
attend the funeral of the late spouse of the President, Mrs. Patricia Kabbah,
had met with President Kabbah and discussed the improvement of relations between
the two countries.

33. In some parts of the country, misconduct by some members of CDF, arising
from their indiscipline and lack of training, has given rise to complaints from
civilians.

ITII. HUMAN RIGHTS

34. Since early May 1998, a human rights adviser has been attached to the
office of my Special Envoy. His main tasks have included the cbservation of the
treasen trials and, in close consultation with the Special Envoy and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, examining modalities to increase the
capacity of the office tec monitor the human rights sizuation in Sierra Leone and
tc assist the Government in meeting its intermational human rights obligations

in a sustainable manmer. In carrying out its human rights functions, the office
will work closely with all relevant elements of civil society, including
naticnal and internmational non-governmental organizacions. Both the
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Attorney-General and the Chief Justice of Sierra Leone have off
cooperation to my Special Envoy and his staff in the exercise o
rights functions.
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35. The main focus of human rights concerns since my last report has been the
atcacks on civilians by armed, uniformed gzoups, which are consistentcly reportad
tc be members of the rebel forces. They have systematically mutilated or
severad the limbs of non-combatants around the towns of Koidu and Kabala, in a
zone that strevches as far west as Masiaka, south of Port Lokoc. The scale cf
the attacks can be estimated from the acccunts of victims who have been admitted
to hospizal. For instance, in the period from 6 April toc 21 May 1398,

225 people were admitted to Conmaught Hospital in Freetown with war wounds. ALl
but one were reported to be civilians. Of these, a guarter were amputees and
half were victims of deep lacerations. The patients report that for every one
person who reached the hospital, some five other victims of attacks are either
dead or missing. In the same period, there have been some S0C admissions of
war-wounded persons to other hospitals in Sierra Leone.

36. Of those victims who have received treatment, most are male, ranging in age
from 8 to 60 years. The youngest amputee admitted to hospital is, however, a
six-year-cld girl, one of whose arms was completely severed. Victims alsc

report that babies have been taken from their mothers’ arms and burned alive.
There are numerous reports of rape, including one of the multiple rape of a
l2-year-old girl. Doctors at one hospital state that lacerations inflicted on
one &60-year-old woman are the result of a failed attempt to behead her.

37. The office of my Special Envoy continues to receive information about human
rights abuses perpetrated by forces loyal to the junta in the pericd before the
restoration of the Government. From all parts of the councry there are reports
of extrajudicial killings, rape, arbitrary detention, including for purpcses of
sexual abuse, torture of children (especially of child-combatants), forced
labour and the looting and destructicn of residential and ccmmercial premises
and property. It will remain important to document these actions with a view to
rackling issues of impunity and as an element in the process of promoting
reconciliation and healing of society.

38. Information has alsc been received regarding widespread acts of
extrajudicial revenge killings perpetrated against alleged junta collaborators
following the restoration of the Government. In just cne town, Kenema, there
are reports of some 50 revenge killings. Some of those killed were children,
with at least ome case occurring in Freetown. There are reportedly still many
people in biding for fear of being subjected to revenge attacks. Reportedly
some 100 of those hiding in the Freetown area are children. The Government has
given assurances that revenge attacks will be investigated and prosecuted.

39. Reports indicate that elements of the Kamajors are responsible for
violation of the human rights and rights under humanitarian law of both
combatants and non-combatants. This militia force continues to include large
numbers of male children. Concerns have been expressed to the Government on
these matters and it has indicaced that it is taking action to correct the
situation (see paras. 22-24 above) .
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40. My Special Envoy continues to monitor the implementation of the state of

emergency declared by the President on 10 March 1998, under which, inter alia,

perscns may be detained indefinitely without being charged or tried. There ares

more than 1,000 such detainees held at Pademba Rcocad Prison in Freetown. The
Government has established a screening committee to expedite the process of
releasing detainees and bringing others to trial.

41. The Govermnment is prosecuting 59 perscns in the regular courts for charges,
variocusly, of treason, muxrder and arson. Another trial of some 20 people is
scheduled to start in the coming weeks, as ars a number of courts martial. The
civilian trials have, so far, proceeded ia conformity with normal criminal
procedures. Matters of concern are brought to the attention of the Government.
The office of my Special Envov will continue to observe the trials and will seek
£o augment its capacity in this regard.

42. Om 27 May 1598, a delegation of Amnesty Intermational, which had been
studying the situation in Sierra Leone, met with my Special Envoy. The purpcse
of the Amnesty mission was to examine incidents that had occurred during the
period of junta rule, as well as the extent of atrocities currently being
committed by the remnants of the junta. Amnesty International is also reviewing
the detention and trial in Freetown of persons accused of participating in or
collaborating with the junta.

IV. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

43. The humanitarian situation in Sierra Lecne is fluid. In the western area
and the southern and eastern provinces (with the exception of Xailahun
district), aid agencies have begun to reactivate programmes as they have
benefited from improved security and access. In northern and north-eastern
Sierra Leone, however, the situation has continued to deteriorate as a result of
the activity of the former junta forces described above.

44. The humanitarian consequences of the wave of atrccities are very severe.
Government hospitals in Makeni, Magburaka and XKabala and health clinics
throughout the north have been overwhelmed by the influx of civilians suffering
from amputations and maimings and are hampered by staff shortages and logistical
constraints.

4S. There has already been an outbreak of measles in two camps in the north and
there is a severe risk of further outbreaks of epidemics such as cholera with
the imminent onset of the rainy season. Furthermore, the non-governmental
organization Action contre la Faim, which operates therapeutic feeding centres
in Makeni and Magburaka, has reported a large influx of malnourished children
under the age of five. Admissions have doubled during the past week.
Malnutrition levels are increasing, and there are indicatioms that the

10 per cent global acute malnutrition threshold, at which an emergency response
is regquired, is being breached. If the security situation in the north
continues to detericrats, there is a serious risk that the harvest will be
looted by armed slsments, thus further undermining the food security of the
rural population.
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46. The OfIice of the United Nations High Commissicner for Refugees (UNHCR) has
reported that refugees from Sierra Leone are continuing to flow into Taranah,
¥:ssidougou and Guéckédou prefectures in eastern Guinea at a rate of 300 people
per day. Many new arrivals, particularly children, suffer from malnutrition.
UNHCR has documented the recent cases of at least 82 victims of rebel
atrocities, including 28 who were mutilated. The refugees come mainly from the
districts of Kailahun, Kono and Kenema. The influx Is taking place despite
reported attempts by the remnants of the junta to prevent people from leaving
thcse areas. Atz the same time, apout 40,000 intermally displaced persons have
flooded into the towns of Masingbi, Makeni, Kabala and Magburaka. Over the past
three months, some 237,000 Sierra Leoneans have pcoured intc Guinea and Liberia,
bringing the total number of Sierra Leonean refugees in the two neighbouring
countries te 530,000 people since the start of the conflict in 199%1.

47. On 2 June 1598, UNHCR issued an urgent appeal for $7.3 millicn to help
refugees wno have fled from the rebel forces. The amount is designed to cover
relief assistance to new arrivals in Guinea and Liberia until the end of the
vear. This fcllowed a visit to Freetown from 2 to 3 June 1598 by the Assistant
High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Soren Jessen-Petersen.

48 . The humanitarian response to the crisis in the ncrth has been seversly
constrained by the difficulty of access owing o security risks. Road travel
from Freetown tc Makeni and Koidu 1s zestricted, since agencies are reluctant to
travel by rocad for fear of attacks. Furthermore, many aid agency staff were
threatened by AFRC/RUF elements during the period of the ECOMOG intervention and
no relief agency has deployed international staff permanently up-country since
then.

49, Nevertheless, the United Nations Children’'s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the non-governmental organization Médecins sans
Frontiéres have sent medicines, bedding and plastic sheeting tc the north. The
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Médecins sans Frontiéres
have offered to coordimate the joint distribution of medical supplies to
hespitals in Makeni, Magburaka and Kabala. UNICEF has delivered supplies to
Kenema and supported efforts by the local authorities to immunize more than

400 children against measles, and the World Food Programme (WFP) 1is providing
assistance to health institutions.

50. From 5 to 6 May 1998, the Humanitarian Assistance Coordination Unit also
co-sponscred a workshop for community leaders in the Bo district concerning the
code of conduct that governs the activities of relief workers. The workshop was
planned in response to incidents of the commandeering of vehicles by Kamajors
and ECOMOG in the area. Non-governmental organizations have since reported that
the Kamajors have facilitated the safe passage of relief supplies and it is now
intended to conduct similar workshops in other parts of the country, including
Kenema .

51. An inter-agency mission led by the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator
on 19 May 1998 to Daru and Segbwema found the situaticn in the south-east of the
country, which had been inaccessible for some months for security reasons, mors

favourable than expected in some respects. However, large numbers of
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unaccompanied children wers i are in need cof family-tracinag
services, feeding and healch
52. Mr. Sergio Vieira de Mello, Under-Secrstarv-General for Humanitarian

Affairs, will visit Sierra Lecne from 10 to 12 June 1998 in order tc observe at
first hand the ongoing humanitarian programmes and the current di
faced by the humanitarian communicy.

culties

V. DISARMAMENT AND DEMCOBILIZATION

S3. Both the Abidjan Agreement of 30 November 1996 between the Government of
Sierra Leone and RUF and the Comakry Agreement of 23 October 1997 between ECOWAS
and AFRC contain provisions for the disarmament and demobilization of Sierra
Leonean fighters and their reintegration into society. In his statement at the
State opening of Parliament, President Kabbah called on all remnants of the
AFRC/RUF to surrender, offering them assurances that they would be treated
numanely in accordance with the Geneva Convention and its additiomal Protocols.
The President also indicated that elements of the Conakry Agrzement and the
Abidjan Agreement would be taken into consideration in the implementation of the
disarmament and demobilization programme. The prompt implementation of such a
programme 1is rsgarded as essential to the stabilizy of Sierra Leone and of the
subregicon in general.

54. Following the removal of the junta by force by ECOMOG in February and the
subsequent ECOMOG action throughout the rest of the country, the Abidjan
Agreement and the Conakry Agreement are considered to have been effectively
superseded. However, in the parts of the country that have now been brought
under Govermnment control, some aspects of these instruments that govern the
disarmament and demobilization of former Sierra Leonean fighters might still be
applicable. These include the following categories: members of the former
Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces (RSLMF), including members of AFRC, the
country’'s former army, which has now effectively been dissolved; members of RUF;
mempbers of CDF; and child soldiers.

55. Both ECOMOG and the Govermment have developed plans for the disarmament and
demobilization of former combatants and for their reintegration into society.
Pursuant to the recommendations of the joint mission described in paragraph 8
above, the Government has adopted a comprehensive framework for the disarmament,
demobilization, reinsertion and reintegration of ex-combatants and their
families. The plan envisages the establishment of a Sierra Leone veterans
assistance board to be chaired by President Kabbah, which would, in close
cooperation with ECOMOG, the United Nations and donors, supervise the
disarmament and demobilization of an estimated 32,000 former combatants in three
phases, provisicnally over the next 19 months. A small executive secretariat
will be charged with the implementation of the policies of the Board in close
coordination with ECOMOG and the United Nations.

S6. The demcbilization process will begin with a rigorous registzation process
to ensure that eligible ex-combatants receive identification documents. The
first priority is the demobilization of some 5,000 te 7,000 former members cf

the Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces already disarmed by ECOMOG and




a camps arounc Freetown, i.e., atr Wilberforce Barracks, Benguema
Training Centre and Lungi. ECOMOG has recently reported that the numbers of men
at each camp have fallen, apparently because some of the men have been
provisionally released. Units of CDF in parts of the country deemed secure by
the Government and local authorities will alsc be demabilized in phase I and
will undergo a similar and registration exercise. Some CDF units have alr=ady
turned tc their communities of origin in preparation for the disarmament
process, though many CDF fighters have also recently been moved up tc the Daru
arsa, apparently tco jcin the offensive against the former junta forces at
Kailahua. On 25 March 1598, Pr=sident Kabbah formally requested the

international community to provide food for the maintenance of the 7,000
ex-combatants for a two-month period.

wn
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Preliminary estimates indicate that there are some 1,000 disabled soldiers,
500 female ex-combatants and about 2,500 children. Under the plan, all adul:
ex-combatants will receive the same reinserticn assistance, the level and nacture
of which will be determined by the Sierza Leone Veterans Assistance Board, in
consultation with donmors. The reinsertion assistance will be provided in
instalments in order to provide a transitional safety net to ex-combatant
families, to encourage them to remain in their areas of resettlement and to
monitor thelr reintegracion progress. Furthermore, the Government intends to
provide a community-based social and economic reintegration assistance to assist
ex-combatants to return to sustainable and productive lives in theirx
communities. Parcticularly vulnerable groups of ex-combatants, such as child
soldiers and the disabled, will receive specialized assistance.

53. The Government intends to proceed with the disarmament, demobilization,
reinsertion and reintegration process as far as possible, notwithstanding
continuing fighting in some parts of the country. The rapid demobilization of
the encamped RSLMF will reduce the security and cost burden borne by the
Government and ECOMOG in maintaining the camps. Insofar as adequate reinsertion
and reintegration assistance and effective monitoring systems are put in place
as planned, the Government is confident that this process will contribute to
national reconciliation and reconstruction.

$9. Though the plan envisages specific phases, provisicnally scheduled to
culminate in January 2000, these depend in part on the willingness of those who
are still resisting ECOMOG’'s advance and terrorizing civilians in the norta to
surrender. It is not clear at this time whether these men, who appear Lo
include the most violent and ruthless supperters of the former junta, intend to
surrender or, if so, under what circumstances this might take place.

60. Another important aspect of the plan that remains to be clarified concezms
the source of the funding. The plan is not accompanied by a cost estimate, put
an earlier Government assessment of the likely costs arrived at a figures of some
$14 million. Since that estimate was arrived at in respect of a more modesc
coperation, the likely cost of the current exercise is likely tc exceed it. No
commitment has vet been made by donors for the funding of the exercise.

However, the Government believes iz has made some progress in identifying
sufficient funds to continue to feed the surrendered soldiers for the next two
menths or so.



[o4Y

1. On 5 June 1358, my Special Eavoy convened a meeting of United Nations
agencies, non-governmental organizations and donor representatives to discuss
the coordination of intermational support and contributicns to the disarmament,
demob:ilization and reintegration of the 7,000 ex-combatants.

2 On 12 June 1958, the World Bank, which participated in the multi-donor
oint mission mentioned in paragrapn B above, will send two consultants to
ierra Leone to discuss with all participants the further refinement of the

an, including practical arrangements to make i1t operationally effective.

hese arrangements are expected to include the provision of strong technical
assistance to the executive gecrstariat of the Sierra Leone Veterans Assistance
Boaxd.
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YI. PROPOSED ACTION TC RE TAXEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS

63. In the complex and volatile situation currently prevailing in Sierra Leone,
the priority task i1s to promote stability and security by disarming and
demobilizing as many former combatants as possible, as soon as possible. The

plan adopted by the Government on the advice of the multi-donor joint mission
provides a useful basis to accomplish this goal, though much remains to be done
in terms of ldentifying sources of funding and determining the precise roles to
be played by the international community. In general terms, I would envisage
that, under the overall authority <f the Government, my Special Envey would
ensure that the various doncrs continued to cocordinate their activitcies closely.
Within that framework the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), working
through the United Nations Office for Project Services, and in close cooperation
with donors and implementing partners, would carry out the arrangements put in
place for disarmament and demobilization prior to the May 1997 coup.

64. In this context, I intend tc convene a high-level conference in the near
future in order to mobilize assistance for the disarmament, demobilization and
reintegration process, and for the reconstruction, rehabilitation of Sierra
Lecne. The conference would also address the need te provide logistical and
other support to ECOMOG in order to imprcove its capacity to carry out its
peacekeeping role, as well as for emergency and humanitarian needs.

65. Moreover, I believe the United Nations could render immediate assistance to
Sierra Leone by deploying a limited number of unarmed military observers to
assist in tasks of pressing importance. Such a deployment at this stage could
lend much-needed impetus to a fragile but wvital process, which deserves the
support of the intermational community. IZ could also assist my Special Envoy
te avert further bloocdshed among civilians and combatants alike - both ECOMOG
and Sierra Leonean - by helping to encourage the surrender of former junta
elements in the event that this appeared to be possible. Finally, a more
visible United Nations presence could serve to bolster the confidence of the
Government and pecople of Sierra Lecne in the commitment to thelr cause of the
international community ané encourage mcre substantial donor support for
disarmament, demobilization and longer-term rehabilitation and development.

66. I have therefore developed a concept of operationg for a United Naticns
peacekeeping observer mission, initially for a six-month period, whose immediate
objectives would be the following:



(a) To momitcor the military and securit
whole with a view to assisting the Governmen
implementation of disarmament and demobiliza
Government’s plan;

ty situation in the countzy as a
t and ECOMOG in t s
tion phases as cutlined in the

(b) To monitor the demobilization of former combatants alr=ady disarmed by
ECOMOG and concentrated in secure aresas of the country. This would involve
collaberation with ECOMOG in its activities, including the provision of security
and arms collection and destruction;

(c) To assist in monitoring respect for intermationmal humanitarian law at
disarmament and demobilization sites;

(d) To monitor the voluntary disarmament and demobilization of members of
CDF in their home regions and to monitor progress in the creaticn of a new
naticnal army;

(e} To cbserve, as security conditions permiz, the situation in the north

.
and east of the country, with a view to assisting in the disarmament and
demobilization of surrendering former junta Zorces;

(£) To continue to provide my Special Envoy for Sierra Leone with regular
information concerning the military and security situation in the country as a
whole.

67. The mission would be known as the United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNOMSIL) and would be led by my Special Envoy, Mr. Francis G. Ckelo, who
would be designated Special Representative for Sierra Leone. The Chief Military
Observer would be Brigadier-General Subhash C. Joshi (India), who is currently
the team leader of the small military liaison cell deployed to Sierra Leone
pursuant Lo resolution 1162 (1998). UNOMSIL would subsume the office of my
Special Envoy and its staff and the related cost estimates will be issued
shortly as an addendum to the present report.

63. The activities described above would require up to 70 officers, as well as
a medical unit of up to 15 persons, with the necessary equipment and civilian
administrative support staff.

68. . In view of the volatile security situation outside the capital, the
deployment would take place in phases, with the first group of approximately 40
military observers being deploved, starting during the month of July 13538, to
Freetown, Hastings and Lungz. The timing of subsequent deployments would then
depend on the security situation, the progress of implementation of the
Government’'s disarmament and demobilization plan and the availability of the

necessary logistical equipment and resources. In this connection, I would call
on the Government of Sierra Lecone to be prepared tc make available to the
mission such premises and services as they can. At this stage, I would

provisicnally anticipate that the second phase of deployment would then take
place in August-September, with the f£inal phase beginning in October.

70. The observers would be deployed at each of the three camps where former
Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces are now being detained, i.e.,



ko

§/1398/485%
English
Page 14

Wilberforce Barracks, Benguema Training Centre and Lungil; at the three EZICCMOG
Brigade headguarters at Hastings, Makeni and Bo; and at a headguarters lccation
to suppert the Chief Military Observer. During the next phases, subjec: to the
considerations identified above, observers could be deploved cutside the
immediate area of Freetown, including to the home reglons of CDF members
recurning to undertake voluntary disarmament and demobilization as and when they
considered their home communities sufficiently secure.

71. The mission would be provided with adequate air support in order to ensurs
mobility and security, as well as casualty and medical evacuations. A boat

would alsc be required to facilitate travel and communications between Lungi and
Frestown.

72. Should the Security Council agree to these measures, I will establish
security arrangements for United Nations perscnnel with the Chairman of ECCWAS
and conclude a status of mission agreement with the Government of Sierra Leome.

72. The deployment described above would regquire a commensurate expansion in
cthe size of the coffice of the Special Representative, including information and
political officers, as well as the necessary administrative and support staff.

74. I would also propose to increase to four the number of human rights
officers attached to the cffice of my Special Envoy. These officers, under the
dirsction of the Special Representative, and in close cooperation with the
United Natlions High Commissioner for Human Rights, would have a monitoring rcle

and the task of addressing the country’'s long-term human rights instituticn
building needs.

75. An increase in the number of civilian police advisers from two to five
would also be required. These officers would advise the Government and local
police officials on police practice, training and recruitment, in particular on
the need to respect incermationally accepted standards of policing in democratic
soclietiess. They would alsoc monitor the progress of the restructuring of the
Sierra Leonean police force.

76. At this point, it is difficult to assess whether an expansion of the
mission might be needed six months from now and, if so, what form it might take.
My recommendations on this matter will depend on ECOMOG’'s progrsss in restoring
security throughout the country. If the presence of United Nations personnel in
areas of continuing insecurity is considered desirable in order to reduce
bloodshed by enccouraging armed elements to surrender, or if areas of Sierra
Lecone now secure come under threat from hostile elements, thought must be given
to ensuring the security of United Nations persconnel. Although ECOMOG is a
capable Zcrce and has indicated it would guarantee the security of the
observers, it is alsc a potential target of attacks by the remmants of the
junta. Unarmecd military cbservers under its protection might not be regarded as
neutral by hostile armed elements and their safety might therefcre Dbe
jeopardized.

77. For those reasons, I could envisage the possibility, at a future stage, of
recommending the deploymenc of a highly mobile unit of armed United Naticns
troops, operating in close cooperaticn wich ZCOMOG but independent of it, to
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pr ocations where their securitcy might be at risk, but where
o

otect cbservers in
neir

L
ir neutral gresence may be helpful in encouraging armed elemenzs to
surrender. However, I do not believe that the time 1s ripe to make such a

recommendation to the Council at this stage.

78. The deployment of ECOMOG troops at the border with Liberia could help
te rest allegations of the influx of arms or the provision of azrmed assist
co the junta by foreign forces. I commend the Goverament of Liberia for it
policy statement reaffirming that it will not permic its territory tc be us
destabilize any neighbouring country. Verification that this was the case
would, in my view, improve the security climate throughout the entire subregicn
and lmprove mutual confidence among its member countries. I hope there will be
further discussions between the Heads of State <f the subregion on these
matters.

79. I therefore intend to pursue with President Taylor his propesal for the
deployment of a small contingent of United Nations military observers at the
border with Sierra Leone, in order to assist in verifyving that Liberian
territory is not being used to destabilize Sierra Leone and that foreign forces
are not assisting the remnants of the former junta there. I will also discuss
the matter with President Kabbah and with the Chairman cf ECOWAS and revert to
the Council in due couxse.

VII. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

80. Since my last report, the situation in Sierra Leone has in some respects
improved considerably. Since its restoration om 10 March 1298, the Government
has moved rapidly tc reassert its authority thrcughout much of the country.
President Kabbah has nominated a compact Cabinet of acknowledged experts in
their fields, all of whom have been confirmed bv Parliament, as well as a Chief

Juscice.

81. However, in the eastern part of Sierra Leone and parts of the north, the
remnants of the former junta continue to resist ECOMOG forces and attack Sierra
Leonean civilians. I join with the Council in deploring the continued

resistance to the legitimate Government, in calling on the supporters of the
junta to lay down their armsg, and in comndemning the mutilations, rapes, looting
and other atrocities carried out by junta elements against the civilian
population. I also align myself with the commendation expressed for ECOWAS and
ECOMOG in the presidential statement adopted on 20 May 1988 (S/PRST/1398/13) for
the important role they are playing to restore peace and security in Sierra
Lecne, and support the call for Member Stat=s tc provide technical and
logistical support to assist ECOMCG tc continue to enhance its ability to carcy
out its peacekeeping role and contribute to bringing an end to the atrocities
being committed against the pecple of Sierra Leonme. In this context, I welcome
the logistical assistance provided by the United States. I am also grateful for
the contribution made by the United XKingdom, and invite other Member States to
make contributions to the Trust Fund to suppor:t peacekeeping and relatsd
accivicies in Sierra Lecne.

16|
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2. It is clear that there are a significant number of victims of rebel
atroclties who remain in the bush or who are otherwise unable to receive medical
attention. I applaud the effoxrts of United Nations humanitarian personnel,
ECOMCG and the non-governmencal organizations in locating and aiding victims.
However, mors must be done as a matter of urgency, including the provision of
additional medical and surgical capacity, including hospital beds. Izn the
longer term, the agencies and the non-governmental organizations concermed will
need to offer suppert in the form of prosthesis services for all amputees and
psvcho-social treatment of traumatized victims and their families. Iz cthis
context, I welcome the intention of ICRC to dispatch a surgical team to Sierra
Leone to augment local medical fac

ties.

I call on the Government of Sierxra Leone to continue to show the necessary
olve to adhere to intermational human rights standards and its own
tinguished legal traditions in ensuring that those accused of the gravest
imes against the State and its pecple receive fair trials. I am aware chat
the Government has held to this course so far in the face of strongly voiced
public contempt for the accused.

84. I express my appreciation to those Member States and others who have
contributed to the flash appeal for humanitarian assistance and for various
humanitarian projects.

85. I recommend that the Security Council establish an observer mission in

Sierra Lecne, to be known as the United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNOMSIL) , with the mandate and concept of operations described in paragraphs 68
to 71 above and with the necessary augmentation of civilian and civilian police
staff as set out in paragraphs 73 to 7S5 above.

86. During the six-month period of the mandate, I would keep the situation
closely under review and would make fuxther recommendations to the Council
concerning a possible extension or expansion of the mission as the circumstances
permitted.

