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L. Introduction and Procedural Background

1. On 17 May 2007, the Prosecution filed a Public Prosecution’s Motion for Admission of
Material pursuant to 89(C) and 92 Bis (“Prosecution Motion”).! In the Prosecution
Motion, the Prosecution requests the Trial Chamber to admit into evidence 182 documents
and the 8 videos and 2 audio CD’s listed in Annex A and contained in Annex B, both

forming part of the Prosecution Motion.

IL.  Applicable Rules and Legal Principles

2. As the Prosecution rightly states, Rule 89(C) of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence

(“Rules”) authorises the Chamber to admit any relevant evidence (emphasis added).?

3. Rule 92bis of the Rules provides:

(A) In addition to the provisions of Rule 92ter, a Chamber may, in lieu of oral
testimony, admit as evidence in whole or in part, information including written
statements and transcripts, that do not go to proof of the acts and conduct of
the accused (emphasis added);

(B) The information submitted may be received in evidence if, in the view of the
Trial Chamber, it is relevant to the purpose for which it is submitted and if its
reliability is susceptible of confirmation (emphasis added);

©) A party wishing to submit information as evidence shall give 10 days notice to
the opposing party. Objections, if any must be submitted within 5 days.

4. The judges of the Special Court have settled the legal interpretation of these provisions and
have provided authoritative guidance to the parties on the practical implementation of

these two rules.

5. Information offered by a party as evidence to the Trial Chamber pursuant to Rules 89(C)

and 92 bis must: >

' Prosecutor v. T aylor, SCSL-03-01-PT-241, Public Prosecution’s Motion or Admission of Material pursuant to
rules 89(C) and 92 bis, 14 May 2007.
? Ibid. Para 4.

Prosecutor v. Taylor, SCSL-03-01-T 2 10 September 2007
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a) Berelevant and susceptible to confirmation;

b) Be assertions of fact and not opinion,

¢) Not go to proof of the acts and conduct of the accused; and

d) Not be legal findings, including those purporting to speak to the ultimate issue of

the guilt or innocence of the accused (emphasis added throughout).

6.  In Prosecutor v. Brima et al., SCSL-04-16-T-423 where the Prosecutor sought admission
of information as evidence under Rules 89(B) and (C) and 92 bis, Trial Chamber II stated:

“We do not think we are required by Rule 92 bis to wade through this mountain of material
trying to separate relevant facts from what are irrelevancies, opinions, and legal findings,
in order to admit into evidence only information that satisfies the Rule. Instead, the
Prosecution should have clearly indicated on each document the passages that we are
being asked to consider on the question of relevance (emphasis added).”*

The Trial Chamber in adopting this approach was following authoritative guidance on this

point by Robertson J., in the Appeals Chamber’s decision in Fofana.’

7. Thus any party seeking to admit information as evidence under Rule 92 bis is required, as
a matter of practice, to indicate to the opposing party and the Trial Chamber the part or
parts of documents or indeed video or audio footage that they claim to be relevant and for

which they seek admission.®
III. Submissions

8. Annex B to the Prosecution Motion contains approximately 1,245 pages of documentary

material and 8 videos and 2 audio CD’s with approximately 6 hours of footage. The

} Prosecutor v. Fofana, SCSL-2004-14-AR 73, Decision on Appeal Against “Decision on Prosecution’s Motion for
Judicial Notice and Admission of Evidence ", 16 May 2005, paras. 25 to 27; see also the Separate Opinion of Justice
Robertson at paras. 12 - 14.

* Prosecutor v. Alex T amba Brima et. al, SCSL-04-10-T-423, Decision on the Prosecution Motion for Judicial
Notice and Admission of Evidence, 25 October 2005, para. 71.

* Fofana - Decision on Appeal Against “Decision on Prosecution’s Motion Jor Judicial Notice and Admission of
Evidence”, 16 May 2005.

® Brima et al, 25 October 2005, paras. 66, 67, 71-75.

Prosecutor v. Taylor, SCSL-03-01-T 3 10 September 2007
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12.

Prosecution has not indicated on any document in Annex B, the passages that the Defence
or the Trial Chamber should consider on the question of relevance. Similarly, they have

also not indicated those parts of the video or audio material for which they seek admission.

The Defence accepts that the following documents contain information which is
susceptible to confirmation and does not require any indication of relevance by the
Prosecution: Ex # 1.278, 1.279, 1.280, 1.281, 1.283, 1.334, 1.336, 1.384, and 1.385. The
Defence accepts that the Trial Chamber could exercise its discretion under Rules 89(C) and

92 bis and admit these documents into evidence.

All other documents and video/audio material submitted by the Prosecution listed in
Annex A and contained in Annex B do not contain any indication of the parts to be
considered on the question of relevance and therefore should be rejected from

consideration by the Trial Chamber and excluded from admission into evidence under Rule

92 bis.

In the alternative, if the Trial Chamber finds that the Prosecution should be ordered to
consider the questions of relevance, and information that is inadmissible as evidence under
Rule 92 bis — opinion, proof of the acts and conduct of the accused and legal findings -
then the Defence attaches as Annex A to this Response, all documents contained in Annex
B to the Prosecution Motion and redacted by the Defence to remove all passages
referencing proof of acts or conduct of the accused. Further the Defence attaches, as
Annex B to this Response, a summary of the content of the video and audio material, At
this stage the Prosecution reserves its right to suggest redactions of information in all
documents and video/audio material. The Defence respectfully submits that it has the right
to raise objections in relation to information which is inadmissible even after the

Prosecution has indicated the relevance of the information to the case.

Since the Prosecution has alleged a joint criminal enterprise between Charles Taylor, the
RUF, the AFRC, AFRC/ RUF Junta or alliance, and/ or Liberian fighters proof of the acts
or conduct of the accused includes, at a minimum, the acts or conduct of Foday Sankoh,

Johnny Paul Koroma and Sam Bockarie. The Prosecution has essentially alleged that the

Prosecutor v. Taylor, SCSL-03-01-T 4 10 September 2007
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acts of these three individuals are tantamount to the acts of the Accused. As such, the
Defence submits that the admission of facts relating to the acts of these three individuals is
expressly prohibited under Rule 92 bis (A). Consequently, and in an effort to assist the
Trial Chamber and the Prosecution, the Defence has redacted passages in the documents
relating to the acts or conduct of these three named individuals, in addition to information

relating directly to the acts or conduct of the Accused.
IV. Conclusion

13. The Defence recognise that one of the purposes of Rule 92 bis is to expedite the trial.” The
Defence has previously expressed its desire to expedite and shorten this trial. However,
there are limitations to the information which can be admitted under Rule 92 bis in order to
ensure that the Accused’s rights to a fair trial are respected. Rule 92 bis requires the
Prosecution to carefully consider the material they offer and then indicate on each
document or in each video/audio segment the passage or part for which they seek

admission.
14. The Defence respectfully requests the Trial Chamber to issue a decision as follows:

a) The Defence having determined that Exhibits 1.278, 1.279, 1.280, 1.281, 1.283,
1.334, 1.336, 1.384, and 1.385 are susceptible of confirmation and may be
admitted into evidence pursuant to Rule 92 bis if found to be relevant in the
discretion of the Trial Chamber, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that these specifically

enumerated exhibits shall be admitted into evidence pursuant to Rule 92 bis;

b) The Prosecution, having failed to indicate on any document or video/audio extract
contained in Annex B the passages or parts that the Defence and the Trial Chamber
are being asked to consider on the question of relevance, IT IS HEREBY
ORDERED that all documents, videos and audio extracts in Annex B (except

those expressly accepted in sub-paragraph a) above are rejected from

7 Fofana Appeal Decision, paras. 22-23.

Prosecutor v. Taylor, SCSL-03-01-T 5 10 September 2007
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consideration and excluded from admission into evidence under Rule 92 bis: or, in

the alternative,

¢) In respect of all other documents not enumerated in sub-paragraph a) above, the
Prosecution is hereby ordered to indicate on any document or video/audio extract
contained in Annex B, those passages or parts which they wish the Defence and
the Trial Chamber to consider on the question of relevance vis-a-vis admission
pursuant to Rule 92 bis. The Defence’s right to object to the admission under Rule
92 bis of any document or video or audio recording (including portions thereof)
which are subsequently identified as relevant by the Prosecution consistent with

this Order is hereby preserved; or

d) In respect of all other documents not enumerated in sub-paragraph a), the
Prosecution is hereby ordered to indicate on the redacted documents contained in
Annex A and the video/audio extracts summary in Annex B to this Response,
those passages or parts which they wish the Defence and the Trial Chamber to
consider on the question of relevance. The Defence’s right to object to the
admission under Rule 92 bis of any document or video or audio recording
(including portions thereof) which are subsequently identified as relevant by the

Prosecution consistent with this Order is hereby preserved.

Respectfully Submitted,

) /1
JVVAS

Andrew Cayley for Court riffiths Q.C.
Lead Counsel fo arles G. Taylor
Dated this 10" Day of September 2007

The Hague, The Netherlands

Prosecutor v. Taylor, SCSL-03-01-T 6 10 September 2007
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DECREES | ‘
Supplemen: to the Sisrra Leone Gazetre Extraordinary Vol CXXVIII, No. 43 ‘
dated 14th July, 1997
g CI°
[
|
l
~ 3 I
e Nt ? | .
. Iet? i
AFR.C. Decree )!;uf Jf.i\i_ 1997 |
Ne. 2 A 20N
l
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council Short ide. .
! (Establishment of Council of Secretaries) Decree, |
’ 1997 :
| {100k July, 1997 Dotz of com- i
mencemen!
PURSUANT (0 paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled.
: “Administration of Sietra Leone (Armed Forces Revolutionary )
i Council) Proclamation, 1997, published in the Gazerre on the 28th {

day of May, 1997, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council hereby
maker and issues the following Decree: — .
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2 Nel Armed Forces Revbhionary Cownctl 1997
(Establishment of Council of Secretaries) Decree

Commencs- L This Decree shall be deemed %o have come into force on

met the 10th day of July, 1997.

Establishment 2 Thereis bereby established a Council (0 be known asthe
of Councll of COUNCIL OF SECRETARIES whichshall be directly andcolleatively
Secreiaries.  respomsible 10 the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council.

Compositionaf 3 The Council of Secretaries shall consist of —
Council of Sec-
retaries. (a)  the Chief Secretary of State who shail be the head of

the Council of Sccretaries, and

(b)  other Secretaries of Stute that the Armed Forces
Revolutionury Council may from time 0 time appoint.

Functions of 4, The Council of Sceretaries shull—
the Counct! of
Secretaries. (a)  beresponsible for the preparation and consideration

of policy papers or maticrs and shall advisc the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council and mauke
recommendations onall matters of good governance:

(b}  exccute the policies and directives of the Armed
Forves Revolutionary Council.

Meetingsof the s The Chict’ Secrctary of Stutc shall convene regular

CoupcilolSec: mectings of the Council of Secretarics over which he shull preside and

retuiex. in his abscnce the Chairman of the Armed Forves Revolutionary
Cuouncil shall appuintunother person 0 preside fmm amongst members
of the Council of Secretaries.

Eswublishment 6. (1)  Thereis hercby established the ofTice of Chicf Scerotary
o uifice and of Suie.

funclivns  of

Chinf Seonetiny

(2)  The Chief Sccrewry of State shull be responsible lor
communicating the policy devisions und directives of the Armod
Forves Revolutionary Counscil w0 the Council of Scorctaries and
conveying the decisions of the Council of Sccretarics W the Armed
Forces Revolutionary Council.

of Stte.

-
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Ne. 3 Armed Forces Revolutionary Council 1997 3.

{ Establishkment of Council of Secretaries) Decree

(3) The Chief Secretary nf State shall submit to the Armed
Forces Revolutionary Council regutwr reports {rom the Secretaries of
Stats reganding the operations in their respective Departments of
State,

(4) The Chief Secretary of Stase shail be the co-ordinating
Secretary who shatl receive and collate regular reports from the
Secretaries of State for submission to the Council regarding the work
of their Departments and the implementation of the policies of the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council and may submit to the Council
propomals for legislative changes.

(5) The Chief Secretary of State shall effect the publicity
of, and cause notice of the policies of the Council to be circularised or
communicated generally through the machinery of Government.

(6) Whenever the Office of the Chief Secretary of Stae
becomes vacant, or the persoa holding that Office dies, resigas, retires,
is abseetTrom Sierra Leome or is removed from Office or is for aay other
reason unable 0 parform the feactions of his Qffics, the Chalrmen of

* the Armed Forces Revolutionary Cowncil shail appoint ssother petsca

in his place from amongst members of the Council of Secretaries.

7. (1) A Secretary ot State shall exercise Ministerial
responsibility for a Department of State or such other business of
Government as the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council may from
time to time assign to him,

(2) A Secretary of State shall be entitled to such
mwuﬁm.dbwm.mﬂiﬁaanduhuinddemdoﬂleen
may be prescribed by the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council.

8 The Chief Secretary of Staie and every other Secretary

of Swe shall take and subscribe the oath of office as set out in the
Scheduie heretu.

Functions of
Secretary of

Outhof Office.

4
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4 Ne.2 Armed Forres Revolutionary Council 1997
{Enbltﬁuu'ojc'm‘jrajmes)ﬂwn

:‘M: % (D) mwu.mywmwam

Secrataries. wlnudﬁeeahﬂlhanﬂkd‘be. .

‘ (e TbeSeutuymdnCmneildSeclmadﬂlha
. quammm-amcmmwm«
with the Public Service Commission.

ﬂ

(a) hvinpc&p«iﬂnmd’dﬁ(!oudl
of Sccretaries;

(b)  responsibility for wTanging the business for,
'mdkeepin't!nminnmd'. the Council of
Secretaries; and

(c) aay other functions that the Council of
Secretaries may from time 10 time assign 1o
him.

4) ms@mnwmammmnm
nndsnba:ﬁhelhcmthdof&uummindnmm

Changeoltie 19, In every enaciment continued in cxistence by virtoe of

A% the Adminisration of Sierrg Leome (Armed Forces Revolutionary

Councit) Proclamation, 1997, munmwmmw

% of Gmemmcm,any reference 10 President, Vice-President, Ministeror
h@ . Cabimlslnllbeummuudmmhedlbewmm
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Ne.2 Armed Forces Revolutionary Council 1997 s ¢
(Establishmens of Council of Secretaries) Decree

SCHEDULE

PR
—

mamwmammdmmmmywm
Council of Secretaries.
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e g g E

nouzmv (in the name of God/Allah swear) (solemnly affirm) that | will fsithfully
and truly discharge the dutiesof the Office of ..........cccoeeirniiriniiernnnieeneneeens
of the Republic of Siesra Leone, and that | will support, uphold and maintain the
provisions of the Administration of Sierra Leone (Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council) Proclamation, 1997 (Public Notice No. 3 of 1997) and the provisions of the
Constitution of the Republic of Sierra Leone, 1991 which sre not inconsistent with
the Proclamation. (So heip me God/Allsh).”

Manr. and Issuep this 121K day of Iuly, 1997,

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA '
s Chairman, K
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council. "

»
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1997

ArmanrlemhdonfyCo‘neﬂ Short titte.
(Establishment of Office of Principal Lisison Officer)
Decres, 1997
Being & Decree te make provisien for the establishment of
the affies of Principal Linison Officer.

(10uh July, 1997) Date of com-
mencemont.




Commence 1. T!usDecmshullbedecmedmha\emembfmon
™ the 1oth day of July, 1997,
Establishment 2. (1) There is hereby established the Office of

of Offics Prin.
cipal Lisison PRINCIPAL LIAISON OFFICER
Officer.
() The Armed Forves Revolutionary Cyuncij may

appoint from &mongstits members such number of Principal Linison
OfTicers as the Councij may think fis.

Allowances, 4 A Principal Lisison Officer shall be entitted 10 such

Outh of Office, s Ampapuummmmmmum
Ouhdmluumouhlhemm




- 00007658

Ne.3 mrmeswmw(mof 1997 9

mgwumm)m

SCHEDULE

(S0 help me God/Allah).”

Mane and Issue this 12ih day of Juty. 1997,

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA
Chairman,
~” Armed Forces Revolutionary Council,

-
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AF.R.C. Becree )!*"“” 1997

No. 4 "fl

Shtﬂhm

Administration of Sierra Leote (Armed Forces Revolutionary  Shon tide.
Couneil) Prociamation (Amendment) Decree, 1997

Being 8 Decres to incresse the membership of the Armed
Ferces Revelutionary Council.

[ 141k July, 1997 ] Dete of
cannmence-
ment.

Pursuant to peragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitied
“Administration of Sierrs Leone (Armed Forces Revolutionary
Couscil) Proclamation, 1997", published in the Gazerte on the 28th
day of May, 1997, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council hereby
makes sad issuss the following Decres: —~

|

B e e -
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12 No.4 Administration of Slerra Leone (Armed Forces 1997
Revolutionary Council) Prociamation (Amendment) Decree
Increas in 1. Sub-paragraph 2(c) of paragraph 1 of the
vyl Proclamation entitled “Administration of Sierra Loone
- PN. No.3 (Armed Forees Revolutionary Council) Proclamation, 1997
of 1997 is amended by deleting the figure “27" and inserting the
figure “40” in its stcod.

Mape and IssusD this 20k day of July, 1997.

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA
Chairnan,
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY T1t GOVERMMENT Pruntig Darpasrasnt, Sumna Laas.
By Authomiry oF THE Axmad Foacss REvoLumionany Counca.
Gazxrrs ExTracapevary No. 43 or 14ma Jury, 1997.
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DECREE
Supplement to the Sierra Leone Gazette Extraordinary Vol. CXXVIII, No. 49

dated 20th August, 1997

A.F.R.C. Decree 1997
No. §

The Imposition of Curfew Decree, 1997 Short titke.

Being a Decree to make provision for the imposition of a Curfew.
[19th August, 1997 | Dete of com-
mencsment

PURsUANT lo paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled
“Administration of Sierra Leone (Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council) Proclamation, 1997", published in the Gazefte on the 28th
day of May, 1997, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Counci! hereby
makes and issues the following Decree: —

).028
L
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2 No. § Imposition of Curfew Decree 1997
Commence- 1. This Decree, except subsection (2) of Section 3, shail be
ment. deemed to have come into operation on the 19th day of August, [997.
Power to 2. (1) The Armed Forces Revolutionary Council may, in the

'c':r‘}::,' interest of public order or public safety, by Order impose a curfew:
' throughout Sierra Leone or in any part thereof as shall be specified in
such Order.

(2) While such Order is in force, no person shail be out of
doors between the hours specified in the Order except under the
authority of a written permit granted by the Inspector-General of Police
or any officer deputed by him in that behaif,

Offence and 3. (1) Anyperson who contravenes any provision of an Order

peraily. made pursuant to Section 2 commits an of fence and may be detained by
any member of the Ammed Forces or the Police Force, who shall take
that person immediately to the nearest police station.

(2) Any person convicted of an offence under subsection
(1) shall be liable to a fine not exceeding thirty thousand leones or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month, or to both such fine
and imprisonment.

Operation of 4. Every Order made pursuant to Section 2 shall come into

Order. operation upon publication in the Gazette or upon publication in such
other manner as the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council may deem
necessary {or bringing such Order to the notice of all persons.

Persons S.  Any person detained pursuant (o this Decree before its date
deemed law-  of pyblication in the Gazerre shall be deemed tohave been heldin lawful
fully detained. custody during the pesiod of such deteation.

Mape and Issuep this 20tk day of Awgust, 1997,

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA
Chairman, .
Armed Forces Revolutionary Councii,

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT PrunTiNGg DEPARTMENT, StERRA LEONE.
By AUTHORITY OF THE ARMED FoRrcEs RevoLumonary CounciL.
Gazerre Extraorpivary No. 49 of 20T AucusT, 1997,

14
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PUILIC NOTICES
Supplcment to the Sierra Leone Gazette Vol. CXXVIII, No. 66

dated 11th December, 1997

Pusuic Norice No. 11 oF 1997 ¢
, “»
Published 11th December, 1997 -l
THE CHANGE OF TITLES ACT, 1984
{No. 6 of 1984)
THE CHANGE of TrrLEs Onpen, 1997 Short title.

t
In exercise of the powers conferred upon it by section 2 and 3
of the Change of Titles Act, as adapted by sub-paragraph (5) of
paragraph 3 of the Administration of Sierra Leone (Armed Forces PN. No.3
Revolutionary Council) Proclamation, 1997, the Armed Forcés o 1997.
Revolutionary Council hereby makes the following Order: —

1. This Order shall be deemed to have come into operation on Comua-
the 28th day of May, 1997.

2. Phetitlesof Ministers, Public Officers and Ministries setc.'t Change of
in the second column of the Schedule hereto shall be substituted for the tdes.
corresponding titles set out in the first column thereof wherever such
liles may appear in any enactment now in force in Sierra Leone.

SCHEDULE
Old Title New Tltle
President ... ... Chairman, Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council
Vice-President ... Deputy Chairman, Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council
Minister ... .. Secretary of State
Deputy Minister ... Under Secretary of State
Atlomey-General and Minister of Attorney-General and Secretary of State
Justice for Legal AfTairs
Minister of Lands, Housing, Town  Secretary of State, Lands, Housing and the
and Country Planning Environ

00007675




Old Title
Minigter of Presidential AfTairs
and the Public Service
meofldomnﬁonnd
Bmdadu

2

mnimof'l‘ouﬂdmdcmm

Secretary to the President

Secretary to the Cabinet

Minimd‘Gmdudehﬂdren

au‘vmh‘*“’ .

M,ininryofM-ineRmumu

Mg Lo e o

Ministry of Labour, Social Welfare
and Sports

Ministry of Works, Energy and

Ministry of Local Government and
Community Development

. .00007676

New Tule

. Secremry of State, Office of the Chairman

B
Commissioner of Tourism and Culture

Commissionsr of Information and
roadcasting

. Secretary to the Chairman and Head of the

Civil Service
Seueuqmﬂqumdlomeunu’

Department of Social Welfare, Children
and Geader Affairs

DgpummopricﬁlmandFomtry

. Department of Fisheries and Marine
Resources

Department of Lands, Housing and the
Enviromment

Department of Employment and Industrial
Relations )

Department of Youths, Sports and Social
Mobilization

. Department of Works

Department of Energy and Power

Department of Intemal AfTairs

MADE AND IssUED this 3rd day of December, 1997.

MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA
Chairman,
Armed Forves Revolutionary Conneil,

/1
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~ Pusuic Norics No. 12 or 1997

Publizked 11tk December, 1997
THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ACT, 1963
(No, 32 of 1963)

} TmHnuM(MM.)RIml%S
;' (P.N.74w1%5)

lnnudnﬁmpwmcm[umwhbymmuf ;
RNGZdMWﬁCM(CﬁmMQ)RdQINS.h ;
k| Honourabie Chid‘lnlﬂalmebynlk-lhfdlqﬁn. Order: — i

} . :
: 1. Thefdlmm.ﬁmumdﬂmmhnbywram Appointment
hddn'dcl'lmind&doud&cm‘;l ummmge@-f*

' ' Mnomxmmfubymlﬂ l.:&:.';:é
Times Places :‘:”"
6th January ., ««  Moyamba  Kensme

6th Janvary ., “eo  Sefadu
I3th Jaguary ., «.  Port Loke
3rd March .. s« Makeaj
TthAprit ., or «.  Moyamba
Tth April ., we  Sefads,
J4th Apri} ., "«.  Port Loko
12th May ... «.  Makeaj

23rd June ... ««  Moyambe

3“ Jm (1Y) tee e Mm

23rd Jupe .., - «~  Port Loko
P 15th Sepsmber .. [T " oL

20tk October ... ««  Moyamba

20th October .., oo Sefadu
3rd November .., ««  Port Loko

hat December ., ‘o Makenl
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.
* Darep u:{n';ud.y'owmwm 1997. GY'
Insued under my hand
00007678 S. BECCLES DAVIES, vane
Chicf Justice.
S 28
)
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Pusuic Notice No. 13 oF 1997
Published 111k December, 1997

THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS) ACT, 1963

(No. 50 of 1965)

THE LocaL AUTHORITIES (COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT FOR THE Shon title.
@ Freerown Crry CounciL) Orper, 1997

In exercise of the powers conferred upon it by section 2 of the
Local Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1965, as adapted
by sub-paragraph (5) of paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled
*Administration of Sierra Leone (Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council) Proclamation, 1997 published in the Gazette on the 28th
day of May, 1997, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council makes
the following Order; —

1.  This Order shall be deemed to0 have come into force on the Commence-
2nd day of November, 1995. ment.

Feag

2. The following Committee of Management is appointed for Appoiniment
the purpose of exercising and performing all the powers and duties of 3 an::
the Freetown City Council under the Freetown Municipality Act, 1973 men.
and this order shall remain in force until the 1st day of November, 1996 M;g 2

unless sooner revoked by the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council.
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Miss Florence Dillsworth ... Chairman
) ’ Mr. N. H. T. Boston ...  Member
xa Mr. M. A James ... w.  Member
Alhaji Badamassic Mahdi ... Member
Mr. E. Bundu Kamara .. Member
Mr. M. P. Bayoh ... Member
Mr. B. Kukay Member
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Pusuc Norics No. 14 oF 1997
Publishked 11th December, 1997

THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS) ACT, 1965 .

(No. 50 of 1963)

{

Tum LocaL AutHomiTis (CosaarTss of MAMAGEMENT FORTHE  Shont lide.
Prxrown Crry Councrr) (No. 2) Onoam, 1997

In exercise of the powers conferred upona it by section 2 of the
Local Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1965, as adapted
by sub-paragraph (5) of paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled
“Administration of Sierra Leons (Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council) Procigmation, 1997" published in the Gazette o the 28th
day of May, 1997, the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council makes
the following Order: —

1.  This Order shall be deemed to have come into force on the Ou-ae-
2nd day of November, 1996.

2 mrmwudmuwmm
the purpose of exercising and pesforming all the powers and duties of
mmdquumwmm-u .
,mw-mmmm«ummmqaw 1997 3’{}'5‘”
uniess sconer revoked by the Armed Forces Revolutioasry Comncil.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
Mr. N. H. T. Boston : .
Mr. M. A, Jamoes ...
| Myr. E. Bundu Kamars
) Me.M.P.Bayoh ...
Mr. B, Kakny
Col.E G. o.cuu(mu.)
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. | o
Me. V. C. Johmson «.  Member
Mr. E J. A. Norman v Mewmber
Mr. Plusmmer J. C. Hamilton... o Member
Revocsionol 3. The Local Authorities (Committee of Management for
:Nx# 7 the Frestown City Council) Order, 1997 is revoked.
Maps this 42k day of December, 1997,
{
MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA :
Chairman, i
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council. l’
(This Public Notice supersedes Public Notice No. 8 of 1997.) .
|
I

Pty 20 PusLisien sy HE GOvERmnT Previing Dep AxTvENT, Sumora [ ixt. .‘
By Aumnowrty or i Aman Fonces RevoLuTiosany Counar
Gazzrre No. 66 or 1 1'm Decovmen, 1997
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The Sierra oe BGazette

(€xtraordinarp)
Publighed by, Authoritp

VOL. CXX VIl MoNDAY, [4in Jury, 1997 No. 43

Frearoww. [4th July. 1997
Govt. Notice No. 191

The following are published for general information as supplement to this number of the
Sierra Leone Gazette Exiraordinary: —

A.F.R.C. Decai: No. 2 or 1997,

"Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (Establishment of Council of Secretaries)
Decree, 1997."

A FR.C. Dixria: No. 3 or: 1997,

"Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (Establishment of Office of Principal Liaison
Officer) Decree, 1997." - Being a Decree to make provision for the Establishment of the Office of
Principal Liaison Officer.

A.F.R.C. Decree No. 4 of 1997,

*Administration of Sierra Leone(Armed Forces Revolutionary Council) Proclamation

(Amendment) Decree, 1997." - Being a Decree to increase the membership of the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council.

PRINTED AND PUBLISIHFD BY THE GOVIRNMENT PRINTING DEPARTMINT, SIERRA LEONE
BY AUTHORITY OF THE ARM ED FORCES REVOLLITTIONARY COUNCS,
Annusl Subscription: —[nland L.e90,000.00, Orerseas 1.¢244,000.00
To be purchased from the Governmeat Boukshop, Wallace Johnson Sirect, Frestown.  Price: - 12100000 G () 2%) g7 1.0 797,
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The Sierra ne BGazette

(Extraordinarp)
Published by gutbority

VOL. CXXVIII WEDNESDAY, 20TH AUGUST, 1997 No. 49

FREETOWN. 20th August, 1997

Govt. Notice No. 202

Thefollowingis published for general information as supplement to this number of the Sierra
, Leone Gazelte Extraordinary: —

A.F.R.C. Drcree No. 5 oF 1997.

“The Imposition of Curfew Decree, 1997 — Being a Decree to make provision for the
imposition of a Curfew.

_ Gorvt. Netice No. 203
: :, The following is published as supplement to this number of the Sierra Leone Gazette
3 Extraordinary: —

PusLic Notice No. 4 or 1997.

The Imposition of Curfew Order, 1997 under the Imposition of Curfew Decree, 1997
(A.F.R.C. Decree No. 5 of 1997).

PRINTHD AND PUBLISHED BY THE OOVERNMENT PRINTING DEPARTMENT, SIERRA LEONE
BY AUTHORITY OF THE ARMED FORCES REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL
Annual Subscription: — Inland 1.€90,000.00, Overseas Le244,000.00
To be purchased from the Government Bookshop. Wallace Johnson Street, Freetown.  Price: —Le1,000.00, G.P. O/306 /97/1,2008.97,
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STATEMENT BY CPL. FODAY SAYBANA SANKOH,

LEADER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY UNITED FRONT

"My brothers and sisters, this is Cpl. Foday Sankoh
speaking to vou. [ fael delighted that I have been given this
opportunity to talk to you at this time when we all gather to

search for peace in our country.,

I want to reaffirm our continuous commitment to work
towards genuine and lasting peace in Sierra Leone with the
possibility of making any necessary adjustment to reflect

prevailing circumstances.

You will recall, my sfsters and brothers since my detention
in Nigeria in 1997-1998 and also being convicted of treason
with a pending appeal, much has taken place in my absence, not
least of which is the 6™ of January invasion. (attack) of Freetown
by the Rebels. Like alj decent Sierra Leoneans I deplore their
actions in the strongest possible terms.

In the last few months I have seen noticeable emphasis on
the diplomatic option which I very much welcome in reaching a
negotiated settlement to the war in Sierra Leone. [ hope the
conference will listen to the civil society organizations to what

they have to say to you because they are my concern as the

A4 Lbe
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SLBS TRANSCRIPTIONS

SLBS Radlo, 29 May, 15:26 GMT

[PmclanaﬂmbsuodbymoAdmNmﬂmdSImLmNmodFmRevduMawancl.
Prociamation 1997, in Freetown on 28 May 1997) Prociamation to make provisions for the interim
administration of the Republic of Sierra Leones by the Armed Forces Council
[AFRC] -- its establishment, [words indlistinct] and for other matters connected therewith.

WhomsnhuhmdamenudtnyofmekmodForcaofmeRapubucofSlmLoonotosewro
mdmmmmdmsmmdpuubm.wwhmmmmdumof
the (Pousted government), politicai parties and thelr leaders have created conditions which can

[wwdshmkWo.mmunbu:ofﬁnAnmdFormomeopuubobemLm.h
coopmﬂoan&npeoplodsunLeono.hordwbumﬂnmahhnmcadhwmdm.
domestic ranquility, the enjoyment of the biessings of iiberty, unity, and democracy for the people
ofS&emLoomanddlmmangmmh.mhembyprochlmufonomz

CmﬂuﬂmofmoAmodFomsRmouﬂonuymnd-mmbhmbymmdamcl
mmMammmemwmammmmum,mo
counclshaﬂbe(?mahd)byaduhmmmdadwulych&mmmdoﬂmmunbmdmo
mmwmmmmmmwmmw:wwm
mmmw:mwmm-mwamn.moewmmmnmmm
mcmmum[mmum1m1.wmmmammmasmum-m1
whbhmnhboporaﬂmmsoommssmwhbhmkwombbruuhoonﬂummh
pmdmaﬁonumybwmadohmﬂudmlbodmedbh“bemmsp«ﬂodumzu
May1997.wmmm[wadlhdbtiwqmogmnyd[worulhdhtthMpummtm
hdl:thdjundormosaidoonsﬂmtion[wordshdismstnwa?lsdbsolmd.Mpouﬂcd

parties are dissoived and members phpdiﬁcdpuﬂuhprohbihdwm\eﬂactmzsw
1997.

(?Decree To Empower Council To Make Law) [subhead])

1.TheCouncﬂMhavopowuu[wordahdhthct]andlnmonaﬂomllnbrnuomd(olam
which shail be known as decrees.

Z.MydeuumadabymeCouncllmaybeamendod.ropoolodor[word:lndbthct]modobym
Counclil.

3. Every decrse made by the Council shall be desmed to be an act as defined In Section i1t of the
Interpretation Act, 1971.

4.Anydemomadebyﬂ1000unduhulboslgnodbyﬂmd\akmmor,lntheabuneeofme
chalrman, by the deputy chairman of the Council,
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5.Subjodbmydmmadobymmund.dlammmhmhsmm
immediately [words indistinct] 25 May 1897 shall continuohfom.providodhatmywacumnt
inforcolnSlorraLoonakrmnodiatelybdonhoZﬁMawa.whbhlsmconslstmtorlnoonmct
Mmywhmdmhpmmwmy[mmmmmmduwbe
deemed to have been suspended as from the 25 May 1997.

Publication and (?implementation) of Decree: Every decres made by the Counci will be published
lnthogazemandahdloomlntoop«tﬂononmodlbofsud\puumuonaonwd\mam
asmaybOprovidodinorundarmdeerooorhmypuub

e.wmwmmwmmm.mmmedsmLmunm
mwmwbmmzsmywwmauconmhexm.wdwypmhddhqam
inanyofﬂahmepubucsavbomdwwdonmddmshdiconthuehom;ubjww
anydocroooromuenactrnentllnfomoaﬁarmatdato.

7. smjodbmydocrumad-bymecwncil. anyrefuonootopruldont.vlcopmldentmlnlstof
apmnomhbwhmeomsumuonofsmuonowhhhmeintooponﬁonon1ombor1991
whmyonmontconunuuhmbncobyvmdmbprodmaﬁon.shaﬂ.onmdaﬂuzs
May1997.beconulderedaurdanncctowcomclorwd\authorﬂyume@mclmayby
ordarappotnt.[wdoindlsMheCounelm-y.whﬂokomﬂdenumtoappoht[wom
tndhthcﬂmakemaduaqakutmypmm[mmumqmmwmd«ahdbodo«md
tohawbom:mendodummostawa.Anyordummund«[wordshdbthcﬂ
dwmngymmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
gonorall\yof[wordslndlsﬂnct]mootdhgfv. '

Pmbm«awmmm:mmnammmmmm.m.a
wcpmdmbpmdunuﬂmu[malndb&wﬂ.mhprodamaﬁonshdl[wommw&wﬂ
operaﬂononhostaywO?.

Made in Freetown on 28 May 1987,

MajaJohmyPadea[wudhdbﬂnd]onbohdfdmeNmodForeuomeepubﬂcd
Sierra Leone.
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, . ter is Closed, we are .
Prepared g disarm apngq melt Into the Clvillan POpulace ang the regular
army, becayse we are fully Convinceq that the 1o Undation for lasting
pe dou -

€e accord, Even when some of our
IS Surrendereq they were SUll ostrac ed and reated as the
dregs of Soclety. Ang further Still, even thou

n e
amajors o attack oyy bases, This Clearly showed that the SLPP wag
not rez I Peace, ang S0 we Prepared for the worg;,

than

wi
concrete yp believaple Peace that has attajneqd through the AFRC,
We have not therefore denounced atte ring| e

n residen Kabbah
disappoin ted ug 8ravely, and We can neyer trust him agaln, we were
or L
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.STATEMENTS MADE BY THE PARTIES

FOLLOWING FOUR DAYS OF MEDIATION TALKS TO
HARMONISE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE RUF/SL AND
THE AFRC UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, WITH
THE SUPPORT OF ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

Page 1 of 8
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We, the leadership and the Joint high command of the RUF/AFRC
alliance, express on behalf of the peace-loving people of Sierra
Leone, our profound gratitude and appreciation to hig excellency
Charles Ghankay Taylor, the government and the courageous
people of Liberia, for the sacrifices that they continye to make to
the consolidation of Peace in Sierra Leone.,

We take this Opportunity to thank the Heads of State, government
and people of the member states of ECOWAS and the Chei

His excellency President Gnassingbe Eyadema of the Republic of
Togo, for standing by the people of Sierra Leone throughout the
crisis.

democracy, good governance, accountability and transparency
burning in al] our hearts.

htq;://www.focus-on-siem-leone.co.ukMonmvia_Speechcs_Zocm.html

6/6/2003
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When we pause and reflect, we can only see that we are not alone in
this our struggle to create a new Sierra Leone of equal opportunity,
freedom and justice for all. There is a great deal of goodwill
towards Sierra Leone so far as our focus is on peace, national
reconciliation and development. The courageous people of Liberia,
through their President, have demonstrated this goodwill towards us
and we shall never fail them in our commitment to peace. We do
agree with His Excellency President Charles Taylor that there can
be no peace in Liberia when there is no peace in Sierra Leone.
There has been a great deal of concern expressed in Sierra Leone

and within the international community about the alleged split in
the RUF/AFRC alliance. Truly, we experienced some internal
problems but these have been put behind us with the timely
intervention of His Excellency Charles Ghankay Taylor, supported
by his brother Heads of State of the ECOWAS Authority, It is P
important for us to express the fact that we took notice of the
concern that our internal problems could threaten the cause of peace
consolidation in Sierra Leone. We would like to thank the people
of Sierra Leone and members of the international community for

their concerns and their wish for our alliance to hold in the supreme
interest of peace.

The people of Sierra Leone know that the RUF and the AFRC came
together to end the war. The people of Sierra Leone know that our
alliance is for peace. We are happy to proclaim on this Second Day
of October 1999 that our Alliance For Peace is strong for, we know
that, when you are strong nothing will be wrong.

We are going to Freetown to help consolidate the peace and
contribute to the transformation of our society.

Once again, we thank the courageous people of Liberia and the @
member States of ECOWAS and their leaders for facilitating this
historic encounter between the leaders of the RUF/AFRC alliance
and their eventual return to Freetown, Sierra Leone, in the cause of

peace and stability in the Mano River Union and in the West
African sub-region. I‘

Long live the courageous people of Liberial

Long live the noble ideals of the Mano River Union!

Long live the United Nations!

Long live the OAU! L
|

bttp://www.focus-on-sicrra-leone.co.uk/Monrovia_Speechu_Zocm.html 6/6/2003
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Long live the European Union!
Long live the Commonwealth
Long live the NGO community!

g live civil society groups!
Long live the Alliance for Peace! }
Long live the Peace-loving people of Sierra Leone! ’
Our gratitude and praise to the Almighty Allah/God and oyr ‘

Done in Monrovia, the Republic of Liberia on October 2, 1999,

—— |

Statement by Lt. Col Johnny Pay} Koroma, Chairman of The
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, made a¢ the Executive
Mansion, Monrovia, on 2 October 1999,

It is with great relief and joy that we are able to announce to our
people in Sierra Leone especially, the West African sub-Region and

Before I conclude this Statement, I wish to make two appeals. The
first one is to the "Press", especially the Internationg] Press, who are
quicktorcaddangerinanysmalldclayorhiccupintheprocessasa
major danger to the Peace Process or 5 Very serious disagreement
between the AFRC/RUF/SL Alliance. This kind of speculative
journalism unnerves our people, who have greatly suffered from

http://www. focus-on-siem-leone.co.uk/Monrovia_Speechea_Zocw.hmxl 6/6/2003
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almost a decade of war.

To our people, we say that we understand their impatience to see us
disarm and demobilise so that normalcy could retum to our country,
Sierra Leone. We however appeal to them to be patient and give us
time to handle this process with the greatest care it needs. It would
take time, probably more time than had been anticipated at the time
of signing the agreement. But believe me, by the grace of
God/Allah, we will eventually get to the Promised Land. One
welcome assurance I wish to give to our people, and the world at-
large is that Hon Foday Saybana Sankoh and myself have agreed
that there will be no more war in Sierra Leone. The "War, War" is
now over and it is now the time to "Jaw, Jaw". In this, we hope and
believe that we are in understanding with the views of President

Kabbah and his people and that we have the total support of the
International Community.

We will end this statement by giving profound gratitude and thanks
to President Charles Taylor and the good people of Liberia who
have been patient, helpful and encouraging, in helping us to take
one faltering step after the other along the long road to peace. We
say to them "Thank you and God bless."

Thank you all.

————

Statement by His Excellency Dahkpannah Dr Charles Ghankay
Taylor, President of the Republic of Liberia, at the conclusion
of reconciliatory talks with Cpl Foday Sankoh, Chairman, RUF
and Lt Col Johnny Paul Koroma, leader, AFRC on the
implementation of the Sierra Leone Peace Agreement

October 2, 1998,
Executive Mansion
Monrovia

Liberia

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen

Today the prospects for peace in the Republic of Sierra Leone are
self evident by the presence of Corporal Foday Sankoh of the

http://www.focus-on-sierra-leonc.co.uk/Momovia__Speeches__2oct99.hunl 6/6/2003
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Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and Lieutenant Colonel J ohnny
Paul Koroma of the AFRC in Monrovia, as they prepare for their
historic return to Sierra Leone.

The Government of Liberia, which along with the Leadership of ;
ECOWAS brokered the peace process, is also serving as the 1
intermediary to facilitate the early return of Corporal Sankoh and
Lieutenant-Colonel Koroma to Freetown to help implement the
Sierra Leone peace plan,

Special note is made of the 39t Independence Anniversary of
Nigeria and our best wishes for the peace, progress and prosperity
of the people of that great nation.

We make particular mention of other leaders in the sub-region with
whom we have interacted over the past several days to realise
success in these reconciliation talks. The President of Burkina Faso,
Blaise Campaore, the President of Sierra Leone, Ahmed Tejan

Kabbah, the United Nations General, Kofi Annan, the
United States Ambassador to Liberia, Bismark Myrick, our special
@ negotiator, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, D Musulem Cooper,
@ the officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, all deserve

Our special thanks goes to the wonderfu] people of Liberia, the
Legislatpre and all those involved with these talks for their

From the onset of the Sierra Leone cijvil war, Liberia has believed

http://www.focus-on-sierra-leone.co.uk/Monrovia_Speeches_20ct99html 6/6/2003
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in constructive engagement for resolution of the conflict. What we
have tried to do in the last few days by hosting these meetings is to
provide an atmosphere of stabilising and maintaining the
momentum of the peace process in Sierra Leone by sharing our
experience on conflict resolution.

Monrovia Speecehs_20ct99

We have endeavoured for Sierra Leone to benefit from the
hindsight of our own process that brought peace to Liberia and
ushered in a new democratic order. This what we are pursuing to
ensure the perpetuity of good neighbourliness. We believe that the
last chapter in Sierra Leone's bitter crisis is at its terminal point,
which will bring durable and lasting peace for our brothers and
sisters. We realise however that final peace rests with Sierra

Leoneans themselves. They must develop the courage to forgive
and forget! i

Our contribution has thus been based on the strength of our
conviction that we are one people with a common destiny; that
there cannot be peace and progress in Liberia without a
corresponding peace and progress in Sierra Leone.,

The Lomé Peace Agreement signed on July 7R thig year must be
fully implemented to ensure the smooth transition envisaged by the
peace loving leaders of ECOWAS.

The strengthening of relations between Sierra Leone and Liberia

benefits the Mano River Union and also the sub-region. The

potential for the Mano River Union to be the engine of progress and

development in the sub-region is untapped. Our rich flora and

fauna, marine life, mineral wealth, and human potential is

unparalleled, and these God-given untapped wealth can best be

developed not by a single country but our Mano River Union. This ]

is what peace in Sierra Leone means to Liberia. The Mano River
Union unites us,

We see peace in Sierra Leone and the strengthening of the Mano
River Union as an important contribution to the speeding up of the
integration of the economies of the rest of the sub-region. Every
action we have taken has been done in the supreme interest of
ECOWAS. We have an opportunity to integrate and synchronise
our national planning and development objectives, particularly in
the areas of telecommunications, energy, road and transport,

http://www.focus-on-sierra-leone.co.uk/Monrovia_Speeches_Zocw.html 6/6/2003
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banking, insurance, health, education and mining,

politica! mtegratnon. And I dare say that nothing prevents

the Sirte Declaration in Libya last month,

security, reconstruction and development will gain added
It will buttress our confidence building and normalisation
relations between our two nations,

work of our hands and save the State.

http://www. focus-on-sien-a-leone.co.uk/Monrovia__Speechcs__Zoct99.hunl

We have the opportunity now to integrate our socio-economic
Systems in keeping with the noble objectives of the ECOWAS
Treaty. The 80Ci0-economic unification will naturally lead to

g about and planning towards a Mano River Union

parliament. The legislative contacts being advanced now should be
speeded up in the light of the continenta] parliament mandated by

Presently, the Liberian Government ig contemplating re-opening the

g
§.
5
g
i
g
g
g
7

We believe when our relations are in ful) bloom, our prob!ems of

As our brothers return to their native land, we wish them God
Speed and success in their endeavours. To énsure solidarity on thig
historic occasion, I have selected a hlgh level delegation headed by

In union strong, success is sure, May God continye to bless the

us now

Impetus.
of

36

Page 7 of 8
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I thank you.

http ://www.focus-on—siezra—leonc.co.uk/Monrovia__Spoochcs_Zoct99.hhnl 6/6/2003
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Previous to May 1997, I did not collude with the RUF/SL nor did I ever collaborate with any coup
plot. [ want to hereby inform my brothers and sisters in the Diaspora that yesterday was the very
first time that I ever met with the RUF leader.

PERSONAL STATEMENT BY Lt. Col. J.P. Koroma on October 1st 1999,

On the 23rd March 1991, I was the very first officer who was sent from Daru Barracks to counter
the RUF at Bomaru in Eastern Sierra Leone and until May 1997, God being my witness, I never
had any contact with the RUF leadership. However, I had seen the devastation that the war had
wrought on the country. In 1997, when I saw an opportunity to get peace for Sierra Leone through
dialogue and power sharing, I worked hard to achieve this in spite of the enormous
misunderstandings that were created.

Yesterday, after meeting with Chairman Foday Sankoh, I am very pleased that we are one step
closer to the meeting between President Kabbah, Foday Sankoh and myself that I repeatedly
called for in 1997 and 1998. !’

I am fully aware of the concerns by the International Community and my countrymen about the
state of the Lomé Peace Accord. I want to assure all that the meeting between Chairman Sankoh
and myself went well. I want to assure all that my men and I are fully committed to the Lomé
Peace Accord albeit the necessary addendum(s) that would have to be attached in the near future. |

am very sincere in seeing my country at peace and seeing that the socio-economic problems that
caused the RUF to take up arms be addressed.

Again, | want to assure my brothers, sisters and the International Community that Chairman (9
Sankoh and myself will work together to see the full implementation of the Lomé Peace Accord.
There are however a few points that we wish the world to be made aware of:

1. The document released this week by the Sierra Leone Government, which promises to see to
the grievances of the Sierra Leone Army, was signed not by our Commander-In-Chief, President
Kabbah but by his deputy, Vice President Demby. We welcome the written promise by the
government to see to the re-instatement and payment of salaries of my men but we question the
rationale behind Demby's signature on the document as against President Kabbah's.

2. The exact role of the Civil Defence Force in the Peace process has to be seriously considered by
all concerned. These fighters should not be made to feel that they have been used and are now
being marginalised. The assurance from their leaders that all is well is in sharp contrast to the
reality on the field. A package must be designed to rehabilitate and re-integrate the civil defence
force fighters. In the current situation, any fighting force, however small can disrupt the Lomé
Accord if they feel aggrieved.
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3. All addendum(s) to the Lome Peace Accord including the current proposal signed by Vice
President Demby must be signed by President Kabbah, Chairman Sankoh, myself and all the
moral guarantors of the Lome Peace Accord before they can be considered as Addendum(s) to the
Lomé Accord. They must also be speedily passed through parliament for legislative approval.

Finally but most importantly, [ want to appeal to my countrymen to forgive my men for atrocities
that they might have committed. I sympathise with the suffering of my brothers and sisters
throughout Sierra Leone and I am again assuring them that I, Lt. Col. Johnny Paul Koroma, am
fully committed to making Sierra Leone a land of peace and subsequent development. SEEEND
However, as from now, I
will see to it that the suffering inflicted on the populace be brought to an end. Too many innocent
people on all sides of the war spectrum have died. I want to encourage us all against the shedding
of blood. Let us now look towards making our rich country a place we can all be proud of.
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Sierra Leone:

The Forgotten Crisis

Report to the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
the Honourable Lloyd Axworthy, P.C., M.P.
from David Pratt, M.P., Nepean-Carleton,
Special Envoy to Sierra Leone

April 23, 1999

Note: This is not a Govenment of Canada report. llilﬂlempmoflpﬁmMunbcofPulehohm,
mubbomepAmmmwﬁngwﬂhhmﬁghmﬁmdﬁmdlﬁuhmd
¢yes and ears to the current crisis in Sierta Loone.
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The stark reality is that war and suffering are not new phenomena in Sierra Leone. Since gaining
its independence in 1961, this tiny African nation has experienced almost every known political
system from totalitarisnism to democracy and everything ini béfween, with the past cight years
being particularly savage by any standard. This report examines three broad themes that are
centralto the current crisis in Sierra Leone - the security situation, the humanitarian situation and
the political situation. It attempts to better understand this brutal conflict and identify areas of
greatest need so that Canada and others might focus what resources they might muster to assist a
desperate nation.

The Security Situation

The overall situation in Sierra Leone is extremely tense. The government and ECOMOG, nearly
defeated in January 1999, are now firmly in coutrol of Freetown. ECOMOGQG, a multingtional
WMMMMWMMmmmM
vamﬁanuowanmh,thcomutobed& activity
throughout the rest of the country. BCOMOGhindeanpedofadgannomof
logistical support, both lethsl and non-lethal, and it appeers that the relsels are re-anining
themselves in preparation for the next round of hostilities.

" Security in Sjerra Leone and the region also covers the role of civilian police. The Sierra Leone
police require instruction in most modern police skills, ranging from crime detectiofi to
investigation to prevention for both policemen and police trainers. Thepolieapmblmiseqnﬂly
serious in Guinea and they also need significant levels of support.

This section of the report concludes that any activities taken with respect to security would have
to take into considerstion not only the situation in Sierra Leons but of nei states as
well, in particular francophone Guines. As well, both humanitarian mdthepwepmeu:
mdfhsveﬁﬂlehopeofmwithunmemﬁonofBCOMOG':umuymdopc

The Humanitarian Situation

macopofoth\nnlmtuimusimilmm ’l‘hehjmhmnnhnﬁoninSimLeoneu
critical and has the Th&am?OOOOVWainﬂmﬂy

and another Balf a million refugess utside Siefra Leans® borders, More specifically, tharc are




400,000 Sierra Leone refugees in Guinea,

displaced people in Freetown alone

approximately 100,000 in Liberia and the estimates of
are 250,000. Neither the Government of Sierra Leone nor
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The Momoh Years: 1985-92

Joseph Momoh came to power on a wave of popular enthusiasm. It was hoped that he might be
able to revive the collapsing state and revitalize the economy with his ‘Constructive
Nationalism’. Corruption and indiscipline continued, however, with high inflation, repeated
devaluations, blackouts and shortages of food and fyel. Official diamond exports fell from two
million carats in 1970 to 48,000 in 1988 - a result of mismanagement and corruption rather than
declining mineral resources.

During the Momoh years there were two trends, largely unnoticed at the time, that would have
impomntmﬁﬁaﬁomhta.Onewutbcoonﬁnuedmddnmaﬁcgrowthinthemmbeof
memployedmddiaﬂ‘eaedywﬁ.mqﬁﬁed&omthewmnyﬁdchomofmdhwﬁm:
eiﬂwtoFmewwnandodmurbmeenuu,ortothediamondﬁddsofKom.Ineithecue.thay
bemmewddizedinaclimawofﬁolm&ugsmdainﬁmﬁty.mothatmdwuamwm
in student militants. During the second half of the 1980s, many university students had become
mdieaﬁzed,hpmbymeﬁolmceofmegovment'smpprudmofmekdanmmongm
in part by exposure to new ideas, including the thoughts of Col. Qaddafi, as expressed in The
Gmmmmy,umwofsmmmmmmmm
Libya was open, but following the violent expulsion of 41 umiversity students with alleged
ummmn%s,mammmwmm@mmﬁcwmm
tangible connection went underground. Between 1987 and 1988, between twenty-five and fifty
Sierra Leoneans were taken to Libya for training in the "art of revolution"(Gberie).

Ammgﬂwsnndmﬁwuaﬁmcﬁonﬂﬂﬁmwhohadbmputoﬁ‘molﬁmcdl'in
Kono. Foday Sankohwuamy-hnimdformerumyeorponlmdpbotoyapbawhohadbem
jailed for seven years for alleged implication in the 1971 coup plot against Siaka Stevens.
Ironically,onlyﬂnecofthoum&inubyuhoweduplminthekwoluﬂonqunitedme
(RUF).andmeonlymvivoraﬁuayenouoquodaySmkoh(Gbuie).

Inthelate1980:,evenuwaeukingphceinLibaiathnwouldnonlnvelpmfoundeffecton
Sierra Leone. Atﬂxea)dofl989.ChuiaTaylorlmchedmnttaekonSmelDoe's
govanmemwithlumﬂbmdofmm.maﬂofﬂ:mindudinngylahimnlﬂwiﬂ:uﬁm
miningwwnnmeaylonhomdvedmpponﬂomﬂnlvmyCoutmdBmﬁmFm,in
pmthmu@poﬁﬁcaLfamﬂymdpasomlrdaﬁomhiplthumhawdaaibedn‘likedn
dynastic marriages and alliance of European princes of old’(Ellis). Burkinabé support for Taylor
was later extended to Foday Sankoh and the RUF.

Operating initially out of the Ivory Coast, Taylor’s rebellion quickly took on ethnic overtones
and within a year had become a major humanitarian disaster. In 1990, the Economic Community' -
of West African States (ECOWAS) put together an intervention force made up of troops from

_ Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Guines, Ghana and the Gambia. Known as the Economic Community .- . ..

Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), it thwarted Taylor’s drive to an early military victory. Because ...
Taylowhadem-lierbeenreﬁmedsuppm-tbyMomoh(mdwubﬁeﬁymtedin?reewwnusinga
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Burkinabé passport), and because ECOMOG used Freetown as a staging ground, Taylor spoke
frequently during 1990 and 1991 of plans to attack Sierra Leone.

By 1991 me_Moﬁ;)h,regimeﬁuin serious difficulty. Beset by a crumbling economy, growing
populnlgimﬁonmdﬁcﬂondtmmoﬂwithinthcgwmmgMomghmomcedamm
multi-party politics, and general elections were planned for 1992. L 2

Becwaeofcwmpﬁonmdmimnman;Sianuong'sﬁumlineuoopamMy )
W.MdmﬂiuihAﬂ'»lm-mﬁm’h&mﬁdebm
“0 protest their situation. Mﬂ:inuday.ﬂnmnﬂnybmaowpmdknphl\&omhﬂedto

Guinea. ,
_?

Dmingl992andl993mefommaoftheRUFﬂmed.Onocadon.ﬂuymm
dimondmwmp\uhadbwkmdmokthemmcmﬂmmudbymegow
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With Foday Sankoh and other AFRC/RUF defendants appealing their convictions, the RUF
again appeared at the gates to Freetown in January 1999, catching both the government and

ECOMOG off guard. Using women and children as a human shield, some RUF troops were able -
to bypass ECOMOG troops and join comrades who had -already infiltrated the city. Among-their -—

numbawmh‘baimmdaamﬂmmb«ofEmpemmamnﬁu.hﬂmﬁghﬁngﬂutenM
pnecﬁmﬂedﬁwthomandpwpledieiindudinsabinaminiuajommﬁmmdhwymwho
wmmedﬁedlymgaedmmerebdswmbembachhuemofﬂndtymhﬁmd
and 3,000 children were abducted as they retreated. While many of the convicted AFRC/RUF
muabommwaeﬁud,FodaySmkohraminedhgovunmemamdy.RUFoommmdeSam
Bockarie, a former san san boy, said at the end of January that "No government can succeed in
this country if it doesn't include Foday Sankoh.” Unless the RUF was given a share of power, he
said, "No government can rule. We'll make the country ungovernable.” (Sierra Leone News). He
later announced that Johnny Paul Koroma had been named deputy leader of the RUF.

TheRUFmdimnewfonndmycoUeaguadefyaﬂdeﬁniﬁommdtypologiaofMﬂa
movements. Abdullah and Muana argue that the RUF "is neither a separatist uprising rooted in a
speciﬁcdunmd,uinmecuoof&iuu,nonmfomﬁumwiﬁ:ndialm
snpuimmﬂnmghneitmﬁnmovuﬂnow.NadouitpomﬂleHndoﬂudc:hipthu
wouldbemymdedmitunwﬂomm;uwyﬂheRUPhlmﬂnmnn
movement without any significant national following or cthnic support. Perhaps because of its
social base and its lack of an emancipatory programm X SUDDO:

groups, § > )
predominantly uneducated and aliensted bettie front and battle group commanders. Neither the ;
-ﬂnmaﬂy,ofmoamludomymmﬂnmdmwm
mkstheRUF%beoﬁgimted,lemmymppmwthcmMaﬁondmingtbeddnymof
fighting "

.
- - n -
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Foreign Troops and Mercenaries

w

Finany,thaeiamepou“biﬁtythatprivueseun-ityﬁxm, whichmlikdysﬁllqn:ﬁnginthc
dimondnﬁnhgregimofﬂ:ewmuy.maybemvidhgmﬁrmoftimbﬂnnbd.u
part of s coopermive deal with them. Thia is all bmimpaﬁbla‘m'vmgﬁmmehdoﬁeeeu
to this region. " s h
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firmly entrenched in the diamond mining regions, with well-established communications and
transportation networks. The nature of their relationship with rebel forces is not known. It is
belicved that private security firms protect many diamond mining companiea. They will likely
prove ta be difficult to move out of the way to make room for the reforms in the industry
envisaged by GOSL. That said, it is interesting to note that no one with whom our delegation
met viewed any form of immediste military operations to recapture or control the diamond
mining region as in any way feasible.

ry .
Mmﬁmmwumﬁammmmmequmqumm
can regdily be identified as coming from Sierrs Leone. Moreover, they are very easy to transport
- hence moving them to markets, legally or otherwise, is not a major problem. As well, the
diamonds in Sierra Leone are alluvial and thus relatively easy to acquire.

The diamonds and the revenues they generate fund sppear to move through a network of
middlemen of Lebanese descent who are now indigenous to the region and have been involved in

diamond markets of Beirut as recently as March 1999. l.iulé.ifuny,wtiodhubeaiuh&no
control or regulate the trade of Sierra Leone diamonds, which has permitted rebel forces to re-
arm and re-equip themselves with new and modem weaponry not often seen in a bush army.

Trafficking in Small Arms

There is ample evidence to show that several nations in the sub-region are heavily involved in-the
procurement and transfer of small arms and ammunition to the conflict in Sierra Leone, and that
this trade is closely linked to the dismond mining industry in Sierra Leone.

It appears that arms are procured in eastern Europe (cither Bulgaria or Ukrsine) and moved to
Tripoli, Libys where they are transferred to ships or chartet aircraft for shipment into the region.

25
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The plans of the OCHA for shelter at the National Workshops and the eight other camp sites
show only enough shelter for 16,800 people. However, at the present time, approximately
50,000 families are targeted for shelter and non-food assistance in Freetown and areas in the
hinterland such as Bo, Kenema and Kambia. Since February, the U.S. Office of Foreign
Development Assistance has provided approximately 1,600 rolls of plastic sheeting and 50,000
blankets which has the potential to provide shelter apd non-food items to about 10,000 families.
However, it is going to take a herculean effort by all concerned to ensure that the population of
Freetown has adequate shelter with the onset of the rainy season.

In addition to the basic shelter needs, our group also heard a plea for additional non-food
assistance. In particular, officials with the National Commission for Rehabilitation,
Reconstruction and Reconciliation (NCRRR) told us that there is an urgent need for household
items-goodasuchucooldngutmsﬂ:,pon.pms,bowls,dishea,plam.anluyamlsoapweﬂu
jerry cans for water. It was also apparent to us that, if possible, cots would be far preferable to
sleeping mats in these shelters especially in the rainy season.

In the longer term, the housing stock of much of the eastern portion of Freetown must be rebuilt.
During our tour of the devastated castem sections, we did see evidence of reconstruction.
Residents are struggling against the deadline that the rainy season imposes. Mud bricks are
bdngusedhbtﬁldmaﬂnewsbeltmdﬂmughhnppeunﬂxﬂmmytypuofhﬁhhgmﬁuiﬂ
such as tin for roofing, windows, etc. may be in short supply. Access to credit in order to acquire
loans for rebuilding has also been very restricted as only a very small number of banks have re-
opened since the fighting in January. Interestingly, during our meeting with President Kabbah,
hemmﬁonedCamda'sexpaﬁummefmofm&ﬁblow-couhomingmdspokeoanmiw
Strong’s involvement in the UN Habitat project. He added that *“We don’t want it for free, but

noed repayments organized over several years.”