87. I support the recommendation of my Special Representative for Children in
Armed Conflict that Sierra Leone be made one of the pilot projects for a meore
concerted and effective response in the context of post-conflict peace-building.

88. Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to my Special Envoy and to all
United Nations staff in Sierra Leone for their efforts over the past several
weeks .
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ORIGINAL: ENCGLISE

FIFTH REPCRT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE UNITED NATICNS
OBSERVER MISSION IN STERRA LEONE

I. INTRODUCTION

1. On the basis of my reports dated 16 December 1598 (S/13$98/1176) and

7 January 1999 (S/19959/20), the Security Council, on 12 January 1999, adopted
rasolution 1220 (1999). By paragraph 3 of that resolution, the Security Council
requested me to keep the Council closely informed on the situation in Sierxa
Leone and to submit a further report, by 5 March 1999, with recommendations on
the future deployment of the United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNOMSTL) and the implementation of its mandate. The present report is
submitted in accordance with that request.

IT. MILITARY AND SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS

Rebel attack on Freetown and its aftermath

2. As described in my report of 7 January 1999 (see S/1989/20, para. 10),
rebel fighters belonging to the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and
the Revolutiomary United Front (RUF) attacked Freetown on 6 January 1999. The
rebels attacked the city from the east and penetrated as far as the centre,
which they held for four days before being forced te withdraw by a
counterattack. The fighting resulted in the deaths of between 3,000 and 5,000
persons, including rebel fighters, soldiers of the Economic Community of West
African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), members of the Civil Defence Force
(CDF) militia who were defending the capital and large numbers of civilian
inhabitants. Many civilians were severely mutilated by the rebels. Up to
150,000 people were displaced in and around Freetown, and the rebels burnt down
large numbers of public buildings and homes. A fuller description of the
atrocities is contained in gection IV below.

3. After fierce fighting, ECOMCG forces located in the western part of
Freetown, reinforced from the main ECOMOG base at Lungi, managed to expel the
rebels and regain control of the city. However, several thousand rebels are
thought to remain in the Peninsula Mountains surrounding Freetown, despite
ECOMOG and CDF efforts to dislodge them. It is also believed that unkaown
numbers of rebels might have infiltrated the city and remain there ready to
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launch further attacks. Conseguently, the sé:urity sitvation in Freetdwn,
despite recent improvements, should still be considered volatile. OCn

24 February, ECOMOG succeeded in expelling the rebels from Waterloo, although
they remain in a position to cut the main road from Freetown to Bo and Kenema.

4. The rebels are now thought to control much of the north of the countzy,
though ECOMOG has, with varying success, contested rebel control arcund Lunsar,
Port Loko and Kambia, and retains possession of Kabala and Bumbuna. In the
south, ECOMOG has repulsed several rabel attacks on Kenema. Around Bo, tie
second largest city in Sierra Leone, the situation remains calm but tense.
Rebel forces reportedly rely on some foreign mercenariesg, including Europeans
and Liberians, and are reported to be receiving weapons from outside the
country. ’

5. During the crisis, which began in mid-December, ECOMOG received several
thousand reinforcements from Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea and Mali. However, some
doubt has been cast over the longer-term future of ECOMOG in Sierra Leone in the
light of statements made by candidates in the Nigerian electioms. The
contribution of Nigeria to ECOMOG has been so central that ECOMCG's military
viability could be threatened i1f that contribution were reduced. Though efforts
to create a Sierra Leonean army deserve further support, the army is unlikely to
be able to bear the burden alone, at least for the foreseeable future.

6. UNOMSIL evacuated all its intermaticnal personnel, many of its vehicles and
much of its egquipment immediately prior to the €& January attack, as did other
United Nations agencies, Govermments and many non-governmental organizations
(NGOg) represented in Sierra Leone. The relocation was followed by a
gubstantial reduction in the number of staff, in particular military and
civilian police. The remaining staff will stay in Conakry until the security
gituation is considered acceptabkle. My Special Representative,

Franciszs G. Okelo, and members of his civilian and military staff, including the
Chief Military Observer, Brigadier-General Subhash Joshi (India}, have paid
brief visits to Freetown to study the situation first-hand and to maintain
contacts with the Govermment of Sierra Lecne and with ECCMOG, as well as with
civil society. On 3 March, fcllowing improvements in the security situation, it
wag decided to permit the returm of a limited number of United Nations perscnnel
as soon as possible. The security situation will continue to be kept under
cloge review. '

Disarmament and demobilization

7. Following the rebel offensive in December and January, ex-scldiers in the
disarmament and demcbilization camp at Lungi were relocated by the Govermment in
Freetown. The majority of them appear to have either joined the rebels or
disappeared, while some losgt their lives during the rebel attack on Freetown.
On 4 Pebruary 1999, the National Committee on Disarmament, Demcbilization and
Reintegration held an emergency meeting to examine the situation regarding
ex-combatants. During the meeting, the Vice-President stated that there was no
change in the Government'’'s policy on disarmament, demobilization and
reintegration. As of February 1999, approximately 1,000 of the 3,000
ex-combatants originally at the Lungi Demobilization Centre had reported to
ECOMOG and now are temporarily located within Freetown. AL the meeting it was

/...




AN
-
'
]

>
S/139%/237
English
Page 3

that these ex-combatants should be accommodated and cared for
separately. It welcomed the offer by the Department for Intermational
Development of the Govermment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland to provide food and medical treatment for ex-combatants in the
disarmament, demobilization and reintegraticn programme and to assist in
measures to improve the camp security. The Department for Intermational
Develovment has also been providing food, at Lungi Garrison, for 600 dependants
of ex-combatants in the programme. The meeting also agresed that ex-cowbatants
would be relocated to Lungi following an overall improvement in the security

I

situation.

8. It may be noted that the two remaining UNOMSIL medical doctors have
provided medical assistance to some of the ex-soldiers in the disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration programme. This humanitarian gesture has been
appraciated by the Government, ECOMOG, ex-soldiers in the programme and the

.T 1 -

Civilian police

S. As described in my earlier reports, prior to the rebel attack on Freetown,
UNOMSIL civilian pelice had undertaken a wide range of activities to promote the
reconstitution of the police force in Sierra Leone. During the rebel attack on

reetown, more than 200 policemen and members of thelir families were killed, and
police equipment and infrastructure were destroyed, including the Criminal
Investigation Department headquarters and all its files, records and
documentation. The Pademba Road prison was also broken into and all of the
prisoners escaped, a situation which poses a serious security threat. This has
significantly impaired the Government’'s efforts to maintain law and order in the
city. As a result, the Government’'s plans to reorganize the pollce force will
require substantial extermal assistance.

ITI. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Activities of the Government of Sierra Leone

10. The Govermment of Sierra Lecne has continued to refine its policy with
regard to negotiations with the rebels, and to take initiatives accordinglv. Omn
7 January 1999, President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah met with Corporal Foday Sankoh, the
" leader of RUF, in an effort tc arrange a ceasefire. On 16 January, the
President issued a gtatement reiterating his readiness to pursue political
dialcgue and repeating his offer of amnesty to the rebels.

11. Omn 7 February 1959, President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah delivered a radic
broadcast in which he again indicated his readiness to engage in a dialogue with
the rebel leaders, and to allow Foday Sankoh to meet other RUF leaders, provided
that RUF accepted the legitimacy of the Government. The President stated thac
the Abidjan Peace Agreement of November 1596 (S/1996/1034) could be used as a
frame of reference for such a dialogue.

12. Om 21 February, President Kabbah addressed the pecple of Sierra Leone in a
naticnwide radic broadcast in which he called cn the Security Council,
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especially its permanent members, Lo exert pressure on those States and
individuals who continue to supply the weapcons and logistics which are being
used to kill Sierra Lecmeans. President Kabbah stated that it was no longer
enough for the Council to condemn the activities cf the rebels, but to considexr
the possibilicy of taking further action, not excluding the threat of force,
against the rebels in order to give effect to the Council’s previcus demands
that the rebels cease all viclence and sesk genuine dialogue for the restoration

of lasting peace and stability in Sierra Leone. 2resident Kabbah also
reasserted his Govermment’'s determination to defend the texritory of Sierra
Leone. President Xabbah’'s address has been circulated as a document of the

Security Council (S/1999/188) .

12. ©On 25 February, the Minister of Information, Communications, Tourism and
Culture reaffirmed the Government’'s commitment to dialogue with the resbels,
stressing the crucial impcertance of seeking the views and suggestions of the

civil society and expressing the Govermnment’s readiness to review the Abidjan
Peace Agreement in the light of the prevailing sittation.

14. On 28 February, President Kabbah again addressed the nation in a radio
broadcast in which he agreed that Foday Sankoh and RUF members could hold their
intermal consultations in Lomé or Bamako. He stressed that, following these
congultations, the RUF leader should be returned to Freetown to resume his
appeal against his conviction for treascon and related offences (see $/1998/1176,
para. 4). The President also called for the immediate release of all civilians
being held in detention by the rebels, including children and women whom they
had abducted during the recent attack on Freetown.

Activities of the United Naticns

15. In the aftermath of the rebel attack, my Special Representative, in close
congultation with the Govermments of Sierra Leone and of a number of ceountries
of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), initiated or
participated in a series of diplomatic efforts aimed at strengthening ECOMOG
while opening up dialogue with the rebels. Following the initial involvement o
the Govermment of Toge, the current Chairman of ECOWAS, and the Govermment of
Cbte d’Ivoire, my Special Representative vigited Abuja, Lomé and Accra towards
the end of January in order to help coordinate the ECOWAS response to the
crisis.

rh

16. These diplomatic activities culminated in the meeting, in Conakry, on

29 January, of the Heads of State of the three troop-contributing countries of
BCOMOG: Ghana, Guinea and Nigeria. At that meeting, President Rawlings,
President Conte and President Abubakar agreed on the need tc convene an ECOWAS
summit meeting on Sierra Leone, to be followed by a vizit by representatives of
the ECOWAS Committee of Six on Sierra Leone to New York to brief the Security
Council. The Committee of Six on Sierra Leone comprises those three countries,
ag well as Togo, Cdte d’'Ivoire and Liberia. The three Heads of State alsc
instructed their Minisgters for Foreign Affairs to develop a strategy for
puxsuing the dual-track apprcach cutlined in paragraph 15 above.

17. Following a visit to Freetown, £rom 13 to 16 February, for consultations
ich the Government, my Special Representative met with representatives of RUF

£
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in Abidjan on 21 February to ascertain the RUF commitment to the dialogue and
the peace process and to discuss how best to expedite the intermal RUF
consultaticns pursuant to President Kabbah's offer of a dialogue. These
discussions also dealt with a number of igsues, including the venue, format and
duration of the intermal RUF consultations; a ceasefire; respect for human
rights; and the provision of humanitarian assistance. The ocutcome of these
preliminary discussions is now being reviewed by the Govermment of Sierra Leone
and other members of ECOWAS. Should agreement be reached cn a venue for talks
outside Sierra Leone, it would be necessary to temporarily 1ift the ban on the
travel of RUF leaders imposed by Securitv Council resclution 1132 (189%97) of

8 COctober 1997.

rRelations between Sierra Leone and Liberia

18. In response to repeated allegations that the Government of Libexria was
supporting the Sierra Lecnean rebels (see S/1999/20, paras. 14 and 15), the
Liberian Government issued a statement, circulated as document S/195%/132, on
the conflict in Sierra Leone. In the statement, the Government reaffirmed its
recognition of the Government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbkah as the legitimate
Government of Sierra Leone, and stated further that it had not and would not
support, nor be a party to, any attempt to destabilize the Republic of Sierra
Leone or any other country.

13. The Government of Liberia alsc announced in its statement that it had
launched an effort to repatriate and offer amnesty to Liberians fighting in
Sierra Leone and, as a matter of urgency, regquested the United Nations to assist
the Govermments of Sierra Leone and Liberia in identifying, documenting and
processing Liberians f£ighting in Sierra Leone for an organized repatriatiom.

The Government of Liberia alsc remnewed its regquest to the Security Council to
approve the deployment of United Nations monitcors alcong with ECOMCG forces at
the Liberia/Sierra Leone border in the light of repeated allegations of illegal
shipments of arms to the rebels.

IV. HUMAN RIGHTS

20. In late January and early February, UNOMSIL human rights officers visited
Freetown to conduct an assessment of the situation there. The assessment t=am
travelled extensively within the city and interviewed numerous people, including
victimg of mutilations and other human rights vioclations. Members of the tesam
witnessed violations during their visit. TUNOMSIL human rights officers have
also continued to monitor the gituation in the rest of the country and have
undertaken a range of technical assistance activities.

21. The team found that the ultimate responsibility for the fighting, for most
of the civilian casualties and for the related humanitarian emerxgency in
Freetown rested with the rebel forces. Though it was impessible to state with

precision the actual number of civilian casualties, most estimates put the total
casualty figure at between 3,000 and 5,000, including rebel fighters and ECOMOG
and CDF combatants. It is feared that at least 2,000 of those cagualties were
civilian inhabitants of Freetown. Many civilians were killed while being used
by the rebels as human shields in combat, or because they reportedly refused to




<7 e

ot 0
=}
late]
-
1
MW

ee to demonstrate in favour of the rebels. Many ware

reeats
to protect family members from death or rape, or while
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22. Much of the killing seems to have been arbitrary and to have been carried
out by child fighters or rebel fighters under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
However, there is also evidence that some of the murders were targeted,
including, r=pcrtedly, the murder of 200 police personnel. The Solicitor
Caneral was killed during the fighting, as were the Resident Minister for the
North, an adviser to President Xabbah and at least two jourmalists. Other
victims who appear to have been deliberately targeted include senior officials
of the Sierra Leonean National Commission for Democracy and Human Rights, the
Council of Churches and the National Commissicn for Rehabilitation,
Reconstruction and Reintegration, as well as Nigerian nationals.

23. BAccording to medical sources interviewed by the human rights assessment
team, many hundreds of civilians were treated for the amputation of limbs ox
other forms of mutilation, including some 70 at Connaught Hospital alcne. It is
feared that hundreds of other victims of mutilation did not survive to seek
traatment. Victims of amputation and mutilation included men, women and
children, some as young as six years old. The mutilations were usually
inflicted with machetes or axes. During February, there was a sharp drop in
reported incidents of mutilation by rebel elements in areas where they are
located.

24. There have been reports of widespread rape and other forms of sexual abuse
by rebel elements in Freetown and Makeni. In Freetown, eyewitnesses reported
incidents of violent group rape of young wemen and girls rounded up by the

rebels for that heinous purpose. Many rape victims were reported to have been
subsequently abducted, mutilated oxr killed.

25 A sgsignificant number of the rebel combatants were children. Reports were
received of death and injuries being inflicted by boys as yvoung as eight to
11 years old.

26. The rebels abducted a large but unverifiable number of pecple in Freetown
and other places they attacked. By wmid-February, child care agencies reported
that some 2,000 children had gone missing in Freetown alone since € January.
Agency staff said they had witnessed the abhduction by rebels of some 300 of
these children. Escapees reported that abducted boys were gselected for traiaing
ds fighters, or used as porters. Women and girls were taken for sexual purposes
or to cook food. A small number of prominent Sierra Leonean personalities and
foreigners were also abducted, including the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Freetown. Foreign abductees included several Indian workers, Roman Catholic
mins of Indian and Kenyan natiocmality and one Spanish and one French jourmalist.
Though some managed to escape, at least eight abductees were killed and two
seriously injured. Rebels continue to hold Roman Catholic Mission personnel
abducted at Makeni and Kambia.

27. Rebel forces were also responsible for the deliberate widespread
destruction of civilian property and public utilities in Freetown and othex
locations, such as Makeni and Kambia. In the centre of Freetown, about
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20 per cent of the housing stock was destroved, with as much as 90 per cent
destroved in the easterm outskirts of the city. Scome public facilities appear
te have been deliberately demclished, including police stations, the Pademba
Road prison, the Nigerian High Commission and UNOMSIL headquarters. The
residences of human rights activists, lawyers, jourmalists and Government
officials were alsc targeted, as well as churches, mosgues and hospitals.

28. Evewitnesses interviewed by the assessment team also reported summary

executions of alleged rebels or rebel sympathizers by ECOMOG scldiers.
Persistent reports were received of executions in various parts of Freetown,
sometimes carried out after a curszory interrcgation. One alleged victim of
summary execution was an eight-year-old boy caught in possession of a pistol.
Members of the assessment team witnessed an executicn at Connaught Hospital con
3 February by men in ECOMOG uniforms. Members of CDF are also accused of
mistreating civilians during the crisis in Freetown. ECOMOC jets attacking
Fraetown during the fighting are also repcrted to have caused civilian
casualties. ECOMOG soldiers also detained and physically mistreated national
staff members of a number of humanitarian NGOs and the Intermational Committee
of the Red Cross, apparently accusing them, without evidence, of being rebel
collaborators. ECOMCG High Command has subsequently indicated to my Special
Representative their intention to investigate these allegations and to take
corrective action as necessary.

29. TUNOMSIL continues to provide technical assistance to the National
Commission for Democracy and Human Rights and the National Forum for Human
Rights to assist them in carrying out their human rights monitoring, repoerting
and advocacy activities within Sierra Leone. It also works closely with the
humanitarian community to ensure that they integrate issues of human rights into
their current activities.

30. Facilitated by UNOMSIL, a Human Rights Committee for Sierra Leone has been
temporarily established in Conakry, comprising the Sierra Leonean National
Commission for Democracy and Buman Rights, the National Forum for Human Rights,
United Nations agencies, humanitarian organizations and UNOMSIL. The Committee
is facilitating the active participation of the human rights communitcy in the
process of peace-building in Sierra Leone. In the coming weeks, if possible,
significant activities of the Committee will be re-located tc Freetown.

V. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

31. Since my previous report, the humanitarian situation in Sierra Lecne has
drastically deteriorated, following the latest round of fighting, which
culminaced in the rebel attack on Freetown on 6 January 1559. The number of
refugees in neighbouring countriesg has increased to an estimated 450,000, wi
an estimated 700,000 intermally displaced persons. With ECOMOG expanding its
hold on the capital, the number of known wvulnerable displaced persons in
Freetown is now estimated at 200,000, out of which some 60,000 have sought
refuge in the national stadium.  Many more are living in abandoned churches and
schools.
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32. Following a recent eight-day tour of the region that included

CBre d’Ivecire, Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia, the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees, Sadako Ogata, has called for more support for

for
repatriation programmes in the region. She also discussed plans with Guinean
authorities to move 50,000 Sierra Leonean refugees away from the Guinean border
to prevent the camps from becoming rear bases for the rebels. The Eurcpean
Union and the United States of America have preomised 4 million dollars to aid
this operation. The estimated number of Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea toda:
stands at 350,000.

)

33. UNOMSIL has facilitated the delivery of humanitarian aid by making its
nelicopter and fixed-wing aixcraft available, to the extent pcossible, to United
Nations agencies and intermnational NGOs.

34. OQutside Freetown, OXFAM has identified 30,000 displaced persons living in
the Lungi peninsula. Further up country, approximately 50,000 intermally
displaced persons, who were reported to have fled Kenema during heavy fighting
between the rebel forces and ECOMOG in early February 198S, appear tc be
returning to the area. While there are no reliable reports from further inland
because of the insecure situation, thousands more are believed to have fled into
the bush.

35. The suffering of vulnerable civilian populations is exacerbated by
increasing levels of malnutrition, especially ameng children under five years cf
age. Preliminary surveys show that in some areas, as many as 25 per cent of the

children are suffering from acute malnutrition. Furthermore, appalling
sanitation conditions are rampant and health care is inadeguate. Diarrhoeal

diseases are on the rige in almeost all the accessible areas. In additicn, the
disruption of routine vaccination activities has increased the risk cf
epidemics. The town of Kailahun is believed to be the origin of the more than
400 measles cases now being identified among displaced perscns in Kenema. While

a vaccination campaign has begun in Xenema, with 10,000 doses of antigen .
provided by UNICEF, many children are out of reach of the humanitarian
community. Meanwhile, doctors and nurses at Connaught Hospital and elsewhers
are struggling to treat about 500 victims of amputation and mutilation requiring
extreme surgery. Lastly, approximately 1,750 children have been reported
missing by their families. Very few have been reunited, while many are believed
to be trapped in inaccessible areas.

36. The humanitarian community’s ability to provide relief to these populations
continues to be impaired by the ongoing hostilities and resultant insecurity.
Following the widespread looting and destruction of humanitarian offices,
warehouses, vehicles and relief supplies, humanitarian activities remain
drastically reduced. Approximately two thirds of the country, roughly all of
the territory north of Port Loko, Bo and Kenema, remains inaccessible by road.
This has confined humanitarian interventions to the peninsula and the scuthern
and western provinces, leaving thousands of Sierra Lecneans without basic

assistance. The provision of humanitarian assistance to the needy is todav
being carried out, at great cost, by air. Meanwhile, the World Food Programme

(WFP) has warned that if the roads to Fr=etown are not opened socon, allowing the

free flow of commercial imports and food from upcountry, food shortages in the
city could become mors acute within one to three weeks.

FAN
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37. Despite these constraints, the intermational humanitarian community has
continued cperations in accessible areas, particularly in the south wheze

programmes continue in Bo, Kenema, Pujehun and Moyamba. From Conakry,
intermational bumanitarian staff continue to make day trips into the capital

while national staff maintain a permanent presence in the city, where they work
in ccllaboration with their governmental humanitarian counterparts. The
humanitarian community’s capacity to carry relief supplies and personnel to
accessible arsas of the countrxy has been improved by the leasing of a helicopter
for that purpose by the European Community Humanitarian Office and the Unite
Stateg Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (ECHO/QFDA) .

38. In order to streamline operations, a 60-day humanitarian plan of action is
being finalized by the intermational humanitarian community in consultation wi
the Government. The plan is based on five basic operational reguirements.

These inmclude: full access by all humanitarian corganizations to communications
equipment; cooperation between the Government and humanitarian agencies;
hindered access for humanitarian assistance; effective coordination with
military and security forces; and the establishment of a forward logistics base
at Lungil Airport. Because the plan uses existing assets, considerable progress
has already been achieved. Approximately 140,000 metric tons of food has been
distributed to vulnerable groups in Freetown with an additiconal 100,000 reaching
accessible upcountry populations. A total of 21 clinics and fouxr hospitals in
Freetown are fully operational with support from United Natioms agencies and
partners, and more than 1,300 rolls of plastic sheeting and 40,000 blankets are
now available in Freetown for distribution.

-
Lol

39. The humanitarian community is committed to continuing its work of providing
assistance in spite of insecurity and the difficult working environment. Relief
workers and the civilian population need your support in continuously calling on
all parties to the comflict to re-commit themselves to respecting intermational
humanitarian law by: recognizing the neutrality and impartiality of all
humanitarian organizations; fully guaranteeing the absolute safety and security
of humanitarian personnel, including relief items and equipment; and calling
upon the Govermment of Sierra Leone to confirm its willingness to permit the
unimpeded flow of humanitarian assistance to all parts of the country.

VI. TFINANCIAL ASPECTS

40. The CGemneral Assembly, by its resolution 53/29 of 20 November 1998,
appropriated an amount of $22 million for the establishment and operation of the
Observer Mission for the period ending 30 June 1999. The rescurces provided by
the Assembly covered the Observer Mission’s start-up costs as well as its
maintenance at the full strength authorized by Security Council resoluticon
1181 (1998} of 13 July 1998.

1. Theraefor=, should the Council decide to extend the mandate of UNCMSIL, as

ecommended in paragraph 51 below, the cost of maintaining the Observer Mission
during the extension period will be well within the resources already provided
by the General Assembly.

TS
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42. As at 15 February 1999, unpaid assessed contributions to the UNOMSIL

special account amounted to $12.5 million. As at the same date, the total
ocutstanding assessed contributions for all peacekeeping operations amounted to
§1,666.6 million.

43 . With regard to the Trust Fund to Support United Nations Peacekeeping-

related Efforts in Sierra Lecne, contributions received as at 238 February 19%%

amounted to some $2.1 million, with authorized expenditure amounting to some

$0.1 million. ;

VII. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

44 . Sierra Leone continues to face an extremely complex and difficult situation

fraught with serious risks. Though ECOMOG has succeeded in driving the rebels

from Freetown and restoring order in its immediate vicinity, the capital ig '
still threatened by rebel forces in the peninsula.

45. I unreservedly strongly condemn the merciless murders, inhuman mutilations
and other appalling human rights violations perpetrated by the rebels on the

innocent civilian inhabitants of Freetown, and the widespread property damage !
they have inflicted. In the light of gome allegations that members of
pro-Government forces wmay also have been guilty of violations, I hope that the
Government will fulfil its assurances that such allegations will be investigated i
and welcome its assurances that these forces will adhere to intermational human
rights standards in the future.

46. Concern over violatioms of human rights and the prevention of further
viclations stand at the heart of the Sierra Lecnean conflict. For that reason,
and in view of the scale and enormity .of the violations inflicted recently in
Freetown, I intend to deploy an additional human rights officer to UNOMSIL.
This will enable the human rights component to expand its reporting and deepen
its coverage of human rights abuses in Sierra Leone, as well as to maintain its ‘
technical cooperation activities with Sierra Leonean human rights organizations. i

47. ECOMOG is to be congratulated on its success in repelling the rebels from

Freetown and restoring a measure of order to the city. I also commend the

Government of Mali for providing additional troops to ECOMOG and donor |
Governments, in particular the Netherlands, Canada, the United XKingdom and the 5
United States of America, for the logistical support they have provided and

continue to provide to ECOMOG.

1
48. In the meantime, I would urge the intermatiomal community te continue to
support ECOMOG logistically and to consider the provision of prompt bilateral

assistance to the Government of Sierra Leone in the creation of a new Sierra

Lecnean army to defend the country. The CGovernments of Nigeria and the Unite

Kingdom have taken the first steps in this regard.

49. The possible partial withdrawal of Nigerian forces from ECOMOG following
the elections in that country and the consequent effects con ECOMOGs military
effectiveness in Sierra Leone could regquire a major reappraisal of the
gituation. In particular, the dual track approach pursued so far, which




o n
B -
4]

'4
|A
1=

combines suppoxt for ECOMCOG military action te maintain law and order with a

willingness to negotliate with

1
the rebels,
n

may need to be reviewed.

The Securitv

Council mav wish to consider the implications of this important new potential

development.

50. I intend to pursue further with President Taylor some of the suggestions

contained in the statement of the Government of Liberia (5/1559/153).

Since

practical obstacles to the proposal to deploy United Nations monitors at the
border between Sierra Leone and Liberia remain, as deployment of the ECOMOG

forces required to protect them is unlikely,

o encourage the repatriation

51.. President Xabbah’'s decision tc allow the leader of RUF, Corporal
]

Foday Sankoh, to meet with rebel leaders in crder to develop a ccherent set cof

r

the steps taken by the CGovernment
disarmament and demobilization of Liberian
fightexs in Sierra Leone are welcome.

political demands, which would form the basis of subsequent negetiations with

the Government, is a bold and wvaluable initiative.

The United Nations will

continue to facilitate the conduct of talks through the provision of its good

offices as reguired.

52. The preliminary meeting my Special Representative held with representatives
of RUF in Abidjan on 21 February may have helped lay the groundwork for further
negotiations, which might be based on the Abidjan Peace Agreement signed in

November 19956 by the Govermment and RUF.
recognize the legitimacy of the Govermment,

In order to proceed, RUF must

agree to a ceasefire, renounce

viclence, especially attacks on civilians, and permit humanitarian access to the

areas they contrxcl under conditions of adeguate security.

53. As I indicated in my report of 7 Januarv (S$/1999/20, para.

UNCMSIL has

been substantially scaled back sgince its relocation to Conakry and now comprises
onily a small core of essential civilian and military persomnnel undexr the

leadership of my Special Representative (see annex).

The recent decision of the

Goverament to allow Foday Sankoh to meet with the RUF leaders in Lomé or Bamako
opens prospects for the start c¢f a dialogue which should be encouraged. Should
negotiations between the Govermment and the rebels take a favourable turn,
UNOMSIL should remain in a position where it is capable of rendering further

assistance to the peace process.
UNOMSIL's mandate for a further pericd of three months,
mandate will continue to be to provide informatiom to me,

I therefore recommend the extension
until 13 June
and through

of
1999, Its
me to the

Security Council, about the situation in Sierra Leone in its political,

military, security, human rights and humanitarian aspects;

to continue to liaise

closely with the Govermment of Sierra Leone and with ECOWAS and ECOMOG; to

explore, in close consultation with the Government,
with the rebels aimed at a peaceful settlement of the conflict;

ways of pursuing dialogue
to advise me on

further actions the United Nations could take in the event of developments in

and around Sierra Leone; and to stand ready to take quick action,
of such expansion as the Security Council may authorize,
implementation of any peace agreement.

on the basis
asgigt the

54. Im view of the improvement in the security situation in and around Frestown
days, it is my intention to re-establish UNOMSIL iz

achieved during the past few
Freetown as soon as possibkle.

At least initially,

the re-establishment will
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take place on a small scale and with strict attention to the sgecurity situation.
I thersfore intend to increase the current number of military cbhservers from

8 to 14, and to redeploy the necessary staff to support the relocation to
Freetown. In the meantime, the United Nations Development Programme and other

United Nations programmes and agencies have also been authorized to ra-establish
a limited presence in Freetown.

55. I take this opportunity toc express my appreciation to my Special
Representative, Francis G. Okelo, and hig staff. My thanks also go to the Chief
Military Observer, Brigadier-General Subhash C. Joghi and the military observer
of UNOMSIL, including those whe have been repatriated following the relccation
to Comakry. The valuable contribution made by the five civilian police

advisers, who have now been repatriated, also deserves recognition.
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United Nations Observer Miggion in Siexrra Leone: contributions
ag at 1 March 1398
Military
cbservers Others* Total
China - - ‘
sgype - - |
India ' 2 2 4
. Kenya i 1 1 f
KyrgyZstan 1 1 3
New Zealand - - f
Pakistan 1 1 ;
Russian Federation s 1 ;
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northerm Ireland 1 1
Zambila — - ;
TOTAL 7° 2 9 :

* Medical team.

® Including the Chief Military Observer.
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Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 1 - 17 May 1999

1. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

The period under review saw continuing debate on the political future of Sierra
Leone, as the RUF delegation in Lome ended in-house consultations and preparations
began for direct talks with the Government. Foday Sankoh's latest announcement that
the RUF would be ready to begin dialogue with the Government without pre-
conditions was viewed as a welcome initiative. Peace negotiations are expected to
begin before the end of the month, preceded by the ministerial and head of state
meetings on the 24th and 25th of May, under the auspices of "Committee of Seven".
The Committee of Seven will specifically consider the positions of both parties and
make recommendations for a framework for the talks.1

The Cease-fire Debate

Calls for a cease-fire to support the peace process have been made amongst
continuing doubts about the actions of both parties to the conflict. RUF forces
continue to be accused of severe human rights abuses, while the Government and
ECOMOG have been criticized by the RUF for continuing their offensive. However,
Sierra Leone civil society organizations and newspapers have questioned the wisdom
of a cease-fire agreement at a time when the rebels control large sections of the
country including resource-rich areas. The Government, on its part, said it would only
consider a cease-fire agreement with the RUF if and when the UN would deploy up
to 1,000 military observers to monitor the process, a commitment the UN Security
Council said it would not be prepared to make as a pre-condition to a cease-fire
agreement.

UN Security Council urges parties to talk

In a Presidential Statement on Sierra Leone released on 8 May, the UN Security
Council reiterated the importance of an overall political settlement and national
reconciliation as the only means to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict in
Sierra Leone. In this context, it welcomed the recent holding of internal talks by the
rebel delegation in Lome, and urged the GoSL and rebel representatives to start direct
talks without further delay and without preconditions. It called upon the rebels to
cease atrocities committed against civilians immediately, and for both sides to refrain
from any hostile or aggressive act or troop movement which could undermine the
peace process. The Council also called on the rebel leadership to release all hostages
and abductees without delay, and for both parties to commit to a cessation of
hostilities for the duration of the Lome talks.

UN increases support for humanitarian interventions

Recognising the serious humanitarian situation in the country, compounded by

http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/15892E5CDOAEE3D7C125677600553511 4/20/2004
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difficulties in accessing populations in need, the UN has provided a helicopter to the
Government to support its humanitarian operations. The helicopter, which is financed ~-

by the Trust Fund for Sierra Leone, comes with operational and maintenance support,
including two pilots and two engineers.

The UN Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) addressed the
National Consultative Forum constituted by Government Line Ministries, UN
humanitarian agencies and NGOs on the political process and its impact on the
humanitarian situation. Noting that humanitarian crises arise when political needs are
not adequately addressed, the Ambassador told the forum at its regular coordination
meeting on 10 May that the UN's main concern was to ensure that the dialogue
process was given a fair chance to succeed. He said he had recommended military
restraint to all parties for the duration of the talks so as to allow free movement of
civilians and access for humanitarian intervention. He also highlighted the role that
the UN has played in mobilising resources for the current emergency.

The Challenge of Lome

While a cross-section of Sierra Leoneans and sympathizers continue to hunger for a
peaceful resolution to the conflict, no group is more anxious for a successful outcome
of Lome than the direct victims of this brutal conflict. They are the internally
displaced who must face the current rainy season with little or no roofs over their
heads; the refugees across the Guinean border whose individual and collective
security continue to be threatened by the spill-over effects of the conflict; the farmers
and bread winners humiliated by the fact that they can no longer provide for their
dependants; and the children who have maimed and been maimed and whose
education has been consistently interrupted for almost a decade. As leaders of the
parties to the conflict meet in Lome, their sincerity will be tested on their ability to
hear the silent voices of these victims. There will be no greater failure than an
outcome that does not provide a stable environment within which the devastated and
incapacitated Sierra Leoneans could begin to heal and to mend their broken limbs and
fences.

2. Security

The last two weeks have seen a changing security situation in the country. While
ECOMOG and CDF forces have made some advances from the Western Area, new
RUF force movements have caused concern in the last week. The onset of the next
round of Lomé talks may have a considerable impact on security.

Freetown, The Western Area and The Northern Province

ECOMOG and CDF forces continued their push to open the main road from
Freetown to Guinea. By the 5th of May, it was possible for humanitarian staff to
travel to Masiaka and Rogberi junction. ECOMOG also stated at the time that it was
possible to continue to Port Loko, and then to Kambia. A UN Security mission
successfully traveled to Rogberi junction on Friday 7th May.

The recent fighting between Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko caused extensive damage
to property and reprisal attacks against the local population. Masiaka, the key town
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which controls Sierra Leone's main highways, had over 90% of its buildings damaged

or destroyed. Additionally, trenches had been dug in the road in several locations by -
captives of the RUF to impede the ECOMOG advance. These have since been

temporarily repaired by ECOMOG / CDF. The strategic Magbile bridge, which

allows onward travel to Rogberi junction, was taken intact. In addition to property

damage, the retreating rebel forces have been accused by civilians of committing

numerous human rights abuses (see Human Rights section, below). New arrivals of
war-wounded continue to be registered at the time of writing, which indicates that

insecurity is still considerable between Songo and Mile 38.

The Malian ECOMOG contingent at Port Loko was attacked by the RUF on Friday
7th May. Seven soldiers were killed and eleven injured. Three vehicles were also
destroyed. A second RUF attack on Port Loko was broken up by ECOMOG forces,
supported by the helicopter gunship. The Malian troops have since withdrawn from
Port Loko to Lungi, and have been replaced by Nigerian and Guinean troops. Other
RUF attacks were reported in five villages south of Port Loko.

RUF forces attacked the area around Songo (45 km from Freetown) on Thursday 13th
May. ECOMOG resisted the attack at Songo Junction, where an ECOMOG battalion
headquarters is located. ECOMOG claimed to have inflicted up to thirty casualties on
the attackers before they withdrew. A similar attack took place at Mile 38 on Friday
14th May.

The attacks near Port Loko and Songo provoked a security build-up in both Freetown
and Lungi, following speculation that both these areas were under threat. Large
numbers of CDF were moved to Lungi from Freetown, while patrols were stepped up
in Freetown itself. In the Northern Province, the only other remaining government
strongholds are Bumbuna, Kabala and Masingbi.

The Eastern Province

RUF forces in the Eastern Province have been pressuring ECOMOG forces in the
area. A large build up around Segbwema has been reported, with two main groups on
either side of the Segbwema - Bo road. It is not clear what the objectives of these
groups are.

The Southern Province

Attempts to open road access to Bo continue. The main Freetown-Bo highway is still
considered to be insecure between Masiaka and Mile 91. The alternative Songo-
Moyamba-Bo route is still not open to regular traffic, although occasional
commercial shipments have successtully used the route. Government states that it is
giving the opening of the roads its highest priority.

3. HUMAN RIGHTS

Recent missions have established a pattern of human rights abuses following recent
fighting, especially between Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko. It has not been possible
to assess the actual number of deaths, as the dead were buried swiftly. However,
documented cases of killings in the last three weeks indicate a similar pattern, where
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people are gathered into one village from surrounding areas, and then a number of
them are killed, tortured or abused. Women and children appear to be more ~
vulnerable to these abuses, as they are less able to escape. Twelve people were
reported killed in Madigba in the second week of May, including eight children.
Another thirteen women and children were reported killed in the village of
Mangarma, near Port Loko. Residents in areas around Masiaka claimed that scores of
people had been abducted from Masiaka alone. At least equal numbers are missing,
either presumed dead, abducted or still living in bush camps. Finally, the period
between 26 April and 16 May saw 42 new war-related cases arrive at Connaught
Hospital in Freetown, of whom 8 were amputees. Additionally, in three documented
cases, children were found with severe axe wounds to the head.

The first substantive meeting of the ECOMOG Civil Military Relations Committee
took place at the ECOMOG Headquarters on 11 May. The Committee was set up last
month by the ECOMOG Force Commander, Major-General Felix Mujakperuo to
investigate allegations of human rights abuses by ECOMOG personnel. At the
meeting, members decided to extend their scope to cover violations by other pro-
government armed groups such as the Civil Defence Forces and the Sierra Leone
Army. The Committee also resolved to hold workshops and seminars to sensitize
members of the public about their rights and explain procedures for filing complaints
if aggrieved by the security forces. This latest initiative will play a significant role in
restoring the public's confidence in the security forces. The UNOMSIL Human
Rights Unit has chosen observer status in the committee in order to maintain
independence and impartiality with regard to local judicial processes and procedures.

4. HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS

Emerging Humanitarian Concerns

Masiaka and surroundings

As ECOMOG continued its military advance beyond Waterloo town, inter-agency
rapid assessment missions have been carried out in Songo, Mile 36, Mile 38, Masiaka
and surrounding villages. Initial reports indicate that the occupation of the RUF
caused considerable suffering amongst the civilian population, who were either
forced to support the rebel forces, or to live in bush camps. Those currently in the
main villages appear to have nutritional and medical problems which must be
assessed in greater detail when security permits. At the time of visiting, Masiaka
town was still empty. Concentrations of displaced were seen at Mile 36 and Mile 38,
closer to ECOMOG positions. ECOMOG and villagers estimated that another 5,000
to 10,000 people were still subsisting in the bush. Recent insecurity continues to
prevent large scale humanitarian work. In particular, humanitarian agencies fear that
emergency resources may draw further attack.

Tasso Island

Humanitarian needs have developed on Tasso Island in the Western Area. The
Epidemic Rapid Intervention Team made up of MOHS and WHO undertook an
assessment mission this month to investigate reports of diarrhoea, dysentery and
cholera on the [sland. According to their report, the outbreaks were caused by a lack
of good water supply, poor environmental sanitation and over-crowding by [DPs. The
problem was further compounded by the lack of drugs in the area. About 5,000
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displaced people are said to have joined the host population of 2,500 on this small
[sland. Deaths resulting from diarrhoea and dysentery amounted to 23 by end of
April, a case fatality rate of 6.6 per cent. During the mission, the team treated 1,104
patients at the Community Health Post. Emergency response by health agencies and
the MOHS will include: immediate support to the local community health services;
health education campaign on cholera prevention and control; and a rapid nutritional
assessment of the vulnerable IDPs. International Medical Corps (IMC) has agreed to
lead emergency activities in the area, with support from UNICEF and other agencies.
OXFAM and ACF have been requested to assist with WATSAN activities. The
existing eight wells in the area are adequate to serve the entire population of 7,500
but will need rehabilitation.

Refugees in Guinea/Gbalamuya/Kambia/Pamelap

UN-HACU in Forecariah reports that the animosity against Sierra Leone refugees in
Guinea after the rebel attack on Mola was gradually dying down. The UNHCR and
local authorities appear to be effectively managing the situation through sensitization
programmes for host and refugee populations. Security at the camp has also been
reinforced. The Mola incident triggered some population movements from other
camps, particularly Faramoia, some 30 km from Mola. Vehicular traffic from
Forecariah to Pamelap increased in the last week as some of the refugees headed back
to Sierra Leone via Dakhagbe border. Most of the refugees are believed to be moving
in the direction of the Pamelap border area, while others are aiming to reach Lungi
and Freetown. IDPs who sought refuge in villages close to the border following the
attack on Kambia in February have also been reported to be moving further inland,
away from the major routes. An increasing number of [DPs appear to be returning to
settlements along Gbalamuya-Kambia route. Aid workers reported food scarcity and
signs of moderate malnutrition among some of the displaced, especially children and
the elderly. Security in the area of Kambia continues to be uncertain, as access to the
area is restricted.

Makeni

Interviews with refugees indicated that a food crisis may be developing in Makeni.
Signs of malnutrition among civilian populations in the area were also reported.
Rebels continue to maintain their hold on the town and surrounding villages.
Although reports of atrocities against civilians are rare, widespread abductions and
training of captives are said to be common practice. The area remains out of the reach
of humanitarian agencies.

Non-food Items

Rains and Roofs

Agencies have two objectives as the rains approach. The first is to provide assistance
for reconstruction and rehabilitation of damaged or destroyed houses in areas that
have recently become accessible and relatively safe for resettlement. The second is to
provide temporary shelter for the displaced whose areas of origin remain unsafe.
While priority is given to emergency shelter needs, the government and agencies
continue to explore the options for resettlement where possible. According to the
Ministry of Housing, up to 5,000 houses were destroyed in the Greater Freetown
area.

Agencies have divided affected areas into zones to ensure adequate coverage. During
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the first week of May, CRS began distribution of food-for-work rations, bush sticks,
nails and zinc sheets to assist 401 resettling households in Calaba Town. To date,
CRS has distributed approximately 30 MTs of Title II food, 9,000 packets of nails
and 800 bundles of zinc in the area. This initiative is the first of a series of emergency
housing reconstruction activities aimed at rehabilitating the devastated eastern part of
the peninsula, parts of which had up to 75 % of their structures burned down. CRS
also plans to re-roof 110 low-cost housing units destroyed during the rebel incursion
into Freetown in January. Construction contractors have been identified and work is
expected to start during this month.

On 8 May, World Vision International (WVI) commenced distribution of building
materials to families rebuilding 350 houses in eastern Freetown. As at 9 May, 112
family heads had received corrugated iron sheets, roofing, nails and bush sticks.

CARE is also providing construction materials to the war affected people in eastern
Freetown.

Concern Worldwide (CW) has accelerated its work as the rains approach. At the time
of writing, they reported completion of construction work at some of the IDP sites:
Parade Grounds (160 rooms/10 kitchens/one Palava Hut); Mandella Playing Fields
(72 rooms/5 kitchens/one Palava Hut); Approved School (40 rooms/20 kitchens); and
Murray Town (32 rooms/10 kitchens). Construction work is ongoing at the Approved
School and Murray Town locations where additional booths have been planned.

The specifications of all emergency temporary shelters are as per Ministry of
Housing regulations. Bushsticks are used for skeletal structures. CW's plastic
sheeting is used for partitions and walls while USAID contribution is used for
roofing. With an estimated eight persons per room, Concern Worldwide reported
temporary shelter provision to 4,928 persons by the time of this review.

The shelter situation at the Waterloo camp is also being addressed by CW. The camp,
which is managed by the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA),
formerly accommodated about 14,000 displaced people including 1,500 Liberian
refugees and 984 amputees and caretakers. The populations vacated the camp during
the December attack. Since ECOMOG secured the area, new influxes from the
nearby towns of Newton, Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko, have joined those who
returned to the camp. After an assessment of the camp on 7 May, CW reported that
371 of the 1,568 original booths had been damaged and more than 1,000 were
without appropriate roofing. They have begun rehabilitation of the booths with
CARE providing the plastic sheeting. With the construction of an additional 400
booths, up to 15,000 people can be accommodated at the camp.

With relative security around Waterloo, ADRA reports that it has fully resumed
normal relief operations in the camp, including general camp management, running
the camp clinic, organizing feeding programmes for malnourished children, and
distribution of VGF rations provided by WFP. They will also assist CW in the
rehabilitation and construction of shelters at the camp. A WFP-led exercise has
registered and verified close to 9,000 displaced residents at the camp. Resettlement
and relocation of the caseload at the Post Office Community Centre and surrounding
villages will begin after a registration and verification exercise which is being
coordinated by CRS, WFP and the Evangelical Fellowship of Sierra Leone (EFSL).
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Concerned that the number of IDPs in the Greater Freetown area currently exceed
shelters available, the NCRRR has appealed to agencies with the capacities and
resources to step in and assist ongoing efforts. Two new sites have been identified in
Calaba Town. CRS and EFSL have indicated their interest in providing assistance for

the new sites. Cause Canada has resources for camp construction in Bo, Freetown and
possibly Kenema.

Non-food items continue to be distributed at the various IDP sites. CARE has 5,000
sets of items available after a recent distribution at the camps. The Christian
Children's Fund which operates in central Freetown has also provided non-food items
including mats, clothing, blankets and toiletries to some 10,000 beneficiaries at
various displaced centres, hospitals and clinics.

Health Interventions

Bonthe District

An inter-agency assessment mission to Bonthe on 8 May determined that the hospital
and clinics were in reasonable condition and that the EPI support given to health staff
there had paid off. The mission, which included UNICEF, HACU and WVI, said the
hospital was poorly equipped. UNICEF provided two hospital kits, and will provide
further equipment and logistical support for the District Medical Officer and his team.
They will also assist in revitalizing two additional PHUs on the Island. The Ministry
of Health and Sanitation (MOHS) will provide a generator for the cold chain and seek
to address the acute staffing problem there. There are only two to three nurses on the
Island.

On 7 May, WVI sent a consignment of medical supplies to support its health
programmes in Bonthe District. WVI is expanding its health programme to Imperi
and Jong chiefdoms in the second phase of the project which began this month. Two
PHUs will be supported in Imperi, and three MCH posts in Jong, Kpandakemo and
Nogoba Bullom chiefdoms. Measles immunization campaigns are ongoing in the
various chiefdoms, in addition to basic health activities in the six clinics already
supported.

According to UNICEF, two significant events in the health sector during this period
included the first EPI coordination meeting this year. The meeting, which had a
strong NGO and Government representation, identified key issues requiring urgent
intervention, including the issue of fees being charged for immunization despite a
health policy that all EPI services should be free of charge, and the issue of safety of
injections. On the first issue, agencies agreed to speak to staff and to support social
mobilization and sensitization programmes which would inform communities of their
right to free immunization services. With regard to the second issue, the meeting
agreed that the current policy of using sterilizable equipment was unsatisfactory as
sterilization was time-consuming and difficult under present circumstances. It was
decided that single-use injection materials should be introduced for the next six
months. UNICEF is making efforts to bring the required materials into the country
and has requested other partners with the resources in-country to assist.

On 15 May, MSF-B and MOHS undertook a re-supply mission to Kabala by

helicopter. The team carried one-month drugs and medical supplies for the hospital
and four health centres. One medical doctor and a dispenser have now taken up
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residence in the town to begin health operations. MSF-B said it would continue

regular helicopter visits to the area. The next mission will carry vaccines in -
preparation for an immunization campaign against the measles outbreak there.

MSF-F reported a significant increase in the number of war-wounded arriving at
Connaught hospital in the last two weeks (see security section). This is largely due to
recent rebel activities between Songo and Masiaka, although some victims have
arrived from Port Loko. A total of 88 new surgeries were performed in the last two
weeks. MSF-F acknowledged ECOMOG's efforts in bringing some of the victims to
the hospital in time to save their lives. Handicap International reported that it had
provided 150 pairs of crutches and 47 wheel chairs to war-wounded patients in its
care. With the assistance of Concern Worldwide, it plans to set up a rehabilitation
unit at the Murray Town camp for patients who will be given prosthesis.

In Kenema District, MERLIN continues to support the District Health Team and 10
PHU's. An additional PHU at Giema is also being supported. Assistance to two more
PHU's at Hangha and Largo is being offered on a mobile basis following recent
insecurity in the area. MERLIN is also operating three emergency clinics for IDPs
located at Baama/Konta, the Lebanese School in Kenema and those at the St. Joseph's
school in Blama. The measles isolation unit in Blama has now been closed as there
are no more cases reported. Support for the paediatric ward at the Kenema hospital is
ongoing.

Contrary to recent reports of a drug shortage in Bo, MERLIN confirmed that medical
supplies in Bo were sufficient to meet current needs. The next round of supplies will
be sent at the end of this month. The Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) is re-
activating clinics in Bo and Kenema and also plans to airlift drugs to both locations.

CRS supports three mobile medical teams in the accessible parts of the southern
province who operate outreach clinics in three rural chiefdoms not covered by the
national health system. During the period under review, these teams were able to
access and treat 800 patients. More than 1,500 people in the area also benefited from
health education programmes.

Nutrition:

ACF continues nutritional programmes in operational areas. At the time of reporting,
a total of 130 severely malnourished children were being treated at the Therapeutic
Feeding Centre (TFC) in eastern Freetown. This represents an increase of 18 cases in
the last two weeks. On 3 and 4 May, ACF conducted nutritional screening in
Waterloo. Of the 376 children screened, 80 were found to be moderately
malnourished while another 16 severely malnourished were admitted at the TFC.
Nutritional screening is being planned for Newton and Songo areas where
populations are starting to return. Screening programmes will also be undertaken for
the Masiaka area as soon as the security situation improves. Dry ration distribution
continues at four centres in Freetown for some 1,451 beneficiaries. ACF plans to set
up a dry ration centre in Waterloo town within the next few weeks. An assessment of
Barma/Konta (Kenema District) found 15 severely malnourished children who were
transferred to Bo. Finally, data on new surveys in Bo and Yele will be made available
in the next sitrep.
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In Kenema District, MERLIN is providing therapeutic feeding at three sites,

including Kenema hospital, Nongowa clinic and in Blama. By mid May, there were a -
total of 330 patients in all the centres. Supplementary feeding programmes are run

from Kenema and Blama for over 2,000 beneficiaries.