Amputees

Whileitishqaedthatﬂwsaiomshdta'problaninSimLeonembeldd:medwiﬂlbuﬂding
mltaidsmdﬁmnddmwmcofﬂwphydulmdmﬁmdmthtmbombyﬂx
m&n,wommmddﬁ]dnmofSieu:LmeMﬂberorm:ﬁmn.]hepmeﬁceof
ampumﬁngmdmuﬁllﬁngdviﬁmhubmthetadannkofﬂwkw,ﬂadramngwd. .
As a terror tactic, the practice began in the early 90's but seemed to have attracted international
attention during the first free democratic elections in 1996. To discourage people from voting
during those clections, RUF leader Foday Sankoh issued orders to his men to cut off the hands of
people who had cast a ballot. (Thooewhohndvotedreeeivedminkmukonthdrhmds.) The
tactic was not successful. Often voting at great personal risk to themselves, the people
eventually elected President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. For those in the rural areas, the amputations =~
were particularly cruel since they destroyed the livelihoods of many rural subsistence farmers
who were rendered incapable of working the soil.
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MSF currently reports treating hundreds of civilians who have had one or more hands, arms, legs
or ears amputated by rebel forces, Many of the victims are young children, even some infants.
It was also noted that instances of amputations and mutilations by the rebels increased
dramatically when they were forced to retreat from Freetown in January. MSF has also publicly
stated that their experience in 1998 indicates that for every amputee victim who makes it to
hospital, there are several others who never receive medical care and die from their wounds.

A visit to the Connaught Hospital in Freetown and the ADRA (Adventist Development and
Relief Agency) amputee camp at Murray Town brought our delegation face to face with the
horrible atrocities this conflict has produced. The ADRA camp contained about 250 amputees as
well as other family members who had fled areas in the interior of the country that had come
under rebel attack. At the camp, our delegation was met by the assistant administrator and
escorted on a tour of the camp by a spokesperson chosen from among the amputees - a young
man in his early twenties,

The camp’s accommodation consists of mud dwellings, old sheds and some new plastic shelters
which had been constructed, similar to the oncs we had seen st the National Workshops. The
camp spokesman explained to us how he had become a victim. He said that he was from the
north of Sierra Leone, but that he was studying in the eastern area of the country when the rebels
arrived. In addition to robbing and looting the area, the rebels inflicted death and mutilation
uponthemhabmnts. They then demanded that the young man’s uncle hold his arm while they
chopped it off. When the uncle refused, they shot him. These rebels severed the young man’s
right arm with a machete about half way between his elbow and his wrist. His right ear was also
sliced off. '

The camp administrator led us outside where the young man explained the purpose of our visit to
the amputees and their families. It was here that our delegation saw a little girl four years old -
probably the youngest amputee victim in the camp. The RUF rebels had cut this little girl’s arm
off at the shoulder. She was.accompanied by both parents - each of whom had a hand chopped
off. The horrific brutality that was inflicted on that poor child and her parents is in many ways
symbohcofﬂ:enih:listncvxolmccdmhnbmughtSnmbeonewthebrinkofcomplete
destruction. ’

A few hours later, our delegation was at the Connsught Hospital in the centre of Freetown.
There were another fifty amputees, male and female, being treated in two wards. Dr. Kamara,
the chief surgeon of the hospital and a nurse matron accompanied us with a TV crew from a local
station. The doctor explained to the patients in Krio that our delegation was from Canada and
that our mission was to assess the condition of the people in Sierra Leone, 50 that Canada could
provide assistance.

Thedomﬂwuplmquthﬂ&nngthemh!mmCommﬂnﬂospmlm_godgdmth,4

victims, Theliosptulhum—ﬁeds,bmﬂeatedupwndsofSSOpeop!ewhenﬂwmmbmkc
out. Amputees and people with gunshot wounds were treated in some cases on the grass in the
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little courtyard. Our delegation observed bed after bed of young and old with bandaged limbs
and blank stares. It is in the faces of the people who have been the victims of this tragedy that

_.one sees utter despair - like the man whose both hands had been cut off by the rebels.

Judging from the age and gender of those occupying the hospital beds, there appeared to be no
rhyme or reason to who was chosen as a victim. The violence certainly appeared to be
completely indiscriminate. Once again, our delegation saw more evidence of the victimization of
children - another little girl with her left leg amputated a few inches above her knee. She was
about cight years old. The doctor advised that the youngest amputee he had treated was two and a

half years of age.

It is difficult to determine with any precision the number of amputees in Freetown or indeed
Sierra Leone as a whole. It is not an exaggeration to suggest that the number in the Freetown
area is between 1,000 and 1,500. There are also hundreds of amputees among the refugee
population who have fled Sierra Leone. Because of the state of medical care in the country,
reliable statistics are virtually non-existent. ' y L

Although we were advised that the situation concerning the amputees would improve with the
provision of prosthetics by groups like Handicap International (HI), our delegation does not
recausedngonepmstheﬁcdevicewhilemingeithatbcamporthehospihl. At a meeting of
the European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) in Brussels at the end of March, it was
notedbymd:nwhuwasavicewubeingdoﬁvaedhﬁeuownwubeingdomonmadhoc
basis by non-experts because of security limitations. The problem is particularly difficult for-
children, who, because they are growing, need to be refitted periodically with new devices. In
addition, it is also extremely important that psychological assistance be provided to the victims
of atrocities at the earliest opportunity. :

Food Aid

AMamhlSassasmentofﬂxefoodmpplthimmentdnedinucpoﬁbydwOCHA
sWedthﬂ'mlmfooducthyagmdnmgimammgnthcpopulaﬂmﬂaﬁdonfood
production, thecmm:rytsllblym:lideﬁnﬂwinmanmjorfoodmgmqmrhming
months.” The report goes on 1o say that: "The outlook for agricultural input is grim given the
present circumstances. End of year projections in 1998 by food agencies in Sierra Leone
fbmcastedamrlynqubmuoflﬁ.owmeﬁcmfwtheawepopum Approximately
half of this was to come from commercial imports, 17 percent from food ald, ten percent from
milled rice from the 1997-98 harvest with a projected 23 percent food deficit.”

’I‘heoeprojectionshavebem_ovuukenbymtoﬂ:cextmtmnthemdsﬁngqi_tg;tjggig_mw
much more pessimistic. The rainy season is already known as "the hungry season” in Sierra
Leone. This year, it could be even more so. For instance, the harvesting of inland valley swamp
ﬁcewhichshoﬂdhsveoeunredbetwemeunbademmmmedydimqﬁadduw
rebel activities. Inaddiﬁon,lmdprepuaﬁon,whichisnoumﬂydonedmingFebmrytogdthe
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recent report out of the northern town of Kamakwie stated that at least 20 people per day were
dying from starvation, lack of medical attention and rebel atrocities.

.Our delegation heard from one NGO official involved in food aid that, once security is restored

in Sierra Leone, the country will be in need of assistance with a long-term strategy for food
production. Sierra Leone has the capacity to feed itself and produce enough for export. In fact,
the country was self-sufficient in food in the 1960's and it is said by some that if its arable land
was properly utilized it could feed all of West Africa. Another food NGO representative that our
group spoke with indicated that it was not unreasonable to believe that with the proper conditions
Sierra Leone could return to self-sufficiency in food production in two to three years.

Unfortunately, distortions in the marketplace as a result of monopolistic practices that have
developed (arrangements between businesses and politicians) have also caused serious problems.
In order for food security to be re-established once again, the small producer must be
encouraged. Until the security situation changes substantially, it is likely that Sierra Leone will
be in a position where it must rely on a substantial amount of outside food aid.

The Children

The children of Sierra Leone have borne the brunt of the conflict. Whether it is in the refugee
camps of Guinea, the displaced persons camps in Freetown, the malnutrition and disease that is
everywhere or the child soldiers, it is the children of Sierra Leone who are the victims. It is
estimated that the eight years of conflict have resulted in the separation of 12,000 children from
their families. UNICEF is struggling to put in place programs which will re-unite childrea with
their families. WhiletheyhavehadmemwiﬂnheNaﬁmllFmﬂmidnsmd '
Reunification Network, it continues to be an uphill battle. One of the most disturbing facts of the
rebel invasion of Freetown in January was that it resulted in the 3,000 children reported missing.
It is believed that they were abducted by the rebels and that they are not receiving sufficient food
or care.’ Of this figure, thé most recént information available for this report indicated that 256
dﬂdrmtndbemwumhdwiththurﬁmﬂ:uhdudinaﬂreeaﬁymleuedbytherebd& The
loanonoftheothachildnnumnplynotkmwn.

Certainly one of the most high profile issues that has come out of the war in Sicrra Loone has
been the issue of child soldiers. The Secretary General’s March report to the Security Council
noted that "4 significant number of the rebel combatants were children. Reports were received
of death and infuries being inflicted by boys as young as eight to 11 years old.” One of the
means by which these young children are drawn into the conflict is through a process called:"de-
institutionalization." In many cases, these children are forced by the rebels at gunpoint to kill
family members or neighbours. By committing an act of violence against people close to them,
not only are they traumatized, they also cannot go back to their families or their communities
because of fear of retribution. ‘
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The rebels have found this to be a very useful method of socializing these children into a life of
extreme violence. In fact, the children also begin to "attach” or bond with their commanders.
'l‘heirblindobediawe,combinedwiththeeﬁ’ectaofaleohol,dmgsmdapopdarbeliefinjuju
spirits, convince them of their own invincibility and make them some of the most courageous
and disciplined fighters within the rebel factions. The rebels’ widespread use of child soldiers -
and the countries that sustain their activities - deserve the strongest condemnation by the
international community. Unfortunately, our delegation also saw evidence on the streets of
Freetown of under-aged combatants who were evidently part of the Kamajor forces. While the
Kamajors are supportive of the Government of Sietrra Leone, it would seem the Government is
able to exercise very little control over Kamajor activities.

Yet another one of the tragedies of this conflict has been the massive numbers of victims of
sexual abuse. Many reports both by the media and international agencies have corroborated
inmncuofindividudmdgmgrapeofgiﬂsmdyomgwommwhohsvebemmmdedupby
the rebels. Many rape victims were said to have been subsequently mutilated or murdered,

; Others have been abducted and have been forced into service as porters, cooks, sex slaves and
, ) spies. WhmomddegaﬁonmawithNGO'sinFnetown,itwuwidantbeybdiwedthnﬂﬁs
‘ was a problem of significant proportions which was not being adequately addressed. The strong

sﬁgmamnchcdmavieﬁmofwmﬂabuaciantAﬁimaodaymumMmmyyom
women and girls were simply not coming forward for psychological treatment.

Also of great concern is the issue of education. The Ministry of Education has reported that 300
schoohwaedmgedmduﬂoyedﬂmughmﬂSimlmhmepaiodfoﬂowingﬂwMay,
1997 military coup. Aﬁathe)muuyﬁghﬁnginFm&govmentwhooh,both
primarymdsecondary.mclondbmeofdmge. Another 30 schools sre currently being
used for sheiter. There are no schools functioning in the interior of the country even in towns
that have Kamajor protection like Bo, Kenema and Makeni.

The full school population of Sierra Leone is between 600-700,000. The peimary population is
estimated at 350,000, The number of primary school age children now receiving some form of
education is estimated at about 30-35,000. In many of the schools in Freetown, instruction
occm'sforonlyafewhomspadaysincealuxenumbcofteadnnhwele&thecmm&y.
Textbooks, benches and desks have been looted or bumed as fuel. Many children have lost up to

) three years of education, and as a result, are losing their future. One encouraging project worthy
i ofnmeisaniniﬁaﬁvedntwaslummedreeenﬂybyMr.Petameold,ﬂwBﬁﬁ:hHigh
) Commissioner to Sierra Leone. Through this project, schools in Britain will donate educational

materials and equipment to Sierra Leone.
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UNITEDNATIONSOfﬁceforﬂleCoordinaﬁonofHumanitarianAﬁ'ainIntegmed
Regional Information Network for West Africa

Tel: +225 21 73 54 Fax: +225 21 63 35 e-mail: irin-wa@ocha.unon.org

IRIN-WA Update 438 of events in West Africa (Thursday 8 April)

SIERRA LEONE: ECOMOG wams "warmonger presidents”

ECOMOG's new force commander in Sierra Leone, Major General Felix Mujakperuo, has issued a
strong warning to the presidents of Liberia and Burkina Faso, according to a press statement [RIN
received on Thursday.

In the statement, titled "Warning to Warmonger Presidents', Mujakperuo described events leading
up to an alleged delivery of arms to the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels fighting the Sierra
Leonean government. |

He wamned that ECOMOG will "strike at all the channels involved in this movement of heavy arms
and ammunition to the rebels by land, sea and air."

According to the statement, faxed to IRIN by ECOMOG, a Ukrainian registered cargo aircraft,
Antonov 124, carryingﬁ&tomofarmnrrivedinOuagadwgwon 14 March 1999, and was parked
at the presidential wing of the airport. The pilot was told to continue on to Monrovia to deliver the

cargobuthereﬁuedtododﬁ;ond:egrmmdaﬂmitwunottheinitinl armangement, Mujakperuo
said,

Its cargo, itadded,wumkentonlngtmdﬂientotheSimLeoneborderfordelivu'ytotheRUF
and to the Guinea border for rebels in Guinea.

Themtememsddﬂmﬂliaprocmcmﬁnuedwithnddiﬁmddrcmﬁanduddodmakw
commander Sam Bockarie "has indicated receipt of the arms from Liberia in recent conversations
with some of his commanders."

Traduzione;

ECOMOG Comunicato Stampa, diffuso a Freetown, 8 aprile, 1999

NAZIONI UNITE Ufficio per il coordinamento degli Affari Umanitari.
Rete di Informazione Regionale Integrata per I’ Africa Occidentale (IRIN)

[L'IRIN é wn'agenzia di informazione dell 'ONU con sede a Nairobi. Ha vari servisi: Africa
Occidentale, Orientale, Centrale, Corno d ‘Africa, Regione del Grandi Laghi e Africa Orientale. Le
sue nolizie vengono controllate daile Nazioni Unite, altrimenti vengono pubblicate con la dicitura:

“Questo rapporto non rappresenta la linea ufficiale di IRIN. La responsabilitd del contenuto
appartiene a chi firma l'articolo”,
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Questo articolo é stato pubblicato sul servizio che riporta le notizie dell’Africa Occidentale. IRIN-
WA vuol dire appunto IRIN West Africa, cioé IRIN Africa Occidentale)

Tel: +225 21 73 54 Fax: +225 21 63 35 E-maol: jrin-wa@ocha.unon.org
IRIN-Africa Occidentale aggiornamento 438 sugli eventi dell’ Africa Occidentale (Giovedi 8 aprile)
SIERRA LEONE: L’ECOMOG ammonisce i “presidenti guerrafondai”.

Secondo un comunicato stampa ricevuto dall’IRIN giovedi, il nuovo comandante delle forze
ECOMOG in Sierra Leone, Maggiore Generale Felix Mujakperuo, ha rivolto un deciso
ammonimento ai presidenti della Liberia ¢ del Burkina Faso. In un comunicato, intitolato
“Ammonimento ai presidenti guerrafondai”, Mujakperuo descrive gli eventi conseguenti a una
sospetta fornitura di armi ai ribelli del Fronte Unito Rivoluzionario che combattono il governo della
Sierra Leone. Egli ha detto che ’ECOMOG “ha ora avuto conferma sulle attivita delle due nazioni
e dei loro leader coinvolti in una spedizione e consegna di armi ai ribelli attraverso il governo di una
delle nazioni vicine”.

Egh ha ammonito che "TECOMOG “colpird tutti i canali coinvolti in questo traffico, via terra, mare -
¢ cielo, di armi pesanti ¢ munizioni ai ribelli”.

Secondo il comunicato, faxato all’IRIN dall’ECOMOG, un aereo cargo Antonov 124, registrato in
Ucraina, con a bordo 68 tonnellate di armi & arrivato a Ouagadougou in 14 Marzo 1999 ed & stato
parcheggiato nell’area presidenziale dell’acroporto. Al pilota era stato chiesto di continuare fino a
Monrovia per consegnare il carico ma egli ha rifiutato perché [il viaggio] non era compreso
nell’accordo iniziale, ha sostenuto Mujakperuo.

Secondo il comunicato, il 15 Marzo, un piccolo aereo con membri dell’equipaggio ucraini ¢é
atterrato all’ acroporto internazionale Robertsville in Liberia accompagnato dal direttore dei servizi
speciali di sicurezza liberiani [YEATEN Benjamin). 1l suo carico, aggiunge il documento, venne
portato a Gbanga ¢ quindi al confine con la Sierra Leone per essere consegnato al RUF e al confine
con la Guinea per i ribelli in Guinea.

Il comunicato dice che queste operazioni sono continuate con altri aerei e aggiunge che il
comandante del RUF, Sam Bockarie [detto Mosquito), “ha rivelato in recenti conversazioni con
alcuni dei suoi comandanti di aver ricevuto armi dalla Liberia”.

L’ECOMOG dice che “non sopportera ancora a lungo queste offese da parte dei supposti leader -
che continuano a svilupparsi nonostante le iniziative di pace — perché [le offese] costituiscono un
pericolo per noi e per tutta la subregione”. L’ECOMOG ha anche rivolto un appello a tutta la
comunitd internazionale “perché costringa il presidente Charles Taylor e i suoi colleghi a smetterla
con queste azioni diaboliche, se bisogna restaurare la pace”™.

Sia la Liberia sia il Burkina Faso hanno con forza negato di sastenere il RUF.

MIN ECOMOG IR
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DIAMOND HUNTERS FUEL AFRICA'S BRUTAL W‘S’/
WARS:; IN SIERRA LEONE, MINING FIRMS
TRADE WEAPONS AND MONEY FOR ACCESS

TO GEMS 00021308

JAMES RUPERT
WASHINGTON POST FOREIGN SERVICE
Saturday, October 16, 1999 ; Page AO1

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone - When Sierra Leone's lone combat helicopter blew an
engine one day last year, it meant disaster for the government. The aging Soviet-built
gunship had been the government's most effective weapon against a rebel army that
was marching on the capital, burning villages and killing and mutilating civilians.

Officials scrambled to repair or replace the helicopter. But rather than relying on
conventional arms dealers, they took bids from mining companies, gem brokers and
mercenaries, most of whom held or wanted access to Sierra Leone's diamond fields.
The government finally agreed to buy $3.8 million worth of engines, parts and
ammunition through a firm set up by Zeev Morgenstern, an executive with
Belgium-based Rex Diamond Mining Corp.

In the end, the parts proved unsuitable, and the helicopter stayed grounded. The rebels
of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) seized Freetown, killing thousands of
residents and -- in their signature atrocity - amputating the arms or hands of hundreds
of civilians. '

Although the government later retook the capital, the rebels’ success forced the
government this summer to accept a deal to share power. Though controversial, the
peace agreement has drawn enough U.S. and other international support that Secretary
of State Madeleine K. Albright will visit here Monday on the first day of an African -
tour.

The key role of mining interests in the fighting was nothing new in Sierra Leone. The
eight-year conflict that has shattered this country and brutalized its § million people
has been fueled by foreigners’ hunger for diamonds. Rival mining companies, security
firms and mercenaries — from Africa, Europe, Israel and the former Soviet Union —
have poured weapons, trainers and fighters into Sierra Leone, backing the government
or the rebels in a bid to win cheap access to diamond fields. .

Across Africa, foreign firms are fueling wars for natural resources that in some ways
recall the 19th-century "scramble for Africa” by European imperial powers. Since the
end of the Cold War — when major countries pulled back from African conflicts -- oil
and mining companies, security firms and mercenaries have filled the void. They have
provided arms and expertise for civil wars in Angola, Congo, Liberia and here.

These conflicts are singularly brutal, scholars say, because many of their sponsors are
outsiders with little motive to limit destruction. The superpower patrons of Cold War
conflicts "did not allow the wholesale ripping up of the economy, the use of children
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assoldim.theattacksonreliefgroupa'ﬂmhavebwomathenorminSimLeone
and elsewhere, said Herbert Howe, a Georgetown University political Scientist,
In,SiemLeone,bothmegovemmemandﬂleRUFhaveauracwdmﬂita:ybackersby
offeringpaymemindinmondsordiamond-miningrizhts.Thefommutobem
ﬁumsuchvennmhaveprolongedmdescahtedthewu,malymuy.Accordingto
doctmenuandAﬁicm.U.S.andEmopemsomtbespoﬂshavealsoemomged

the involvement in the conflict of a number of prominent foreigners:

AwﬁredSomhAﬂimumyiNeﬂigmeeoﬁcer,Fdeindle,huprovidedmining
toTaylofsforcesandtotheRUF,AﬁimdeeMmHMysomuy.Rindle,
wboalsohelpedmmUNlTArebehinAngola.iuhoexpmﬁngdilmondaﬁ'om
Liberia, sources.

AUh'ninimbunnesm' Leonidhﬁnin;hnsuppliedmtohylwandtheRUF,
wcordingmasenioroﬁcaofmeWmAﬁimpawekeepingfmceinSimbone.
Nﬁnin,whoisweuconmcmdmzovunmtoﬁcidsinUhﬁne,maﬁmbe
oompanyianbeﬁathndsoisdeaﬁnginmmddiamonds,lwordingwtheoﬁm

A retired Israeli armyoﬁea-,‘YairKlein,hasprovidedmﬂitarymneﬁal and training

inLﬂ)aiaandSiemuonesincel%.accordingtonAﬁxcansommmdthe
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The Liberian Government Finaily Admits Supp~.x:t to RUF
By Cllr. Tiawan S. Gongloe

The Perspective 00023126

Atlanta, Georgia

November 27, 2002

When the world, led by the United States, accused the Taylor Government
of supporting the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone a few years
ago, Taylor did not only clearly deny but started a big public relation
campaign to prove that the Governments of the United States, Great Britain
and Sierra Leone were great liars. Taylor called meetings and press
conferences at the Executive Mansion to tell the Liberian pcople that his
government was being falsely accused and called upon the Liberian people
not to believe the accusation against his government, Taylor ¢ conducted
mtervxe.ws with the BBC, West Africa Weekly, The New African and other
internatsenal media institutions, denying his government’s support for the
RUF.Addittionally, he sent his foreign minister and other officials of his
government abroad on public relation campaigns to tell the world that a big
lie was being told against his government. Taylor’s big argument was that
his accusers had no evidence to link him to the RUF. Well, a few days ago,
Taylor finally admitted his support for the RUF in the Washington POST.

This:is what Taylor said in the November 12, 2002 edition of the
Washihgior Post.at:page A 16, column six:

What Taylor said in the Washington Post is what the whole world knew
was the truth all along. However, he kept denying and asking for evidence.
The question that lingers in the mind of every reasonable person who has
followed this issue is why did Taylor wait for the United States and the
United Nations to impose sanctions on Liberia before he could admit his
involvement with the RUF.Why did Taylor wait for the United Nations to
spend so much money (money that could have been spend on Liberia’s

httn-/ioww thenerinective nro‘washingtonnostad ~uf htmi 13/03/2C03
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vestigation to prove his support for the RUF
lvement with the RUF? Why did Taylor
revenue to send his cronies abroad to lie that
ne was not involved in Sierra Leone, when he knew the truth was that he
was actively supporting the RUF? Why is Taylor admitting his involvement
with the RUF less than one month before the formal opening of the special
war crime tribunal in Sierra Leone? Is the admission by Taylor a strategy to

make him a star prosecution witness to testify against those other countries

he says were involved with the RUF, or is it intended to mitigate whatever

punishment he could get following his trial by the Special Court? Now that
Taylor has voluntarily admitted, he has provided more than sufficient
reason for his indictment by the Special Court.

-cconstruction) on panels of in
before he could admit his nvo
anecessarily use government

The admission made by Taylor in the Washington Post is not the first

admission made by him; nonetheless, it is the clearest, so far. The first

i adn ission was circumstantial and was by the way he conducted himsel{ in

the UN hostage crisis in Sierra Leon¢ a few years ago when the RUF took
hostage 500 UN peacekeepers. Taylor was asked by the international

| community to persuade the RUF to release the 500 UN peacekeepers to the

i 'UN, in the same way President Jimmy Carter was asked by ECOWAS in

¥/ 1992 to persuade the NPFL to release 500 ECOMOG soldiers lieid hostage

by the NPFL.

i~ | Instead of Taylor persuading the RUF to release the hostages at the buffer

zone manned by the UN between the Sierra Leonean army and the RUF,

Taylor released all 500 of the UN hostages from Lofa county in Liberia and

 air-lifted them from Lofa county by helicopters provided by Libya for the

|t purpose. He began this exercise one day after he was contacted as though

he had custody of the hostages. The speed with which he acted and the fact

that the hostages were released from Liberian territory created suspicion as d
to who had actual custody of the hostages. In addition, the speed with
‘which Taylor acted created the impression that instead of persuading the
RUF to rclease the hostages, he just informed them that he was releasing
the hostages and he did. The second admission made by Taylor was

- through a statement issued by the Foreign Minister of Liberia, which said,
“The government of Liberia has disengaged from the RUF”. The foreign
ministry later clarified that it meant Sierra Leone, not the RUF. Howbeit,

- the interesting thing is that most Liberians knew that the Government was

: &rc ferring to the RUF. The third admission was made by President Taylor

-

W / 377 iy

‘I—
4 ‘(4?‘9.”

himself, when he appeared before the Liberian Legislature, a year ago,
~Ii during his annual message. On that occasion, he said that he had closed

el

. thepers~ective.org/washingtonpostad_ruf.hitml 13/08/2003
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: down the RUF liaison office in Monrovia, as well as, its bank account at
tt.2 Liberia Bank for Development and Invesiment (LBDI). He did not tell
M1 Liberian people when the office and the bank account were opened.
P
(. In spite of all these admissions, the admission made by Taylor recently in
" the Washington Post is the clearest admission he has made of his
‘avolvement in the Sierra Leonean conflict-In that admission, he did not
only admit, but gave justification for his involvement. According to Tayior,
he got involved” purely for national security concerns.” If this is true, why
did he not tell the Liberian people, who all along knew, that he was
‘qvolved in Sierra Leone. What was his motive for denying the truth, even
» to Liberians who were in Gbarnga during the Liberian civil war with Foday
Sankor and other Sierra Leonean rebels?

The puzzling thing about Taylor’s admission is the avenue he chose to
ake it. Of all newspapers, he chose the Washington Post for this
important revelation and did so in a public relation peace intended to
persuade the American Government to assist his Government. The timing
and the manner in wish this revelation was made say a lot about thie
wiedom of Taylor and his lieutenants. Now that this admission has been
clearly made, Liberians should stop arguing among themselves about
whether or not there is evidence against Taylor. What should be donc now
is [or Liberians to unite in an effort to make Taylor account for the pain,
suftering and embarrassment he has put Liberia through by his support for
(he RUF. What Taylor has done is an impeachable offense bui the current
Legislature of Liberia does not have the courage to impeach Mr. Taylor. |
#3 will be pleasantly surprised if they even discuss it for a minute. Therefore,
the Liberian people, acting through their various civil society organizations
should take their destiny in their hands. This is an important historical
moment that the people of Liberia must not let pass without doing anything.
The world is watching.

© The Perspective
P.O. Box 450493
Atlanta, GA 31145
Website: www.theperspective.org
F-mail: editor@theperspective.org

ML AW Te DETSpecive. 0T/ w ashingtonposmd_ruf.hun! 13/08/
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OTP Unofficial Transcript

EV0158- Kono After the ARC-RUF Retreat
Total Time: 39:50

0:00-0:54
Fighting
e Title: “Kono After the AFRC-RUF Retreat”.

Destruction Footage

Voiceover:
There was a war that started in Sierra Leone in 1991 that had devastating effects on the
lives of Sierra Leoneans. The destruction of private and public property. The maiming

and amputation and killing of innocent and defenseless civilians have the rebel

movement within the country. This situation has happened in a country that was once @
regarded as a most peaceful.

1:34-2:31

Images of fighters, both junta and ECOMOG. No footage of fighting or atrocities being
committed.

Voiceover: for the tEoor Sierra Leoneans before the merger of the RUF and the Sierra
Leonean army on May 25, 1997 compounded the suffering of the people both in the cities and
the rural areas. Looting, commandeering of vehicles, maiming, raping, and of course killing of
civilians became the order of the day by the junta. The atrocities continued under the West
African Monitoring Group, ECOMOG, on the 12 of February, 1998 flushed the marauders out
of the city, Freetown. The ejection of the junta from the city resulted in an all out rampage in the
rural areas and the major cities in the region. As ECOMOG continued to dislodge them, the junta
declared an Operation named Operation No Living Thing, destroying whatever their path lies.

2:31-3:07

Destruction images.

Voiceover: Kono District in eastern Sierra Leone, a diamond-ferous area in the country, was @
never sad in the state of destruction, killing and maiming. Apart from killing innocent civilians,

every infrastructure was destroyed.

3:07-4:37

Sewa bridge images.

Voiceover: The Sewa bridge is the main bridge that links Kono District to the rest of the country.
The bridge was cutoff by the fleeing AFRC-RUF bandits in an effort to prevent the entry of the
Nigerian led ECOMOG into the district. The civil defense forces in the area were prompted to
come to the aid of the people in the districts, by resurfacing and refilling the gaps so that the
West African peacekeepers will be let in and liberate the people. St. Francis Brundo is the CDF
coordinator of Kono.

Page 1 of 4
EV0158- Kono After the ARC-RUF Retreat
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4:37-5:14
Interview with Kamajor.
Brundo: [in Krio]
S:14-5:25
Market in Kono, lots of people talking.
5:25-6:34
More burned down buildings.
Voiceover: is about 45km from Koidu town with over 15,000 displaced persons from Kono
and its environs. Gborie Yamba is the senior town chief. by the efforts being made by the
Kono district’s emergency task force and them to continue their contracts with the

governments and international organizations for the people in that district.

6:34-8:10
Interview with Town Chief.
Yamba: {in Krio]

8:10-9:12

Bumpeh destruction, which isn’t as bad as other footage

~8:55 Voiceover: Bumpeh is another town that has suffered at the hands of the fleeing AFRC-
RUF bandits. And it is just _ km from Koidu Town. Aiah Lebbie is the acting paramount chief.

9:12-10:00
Interview with Acting Paramount Chief.
Lebbie: [in Krio)

10:04-13:53

Interview with a Kamajor.

Voiceover: A member of the civil defence forces based in the Districts of is____ the
situation in the area of 90% guarantee.

~10:16 CDF: The situation for now, you see, from Sewa all the way to Koidu Town we can give
90% assurance that it’s safe. The only thing I wish to emphasize on this Sierra Leone
surrendered junta were deployed. After the fight from Sewa onto Koidu Town [Krio]

13:53-14:48
Destruction (houses and vehicles burned)

14:48-15:34

~15:07 Voiceover: Koidu town of which is the District Headquarter of the District had an
abnormal share of the destruction. The infrastructure in major sections along the streets were all
razed to the ground. Coquina and Small Lebanon areas are presently the abode for all those who
are only been in Koidu Town. Major Joe Adeyeye is the ground commander in the area.

15:34-16:00

Marketplace or IDP camp.

Page 2 of 4
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More dancing fighters.

16:12-17:27
Destruction

17:27-19:32

Interview with ECOMOG Peacekeeper

Adeyeye: The security, from us here is a little

Interviewer: What do you mean exactly, what type of

Adeyeye: Let’s say, ahh, about 500 [indecipherable]

Interviewer: So,um, how do you see the people themselves, inhabitants, how do you see them in
terms of cooperation.

Adeyeye: Actually, we’ve been receiving them, we’ve fed them, they feel that, yes, ECOMOG
has come to rescue them. And save them from the juntas. For example, in terms of medical,
feeding, (incomprehensible) it’s part of coming out of the bush.

Interviewer: So, what advancement are you make today?

Adeyeye: As you aware that the mop up operation is in progress. It is ___in this area also. Soit
is everywhere.

Interviewer: So, umm, you also have the local militia, are they cooperating with you?
Adeyeye: They are very, very cooperative.

Interviewer: In front of the general output out of the main, are there any ?

Adeyeye: Very, very, they are very high.

Interviewer: So, what message have you for the general population now that, ah, calm is
returning to the place? What do you have to tell them?

Adeyeye: If they have any means of telling their brother who are still with the junta if there is
any way they can tell them and pass a message to them that they and it will be better.
Interviewer: That’s all?

Adeyeye: Um, and again, they should not hesitate to tell us, anywhere they know the rebels are
and if there is any one of them in their midst. For example to find them out.

Interviewer: So finally, so what have you to say to the government of the people of Sierra
Leone?

Adeyeye: Actually I have to congratulate them, because they. I really sympathize with them,
since we came in to rescue them from the hands of the junta. And I implore them to cooperate
with the present government. And forget everything about the junta.

19:32-33:54

~21.32 Voiceover: Koidu Town has nothing to show as the destruction is massive. Hospitals and
other infrastructure providing essential services were all reduced to rubble.

Narrator: [talking, but it is hard for me to cull out. Appears that he is just pointing out the
buildings that were burned.]

~31:04 Narrator: Bio Street, Bio Street, everything gone down.

Displaced Persons Camp

Page 3 of 4 .
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~33:48 Voiceover: As a result of the massive destruction in their district, Kono residents were
able to put into place and emergency task force to do a needs assessment survey in the district.
The team, in their own little way, resulted (?) food and non-food items to the survival of
displaced personsat ___, _and Koidu. Inthe ____ displaced camp where over 10,000
displaced persons from Kono and its environs are temporarily encamped life is difficult as there
is little or nothing that the people can feed on, not to mention the inadequate shelter.
~34:48-36:35 Sahr Komba, Camp Chairman: [needs translation from Krio]

~36:47 Voiceover: __ announces their desire to go back home. With this determination, the
ECOMOG Task Force Commander in Sierra Leone, Brigadier General Maxwell Khobe, has
assured the people of maximum security in the district.

37:23-39:50

Interview with Khobe

Khobe: The rebels are scattered in groups, very little, mobile. [Tape is messed up here] They
have little ammunition. And so the majority of them are carrying cutlasses. Even then, out of that
number, very few are actually willing to fight. We have put in place troops to kill them wherever
they appear. We are pursuing them. There will be no rebel left in this country at the end of the
day. As boundary, we’ll get, we’ll clear them out as time goes on.

Interviewer: So what have you to tell the Kono people?

Khobe: I sympathize with Kono people. Very seriously. Like others to the lost everything, their
houses, their children, their hands and legs, eyes and so on. Some their ears even. I take it that
that is the biggest sacrifice they can give so that they can continue to live without any fear of
____, because already they have sacrificed everything that they have. I want to tell them for the
college, they have ___, because the rebels were out to ensure they eliminate them. And, I want
them to understand that they have God with them above everything and that the destruction of
property, by the grace of God, they will have a better future that their children will be proud of.
And they will have better housing units, and so on, in that same flat Kono. So I give them a
message of hope that tomorrow is definitely going to be better than today.

$ v
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The Boston Globe

December 27, 1998, Sunday ,City Edition
SECTION: NATIONAL/FOREIGN; Pg. AISPHOTO

LENGTH: 586 words

HEADLINE: Rebels nearing African capital;
Two bumed alive in Sierra Leone

BYLINE: Associated Press

BODY:

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone - Fearing an impending rebe! assault on Sierra Leone's capital, angry residents surged
through the streets yesterday and burned alive at least two men accused of being rebel spies.

The rebel Revolutionary United Front, meanwhile, reported it had killed 60 Nigerian soldiers belonging to a2 West
African intervention force while capturing the town of Makeni, 60 miles east of the capital, Freetown,

Fighting has intensified in recent weeks in the West African nation that is slightly smaller than Indiana. The

country, with a population of 4.7 million people, was settled two centuries ago by freed slaves from the United States,
Britain and Jamaica.

The rebels, who controlled Freetown after a bloody May 1997 coup, are seeking revenge for their ouster from the
capital in February.

But the government denied that Makeni had been captured and said the Nigerian-led forces, known as ECOMOG,

continued to battle rebels for the town, Troops remained firmly in control of the country, the Information Ministry said
in & statement.

The government bolstered Freetown’s defenses yesterday by trucking in Kamajors, traditional militiamen from
rural villages. It also flew in soldiers from Nigeria and Ghana to reinforce ECOMOG troops.

At a downtown square in the capital, a mob singled out two young men accused of being rebels in civilian
disguise.

The men were severely beaten before some in the crowd thrust gasoline-filled tires around their necks and set them
on fire. Their charred remains were carried away by police, who did not attempt to stop the killings.

Several other mob attacks were reported around Freetown but could not be confirmed.

The Kamajor militiamen, members of a secret society of hunters and traditional fighters, wore leather tunics and
carried rusty guns and machetes, setting up checkpoints in the city and carrying out random searches of pedestrians and
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drivers.

Together with ECOMOG, the militia has been given defense duties by Sierra Leone's government, which dissolved
the country's rebellious military earlier this year.

Remnants of that military and their rebel allies who took power for a 10-month period following the May 1997
coup have over the past week launched lightning attacks against loyalist forces throughout the country.

The rebels are widely believed to have killed, maimed and raped thousands of villagers.

Refugees fleeing the fighting have flooded into Freetown and rebels have threatened to attack the capital unless the
government releases their imprisoned leader, Foday Sankoh, who is awaiting an appeal on a death sentence handed
down for treason.

Bockarie, one of the rebels’ top commanders, demanded yesterday that President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah resign or
face a rebel assault on Freetown before New Year.

"Failure of Kabbah to resign, and we will start bombarding Freetown and will not stop until victory is won,"
Bockarie said.

That was a change from a day earlier when Bockarie demanded only talks and Sankoh's release.
By late Friday, a British-led evacuation had airlifted about 100 foreigners, mostly Britons.

The US Embassy was expected to close soon, although only a handful of staff were in the country and most
Americans have been advised to stay out of Sierra Leone for security reasons since 1997.

GRAPHIC: Evacuees from Freetown, Sierra Leone, boarded a connecting flight Friday afternoon in Dakar, Senegal, en
route to London. / AP PHOTO

LOAD-DATE: December 30, 1998
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

Murders, Tortures and Crimes Against Citizens Go
Unfettered in Sierra Leone

By Richard Dicker, director of the International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch, published in
Earth Times Daily Web Edition

Kaima, an eleven year old girl, described to Human Rights Watch how she
and two of her friends were taken away by the Revolutionary United Front
guerillas in Sierra Leone. She and her friends each had both hands

hacked off -- as part of a strategy by the rebels to terrorize the local
population. Rebel forces in Sierra Leone systematically murdered,
mutilated and raped civilians during their efforts to capture Freetown
early this year. The rebels carried out large numbers of pre-meditated
mutilations of civilians, in particular the amputation of arms, hands,

legs and other parts of the body.

The victims of crimes against humanity in Sierra Leone have no
international tribunal to look to for justice for the murder, torture

and mutilation there. The plight of the juvenile amputees underscores
the humanitarian imperative in the early establishment of the permanent
International Criminal Court agreed to in Rome last summer. One year
after the completion of the treaty creating the ICC, eighty-three

states, including all of the United States's closest allies, have

committed themselves to supporting the Court.

The groundwork for ratification of the treaty is being laid at regional
conferences of states and nongovernmental partners from southern Africa

to the Caribbean. Resolutions from the European Parliament, the Council

of Europe, the Commonwealth Law Ministers and other parliamentarians are
infusing the momentum with a sense of inevitability. With sufficient

political will, the establishment of the ICC is now a matter of time.

Last week, negotiators resumed work at UN headquarters on the Court's
rules of procedure and evidence, along with the elements for proving war
crimes. The meeting room, packed as never before with delegates from
around the world, generated an almost palpable sense of expectation that
the Court was coming to life and its birth was likely to be quite a bit
sooner than anyone had expected. It is quite a distance from this time
last year when the US insisted on a weakened Court and then threatened
to kill the Court when its views were not accepted.

While the ill-conceived threats of active US opposition to the ICC have

not chilled enthusiasm among the states supporting the Court,
unfortunately, Washington is still seeking to eviscerate the Court

http://hrw.org/english/docs/1999/08/11/sierral 2798 txt.htm 25/04/2007
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Sierra Leone rebels declare
offensive

Want to see their ieader freed

January 8, 1999
Waeb posted at: 10:43 a.m. EST (1543 GMT)

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (CNN) -- A leader of the rebel movement )
that seized control of key parts of the capital Freetown said Friday he

had ordered a general offensive, despite a cease-fire announcement a

day earlier by President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah.

Sam Bockarie, described as deputy leader of the Revolutionary United
Front, said he ordered the offensive against the Nigerian-led West
African intervention force in the capital, and the Nigerian military base
at Freetown's nearby Lungi airport.

"I have given orders to our men to launch a general offensive on
Freetown, an offensive on Lungi," Bockarie said. "There is no question
of a cease-fire."

Kabbah said on Thursday that the main rebel leader, Foday Sankoh,
had agreed to a week-long cease-fire. But Bockarie rejected that
statement on Friday, saying he first wanted to talk to Sankoh.

"Let us have access to him, let us talk to him, let's see face to face and
see that he is mentally and physically fit. And we'll see what's next to
be done," Bockarie said in an interview with British radio.

He also made a new demand, saying the rebels wanted a caretaker
government that would be "broad-based and will organize fresh
elections."

The rebels have previously said they will only stop fighting once
Sankoh has been freed from prison. He was sentenced to death last year
on charges of high treason for his involvement in the coup against
Kabbah by a military junta in 1997.

Kabbah said Thursday he was willing to free Sankoh, should the rebels
adhere to a seven-day cease-fire and mediation talks on the future of

25/04/2007
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A woman receives psychological and medical treatment in a clinic to assist rape
victims in Freetown. in January 1999, she was gang-raped by seven revels in her
village in northern Slerra Leone. After raping her, the rebels tied her down and
placed burning charcoal on her body. (c) 1999 Corinne Dufka/Human Rights
Watch
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“WE’LL KILL YOU IF YOU CRY”
SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN THE SIERRA LEONE CONFLICT

| was captured together with my
husband, my three young children
and other civilians as we were fleeing
from the RUF when they entered
Jaiwell. Two rebels asked to have
sex with me but when | refused, they
beat me with the butt of their guns.
My legs were brulsed and | lost my
three front teeth. Then the two rebels
raped me in front of my children

and other civillans. Many other
women were raped in public places. |
also heard of a woman from Kalu
village near Jaiweii being raped only
one week after having given birth.
The RUF stayed In Jalwell village for
four months and | was raped by three
other wicked rebels throughout this
period.

-Testimony to Human Rights Watch
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I. SUMMARY

Throughout the armed conflict in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2001, thousands of women and girls of all ages,
ethnic groups, and socioeconomic classes were subjected to widespread and systematic sexual violence, including
individual and gang rape, and rape with objects such as weapons, firewood, umbrellas, and pestles. Rape was
perpetrated by both sides, but mostly by the rebel forces. These crimes of sexual violence were generally
characterized by extraordinary brutality and frequently preceded or followed by other egregious human rights
abuses against the victim, her family, and her community. Although the rebels raped indiscriminately irrespective
of age, they targeted young women and girls whom they thought were virgins. Many of these younger victims did
not survive these crimes of sexual violence. Adult women were also raped so violently that they sometimes bled
to death or suffered from tearing in the genital area, causing long-term incontinence and severe infections. Many
victims who were pregnant at the time of rape miscarried as a result of the sexual violence they were subjected to,
and numerous women had their babies torn out of their uterus as rebels placed bets on the sex of the unborn child.

Thousands of women and girls were abducted by the rebels and subjected to sexual slavery, forced to
become the sex slaves of their rebel “husbands.” Abducted women and girls who were assigned “husbands”
remained vulnerable to sexual violence by other rebels. Many survivors were kept with the rebel forces for long
periods and gave birth to children fathered by rebels. Some abducted women and girls were forcibly conscripted
into the fighting forces and given military training, but even within the rebel forces, women still held much lower
status and both conscripted and volunteer female combatants were assigned “husbands.” For civilian abductees,
aside from sexual violence their brutal life with the rebels included being made to perform forced labor, such as
cooking, washing, carrying ammunition and looted items, as well as farm work. Combatants within the rebel
forces had considerable latitude to do what they wanted to abducted civilians, who were often severely punished
for offenses as minor as spilling water on a commander’s shoes. Escape for these women and girls was often
extremely difficult: In many instances, the women and girls, intimidated by their captors and the circumstances,
felt powerless to escape their life of sexual slavery, and were advised by other female captives to tolerate the
abuses, “as it was war.” The rebels sometimes made escape more difficult by deliberately carving the name of
their faction onto the chests of abducted women and girls. If these marked women and girls were caught by pro-
government forces, they would be suspected of being rebels, and often killed. Even though many women did
manage to escape, some escaped from one rebel faction or unit only to be captured by another. An unknown
number of women and girls still remain with their rebel “husbands,” although the war was declared over on
January 18, 2002.

The main perpetrators of sexual violence, including sexual slavery, were the rebel forces of the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and the West Side Boys, a
splinter group of the AFRC. Human Rights Watch has documented over three hundred cases of sexual violence
by the rebels; countless more have never been documented. From the launch of their rebellion from Liberia in
March 1991, which triggered the war, the RUF perpetrated widespread and systematic sexual violence. Its
ideology of salvaging Sierra Leone from the corrupt All People’s Congress (APC) regime quickly degenerated
into a campaign of violence whose principal aim was to gain access to the country’s abundant diamond mines.
The AFRC, which consisted of disaffected soldiers from the Sierra Leone Army (SLA) who in May 1997
overthrew the elected government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, were also responsible for subjecting
thousands of women and girls to sexual violence, including sexual slavery. After the signing of the peace
agreement in Lomé, Togo, in July 1999, sexual violence, including sexual slavery, continued unabated in RUF-
controlled areas and was also perpetrated by the West Side Boys, who operated outside of the capital, Freetown.
The human rights situation worsened after the May 2000 crisis when fighting broke out again, until relative peace
was re-established, with U.N. and British assistance, by mid-2001. The prevalence of sexual violence peaked
during active military operations and when the rebels were on patrol. Even in times of relative peace, however,
sexual violence continued to be committed against the thousands of women and girls who were abducted and
subjected to sexual slavery by the rebels. No region of Sierra Leone was spared.

Human Rights Watch has documented only a limited number of cases of sexual violence by pro-government
forces, the Sierra Leone Army (SLA) and the militia known as Civil Defense Forces (CDF), the latter consisting

Human Rights Watch 3 January 2002, Vol. 15,No. 1 (A)
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of groups of traditional hunters and young men who were called upon by the government to defend their native
areas. Human Rights Watch has not documented any cases of sexual violence by the SLA prior to 1997. This may
in part be due to the fact that survivors would have often found it difficult to distinguish between rebel and

several cases of rape by the largest and most powerful CDF group, the Kamajors, who operate predominantly in
the south and east.

Human Rights Watch has documented several cases of sexual violence by peacekeepers with the United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), including the rape of a twelve-year-old girl in Bo by a soldier of

@ Two important transitiona] Justice mechanisms, the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) and the Truth and

@ Reconciliation Commissijon (TRC) have been established with U.N. assistance and are tasked with investigating

the human rights abuses, including sexual violence and sexual slavery, committed by all parties during the war.

Both bodies were operational by the third quarter of 2002, The SCSL, a hybrid national and intemational court, is

mandated by the U.N. Security Council to try “persons who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations

of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law” committed in the Sierra Leonean conflict since

November 30, 1996. As the SCSL s likely to try only a very limited number of persons, due to funding

constraints, a clear and comprehensive prosecutorial strategy is essential, with a strong affirmation that gender-

related crimes will be thoroughly and competently investigated and rigorously prosecuted as crimes against

humanity or war crimes. The TRC, provided for under the 1999 Lomé Peace Agreement partially to offset the

controversial amnesty it also included, has the mandate to establish an impartial historica) record of violations and

abuses of human rights and international humanitarian law from the outset of the war in 1991, promote

reconciliation, and make recommendations aimed at preventing a repetition of the violations committed. The final

report on the findings of the TRC should highlight the crimes of sexual violence committed throughout the entire

country during the armed conflict and make recommendations to strengthen the promotion and protection of
women’s human rights.

Human Rights Watch 4 January 2002, Vol. 15,No. 1 (A)
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reinstated. Over the succeeding months ECOMOG forces were able to establish control over roughly two-thirds
of the country, including all regional capitals: as of mid-1998, the ECOMOG contingent in Sierra Leone was
composed of approximately 12,500 troops, predominantly Nigerian with support battalions from Guinea, Gambia,
Ghana and Niger."” Sankoh was transferred to Sierra Leone from Nigeria and incarcerated in July 1998. In
October 1998, the Supreme Court of Sierra Leone tried and sentenced Sankoh to death for his role in the 1997
coup.

Once expelled from Freetown, the AFCR/RUF rebels tried to consolidate their own positions in other parts of
the country. The Kabbah government, which had negligible forces of its own, had to rely on ECOMOG to stay in
power. Through a series of offensives, the RUF/AFRC managed to gain control of the diamond-rich Kono district
and several other strategic towns and areas. By late 1998, the rebels had gained the upper hand militarily and were
in control of over half of the country, including all the mineral-rich areas. From this position, the RUF/AFRC
launched a major offensive on Freetown in January 1999.

The battle for Freetown and ensuing three-week rebel occupation of the capital were characterized by the
systematic and widespread perpetration of a wide range of abuses against the civilian population, and marked the
most intensive and concentrated period of human rights abuses and international humanitarian law violations in
Sierra Leone’s ten-year civil war. At least five thousand civilians were killed and one hundred civilians had limbs @
amputated, including twenty-six double arm amputations. Thousands of women and girls, including girls as young
as eight, were raped and subjected to other forms of sexual violence. In addition, the rebels used civilians as
human shields, both while advancing towards ECOMOG positions and as a defense against ECOMOG air power.
They also burnt whole neighborhoods, often with the residents in their houses.

Government and the Nigerian-led ECOMOG forces also committed serious human rights abuses, thoughon a
lesser scale, including over 180 summary executions of rebels and their suspected collaborators. Prisoners taken
by ECOMOG, some of who had surrendered and many of whom were wounded, were executed on the spot often
with little or no effort to establish their guilt or innocence. Officers to the level of captain were present and
participated in the executions. ECOWAS officials have yet to initiate a formal investigation into these killings.

As the RUF/AFRC were driven out of Freetown in February 1999, they abducted thousands of civilians, who
were used to carry looted goods and ammunition, forcibly conscripted into fighting or used for forced labor.
Thousands of girls and women were used as sex slaves by the rebels and forced to “marry” rebel husbands. As
they moved eastward, the rebels continued to commit egregious human rights abuses, including killings and
amputations, particularly in the villages around the towns of Masiaka, Lunsar, and Port Loko."

In the months following the January invasion, and as a result of intense international pressure, Kabbah's
government and RUF rebels signed a ceasefire agreement on May 18, 1999," followed by a peace agreement in
Lomé, Togo, on July 7, 1999.° Sankoh was released from prison by the Sierra Leonean government to participate @
in the peace negotiations. The accord, brokered by the U.N., the Organization of African Unity (OAU), and
ECOWAS, committed the RUF/AFRC to lay down its arms in exchange for representation in a new government.
Sankoh was given the chairmanship of the board of the Commission for the Management of Strategic Resources,
National Reconstruction and Development (CMRRD) and the status of vice-president.“ Johnny Paul Koroma was
made the chairman of the Commission for the Consolidation of Peace (CCP), provided for under Article 6 of the
peace agreement.?

"7 See Human Rights Watch, “Sowing Terror: Atrocities against Civilians in Sicrra Leone,” A Human Rights Watch Short
Report, Vol.10, No. 3 (A), July 1998.

'8 See Human Rights Watch/Africa, “Getting Away with Murder, Mutilation and Rape,” for a comprehensive report on the
January 1999 invasion.

1% See the annex to U.N. Security Council report, $/1999/585, May 18, 1999.

2 Lomé Peace Agreement at http:/sicrra-leone.org/lomeaccord.html.

3 Anticle 5 (2) of the Lomé Peace Agreement.

2 The RUF delegation to the peace talks in Lomé included members of the AFRC who were also appointed as ministers as
part of the agreement to share power.

Human Rights Watch 12 January 2002, Vol. 15,No. 1 (A)




of the state of emergency, the government charged Sankoh, and the other RUF and West Side Boys members held
in custody since May 2000, with a number of crimes, including murder and related charges. The resettlement of
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and returnees from Guinea and Liberia was ongoing as of the writing of this
report. By July 2002, approximately 250,000 refugees and IDPs had been resettied. The RUF transformed itself

In the elections, President Kabbah’s SLPP was re-elected for a second term and faced the challenge of
rebuilding the country and its economy. After a decade of war, Sierra Leone ranks last out of 162 countries in
terms of life expectancy at birth; adult literacy; combined enrolment in primary, secondary and tertiary education;
and GDP per capita, ! Fifty-seven percent of Sierra Leone’s population struggles to survive on only U.S. $] per
day.” Unemployment s rampant and the current economy is driven by the presence of UNAMSIL and other
international organizations, Investors who could create desperately needed Jobs remain cautious given the rampant
corruption that permeates al] levels of Sierra Leonean society and their concerns about regional security.

Women and Girls under Sierra Leonean Law

The Sierra Leonean Legal system
Three systems of law—general, Customary, and Islamic—co-exist in Sierra Leone.

General Law

Only a small number of women, primarily those who reside in the Western Area (where Freetown s located)
and women with sufficient funds, have access to the formal court system. As many general law provisjons have
not been updated since colonial days, th i
better than that provided under customary or Islamjc law,

Customary Law

Customary law is defined by the 1991 constitution as “the rules of law by which customs are applicable to
Particular communities in Sierra Leone.™* Although there are sixteen ethnic groups in Sierra Leone, a general
treatment of customary law s Justified, as there are many fundamenta] similarities between the customary laws of

*' United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Report 2001 Making New Technologies Work
{?r Human Development (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 141-144.

Ibid., p. 151.
 An itinerant judge covers the High Court in both Bo and Kenema.
* The Constitution of Sierra Leone (1991), Chapter XII - The Laws of Sierra Leone, Section 17¢ (3). See http://www sierra-
leone.org/constitution-xii.html.

Human Rights Watch 15 January 2002, Vol 15,No. 1 (A)
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these ethnic groups.”® Customary law has not been written down or codified and is only applied by the local
courts. *® These courts operate in the provinces and not in the Western Area, which is historically where the Krio
and the British colonizers settied. A chairman presides over the local courts with the assistance of chiefdom
councilors who are knowledgeable in customary law. The chairmen in theory should be independent from the
paramount chiefs who used to preside over the local courts before reforms were introduced both prior to and after
independence.”’ Customary law officers who are trained lawyers are supposed to review decisions of local courts
and provide training to the personnel of local courts. The government Law Officers’ Department, however,
remains chronically understaffed, and few of the customary law officers’ posts are filled.

As the majority of Sierra Leoneans live in the provinces, customary law governs at least 65 percent of the
population in relation to issues not reserved by statute to the magistrates courts or High Court. In practice, issues
that should be dealt with in the magistrates courts and High Court are also dealt with under customary law. In
addition to problems accessing the formal court system, rural Sierra Leoneans, in particular, have historically
always preferred to administer justice amongst themselves to ensure that good community relations are
maintained in villages where the other residents are invariably relatives by marriage or descent, rather than
turning to outsiders.

Although customary law is not applied in the formal court system, it is recognized and there is some Q
interaction between the two systems. There is the right of appeal from the local courts to the District Appeal
Court, where a magistrate sits with two assessors who are chiefdom councilors from the given area of the local
court and are knowledgeable about the customary law in their respective areas.’® The assessors advise the
magistrate on questions of customary law, with the decision remaining with the magistrate. Likewise, a decision
of the District Appeal Court can be appealed to the High Court, with the High Court judge being advised by
assessors with expertise in customary law.”

Islamic Law

Islamic law has been recognized by statute in Sierra Leone in relation to marriage, divorce, and inheritance
among Muslims.*® Otherwise, Islamic law, if applicable at all, is considered part of customary law. In this report,
Islamic law is therefore treated as part of customary law except when referring to the specific areas dealt with by
the Mohammedan Marriage Act, and cases involving Islamic law are heard by the local courts. Criminal sharia
law is not applicable in Sierra Leone.

Constitutional Status of Women

In theory, Sierra Leonean women are granted equal rights to men under the 1991 constitution, which
provides as one of the “fundamental principles of state policy” that the state “... [s]hall discourage discrimination
on the grounds of place of origin, circumstances of birth, sex, religion,....”*' The equal rights of women are again
underscored in the human rights chapter of the constitution.”” Under Section 27 of the constitution, however, g

** H. M. Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law (Freetown: Atlantic Printers Ltd., 1983), p. 6.

3 See 1963 Local Courts Act.

7 Richards, Fighting for the Rainforest, p. 46.

38 Section 29 (1) of the 1963 Local Courts Act and Section 76 of the 1965 Courts Act.

* Section 31 (1) of the 1963 Local Courts Act.

* The Mohammedan Marriage Act (Cap. 96 of the revised laws of Sierra Leone, 1960) deals with marriage, divorce, and
intestate succession. Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law, p. 20. Intestate successions occur when the deceased
did not leave a will.

*' The Constitution of Sierra Leone (1991), Chapter II — Fundamental Principles of State Policy, Section 6 (2). See
http://www sierra-leone.org/constitution-ii.html. Under Section 8 (2) (a), *“... [e]very citizen shall have equality of rights,
obligations, and opportunities before the law....” and specific safeguards of equality before the law in terms of health care,
employment and education are provided under Section 8 (3) (d), Section 8 (3) (a), (c), (¢) and Section 9 (1) (a), (b) and (2)
respectively.

“? Ibid., Chapter III - The Recognition and Protection of Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms of the Individual, Section
15. See http://www.sierra-leone.org/constitution-iii.html. Section 15 provides that “every person in Sierra Leone is entitled to
the fundamental human rights and freedoms of the individual, that is to say, has the right, whatever his race, tribe, place of
origin, political opinion, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public
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discrimination is permitted, inter alia, under laws dealing with “adoption, marriage, divorce, burial, devolution of
property on death or other interests of personal law,” which have direct bearing on the rights of women, as well as
under customary law.* This important contradiction in the constitution—similar tg that in many African

the fact that legislation provides that general law should prevail over Customary law when customary law s
“repugnant to statute or natural justice, equity, and good conscience, "

interest, to each and all of the following—(a) life, liberty, security of person, the enjoyment of property, and the protection of
law; (b) freedom of conscience, of expression and of assembly and association, (c) respect for private and family life, and (@)
protection from deprivation of property without compensation.”

o Ibid., Section 27. Subsection 27 (1) provides that “Subject to the provisions of subsections (4), (5), and (7), no law shall
@ ) make provision which is discriminatory either of itself or in its effect.” Under Subsection 4, however, the protection provided
@ under Subsection | does not apply “... (d) with respect to adoption, marriage, divorce, burial, devolution of property on death

Leoneans. According to Dr. Tucker, former Chairperson of President’s Kabbah’s Advisory Committee, the original intent of
Section 27 was “to preserve certain areas of segregation which are embedded in traditional practices and are generally
acceptable to both sexes, such as the segregation between male and female secret societies, What was taken up in the
constitution was more extensjve than what was intended.” Human Rights Watch interview with Dr. Tucker (Consultant on
the Law Development Program funded by the U.K.’s Department for International Development (DFID)), Freetown, April
25, 2002.

*“ Section 2 of the 1963 Local Courts Act and Section 76 of the 1965 Courts Act.

4 Marriages under the general law are governed, inrer alia, by the Christian Marriage Act, (Cap. 95), the Civil Marriage Act
(Cap. 97), and the Matrimonial Causes Act (Cap. 102).

“ Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Famity Law, p. 98. Under Customary law, a Sierra Leonean woman is always under
the guardianship of a male relative.

7 UNDP, Human Development Report 2001, p. 157. This figure is based on births recorded for 1995.2000.

** Consent is a very relative term, as girls generally will find it very difficult to disobey their parents’ wishes, which can

Human Rights Watch 17 January 2002, Vol. 15No. 1 (A)




14533
o~

Under Islamic law, a male or female dependant can be given in marriage against his or her will, and the legal
guardian of an adult woman has the right to object to her choice of husband if the prospective husband is not of
equal birth.*’ Under customary law, a dowry is usually paid to the wife’s family. Under Islamic law, the dowry is
paid to the bride, although the contract is concluded with the legal guardian of the bride-to-be.”

Under customary law, a wife can only refuse to have sexual intercourse with her husband if she is physically
ill, menstruating or suckling a young child. She can also refuse intercourse during the daytime, in the bush or
during Ramadan.

Under customary law, a wife’s decision-making powers are limited since she is obliged to always obey her
husband. This lack of decision-making power means that women in families where the breadwinner is the man
find it very difficult to influence decisions on how the (generally) little income that the family makes is disbursed.
Under customary law, a married woman must ask her husband for permission to work outside the house or visit
her family. In families where the woman has been given permission to work outside the house and is the
breadwinner, it seems that the added responsibility has not necessarily come with increased decision-making
power.