Water and Sanitation

Watsan activities are ongoing in different IDP camps in Freetown and in Waterloo.
At the Waterloo camp, ACF provided a 45-cubic meter water tank which will be
connected to the dam. It also repaired seven pumps and constructed emergency
latrines.

OXFAM continues to appeal for space for the construction of latrines at the
Approved School camp which currently lacks toilet facilities. The Deputy
Commission of NCRRR, Mr. Kanja Sesay, will address the issue with the relevant
ministry.

The water problem at Parade Grounds camp is being addressed by the Water and
Sanitation Division (WSD) in collaboration with OXFAM. UNICEF is also willing to
assist if necessary.

The Christian Children's Fund (CCF) has donated garbage clearing and sanitary tools
to the health and sanitation committee at the National Stadium.

Agencies involved in WATSAN activities are currently preparing their work plans
for better coordination of WATSAN interventions at this critical period of the cholera
season. The plans will be reviewed on a quarterly basis to highlight progress and
constraints.

The water treatment plant and the two main pumps in Bo have not been functioning.
There is also a need for fuel to restore water supply. MSF-B has offered to contribute
Le5 million towards the repair of the pumps. The Government is also undertaking
some measures to solve the problem. NGOs have been requested to assist with the
cost of fuel which is estimated at Le 8 million. The European Union is willing to
provide some funds through NGOs. ACF, MSF-B, OXFAM and WSD are meeting to
work out the modalities for appropriate WATSAN intervention in the town. Also,
CARE has commenced well construction in the area.

In Pujehun district, CRS is in the process of supporting six rural communities to
construct or rehabilitate 10 wells and 20 latrines and to train and equip community
maintenance teams.

WVI continues to provide Watsan assistance in Bonthe district through the cleaning
of wells and installation of pumps and pulleys. As at end of April, 22 wells had been
rehabilitated in the chiefdoms of Yawbeko, Kpandakemo and Jong. They plan to
rehabilitate a total of 65 wells in the District.

Food Aid

Food aid intervention in areas outside Freetown have continued to be constrained by
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the closure of the Freetown-Bo highway and harassment of aid workers at various
checkpoints. Recognising the consequences of these problems on vulnerable -
populations who are now facing a food crisis in Bo and Kenema, food aid agencies
intensified efforts to seek a speedy solution to the problem. On 13 May, the interim
UN Humanitarian Coordinator Mr Kingsley Amaning led an inter-agency team to a
meeting with the Minister of Presidential Affairs, Mr. Momodou Koroma and the
Secretary to the President, Dr. James Allie, who chairs the Government humanitarian
taskforce. Mr. Amaning said the team was seeking the Government's assistance in
finding a common solution to a shared problem: that of facilitating the delivery of
emergency and commercial food to the Southern Province in particular. WFP
Representative Patrick Buckley explained the food situation in the country, noting
that over 100,000 MTs of food were imported to the country during 1998. Thus far in
1999, well under half of the normal requirement had been delivered. He advised the
Government to seek alternative ways of meeting this year's shortfall, and said WFP
would be willing to support initiatives aimed at increasing bilateral donations. He
also told the officials that both relief and commercial trucks were being asked to pay
unnecessary levies at checkpoints. The Government acknowledged that some
problems had been reported to them, and stated it was willing to take necessary steps
to address this situation. A number of follow up meetings have taken place to clarify
clearance procedures, and further develop security procedures.

As the primary route between Freetown, Bo and Kenema continues to be unavailable
for movement of relief goods, food aid agencies continue to pursue the possibility of
using secondary options, particularly the Freetown-Nitti route. As part of its effort to
address the problem, WFP has chartered a vessel for Food aid agencies to move
substantial quantities of food required to address the needs of populations in Bo and
Kenema for a one-month period. The boat is expected to begin operations before the
end of the month. The Sierra Leone Roads Association (SLRA) has been provided
with the necessary materials for the repair of the road between Nitti and Bo.
Meanwhile, agencies will continue to prioritize vulnerable groups in Bo and Kenema
with the remaining food stocks in Bo. WFP, WVI and CARE currently have
sufficient quantities for Therapeutic and Supplementary Feeding Centres and for
institutional feeding programmes.

With regard to the recent ECOMOG requirement for all food consignments to be de-
stuffed and searched at the Freetown Port, WFP has written a letter to the appropriate
authorities requesting that containers are searched only at the warehouse to avoid
unnecessary delays, losses and extra labour costs.

On 4 May, WVI led an overnight verification at the Approved School camp. A total
of 10,981 people were registered but due to security problems, an additional 4,000
people were not registered. The CFA has formally requested the NCRRR to
guarantee security arrangements for such an exercise that takes place during curfew
hours.

On 12 and 13 May, WVI carried out vulnerable group feeding to 3,196 IDPs at the
Bailor Barrie camp in Kissy. The food was provided by USAID.

WEP completed verification of IDPs at the Waterloo camp last week and will
distribute two-week food rations to 8,953 beneficiaries on 18 May.
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Agriculture:

The Agricultural Technical Committee chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Environment has been holding a series of meetings to discuss the 1999
cropping season within the context of continuing insecurity and accessibility
constraints. As part of an effort to better coordinate activities in the sector, and to
identify existing gaps, input distribution forms are being sent to operational agencies
to update the Agriculture Database currently maintained by UN-HACU.

AFRICARE is continuing to support agricultural activities in Kenema District. It
recently extended programmes to the lower Dama chiefdom where programmes were
suspended in December 1998 due to the deterioration of security. Food production
and seed distribution activities have also been extended to Blama where beneficiaries
are receiving cassava cuttings, seed rice, groundnuts and vegetables. For this planting
season, AFRICARE is targeting a total of 7,000 farming families in Bo, Pujehun and
Kenema.

Also in the southern province, CRS is implementing an agricultural recovery project
with a caseload of about 5,000 farming families in four chiefdoms. Distribution of
upland seed rice and tools to approximately 2,000 farmers started in early May, while
groundnut seeds and cassava cuttings will be distributed to households and
community groups as soon as possible.

WVI has completed registration of 2,000 farming families in Sorogbema and
Makpele chiefdoms in Pujehun district for distribution of seeds and tools. They have
also planned the provision of inputs for roots and tuber production for 736 acres in
Mattru Jong, 98 acres in Torma Bum and 220 acres in Kenema.

CAD will be commencing its initial distributions in Loko Massama in the next two
weeks, security allowing.

Child Protection

As of mid May, UNICEF registered a total of 3,384 children missing since January
1999 in the Freetown area. Some 517 of those documented had been found and
reunified with their families, leaving another 2,767 still missing. Social workers
continue to visit the families of all registered missing children. In the last two weeks,
the team identified 149 children who had returned to their homes. ADRA reported
that it has had to intensify its family tracing and reunification programme in
collaboration with UNICEF and other agencies in order to adequately respond to the
escalation of rebel atrocities on children.

Over 500 cases of gross child rights violations have now been registered. Support to
these children is provided through a consortium of organizations under the Child
Protection Network. The CCSL Secretariat, which is supported by UNICEF, is in the
process on finalising its quarterly report on child rights violations.

A number of agencies and the Ministry of Social Welfare attended a meeting in

Liberia on the issue of separated Sierra Leonean children in refugee camps. The aim
was to examine cross border tracing and reunification between Guinea, Liberian and

http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/15892ESCDOAEE3D7C125677600553511 4/20/2004



ReliefWeb: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 1 - 17 May 1999 Page 12 of 13
<7

Sierra Leone. The meeting proposed that a centralised database be created for the
three countries to facilitate family tracing.

UNICEEF recently signed an agreement with the Irish NGO GOAL, to provide
services to street children in Freetown. GOAL is working in collaboration with the
City Council. A proposal to carry out a situation analysis of street children in
Freetown and Bo is currently being finalised.

The International Rescue Committee's (IRC) Child Protection Division is beginning
programmes aimed at meeting the psychosocial needs of children and youth in IDP
centres. Recognising that children and youth have a complex set of needs in addition
to those of basic survival, the programmes attempt to address needs through a
comprehensive approach, including education, recreation and healing programmes.
Support for temporary formal and non-formal education in IDP centres, within the
existing child protection framework will meet immediate needs while facilitating
continued education once children are resettled in their communities. Recreation
activities, coordinated by IDPs themselves, provide a basis for healthy development.
Healing progammes, as an extended service, will address the needs of those who have
difficulties coping with their experiences.

At the beginning of the month, CRS began supporting 25 non-formal education
centers for over 3,000 at-risk youth in Freetown. These centers, which cater to
displaced, orphaned, street and other disadvantaged children were forced to close
following the rebel incursion into Freetown in January. CRS will support the centers
with food aid, reconstruction material and education/recreational items.

Refugees

Verification of Liberian refugees in Freetown, Bo and Kenema continued throughout
the period being reviewed. UNCHR reported that it was still in the process of
determining the number of refugees willing to be repatriated. By end of this period, it
had verified a total of 3,790 in Freetown and Waterloo. Only 15 per cent of this
number have indicated their interest to be repatriated.

For comments/contributions, please contact: Ahunna Eziakonwa, Humanitarian
Affairs Officer (Information)
Email: aeziaki@hotmail.com; Tel: 232 22 227764/227759
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A. Diamonds

1. Diamonds have become an important resource for Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in sustaining and
advancing its military ambitions. Estimates of the volume of RUF diamonds vary widely, from as little as $25 million per
annum to as much as $125 million. Whatever the total, it represents a major and primary source of income for the RUF, and
is more than enough to sustain its military activities.

2. A certain volume of RUF diamonds are traded in Kenema and elsewhere in Sierra Leone. These are most likely smuggled
out of the country. Some RUF diamonds have also been traded informally in Guinea. But the bulk of the RUF diamonds
leave Sierra Leone through Liberia. The diamonds are carried by RUF commanders and trusted Liberian couriers to Foya-
Kama or Voinjama, and then to Monrovia. Such trade cannot be conducted without the permission and the involvement of
Liberian government officials at the highest level. Very little Liberian trade, in fact, whether formal or informal, takes place
without the knowledge and involvement of key government officials. This is true of all imports, and where exports are
concemned, it is especially true of diamonds

3. The Lomé Peace Agreement appointed Foday Sankoh Chairman of the Commission for the Management of Strategic
Mineral Resources (CMRRD). Between the time he returned to Sierra Leone in 1999 and the resumption of hostilities in May
2000, the Commission never actually functioned, but Foday Sankoh spent money lavishly, without an obvious source of
income. Sankoh was, in fact, encouraging a wide variety of potential foreign investors, many thinking they would reap
exclusive benefits from the same things. A picture emerges of a double-dealing leader, clutching at financial opportunities for
personal and political gain, outside of the governmental framework in which he was ostensibly working. Most of this related
to the diamond trade.

4. The report comments on Sierra Leone's new certification system. Where the RUF's conflict diamonds are concerned, the
legitimate export system Is largely irrelevant. As long as there are no controls in neighbouring countries, the RUF will
continue to move their diamonds out with impunity. For this reason, it is imperative that a standardized global certification
scheme be introduced as soon as possible.

5. A major difficulty in tracking the movement of rough diamonds, whether conflict or otherwise, is the inconsistent manner
in which the governments of major trading centres record diamond imports and exports. One issue has to do with the general
availability of statistics. Another has to do with a distinction made between 'country of origin' and 'country of provenance'.
Country of provenance refers to the country from which diamonds were last imported; country of origin indicates where they
were mined. Until recently, little serious attention was paid anywhere to the issue of where diamonds were actually mined.
The result is a wide range of anomalies. For example, 41 per cent of British rough diamond imports in 1999 were said to
originate in Switzerland, while Switzerland officially imports almost no rough diamonds at all. This is a consequence of
diamonds passing through Swiss free trade areas, until recently without record and without serious government oversight.

6. In its search for conflict diamonds from Sierra Leone, the Panel discovered that there is a much greater volume of 'illicit
diamonds, and that distinguishing between the two is extremely difficult. A large volume of diamonds entering Europe is
disguised as Liberian, Guinean and Gambian in order to evade taxation and launder money. The report describes flagrant

_examples in Belgium of frandulent commercial reporting. A country like Liberia, whose name has been used with or without

its knowledge by illicit traders, can thus conceal its own very real trade in illicit and conflict diamonds behind larger rackets
being perpetrated by others.

B. Recommendations on Diamonds

7. In order to better regulate the flow of rough diamonds from producing countries, a global certification scheme based on the
system now adopted in Sierra Leone is imperative. [t will give added impetus to current discussions on this subject if the
Security Council endorses the concept of a global system.

8. In the short run, and in the absence of a global system, it is recommended that certification systems similar to that adopted
by Sierra Leone, be required of all diamond exporting countries in West Africa, with special and immediate reference to
Guinea and Cote D'Ivoire, as a protective measure for their indigenous industries and to prevent their exposure to conflict
diamonds. If this has not been completed within a period of six months, the Security Council should impose an international
embargo on diamonds from these countries.
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9. The Panel further recommends a complete embargo on all diamonds from Liberia until Liberia demonstrates convincingly
that it is no longer involved in the trafficking of arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone. The ban should not be lifted until
this condition has been met, and until Liberia too has joined the proposed standardized certification system.

.

10. The Security Council should place an immediate embargo on trade in all so-called Gambian diamonds until such time as
its exports of diamonds can be reconciled with imports.

11. Other diamond exporting countries in the region have been designated by the Belgian government as 'sensitive’ countries,
where special attention to imports is required. In addition to the three countries sutfering directly from conflict diamonds and
those mentioned above, these include Uganda, Central African Republic, Ghana, Namibia, Congo Brazzaville, Mali, Zambia
and Burkina Faso. This list is commended to other major importing countries, including Switzerland, South Africa, India,
Israel, the United Kingdom and the United States. Invoices from these countries need to be thoroughly checked, and where
there is doubt about either provenance or origin, parcels should be seized until the authorities have checked the facts. Delays
in processing will increase the cost of doing business and will encourage better paper work. Forfeiture of improperly labelled
goods will discourage the habit decisively.1

12. Urgent attention should be given to extending a Sierra Leone-style certification system to these countries as soon as
possible.

13. The United Nations, the World Diamond Council and the import control authorities of all rough diamond importing
countries should be vigilant for other exporting countries, or for countries in the future, where trade in diamonds has little to
do with domestic production or legitimate trading.

14. It is essential, and a matter of urgency, that major trading centres (Belgium, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, South
Africa, India, the United States and Israel) come to a common agreement on the recording and public documentation of rough
diamond imports that is consistent from one country to another, and that clearly designates the country of origin in addition to
country of provenance.

15. An annual statistical production report should be compiled by each exporting country and gathered into a central annual
report, compiled by the World Diamond Council and/or by the certification body that is expected to emerge from the
‘Kimberly Process' of intergovernmental negotiation. Countries of origin must be distinguished from countries of provenance.

[6. If diamonds are mixed and/or re-invoiced in a free trade zone, it is imperative that the government of that country take
responsibility for verifying the bona fides of the diamonds before they are re-exported. This is especially important with
regard to Switzerland because of the large volumes that pass through its Freildger, losing their identity in the process. The
same is true of the United Arab Emirates. In other words, all countries importing rough diamonds must be part of the
anticipated 'rough controls’ system.

17. Throughout its work, the Panel was struck by the widespread breaking of UN Security Council sanctions on both
weapons and diamonds. If existing and future sanctions are to be effective, the Security Council will require an on-going
capacity to monitor their observance and conduct research. Where diamonds are concerned, there have been three Expert
Panels examining many of the same issues concurrently. There has been useful collaboration, but there has also been overlap

-and duplication. Considering the complexity and the changing nature of the conflict diamond issue the Panel recommends

that in future, it would serve the Security Council better to have an on-going focal point within the UN to monitor adherence
to sanctions, as well as progress towards the goals stated in the December 1, 2000 General Assembly resolution on conflict
diamonds.

18. The attention of the Security Council, the Government of Sierra Leone, donor agencies and other interested parties is
drawn to observations contained in the report about the need for probity and transparency. Without serious reform and due
diligence within government and government agencies in Sierra Leone, international efforts to assist will be wasted.

C. Weapons and Air Traffic Control

19. Despite an ECOWAS-Moratorium on arms shipments to West Africa, the region is awash in small arms. Guerrilla armies
receive weapons through interlinked networks of traders, criminals and insurgents moving across borders. Systematic
information on weapons smuggling in the region is non-existent, and information that could be used to combat the problem
on a regional scale - through ECOWAS or through bilateral exchanges - is generally not available. Few states in the region
have the resources or the infrastructure to tackle smuggling.
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20. In Sierra Leone, the RUF depends almost exclusively on light weaponry, although it does have access to more
sophisticated equipment. It has captured many weapons during confrontations with the Sierra Leone Army, ECOMOG and
UNAMSIL forces. The Panel, however, found unequivocal and overwhelming evidence that Liberia has been actively
supporting the RUF at all levels, in providing training, weapons and related matériel, logistical support, a staging ground for
attacks and a safe haven for retreat and recuperation, and for public relations activities.

—~-

21. There is also conclusive evidence of supply lines to Liberia through Burkina Faso. Weapous supplied to Burkina Faso by
governments or private arms merchants have been systematically diverted for use in the conflict in Sierra Leone. For
example, a shipment of 68 tons of weapons arrived at Ouagadougou on 13 March 1999. They were temporarily off-loaded in
Ouagadougou and some were trucked to Bobo Dioulasso. The bulk of them were then trans-shipped within a matter of days
to Liberia. Most were flown aboard a BAC-111 owned by an Israeli businessman of Ukrainian origin, Leonid Minin. Details
of the flights and dates are included in the report.

22. The role of aircraft in the RUF's supply chain is vital, especially over the past two years as their sphere of influence in
Sierra Leone has widened. It is known that the RUF were supplied by helicopter on a sporadic basis before 1997, and on a
regular basis since then. Helicopters originating in Liberia land at Buedu, Kailahun, Makeni, Yengema, Tumbudu and
elsewhere in Kono District.

23. President Charles Taylor is actively involved in fuelling the vieclence in Sierra Leone, and many businessmen close to his
inner-circle operate on an international scale, sourcing their weaponry mainly in eastern Europe. One key individual is a
wealthy Lebanese businessman named Talal El-Ndine. EI-Ndine is the inner-circle's paymaster. Liberians fighting in Sierra
Leone alongside the RUF, and those bringing diamonds out of Sierra Leone are paid by him personally. The pilots and crew
of the aircraft used for clandestine shipments into or out of Liberia are also paid by El-Ndine.

24. Regional air surveillance capacities are weak or totally inadequate in detecting, or in acting as a deterrent to the arms
merchants supplying Liberia and the RUF. Weak airspace surveillance in the region in general, and abusive practices with
regard to aircraft registration, create a climate in which arms traffickers operate with impunity.

25. Because of its lax licence and tax laws, Liberia has for many years been a flag of convenience for the fringe air cargo
industry. Liberia also has lax maritime and aviation laws that provide the owners of ships and aircraft with maximum
discretion and cover, and with minimal regulatory interference. A schedule of Liberian-registered aircraft provided to the
Panel by the government listed only 7 planes. No documentation was available on more than 15 other aircraft identified by
the Panel. Many aircraft flying under the Liberian flag, therefore, are apparently unknown to Liberian authorities, and are
never inspected or seen in the country.

26. In November 1999, a Kenyan national named Sanjivan Ruprah was authorized by the Liberian Minister of Transport to
act as the 'Global Civil Aviation agent worldwide' for the Liberian Civil Aviation Regulatory Authority, and to 'investigate
and regularise the ... Liberian Civil Aviation register'. During its visit to Liberia the Panel asked the Transport Ministry, the
Ministry of Justice and police authorities about Ruprah and his work, but was told that he was not known to them. Ruprah is,
in fact, a well-known weapons dealer. He travels using a Liberian diplomatic passport in the name of Samir M. Nasr, and
carries additional authorization from the Liberian International Ship and Corporate Registry.

. 27. Victor Bout is a well-known supplier of embargoed non-state actors - in Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and elsewhere. He oversees a complex network of over 50 planes and multiple cargo charter and freight-forwarding
companies, many of which are involved in shipping illicit cargo. Bout has used the Liberian aviation register extensively,
operating mainly out of the United Arab Emirates. Sharjah Airport is used as an 'airport of convenience' for planes registered
in many other countries. One of Bout's aircraft, an Ilyushin 76, was used in July and August 2000 for arms deliveries from
eastern Europe to Liberia. This aircraft and an Antonov made four deliveries, on July 4 and 27, and August ! and 23, 2000.
The cargo included military helicopters, spare rotors, anti-tank and anti-aircratt systems, missiles, armoured vehicles,
machine guns and ammunition.

28. It is difficult to conceal something the size of an Mi-17 military helicopter, and the supply of such items to Liberia cannot
go undetected by customs authorities in originating countries unless there are false flight plans and end-user certificates, or
unless customs officials at points of exit are paid to look the other way. The constant involvement of Bout's aircraft in arms
shipments from eastern Europe into African war zones suggests the latter.

29. In addition, there have been few significant cases of aircraft with weapons being grounded at important fuelling points
such as Cairo, Nairobi or Entebbe, or anywhere in West Africa. Although some countries have temporarily or permanently
stopped aircraft registered in Liberia from entering their airspace, the Liberian register continues to be used fraudulently. The
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practice has clearly been organised from Liberia in cooperation with shrewd businessmen abroad, and Liberian-registered
planes remain prominent in many African countries, particularly in countries at war.

30. In short, Liberia is actively breaking Security Council embargoes regarding weapons imports into its own territory and

into Sierra Leone. It is being actively assisted by Burkina Faso. It is being tacitly assisted by countries allowing weapons to
pass through or over their territory without question, and by those countries that provide a base for the aircraft used in such
operations.

31. The report concludes with a full technical report on the adequacy of air traffic control and surveillance systems within the
region.

D. Recommendations on Weapons and Air Traffic Control

32. The Panel strongly recommends that all aircraft operating with an EL-registration number and based at airports other than
in Liberia, should be grounded immediately and until the provisions in the following recommendation are met. This includes

planes based in Sharjah and other airports in the United Arab Emirates, in Congo Brazzaville, in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo, Gabon, Angola, Rwanda and Kenya. Airport authorities and operators of planes registered in Liberia over the past
five years should be advised to keep all their documentation, log books, operating licences, way bills and cargo manifests for
inspection.

33. It is further recommended that all operators of aircraft on the Liberian register, wherever they are based, be required to
file their airworthiness and operating licences and their insurance documents with the International Civil Aviation
Organisation's headquarters in Montreal, Canada, including documentation on inspections carried out during the past five
years. The aircraft of all operators failing to do so should be grounded permanently. Aircraft that do not meet ICAO standards
should be grounded permanently.

34. The Security Council, through ICAQ, IATA and the WCO should create a centralized information bulletin, making the
list of grounded Liberian aircraft known to all airports in the world.

35. Burkina Faso has recently recommended that the UN Security Council supervise a proposed mechanism that would
monitor all arms imports into its territory, and their use, for a period of three years. The Panel endorses this proposal. The
Panel also recommends that under such a mechanism, all imports of weapons and related matériel into Burkina Faso over the
past five years be investigated. The Panel further recommends that any state having exported weapons during this period to
Burkina Faso should investigate the actual end-use of these weapons, and report their findings to the Security Council and to
the Program for Coordination and Assistance for Security and Development (PCASED) established under the ECOWAS
Moratorium.

36. In view of the sanctions-breaking cases investigated by the Panel and the information gathered in the region, it is
recommended that the Security Council encourage the reinforcement of the ECOWAS Programme for Coordination and
Assistance for Security and Development (PCASED) with support from Interpol and the World Customs Organisation.
PCASED should have an active capacity to monitor compliance with arms embargoes and the circulation of illicit weapons in
the region.

37. The Security Council should encourage ECOWAS member states to enter into binding bilateral arrangements between
states with common frontier zones, to initiate an effective, common and internationally agreed system of control that includes
the recording, licensing, collection and destruction of small arms and light weapons. These bilateral arrangements can be
promoted and facilitated through ECOWAS and through the Programme for Coordination and Assistance for Security and
Development. A common standard and the management of a database on significant cases of smuggling and sanctions
busting in the region could be developed by Interpol. The IWETS (International Weapons and Explosives Tracking System)
programme of Interpol could be used by all states and the United Nations for the purpose of tracking the origin of the
weaponry.

38. In this report, the Pane! has identified certain arms brokers and intermediaries responsible for supplying weapons to the
RUF. A project should be developed to profile these arms brokers with the cooperation of Interpol. Similarly, considering the
importance of air transport in the sanctions busting, profiles of major cargo companies involved in such practices should be
developed, with a view to exploring ways and means of further strengthening the implementation of sanctions.

39. Responsibility for the flood of weapons into West Africa lies with producing countries as well as those that trans-ship and
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use them. The Security Council must find ways of restricting the export of weapons, especially from eastern Europe, into
conflict areas under regional or UN embargoes. 'Naming and shaming' is a first step, but consideration could be given to
placing an embargo on weapons exports from specific producer countries, just as diamonds have been embargoed from
producer countries, until internationally acceptable certification schemes have been developed.

40. An analysis of the firearms recovered from rebels should be undertaken in cooperation with Interpol, and its International
Weapons and Explosives Tracking System. This would help in further identifying those involved in the RUF supply line.