A wife, especially in rural communities, is expected to cultivate food for herself and her children, whilst the @
husband’s responsibility is limited to providing accommodation and clothing.”® A wife residing in an urban area

is generally given a lump sum of money by her husband to start a small business, usually petty trading. If the
business fails, the wife must refund the capital to her husband. Given the heavy work burden on women, however,
there is little opportunity for women to seek remunerated work outside the house.

Divorce and Death of Husband

Under customary law, both parties can bring divorce proceedings either extrajudicially or judicially before a
local court, but in practice women are §enerally not as free to do so as men.’? Only the husband has the right to
divorce through unilateral repudiation. * A wife married under customary or Islamic law may, however, seck
dissolution of marriage on grounds of impotence of the husband, for example.*

Under customary law, the dowry is refundable upon divorce. Dowries paid to poor families are sometimes
set purposely excessively high to ensure that the wife’s family will not sanction a divorce given their inability to
repay the dowry, again highlighting how little control women married under customary law have over their
lives.”® Under general law, a husband is expected to pay alimony for his wife and children on divorce, which both
parties may initiate.*®

When a husband dies, the widow is expected under customary law to undergo a mourning period and
rituals.”” It is only after these rituals that widows are considered purified and can remarry. Some ethnic groups

e Joseph Schacht, An Introduction to Islamic Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965), pp. 161-2.

% Schacht, Introduction to Islamic Law, p. 161.

5! Full maintenance of his wife is only the responsibility of the husband during the rainy season (approximately between the

months of May and November) or when his wife is sick or nursing a baby. Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law,
. 106-7.

B Judicial divorces are rare as they are more expensive. lbid., pp. 146-149.

5 Ibid., pp. 143-4.

34 Schacht, Introduction to Islamic Law, p. 165.

55 Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law, p. 79. Strict tribal Muslims do not require that the dowry be repaid on

divorce.

5 Christian Marriage Act, Cap. 95 of the revised Law of Sierra Leone, 1960, s. 7 (2), s. 15 (1) (b), and s. 5 respectively.

57 A widow must mourn for forty days. Her head is shaved or, in some chiefdoms, disheveled and her body is washed with

the same water used to wash her husband’s corpse. In some chiefdoms her body is smeared with mud to indicate her

mourning. After either one week or forty days for strict Muslims, widows are taken to a stream to be ceremonially washed.
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still insist that if the widow remarries, she does so within her deceased husband’s family, otherwise all marriage
payments are refundable,*®

As Sierra Leone is a patrilineal society and the husband has custodial rights over children, children are
handed over to the husband’s family head upon his death Under Islamic law, the mother has the right to care for
a boy child until the age of nine and a girl child until she comes of age.%

not made a will.

This denial of inheritance rights of women is a major problem given the large number of war widows who
are now able to return to their villages of origin, but have no access to land.

Domestic Violence

Societal attitudes to domestic violence are another indicator of the status of women and girls in society;
physical violence against women and children is common in Sierra Leone. Indeed, under customary law, a
husband has the right to “reasonably chastise his wife by physical force.”? If the husband is persistently cruel and
frequently beats his wife to the point of wounding her or causing her great pain, the wife can divorce her husband,
but under customary law a single act of physical and brutal force is permitted. A population-based assessment of
war-related sexual violence in Sierra Leone carried out by Physicians for Human Rights among 991 female-
headed households in camps for displaced people found that, although 80 percent of women surveyed expressed
that there should be legal protections for the rights of women, more than 60 percent of the women believed that a
husband had the right to beat his wife 5

Rape as a Crime under General Law

The laws governing rape in Sierra Leone are very confusing even for persons working in the criminal Jjustice
System, such as members of the Judiciary and police force. They are also archaic and date back to the British 1861
Offences Against the Person Act, Under this Act, rape is defined as “the unlawful carnal knowledge of a woman
without her consent by force, fear or fraud.™* Penetration (however slight) is required to constitute the crime of

*If the couple was married under general law, the custody of the children is often determined by the courts, which generally
5,“‘“‘ the mother custody of the children,

Schacht, Introduction to Islamic Law, p. 167. In practice, the mother and children will stay with whomever has the money
to provide for them.

As customary marriages are generally polygynous, a divorce with one of the wives would result in the dissolution of the
whole household if she were to ask for a refund for her contribution to building the house, Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Family
Customary Law , pp. 113-120.

%2 Mohammedan Marriage Act, Cap. 96 of the revised laws of Sierra Leone, 1960, 5. 9,
 Joko Smart, Sierra Leone F. amily Customary Law, p. 152.
* Physicians for Human Rights, War-related Sexual Violence in Sierra Leone: 4 Population-based Assessment (Boston:

® Offences Against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. ¢ 100), s. 63, Unlawful camal knowledge refers to sexual
intercourse between unmarried persons. The law does not actually forbid or make sexual intercourse between unmarried
persons a punishable crime, but it only recognizes the right to sexual intercourse for married couples.

Ibid.
% Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act (1926), Cap. 31 of the revised Laws of Sierra Leone 1960, s. 2.
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unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl between thirteen and fourteen years of age. The law is unclear about unlawful
camal knowledge committed against persons aged between fourteen and sixteen, although the few cases involving
this age group that have gone to trial have reportedly been prosecuted as rape.*

Nor is the age of consent explicitly stated, although it is presumably by necessary implication sixteen years
old. Marital rape does not exist under Sierra Leonean statutory law, and most Sierra Leoneans firmly believe that
it is the duty of a wife to have sex with her husband even if she does not want to.*

Unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl under the age of thirteen, whether with or without her consent, is a
felony and carries a maximum sentence of fifteen years of imprisonment.” Unlawful carnal knowledge of a girl
between the ages of thirteen and fourteen, whether with or without her consent, is, however, only considered a
misdemeanor and carries a maximum sentence of two years.’' The language “with or without her consent” refers
only to cases of unlawful camal knowledge that do not constitute rape; for example, an eighteen-year-old man
who has sexual intercourse with a thirteen-year-old girl with her consent.

The police and judiciary seem to have misconstrued the meaning of the law. When an offence of rape against
a girl under the age of fourteen is reported, the police and judiciary turn to either Section 6 or 7—depending on
the age of the victim—of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act and determine that the girl did not consent.
Based on her age, they then charge unlawful carnal knowledge and not rape. This misinterpretation therefore leads
to a lesser charge for the rape of a child than for the rape of an adult.”

Rape of a person over the age of sixteen is considered a felony and carries a maximum sentence of life
imprisonment.” Indecent assault—sexual assault without penetration—on or attempts to have carnal knowledge
of girls under the age of fourteen years carry the same maximum sentence as unlawful carnal knowledge of girls
between the age of thirteen and fourteen i.c. only two years of imprisonment.” No person can be convicted of
unlawful carnal knowledge, indecent assault or attempted unlawful carnal knowledge “upon the evidence of one
witness, unless such witness be corroborated in some material particular by evidence implicating the accused.””

The law pertaining to the abduction of girls for immoral purposes applies to any unmarried girls under the
age of sixteen.”® Abduction of girls for immoral purposes is a misdemeanor, carrying a maximum sentence of two
years of imprisonment.

In addition to the legal confusion that exists in general law concerning rape, attempts by women to obtain the
prosecution of rapists are frustrated by the collapsed state of the judiciary and the lack of effective law
enforcement, which has contributed to the ongoing climate of impunity for offenders.

*® Human Rights Watch interviews with Abdul Tejan-Cole (human rights lawyer and acting coordinator for the national
nongovernmental organization Campaign for Good Governance), Frectown, February—May, 2002,

% As the right to have intercourse between a husband and wife is recognized, a husband cannot be guilty of raping his wife
unless he has been legally separated from his wife. See also PHR report, p. 55.

7® prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, s. 6.

7! Ibid., 5. 7. If a man were legally married to a girl under fourteen years of age, sexual intercourse with her would not be an
offence.

2 Human Rights Watch interview with Bill Roberts and Anne Hewlett (respectively crime adviser and criminal investigation
trainer with the Commonwealth Community Safety and Security Project), Freetown, May 1, 2002, '
7 Offences against the Person Act, s. 48,

™ Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, s. 9. Section 9 stipulates that “whosoever commits an indecent assault or attempts to
have carnal knowledge shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction before the Supreme Court be liable for
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any period not exceeding two years.” Consent is no defense to a charge of
indecent assault of a child under fourteen years.

” Ibid., 5. 14.

7% 1bid., s. 12. There are alsc problems with the term “unmarried” because abduction of persons should obviously be
prohibited irrespective of their marital status.
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Prosecution of Sexual Violence under Customary Law
The manner in which rape 1s dealt with under Customary law is indicative of the societal values towards

Under customary law, when a case is brought to the local court, the perpetrator is generally required to pay a
substantial fine to the victim’s family as well as to the chiefs. “Virgin money” is payable to the victim’s family if
the victim was a virgin. In some communities, in particular Muslim communities, the victim is forced to marry the
offender, as a girl who is not a virgin is considered less eligible for marriage. Traditionally, in some ethnic groups,

In addition to applying discriminatory laws, the local court system is problematic as women of some ethnic
groups do not have direct access to the local courts, but must be represented by a male guardian.’® The situation is
further exacerbated as the chairmen and chiefdom councilors of the local courts are generally all male, which
makes it difficult for women to bring cases of sexual violence as the women are often embarrassed and their cases
are generally dealt with insensitively by the male court staff. The local courts are also prone to interference by the
chiefs as well as the concerned parties, especially in cases dealing with sexual violence.

Some families turn to the local chiefs who can arbitrate between the two families but have no right to impose
any fines. In practice, however, the local chiefs have been known to impose fines.

Discrimination against Women and Girls in Practice

practice.

Education

Programme’s (UNDP) Gender-Related Development Index, females account for only 2] gberccnt of the combined
primary, secondary and tertiary gross enrolment ratio, compared with 32 percent males.™ This gender disparity
illustrates not only that fewer girls attend school but also that their education is disconti ued at an earlier age than
boys. This is reflected in the literacy rate of persons over fifteen years: only 20 percent of females are literate
compared to 40 percent of males. !

" Under Section 13 (1) of the 1963 Local Courts Act, the local courts have no jurisdiction in seduction actions, which
includes any act intended to lead the wife astray. Joko Smant, Sierrg Leone Family Customary Law, footnote 34,p. 121.

’® Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law, p. 5.

” Human Rights Watch interview with Dr. Mariane Ferme (Lecturer, Department of Social Anthropology, Cambridge
University, UK.), F reetown, April 19, 2002.

% UNDP, Human Development Report 2001, p. 213.

™ Government of Sierra Leone, The Status of Women and Children in Sierra Leone: A Household Survey Report (MICS-2)
(Freetown: 2000), p. 30. The literate population includes those who are able to read “easily” or “with difficulty.” Only 30
percent of the total population over fifteen years is literate.
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The high illiteracy rate among women can in part be explained by the higher demand for female labor in the
family. Girls are required to work in the house at an early age given that their mothers have to take care of the
household and the children and do farm work. Another contributing factor to women’s illiteracy is the harmful
traditional practice of early forced marriage, which is very common in the provinces (see below).

The Workplace

Sierra Leone has ratified numerous international labor conventions.*” Some discriminatory practices, such as
restricting the right to maternity leave to married women, which was the norm in the formal sector in the 1970s,
have been prohibited by law. Extremely poor working conditions, however, persist in Sierra Leone for the
majority of workers. In addition, women working for male bosses continue to be subjected to sexual harassment.
According to the president of the Sierra Leone Labour Congress, the trade union federation, much work remains
to be done to ensure the full and even application of the labor laws, especially in the provinces.®

Sierra Leone’s rural population is primarily engaged in subsistence farming, with women constituting 80
percent of the labor that produces 70 percent of the nation’s food.* This agricultural labor is generally not
remunerated by cash wages and women have unequal access to land or technology. In Sierra Leone, the different
ethnic groups continue to operate under communal and family land holding systems. Women can use the land for
subsistence farming but the control and management of the land and any property on it is vested in the male head
of the family. With the post-war resettlement process underway, war widows returning to their villages of origin
often lack the legal means or community support to reclaim their families’ properties. As women have little or no
property to offer as collateral, their access to credit is limited. Women therefore tend to rely on traditional sources
of credit such as rotating savings, which only provide small loans.*

Due to the limited number of educated women, which is partly the result of the high demand for girls to
perform household tasks at a young age, the preference of sending boys to school, and early forced marriages, few
women are represented in the better remunerated professional or managerial jobs. Sierra Leone’s crushing poverty
and high unemployment have also meant that positions that in the West are perceived as women’s jobs are often
held by men in Sierra Leone, leaving even fewer openings for women. In the formal employment sector, women
therefore constitute only 40 percent of the clerical staff and a mere 8 percent of the administrative and managerial
cadre.® In the informal sector outside agriculture, where the cash returns are low, women are mainly involved in
petty trading, soap making and tie-dying. Given the lack of opportunities for remunerated work, women tend to be
heavily dependent on their husbands.

The breakdown of community values as the result of the war, combined with cultural practices, also serves to
make girls and women vulnerable to abuse and sexual exploitation, which has historically been rampant in Sierra

 Multilateral Convention (no. 29) concerning Forced or Compulsory Labor, as modified by the Final Articles Revision
Convention, June 28, 1930, 39 U.N.T.S. 55 (entered into force May 28, 1947); Multilateral Convention (no. 105) concerning
the Abolition of Forced Labor, June 25, 1957, 320 U.N.T.S. 291 (entered into force January 17, 1959); Multilateral
Convention (no. 100) concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value, June 29,
1951, 165 U.N.T.S. 303 (entered into force May 23, 1953); Multilateral Convention (no. 111) concerning Discrimination in
Respect of Employment and Occupation, June 25, 1958, 362 UN.T.S. 31 (entered into force June 15, 1960). Sierra Leone
has not signed Convention 47 (40 hour week), Multilateral Convention (No. 95) concering the Protection of Wages, July 1,
1949 (entered into force September 24, 1952), Multilateral Convention (No. 102) concerning Minimum Standards of Social
Security, June 28, 1952, 210 U.N.T.S. 131 (entered into force April 27, 1955) or Multilateral Convention (No. 182)
concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labor, although a social security system for both the public and private sector was
recently established.

 Human Rights Watch interview with Uriah O. H. Davies, president of the Sierra Leone Labour Congress, Freetown, April
14, 2002.

# Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs, National Policy on the Advancement of Women (Freetown:
Government of Sierra Leone, 2000), p. 7.

% Ibid., p. 15. Rotating schemes are schemes whereby groups of women pool their resources and each member of the group
has access to the funds on a rotating basis.

86 Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs, National Policy on Gender Mainstreaming (Freetown:
Government of Sierra Leone), p. 3.
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Leone.” Many women and girls have been driven to prostitution as a result of the increased poverty caused by the
conflict and their lack of other opportunities and skills.

In the Political Arena

Discrimination against women is evident in the political arena. Women were not granted the right to vote or
stand for election for any political office until after independence in 1961. Given their economic dependence on
men, it is also much more difficult for women to raise the necessary campaign funds. In the Northern Province,
women continue to be excluded from contesting and voting for the elections for traditional leadership positions
(although there are reportedly several female chiefdom councilors).®® Out of the 149 paramount chiefs in the
country, only three are female, all based in the south.

Harmful Traditional Practices and Their Impact on Women'’s and Girls’ Health

Early forced marriages

The health of many women and girls in Sierra Leone is compromised by early forced marriage.” Early
forced marriages are very common in the provinces, where men often sponsor a girl from birth (paying for school
fees, clothes, etc.) and marry her after she has been initiated (see below for an explanation of the initiation
process).

¥ Human Rights Watch interview with a highly respected international observer who has worked in Sierra Leone for two
decades. Freetown, February 27, 2002,
% % Only persons paying tax can contest and participate in elections for paramount chiefs who are elected from ruling houses,
@ The paramount chieflaincy system was introduced by the British Colonial Administration to administer the various
chiefdoms in the Protectorate (i.e. the whole of Sierra Leone excluding the Western Area). Although there is reportedly no
law against women paying taxes, women in the Northern Province have historically not done so probably due to lack of
opportunities to find remunerated work. The tax is a negligible amount that women are willing to pay to ensure their
eligibility for these elections. Human Rights Watch interview with Joseph Hall and Honerin Muyoyatta from the National
Democratic Institute (NDI), Freetown, March 22 and 23, 2002.
¥ The three ministerial posts are Minister for Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs, Minister for Trade and Industry,
and Minister of Health and Sanitation. The three female deputy ministers are in the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and
Children’s Affairs, the Ministry of Trade and Industry, and the Ministry of Works, Housing and Technical Maintenance. The
new government was sworn in on July 12, 2002.
* Early forced marriages are marriages whereby the consent of either party is not sought or more commonly whereby the
consent of the girl is not sought and whereby one or both spouses is/are under the age of consent (which under international
law should not be less than fifteen years of age). This harmful traditional practice contravenes article 16(3) of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which states that the betrothal and marriage
of a child shall have no legal effect, article 16(1) and (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and article 23(3) of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which says that “[nJo marriage shall be entered into
without the free and full consent of the intending spouses.”
*! Government of Sierra Leone, The Status of Women and Children in Sierra Leone, p. 63.
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Female Genital Cutting

Sierra Leonean girls as well as boys are traditionally initiated into secret societies at adolescence. The secret
societies that perform the initiation rites take the adolescents into a sacred place in the bush where they are
circumcised and taught about traditional practices. The male and female societies are segregated and males are not
supposed to know what happens in female secret societies or vice versa.

Traditionally, initiation for girls entailed spending an extended period (up to two years) in the bush with girls
of the same age, being taught various cultural skills (dancing, singing, drama, arts and craft, how to use local
herbs, how to respect elders, etc.) and being a good wife (cooking, cleaning, child welfare, hygiene, fishing, etc.)
by older women. Girls who undergo initiation through the secret societies are treated with deference after having
completed the ritual and are feted by their communities.”? Today, the duration of the initiation ceremony has been
greatly reduced, minimizing the skills transfer aspect, and thus focusing on the cutting itself. Because it was not
always possible to hold the ceremonies during the war, initiation rites are now often practiced on adults, girl
mothers, and pregnant girls—whereas traditionally it was seen as a rite of passage into adulthood for adolescent
girls, who had to be virgins. In recent years, girls and/or adult women who do not wish to be initiated have been
abducted and circumcised by force by female members of the community.

Ninety percent of Sierra Leonean women have undergone female genital cutting, which can have major
health repercussions, including pain, injury to adjacent tissue of the urethra, hemorrhage, shock, acute urine
retention, and infection.”” Longer-term health effects include recurrent urinary tract infections, pelvic infections,
infertility, keloid scar, and problems during childbirth.** The high prevalence of conflict-related sexual violence,
which causes trauma to the genital area, can only have served to aggravate these health repercussions and both
have in turn contributed to the increased spread of sexually transmitted diseases, including Human
Immunodeficieny Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS).

This harmful traditional practice, which is contrary to provisions of several international human rights
instruments, continues to be practiced due to the significant societal pressure exerted by adults as well as peers.”®
Girls who have not been initiated are seen as less eligible for marriage and many future husbands sponsor the
initiation of their bride-to-be.

Societal Attitudes to Sexual Violence against Women and Girls
The low status of women and girls is highlighted by the prevalent societal attitudes towards sexual violence.
The notion of sexual violence as a crime is a very recent concept in Sierra Leone. It is still widely believed that
only rape of a virgin is rape, which in Krio is called “to virginate.” Rape of a non-virgin, on the other hand, is not
considered rape, and there is often a belief that the woman must have consented to the act or is a seductress.
Marital rape is not recognized under either customary or general law in Sierra Leone. g

° Human Rights Watch interview with Dr. Mariane Ferme, (lecturer, Department of Social Anthropology, Cambridge
University, U K.), Freetown, April 19, 2002.

% Dr. Olayinka Koso-Thomas, The Circumcision of Women: 4 Strategy for Eradication (London and New Jersey: Zed Books
Ltd., 1992), p. 19. The type of female genital cutting performed in Sierra Leone is clitoridectomy (removal of the prepuce of
the clitoris) and excision (removal of the prepuce, the clitoris and all or part of the labia minora). The extreme form of
infibulation is not practiced in Sierra Leone.

% U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), Report on the First Donors Meeting For FGM/FGC Elimination
(Washington D.C.: USAID, 2001), p. 12.

% Female genital cutting violates the right to be free from violence (Article 1 of the CEDAW) and the right to bodily integrity
(Atrticle 6 of the CRC). Under Article 5 (a) of the CEDAW, states are called upon “to modify the social and cultural patterns
of conduct of men and women, with a view to achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices
which are based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and
women.” Article 24 (1) and (3) of the CRC also requires states to abolish traditional practices that are harmful to the health of
children. General Recommendation 19 of the CEDAW Committee also links traditional attitudes which subordinate women
and violent practices, including female genital cutting, that “... justify gender-based violence as a form of protection or
control of women.”

Human Rights Watch 24 January 2002, Vol. 15,No. 1 (A)
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Given the lack of statistics about rape cases before the war, it is impossible to establish the historical
prevalence of sexual violence, but several doctors reported to Human Rights Watch that, before the war, they only
treated a limited number of young girls who generally had been raped by older men.* According to the doctors
interviewed, many cases of rape before the war occurred within the extended family and were considered family
matters. They were rarely discussed or reported, in order to ensure that the victim’s chances of marriage and
obtaining a good dowry were not destroyed. Rape was also apparently unlikely to occur within a village
community, where everyone knew each other and the shame attached to the offender would be too great. Rape
outside the extended family was more likely to be committed in environments where there were mixed ethnic
groups, such as in mining areas or larger towns. The cultural definition of rape and lack of reporting, however,
may have led to the understanding that rape rarely occurred before the war. Sexual exploitation, however, has
always been rampant in Sierra Leone, where economic options for women are limited and which has traditionally
condoned a high level of promiscuity, despite the high value placed on virginity. With the increased poverty
caused by the war, sex has become even more of a commodity.”

The societal attitudes to rape and the low status of women have meant that no cases of conflict-related sexual
violence and few cases of non-conflict-related sexual violence are prosecuted.”® (See also below at p. 61 for a
discussion on the amnesty included in the Lomé Peace Agreement.)

V. SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Prevalence of Sexual Violence during the War

Throughout the ten-year civil war, thousands of Sierra Leonean women and girls were subjected to
widespread and systematic sexual violence, including rape and sexual slavery. A survey of 991 female heads of
households in communities of displaced persons carried out by Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) in 2002
found that approximately one of every eight household members (13 percent) had been subjected to one or more
incidents of conflict-related sexual violence; among the actual respondents to the survey, the prevalence rate of
conflict-related sexual violence was 9 percent (94 out of 991).” Based on this prevalence rate, as many as 50,000
to 64,000 internally displaced women may have been subjected to sexual violence as a result of the war.'®
Adding extrapolated data for other types of victim, PHR calculated that as many as 215,000 to 257,000 Sierra

% Human Rights Watch interview with Dr. Olayinka Koso-Thomas, Freetown, February 25, 2002; Dr. Noah Conteh,
Freetown, March 1, 2002 and Dr. Bernard Fraser, Freetown, March 3, 2002. The latter two doctors practiced in the provinces
as well as in Freetown.

”" Sex can be bought for as little as U.S. $0.50. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Save the Children UK.,
Sexual Violence and Exploitation: The Experience of Refugee Children in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone
(Geneva/London: UNHCR/SC-UK: 2002). Human Rights Watch has some concerns about this report as the report does not
provide an adequate review of the context, including the status of women and girls within the given countries. Given the low
status of women and girls in these countries, the sexual exploitation is much wider than reported: the power dynamic means
that men of all walks of life, such as teachers, pastors, police, businessmen as well as aid workers or peacekeepers, exploit
girls and women. It would aiso appear that the short-term solutions proposed do not adequately address the underlying
structural issues, such as poverty, lack of education or alternative means of income generation for many women.

*™ It was not possible to obtain reliable statistics as reporting and recording of cases by the police and judiciary are not
consistent.

% PHR report, p. 2. The PHR report captures some of the different types of sexual violence that women were subjected to. Of
the ninety-four internally displaced women reporting their own experience of sexual violence to PHR, interviewees reported
among other things: rape (89 percent); being forced to undress/stripped of clothing (37 percent); gang rape (33 percent);
abduction (33 percent); molestation (14 percent) and insertion of foreign objects into genital apening or anus (4 percent). It
should be noted that the definition of rape used by the PHR report differs from that used throughout this report. The
definition used in this report, as mentioned above, is that used by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia, in the Foca case. '
'® Ibid., p. 3. As PHR points out this figure might be an underestimate due to deliberate non-disclosure of sexual violence
and the lack of privacy in some of the interviews, despite efforts made to ensure privacy.
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and because they did not want to make eye contact. For example, DT,a twenty-five-year-old Wwoman raped by
four rebels, including one child combatant, said that she would not be able to recognize any of the , a8
she was too afraid to look at them (see below at p- 36).'% A B,a thirty-year.old who was raped by two rebels,

When you are with these people [rebels), you do not ask questiong, | did not even look into their

faces. Many of them rubbed black chalk on their face and when You looked at them would say,
“What are you staring a¢7"103

Y raping women and girls, many of whom they later abducted, Crimes of sexual violence committed
during and following military operations, such ag “Operation No Living Thing” and “Operation Pay Yourself”

Human Rights Watch interview, Foriah, March 6, 2002,

‘" Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, February 9, 2000,
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the January 1999 invasion, Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) and the Sierra Leone chapter of the Forum for
African Women Educationalists (FAWE Sierra Leone), a nongovernmental organization that has been treating
survivors of sexual violence since 1999, provided medical treatment and counseling to 1,862 female survivors of
sexual violence who had been raped and/or abducted during the invasion. According to MSF, 55 percent of these

survivors reported having been gang raped and 200 had become pregnant, '

areas in the south and some key towns, including Bumbuna and Freetown, at different times throughout the war,
women and girls living in these rebel-held arcas were also subjected to sexual violence when the rebels went on
patrol or simply sought to assert their domination over the population. Women and girls in government-controlled
areas also lived in fear of rebel hit-and-run attacks, during which many women and girls were subjected to sexual
violence and abducted. Women and girls residing in Freetown were “spared” until the January 1999 invasion by

seventy-five women and girls who rted having been raped and identified the rapists’ affiliation, only three
said they were raped by SLA soldiers.'® This may in part be due to the fact that Survivors would have often found
it difficult to distinguish between the rebel factions and the SLA. With the “sobe]” phenomenon, the SLA soldiers

Civil Defence Forces (CDF). The CDF movement consists of groups of traditional hunters and young men
organized into militia. They were initially only deployed by the government in their own chiefdoms, in order to
ensure their loyalty and discipline and make the best use of their superior bush knowledge.'”” The government
provided training, weapons and food to the units. The relatively small number of identified cases of sexual

bestowed on them during their initiation ceremonies, These powers are meant to make the fighters invincible and
immortal. During the initiation ceremonies, the fighters are also instructed not to harm civilians, and required to
take an oath to that effect. Thus, it is likely that the pro-government forces did not actually commit sexual
violence on a widespread and Systematic basis; however, the low number of identified cases may also be partially
due to Human Rights Watch’s human resource constraints, faced with the overwhelming number of abuses
committed by the rebel forces, Research on the CDF was mainly conducted in the south where the Kamajors, the

'™ See Human Rights Watch, “Sowing Terror: Atrocities against Civilians in Sierra Leone,” 4 Human Rights Watch Report,
July 1998,

' Human Rights Watch interview with MSF, Freetown, March, 2000.

' PHR report, p. 48. and Table 5 on p. 52. See also Binta Mansaray, “The Invisible Human Rights Abuses in Sierra Leone:
Conflict-related Rape, Sexual Slavery and Other Forms of Sexual Violence,” June 2001, On file with UNAMSIL human
rights section.

'°§The Kamajors operate predominately in the south and east, the Tamaboros in the far north, the Gbettis in the north and the
Donzos in the far east. See also “Background” section,
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largest and most powerful group of the CDF, are based. In recent years, as the Kamajors have been moved away
from their villages of origin and the influence of their traditional chiefs, they have become increasingly
undisciplined and cases of rape by Kamajors have become more common.

Peacekeeping Forces

Human Rights Watch has documented several cases of sexual violence by UNAMSIL peacekeepers,
including the rape of a twelve-year-old girl in Bo by a soldier of the Guinean peacekeeping contingent in March
2001 and the gang rape of a woman by two Ukrainian peacekeepers in April 2002 ncar Kenema (see below).
There appears to be reluctance on the part of UNAMSIL to investigate and take disciplinary measures against the
perpetrators. Reports of rape by ECOMOG peacekeepers, the majority of whom were Nigerian, were rare.

Both ECOMOG and UNAMSIL peacekeepers have sexually exploited women and solicited child prostitutes.
Sexual Violence Committed by the Rebel Forces

“Virgination”—Targeting Young Girls

The rebel forces subjected women and girls of all ages, ethnic groups, and socioeconomic classes to
individual and gang rape. Although the rebel forces raped indiscriminately irrespective of age, the rebels favored
girls and young women whom they believed to be virgins. This was evident not only by their actions, but was also
explicitly stated by them as they chose their victims. As in many countries, Sierra Leonean society places a high
value on virginity. Girls who have been “virginated” and are therefore no longer virgins, are considered less
eligible for marriage. M.B., a fifteen-year-old girl from Freetown, described how RUF/AFRC rebels deliberately
sought out virgins for violation during the January 1999 invasion of Freetown:

We were hiding in the mosque when two rebels dressed in civilian [clothing) entered. It was dark
but they shone their flashlights looking for girls and said, “We are coming for young girls ... for
virgins, even if they tie their heads like old grandmothers, we will find them.” They also said that
if the people did not hand over the young girls, they would open fire on all of us.'®

Some victims explained that female rebels physically checked girls to see whether they were virgins."”
M.W., a thirty-cight-year old nurse who was captured by the RUF/AFRC during the January 1999 invasion of
Freetown and forced to treat wounded rebels and civilians, said that the youngest rape victim she treated was “a
little nine-year-old from Calaba Town [an area of Freetown]. Her perincurn was bleeding and had been badly torn.
Every day we gave her sit baths and she eventually recovered.”'' The consequences of sexual violence for virgins
can be particularly severe as these testimonies highlight, although mature women also reported experiencing
similar consequences.'"!

R.T. was about sixteen when she was brutally raped vaginally and anally by ten RUF rebels in the forest near @
Koidu in Kono district in January 1997. R.T. developed vasico-vaginal fistula (VVF) and vasico-rectal fistula
(VRF) from her brutal gang rape:

1 was hiding in the bush with my parents and two older women when the RUF found our hiding
place. I was the only young woman and the RUF accused me of having an SLA husband. I was
still a virgin. I had only just started my periods and recently gone through secret society. There
were ten rebels, including four child soldiers, armed with two RPGs [rocket propelled grenades]
and AK-47s. The rebels did not use their real names and wore ski masks so only their eyes were

'% Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, May 1, 1999.