41. The World Customs Organization should be asked to share with the Security Council its views on creating adequate
measures for better monitoring and detection of weapons or related matériel to non-state actors or countries under an arms
embargo.

42, Current Security Council arms embargoes should be amended to include a clear ban on the provision of military and
paramilitary training.

43. Countries in West Africa that have not signed the 1989 UN Convention on the Recruitment, Use, Training and Financing
of Mercenaries should be encouraged to do so.

44. Consideration should be given to the development of special training programs on sanctions monitoring for national law
enforcement and security agencies, as well as airport and customs personnel in West Africa, and the development of a
manual or manuals on the monitoring of sanctions at airports for worldwide use by airport authorities and law enforcement
services.

45. Consideration should be given to placing specialised United Nations monitors at major airports in the region {(and perhaps
further afield), focussing on sensitive areas and coordinating their findings with other airports. This would enable better
identification of suspect aircraft. It would also create a deterrent against illicit trafficking, and would generate the information
needed to identify planes, owners and operators violating UN sanctions and arms embargoes.

46. The Security Council should consider ways in which air traffic control and surveillance in West Africa can be improved,
with a view to curtailing the illicit movement of weapons. Possibilities include:

e encouraging the installation of primary radar at all major West African airports, and finding the financial support to
do so. Only primary radar can independently detect the movement of aircraft;

o an alternative to radio would be High Frequency Radio, or 'pseudo radar'. This, however, requires pilot cooperation;

¢ requiring the use in the region of a Global Positioning System and requiring aircraft to be equipped with the

appropriate avionics, with installation of the corresponding equipment on the ground. This would entail requiring
aircraft flying in West Africa to have on board or to be equipped with avionics which could enable controllers on the

ground to identify any traffic, anywhere and at any time in their sector;
¢ encouraging [CAO and other interested agencies to assist states in reinforcing the financial autonomy of bodies
established for the management of air navigation services.

Other Recommendations

47. In this report, the Panel makes a variety of specific recommendations that deal with diamonds, weapons and the use of
aircraft for sanctions-busting and the movement of illicit weapons. Many of these recommendations and the problems they
address are related to the primary supporter of the RUF, Liberia - its President, its government and the individuals and
companies it does business with. The Panel notes with concern that Security Council resolutions on diamonds and weapons
are being broken with impunity. In addition to the foregoing, the Panel offers the following recommendations with a view to
making the message of this report more clear, and to ensuring that there is better follow-up to Security Council decisions in
future:

48. A travel ban similar to that already imposed on senior Liberian officials and diplomats by the United States should be
considered for application by all UN member nations until such time as Liberia's support to the RUF and its breaking of other
UN sanctions ends conclusively.

49. The principals in Liberia's timber industry are involved in a variety of illicit activities, and large amounts of the proceeds
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are used to pay for extra-budgetary activities, including the acquisition of weapons. Consideration should be given to placing
a temporary embargo on Liberian timber exports, until Liberia demonstrates convincingly that it is no longer involved in the
trafficking of arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone.

By

50. Consideration should be given to creating capacity within the UN Secretariat for on-going monitoring of Security Council
sanctions and embargoes. This is imperative to the building of an in-house knowledge base on current issues such as conflict
diamonds, as noted in paragraph 17 above, but it is even more important to creating greater awareness of, and capacity to deal
with problems, which are not likely to be solved in the near future, such as the illicit trade in weapons and related marériel.

INTRODUCTION
A. General

51. On August 2, 2000, in reference to Security Council Resolution 1306 (2000) concerning Sierra Leone, adopted by the
Security Council on July 3, 2000, the Secretary General of the United Nations appointed a Panel of Experts to collect
information on possible violations of the measures imposed by paragraph 2 of Resolution 1171 (1998) and the link between
trade in diamonds and trade in arms and related matériel, and to consider the adequacy of air traffic control systems in the
region.

52. Paragraph 2 of Resolution 1171 (1998) states that The Security Council... decides, with a view to prohibiting the sale and
supply of arms and related matériel to non-governmental forces in Sierra Leone, that all States shall prevent the sale or
supply, by their nations or from their territories, or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and related matériel of all
types, including weapons and ammunition, military vehicles and equipment, paramilitary equipment and spare parts for the
aforementioned, to Sierra Leone other than to the Government of Sierra Leone through named points of entry on a list to be
supplied by that Government to the Secretary-General who shall then promptly notify all Member States of the United
Nations of the list.

53. In connection with this Resolution, the Panel took cognisance of Paragraph 8 of Security Council Resolution 788 (1992),
which remains in force: The Security Council... decides, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, that all
states shall, for the purposes of establishing peace and stability in Liberia, immediately implement a general and complete
embargo on all deliveries of weapons and military equipment to Liberia until the Security Council decides otherwise.

54. The Panel also noted paragraphs | to 7 of Security Council Resolution 1306 (2000), which dealt with the issue of Sierra
Leone's diamonds, and in which the Security Council decided that 'all States shall take the necessary measures to prohibit the
direct or indirect import of all rough diamonds from Sierra Leone to their territory.'

55. On October 6, 2000, the Chairman of the Sierra Leone Sanctions Committee informed the President of the Security
Council that his Committee had agreed to exempt the export of diamonds controlled by the Government of Sierra Leone
through a new Certificate of Origin regime from the measures imposed by paragraph 1 of the resolution.

56. The Panel of Experts consisted of Mr. Martin Chungong Ayator (Cameroon - Chairman), Mr. Atabou Bodian (Senegal -
Expert from the International Civil Aviation Organization), Mr. Johan Peleman (Belgium - Arms and Transportation Expert),
" Mr. Harjit S. Sandhu (India - Expert from Interpol), and Mr. [an Smillie (Canada - Diamond Expert). The letter appointing
the Panel is included in Annex 1.

57. The Panel first met at UN Headquarters in New York on August 21, and it was subsequently agreed with the Security
Council Sanctions Committee on Sierra Leone that its report would be submitted on December 8, 2000. This was
subsequently rescheduled to mid December, 2000.

B. The Work of the Panel

58. The Panel received a great deal of logistical and moral support from the United Nations Secretariat, from UN Resident
Coordinators and UNDP officials in almost every country it visited. Many governments helped with detailed information and
advice, and many individuals and companies in the diamond industry provided helpful information. The Security Council
exploratory hearings on Sierra Leone diamonds held in New York on July 31 and August 1, 2000 were also very heipful in
setting the stage for the Pane].

59. The Panel was able to coordinate some of its work with the concurrent Angola Panel. In addition, Panel members were
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able to attend an important intergovernmental conference on conflict diamonds held in Pretoria in September 2000.

60. The Panel travelled widely to countries involved in the diamond trade, and to countries involved, or said to be involved in~
the trafficking of weapons and related matériel to Sierra Leone in contravention of UN Security Council embargoes. The

entire panel visited Sierra Leone twice, and some Panel members visited three times. In addition to Freetown, trips were

made to Daru and to the diamond trading centre of Kenema. In Guinea, Panel members visited Conakry and Nzerekore. The
entire Panel also visited Liberia, South Africa and United Nations Headquarters in New York. Travel was undertaken by one
or several of the Panel members to Belgium, Burkina Faso, Canada, Ghana, France, India, Israel, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Spain
Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, the United States and the United Arab Emirates. Stopover visits were made to
Abidjan, but because of elections and subsequent civil unrest, only a limited number of telephone conversations were

possible.

61. In each country Panel members met with government authorities, and where relevant, with diplomatic missions, civil
society organizations, aid agencies, private sector firms and journalists. The Panel had access to a wide range of public and
confidential information provided by official sources, including law enforcement and intelligence agencies. The Panel also
contacted a number of key individuals and informants whose names have been a subject of interest and controversy in recent
months in connection with the Sierra Leone crisis. A full list of those contacted is contained in Annex 2. Given the sensitive
nature of the subjects investigated by the Panel, however, it should be noted that many individuals spoke under conditions of
confidentiality. Several meetings held in various countries have therefore not been listed.

62. In August 2000, the Panel requested detailed statistics dating back to 1987 on diamond exports from major producing
countries, and imports to countries with significant trading, cutting and polishing industries. The reason for going back to
1987 was to determine what trends might have prevailed before the wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia. In September, the Panel
sent reminders to all governments that had not yet provided the requested statistics. In the end, most of the data requested was
provided by most governments. Three exceptions stand out, despite reminders: no statistics were received from The Gambia,
Cote d'Ivoire and the United Arab Emirates.

C. Standards of Verification

63. The Panel agreed at the outset of its work to use high evidentiary standards in its investigations. This required at least two
credible and independent sources of information to substantiate a finding. Wherever possible, the Panel also agreed to put
allegations to those concerned in order to allow them the right of reply. In the past, allegations against various parties to the
conflict in Sierra Leone have been denied with the question, "Where is the evidence?' An example of this is the standard
response to charges that weapons have been channelled to Liberia through Burkina Faso. In the report that follows, we have
dealt in detail with this particular allegation. It might still be asked, "Where is the evidence?' On this charge and others, full
details of the sources will not be revealed, but the evidence is incontrovertible. The Panel examined the flight records
maintained at the offices of Roberts Flight [nformation Region (FIR) in Conakry for all aircraft movement in West Africa
during the period in question. [t saw photographs of the aircraft being loaded in Burkina Faso. It examined flight plans. It
spoke to eyewitnesses of aircraft movement in Burkina Faso and Liberia, and it spoke to individuals who were on board the
aircratts in question. In addition to its own detailed verification, the Panel received corroborating information from
international intelligence agencies and police sources operating at international as well as national levels. The assistance of
Interpol specialists was also taken as and when required. This is an example of one of the more difficult issues examined by
the Panel. All issues have been judged and reported using the same standard.

D. A Reminder

64. The Pane!'s mandate is described in Section A, above. The Panel was reminded of the background to its mandate,
however, during its visits to Sierra Leone. There, thousands of civilians, many of them child victims of unspeakable brutality,
face a future without hands or feet. Tens of thousands of Sierra Leoneans have lost their lives, haif a million have become
refugees and three or four times that number has been displaced. As the Panel concluded its report, much of Sierra Leone
remained in rebel hands, where people lived without access to medical assistance, education or the means to a secure
livelihood. The Panel remained cognizant, throughout its work, of its role and its responsibility in helping to end the suffering
of the people of Sierra Leone, and this decade-long tragedy.

[1] Note: the term ‘sensitive country’ is not used in this report to suggest wrongdoing. It is taken from a Belgian government
report which seeks to protect these countries, Belgium and the industry from problems to which they are all clearly
vulnerable. Namibia, for example, is one of the leaders in the fight against conflict diamonds.

http://www. sierra-leone.org/panelreport-summary .html 4/20/2004
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29. UNHCR Report on Atrocities Committed Against the Sierra Leone Population,
UNHCR Conakry Branch Office, 28 January 1999
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMNMARY REPORT

Name: ek ox
2. Nationaliry: Sterra Leone
30 Sex Male
4. Date of Birth: 13/9/74
i Place of Origin: Kenema
5. Occupartion: miner P
7. Date/Place of Attack: end February at Xobola
8. Date of Arrival: end February 1998
9 Route Followed: X enema - Maken: - Kobola (near Kazala) -

(0. Accompanied by: §
1i. Physical Coagdition Missing both hands, one ear
1Z2. Date and Place of Interview: 2
2 Inrterviewing Officer:

Narrative:

PR G i s Iy ; o ;T . L .
M. ****== and his family fled Kensma at the =nd of

J'E’

Fe describes the camp as quite large and estimates having seen around 350 rebels, six
a

cars/trucks (at least one marked UN) and eight metcrcycles. The militar;/ _c ommander was
named Brigadier ****=* who revcriedly led a rebel attack on the hydroeieciric plant at
Sumbuna. Other men of authority wers Major **=*** wha reportadly ser/ed as Uncer-

secretary of State for *=**== under the AFRC, Lieutenant Colonel ****== and ane

PR R & 3

TETTET whom Mro mF*** describes as the head of the national lottery. Mr.
reports having seen around §3 priscners.

All priscrers were kept tied up in one arsa. As Mr **==*= describes i, Lieutenant

Colone!l *==**= gave orders to Major *=*™=* 10 szlect six prisoners o be brought cut and
rzleased. Lieutenant Colonel ****=* oid the priscners that he had received orders Tom

“Superman” o rzlease some= priscners. Fach of the six prisoners remained bound and had

letter ned around his neck 2ad was led away.

M, **>*>* wis caken in the next zroup of prisoners to be refeased on orders of

“Superman.” They oo were bound and 1eue:s wera tied around thelr necks, and then

taxzn o a pownt near the Sierra Legrce Guinea border not far rem an ECOMOG base
e e

When the rabel detachm rocesded amputate them and then

nt there -2ac the naotes, &
lerta Leone, Mo, ®=**=*’s noce

1t 1o the last mar.

ave them new notes addressed 10 the government of

V119

ald that the redels were coming to Frestown and that they would

\7
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CASE 40 -
SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name St
2. Nationality: Sterra Lzoue, Temnz wikbs
3. Sex: Femalz
4, Darte of Birth: 26/10/170
5. Place of origin: Motemu. Nemekore chelfdum. Kono District
6. Occupation: Surse (speclality: Pregmancy and children)
7. Date of arrival: around 29/4/98
8. Dare/Place of Attack: 16/3/58 near Bakedou
9. Route followed: Motw=ma own, Peyma village Eakedou

Forocorua. Kocikero, Gueckadou

From 21.02 il 26. 04 they lived in the bush.
10. Accompanied by: Her nuspand ***=*=, her son

XXX (70, and daughter YY'Y (9)
11. Physical Condition: mulciple oruises and cuts {rom teating
12. Date and Place of Interview: 25/3/98 and 3/6/98 at Gueckedou
13. Interviewing Officers Amadou Kemenan:, Proeection Officer

Anne Palucdan, Fieid Officer
Narralive:
Mrs. ==7"=* and her husband. z rader, lived in Frestown with two of tllelr childs
Since 1997, two daughters have sayed in Makeni (Bombali Districr) with her elder sister,
Mrs. m=m=** because it was safer there. They are ™7 *%%> (15) and =*=xx* (ll) On 25

$Vael

May. 1967, w'"“llowinz artacks on the city, they left Freetown and armved in Moterma wwn

11 June. Here they staved wll the first atack in Kene on February 21, 1998 The Junta
soldiers had had aa argument with vne of the townspeople about money which the

soidiers rafused (0 puy back. The scldiers rhrzatened nem that i they did not leave the

town would be destzoyed. She had sesn one of the soldiers who issued the thraats before
N

47

The whole nousehald of 1€ pecple left befors the own was attacked - herself hek
huscand and their two voungest children and cheir extended family. She brnuonr ¢ tirtle

medicine, 100.000 leones and some clodhing. They hid 1o the bush tefore and after they

On Marca 19, Mrs. ===*=* and hec family wers caprured oy a group of at feast 10 Junma
' ourt | a l

soldiers in the oush near Bakedcu. They were hal b
elr names. She remembers that

rom a
L Mg e cid not knew any of the men or hear h

£
some wore mitlitary combat uniforms, ochcrs wore civilian clething, and they cartied

Zuns, bayones, c'_ziasscs. knives, bows and arrows. Taey spcke Kric, Mende and Temne.

They wers commanded bv a tall man around 30 years old with greving hair. Thers wers
[

some caprucad civilians with them. seven old and young women. 10 men. and more (Nan
15 children. The soldiers gathered their prisoners n an open area. [n fonc of afl of mem
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they orderad some of the wom

Mg, mx==== wirnessad (he

™1 ~ @ e { - - - I -~ O - - — ol } ~ 1

The soldiers forced her o strip naked, ook all her pelongrngs and aer ciothes, ned her

mamae mahie - e ~ — ~ S o~

1ands oenind ner cack and orcersd per 1o il down on e ground, ihrzateming o kill her
: ar ! | J 7 A N fiaa P <

They then stared cutiing her neck with & kaife. A vouny boy (sihe believes less than i3

with the barre! of a gun. and a third swbbed her et lwg and oot Wit a bayonaet. Tals
went on undl one of the scidiers (whose face she dic not ses) asked the oU {0 leave her
and not kill ner. She lost a lot of blocd and was [0sing conscience

From 1100 a.m. 10 2:00 o om. Mrs. *#==== [ay on the ground. Ste did oot se2 or sense
what happened ai2r she wis atiucksd as she was unconscious most of the ume. When e

soldiers had left, her son XXX touched her arm and unoed her, and she woke up. Arounc

[ !
o

“
she saw many dead bodies and all the damage that had been done. Har nusband was

[t was then geming late in the afternoon. Some women who fad besn hicding in the bush
came back. washed the survivors, and gave them some clothes. They zzve 'ner af?
Mohamed some cloth 0 bandage therr wounds. The survivers then sarte
¢ days on the road some villagers they me: told her that her
away Dy the soldiers/rebels and had besn kifled s ,vlth a Luclass at a p[acs lle‘ E’aowa
She herself did not 2o thers ang did not see her husband’'s boay.

She and seven other survivors staved in the bush tl
womlen and (wo men, three boys and one girl. They [
potasoes. They built shelters of calm branches. The men were responsible for collecting

K

foed and 2 woman preparad it. They drank bad water which gave them diarrnoea. They
wereg alwavs moving fr m placs o slace, listening for gunsnc

s and for the rebels. Mrs
injuries. Whnea they
ad treated by doctors and
e

Bangura recounis tiat she was unable w© sie:p due o the pamn ¢
‘*ived n F( roconia she and ner children were at once wasned
a hey arrived 1 Gu
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIM

. Name

|3

Nationality:

3. Sex:

4. Date of Birth:

3. Place of origin:

8. Date and Place of Atrack
7. Date of arrival:

Occupation:
Route followed:

O Lo

10. Accompanied by:

11. Physical Condition:

12. Date and Place of luterview:
13

3. Interviewing Officers:

Narrative:

NONN Ay
SASESA S 2% I
CASE &
SOFVIOLENCE -SUMDMNARY REPORT
o
Sierra Leone, L omne irioe
Male
26/7/9]
iotema, Nemeksro chl=tdom, Kono Districs
[9/3/98 near Eekedou
around 26/4/98
Stucent
Morema tewn, Pevim
Foroconla. Kobikoro,
From 21.02 0l 26.02 the e
His f‘[ber, bvs mother , and sister.
cuon Offlcer 2nd Anne
Ses nervisew CASE
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE ~SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: Lo

2. Nationalityv: Sizrra Leone, Mandinge tnbe

3. Sex: wlale

4. Date of Birth: (970

5. Place of Origin: Ngandahun, Kono Distnct, Zastem Province
6. Occupation: Farmer

7. Date/Place of Attack : 20/2/98 at Mgandahun

8. Date of Arrival: 20/2/98

9. Rourte Followed: Nzandahiun - Koundu - Fangamadou -Gueckedou
10. Accompanied by: two unknown pers<ms

11. Physical Condition: plinded wirth zau liquid, beatan

&
12. Date and Place of Interview: = 3/6.93 at Cueckzdou Hospital
13. [nterviewing Officer: Crarlote Roster? Ridung, Field Officer

Narrative:

On his way back to Ngandanun from 2 visit in Chukpandal
armed men in a forest about three miles rom ‘.\'gandahun on
accompanied by two men unknown © him
other was captured together with M. **=~~
rrwxxx rold the rebels that he is K\;,st thou

i (")
[
o
(v
ta
(@}
{23

crigin. Ivi;

Madingo. The other perscn said that 7e was Foulah.

other person. They spoke Ko and wors civilian
iotbmg Mr. nnnx S;Ld that they must be from ‘“Ccrporal rodev Sankcb’s faction”
hi 5

'1)

The rebels severaly beat Mr. *=***= with the butt ofarifle, kicked him and slapped mim.
Hz fell to the ground and tned to pretend to be unconscious. A 5oy around the age of 3
who was with the rebels came Drward znd poursd 2 liquic into Mo, "= "5 eyes. Mr,
TTETTT said that hus eyes stared buminyg severaly. The rebels lef him go and took the

other man away.

Mr. ===*=* does not know exuctly why he was attacked. He believes that the rebe
thought that he was trying (o escape. He =xplaired that the rebe '
s

a
ars rullning awavy, (i IS Cecause vou are SUDCo

Mr. 777 = headed straight for the porder when the rstels left him. After ¢ coupl
nours, the pain 1u his 2ves graw worse. He reached Fimgzmﬁ.dou the same day. He stayed

i the camp for owo days and then continued (¢ Cueckedou, He can sense light butis
\—‘
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CASE # 03
SIERRA LEONE VICTINIS OF VIOLENCE - SUMNIARY REPORT
Name:
2. Nartonality:
3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth
5. Place of Origin: rice, Northera
6. Occupation:
7. Darte/Place of Artack . X1miace ne menth and five days ago
3. Date of Arrival:
9. Route Followed man - | coro - Serskolia - Karifaje -
10. Accompanied by: cildran and husband
1. Phwsical Condidea: Thres Tno: 1ght nand severed, (he fourth cur at

o F

te and Place of Interview:
interv lewwro Officer:

- ; : : e .
he mother came (0 D372man 1o 220 her dauznier 4n famuy,

2
sO tnar they could escape the rebels together and thus procezd 0 Guinea. The family left

Furamah w0 2o w Serekoha

[n Chenekore. ey encounterad the rebels coming irom Semesedu. Ms. *”***, fer motner
[ } mrem Tha rotb < ot

and cmmr*n aropped Uleir selongmngs and escaped N0 the susa. The redels pursued them

into the bush. The mother was captured betors Mg, ==*=7= Mg === fell down i1 the

1 : i - S T oy - ais hY

bust, while sfe was rving (o run away . She was carrving ner youngsst chuld on her back. As

she was aooul o 2=l back on ner feer, the child fell down and he r2oels captursg her.

—

whtle

Mz, mmEER did oot know her assaliants. She szid hat some of them wore uniror:

indrec of them. [hev spoks Temne

others worez civitian clothes. Thers wers atoul & nu :
Kuranko and E 10 Sne ioes not ‘ew why sne wus aitacked e repel, who munlated her,

The rabels order=d her i show them rhe place of the Tamaboro (fighung on :he side of the
or er

NPRCY. Sne repiied thar she ¢id not know whers the Tamaboro were. Th

I
G
s}
;) \
=
5
[
o
2
kS
!
bt

hoow the way (0 Serekolia and she showed them They said e her t
them the way (o Serekolia, they would have o do something (o ner
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CASE 0

tx

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name o
2. Nationality :

3. Sex:

4. Date of Birth

5. Place of origin:

an

Occupation:

7. Date/Flace of Artack :
Date of arrival

9. Routes followed

[ed]

—
(a»]

. Accompanied by

. Physical Condition

. Date and Place of Interview:
[oterviewing Officer :

-
1)

(OY]

Narratve :

Tl
o0 Jdgowema. o2

the bush.