' 1t should be noted that virginity can not be medically proven.

"% Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, October 21, 1999. The victim probably suffered from vasico-rectal fistula (a
tear or opening in the tissue between the rectum and the vagina, usually resembling an open blood vessel), which would have
left her incontinent.

‘"' International humanitarian law prohibits all rape and other acts of sexual violence, of course irrespective of whether the
victim was a virgin or not.
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visible. The rebels said that they wanted to take me away. My mother pleaded with them, saying
that I was her only child and to leave me with her. The rebels said that “If we do not take your
daughter, we will either rape or kill her.” The rebels ordered my parents and the two other women
to move away. Then they told me to undress. I was raped by the ten rebels, one after the other.
They lined up, waiting for their turn and watched while I was being raped vaginally and in my
anus. One of the child combatants was about twelve years. The three other child soldiers were
about fifteen. The rebels threatened to kill me if I cried.

district near the Liberian border when the RUF accused civilians in her village of helping the SLA. Her family
decided to flee to Liberia in November 1991, but was fired upon by the rebels as they fled. At least fifteen
civilians were killed, including her father and several women with babies on their backs:

was being air dropped, the rebels took it all. They took everything we had, our money, salt, and
all our food. The rebels were mixed Sierra Leoneans and Liberians,

About a week after arriving, the rebels came into our house in the evening and took my fifteen-
year-old sister away. My mother stayed up the whole night. The next day my uncle went from hut

"? Human Rights Watch interview, IDP camp called “Lebanese Camp,” March 2, 2002. Women and girls with obstetric
fistulae suffer from a constant wetness that results in genital ulcerations, frequent infections and a terrible odor. These fistulae
generally require surgery although occasionally they spontaneously heal.
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died. Other times no one picked them up and they stayed there for days until someone buried
them. There were so many girls who had lost their parents and were there alone, so no one would
come for them.

I saw the rebels catching young and even older women. Once they caught an old woman. She
said, “No, leave me. I'm too old for this business.” But they made fun of her saying, “Oh look,
we have caught a young Bundu [initiate into secret society] girl here.” Other times I heard women
screaming in the middle of the night. Everyday people were dying—from hunger, illness, and this
rape. After that | had dreams about a dead person coming to hurt me.

The only reason we stayed that long was because people were still moving across the border and
we figured things were even worse in Sierra Leone. Besides, the rebels stopped us from going
back home, and we did not know anyone in Liberia so we would have died of hunger.'"

M.M. was only eleven when she was abducted, together with her aunt and her aunt’s four children, when
Koidu was attacked during the dry season''* in 1994. M.M. had not yet experienced her first period or been
initiated into secret society:

I was raped by seven child combatants, who were aged between fifteen and sixteen years old, on
the way to Kailahun. I was raped in my vagina and anally. Other rebels and also civilians saw me
being raped but the civilians were too afraid to protect me. My aunt put native herbs on my
genital area but I bled for five days. The RUF had medicine but would not give it to us civilians.
My aunt carried me on her back, as I could not walk because of the pain. It took us five days to
reach Kailahun. A rebel commander wanted my aunt to be his wife but she refused so he killed
her. In Kailahun, I was not raped again. Since my ra,pe, I have only experienced irregular periods
and my belly is always swollen like I am pregnant."

M.F. was abducted from Koinadugu town in Koinadugu district in September 1998 when the RUF/AFRC
attacked the town. She was only thirteen at the time and was brutally raped both vaginally and anally by five RUF
rebels. During the same attack, the RUF killed over thirty older women:

1 was only thirteen and a virgin. They forced me to go down on my hands and knees with my
bottom in the air and raped me both vaginally and anally. Five rebels raped me on that first day.
My clothes were bloodied and it hurt to urinate and defecate afterwards. The rebels who raped me
promised to take me to Freetown and give me money and dresses. They gave me nothing after
they used me. I was given to one of them, Mohammed, as his wife. We stayed in Koinadugu town
for four days. I was with my parents but could not tell them about the rapes although my mother
heard me being raped.

The RUF said they came to kill civilians who were ungrateful and talked bad about the RUF. The
RUF cut my grandmother with a knife and beat her with a pestle. She died. The RUF told the
older women to go to the mosque to attend a ceremony. More than thirty women, some of whom
had children, went to the mosque. The RUF set fire to the mosque. Another old woman was rolled
into a mat and the mat was set on fire.''®

"3 Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, February 9, 2000. Bundu is one of the secret societies that initiate girls and perform
female genital cutting.

' The dry season in Sierra Leone is approximately between November and May.
''> Human Rights Watch interview, Lebanese Camp, March 2, 2002.

''® Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 7, 2002.
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Rape Victims Subjected 10 Multiple Human Rights Abuses
Rapes were often preceded by or followed by other human rights abuses against the victim her family
members and/or her community. Hardly any family was unscathed by abuse during the war. The PHR report

The rebels, who spoke Liberian English, said they were fighting for the SLPP to be in power.
When the RUF first entered Jaiweii, they accused my husband of giving information to the SLA,
50 they tied his hands behind his back and beat him mercilessly. They kept him tied up and
continued to beat him. After six days, he died and they threatened to kill me if I cried. The RUF
also shot three other men whom they accused of giving information to the SLA. My three
children all died because they became sick and there Wwas no medicine. The older one who was
five years died one week before the two younger ones who died on the same day. They were only
three and seventeen months o]d. '8

M.P. added that the RUF had said that they could do whatever they want with women whom they “owned.”
A.J., a fourteen-year-old student, was abducted by the RUF from Pujehun and was held by them from February to
May 1994. She was first tortured, caged, and then brutally raped:

On February 3, 1994 at around 8:00 p-m., the RUF attacked Pujehun. There was lots of firing
because the SLA was deployed here. As we were fleeing, we ran straight into a group of over one
hundred RUF. They were dressed in civilian clothes and nearly all had guns. Among those rebels
was one named Maliki, who was actually from Pujehun. RUF Commander Bai Bureh started to
select several people from our group. As he was doing the selecting, Maliki told him to choose
me because if they let me 80, I would go back to Pujehun and tell the SLA that he was there.
They chose eight of us, four young men and four young women, including three of my cousins.
They told the rest of the civilians to g0 back into the bush and said that if they found them the
next day they would be killed. We were taken to their camp.

Two weeks later, the four young men managed to escape. When the rebels found out, they
blamed us for what happened. They said the boys were really SLA solders that were there to get
information on the RUF. I was then tortured by a Liberian RUF commander named C.O. Rackin.
He said I was “bright and bold” and must have known how they escaped. He interrogated me,

Then a commander called Momoh Rogers, who was the battalion Ccommander, ordered that my
cousin and I be put in a wooden cage smaller than one square meter. He said that if our brothers

"7 PHR gave the following examples of serious human rights abuses: beating, bodily injury, amputation, torture, killing,
forced labor, captured for less than one day, sexual assault without rape, rape, abduction, burned dwelling, looting. PHR

reg)ort, pp. 45-47.
"'® Human Rights Watch interview, Lebanese IDP Camp, March 2, 2002.
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who had gone to tell the SLA came to attack, it would be very easy for them to kill us. The cage
was what the village people used to store their husk rice in and it had almost no ventilation. We
were only let out to defecate. They told me I had to pee on myself in the box. They poured water
into the cracks but it was never enough and was dirty. Sometimes they dropped cassava and
boiled bananas into the cage, feeding us like we were animals. The stab wounds I had got infected
and I got sores all over my body. They were painful and smelled very badly.

After about two weeks in the cage, one of Patrick’s bodyguards took me to C.O. Patrick’s house.
When I saw him, I told him about the sores on my feet and breasts. I told him I was in pain and
asked for treatment. C.O. Patrick told me to shut up and ordered me to go into the house. He
turned to his bodyguard and said that if I refused, I was to be taken behind the house and
executed. When we got inside, Patrick told me to lie down on the floor. Then he forced himself
upon me. I was a virgin. He was violent and rough. Then he told me to turn over and give him my
behind. But I told him I could not lie down because my breast was so swollen. So he brought a
chair and told me to stand up and lean onto the chair. Then he stood behind me and tried to shove
his penis into my vagina. The first time he did this I fell over onto my chest, which was so
painful. I started bleeding from my chest wound. Then he told me to get up and said if I did not
hold the chair firmly he was going to kill me. He took a long time doing that thing to me. I was
crying from the pain of my breast and because it was painful, being the first time. He told me to
shut up. As he was sexing me he accused my brothers of being spies and said he was going to kill
me and that he was only waiting for the others to come from the frontline to do it.

C.O. Patrick asked if I had done sex before and I told him “No, I am a school-going girl.” Then
he said, “Well, tonight you are going to have sex, because you are going to be killed and you
should do it before you die.” I was terrified. I started crying. All I could think of was my death
and all that guy could do was do that thing to me. After he was satisfied, [ was taken back to the

cage.'”’

A.M. was eighteen when she fled Freetown with her two children, two sisters, and brother after the 1997
AFRC coup. Not only was she first forced to watch the execution of three male civilians by Nigerian ECOMOG
soldiers in Fadugu, Koinadugu district, but also the rebel execution of her brother and sister. The RUF tried to get
her to eat her brother’s liver and heart. Her sister’s head was also placed on her legs:

After the rebels were driven out of Kabala by ECOMOG, the rebels spread to different towns,
including Mongo, Badela, and Dankawali. One day I went with my brother to wash in the stream,
as 1 was afraid to go by myself. We heard shots, which my brother thought must have come from
ECOMOG soldiers. I was afraid. We met three rebels with guns who accused my brother of being
a SLA soldier. “Superman” was the commander. They beat my brother with their gun butts and @
took off his clothes. “Superman” forced my brother to go down on his hands and knees and made
me sit beside him. They cut his neck from the back and then took an axe and cut his back. They
removed his heart and liver and put them on my hands. The heart had more shape and the liver
was flat. They tried to force me to eat them but I refused to. Another rebel, Colonel Titus, a
mercenary who spoke Liberian English, arrived and told the others not to force me to eat my
brother’s heart and liver. He said he would show me how they will deal with me. He said they
should abduct me. They took me back into the village of Dankawali where we met my
grandmother on her veranda. She was tied up and she said that another rebel commander, Hakim,
had carried my two children and small sister away in the first group.

The rebels had abducted another group of twenty-five persons and held them by the cotton tree.
My big sister was under the cotton tree. I told her that the rebels killed our brother. Colonel Titus
slapped my sister and told her not to cry. They killed my sister and two other women and placed

19 Human Rights Watch interview, Pujehun, February 12, 2002.
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houses on fire !2°

HK., a sixteen-year-old student, was abducted from Freetown during the January 1999 invasion. She was
taken to Makeni where she was “virginated” and forced to be the wife of Colonel “Jaja,” a twenty-two-year-old
half-Liberian who threatened to kill her entire family if she escaped. HK. was brutally tortured after Colonel
“Jaja” accused her of stealing his money, which was in fact taken at gunpoint from her by “Superman,” a
notorious rebel commander and his bodyguard called “Yellowman ” She described what happened afterwards:

Then the rebels took me into a stream and tied me to a tree in the water. They told people to beat
me. I was in water up to my head. “Jaja” said the boys should cut down the tree and let me drown.

where I stayed for several days. While in the guardroom Jaja and Alhaji “Cold Boots” came

The rebels often used psychological torture against civilians by, for example, making them clap or sing in
praise while watching family and friends being killed, raped or mutilated. They further exerted their domination
over civilians by not allowing them to show any emotion, and threatening to kill anyone who did. In 1997, when
K.M. was abducted by the RUF from Kabala in Koinadugu district, her brother was shot in front of her. The RUF
accused him of planning to escape. She was not allowed to show any emotion and was forced to throw his body in
the river. In 1999, K.M.’s husband was killed in front of her by RUF Captain Solvelar in Yomandu in Tonkolili
district, when a child combatant accused her husband of not doing his job properly. As Captain Solvelar shot
K.M.’s husband, he warned her not to cry otherwise she would be killed. Later in the same year, K.M.’s baby was
killed in front of her in Kambia district by a rebel captain who wanted to rape her:

Captain “Danger” pulled my baby from my back and before I could do anything, he sliced my
child in two. I was told not to cry as otherwise I would be killed as well,'22

Rape with Objects and Other Sexual Torture, including Sexual Mutilation

The rebels frequently used objects, including Wweapons, burning wood, and hot oil, to rape or otherwise
torture (including sexually torture) women and girls, sometimes resulting in their death. In 1994, IM,, an elderly
man from Giehun village in Kailahun district, witnessed the killing of nine civilians accused of plotting to set
Foday Sankoh up for a government ambush. One of thoge civilians, a woman named Janneh, was alleged to have
been one of Sankoh’s “wives.” J -M. described how rebels brought her into the village square, forced her to lie
down and then poured boiling palm oil into her vagina and ears:

The RUF rounded up about seventy of us civilians, including Abi and Janneh, and accused us of
making a plot to arrest Sankoh. The commmander said we were to be killed but that first he
would do an investigation. First he called upon Abi who accused Janneh of calling people in

' Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 9, 2002.

"' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, October 12, 1999,

" Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 7 and 9, 2002.
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knowledge. After killing Janneh they poured hot oil in the mouths, eyes and noses of three other
villagers, and then shot five others. I guess Janneh must have known all of Sankoh’s secrets.'?

M.F., the thirteen-year-old who was raped by five rebels (see above, p. 30), witnessed how her stepmother’s
mother was beaten by the RUF with a long pestle in Momoria village in Koinadugu district in 1998. The rebels
then shoved the pestle into her anus. M.F. said that her stepmother’s mother was still alive when they left her with
the pestle in her anus, which was bleeding.'** One woman also reportedly had pepper put in her vagina as the
RUF suspected her of being the wife of a SLA soldier. Rebels inserted burning firewood into the vagina of
twenty-five-year-old F.T. and another woman during the January 1999 invasion of Freetown:

On 21 January 1999, I went to a neighbor’s house to buy rice, as I had not caten for over two
days. The rebels had been in the area and as I bought two cups from my neighbor, we heard the
rebels coming again. My neighbor told me to leave quickly so that he could lock up his house.
When I left with another woman and a man, we met a group of ten rebels who surrounded us.
They were dressed in full combat [uniform] and asked us where we were going in Krio.

The rebels asked us what we could give them, so the man took out all his money and gave it to
them. He was then allowed to go. As the other woman and I did not have any money, they told us
to take off our clothes at gunpoint. We begged them not to harm us. The rebels then told us to lie
on the dirt ground and open our legs. They put their guns to our throats and stomachs to make
sure that we followed their order. Once we were on the ground all the rebels surrounded us, and a
tall rebel well over six feet went to the kitchen of Parliament House and took a piece of burning
firewood from the fire. He then squatted down and with his two hands inserted it into my vagina.
Then he returned to the fire and got another piece and then a third. I felt like I was being stabbed
inside.

He did the same to the other woman. While they did this to us, I heard them say “This is the way
we are going to fuck you. We are not able to do to you half of the things we do to people in the
provinces. You bastard civilians, you hypocrites; as soon as you see ECOMOG, you start to point
fingers at us.”

They left shortly afterwards and I managed to drag myself to a nearby house with blood gushing
from my vagina. I went to a clinic where the doctor removed bits of firewood from my vagina. I
feel so unhappy and fear my husband will find another wife to satisfy his sexual desire. The
treatment is very slow and I do not have money for treatment. There are sores inside me. I can not
sleep at night or walk more than one hundred yards.'?*

H.K,, the sixteen-year-old Freetown student forced to be the wife of Colonel “Jaja,” had an umbrella shoved
up her vagina as part of the torture that followed her being accused by “Jaja” of stealing his money:

When Jaja came home, I told him what happened and instead of believing me, he blamed me and
accused me of having stolen the money. He dragged me out of the house into the street and
started beating me. He caused a great scene. He stripped me, tied me up and hit me again and
again with a stick. He also beat with the butt of his gun. Then he took an umbrella and pushed it
up inside me two times—he shoved it up into my privates—hard. Many people were standing
around watching and even some of the other rebels told him to leave me. He went crazy. He
started shooting up in the air. I lay there for a few days, naked and bleeding. I was three months
pregnant but after this I aborted. I bled for over a month. Once a boy named Junior came by and
put his hand inside my vagina. He brought out his hand, which was all bloody and said, “Look at

' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, November 11, 1999.
'2* Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 7, 2002.
'2> Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, May 21, 1999.
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your blood, you’re sick.” All the civilians seeing this felt sorry for me, but of course they couldn’t
say anything.

Rebel forces were known for mutilating pregnant mothers to find out the sex of the unborn child. According
to witnesses, they would bet large sums of money, and the rebel who had rightly guessed the sex of the unborn
child afier the women’s belly had been cut open would keep the money. Some women were cut open alive, but
sometimes the women were killed before the rebels cut their abdomens open. K.M. who was abducted during the
1997 attack on Kabala, witnessed the killing and sexual mutilation of a pregnant woman near Kono in Kono
district (see above):

They captured a Koranko woman who was pregnant. Two RUF, Captain “Danger” and C.0. “Cut
Hand” argued about the sex of the child. They bet 100,000 leones [approximately U.S.850] on the

Fifteen-year-old F.K. was raped by the RUF in Lunsar in Port Loko district in May 2000 and witnessed the
sexual mutilation of a pregnant woman as well as the killing of her three male relatives, and six amputations:

I was raped when the RUF attacked Lunsar in May 2000 by four rebels including one man called
“Put Fire,” who had made me his rebel wife from 1997 to 2000. One of the other rebels was
called “Kill Man No Blood.” While I was being raped, the rebels found my three male relatives
who were hiding under their beds. They stabbed them with their bayonets and then shot them.
They raped me in my bedroom and then brought me into the living room. Three men and three
women were also brought into the room. They were put in line and then the rebels gave them the
choice between their life or their money. The rebels strip searched each one and then killed them
on the spot. The group was forced to watch as each was killed.

One of the women was six months pregnant and slightly disabled. She was last in the row. When
it was her turn, she was stabbed in the neck and fell down. The rebels started to discuss whether
she was carrying a boy or a girl. They bet on the sex of the baby so they decided to check it. Kill
Man No Blood split open her belly. It was a boy. One of the other rebels took the baby out and
showed everyone that it was a boy. The baby was still alive when he threw it on the ground next
to the woman but died shortly after. As the rebels took me away, I saw six men who had just been
amputated. Some had an arm cut off below the elbow, others above the elbow:. They were
@ @ screaming, “Please kill us, don’t leave us this way.”'?’

Sexual Violence with the Added Element of Violating Cultural Norms

" Human Rights Watch interview, March 7 and 9, 2002,
"*” Human Rights Wach interview, Freetown, May 25, 2000.
"% Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 9, 2002.
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full view of other rebels and civilians. Victims were also raped in mosques, churches, and sacred places of
initiation.

During the January 1999 invasion of Freetown, A.C. was forced to watch the rape of his daughter by
RUF/AFRC rebels:

The rebel in charge was a thirty-year-old ex-SLA known as “Amos.” I knew him from before. He
had plasters on his face. The others were called “Junior” and “Blood,” who did most of the
talking. They gathered five young girls together, including my fifteen-year-old daughter, and put
them in the back room. They asked us for five million leones [approximately U.S. $2,500]
otherwise they threatened our girls would be killed. We managed to collect 350,000 leones
{approximately U.S. $175), which we gave to them.

Then they brought out the girls. They pushed my daughter and a seventeen-year-old on the bed in
the parlor and started tearing off their clothes. I peeked through a crack in the door and could see
them fighting with my daughter. They put clothes in her mouth so she would not scream. The
rebels punched, slapped her and knocked her head with the butt of their rifle. Then one of them
opened the door and asked who the fathers of the girls were. One of them took us and lined us up @
right in front of the bed and said, “Don’t you want to see what we do to your daughters?” We
begged them to leave them alone but they said, “If you continue to talk, we will burn this house
and kill everyone of you.” A rebel had his gun pointed at us the whole time and there were two
more at the door. Amos raped my daughter and Blood raped another girl. Then the rebel with the
gun and the one guarding took their turns. My daughter was crying but they covered her mouth
and told her to shut up. Blood then told the girls to get dressed and they took them away.'?’

S.G., a fifty-year-old widow, was raped by a teenage rebel called Commander “Don’t Blame God” and
subsequently had both arms amputated in Mattru village in Bo district prior to the 1996 elections:

I pleaded but Commander Don’t Blame God said he was going to kill me if I didn’t lie down. [
told him it had been such a long, long time since I had sex. During the rape I was pleading with
him saying, “Don’t kill me, please don’t kill me.” He was so rough with me. Then he took me up
a big dune above Mattru village. As we were walking, he said he was going to kill me. I pleaded
with him and he then said, “I’ve changed my mind, I’m going to give you a letter.” Once we got
there I saw many more rebels, about twenty. I was stripped naked down to my underwear. It was
humiliating. Then they asked me to sit down and wait. Commander Don’t Blame God said: “I
have a letter for you but wait for the cutlass man to come.” Then the one with the machete came
and told me to put out my left arm. It took them three chops with the cutlass to cut off my arm.

After this I begged them not to cut my other arm but they struggled with me and a rebel held it @
down and cut it off. The cutlass man said, “We belong to Foday Sankoh’s group.” Then one of
them took my left arm and put it under my vagina and kicked me twice in the vagina ... very,
very hard."*®

D.T. was gang raped by a child combatant and three other RUF rebels in the rainy season in 2000 near Foriah
village in Koinadugu district:

I was hiding in the bush from the rebels with about fifteen other villagers when the rebels found
us. The rebels separated me from the others because my nine-month-old son was crying. A child
combatant ordered me at gunpoint to put my son down. He then raped me. I do not know how
young he was but he had not yet been circumcised. He was maybe as young as twelve. Then three
other rebel men raped me. When I was being raped, I made no movement as they might think that

'® Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, May 3, 1999.
3 Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, March 2, 2000.
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I was trying to resist. | was bleeding after being raped by four males. A fter being raped, the rebels
forced me to carry a heavy load and walk to Kanja town. I escaped the same day and returned to

RF, a thirty-three-year-old farmer, explained how she felt after she was gang raped by West Side Boys,
including four child combatants, at Petify, village in Port Loko district jn November 1999:

Four children between ten and twelve years used me. They were so small I could barely feel them
inside me. The small ones tried to imitate the older ones and one of them kept saying, “I'm trying
it, I’'m trying it.” It was the war that brought that humiliation. | kept comparing them to my own
children; my first-born son is ten, | forgave them because they are children. It was not of their -

In December 1994, thirty-year-old A.B. was abducted with six other women from Yonibani in Tonkolili
district by the RUF when they launched a surprise attack with the collusion of the SLA. The RUF made the
women carry looted items to their camp, where A B. stayed for a week before escaping. She herself was
repeatedly raped by two rebels, including one Liberian, and witnessed the rape of an old woman with gray hair:

At least four of the women I had been abducted with were raped. Before they raped me, the rebels

nt for an old woman with white hair. When she realized what they wanted, she took off her
headscarf to show her white hair and said, “I'm old, I have stopped having sex.” At first the
commander said the rebels should not touch her because she was old. But the other rebels got
annoyed and started insulting the commander saying, “Fine, you can fuck any woman you want,
anytime you want, but now that we have one we want, You say no.” The commander finally said
that they could go ahead so all five rebels, including a small boy of fifteen years raped her. One
was on his knees with his trousers down while the others stood around watching,

When I saw that I felt sick. When I saw a young boy and that old woman, I realized they could do
anything and that they were going to do the same thing to me. But I guess I was lucky as only two
did it to me.'**

S.J.,, a wealthy forty-five-year-old woman, was raped by RUF rebels, including a child combatant, and then
burnt in late January 1999 in Manjoro village in Bombalj district:

Thirty rebels attacked our village. The rebels said that we, the civilians don’t want peace. | saw
them kill three people and were it not for God, I would have been the fourth. Then they burned
thirteen houses and looted all our things. I ran with my four children to the house in the bush
where we tend to the cows. We slept there with the cows for a few days but then seven rebels
surprised us there. The commander of this group was called C.O. Caca Scatter. He was a Mende.
Others were speaking Mandingo and Temne.

They started stealing what few possessions I had and then C.O. Caca Scatter said that | should be
raped. When I heard that order | pleaded, “Please, don’t do that one to me.” But they said they

! Human Rights Watch interview, Foriah, March 6, 2002. The rainy season starts in May and ends in October.
" Human Rights Watch interview, Port Loko, November 27, 1999,
' Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, February 9, 2000.
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my face so he burned my chest instead. He did this four times on my front and seven times on my
back. Each time they picked up the charcoal and held it on my body until it burned deep into my
skin. They left me with my skin burning but I could not roll on the ground for fear it would catch
fire and burn me even more. When they started to burn me I pleaded for them to kill me. I started

screaming and my children came around to try and save me. They took two of my children, gave
them looted property to carry and took them away. That is the last I have heard of them.'**

T.B, a fifty-year-old woman was abducted from Freetown during the January 1999 invasion and made to
walk to Magburaka in Bombali district. There, a RUF/AFRC rebel raped her until she developed an abscess in her
vagina:

In Magburaka, I was first raped by three rebels. While doing it they called me a bastard child and
that civilians wanted to burn them all alive. After that I was taken as a wife by a commander
called “Bird Bod” who was in his thirties. He raped me every day. They were always on drugs.
He said he didn’t have a wife so I cooked and washed for him. He roughed and beat me and used
to put his fingers violently up inside me. He would get an erection while he was doing this and
would sometimes rape me afterwards. I think this is how I started to get boils—I had five or six of
them. It started to create an ulcer. Over the two months I was with them it got worse and worse. It
was terribly painful but Commander Bird still raped me and put his fingers up me even though I
had this problem. I don’t know why the RUF would treat an old woman like me in such a way.

The abscess got very swollen and started to hang down between my thighs. I could barely walk. It
started to smell very bad and it was then that the commander finally drove me away. | walked for
two to three weeks through the bush going from village to village until I got to Masiaka. In every
village I went, the women felt for me and would give me food and make a bath of herbs and salt
for me to soak in. Then when I felt strong enough, I would walk to the next village. When 1
reached Freetown, I received medical treatment. My husband has accepted me back and feels
sorry for me.'’

Breastfeeding mothers were also not spared by the rebel factions even though in Sierra Leonean culture,
women are not supposed to have sexual intercourse until their children have been weaned and can walk, which
can take up to three years.'* Sierra Leoneans believe that doing so will weaken the breast milk and the ability of
the child to fend off infection. Women whose infants died from malnutrition after they—the mothers—had been
raped frequently attributed the death of their child to the fact that they had been raped. It is also a specific crime
for a man to commit adultery with another man’s wife while she is breastfeeding. Traditionally, the guilty spouses
are thought to be under a curse and will suffer misfortune.*” A.B., who was raped by two rebels and witnessed
the rape of an old woman, tried at first to dissuade the first rebel from raping her by telling him that she was a
breastfeeding mother with full breasts, but the rebel said he did not care.'”® M.C. was breastfeeding her two-week-
old baby when she was brutally gang raped by RUF/AFRC rebels in early January 1999 near Mabang in Tonkolili
district; she breastfed her baby while being raped. She suffercd a prolapsed uterus'™ as a consequence of the rape:

At the time of the January 1999 offensive, my husband who is a policeman was based in Mile 91.
I became very worried about him and decided to travel to find him. I left Bo on January 8. I had
Just given birth to a baby girl two weeks before so was still feeling very weak but I desperately
wanted to find my man.

" Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 17, 1999,

"% Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, July 8, 1999,

"% Mariane C. Ferme, The Underneath of Things: Violence, History, and the Everyday in Sierra Leone (Berkeley: The
University of California Press, 2001), p. 131.

"7 Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Law, pp. 127-8 and 131.

¥ Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, March 2, 2000.

"% A prolapsed uterus is a condition in which the uterus drops from its normal position. In severe cases, such as those that
may be associated with injury from sexual violence, the cervix and uterus may protrude beyond the vaginal opening.
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[ arrived late in the evening. Then all of a sudden we heard firing. There was confusion and
armed rebels captured me. They took me to their bush camp in a place called Mabang. They
started sexing me two days later. I tried to fight and told them to leave me, but several times they
put a pistol into my vagina. I gave myself up to God and asked that he save me. The first day,
about ten sexed me. After the first day there were fewer men, between three and six a day. Every
day they came and stood in line waiting to rape me. All together there were over thirty different
men. They were aged between seventeen and twenty-five years old. The younger ones were rough
and most of them seemed to be on drugs. I think these were RUF people. Most of them seemed to
be Mendes. I saw many young girls in their camp. I guess the lucky ones only had one rebel. But
I’'m from Bo and wouldn’t allow myself to be together with one of them. | told them I wasn’t a
Kamajor and that my husband was a policeman and they said, “Oh policemen are our enemies . ..
we’ve killed them all. Forget about your husband.”

Sometimes they tied my legs to my arms with my legs spread and raped me one after the other.

They raped me for two or three weeks and then in early February, my vagina came out [i.e. she
suffered a prolapsed uterus]. It was $0, so painful. I can’t tell you how much it hurt. When this
happened, I thought I was going to die. In order to get it to go back in I had to lie down and push
it back in. To urinate, I had to lie down. They provoked me and made fun of me. They said now
my Kamajor husband will not be able to have sex with me. A wife of one of the commanders told

and tried to cure me and my baby who by that time was vomiting and very sick. It’s only God
that helped keep my little Hawanatu alive. He decided that this little child is mine to keep. Later,
when I was stronger, I made it to Freetown and had an operation for my prolapsed uterus. | feel
much better now, '

intercourse with their husbands once their pregnancy has been confirmed, to protect the fetus. R.F, the thirty-
three-year-old farmer gang raped by West Side Boys at Petifu, Port Loko, in November 1999 (see above, p. 39),
was six months pregnant at the time. As the result of the gang rape she delivered prematurely, causing the baby’s
death:

I went with Isatu, her husband and my five-year-old son to harvest rice in Isatu’s village, Petifu.
We traveled by boat and at night to avoid the rebels. When we were resting having worked all the
next day, we heard the rebels. They were all over the village and told us to give them our rice and
palm oil. Several of them started hitting me on the head with their guns. Three were wearing
uniform, the others wore civilian clothes, They spoke all different languages.

One of them tied a rope around my waist like a goat and pushed me out of the door screaming,
“Show me where your people are.” My little boy was left sleeping on the bed. Seven of the rebels
then led me about a mile out of the village, screaming at me to tell them where we had hidden the

'*® Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 5, 1999.
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Once back in the village, they put me in a house and more of them started raping me. I was used
by at least twenty rebels. I think the whole unit raped me throughout the night. The only one who
did not use me was the commander. He kept coming in and saying, “Have you had your turn?”
He was the one they kept calling “Commander.”

When one of the Temne speaking rebels was raping me I said, “Please brother, talk to these
people and ask them to leave me.” But he said he could not do anything. Another rebel pulled out
a knife when he was on top of me and said if I said anything he would kill me. I told them I was
pregnant and said, “Can’t you see? I have a six month belly.” But they said, “We do not care. We
see your belly but so what.” Two of them told me to stoop down, but I couldn’t and they just
pushed me down and used me. After many had used me one of them said, “Oh, there is no more
sweetness there,” so they turned me over and did it to me from behind. Three of them did it to me
like that, and now when I go to the toilet it is so painful; I am still bleeding and it feels like my
insides are coming out. One rebel had sex with me several times. He said he was punishing me
for not having shown him where the rice and palm oil was hidden. I yelled for the commander
and complained, saying, “He wants to kill me, tell him to leave me!” but he said, “We have killed
others that are better than you.” I did not complain after that. They kept saying they were about to
stop fighting—that they really want peace and that after peace comes, they won’t do these things
any more.

In the early hours of the morning, they finally left. They wanted me to carry their looted items but
I could not walk. They took other people whom they used to carry the looted goods. At one point
I'tried to get up but could not, I slipped and fell down to earth. By this time I had started bleeding.
I felt my baby trembling in my belly. A few hours later the water broke and then I started to have
contractions. I have five children and had never even had a miscarriage. I had about three hours
of labor before giving birth. The little thing shook for a minute or so and then it died. It was so
beautiful; it had fine hair and the face was so pretty. I wrapped it with a cloth. I could not bear to
look whether it was a boy or a girl. I was gushing out blood and shortly after I delivered the
placenta. I felt dizzy. I was barely able to walk.

Later when I had a little more strength I covered my baby and threw it in a pit latrine. I felt so bad
for throwing it away like that but I did not have the strength to bury it properly. After thinking
everything over, I am only angry at this war and thankful that I still have my life and that the life
of my child [her five-year-old] was spared. It’s only God that saved him. He was lying on the bed
the whole time.'

Forced Pregnancies a
Many women and girls became pregnant as the result of the rape(s) they were subjected to. Although some

women were reportedly able to abort without the knowledge of the rebels using traditional herbal treatments, the

majority had no choice but to carry the child to full term. M.W., the abducted nurse already quoted above (sce p.

28), said that many girls who had been raped had miscarriages that might have been self-induced with herbs. LS.,

a twenty-seven-year-old student who was abducted by the AFRC during the January 1999 invasion, tried to abort,

but was unsuccessful:

When [ got pregnant I didn’t tell my rebel husband for months. I asked 2 woman who knows
about medicine to give me herbs to abort the baby, but it never worked and after my belly started
to swell, he found out. He warned me that if I tried to flush the baby out, he’d kill me. He said he
wanted the baby and that he hoped it would be a boy.'*?

"' Human Rights Watch interview, Port Loko, November 27, 1999.
"2 Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 17, 1999.

M.W.,, the abducted nurse, also mentioned that medical personnel were instructed by a rebel doctor, Dr.

Human Rights Watch 40 January 2002, Vol. 15,No. | (A)




4455}
RLtyE

Lahai, not to perform abortions, give birth control, or advise that traditional herbal treatments be taken, as the
rebels felt that too many people had died and they needed to increase the population.'** Many women did have
miscarriages because of the brutal rapes and trauma they were subjected to by the rebels, as well as the difficult
conditions in the bush.

Forced Abortion by West Side Boys

Human Rights Watch has documented one case of forced abortion by the West Side Boys, the splinter group
of the AFRC that took power in the 1997 coup. Twenty-year-old M.K. was abducted from Magbele village in Port
Loko district in July 2000, when she was four months pregnant. She was raped by four West Side Boys and was
made the wife of a rebel who forced her to abort:

I was abducted with two other civilians, including my brother-in-law, by the West Side Boys.
They were all wearing uniforms; some uniforms were new, and others wore old ones. We were

nicely with me and said that he wanted to take me to Makeni and make me his wife. He raped me
that day. The rebels saw that I was pregnant and said to Umaro, “We are not going to work along
with any pregnant woman, we should kill her.” Umaro said that he wanted to take me as his wife
and that [ should be given an injection instead. Umaro called me and tried to convince me to get
rid of the baby. He said, “They will kill you if you do not agree 5o you better have the injection.”
I was taken to the doctor who gave me an injection and some pills. Two days later I started
bleeding. I felt weak and had pain all over my body: Then I lost the baby.

When Umaro was on patrol, three other rebels raped me. When we moved out to go to another
base, I saw the body of my brother-in-law. After one day I started bleeding again so Umaro took
me to the doctor who gave me another injection. When we reached Lunsar, Umaro wanted to
make me his wife. Even while I was bleeding, Umaro used me. He told me to wash myself before
raping me.'*

Rape by Female Combatant

Human Rights Watch has documented a case of a female rebel manually raping female abductees. The
virginity checks performed by female rebels on abductees prior to their “virgination” by male rebels, noted above,
also constitute rape given that penetration occurred without the consent of the victim. More of such abuses may
have been committed but not reported due to shame, as expressed in the testimony below. The rebels captured
sixteen-year-old F.P. on January 7, 1999 when—as s i fighting in central Freetown with two

AFRC was driven out of Freetown in February 1998. F.p.

| years ago. The rebels called her “C.O. Sally.” F.P. was
taken with her sister and another girl whom she did not know to a rebel base. Her friend was raped by five men,
which she was made to watch. F.P.was also “virginated” by male rebels and sexually molested by “C.O. Sally,”
along with another girl, also called Sally:

C.O. Sally came into the room where we were kept and said, “Why are you hollering? These are
my boys, why are you refusing them?” Since we knew C.O. Sally, we asked her to help us get
away, so finally on January 10 she took us at gunpoint to another house. She made us cook and

"> Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, October 21, 1999
" Human Rights Watch interview, Port Loko IDP camp, July 13, 2000.
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me and that we had fought last time we had met each other. She made me put one leg up on a
drum and then she fingered me with two fingers. I was so embarrassed and ashamed. I asked her
why she was doing this but she screamed at me to shut up. She did not touch herself or say
anything, but kept on fingering me. Then she called Sally and did the same thing to her. When
she was finished, she left us standing there with our arms tied. A little later she fingered us again.
It did not seem sexual to me and I do not know why she did it. An hour later a young rebel came
and said he thought he was hearing gunshots from ECOMOG. C.O. Sally ordered the boy to untie
us as “ have punished these people already.”'**

Rape and Other Sexual Violence against Boys and Men by Male and Female Rebels

According to FAWE Sierra Leone, boys and men were also raped by male rebels. FAWE Sierra Leone
treated fourteen boys aged between nine and fifteen years old who had been raped, but suspects that there are
more cases. Due to the stigma attached to homosexuality in Sierra Leone, male victims of rape feared they would
be perceived as homosexuals and therefore few boys were willing to report it. Human Rights Watch has not
documented any of these crimes of sexual violence, which were apparently committed on a much smaller scale
than sexual violence committed against women and girls. FAWE Sierra Leone did not want Human Ri%hts Watch
to interview the boys they had treated as they feared that interviewing them would re-traumatize them.’

Human Rights Watch documented two cases in which female rebels forced men to have sexual intercourse at
gunpoint. One case involved a female rebel forcing a male civilian to have sex during the January 1999 invasion
of Freetown, and the second involved a RUF female training commander and male conscripts in Kono. Cases of
these crimes of sexual violence were also reported by FAWE Sierra Leone. It is impossible to determine the
prevalence of this type of sexual violence, but—given the general level of violence within the rebel forces and the
power that female combatants had over civilians—Human Rights Watch believes that such incidents did happen
more often than has been reported, albeit again on a much reduced scale compared to male combatants raping
female civilians.

Abduction, Sexual Slavery, Forced Labor, and Conscription

Abduction

The rebel forces used abduction as their primary method for recruitment. During an attack on a town or
village, rebels typically rounded up civilians as they tried to flee or were found hiding. Men were abducted to
carry the looted items as well as being forcibly conscripted. The abducted children were also given military
training and forcibly conscripted.

In thousands of cases, women and girls were abducted after being subjected to sexual violence. The rebels
often killed family members who tried to protect their women and girls. Abducted women and girls described
being “given” to a combatant who then took them as their “wives” (see also “Sexual slavery” section, below).""’
Abduction of civilians continued for the duration of the armed conflict. In the early years of the conflict, the RUF
went on hit-and-run raids, returning to their base camps with looted items and abducted civilians. As the RUF
took over more territory, an increasing number of civilians were abducted. As their ranks increased with more
men and boys being forcibly conscripted, so did their abduction of women and girls. The AFRC and West Side
Boys used the same tactics. Some women had the extreme misfortune of escaping from one rebel faction, or unit,
only to be abducted by another. One such victim, thirteen-year-old M.F. (see above, p. 34), who was first

'* Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, May 18, 1999,

'“ Human Rights Watch interview with Christiana Thorpe (founding Chairperson of FAWE Sierra Leone Chapter),
Freetown, March 22, 2002.

'*7 The PHR report found that 9 percent of women reporting having themselves experienced sexual violence had been forced
to “marry” their rebel “husband.” PHR report, p. 2. These types of marriage are similar to marriages by capture, which were
common at the turn of the nineteenth to twentieth centuries. In tribal wars, the conquerors would kill the male inhabitants of
the vanquished village and capture the women who subsequently became the wives of the conquerors. The “marriage” was
validated by the captor’s public declaration of his intention to cohabit with his captive. Such a wife was regarded as a slave
and her children could not inherit from their father. Joko Smart, Sierra Leone Customary Family Law, p. 29.
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abducted from Koinadugu by the RUF/AFRC and gang raped, was driven out of Makeni in October 1999 when it
came under attack by the RUF. She was subsequently abducted by the West Side Boys and raped by two child
combatants, '8

Sexual Slavery and Forced Labor
Women and girls were primarily abducted to be the sex slaves of the rebels and to perform slave labor. The
survey conducted by Physicians for Human Rights found that 33 percent of the interviewees reporting war-related

common practice among the Sierra Leonean male population at large, many rebels had polygynous “marriages,”
including with abducted women whom they had forced to “marry” them. Rebels also changed “wives” frequently
when they tired of them or when their “wives were t00 ill to perform their tasks (a consequence of the brutality

Women who were “married” to high-ranking rebels benefited not only from “protection” but also were able
to exert power over others. The women and girls often benefited from the looted items that their rebel “husbands™
gave them, and took part themselves in looting raids to steal clothes, shoes, and jewelry. Not all were abductees:

parenta] restrictions). Such women consenting to marry a rebel were probably still vulnerable to sexual violence
from other rebels.

Numerous victims described being subjected to abuse or forced to work by commanders’ wives. FAWE
Sierra Leone also reported that female combatants “married” to rebels killed new abductees if their “husbands”

I was put under the control of Commander Patrick, a Liberian. He was married to a woman called
Neneh who was very jealous of me. Once, after the commanders had gone to the war front, Neneh
told one of our guards to open up the cage where [ was being held and take me out. She said, “My
husband is interested in you. If you accept him to have sex with you, I'll kill you, so be
5 forewarned.” Neneh and Patrick have one child. She told me she’d joined the rebels voluntarily.
a She said, “You are just a captive. Do you think I was abducted? I was not abducted. [ joined
voluntarily. So you have no right to fall in love with my husband.”'*

A few victims also described how some of these women, usually the wives of commanders, used their power
to try and protect, and at times facilitate the escape, of other abductees. For example, M.C., who was brutally
raped by rebels in early 1999 in Mabang and suffered a prolapsed uterus (see above, P. 38) was helped to escape
by a commander’s wife who felt sorry for her.'°

% Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, 7 March 2002.
" Human Rights Watch interview, Pujehun, February 12, 2000.
' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 5, 1999,
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marked abducted civilians with the letters “RUF” or “AFRC” carved mainly onto their chests. This made escape
more difficult because, were they to be caught by government forces, they would likely be suspected of being
rebels and killed. Some women used traditional herbal remedies to remove their markings, and international
organizations have also performed surgery on these victims to remove the scars.

Relationships between Rebels and Abductees :

The relationships that developed between the abductees and rebels were very complex and varied. Most
relationships were obviously very volatile, as described by LS., the twenty-seven-year-old student who was
abducted by the AFRC in the January 1999 invasion (see above, p. 40). She stayed with the AFRC/West Side
Boys until August 1999 when she was able to escape:

We stayed there for months and they were always going on attacks in the Port Loko area.
Occasionally C.O. Blood was nice to me and I had to kiss him and play love with him. But I
could never tell him what was really in my heart; that I missed my family and wanted to escape.
Other days he would beat me for nothing. He did the same thing to his other “wife.” Neither of us
could complain.'*!

H.K. was assigned as the wife of *“Jaja” and was so badly treated by him that even the other rebels
sometimes tried to prevail on him to be less violent:

Jaja was already “married” to another abductee, and when she saw what he had done to me, she
escaped. He always beat both of us. He used to sex me twice every night. He made me take his
penis in my mouth. I tried to refuse him but he always threatened to kill me. He was actually an
SLA soldier but had joined the RUF. His C.O. was Colonel Stagger, who used to criticize him for
how he treated us. Colonel Stagger used to say, “Look, when we take these kids, we should take
care of them and now you beat her for nothing.” Jaja used to say it was not Stagger’s business.
Stagger’s own abductees were treated pretty well. He never beat them.'*

Some women fled at the first opportunity. Other women, especially those who had children with the rebels,
found it difficult to leave these abusive relationships. Many women and girls experienced their first sexual
relationship with their rebel “husband” and may have developed aspects of the “Stockholm Syndrome,” whereby
the hostage identifies with the hostage-taker. They adjusted to the level of violence with the rebels, which over
time became “normal,” in order to survive.'® Others feared that their “husband” might seek revenge if they
escaped and returned to their family. The rebels instilled fear in their “wives” by telling them that their families
would not accept them back. The abductees also feared to some extent that they would be blamed for what
happened to them. For some women who had lost their families, the rebels became a surrogate family. As many
rebels had themselves lost their families or could not return to their villages of origin, given that they had in some
cases committed human rights abuses in their communities, they did not want to relinquish their surrogate
families or their slave labor.

As the women and girls were never registered in the Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR)
program and there was insufficient documentation of this large category of victims throughout the armed conflict,
it is unclear how many girls and women were abducted. It is now impossible to establish how many remain under
the control of their rebel “husband” or have returned to their village of origin.

The ones who have remained involuntarily will only re-examine their situation when alternatives become
available. Women who wish to sever links with ex-combatants have few alternative economic or social options.
They are a very vulnerable group that has little or no means of support. They are often not able to return to their

*' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 17, 1999.

"2 Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, October 12, 1999.

'3 A group of female ex-combatants and abducted women, for example, defined to Human Rights Watch domestic violence
as “wounding or losing consciousness.”
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established to try both combatants and the civilians ' A rebel was expected to provide for his “wives” and
children during their captivity even if he had taken on another “wife” or “wives.” If a rebe| reneged on his

were raped and beaten if they did not have a commander to stand up for them. According to K.M., who was
abducted by the RUF from Kabala, Koinadugu, the three male rebels who presided over the courthouse in
Burkina, a training camp in Kailahun, would arrange amongst themselves who could rape the women. She also
said that one woman was raped to death by six rebels,'>

Forced Conscription: Female Combatants

Women and girls were also forcibly conscripted into the rebel fighting forces. The RUF established military
training camps for women. During active fighting, female combatants were sent into battle after the men and the
Small Boys Units (SBUs). There were only very few high-ranking female commanders in the rebel forces and a
much smaller number of female combatants than adult men or boys. Female combatants had more power than
female civilians: combatants, including female combatants, who had received military training, had substantia
power to do whatever they wanted to civilians. Within the rebe] forces, however, women still held much lower
status: female combatants were assigned “husbands.”

Forcibly conscripted female combatants were in Mmany ways as vulnerable as civilian abductees, and may
have decided to stay with their rebel “husbands™” for the same reasons as their civilian counterparts i.e. shame,
lack of alternative options, and economic dependence on their “husbands.”

RUF Officers’ Responsibility for Sexual Violence

Caca Scatter, for exam J., the wealthy forty-five-year-old woman (see above, p.
37). AJ, the fourteen-year-old Student, was tortured, caged and brutally raped by C.O. Patrick (see above, p. 43).

S.G., the ﬁﬁy-?' raped and had both arms amputated by Commander “Don’t Blame God” (see
above, p. 36).1%¢ “

'* Abdullah and Muana, “The Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone,” p. 189,

'** Human Rights Watch interview, Kabala, March 7 and 9, 2002,

"% Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, May 3, 1999. Under Article 6 (1), persons are held individually responsible for
the planning, instigating, ordering, committing or otherwise aiding and abetting in the planning, preparation or execution of a
crime referred to in articles 2 to 4 of the statute,
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stabbed to death numerous alleged rebels. The Kamajors also ate some of their victims, believing that this would
bestow additional powers to them. The accused had no means to defend themselves, as ECOMOG initially backed
the Kamajors and did not realize until later that the killings were carried out along tribal lines. After receiving

an AFRC fighter:

I saw Jeneba being raped by one Kamajor, while the others were standing around watching. Then
the Kamajors threatened to kill us if we did not stop looking at them, so we went into other
houses to hide. From there we could not see what was going on but heard Jeneba screaming at the
top of her voice, and when the Kamajors had gone we came outside and found Jeneba dead. She
was naked and her hands and feet had been mutilated by a machete.'?

On February 17, 1999, JK., a thirty-one-year-old woman was raped by two Kamajors in a small village in
Bonthe district. A group of Kamajors entered J.K.’s house looking for her brother, who had not been home for the
past three years:

One of the Kamajors called Kinie said that they had been told that my brother was in the village
and was planning to attack them. I assured them no one knew where he was. During this
argument, the other civilians in village became afraid and fled into the bush. As soon as the
Kamajors forced their way into my bedroom, I followed them to check up on what they were
doing. Kinie and another Kamajor whose name I did not know pushed me to the ground, tearing
off my clothes. I screamed for help but no one came to my rescue. Even my father who was in the
house was unable to help me. They both raped me while the others stood around laughing. When
they left the village, they looted some goats and chickens. There was no one to report the incident
to anlcgal had no money to pay for a hospital visit. I decided to leave everything to the Almighty
God.

In another incident, at least three female civilians were raped, including by a Kamajor commander. In July
2000, M.S. and twenty-five other passengers were taken off a bus at Bauya in Moyamba district, beaten, and
accused of being RUF rebels. All their possessions were taken off the bus and inspected by the Kamajors but they
did not find any incriminating goods. Their possessions were stolen by the CDF. In the evening, M.S. was locked
in the guardroom at the CDF office with nine other women and her young child:

made me stoop like an animal. He said, “I am a government man so no one will ask me anything
about this.” My breast milk has gone bad now. I could hear another woman who initially refused
to be rag‘cd being beaten with the torch. She was raped by two CDF called Mohammed and
Ahmed.'

In the same incident, an older high-ranking CDF commander raped a thirty-five-year-old trader, R.K.:
Mr. S. raped me all night. He raped me five times. I cried as I was not used to doing that even

my husband. He was rough and did it from behind like an animal in a bad way. He accused
me of being a RUF commander’s wife. | told him my husband is a Gbetti [part of the CDF).'%

' Human Rights Watch interview, Kenema, August 12, 2002.
*> Human Rights Watch interview, Bonthe district, July 8, 2002.
' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, August 21, 2000.
** Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, August 21, 2000.
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door to the car and the light had come on. am sure they were raping her and she was fighting
with them to stop it. I stayed and watched this go on for several minutes. I later learned a few
more people were also watching what was going on. In fact we talked about it the next morming.

Then, perhaps afraid of being watched, the two whites moved their truck further down the road ...
past my house, further down the road going out of town. Maybe they thought that because there

they drove off.

The next morning when I went out to 80 to the mosque, we found one of her black shoes that she
must have kicked off while struggling with those men. The shoe was near the first place they had
stopped. We took it to the police but they never came to ask us any questions. We are all a bit
frightened of those UNAMSIL people now. We tell our girls never to get in a truck with them or
) the same thing might happen to them.'®®

@ Neither the SLP in Joru or UNAMSIL in Kenema conducted a proper investigation into this alleged gang
rape, both claiming that the absence of the victim prevented them from conducting their investigation. The
UNAMSIL human rights section was not aware of this alleged gang rape until Human Rights Watch informed
them, and to date has also not conducted a thorough investigation.

The SLP were involved in the case for ten days, until the UNAMSIL provost marshal took it over. The
provost marshal concluded that there was no conclusive evidence to link the crime to the perpetrator. After
reviewing the case, the UNAMSIL force commander concluded that while the evidence was inconclusive, the

conducted in an insensitive manner and members of the Bangladeshi contingent spoke with the victim while the
UNAMSIL investigation was ongoing, even though they should not have had access to him. Nor did UNAMSIL
follow up with the victim or his family to apologize, provide compensation, and explain the outcome of the
investigation.'®’

UNAMSIL investigations into allegations of sexual violence by peacekeepers indicate a lack of appreciation

' Human Rights Watch interview, Joru, May 28, 2002. Other villagers did not want to be interviewed.
' Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, September 15, 2002
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report within the prescribed six months on follow up to cases involving military personnel that have resulted in
the alleged perpetrator being repatriated to his country of origin, in order to ensure that states prosecute the
accused. This will serve to actually enforce a stated “zero tolerance” for sexual exploitation by UNAMSIL staff
and persons affiliated with UNAMSIL, which to date has had no teeth and therefore no impact on changing
behavior. Civilian staff who commit sexual violence should be fired and their misconduct properly recorded in
their personnel file to ensure that they are not rehired in another U.N. mission.

The UNAMSIL human rights section should also provide in-depth gender sensitization training to military
and civilian staff. The training should ensure that the peacekeepers understand the code of conduct and the
consequences if they do not adhere to it. The U.N. Code of Conduct for peacekeepers and the Military Observer
Handbook need to be revised to ensure that the zero tolerance policy for sexual exploitation by persons employed
or affiliated with U.N. missions and the consequences of such acts are clearly stated in these guidelines. Similar
guidelines for civilian staff need to be widely disseminated to all U.N. missions.

Both ECOMOG and UNAMSIL peacekeepers have sexually exploited women and solicited child prostitutes.

V1. EFFECTS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Health

Sexual violence often continues to impact the physical and mental well-being of survivors long after the
abuses were committed. In addition to the reluctance of some survivors to seek medical treatment, the lack of
health facilities, especially in the provinces, as well as the survivors’ lack of money for transport, medical
treatment and drugs has meant that the health status of survivors is poor.'™ Survivors also were often only able to
seek medical treatment months after the abuse had happened, for example when they managed to escape rebel
captors and make their way to a health center.

The probability of transmission of HIV and certain other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) is greatly
increased in violent sex and any sex where a woman or girl is injured. Doctors and other health personnel
interviewed by Human Rights Watch reported a high prevalence of STDs amongst victims, as the armed conflict
in Sierra Leone, like other armed conflicts, served as a vector for sexually transmitted diseases.'”

A World Health Organization (WHO) report found an alarmingly high prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS
amongst Sierra Leone Army soldiers. According to the report, the SLA tested 176 soldiers and eighty-two
civilians working for the army who had prolonged diarrhea, tuberculosis, weight loss or pneumonia, and found a
HIV-positive rate of 41.9 percent (or 108 persons). Among the group tested were eighty female soldiers of whom
thirty tested positive (37.5 percent). As many SLA soldiers defected to the rebel factions, it is likely that victims
of sexual violence by them have been infected with the virus.'”> A U.N. report on the impact of conflict on
children states that rates of sexually transmitted diseases among soldiers are two to five times higher than those of
civilian populations, and that during armed conflict the rate of infection can be up to fifty times higher."”
Commercial sexual exploitation of women by soldiers, including peacekeepers, also contributes to the spread of

7% PHR report, p. 45.

""" Human Rights Watch interviews with Dr. Olayinka Koso-Thomas, Frectown, February 25, 2002; Dr. Noah Conteh,
Freetown, March 1, 2002 and Dr. Bernard Fraser, Freetown, March 3, 2002.

"2 World Health Organization, HIV/AIDS in Sierra Leone: The Future at Stake—The Strategic and Organizational Context
and Recommendations for Action (Freetown, 2000), p. 3.

173 See United Nations Security Council resolution 1308 on the responsibility of the Security Councit in the maintenance of
international peace and security: HIV/AIDS and international peacekeeping operations, July 17, 2000; and Graga Machel,
“The Impact of Armed Conflict on Children: A critical review of progress made and obstacles encountered in increasing
protection for war-affected children,” report prepared for and presented at the International Conference on War-Affected
Children, September 2000, Winnipeg, Canada, p. 12, at http://www.waraffectedchildren.gc.ca/machel-e.asp.
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STDs, including HIV/AIDS." In 1997, tests showed that 70.6 percent of commercial sex workers in Freetown
were HIV positive compared to 26.7 percent in 1995."%

The 2002 report by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) on the global AIDS
epidemic estimated that by the end of 2001 there were 170,000 persons aged between fifteen and forty-nine living
with HIV/AIDS in Sierra Leone. UNAIDS estimates that more than 50 percent of this figure (90,000) are women
and girls."”® More accurate figures on HIV/AIDS prevalence in Sierra Leone, as opposed to estimates, should be
known when the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) publish their report based on a
nationwide HIV/AIDS prevalence survey conducted in May 2002.'”” The government of Sierra Leone should
ensure that future information campaigns on HIV/AIDS are designed both to impart basic information and to help
reduce stigma, especially in light of the large number of survivors of sexual violence who may have been infected
with HIV,

Other health problems are vasico-vaginal and vasico-rectal fistulas (VVFs and VRFs), as a result of the
rape(s) especially of young girls but also of mature women; complications when giving birth; prolapsed uterus;
trauma; and unwanted pregnancies. Health professionals have noted high rates of pregnancies amongst young
girls with likely resultant illness, injury, and even death, due to pregnancy-related complications. These girls are
likely to experience future complications including uterine problems and scarring, reducing their ability to have a
normal sex life or to conceive or carry a child to full term in the future. The health of children born to abducted
girls is also likely to suffer as the girls often have no one to teach them motherhood skills, contributing to high
rates of infant mortality. The health risks are further exacerbated by various factors that impede safe sex,
including lack of information about HIV/AIDS, as well as cultural practices and beliefs that undermine the use of
reproductive health services and contraception.'”® The lack of attention paid until recently to conflict-related
sexual violence has meant that the health needs of women and girls have not received as much attention or
funding as required to adequately address the scale of the problem. In general the Sierra Leonean health services
lack trained and motivated personnel, medical equipment and supplies, drugs, and blood for transfusion. The
reproductive health infrastructure, which was poor before 1991, virtually collapsed during the war.'” There are
only six specialist obstetricians and gynecologists in Sierra Leone.'® Treatment for sexually transmitted diseases
is limited to the main towns and outreach by mobile clinics in some chiefdoms.

Mental health services for survivors of sexual violence are inadequate and as of 2002 there was only one
qualified psychiatrist in the country. FAWE Sierra Leone, which has substantial expertise in treating survivors of

" Human Rights Watch interview, UNAMSIL medical personnel, Freetown, April 30, 2002.

'"* Ministry of Health and Sanitation, National AIDS/STD Control Programme Annual Report for 1998 (Freetown, Ministry
of Health and Sanitation, 1998), p. 3.

" UNAIDS, Report on the Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic 2002 at http://www.unaids.org/, p. 190. This figure is based on a
total population of 4,587,000,

" Human Rights Watch interview with Dr. Joaquim Saweka (WHO Sierra Leone Representative), Freetown, May 3, 2002.
The preliminary results of the CDC showed a prevalence rate of 4.9 percent.

"7 Only 297 of 4,923 women (or 6 percent) surveyed by the government in 2000 reported that they used contraceptives. This
low prevalence of contraception use is due to lack of access to family planning services within the communities, inadequate
health facilities, especially in the provinces, lack of disposable income to pay for these services, and the low education of
women. Only 3 percent of women with no education used contraception compared to 8 percent of women with primary
cducation and 14 percent of women with secondary or higher education. Another worrying factor is the unwillingness of
partners to use condoms, which does not bode well given the high prevalence of HIV/AIDS and other STDs. See
Government of Sierra Leone, The Status of Women and Children in Sierra Leone, pp. 55-58.

'’ UNDP, Human Development Report 2001, p. 198.

' WHO and the M inistry of Health and Sanitation, Assessmens of District Hospitals in Sierra Leone Jor the Delivery of Safe
Motherhood and Reproductive Health Services (Freetown: 2002), p. 10. The Assessment also found that physicians attended
only 3 percent of births whereas traditional birth attendants assisted in 38 percent of births nationally. Ibid. pp. 56-57. Only
10 percent of 4,923 women surveyed by the government in 2000 reported that they received antenatal care from a physician.
See Government of Sierra Leone, The Status of Women and Children in Sierra Leone, p. 10.
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sexual violence, believes that counseling on a massive scale is needed to ensure that the women and girls can face
the future."®’

Stigmatization and Shame of Survivors

The rebels frequently committed crimes of sexual violence in public places. A.M., a twenty-year-old male,
reported that when he was held in captivity in State House in Freetown from January 8, 1999 for three days, he
saw from his cell window RUF/AFRC combatants raping about twenty to twenty-five girls each night on the
grounds.'® Given that rape has been committed on such a systematic and widespread scale and was witnessed by
many people, it seems that rape survivors, particularly in urban centers, are generally not stigmatized by society.
Survivors interviewed have expressed fear of rejection by their families and communities, but in practice it seems
that their fears are unfounded. Most survivors are accepted back into their communities, with their families simply
overjoyed to find that they are still alive.

Nevertheless, some women, like R.K. who was raped by the CDF (see above, p. 48), have been rejected by
their husbands:

I told my husband what happened. He cried and rejected me. He said he will find another wife.
My family has begged him to accept me as it was not my fault. He does not love me anymore. I @
am annoyed because 1 was the senior wife and now he does not treat me well.'®

Girls and women who voluntarily joined the rebel forces are less likely to be welcomed back.

The survey conducted by Physicians for Human Rights gives an indication of survival strategies employed
by women who had been raped: of the ninety-four interviewees reporting having themselves experienced sexual
violence, sixty-one (or 65 percent) told someone about their case(s) of sexual violence. The majority of these
survivors (fifty women and girls or 53 percent) reported their experience to a health care provider in a hospital,
health care center or to a traditional healer, albeit on average five months after the incident(s) occurred. Among
those not reporting these incidents and who stated a reason (twenty-eight out of thirty-three), the reasons given
were feelings of shame or social stigma (eighteen women and girls or 64 percent), fear of being stigmatized or
rejected (eight women and girls or 28 percent) and not having trust in anyone (six women and girls or 21 percent).
Eighteen women and girls (19 percent) reported that discussions with family members helped them to try to forget
about the incident(s). Other survivors reported that what helped most was to try and forget about the incident (46
percent),ws:upport of family (35 percent), a health care provider (33 percent) and traditional medicine (32
percent).