. 1 D oye - .S g
naud Desn caglursd as goer: and

Zivllan atiire.

e RRE K KA gy, T~ -~
N recudnised Cica

Thev then aoticeg a bicycie

\
dSKed

Wi

by



R
N
nr -
R n J =
o v i v b N
Qo RO S o 3 I .
e ( Yo —
Q Yoo AR S & B “ = o U nD
- — R 8
I S =t \(/7 8 F '2: ‘d 8 F g ¥ =) S g o F @)
. 2ot P ¢ % o = Y
U . 7 ovow :_j! > 0O o0 * " -t Lo S }U, . O o PR
AP ooy ¢ o [P B e SRS G -0 2w
L = IV o B DR S bnp 4 [ '8 ) 60O o O . g [® o
v SIS w 7oL E o >, IEIRE oo C g By B3 a5 20
N © : o e - -~ - oo s " .
RN C IS Dol w By .' 5oy 5 g 885290 20 .
P \(3 I A 43 .00 0O A on o Now v vy Huj M Wl o v [‘ X
Pobko0 op i @ i oo B0 3 = Toan P ooy o a9 I o X
R S R L B O il . g - ST
1 ) v e o) o bhoe Pw : U 9 f+ . .0 3 Uown &M LB v
Tom o 2 O h > Lo o 1 S E I3 X
0 p I > 4 . 4 R b o
v 1 o SIS S Zeo<t o t D o o = D bn W o X
R e : e — o o D om0y kE o
BN U [T oo o — A 1 fs - g o M
B kS SIS . oo, - W = = o
P R o 0 @ 9 - o gg — ;L‘, P
o > . Lo o S R =
[ SR RN fpod 2 E1 | he) - oy K (IR ; =
v ;o3 5 S
= Hom Voo Lo o o ISl S T Y oo
o Ve ISEY) o e b >, A R B & I Q0
J oo 9 e v =5 R T a0
- R R = 2 ) oy W v Y DU Lo )
n R w0 Co o o 5 9 &4 W B -
e X 0 he O o sy ool o O - S
U I 5oz SRR coonYs say o vo
o2 < o Yoy = oA - O 5 O o
Sy L ) o o o= 9o weoogy G U
Sho82 oo B SHNS o g oo om oy noe =
o nL) C (FZ > r:; ? } »Ljy O ¢ O L/) ‘_« . [—'; : o C[U 3
. a =T i ~«, L 0. 5 2 L = >
s _ PN ‘ o o A Yoo & SRS {, Do
’J% qr o c o 5 ‘J‘ v > ol a1 w L - —
o 3 £ Y 2 o o - 05 (SR I 9 B
oW O L5 T L o v o0 i UL S
oW o4 ¥ = 3 I8 o ! J o
At oo G oo R = I " =
o - = * DR B [ SRS st ) [3 o Jd o o
= e T % I R 5 2 9 = 5 @ 1oy = > B
N ) A e b ’5; o o L o o of onog s
o ox % - N . - vl 0. 0 o [ w0
" ' X Voo Aoy 99 of w2
N P e . “ — -
= X \ vy =z 3 {? g o E: S R
oK ' - Uog 9 v o o9 = IS ! ~ Y LS
o ¥ X e ® o ob F = U SR u |
oo " - 0 oo O TR R I 40
oy, [ = ST | oo e .
AN oo O v o 5 ow = o5 od 25 ¢ 9
of 2 < F - ¥ 2 RS L O » A z
-2 - e " SR TR L v
. 1) bR ™ Rl a Tk )k o = n L % ci
oo oo Y X O MR S o 22 Y]
oo ST ; §ox Sh s o e 5w =
5 S BD b ; TS T NS
ot — sy s — : M
Rl »(3 —_ La ;U, RS O Loy a o oo o ; s
el § i B o }:}) ) 03 ., b N y ~‘:; [ [,: iz q_{ ST [ W vy
n K R ] 0 1 P O o © O g [SEREAT o
O s . N 0 L B o o . 5ot Nt
[ ] Pt 2 [,; — 8 - QJ 8] [N e 2 O Tt @] L - P [
Sz X . — O v I = Uj e R B o K "ol
R Booow 2 PG R = o v« w w 29 oo [ -
- jos) L it e L A A < v T}
S = [T D) [ Pt o ) o, 0o R b3
SRS R = i v 3 =AY g opl o S = Lo
v r on W o = S O x R L S B [ PN = Rl
[P TSNS b = x 0 D U 19} _oeod u < O =
oW S ] O f~ = 5 o k) ) or > o ' o e
4 ) . v s 0 - = i SN w5 . —
G . % y boun E 0 o o] ¥ BN o
o ) flé i 0 ke T & 5 O o+, lg 55— v ! w oo
L S IEERZ = RS o2 s d x 0 Y B
— ke O o 9. E X R SIS R R RS eh =
5 O woon o O PR B S | =LY
M S 1 o v ) .
I Y B R 5 u 4 v @] 00 4L L
) & - - -2 !
EEN ] 3 4: 4 e \r i !2 N [g‘ a) Ej‘ 0\)
PO B & e B f—« > N (1)
e (I

P
5
/
5

<



M
. o .
L )
@ Hoh oy S 4w
N T R = [ ur S W
i‘\y., ‘“1 D N JQ Uy, g': n 9, =) . » =
~ ot S S RS S o v S s
a,'x n) g S S 2o « o0 g0 (3}
. ) S I VSR S P e y oo
M P A Lo oz
S ;O X 0 & ?/) o R
un noO N G e LA
4 a jas -t —
S on oty =
I (S P vod o 2oy
T~ = P FERE SO
C;z o) «d ‘ ) - 'ﬂ. u% S :)
s o L L Lo
(_::,) L 3 oL L0 oy ¥ fa S -
. d ; e - O i
w 25 E? D‘,. = : qu) voa
Loy " - : O
) toy s e O
= D Q0 0 X o
- , oD PRt 0y T T
(R . S j,
I - o W oo
. N > -
glp g 27U
oz 2R con Yoo F
! 9 R ¥ (“: 1 IIJ ;)
o [ —1 - Vi -r
SHE s Y yonog oo
‘ﬂ: ooy > x 1) o5 ¢ p
sl 2% oo
. y Lo T e
28 C Sy oo
. e R ] Laul )
3y (Tg [ S
S it o o
£ N oo > Pouoo
S IR T I A T B
Yo A S B
Voo TR — 3Ty
D) 1 :;1, « : N S
< S B A
=3 5N 1 I o
G [G 2N W 2 SR .
bt " [Falii SOLn
“ v - vo4 13}
= O oa, o - . It
ia =0T L T
. R TR aoE
fs‘ ERNEA - O “
< 5 R SN
' o (i »m 'cﬂ oD ¢
@] > *2 12 o L5 7 a
= B Q '(q U QW SR S B
4 LR e I [SEErS] qu o
[Co R B ERG  RE :
) ¢ Eal b )
% ov foon : SRR ERC
; G o - ] 20, YR
it T S R B ol B =
oW B Do 3] 3 e
9 LW 3 . T S
o 5o d T o
. :;J ) = jas 7\4 ©v o R
o S . D = > Lt
: = ol SER=I 0! =
| <2 " ﬁ I [;; O sqe bh W
- ']f A N o oo v o
£ o (TR 2 v = LW -
it [R5 TS Rt s ] »[4 _)x *) 2 -
LAY N L N vl -
e O oa b




E CONSTATATION

A

[

CERTIFICAT MEDICAL

Q)
7y

a

o
T
[

y
S
w U
(@R
D
w Q
@ W
=0y
W (@
(S
m |
4] v
>
[}
o
= Uy
@]
>
4%] av
W
oW
()]
W

¢85
(@3]
hH

-

-5 O <

g

0

LA et

Ao,

S

I ;
s

[ Re
e

~LCrnclusicn

)

Mmarcue

b
i

M 8%
oo
f&JJ (@)
B
- AN
et G
o L
@ .
RS
AR
s I




~

(SR A A :‘:?: Yoo [

!

i

i

ISR EAHI RN

i~

VA PIND




g

(9%

0

&

(.

IE N
g’u’bq’uf*‘{'\u

CASE #07

SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE —SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name: FEEmeE
2. Natioaality: Sierra Lzorne. Kono iribe
3. Sex: Male
4. Date of Birth: 374027
3. Place of Origin: Sazme. rwono District
. Occupation: Gargener

~1 O~

. Date/Place of Attack : 7/4/98 al Sawma
8. Date of Arrival: 7./3/93%
9. Route followed: Saiamza - Koundu - Kolobengy - Gueckadou
10. Accompanied b alone
1 1. Physical Conc&mon : one fnger seversd, threes cut. 20th hands
mutdatzc
- Date and Place of [nterview:  24/5/9% ut Gueckedou Hosoita
L3 Interviewing Officer: hariotiz Rostort Fudung, Fleid Orfic

Narrartive:
Around noon of 7 April. 1998 Mr. =77~ was caprured along with st other men and
thres women bv a JuntaRUT commancer namec Lieutenant Chairmman ****** The

e

reason for the abduction, he explained, was that Mr. ****** had not ver le@t Salama
and was thersfore accused of being 2 thuief. He gives no reascn for the abduction of the
thers Lbe Junta solc‘uers Lﬂfume\. mm :‘naz as long as L*c: ved in S‘em Lzone. ne

aave t D
that people ffom Kono snould stop jO Tung t‘“ Kar ﬁjors. tradmomal AULers opoosing

e was questioned abcut the whereabouls of s oider arozht‘:r.
lef of Salama. His orother had left fo '
hus captors. \/Lurw ¢ Lce SO

XXX E XX

for medical reasons. Mr recounts that

- A d A H- - '~ - e B et
berzeam Y and ! | Trom Sefadu and all known to nrmL then f

[~ O Cfu .__..’_L.. a
J

i
L
am [0 iay s left hand down on 4 piece of wood. Military Police XXCK then struck
o)

Mr. *RRxxx's hanc with a macaess: the Lttle Snger of tus lefl hand was almaost enurely

severed | and U other Ang=rs on the same Zand were cut at the jomis. but act
severed. He ':eﬁeves that wus was cone cn purpose. Tne hand s not meoote. The mght
l

g o Moo === 40l of the ather orsoners were snot ov Sergeant Y Y. The
solciers composed a lewer to the Guinean troops that My, **7**** was 0id w0
1o anv Guinean scidier he was [0 mee! on 0Is wav. . ey gave mm the lecer

anc toid hum o run. after which he made nis way o the Guinean corder and on (o

Sueckedou.
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Q. Conakry, Guinea
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SUMBMNARY REPORT

(¥2)]
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e
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™
Q
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P
)
M

Name: TExEE
2. Nartioaality; Cuinean
I Sex Malie
4. Date of Birth- 1857
5. Place of Origin: Prea, Guinea
5. Occupation: diamond muner
7 Date/Place of Attack: oL
3 Date of Arrival: May 1998
3. Route Followed: Fevima - Tumocodu - Sefacdou - Kaora Xoima -

10, Accompanied by: one brother

i1, Physical Condition: severad one nend anc one ear

i2. Dare and Place of Interview: 27/3798 2t Conakoy

12 Interviewing Officer: Gregory Mose. Associale Protecucen Offcer

Narrarive:

X XK K KX ! ] +

rzlates that
ho took other
! lc;r was captursd.

scldiers play a promunent role

- Ty ¢ ) - - a1 - ~ i fa —
a warming o ouiers. L agy SUT G1S AN UT agalnst a block of wood

and cut it off with 2 machere. and then cut off nuis ear. He2 was then reieased and waikad

ontl ne reached an fCOMOG upit ar X

ra
e PR - - N
senl o uu"lll l'l_ Zoscial i Frezrown. O

WEY 1O L_omzx:jf {0 join nis brother.
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SIERFA LEONE VICTIMS OF V{CLE

. Name: =

P

Nationality
Sex
Date of birth:

lace of origin
Occupation:
Date/Place of Attack:
Date of arrival:
. Route followed: Serexobia, Kard
10 Accompanied by: :
11. Physical Condition: 2ft nand seversd at

(98]
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~1 Oh (N

o 0o

n

eraiko Lla when thay

; PLare oy e T -

1EVES (el were apoul U 1m
*

el
tvo cluldren whom Mz =*=

their commander “Mosguite”. Th
lezn te=th and a snaved nea

spokain 2 low volce so orhers could not b

D " e
ended oelow the kness. nnder i@ b

v who was with the

( know nis name.

cutone iime with @ machete but he drew 1L away pefors thev could smke again. His

~ - : .- 3 ' -~ DN . o= —F Nt —ae i B
fmend [Case 7 227 also had his feft hand seversd. M *=7 77~ lost consciousness {or

o ; D erees ) A - i 4 LAt A
SOMMEe ame, DUl aller A2 r2eained consclousness e 'wo viciios wers 21ven 2 nol2 anc id
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Name: v oo v

2. Nationality: Sierra Leone, Kuranko nioe
3. Sex: Nale

4. Date of birch: <0 2ars

3. Place of origin: Serekota, Komadugu Distnes
6. Occupation: larmer

7. Darte/Place of attack: 225,98 near Serzkola

8. Date of arrival:
9. Route followed: Serskolia, Kanrmna, Sonyova
10. Accompanied by YWife and 4 children.

11. Physical Conditdion: hoth hands severed 4 wriss
12. Darte and Place of Interviesw:  27/5/98 at Faranah
13. Interviewine Officer: Apne Paiudan, Field Orficer

Narrative:
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1. Name:
. Natienality: SierTa
. Sex: sAale
. Place of Birth: Vo owvears old

1)

L)

. Place of Origin: Sersicha

o Lh

. Occupation: famver and small wrade
. Date/Place of Attack: 22 May at Serekolie
8. Date of Arrival: end Mlov (deparred Serekolia 22 May)
9. Route Followed: taken 1o Menygo ithen i
10. Accompanied by s prother
1. Physical Condition: raultiple cuis with machete

N

;

-3

12. Date and Place of Interview: 3
13, [oterviewing Officer: Anne Paludan.

[y -
Cied ncer
Crevory Mosez, Associate Protecnion Cificer

Narrative:

le =52 %% and tus farmily Ued when Serekolia was attacked on 22 May, He was currying
food with his son, ****¥* 4nd therzfore fzll behind the rest of lus family. They wers
amoushed by rebels who ordered them o stog, whercupen they both fled and were
separarsd. M FEEREX swac caprurad but does oot know the fate of his scn

Atter beiny tzd around the walst he was led back to Serelkohia and tweken onto the verznda
ol a heuse He mentons that he saw that [CASEZ 22] and [CASE [ 3] were also captured.

oul he was sona separated from rhem. His ui

He then beggad them not teo cut his hands off, saviay that te would

< a
muttizicd. They ingsted, 5o al {ast e cut his hands on the 2ench. One of his assatlants

csecond soldier approached um from behind
=

’j 8]

and struck hum o LU che butt o hus il

also cut with a muc[.

The r=be re oo v W FEEEET e oy,

Wt [N = . -
s then lefr the house Qnd ser T
. . } T s - il Fa IaiatViata R
and with difliculey feft die towin, He was :\fﬂ{LmH_‘; found oy ;‘\,(_,'L\V“ G and raken 0

Mongo and then to Faranah.

Mz notcs that wihiie e did nod leaim the fames ol any ol his uackers, there were four of
Ebem who took an active role 1n heating huny and all wors red bandannas tied around thetr
heads. He also notes that the man wio held the machete and was 1o cur hus nands was

Weoring on armmy unifonm wiitle the others wers not. He describes them as wearng a mix

(

(J

of clothing; for example, one wore mulitary fatiguz pants sut a civilian shis,
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o

«7 \fLJ

A ul
o)
G

P
G
TR,

Coner?

A
e A

E0!

RTIFICAT M

Ll

C

vssigne Or

@]
w

23]
]

a)
&)

(G}

T
=
(Lo
oo
W
My )
@

Cow
E 5
— (0
W
0

S (D

[OXN )]
O <

Wi

—
I




"

<))

NN 402
U#Af'lﬂb;iﬁ" b {:iu
U =R A
//i/ =
v CaspEil T
SIERRALEONE VICTIMS OF YIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

1. Name:

2. Nationality: Sierta Leone, Kuranke tioe
3. Sex: Female

4. Date of birth: 73 wears
. Place of origin: Ghenekoro, Komnadugu
6. Occupation: Subpsistence fammung
7. Date/Place of Attack: Serskolia, 22 May
. Dateof arrival: 27 M

0. Accompanied bv: bier nephew

8

9. Route {ollowed: Chuerekoro, Screkalia, "Walta, Socagova, Faranah
i

11. Physical Coundition: throar cul

1

2. Date and Place of laterview:  2,/6/99 at Faranah Huospiral
13, Tnterviewing Officer: Anne Paludan, Fiod Officer

rnacherss. Sne notes that there wers no women or cluldren among them. They seized
her, stepped on her back to pin her to the yround and cut her throat anc the back of her

On the road she was met by her neprew who heloed her 1o reach Sergkoliz. On the
road she saw several dead bodies, ameng them the dloated body of her orother's son.
He had besn stabbed in the nead and had o machete pushed througn im.

Ste cleaned her wounds as test she zuuld and ted a cleth around them s}
I ephew she walked (o the dorder aiong with a large

olia. Two other wounded wamen were i1 the

which was 2 young woman witn a hand cut off. Once in Songoya nher

nepnew immediately found them wanspor o Faranah.



&

y

dIA

S, M.

u‘\ﬁ\ e

) uonIa

m

NI
0o

oo

Aayn

DALY




v CASE 12
SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VICLENCE - STV ARY REPORT

1. Name: e

2. NathnaM[y: Sterry Le2ong

3. Sex: blale

4. Date of Birth: 209051

S. Place of Origin: Serekolia

6. Occupation: Farmer

7. Date/Place of Arttack: 2275798 atr Serzkoliz

3. Darte of Arrival: 235798

9. Route Followed: Serekotia - Konfava - Walia - Dusudalia -
Kanzomalia - Songoyva - Feranah

10. Accompanied by: SBrothec-in-law (belfore cupouirs)
and friend {Case #17] (together when caprured)

11. Physical Condition: left handd seversd rigri hand and ears mutilated
(deceased 30/5/98 of teranus resulting from
I0JUTLIES)

12, Date and Place of Inzerview: 2773728 at Faranan Hospial

13, Interviewing Officer: Charlotte Rostort Kidung, Field Cffic

Narrative:

Mo ee=rx reirned o Serskolia on Friday 22 May. 1998 0 collect e, He had

escorted s mother and one of ks wives ¢ Walia, whers he had asked them 0 walt

for tum. His other wife was staying tn Seramaya. in Guineu.

[n Serikoha, Moo *==**= received aews that the repels were only four villages away

e LY

from Screkolia. After he had received the message, ne 4nd his frend, Case 4

to the rice field o work. While working i the field. twe men passed by. Mr.

asked the men for information on the cebels, but thev replied that they had no

According o M =FFxx 0 the cebels cume oul of the bush about 40 minutes later and

capturad My ®****== and Case # 17 He esumated that here werz abcut a hundred
rebeis, composed of bath vende, Temne and Liberans and thot th wers i miliary

unifarms

Uhe soldiers ted a rope around nis wailst and t@d 01s arms 2eqund aun,
aim o lead them o Serekolia. e agrzed, was cntied and accompanied
ereliolia \If_’ll the ‘»'iHer they rlc'* nnn o & rez oranch and {200 Ru

(/2
41
~
(T
7
<

When the rebels rerurned. rhey asked b
because he feared that they would kil hi
he could not join them. because they oJid

[



four grauos -

ine troas of

Known o M, Frmeer
. ~r [R B R S - o
Or Qo 2 Ll Q. Une rzoel
(S UnKnown (o Mrp, ==#=x=

) - B e e T e -
Mp, ** * “The killer

< -~ el - HIT. e . N ~— A . F A -~
sucsegquentiy, the reoels cuc off hus left hand with a machete, His right hand was
U e . el e~ - I | e fian o T - o~
SUrAC twice willl 2 machers and cut 1o the bone. ot not severed. His 2ars weare also

ey
jen

mutilatad, out were not cut off. His assatlanes threatener o kill hum ¢
does not kKnew wily hie was attacked or who auuaHy’ pe.r

was not “the kilier

=
-
o
v
=1
—
by
8
By

atack, the assatlants wrole (wo terers. voe for ECOMOG and one t

[
=1
i
o o
O
>
I{)

doctor Mre. *****= might meer as he tled. Thev placed the two lewers |

anc wold him w go w Serekolia. When he rzacnad it abandoned
-l - T P P o - L T A | T .
and sull smoking. He passed the nigl 1 a hut 1 the push. tleeding heavily. The next
¢ g !

rus grandmotner The doctors at Faranan hsoral edminiviered an injecucn {Or ieanus.

but L was given (00 late, and Mr, =====* djed on 30 Muy.
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CASE # 23
SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT
[. Nz
2. Natonality:
3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth: 28 years old
3. Place of Origin: Gbenekore, Komnadugy Disiricr
6. Occupation: rader
7. Date/Place of Artack: 22/5/58 near Goenekor
8. Date of Arrival: end vay 1998
9. Route Followed: Serzkolia - Kartaya - Quata - Damarnia - Soagoya
10. Accompanied by: Husband
11. Physical Condition: hoth forearms seversly cug with machete, one arm
broken
12. Date and Place of [nterview  14/7/98 at Donka Hospial, Con 24Ty
15. Interviewing Officer: Cregory Mlose, Associale Protecticn Officer
Narrative
On Friday 22 May u group of abour 40 armed men 2nterad the village of
Gbenekaro. Most were wearing civilizn clothing and wers armed with machetss and
knives, but 10 of the men were in militacy eriforms and carrving rifles. Mg, *Frrxx
noticed that seme had their halr 1n dreadiocks. some wore le around their heads as a
form of rraditional medicine, and sull others had paincsd thetr faces black. When the men
eatered the village, there was screaming the villagers scatizred into the busn. Ms, *****
fled a0 tha b S0 towdrd the village of Mongobendu because she had neard thar thers

Stie i in the bush for several davs, eating bush vams anc other food she could
uct

S
ther. She had joiped up with some ochers who had fled nearby villages su

~

= ‘,vﬂi\‘ﬂ‘j alone :

3
erekohid, and it was while they we g
e group of rebels whao nz

s whart she believes o
Goenekoro. They were surr

group umumediately with U»v‘:: and m and then told the rest of the group w© lie
down along the path. Thev mike both arms of CASE 24 with a machete,
decply cumiag bur not sevaring the arms. Next thev cut off one hand of another woman,
and then attacksd Ms, *=%=* They struck both arms muid-forearm ia the same manner as

: - . e A S N
SpLY CULilnny poth and breakinz one oone. Afier the aliack,

1 =
at thev would nave o separate or thev would be killed. A
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. L\{i}mef ke K
. Nationality: Sterra Leone, Kuranko ibe

. Sex: Famale

o=

(&%)

4. Date of Birth: 34 years old
3. Place of Origin: Mondgobendu, Foinacugu District

~1 N

. Occupation: Farm

. Date/Place of Atrac 2

. Date of Arrival: end May 1598

Route Followed: Mooghendu. flandia, Gbangefen, Songova

10. Accompanied by Hus‘;and, scna o

11. Physical Condition: both forearins severely cul with machere, one bone
Il

o oo

2 : . - - ' et T |
12. Dare and Place of Interview 1 1/7/9% at Donka Hoseial, Conakry

- N N ~

13, Intermcwmo Ofticer: Greoory Mose, Associae Pro n Officer

Narrative

Mg, ##F=** and other

Alagars i s I L en N 1 o © e e = o -
'.hag‘;‘ S “wQULd Leroaicaily 20 L‘,\.LO mne bubﬂ FRS2Arcn [or ood. Ou g-;e 'ﬂanLug i

4805 s walking a2long a bush patn »ith a group of 10 villagers, CASE 2¢,
sumod sesay, CASE 18 CASE [5 ) and CASE 220 While searching for food they .wars

accosted by 14 armed men who emerged cato the path on eicner side of them. Ten of tae

C Iy
men were o ull miliary uniform and carned military rifles, while the others wors

CIVUIAD Cress and were armed With knives anc machees, Tnose 1o civilian drass also
gl e .~ . : . ! P
wors rad tandarinas roheads - s, FeFeF iy lliterate, out she nouced writing

U
s indicared thal the words "Bad Blood” wers writen
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SIERRA LEONE VICTINMS OF VIO

{

Name. AW e e g
Nationality: Sterrz Lecne,

(R N R

Sex: Mals )
4. Dare of birth: 1562
5. Place of origin: Jujuma. ¥aianun Districe
6. (Occupation: MeCnanic
7. Date/Place of Azack: Jujuma. around December 1998 =
8. Date of arrival: February/Marcn 1958
9. Route followed: Jujuma - Sefadu - Guinea
10. Accompanied by: atons
11. Physical Condition: arms ted for exznded peried, one finger seversd,

12. Date and Place of Interview 17/4/68 at Conakey
L3. Interviewing Officer Gezoooy Mose, Associatz Protecuioa Officer

Al some (me procably 1o Decamber 1997 (he is unsure-of the =xact datz) Mp, *%* = was
goung to work o the family farm with nis father. his father's cwo wives, thres sistars, and
approximately 13 workers, On the path they ran acrass @ grout of over 30 men in civilian
clothing carrying qulitary rifles. Mr. ##=*= apd his family ware neld st gunpoint, and
their assatlants demanded his father o give them his monzy. His father complied. but was
then beund and mutilated in ftont of the others: his beard was st on {ire. his eyes were

g Ll {

W]
o
by
=
3
o8]
s
v
i
5
-
T
o
(93]
W)
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159
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(918}
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(v
o}
O

Tt
1

he agsatlants

FUF rebels. procezded 0 shcor the second wife as well as

Mr. #7#=*s momer attempted © escape. but she was shot while running.
whom Mo TFeRE denrifies as
two of his three sisters. The third siscer was&abduczad. Meanwhile, M. #**== and two
other men were ted up, whersas the other workars azresd 0 join the repels and were led
away. Mr. ***** and s fellow prisoners wers guarded by five rebels. and remained at

the same spot for three davs,

)
)
(a8
-
]
o
=}
.
O
1
[@]
S
oy
)

aced nus bound hands 1oio the cowl. seversl
ed he same operation on

—

severad one of s fingers and serform

{

e
They orrersd no exclanation for this, but afterwards they unced the

hem ul the bush. The three secarated and Mo, *==** fqund nis way 10 Sefadou, wherzs he
saved T"o reund thres imonchs. Sefadou was then atacked ov junia forces, however., sQ

a
fie fled along with athers from the (own and came o Sulnea.

Iy
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1. Mame: e ek
fm 3 N . T . 17
2. Nationality: Sterra Lzone, KO o2
3. Sex Male
4. Date of Birth 63 vears old
5. Place of Origin e oyillage, Nyeva Chiefdom, Koinadusu

5. Occupation: Section Chief
7. Date/Place of Armack: 3 a

3. Dare of Arrival:

9. Route Followed:

10. Accompanied by:
11. Physical Condition:
12. Date and Place of [aterview: $/3/9% ar
13. Interviewing Officer: Anne Pa%udan, Field O

”'
v
\-
O
QY]
—

i Woadnseday A 7P 2C i~ o A e : ia o £ - A i
On Wednesday, Aprif 29, Mr. #==** 35 Chief received a message {rown the people of the
n

,
‘illage of Bendu that the rebels wers 2aung there and were heading iowards
[
£

5 tllage, among ¢ hf:ri Kono
men who had come w hele. They shared 17 single barrel rifles but had few carrmdzes

On arrival in the village the rebels opened firz. The villagers wers overrun, and three

were Killed. Mr. #***= then ordersd everyone to escape. He hiraself hid alone on top of a

larze rock af 2 distancs ;’COrr which he could waich what ook place 1o the villags. At 643
m the rebels. armed with AK 47 rifles. earerad the evacuated villagze. There were many

S
[ therm, and they wece 4&."(?11)&[11;"1‘ oy cuptives carrying gcods for them. They spoks
Krio, and were a mixture of military and civilian clothing with either boot s or old sports
shoes. The commander wore milita / fatizues. Mr, **"** notes (hat those he saw from
- T

close up nad rz=d eves, possibly fTom drugs. He saw therm burn all the houses in the

village excaot s'.'“e mosque. He does aor

e weni back w the ruins of the village but found notody
g the rail of the men who had attacksd the village, ancd found
two ot nis villagers dead on the path. They had besn sict, and the rebeis had taken chelr
riﬂé< As he walked around the area o ‘-nd more vicoms, oehieving that the repels were
1 the nergnoonng wown. he was ambushed ar Konkonia (Kissi Chiefdem) by eight armed
. .

men. He was caprured and 1o of the men rcok mum ¢ the group's commander in
Konkoma while the other six feft, M. *=7%* kpew the two men who ook nim: (XX
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foot. He2 handed her the two toes and wld her o oty

10 him hat this 1s what the regels can do o hus ozople

The rzbels took all her belongings and abandoned her. The fcot was bleeding neavily,
e cid not leave untid the following moerning. She was crving. A group of
in a farm hut close by heard her. One of them came 10 felp her. He washed ner €

younger trothers and they carred My, *7* == 11 a

§

hammock 10 Ghankadoen.

care of oy 2 group of hunters in this village. M3, =*=*** was unabie 0 walk

there for one month. When she had racoverad. she

Forokonia, she was carried by axi to Faranah.

was azle 1o walk 10 Forok

50 Ms.

people huding
= her foot and
provided her with first-aid. He put salt on the foor 1o stop the Dlesding. His wit



CASE # 2¢
SIERRA LEONE VICTINIS OF VIOLENCE -SUMMARY REPORT

[. Name:

2. Nationality: [0 lrize

3. Sex:

4. Date of Birth:

5. Place of Origin: o, Northern Provines

6. Occupation:

7. Date/ Place of Attack: & way [Q Siranikorc

8. Date of Arrival :

9. Route Followed: iranikoro - Mongobendu - Songeya - Faranah

10. Accompanied by: " Sop ***=**  apnd brother-in-law =*xss#

11. Physical Conditicn Right hand s { berween wrist and eibow. Head
tryured by t of a gun. causing an open wound
fac s now healing

12. Date and Place of Interview  10/6/G2 ai Farznah Hospital

13. Interviewing Gtficer : Charloce Rostort Ridung, Field Officer

Narrative:

Mr s¥*=r* way [iving in Seria whers the rebels wers prasent. They warz looting progerty,

but othervwise act doing any harm w the civiliun population. An ECOMOG detachment was

based o vlongobendu. six miles awa

ECOMOG senta s g= o Seria that peoplz not supporting the rebels should leave wown. I

not, they would-r eing killed. ECOMOC wished 0 warn e local pooulation. Mp. e

vay zfrald nst the repels by ECOMOG. Most pecple from Seria left own.

: ¢ 22 W K Iy -~ - rat < b
11998 wiile on his way 0 Sirzaikoco, Mo ==#%** was agacked by the rebels. They

r
were 01¢ing vn borh sides of the road hy a siream called Forngdo.

! . : i : ‘ o [Tic And
He was accompanied by us twe vear old son, aod a man UNKNOwn [0 O, His son and the
o

o ~ T T - . RN
‘o of them weare walking tenind Mr. .

-
L

About fifizen rebels artacksd him. They wers 11l unknown 0 nim. o was a mixwure of Sterra

, o e . i
l_zonerns and Liberans Thev spoke Wrio ana Libern tanguagss. He did not know which

r'r

faticn they belenged w. Jome of them wors amforms, some wore civilian clothes. He cannot

- } o e .
zxplain whyv the rebels 2tacked hum,

scik Thev hit nim with the buw of a gun, thus

The rebels tied Aim up with his elbows at the ba
causing an open wound oa nus head. Afrerwards. they leaned um 2gainst 2 Dig e and
severed g !

Rt nand with 2 cuclass. He has asked therm not 1o cut his right nand as he used
C

C~oincing a4t a dead man lying on the
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SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY REPORT

. Name: R e

Y

2. Nationality: Sterra Leone, Madingo iribe
3. Sex: Female
4. Date of Birth: 1963
Z. Place of Origin Gberan Futombe, Koinadugu
District, NortheraProvines
. Occupation: Farmer

. Date/Place of Arttack :
. Date of Arrival: L0/6/88 ar Faranah Hospital
. Route Followed: Coeriah Faromoo - Hermankono - Faranah
10. Accompanied By: Husband und dau
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11. Physical Condition: Calf of left fooc cur with cutlass. Leg laer ampurtated (o

. Date and Place of Tnterview 15,592 4r Farunan Hospual
c[nter

LLJ

rviewing Officer ; Charlomwe Rosiorr Fudung, Field Orticer
Narrative:

Ms. =m==** 5d her daughter were working oa their peanut farm in Gberiah Fatombo. when
' ‘ vorking on ancher farm. While working, four
repels approacned Ms. **=*=* She did not know anv of her assailants anc did not hear any

T ck uarforms and the other two (n civilian clothes.

aey spoke Kno. Mz ===** does aor know why she was attackad by the rebels.

Cne of tie r=zels grabred her from benind and in 2 commancing voice old aer to sit down on

e ground. Cne of the repels waniad 10 have sexual r2lacons wich Ms. ****=* burshe a

n (l O

her ¢ caugnter started <rving and Ms. #7790 * pleaded the refels o leave her alone. She ask
~ 5

them © not abuse her and told them chat she had just given birth w0 a child. The repels asks
her where the £a0y was, and she replied that she had left the baby at the house. Her daughter

(D

managsd o ren awav and che rabels did o pursue her

The redels absiatned rom abusing her sesvaily. [nsteaq. they said © her that they wers not
going 0 =t her 20, They decided o cut fer leg as a punishment {or not ofiering sexual
favours. One rzoel bent down over fer and cul the calf of e fert leg twics, Ms, =x===*
believes that it was the inteanion of the r=dels © sevar her foot completely. The rebels hic her
. [‘Lle Lsp'}_nal cord and oo the back. bur as she was crying loudly, they evenrually let e go.

WWhen che rebels had left, Mg, =*»=%* ;ried 0 r2turn home, which was abouc iwno mitles rom

the fleld. On the way home, Ms. =*7 == fal] down incc a hole. In the evening, people coming

pack from thewr rarms t‘@und her and thev wenl 1o 22t her husband in Gherian Fatombo. Ms.
s wag carmied 104 hammock Tom Goenah Fatombo o Hermankono and {rom thers oy

1

Oy e

vehicle (o Furgnan,
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SIEREA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMARY WEPORT
1. Name: e & Ko
2. Natonality: Siecra Leors, Koun tribe
3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth:
5. Place of Origin:
§. Occupation:
7. Date/Place of Attack:

Date of Arrival:

Route Followed:
Accompanied By:

11. Physical Conditicn:

12. Date and Place of Lnterview:
13. Interviewing Officer:

o o0

pt

Narrative:

: . mz gunshiots and want2d ro run
ut instead ne was caugne by one c2bel who wok im thees other tebels. They wers dressed o
combaz clothing, carried arms and sooke Koo, !
The r2bels said that they wers looking for Sierra Lecnean scldiers. They muulated him by
[

After he was mualaed, the refels orderad him o sit down while they were destroving and
DLUrMIng Cown Douses. AE{@* a while they seemed (0 have forgoten about um and nhe
managed (0 esczpe o the bush. His hand was olez2ding

De same duy he met Qis family of seven ' the fush. The famuly pr
fardu. because thev werz scared of slaving i the ares. Between £
e ig tor placed medicine oa

Vi La.ge calh:d P\o;m: a Jdocror called <~ ====rreaied us Dand.

%o Gumcu‘



SIERRA LEONE VICTIVIS OF VIOLENCE - SUMMNARY REPORT

Name: e

2. Nationality: Sierra Laone

3. Sex: Mals

¢ Darte of Birth: 13/2/72

5. Place of Origin: Kabala,, SLE

5. Occupation: Driver

7. Date of Arrival: 2/5/98

8. Darte/Place of Artack: Januarv 1996 at Jaime Sizafz

5. Route Followed. Koidu - Yomardeou - Massadou - Soumoundou -
Faranan - CXY (11/3)

10. Accompanied by:
1. Physical Condition:
(2. Date and Place of [aterview:

; - YR ) e et [,
13 Interviewing Officer: Grc:grw Mose. Asscciare Proecuon Oificer

Narrative:

Mr, *F*F* had his arm sev
Tun uo sidennal slecnions in

campaignl ng on tbehall of Ahmed Terar than in the village of Ja " Koo i
District) when a group of ' R~

-people with pro-democracy sympath ol
the rebels proceeded 1 amputate arms one DY One.

Mr. #=% s the third vicdm. Fle recounts belng forzad w lie down on the
ground and v ¢pread his arms wids, His atiackers then made several prelimigary culs on
fis ugper arm (o cetermine whers Desi o sirike g order 0 break amuum the bene. L ms

< arm with two blows of the cuclass. They then ted a note

oy
,4

being dene, they cut off ks
around tis neck which expressed RUT s rasistance 0 e‘cc ons and set lum fre=. [0 was

the viilagers of Jaima Suafe who tock him o the hospital ar Koidu for reaiment. He does

net wncw e fate of the other orisoners buf assumes tnat they too had limbs seversd.

L
Mo e claums <ha = NEeTSOT T2SD0NSs i n RUF commander nicknamed
" Superman. | Accordin U ’ cer in the RUT
after Foday Sankoh and the military commander known as ~Mosguim. ™ Hz is repocted 10

; ‘ ‘ oy faur whesl drive vahicle, and Mo
leac a s q uad of around 20 r=beis in 2 red Tayora Hilox four whesl doive vehicle, and Mr

<w=E= cepOris that he “specializes” in ampuating egemies of tie =k

-



NT}

0
m
U
-
Rl
@]
T>
=
m
.
O
g
i
O
im
O
O
%
—]
5
>
-
O
<

Age de ans. Cejourdu. e 1298

Etat Gerneral . ... 2] L L TR L R RLEEEELEEREEREEEREERERED

Consiantes HemoTymamIGUES ... R Rt b
N - R '.‘ P

Le patient oresante des lesicns mutilantes de typel..... SRS TR FnARE L

SIEGE ... KSR
Stace de clicavisation .. sl TR I
. : ~ IR i i
Ertat d= la lesan.. . U B I N E e Set S SRS
Date procaole du traumatisme ...l ALk
' Lo P - - o L
Canclusion / Remarques... maxl oyl o Lol ML L TR
- D ey . o ~: Lo T S R ST SR
L =
'S ! ook | 2 S L 1Qg
Fait courle HCR 2 ... S el [ P BAVN 13¥Z0
Signature
i .
! .
o 2



(-’
{aﬂf;ﬂay}jﬂ S

SRTRSRY

CA
SIERRA LEONE VICTIMS OF VIOLEN CE-SUMMARY REPORT

1. NAME: flalaliole
2. NATIONALITY: SierTu leane
3. SEX: Malz
4. DATE OF BIRTH: 1953 (40 vears)
5. PLACE OF OQRIGIN: Dansangey (7Y, close to the border
6. OCCUPATION: Farmer
7. DATE/PLACE OF ATTACK: Kulumbaye. 14.11.1953
8. DATE OF ARRIVAL: First nme: mud-August 1998
. ROUTE FOLLOMWED: cros3ng at Toumandou

10. ACCOMPANIED BY: 13 Family members, including wife and | caulcd

11. PHYSICAL CONDITION: Right nand cur, {eft g e

12. DATE AND PLACE OF INTERVIESY: 1771199 ar Guackedou Hosoid

I3 INTERVIEVWING OFFICER: Ann Paiucan. Prorecnon Ctficer, Cueckedou

L2 NARRATIVE:
Cn Frday, November borcer and went i

search for food aecar thesr

- A
o\/dw:up 9f 18 repel d bows and arrows
T T A ey oAt
knives, and guns. Thev we [ { [ ciclres

e
rz dressed as “cherlatans” (CKori-plavers”) or aunters, Wwearing & mikours o
e did not undersiznd thelr language, asiher fu




G
iy

e
i)

Paiihie]

vy
T
o
PR
h..ﬁ!.\

LI




ST

=
=i
7
(e

eyt

e

<o)
[9)]
(8]

[0)]

)
U
93]
™m

u
=
3
A
O
«N\.,
e

!

RSN

)

-~
R S

\

4

NNV

~
—-.}.

RS v andd
A,

ji

“

ht
w
[y
el |

i

st

a1

—
—
Patin

A

rary e sale -
T 0 Lk 2

Caenclision /

)
(€}
(€2

o

U]



o

. {)O;o%

o
)
N

pl

o)
")
(o
o
WL
¥y
Zaa
CJR

. - e o o - . R
SIERRA LECNE vICTIVIS O VIOLENCE - SUMNMARY REPORT
T, NMAME: i

2. NATIONALITY:

3. SEXG

4. DATE OF BIRTH:

PLACE OF ORIGIN:

6. OCCUPATION:

7. DATE/PLACE QF ATTACK:
DATE OF ARRIVAL:

9. ROUTE FOLLOWED:

10. ACCONMPANIED BY:

1. PHYSICAL CONDITION

12.DATE AND PLACE OF INTRRVIEW:

3. INTERVIEWING OFFICER

Ln

NARRATIVE

< v o e ‘ B
Novemeer (28 Mo TEeE cogssed the river and went inte Sierma leone tggether with acour |

Cn T1

other

':J
[ad
—t
«
e
©

w3 spent :he plshe Jw‘

which the rebe
.recpie weowan

000V name, 25 noving besn mmendiv o Aim when nev bot were in Port Loko be
i e mAdy AarE Rie e IR o SRR S
aren all over mis bodv and Qs ©wo nands were ampuiated. B

[=91
(o rest 2very o omunuees he reached Kawiz (7) on Monda




Re}

by

S aread

N

N

|



W
9
\N

iyt e oy W
1 o0 oG oo by
) i P o ) )
(ST L . =
g sy om4 3
¢ : Y 2
L bob RS 0 -9 g
RN R ooy
e o L T =l o
oy g Uoa mw REEY =
‘ P D C -4 _
ﬂ.ﬁ,ﬁw S S 4) =) S =
el . o) o W o]
g 1 ML - m& o T
P, R R PR
T 5] o 1o 03 4!
o 3
- v oW 5
ot . C
T > O I @)
Gueopa M,W o U, =
R [ LR a -t
Come? i CEI =
(. o o SR SJ O
LN : v
q) >
RE s
B .
*
N
*
. ¥
) s L
) woTLy
O
N&]
1o
v t
1)
1
n v
2_“ L e
§V) .. [Nl
(3] p ™
L 7~ 1
o) [}
2 -
) oy
ae] Ao
Pv 1|/A * "
- 7y ¥
o o0
72 3
1 O [Fa]
' ) b
oy e
[

= S

1A 7k
n 4 O oun

g > b
o7 2 5 E

By 3
o m e T

a) ¥
Ll R ¥ -~

*

“ y X

I
“ oy
L3 O =




IS

£

e

)

"\iﬂ
2’
Wi

G

it



f

)

2one

=9

-
[a Wy

w

O
[ R
.4

L:

EOFARRIVA

8. DAT

CROUTE FOLLOWED:

9

MPANIED BY:

ACCO

10.

NARZ

Aa

N

[
]
LE)
]

Flyrea

was

123 MInQr Wno

N

val

b

urtuna. Uson are

V
Hary

1d mel

o
o
—
O
(@]
5]
N
[
)

T2 out LIl

[AS wt

-
15

[§ )

[ENe]

conduc

el}]
|

}

{eeve |

3

long

¢

A raraea

o ae T

)
sy
ey

Seeinlole iR

RN

h

ampt

Se2S COF

)

Loy
nSig

[o2e

o

put

ans
ed uD

1
I8

v

Arbhas -~
(DS Yuey

ara

HUTIS WO W

by a

cok n

i

e

s

1

Gy, Lne rehel

ANt E

red

Ykl

Th=n recovniz

le

L

1enl 1

Loy

=
22

Irst

o

s

o8]
I

1”

1

ere broug!

oy

e

e

vl
Y
O
2
)

-

quarsa

Use o iniged

mporiant

cecal

l

(e csvene

adegua

vin

race

OO

O
wr
=

[P
[0t

e m
(NGe

Cents

nologv of e

o

tne &xacr ¢

(@]
ba
I

coaraiion

N

Lo
1
(&)
[
v
.
1
(ol
u

nzing

tod

a3
]




A0
o
ha
<o
<D

T,
e

e

Gt




e

LN

o




SR TRIES!

(RN

A :::.H:t_._ f,,

M
!

[ u\»).\h T IOA

-

RSN CTL

N



< AN

]

G



70. UNAMSIL Report, 6 December 1999 (S/1999/1223)

N

C’)‘\'



UNITED
NATIONS
@ Security Council
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=< ~ ' - L . .. GENERAL
S/1999/1223

6 December 1999

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FIRST REPORT ON THE UNITED NATIONS MISSION IN
SIERRA LEONE (UNAMSIL)

I. INTRODUCTION

1. By paragraph 8 of its resolution 1270 (1999) of 22 October 1999, the
Security Council established the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNAMSIL), with a broad mandate to cooperate with the Government of Sierra Leone
and other parties to the Lomé Peace Agreement of 7 July 1999 in the
implementation of the Agreement, to assist in the disarmament, demcbilization
and reintegration of ex-combatants, and perform other tasks as set out in my
report to the Security Council, dated 23 September 1999 (S/1999/1003).

2. By paragraph 26 of the same resolution, the Security Council requested me
to report every 45 days to provide updates on the status of the peace process,
on security conditions on the ground, and on the continued level of deployment
of perscnnel of the Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOMOG). The presgent report is submitted in accordance with that
request and covers developments until 2 December 1999.

ITI. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

3. While substantial progress has been achieved in the implementation of the
Lomé Agreement, the overall situation in the country remains precarious. After
the return to Freetown on 3 October 1999 of Foday Sankoh, leader of the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF), and Johnny Paul Koroma, leader
of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), both men undertoock a series of
visits to meet with combatants and sensitize them to the Lomé& Agreement and the
disarmament, demcbilization and reintegration (DDR) programme. They visited
Lungi on 8 October and Port Loko on 13 October together. Subsequent visits to
other sites were undertaken separately due to the increasing tension between RUF
and AFRC. Mr. Sankoh visited RUF positions at Buedu, Daru, Segbwema, Makeni and
Magburaka, while Mr. Koroma met with ex-Sierra Leone Army (SLA) combatants in
the Occra Hills area.

4. On 20 October, President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah announced the composition of
the Government of National Unity, comprising 20 ministers (including four
members of RUF/AFRC); five ministers of State; and 13 deputy ministers

99-36966 (E) 061299 [oa.
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(including four members of RUF/AFRC). After Parliament confirmed the new
appointees, the members of the Government were gsworn in on 2 November. Since
then, the new Cabinet has met regularly in discharging its functions under the
Constitution. BHowever, few policy anncuncements have been made by the new
Government.

5. Alsoc on 20 October, President Kabbah appointed Mr. Sankoh as the Chairman
of the Commission for the Management of Strategic Resources, National
Reconstruction and Development (CMRRD), and also appointed Mr. Koroma as the
Chaixman of the Commission for the Consolidation of Peace (CCP). While the two
Commissions have yet to be egtablished, Mr. Koroma has already presented his
views concerning the organization of work of CCP, which is the central
monitoring body charged with overseeing and facilitating the implementation of
the Lomé Agreement. The Parliament decided to establish an Executive
Secretariat to assist the work of CMRRD.

6. On 22 November, RUF was registered provisionally with the Interim Natiocmal
Electoral Commission as the Revolutionary United Front Parxrty (RUFP) in Freetown.
As goon as RUFP meets all the criteria of a political party, such as having a
constitution and party premises, the registration will become official.

Mr. Sankoh, at the time of the registration, announced that all of his main
field commanders will now be in charge of the party’s chapters in their
respective areas of operation. RUF should now give full priority to its
transformation into a purely political party, which efforts would be deserving
of support and encouragement.

III. MILITARY AND SECURITY SITUATION

7. After a period of relative calm, the military and security situation
deteriorated in the months of October and November as a result of an increase in
ceagsefire violations and human rights abuses by rebel elements. In early
Octoker, RUF moved several hundred RUF fighters from Kailahun to Makeni, the
provincial capital of the Northern Province and the central transit point in the
north of the country. Makeni, which had been previously under joint RUF/AFRC
control, was subsequently attacked and taken over by RUF troops on 15 October.
AFRC elements, at the urging of Mr. Koroma, reportedly withdrew northwards.
Later, fighting between RUF and AFRC also took place around Lunsar and Rogberi.
RUF pursued the retreating AFRC groups from Makeni northwards and now controls a
“significant portion of the Makeni-Kabala axis south of the town of Kabala, one
of the only two locations in the Northern Province under the Government’s
control.

8. These serioug violations of the ceasefire have been condemmed by the Joint
Monitoring Commiesion (JMC) and were strongly protested through public
statements by my Special Representative. Regional leaders, including President
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, also appealed to the parties to stop their
military confrontation. To date, RUF remains in control of Makeni and troop
movem=nts continue. Efforts to re-establish an Economic Community of West
African States Ceasefire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) presence in this town failed
when a company of ECOMOG troops was withdrawn in response to hostile public
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statements by Foday Sankah and Sam Bockarie. However, the same company was
deployed at Lunsar on 30 November.

9. On 28 and 29 November, an exchange of fire took place between ECOMOG troops
and a group of ex-SLA elements, which had raided the village of Pepel,

20 kilometres East of Lungi. A Ghanian ECOMOG soldier was injured and a rebel
was killed in the incident. :

10. The Joint Monitoring Commission, which has met regularly since July 1999
under the chairmanship of UNAMSIL, has only recently become fully operaticnal
since RUF assigned a permanent member to the Commission. RUF also did not
cooperate initjially with ceasefire monitoring committees (CMCs) established with
the agsistance of the United Nations in the areas of Kenema, Bo, Port Loko and
Hastings, and threatened UNAMSIL and ECOMOG personnel when requested to provide
access to some RUF-controlled areas for CMC activities and other tasks.
However, AFRC and RUF representatives to the CMCs have now been appointed and
will be briefed on their tasks in early December. Two incidents of short-term
detention of UNAMSIL patrols by RUF occurred at Segbwema and Buedu as a result
of RUF insistence that no movement may take place without its explicit
permission.

11. ECOMOG troops have continued to fulfil their vital tasks of providing
security at Freetown and Lungi as well as to many new areas in the gouthern
parts of the country. Some clashes occurred between ECOMOG troops and small
groups of armed rebels during the reporting period.  ECOMOG also continued to
maintain contacts with RUF/AFRC field commanders, and provided some logistical
assistance to the Government related to peace efforts, including visits of

Mr. Sankoh and Mr. Koroma to the countryside. ECOMOG has also provided support
to facilitate humanitarian assistance and to assist released abductees and
displaced persons. UNAMSIL military observers continued to work closely with
ECOMOG in monitoring the military and security situation in Sierra Leone and in
the implementation of the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
programme.

IV. DISARMAMENT AND DEMOBILIZATION

12. The disarmament, demobilization #nd reintegration (DDR) programme was
officially launched on 20 October by President Kabbah, marked by the disarmament
in Freetown of a symbolic number of cofbatants from the former rebel forces and
the Civil Defence Forces (CDF). The first phase of the programme started on

4 November, when four new demobilization centres were opened at Port Loko (with
separate centres for RUF/AFRC and CDF), Daru (RUF/AFRC) and Kenema -(CDF), in
addition to the long-standing camp at Lungi. In each area, several reception
sites are operational and are set up tp disarm combatants before their transfer
to the demobilization centres. UNAMSIL has deployed between 12 and 25 military
obgservers at each location and works closely with the Government, ECOMOG and the
United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID).

1 . . .
13. The initial response to the start of the DDR programme has been very poor.

However, after an additional appeal by Mr. Sankoh on 25 and 26 November to RUF
fighters at Port Loko and Lunsar, the number of their ex-combatants reporting to

/..
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the DDR camp at Port Loko rose significantly, which caused gome strain on the
management of the camp. As at 30 November, out of an estimated total of

45,000 fighters, 658 AFRC/ex-SLA, 1,469 RUF and 518 CDF ex-combatants have been
registered in demobilization centres, in addition to the 1,572 ex-combatants
registered at Lungi. Of the registered ex-combatants, 454 AFRC/ex-SLA/RUF and
92 CDF combatants were children. As of 2 December, the total number of
ex-combatants registered at the DDR sites stood at 4,217, and the ratio of
surrendered weapons to ex-combatants was about 1:4. Mr. Sankoh indicated that
RUF might suspend its part1c1patlon in disarmament in view of the poor response
of the other groups. -

14. Sc far, no RUF combatants have reported for disarmament in the areas of
their eastern strongholds around Daru. These troops are under direct command of
Sam Bockarie, a key RUF commander, who has publicly stated that the troops under
his command will not disarm unless Nigerian ECOMOG troops withdraw from the
country. He has also stated that he will resist any attempts at forced
disarmament by United Nations troops.

15. 1In spite of the progress described above, the DDR process continues to
suffer because of several security and organizational problems. Continuing
movement of RUF troops and the fighting at Makeni have deepened mistrust among
the rebels, which has prevented the establishment of a climate of confidence
which would encourage ex-combatants to enter the DDR programme. In spite of

Mr. Sankoh’s public appeals, doubts remain with regard to the RUF commitment to
the DDR programme. There is also a lack of understanding among combatants about
the provisions of the DDR programme, especially concerning financial support and
provisions for reintegration, which requires urgent strengthening of relevant
public information programmes. UNAMSIL, for its part, has stepped up its own
public information efforts in support of the peace process.

16. Recently, there have been several worrying incidents of unresgt among the
ex-ccmbatants of the Lungi and Port Loko demobilization centres, partly as a
result of a lack of information about the reintegration programme, but also
because the ex-combatants have already spent several weeks or months of
encarpment without any necessary financial assistance for modest expenses or to
provide for families and dependents who tend to accompany combatants to the
democbilization centres. These issues need to be addressed urgently not only to
prevent unrest among ex-combatants but also to make the disarmament programme
more attractive for those who have not yet surrendered their arms. In addition,
(it is important to accelerate the demobilization process in order to avoid a
prolonged presence of former fighters in the camps. Serious delays could occur
unless a comprehensive plan for reintegration is developed and the necessary
arrangements are put in place.

17. The National Committee for Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
(NCDDR) , the main policy body in which all key stakeholders are represented
(Government, RUF, AFRC, United Nations, ECOMOG and donor representatives), has
met weekly to review ways of accelerating the DDR process and provide guidance
to the programme. As a result, sensitization efforts have been stepped up, and
the RUF/AFRC leadership has received strong encouragement to ensure that their
forces participate in the DDR programme. NCDDR also set 15 December as the date
at which the phase of digarmament of all ex-combatants should be completed.
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18. Since the camps at Port Loko have now reached full capacity, efforts are
under way to establish demobilization centres at Kambia, Makeni and Magburaka
once cooperation from RUF is forthcoming. As the number of ex-combatants
joining the DDR programme is rising, it has become apparent that strong
coordination and leadership is needed to keep the process on course and maintain
a level of stability throughout the country. I therefore appeal to the
Government of Sierra Leone, to rebel groups and to all agencies involved to step
up their efforts to expedite the implementation of the programme.

19. According to World Bank esgtimates, the financial support to the DDR
programme as of 2 December stands at US$ 5.6 million in committed resources from
the United Kingdom to the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) administered by the
World Bank on behalf of the Government and an additiomnal USS$ 4.3 million in
confirmed pledges to MDTF from the Govermments of Norway (US$ 1 million),
Germany (US$ 1 million), Canada (US$ 1.7 wmillion) and Italy (US$ 0.6 milliom).
Approximately US$ 15 million has been made available in parallel or co-financing
support, including US$ 7 million from the World Bank through a community
reintegration and rehabilitation project, US$ 3.5 million from DFID for camp
management, a proposal for US$ 2.7 million from WFP for the feeding of encamped
ex-combatants and a US$ 2 million appeal for activities aimed at child
ex-combatants in the year 2000. The Government of Japan has made US$ 1 million
available for DDR activities through the United Nations trust fund. While the
contributions made are encouraging signs of the intermational community’s
commitment to help the Sierra Leonean people, I should like to reiterate my
strong appeal to donors to contribute to the World Bank MDTF in order to meet
the total of US$ 50 million needed for the DDR process.

V. HUMAN RIGHTS
20. The human rights situation in Sierra Leone has also deteriorated markedly
in recent weeks. Since early October 1999, there has been an escalation of
attacks on civilians by former rebel elements in the areas west of the Occra
Hills, along the Lungi-Port Loke road, as well as around Kabala and in parts of
Koinadugu. The attacks frequently involve rape, abduction and harassment, in
addition to looting and destruction of property. The frequency of attacks on
civilians continues to impede freedom of movement  in many locations and to
prompt the displacement of people. : :

21. -In particular, fighting between RUF and ex-SLA elements at Makeni, Lunsar
and in other. northerm areas has resulted in serious abuses of the rights of the
affected civilian communities. During the clashes at Makeni and Lunsar a number
of civilians were killed, women were raped and there was widespread looting,
including of the property of humanitarian organizations. In October, a group of
some 40 humanitarian workers were prevented by RUF elements f£rom leaving Makeni
" for four days. Reports received in recent weeks from Makeni and Lumsar, as well
as from other locations under RUF control, such as Magburaka and Fadugu, suggest
that the remaining civilian populations are subject to a harsh system of civil .
control, with severe punishments, including execution or threat of execution for
those accused of offences, and the imposition of arduous food levies. Both
national and international staff of humanitarian organizations have been
subjected to threats and intimidation. One organization was ckbliged to cease

/.




5/1999/1223
Engliish
Page 6

operating in Makeni following threats against its personnel delivered by
Mr. Sankoh and senior RUF personnel on 15 November.

22, Commitments entered into under the Lomé Agreement and subsequent
reaffirmation notwithstanding, both RUF and AFRC have shown great reluctance to
release adult and child abductees. Only some 1,000 adults and children have
beer. released so far. Considerable numbers are still in captivity. For
instance, more than 2,000 children are registered as missing from the Western
Area since the rebel incursion of January 1999. <Child fighters, including
abductees, were still being sent into combat as recently as October, when a
number of 1l5-year-old boys were injured in combat with othexr AFRC elements.

23. Commendable efforts are being made to establish an effective and democratic
police force in Sierra Leone. The newly appointed Inspector General of the
national police has initiated a number of important human rights-related
investigations and is promoting the development of enhanced human rights
sensitivity within the force. The United Nations is redeploying a small team of
civil police advisers, who will coordinate with other intermational efforts to
advise the Government of Sierra Leone and local police officials on police
practice, training, re-equipment and recruitment.

24, TUNAMSIL is also working closely with consultants provided by the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to facilitate the
egtablishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Human Rights
Commission, both of which are to be set up pursuant to the provisions of the
Lomé Agreement. At the request of the Government, the Office of the High
Commissioner is developing draft statutes for these Commissions which will be
presented to the Government of Sierra Lecne. The 0Office has also commizsioned a
consultant to study the nexus between the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and a possible international commission of inquiry into human rights wviolations.

VI. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

25. Deteriorating security conditioms throughout the country have reversed
gaina in access and prevented further expansion of humanitarian activity despite
commitments by all parties of the Lomé Agreement to allow unhindered access
countrywide. In particular, during the October RUF/AFRC clashes at Makeni,
humanitarian agencies were targeted for looting and harassment. Much of the
stolen property has not yet been returned. A further result of the fighting has
" been the displacement of more than 1,500 civilians to Kabala and the suspension
of amsistance to vulnerable groups. Disturbingly high rates of malnutrition
previously assessed in other areas of the northern and eastern provinces remain
unaddressed.

26. Humanitarian organizations attempting to re-establish programme activities
in the area of Makeni following the October clashes have been forced to withdraw
due to threats and harassment by RUF commanders. In addition, on 17 November a
vehicle belonging to an international NGO was ambushed along the Port Loko-Lungi
highway. Its occupants were abducted and badly treated. Regular attacks on
villages in this area have led to an increase of internally displaced persons
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along the Port Loko-Lungi axis. However, insecurity along the highway continues
to impede the delivery of humanitarian supplies.

27. Attempts to gain access into these areas continue, including efforts to
upgrade roads to allow for large-scale food distributions and other programmes
in the Easterm Province. It is obvious that without sustained and convincing
action by AFRC and RUF leaders to stem these incidents, the delivery of
humanitarian assistance beyond the western area and southern provinces will
remain extremely difficult. The deterioration of the security situation has
also stalled plans to commence monitoring and assistance to internally displaced
persons and returnees.

28. From 7 to 11 November, a multi-donor mission led by Caroline McaAskie,
Officer-in-Charge of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, visited Sierra Leone and Guinea to determine how best the
international donor community could support the peace process. In addition to
exploring support for the DDR programme, the mission’s findings highlighted the
need for a swift and vigorous humanitarian response if access increases
dramatically, as well as immediate reintegration programmes for ex-combatants in
tandem with support to Sierra Leonean communities. The Consolidated
Inter-Agency Appeal for the year 2000, launched on 23 November at Geneva,
requests $71 million in support of humanitarian activities.

VII. DEPLOYMENT OF UNAMSIL

29. In line with Security Council resolution 1260 (1999) of 20 August 1999, the
civilian component of UNAMSIL is being strengthened with the deployment of
additional political affairs and human rights officers, as well as the
establishment of public information and civil affairs sections. The chief civil
affairs officer has arrived in Freetown and has begun developing the programme
of work, which should have its offices throughout the country. A senior Child
Protection Adviser will be deployed shortly to ensure adequate and sustained
attention to child rights and protection.

30. More than 200 military observers and a 1l5-member medical team are currently
deployed at mission headquarters at Freetown, Hastings, Lungi, Port Loko, Bo,
Kenema and Daru. Immediately after the adoption of Security Council resolution
1270 (199%9), a United Nations technical team was dispatched to Sierra Leone in
late October to assist the Observer Mission in preparing for the deployment of
the mandated 6,000 United Nations troops. Despite the very tight timetable,
preparation for the deployment of military contingents has progressed
effectively, partly as a result of the excellent cooperation provided by the
Government of Sierra Leone. By mid-November, reconnaissance parties from India
and Kenya for the deployment of their troops had completed their tasks, and had
drawn up plans for the deployment of the Indian and Kenyan battalions in
Koidu/Kailahun and Makeni/Magburaka by December. The final decisions on
deployment of various contingents will take into account security conditions on
the ground. Meanwhile, the first contingent of 130 Kenyan troops arrived at
Freetown on 29 November. Active preparations continue for the deployment of
troops and military observers made available to UNAMSIL by the Governments of
Nigeria, Ghana and Guinea. The Secretariat believes that it will be crucial to
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expedite the deployment of these military perscmnel. A status of forces
agreement is being finalized at Headquarters and will shortly be submitted to
the Government of Sierra Leone.

31. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the United Nations
country team have continued to work on developing the modalities for the
implementation of the strategic framework for Sierra Leome. An initial draft
plan for the strategic framework approach is expected to be completed by the end
of December.

32. On 19 November, I appointed Oluyemi Adeniji (Nigeria) as my Special
Repregentative in Sierra Leone. Mr. Adeniji has most recently served as my
Special Representative for the Central African Republic. I have also appointed
Major-General Vijay Kumar Jetley (India) as Force Commander of UNAMSIL. Both
men are expected to assume their duties at Freetown in the first half of
December. I would like to pay special tribute to my outgoing Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, who has discharged his duties under often very
difficult conditions, and I am most grateful for his leadership during the peace
process which included the signing of the Lomé Agreement.

VIII. OBSERVATIONS

33. Undeniably, some progress has been made in the implementation of the Lomé
Agreement with the return of the RUF and AFRC leadership to Sierra Leone, the
establishment of the Government of National Unity, the provisional registration
of RUF as a political party, and a recent increase of the number of
ex-combatants registering for the DDR programme.

34. However, serious human rights abuses, ceasefire violations, including
fighting between RUF and AFRC, extensive movement of troops and weapons by the
former and the targeting of humanitarian perscnnel give cause for very serious
concarn. The continued violence against the people of Sierra Leone and
international personnel is unacceptable and perpetrators should expect to be
held accountable for their actions. The RUF and AFRC leadership as well as all
their local commanders should prove by their actions that they are indeed
committed to the peace process, in particular to the complete cessation of
hogtilities and international human rights standards and humanitarian law,
including the release of all abductees as aspecified in the Lomé Agreement.

35. Despite some improvements, the humanitarian crisis in Sierra Leone
continues unabated. In addition, some national and international humanitarian
personnel have suffered harassment, assault and even detention at the hands of
the former rebel forces. The Lomé Peace Agreement clearly commits all former
parties to the conflict to providing safe and unhindered access for humanitarian
interventions. Yet the delivery of assistance continues to be cbkstructed by
arbitrary clearance procedures and threats. This should stop.

36. While the United Nations expedites the deployment of its troops in Sierra
Leone, ECOMOG is expected to continue to play a critical role in providing

national security functions as well as asgisting the DDR process, as envisaged
in the Lomé Agreement. To this end, it will be required to maintain a credible
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force of several thousand troops. I would like to commend ECOMOG, once again,
for its continued efforts in support of the Government and people of Sierra
Leone. I therefore would like to renew my strong appeal to donors to provide
ECOMOG with much-needed support in order to allow it the means to effectively
perform its indispensable tasks.

37. I also should like to express my appreciation for the important involvement
of regional leaders in the Sierra Leonean peace process, and I should like to
encourage them to continue to support the efforts of the Government of Sierra
Leone, the international community and other stakeholders to bring peace to this
battered country.

38. There is also an urgent need to strengthen and accelerate the process of
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants and to enhance
the coordination of these crucial activities. I welcome the progress made by
the Government of Sierra Leone and the invaluable contributions of the donor
community, especially the Govermment of the United Kingdom and the World Bank,
in establishing the necessary demobilization facilities. I encourage all
concerned to continue their efforts to build confidence among the parties,
increase awareness of the procedures and benefits of the DDR programme and
improve the links between the various steps in the programme. I have already
asked UNAMSIL to step up its efforts in support of these crucial aspects of the
peace process.

39. The commitments of the parties to the Lomé Agreement will be put to the
test in the coming crucial period. Now that the main mechanisms for ceasefire
monitoring and disarmament are in place, the responsibility rests with the
leaders of the rebel movements to advance the peace process in Sierra Leone.
The rebel movements now take part in the Government and should work in it
towards a durable peace. I believe that any efforts in this regard will meet
with the support of the intermational community. The United Nations, in close
cooperation with ECOMOG, stands ready to do its part.

40. I should like, once again, to express my appreciation to my Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, to the Chief Military Observer, Brigadier-General
Subhash C. Joshi, and to all the military and civilian personnel of UNAMSIL for
their unwavering commitment and efforts under difficult circumstances.
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87. Speech by the President of Sierra Leone His Excellency. Alhaj Dr. Ahmd Tejan kabbah
at the ceremony marking the conclusion and disarmament and the destruction of weapons
Lungi, 18 January 2002.
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Speech by the President of Sierra Leone -
His Excellency, Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
at the ceremony marking the conclusion of

disarmament and the destruction of weapons
Lungi, 18 January 2002

Never before since March 1996 when I took the solemn oath of office to lead this nation have I
been so moved by a public ceremony as the one we are witnessing here today. It is indeed an
honour and a great privilege for me to stand here and serve as host for this awe-inspiring
declaration of peace in Sierra Leone.

Not too long ago, the flames of war were mercilessly consuming thousands of innocent lives and
countless property in several parts of our country. Today, we are happy that those flames of war
have been extinguished, and that now we are about to watch the flames of peace, destroy some of
the implements of war. What a relief! The ceremony marks the symbolic conclusion of the
disarmament process, and an historic expression of our deep sense of national triumph.

The presence of some of my colleagues, President John Kufour and so many Foreign and Defence
Ministers underscores the significance of the occasion. I should, therefore, on behalf of the people
of Sierra Leone, and on my own personal behalf, start by extending a warm welcome to you all.
We also welcome the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, Dr. Mohamed Chambers, and high level
representatives of other leaders and heads of organizations who would have also liked to join us
here today, but were unable to do us because of pressing commitments. [ have no doubt that they
also associate themselves with the spirit of this ceremony.

The conflict that has just formally ended was essentially an internal conflict. However, no one
should underestimate its regional and international dimensions and implications. So let me touch
briefly on the roles of ECOWAS, the United Nations and the rest of the international community.

Today, as we celebrate the dawn of lasting peace and security in Sierra Leone, we are also
symbolically erecting a new milestone on the road to peace and stability in the West African sub-
region. The events in the past ten to twelve years have shown that the proverbial ‘we are our
neighbour’s keeper’ has become more relevant to the situation in our sub-region.

To our sister states of ECOWAS, it is an understatement to say that you have given true meaning
to the concept of collective regional security. The mandate that ECOWAS received from the UN
Security Council in resolution 1132 (1997), under Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nations, to enforce and monitor implementation of the arms and oil embargo against the rebel-
military junta, was a landmark decision. It was an acknowledgement of the capacity of ECOWAS
as an instrument of conflict resolution in the international system. It turned out to be one of the
stepping stones towards the peace process in Sierra Leone.

I should like to pay special tribute to those States, members of ECOWAS, that have advanced the
cause of peace in Sierra Leone, as troop contributors to ECOMOG:; in particular, Nigeria, Guinea,
Ghana and Mali; or as facilitators and hosts of peace talks, especially Cote d’Ivoire and Togo. To
other states of the Community that demonstrated their solidarity with the people of Sierra Leone

http://www sierra-leone.org/kabbah011802 html 4/28/2004
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throughout the conflict, we salute you. -
We remember those ECOMOG soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice of giving up their own
lives so that our children can live in peace. We renew our assurances to their families and
respective governments that their memories will for ever remain in our hearts. I would like to
reassure you that every Sierra Leonean knows that without ECOWAS and its monitoring group,
ECOMOG, the prospects for disarmament and peace would have been extremely bleak.

Let me however, point out, that notwithstanding the resounding success of ECOWAS in Sierra
Leone, the organization is facing a serious challenge to its principal mission, namely "to promote
regional integration in all fields of economic activity." There are still elements of threats to peace
in our sub-region. These include the illicit transfer of arms and ammunition, the illicit trade in
diamonds and other natural resources to fuel or prolong armed conflict and in the process reek
havoc on innocent and defenceless civilians. These cruel and destabilizing activities are an
anomaly. They continue to impede development. They must be eliminated so that we can devote
all our energy, collectively, to the task of lifting our peoples out of the bondage of abject poverty.

As we watch a collection of arms and ammunition go up in flames, we must remind ourselves of
the need to faithfully respect the ECOWAS Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and
Manufacture of Light Weapons in West Africa. We must see the Moratorium as both a security
mechanism, and a catalyst of economic and social development in West Africa. Sierra Leone
wholeheartedly endorsed the action taken last July to extend the Moratorium for another three
years.

Excellencies, please allow me on this occasion to appeal to all members of ECOWAS and the
inter-state groupings within the Community, for a new commitment not only to the principles of
good neighbourliness, but more importantly to the ideals of brotherhood. We, the leaders of our
respective nations in the sub-region often refer to each other as brothers. Let us use the success
that we are celebrating today as a source of inspiration to work harder in strengthening the family
and other ties that bind us as one great community of peoples.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

The people of Sierra Leone are equally grateful to the United Nations and the rest of the
international community, for their support in making this celebration possible. We acknowledge
that long before the outbreak of the rebel war, many of your representatives were here in this
country as partners in development, helping us to take care of the health and welfare of our
children; working hand in hand with our own nationals to construct roads and bridges, equip
schools and hospitals, develop high yielding seeds for greater food production; and building the
capacity of Sierra Leoneans to be economically self-sufficient.

In the course of the war, international organizations provided essential humanitarian relief to
thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees and the internally displaced. They have also lent their
support in rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. We must confess though that there were
times in the course of the armed conflict when many of our people thought that we were being
abandoned, or that our cry for help was perhaps not loud enough to prod the world to provide the
quality and quantum of response that our precarious situation required. There were other
occasions when the average Sierra Leonean felt that repeated requests for urgent international
assistance to enable ECOMOG to do the job would never materialize. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan once had to make a plea that the international community must not fail the people of Sierra
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Leone.

However, as I often observe, Sierra Leone has tested the capacity of the United Nations, and
indeed the international community, to respond to the major challenges of our times in the areas of
peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, the protection of human rights and the administration of
justice. Your overall response to those challenges has been extraordinary. This is reflected in the
operations of UNAMSIL, in the activities of such agencies as UNHCR and UNICEF, and more
recently in the decision to establish the Special Court. For these and other forms of assistance, we
are profoundly grateful. Without the contribution of the various organizations and agencies,
governmental and non-governmental, most of us would not have lived to see this glorious day.

In thanking all countries that have contributed troops and to UNAMSIL, let me also on this
occasion renew our expression of deepest sympathy to the families and governments of the
UNAMSIL peacekeepers who lost their lives in the service of the United Nations on our soil.

To the United Nations and the international community, I must reiterate that the process of
disarmament is formally over. However, the equally formidable tasks of reintegration and
rehabilitation have only just begun. In this connection, I wish to draw your attention to the recent
observation by Secretary-General Kofi Annan that "the limited availability of reintegration
opportunities for ex-combatants, as a result of inadequate funds, remains a source of serious
concern." We could not agree with him more.

The international community cannot afford to create another feeling of abandonment in the minds
of Sierra Leoneans, especially the young ex-combatants and those who could be described as non-
combatants. We therefore appeal to the international community to remain engaged in our efforts
to consolidate the peace in Sierra Leone. We know from experience that the timeliness and level
of international assistance often determine the course of events in conflict and post-conflict
situations. We continue to count on your support.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

Sierra Leone has many friends within the international community. But we also have some very
very good and faithful friends; friends whom we are obliged to single out for special
commendation by name on an occasion such as this. I refer to the United Kingdom, the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, the United States of America and the Peoples Republic of China. The
Governments and peoples of these friendly States deserve separate chapters in the history of our
transition from war to peace. As the old adage goes, "a friend in need is a friend indeed."

Now, to you my compatriots, this is the day we have all been patiently waiting for. As I told you
two Sundays ago, the rest of the world has been impressed by our resilience. Your courage has
been exemplary. You fought hard, not merely to defend your right to live but also to uphold the
principles of democratic governance and the rule of law. A few individuals declared war and used
others to wage and prolong the senseless war. We continue to maintain that your response was an
act of legitimate self-defence.

We have learned the hard way that the paths to disarmament and peace are not paved with gold.
There was considerable loss of life and destruction of property. We encountered obstacles of
various dimensions, such as intransigence, bad faith, greed, fear, apprehension, and in some
instances financial constraints. There were inordinate delays and detours on the road. Today, we
can take pride in the fact that we have at last arrived at a stage where for the first time in more
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than ten years, we can confidently speak about real peace and security.

This ceremony marking the symbolic conclusion of disarmament, and in celebration of peace, is
so important for every one of us, that we intend to replicate it in other parts of the country over the
next several days. Many of those who are not present here today will also have the opportunity to
witness and be part of the celebration of this dramatic change in the history of Sierra Leone.

Fellow compatriots as the celebration continues, we are about to face our first major challenge in
the area of peaceful political transition, namely Presidential and Parliamentary elections. The
elections will test our ability to apply the new culture of peace that we recently embraced in our
relations with each other. The forthcoming electoral process will test our patriotism, our
determination to put armed conflict behind us, to renounce violence as a means of bringing about
political or any other change in this country. If we really appreciate peace, we should live and
practice peace.

Let me take this opportunity to reiterate that election is not a war. The war is over. What we are
about to embark upon on is a friendly contest. Election is a process by which we should freely and
peacefully choose those who we believe are qualified to assume the heavy responsibility of
serving this nation.

I am confident that guided by the lessons of the past ten years, and inspired by this symbolic but
momentous occasion we are witnessing today, the forthcoming elections will be free and fair, and
will be the most peaceful in the history of our beloved country.

Fellow compatriots, another test that we must pass is in the area of reconciliation and justice. We
must recognize that justice and reconciliation are major components of peace. Furthermore, the
administration of justice is an integral part of the process of national reconciliation. If we really
want to consolidate the peace, if we really want to facilitate the process of national reconciliation,
we must be prepared to deal effectively with the trauma, the emotional pain resulting from that
bitter conflict. One principal institution designed for this purpose is of course the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). We should all look forward to its proceedings, and the
outcome of its work.

And speaking of reconciliation brings me to the issue of the Special Court which, I must
emphasize, is part of the process of national reconciliation. One cannot speak about the need for
national reconciliation, and at the same time ignore or dismiss the moral and constitutional
imperative of upholding the rule of law. The Special Court is about accountability. It is about
justice. I should add however, that justice is not merely an act of punishment, of revenge or of
retribytion. In our situation it is a means of dealing with impunity. It is also a means of ensuring
that at all times, the human rights of every individual, including those who are caught up in armed
conflict, are respected and protected.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, fellow Sierra Leoneans,

On this auspicious occasion, I have spoken about peace in Sierra Leone and the roles of our sub-
regional organization, the United Nations and the rest of the international community, as well as
our own effort in securing the peace that we are here to celebrate. I spoke about arms, about war,
and about the need for peaceful political change through free and fair elections. I also dwelt on
what I consider our collective responsibility to cooperate in consolidating the gains we have made
through, among other things, such components of peace as justice, the rule of law, protection of
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human rights, national reconciliation and the maintenance of an open society.

I must pause here to explain the concept of an open society. An open society and civil society are
often confused with each other. Actually, a healthy civil society is part of an open society, but
only a part. We are told that an open society also needs a democratic government and a private
sector that is independent of the government. To safeguard these elements it needs the rule of law.

We must note however, that peace and reconciliation cannot be imposed, it cannot be decreed, and
it cannot be established by legislation or by commission. Peace and forgiveness must come from
the hearts and minds of the people concerned, namely, us Sierra Leoneans.

Excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentlemen:

The main thrust of my remarks could be summarized in the following profound words of wisdom
from His Holiness Pope John Paul lI. They were addressed to the diplomatic corps accredited to
the Holy See four years ago this month. His Holiness said:

"If violent attainment of power becomes the norm, if insistence on ethnic
consideration continues to override all concerns, if democratic representation is
systematically put aside, if corruption and arms trade continue to rage, then Africa
will never experience peace and development, and future generations will mercilessly
Judge these pages of African history."

The message was for Africa, from someone of high repute who sees himself as a friend of Africa.
[ believe that it is also appropriate for this particular gathering.

Thank you once again for your presence and support in our continued search for sustainable
peace, security and the development of this country.
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