Human Rights Watch also found that many survivors feel intense personal shame that the rebels have defiled
them, and therefore often do not report the crime or seek medical attention. S.G., the fifty-year-old widow who
had both arms amputated after being raped (see above p. 36), described the shame and anger she felt after her ‘g
ordeal:

[ didn’t even tell my people about the rape. It’s such a shameful act. Not just because of the
rebel’s age, but also because never in my life have I had sex with someone besides my husband. I
was a good woman. Can you imagine how I felt when this young boy raped me, kicked me and
then told me to get out of his sight after doing this to me? And without my arms, how can[ as a
woman even clean myself, let alone take care of my affairs. We’re farmers and how am I to farm
now? Both the rape and amputation are awful ... but later when thinking about what happened, 1
was even angrier about the rape than the amputation because for him to have done that to me was

' {uman Rights Watch interview with Christiana Thorpe (founding chairperson of FAWE Sierra Leone Chapter), Freetown,
March 22, 2002.

'2 Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, April 12, 1999.

'®) Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, August 21, 2000.

'* PHR report, p. 51 and Table 6 on p. 54. Women could select more than one of the choices given.
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like killing me inside because of the shame. Sex is something you should enjoy together with
your man. But to do it like that, to handle me like that, to torture me like that and then kick me
and leave me like that ... it’s too much. But I guess I was somehow lucky. There could have been
ten people doing that to me.'®

P.S. twenty-five, who was abducted and gang raped by the West Side Boys in January 2000, explained why
she had not reported her rapes:

[ didn’t want to tell anyone what happened. I was ashamed because it is bad enough being done
like this, but having a rebel do it is even worse. I felt so bad because I wanted to save myself for
someone special. [ went to secret society and they instructed us not to be involved in sex until we
were x;esgady to marry. And now I’'m afraid because of AIDS. When I think of them I feel so

angry.

VIL. INTERNATIONAL LEGAL PROTECTIONS AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

Introduction'®’

Women and girls have, since time immemorial, been subjected to sexual and gender-based violence,
including rape and sexual slavery, during armed conflict. Mass rape of women and girls was documented during
the Second World War as well as in more recent conflicts in such diverse countries as the former Yugoslavia,
Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo.'™ Sexual violence has traditionally been considered as the
inevitable by-product of armed conflict and has been mischaracterized by military and political leaders as a
private crime or the unfortunate behavior of renegade soldiers. The use of rape as a weapon of war, however,
means that rape is not a private or incidental crime. Rape as a weapon of war serves a strategic function and acts
as an integral tool for achieving military objectives.

Conflict-related rape is an act of violence that targets sexuality, but it is also a military and political tool. It
functions to subjugate and humiliate both the women and men within the targeted community. Furthermore, rape
is generally not committed in isolation and victims are often subjected to multiple human rights abuses, which
serve to further traumatize the survivor. In conflicts in which civilians are the principal targets, sexual violence
has become an even more deliberate and insidious weapon of war. In the former Yugoslavia, for example, rape
and other grave abuses committed by Serb forces were with the intent to drive the non-Serb population from their
homes and communities.

"% Human Rights Watch interview, Bo, March 2, 2000.

'* Human Rights Watch interview, Freetown, February 8, 2000.

'8” Some of the information in this section was published previously in Human Rights Watch Women's Rights Project, The
Global Report on Women's Human Rights (New York: Human Rights Watch, 1995); and Dorothy Q. Thomas and Regan E.
Ralph, “Rape in War: Challenging The Tradition of Impunity,” SA/S Review (Washington D.C.: John Hopkins University
Press, Winter-Spring 1994). :

'#3See for example Human Rights Watch, War Crimes in Bosnia-Hercegovina: UN. Cease-Fire Won't Help Banja Luka
Volume 6, Issue 8, June 1994, http://www.hrw.org/reports/1994/bosnia2/; Human Rights Watch, Bosnia-Hercegovina: The
Fall of Srebrenica and the Failure of ULN. Peacekeeping, Vol. 7, No. 13, October 1995,
http://www.hrw.org/summaries/s.bosnia9510.html; Human Rights Watch, Bosnia and Hercegovina, A Closed, Dark Place:
Past and Present Human Rights Abuses in Foca, Vol. 10, No. 6 (D), July 1998, hitp://www hrw.org/reports98/foca/; Human
Rights Watch/Africa, Human Rights Watch Women's Rights Project, Fédération Internationale des Ligues des Droits de
'Homme, Human Rights Watch, Shattered Lives: Sexual Violence during the Rwandan Genocide and its Aftermath,
September 1996, http://www.hrw.org/reports/1996/Rwanda.htm; Human Rights Watch, The War Within the War: Sexual
Violence Against Women and Girls in Eastern Congo, June 2002, http://www .hrw.org/reports/2002/drc/; Human Rights
Watch, Democratic Republic of Congo, War Crimes in Kisangani: The Response of Rwandan-backed Rebels to the May
2002 Mutiny, Vol. 14, No 6 (A), August 2002, http://hrw.org/reports/2002/drc2/; United Nations, Preliminary report
submitted by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy,
in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 1994/45, E/CN.4/1995/42 (United Nations, 1994), p. 64.
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VIII. TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE MECHANISMS FOR SIERRA LEONE

Two transitional justice mechanisms are currently underway to address the cycle of impunity in Sierra
Leone: a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and a Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL). Both bodies
became operational in the third quarter of 2002.

The Lomé Amnesty

The Lomé Peace Agreement of July 7, 1999, controversially provided for amnesty for combatants in the civil
war. Under Article 9 (1), Sankoh was granted an absolute and free pardon (he had been convicted and sentenced
to death for his involvement in the 1997 coup); and under Article 9 (3) the government was required to ensure that
“no official or judicial action is taken against any member of the RUF/SL, ex-AFRC, ex-SLA or CDF in respect
to anything done by them in pursuit of their objectives as members of those organizations, since March 1991, up
to the time of signing of the present Agreement....”*** At the last minute, the U.N. secretary-general’s special
representative attending the talks added a hand-written caveat that the U.N. held the understanding that the
amnesty and pardon provided for in Article 9 did not apply to international crimes of genocide, crimes against
humanity, war crimes, and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.

Under international law, states have an erga omnes obligation—in other words a duty owed to the whole
international community—to investigate and prosecute crimes against humanity, genocide and torture even if this
means that amnesty laws are in effect annulled. This means that Sierra Leone therefore has an obligation under
international law to prosecute those who committed crimes against humanity and torture, irrespective of the Lomé
Amnesty and the setting up of the SCSL. Other states also have an obligation to prosecute these crimes based on
the principle of universal jurisdiction (see below at p. 66 for a discussion on this principle). Crimes committed in
the post-Lomé period fall outside the amnesty and can be prosecuted under domestic law.

The granting of an amnesty may also be challenged under the Sierra Leonean constitution and international
law, as being against the fundamental legal principle of the state’s duty to provide an effective remedy against
official violation of guaranteed rights. The U.N. Human Rights Commission has ruled that “States may not
deprive individuals of the right to an effective remedy, including compensation and such rehabilitation as may be
possible.”** A duty to revoke the amnesty retroactively may even arise under international law. Several Sierra
Leonean lawyers have discussed the issue of the amnesty’s constitutionality and whether to challenge it in court.

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

The 1999 Lomé Peace Agreement provides for the establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
which was conceived by nongovernmental organizations attending the peace talks as a counterbalance to the
amnesty granted to all parties. Under the peace agreement, the TRC was to be established to “address impunity,
break the cycle of violence, provide a forum for both the victims and perpetrators of human rights violations to
tell their story, [and] get a clear picture of the past in order to facilitate genuine healing and reconciliation. ...”**

The commission should have been established within ninety days after the signing of the peace agreement,
but the Sierra Leonean Parliament did not pass the Truth and Reconciliation Act establishing the TRC until
February 2000. Its establishment was further delayed due to the renewed outbreak of fighting in May 2000, and
lack of political will of both the government and the international community. As the selection process for the
commissioners took longer than planned, the government also decided to delay the commencement of the TRC
until after the May 2002 elections to ensure that the TRC would not be politicized by the elections. The activities
of the TRC may well be further hampered by funding shortfalls. Only U.S. $1.5 million had been pledged as of
June 2002, partially because the Office of the UN. High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) did not

43 Article 9 of the 1999 Lomé Peace Agreement.
44 Robertson, Crimes against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice, p. 260.
3 Article 26 (1) of the 1999 Lomé Peace Agreement.
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launch the funding appeal until January 25, 2002. Its total planned budget was reduced from almost U.S. $10
million to U.S. $6,276,440 in August 2002 and has remained unchanged since then.*¢

On May 13, 2002, President Kabbah announced the seven commissioners. The four Sierra Leoneans are: Rt.
Rev. Dr. Joseph C. Humper; Justice Laura A. E. Marcus-Jones; Prof. John A. Kamara; and Mr. Sylvanus Torto.
The three international commissioners are: Madam Ajaaratai Satang Jow (Gambia); Ms. Yasmin L. Sooka (South
Africa); and Professor William Schabas (Canada). The commission had a three-month preparatory phase, which
started in July 2002, and must wrap up its activities and submit a report within twelve months of the start of
hearings, which as of this writing have not yet begun.**’ An interim executive secretariat headed by the Sierra
Leonean lawyer Yasmin Jusu-Sheriff and staffed with eight other members was established to support the work of
the commissioners. The budget will be used to establish the secretariat of the commission in Frestown, which will
support the seven commissioners and the office of the executive secretary. In addition, it is likely that six
operational units will be established to provide support to the commissioners and the executive secretary.”** The
establishment of regional offices is also provided for under the Act and should encourage Sierra Leonean
participation and ownership of the process. These offices are expected to begin functioning in early 2003.24°

The TRC’s mandate is “to create an impartial historical record of violations and abuses of human rights and
international humanitarian law related to the armed conflict in Sierra Leone, from the beginning of the armed
conflict in 1991 to the signing of the Lomé Peace Agreement, to address impunity; to respond to the needs of the
victims; to promote healing and reconciliation and to prevent a repetition of the violations and abuses suffered,”*°
The commission is called upon to give special attention to the subject of sexual abuse and may also implement
“special procedures to address the needs of such particular victims as children or those who have suffered sexual
abuse ...”**' Any committees formed by the commission to assist it in the performance of its functions should also
take into account gender representation,?*

Both the UNAMSIL human rights unit and NGOs have conducted sensitization activities, mainly in the key
urban centers, to ensure Sierra Leonean awareness of the process, but at the time of writing, there was still
considerable confusion about the role of the TRC, especially in relation to the Special Court for Sierra Leone
(SCSL).

Human Rights Watch believes that the work of the TRC would be greatly enhanced were the staff of the
TRC to be gender-balanced with women represented at all levels and to include persons with expertise in sexual
and gender-based violence. The gender adviser, expected to take up the post in January 2003, should provide
gender sensitization training and ensure that the work of the TRC, including investigations and hearings, are
carried out in a sensitive manner. Human Rights Watch recommends that the TRC explore the relationship
between the widespread and systematic nature of conflict-related sexual violence and the low status of and
discrimination against women. The final report on the findings of the TRC should highlight gender-specific
abuses committed throughout the Country during the armed conflict. The TRC should also make recommendations
on improvements to the law and judicial system toward eliminating the discriminatory nature of customary and
general law, and on legal reform and human rights training for government authorities, including members of the
criminal justice system. The report should highlight the need for increased assistance (shelter, medical care,
education, skills training, mental health programs, etc.) for women, as well as for strengthening existing women'’s
groups through capacity building.

**¢ Human Rights Watch telephone interview with TRC staff, November 14, 2002.

*7 The TRC can extend its operations for another six months provided that good cause is shown. TRC Act 2000, Section 5
(1). See http://www sierra-leone.org/trcact2000.html.

* The six operational units will probably be: Administration and Programming; Public Information and Education; Legal;
Investigation; Research; Reconciliation and Protection.

*** Human Rights Watch telephone interview with TRC staff, November 14, 2002.

B0 TRC Act 2000, Section 6 (1). See http://www sierra-leone.org/trcact2000.html.

! Ibid., Section 6 (2) (b) and 7 (4) respectively.

*? Ibid., Section 10 (2).
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Following the hostage taking of over 500 U.N. peacekeepers and the renewed outbreak of fighting between
the RUF and government forces in May 2000, the government of Sierra Leone requested that the UN, assist in
establishing a court “to try and bring to credible justice those members of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
and their accomplices responsible for committing crimes against the people of Sierra Leone and for the taking of
U.N. peacekeepers as hostages.””*> The government expressly mentioned that the RUF, in reneging on their
obligations under the Lomé Peace Agreement, continued to subject many women and children to human rights
abuses, including sexual slavery. On August 14, 2000, the U.N. Security Council passed Resolution 1315
requesting the secretary-general to negotiate with the Sierra Leonean government an agreement for the
establishment of a special court.

Due to delays in funding contributions and agreement on key substantive matters, the agreement between the
government and the U.N. to establish the Special Court for Sierra Leone was not signed until January 16, 2002,
The total budget for the SCSL is U.S. $56.8 million. The first year of the court has been fuily funded and pledges
have been received for the second year.””® The secretary-general appointed the prosecutor and registrar on April
19, 2002, and it is hoped that the first trials will commence in the second quarter of 2003.%® Given budgetary
constraints, it is likely that only a limited number of persons will be tried, perhaps as few as twenty.

The SCSL differs in notable ways from the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. Firstly, it is based on an agreement between the govemment and
the U.N. and was not established by a Security Council resolution under Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter. This
means that the Special Court does not have the power to require international cooperation.”®’ Secondly, the SCSL
is a hybrid court relying on both international and domestic laws. The professional and support staff of the court
will be a mix of Sierra Leonean and foreign nationals.

Article 1 of the SCSL provides that the court has the competence to try “persons who bear the greatest
responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law committed in the
territory of Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996”2

Other crimes that the court has the jurisdiction to prosecute are provided under Article 2 to Article 6. Under
Article 2, which defines the crimes against humanity that the SCSL has the power to prosecute, the following
crimes of sexual violence are specified: “rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy and any
other form of sexual violence.”*® Rape, enforced prostitution and any form of indecent assault can also be
prosecuted as violations of Common Article 3 to the Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II as stated
under Article 3 of the statute. Under Article 4, specific serious violations of international humanitarian law are
enumerated, including intentionally attacking civilians and the recruitment of children under fifteen years old into

3 Letter dated June 12, 2000 and addressed by the president of Sierra Leone to the U.N. secretary-general. Letter and
annexed Suggested Framework for the Special Court.

254 Agreement between the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone on the Establishment of a Special Court for
Sierra Leone at http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/reports/2000/9 1 5e.pdf.

5 Human Rights Watch telephone interview with Robin Vincent (registrar of the SCSL), U.K., July 4, 2002.

7% §/2002/246, Letter dated March 6, 2002 from the secretary-general addressed to the president of the Security Council.
David Crane, a prosecutor for the U.S. Department of Defence, was appointed as prosecutor and Robin Vincent of the UK.
was appointed as the registrar.

57 See also letter from Human Rights Watch to members of the Security Council and other interested states dated September
27, 2001. Under Chapter VII, which is entitled " Action with respect to threats to the peace, breaches of the peace, and acts of
aggression,” the Security Council can decide to take non-military and/or military action against states that threaten
international peace and security. Decisions taken by the Security Council under Chapter VII—which should be read in
conjunction with Article 24, which confers primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security to
the Security Council, and Article 25, under which U.N. member states agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the
Security Council—are binding on member states.

8 Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone at http://www sierra-leone.org/documents-specialcourt.html.

% The other crimes against humanity are: murder; enslavement; deportation; imprisonment; torture; persecution on political,
racial, ethnic or religious grounds; and other inhuman acts.
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the armed forces. With the unanimous adoption by the U.N. General Assembly of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in May 2000, however, the minimum age for any conscription or
forced recruitment has been raised to eighteen.’' Under Article 5, gender-based crimes can also be prosecuted
under domestic law provisions. However, as these provisions do not meet international standards in terms of
definition of crimes and punishment, they should not be applied.?

In accordance with the U.N.’s statement that it did not recognize the Lomé amnesty as it purported to apply

to genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international humanitarian law,
Article 10 of the court’s statute states:

An amnesty granted to any person falling within the jurisdiction of the Special Court in respect of
the crimes referred to in articles 2 to 4 of the present Statute shall not be a bar to prosecution,*s*

This means that those bearing the greatest responsibility for crimes against humanity (Article 2); violations
of Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II (Article 3); and other serious
violations of international humanitarian !g,w (Article 4) can be prosecuted for their crimes.
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IX. THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE

National Response

Climate of Impunity

Human Rights Watch is not aware of any prosecutions in the Sierra Leonean courts of any cases of conflict-
related sexual violence or other human rights abuses. The lack of both categories of prosecutions is due to a
number of factors. Firstly, many survivors simply want to try to forget about the sexual violence and other human
rights abuses they have been subjected to and just get on with their lives in post-conflict Sierra Leone, which for
many is a daily struggle. Secondly, some women and girls fear reprisals. According to the survey conducted by
Physicians for Human Rights, thirteen (or 25 percent) of the fifty-one respondents indicating that their perpetrator
should not be punished, expressed this fear.”™* Thirdly, women and girls are often ashamed of what happened to
them and are therefore reluctant to present themselves in court. Fourthly, women and girls have little faith in the
criminal justice system or the customary law system, which were never equipped to deal with crimes of such
widespread and systematic nature. If a survivor of sexual violence does decide to prosecute, she is likely to be
retraumatized by the whole experience given the very poor track record of the Sierra Leonean criminal justice
system. Fifthly, many women and girls lack the financial means to access the court system. As women are
generally economically dependent on men, many women who have initiated prosecution of non-conflict-related
sexual violence, have dropped their cases once they realize that their husband may be sentenced to prison
(dependency means that a previously abducted woman or girl who is still with her rebel “husband” is even more
unlikely to bring any charges against him). Sixthly, victims are often not even aware of their rights, given high
illiteracy rates, prevalent societal attitudes towards sexual violence, and women’s low status in Sierra Leonean
society. Many rural women and girls, in particular, see little value in the formal court system as there is often no
financial or material benefit from bringing a case. Attitudes towards sexual violence, and the subordinate status of
women and girls, mean that there is considerable societal pressure for women not to bring cases before the courts
that could bring shame to the extended family, such as sexual violence cases.

The climate of impunity means that violence against women and girls remains a serious problem in post-
conflict Sierra Leone. Rape continues to be committed by former rebels, members of the CDF and by civilians
who are used to doing what they want with women by forSe and with impunity. A lawyer who practices in the
Eastern Province reported to Human Rights Watch that of the rape victims he was currently representing at least
50 percent had been raped by civilians and the remainder by former combatants.?”* Girls continue to suffer the
greatest number of sexual assaults: a lawyer who practices in the Freetown area reported to Human Rights Watch
that of the at least fifty rape victims she represcnted at the time of writing, 98 percent are under fourteen years
0ld.””® Although there are no reliable statistics on the incidence of sexual or domestic violence, the police doctor
in Connaught Hospital in Freetown, which is the lar%est government-run hospital in the country, sees about thirty
victims of recent rape and sexual assault per month.?”” For the reasons enumerated above, this figure is likely to

72 N Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/1, April 6, 1999.

7 United Nations, Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women E/CN.4/2002/83/Add. 2, 2002, para. 78.

7 PHR report, pp. 53-55 and Table 7 at p. 56. Women could select more than one option.

¥’ Human Rights Watch interview with Abdulai Bangurah (lawyer), Freetown, March 15, 2002.

" Human Rights Watch interview with Claire Fatu Hanciles (lawyer), Freetown, August 9, 2002.

*”7 Human Rights Watch interview with Bill Roberts and Anne Hewlett (respectively crime adviser and criminal investigation
trainer with the Commonwealth Community Safety and Security Project), Freetown, May 1, 2002.
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be the tip of the iceberg. Physicians for Human Rights found that 39 percent of respondents expressed concern
(“quite a bit” or “extremely worried”) about future sexual violence by family members, friends or civilian
strangers. Ninety-one women (or 9 percent of all respondents) had experienced sexual abuse, occurring at an
average age of fifteen, from family, friends or civilians during their lifetime.?’®

Despite all these problems, seventeen out of a total of ninety-four respondents (or 18 percent) reporting
sexual violence to Physicians for Human Rights supported punishment for “all those involved,” thirty women (or
32 percent) supported punishment for the perpetrators, and seventeen women (or 18 percent) supported
punishment for the commanders. Thirty-three women believed that punishment of perpetrators would prevent
sexual violence from happening to others.?”

Corrupt and Ineffective Judiciary

Lack of faith in the system, as the few women who have decided to prosecute non-conflict-related rape have
experienced, is fully justified. The Judiciary—which, prior to the conflict, barely existed in the provinces, and in
Freetown was only accessible to those who had sufficient funds—completely collapsed during the war. Many
lawyers fled the conflict, and much of the infrastructure, including the law courts in Freetown, was destroyed. The
low salaries of personnel working in the Judiciary have meant that magistrates, lawyers, and judges are easy
targets for bribery and/or intimidation. In addition to these problems, women who seek justice for crimes of
sexual violence have to contend with more gender-specific problems. The judiciary is dominated by men and
some of its older members, in particular, do not think rape is a serious crime and that the victims are generally to
blame. The legal processes are very cumbersome and open to corruption, factors which favor the perpetrator. At
the magistrates court level, it is up to the magistrate to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to submit a
case to the High Court and whether to grant bail. As the court system is so overburdened this phase can take
weeks or months, and it is not unusual for victims to have to appear over ten times before the case is handed on to
the High Court. Magistrates have also been known to grant bail even if the offender and victim live in the same
compound, which means that the victim is at risk at least of intimidation and even physical violence.”® Many
cases die in the magistrates courts, as victims run out of money, patience, and/or time. Cases at this stage are also
frequently dismissed, if, for example, the witnesses do not show in court (after three no shows, the case can be
dismissed): witnesses often decide against appearing in court for reasons including intimidation, ignorance of the
law, lack of transportation money, and the slow pace at which court cases proceed, or because they simply do not .
care. The requirement for corroborating evidence is often an obstacle to prosecution and violates international
norms. '

If the magistrate decides that there is sufficient evidence, the case is handed up to the High Court. Cases in
the High Court can also take months especially as there are also continuous indefinite adjournments to contend
with. There have been no High Court sittings in the provinces for the past six years, and cases in the provinces
have therefore been on indefinite hold. One offender who sexually assaulted two young girls spent five years in
pre-trail detention before being sentenced to two years for indecent assault—the five years already served in pre-
trial detelestlion were ignored by the court, thus putting the offender in detention for a total of seven years rather
than two.

Need for Law Reform

Both general and customary law offer little protection for women and girls (see above, “Women and Girls
Under Sierra Leonean Law”). The misinterpretation of the general law provisions pertaining to rape by members
of the criminal justice system means that girls are offered even less protection than adults. There 18 an urgent need
for the laws to be revised; the discriminatory provisions in both general and customary law should be removed
and brought into line with international standards of human rights, including in relation to the protection of
women and girls from violence. The law relating to rape, in particular, should be simplified as well as

8 PHR report, p. 49,
7 Ibid., p. 54.
¢ Human Rights Watch interview with John Bosco Alieu (lawyer), Freetown, February 26, 2002.

ol

3! Human Rights Watch interview with Abdulai Bangurah (lawyer), Freetown, March 15, 2002.
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strengthened. Specific legislation on domestic violence, which currently does not exist, should be introduced as
women seeking legal redress for domestic violence generally face even more difficulty in convincing the police
and members of the judiciary that their rights have been violated.?*? The constitution should also be amended to
remove the exemption for customary law and personal law from the prohibition on discrimination. Ending
discrimination under Customary law in practice will require a major public education exercise, but, as a start, staff
of local courts, especially those presiding over them, should be trained in relation to issues of discrimination and
the rights of women under the (revised) constitution and international human rights law. The judiciary and the
police force need to be trained on the new laws to ensure that they are properly applied.

The Sierra Leone Police

police lack basic investigation skills. Secondly, victims must be examined by state-employed doctors, including
police doctors, as only a state-employed doctor can present medical evidence in court. Both the police and other
state-employed doctors often charge money for these examinations even though they should be free of charge,
Thirdly, both the doctors and the police may be intimidated and/or bribed to drop the cases, or police may demand
money from plaintiffs before interviewing witnesses and arranging their transport to court. A nationwide system
of Family Support Units (FSUs) is in the process of being established with the support of the British-funded
Commonwealth Community Safety and Security Project (CCSSP) to deal with cases of sexual and domestic
violence.”®® To date, however, only a small number of police officers (approximately sixteen) have received some
training and much work remains to be done before the FSUs can deal with victims of sexual and domestic
violence in an appropriate manner.

The International Response

a year into Sierra Leone for humanitarian assistance. Within the overall humanitarian assistance program to Sierra
Leone, only a small percentage of funding is targeted to gender-related programs, notwithstanding the large
number of girls and women who have been affected by gender-specific abuses. This funding has also come very
late: there were no services specifically for survivors of sexual violence before 1999. After the January 1999
invasion of Freetown, the international community finally took note of the scale of sexual and gender-based

Reintegration (DDR) program consistently overlooked the assistance as well as protection needs of abducted
women and girls (see below).

\;,l Donor funding has contributed to education, adult literacy, health care, trauma counseling, and skills training

2 Charges of physical assault can be made under the 1861 Offenses Against the Person Act under sections 18 (wounding
with intent to maim; causing grievous bodily harm with intent; shooting with intent to maim), 20 (unlawful wounding) and 47
(assault, battery, actual bodily harm).

 Human Rights Watch interview with Bill Roberts and Anne Hewlett (respectively crime adviser and criminal investigation
trainer with the Commonwealth Community Safety and Security Project), Freetown, May 1, 2002,
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To date, funding for the judiciary has focused on the rehabilitation of the infrastructure of the judiciary, but
as the peace in Sierra Leone takes hold, donors, including the British government and the World Bank, are
considering funding desperately needed judicial reform programs.

The Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration program

The extent to which sexual violence, including sexual slavery, has been ignored throughout the war and in
the post-contflict phase is most evident by the lack of attention paid to the thousands of abducted women and girls
and their children. The Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) process has completely
overlooked the protection needs of these women and children. The lack of clear policy and procedural guidelines
on these abductees has meant that the responsibility for these women and girls fell between governmental
institutions and implementing agencies, resulting in an ad hoc, inappropriate and inadequate humanitarian
response. Little to no funding was allocated to the protection needs of abducted women and children and only a
small number of programs that provide education, skills training and counseling were established for them. This
important human rights issue was raised on numerous occasions at different levels with the relevant government
institutions, donor governments and the World Bank by UNAMSIL and nongovernmental organizations as well as
by World Bank consultants in confidential reports, but did not succeed in bringing about any concrete policy
decisions.

The needs of abducted girls and women should, however, be considered an inextricable part of the DDR
process and a priority issue that should have been addressed during meetings between the U.N. and government
officials or rebel leaders prior to the commencement of disarmament. The abducted girls and women should have
been registered and interviewed at the same time that their “husbands” entered the DDR program, with the
interviews conducted separately from the “husbands.” Information on alternative options could have been
disseminated at the DDR camps through social workers and orientation sessions. Alternatively, if it had been
possible to gain access to the abducted women and children in rebel-held areas before or during the DDR process
then contact should have been established to determine total numbers and inform them of the reintegration
support and alternative options available to them. Female social workers in the DDR camps could also have
counseled the abductees to help them understand the implications of their decisions, and that the decision is theirs.
Basic reproductive health services, including testing and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases, should also
be provided at DDR camps.

Donors and the government of Sierra Leone must redress their neglect of survivors’ protection needs by
drastically increasing funding for women’s programs and providing women with desperately needed assistance in
terms of health, education, trauma counseling, aduit literacy and skills training to promote their rehabilitation into
society. In addition, donors should fund legal reform and training programs for the judiciary and police, which
will contribute to increase the protection of women’s human rights. Donors should also learn from their failure in
Sierra Leone and ensure that DDR programs in other countries where large numbers of women and girls have
been abducted by the fighting forces, such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, do integrate the protection needs
of these abducted women and girls.**

United Kingdom

The U .K. has played a key role in restoring peace to Sierra Leone. During the May 2000 crisis, British troops
deployed to Sierra Leone, and a standby force was deployed offshore ready to provide additional support to
UNAMSIL and the Sierra Leone Army, if required. Since the May 2000 crisis, it has provided technical
assistance to most government departments and military training to the new SLA, and has publicly committed
itself to remain closely involved in Sierra Leone.

The U.K. is the biggest donor in Sierra Leone, and in 2002 contributed £100 million (approximately U.S.
$145 million) of which about £50 million (approximately U.S. $73 million) was disbursed through its
development agency, the Department for International Development (DFID). DFID-funded programs aim at

?* Human Rights Watch, The War within the War: Sexual Violence against Women and Girls in Eastern Congo (New York:
Human Rights Watch, 2002).
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strengthening the protection and promotion of women’s human rights. Since September 2001 , the Commonwealth
Community Safety and Security Project (CCSSP), which is funded by DFID and staffed only by British nationals,
has been working to establish a nationwide system of Family Support Units (FSUs) to deal with cases of sexual
and domestic violence. Under this system, only female police officers are supposed to interview female victims,
while both male and female police officers are responsible for interviewing suspects and witnesses. More officers
need to be trained in addition to the sixteen who have received training. As the force has few women, more
females need to be recruited so only female police officers interview victims of sexual and domestic violence. The
police officers in the FSUs lack strong leadership and require more training and close supervision to ensure that
victims are dealt with in a professional and sensitive manner.

DFID also funds a program to promote the participation of women in politics, especially in Parliament, as
well as university research into conflict-related sexual violence committed in January 1999.2% DFID has provided
£2.5 million (about U.S. $3.5 million) for a three year Law Development Program which aims at rehabilitating the
physical infrastructure of the court system, as well as providing training to administrative staff to ensure proper
record-keeping of cases. The Law Development Program is under review to determine its future strategy, in
particular with relation to legal reform, including customary law. DFID is currently considering funding a three-
year program that will establish sexual and physical assault referral centers across the country.

&
a The UK. has contributed a total of over U.S. $500,000 to the operations of the TRC and its Interim
Secretariat. The UK. has also pledged U.S. $9,110,000 over three years to the Special Court.

United States
In 1999, the U.S. put considerable pressure on the warring parties to seek a negotiated settlement. However,
following the breakdown of the peace process in 2000, U.S. policy revolved around ending external support for

strong supporter of the Special Court, has contributed U S, $5 million to this body, and pledged an additional $10
million. The U.S. has contributed $500,000 to the TRC.

After the May 2000 crisis, the U.S. initiated a program called Operation Focus Relief (OFR) to train and
equip seven battalions of West A frican troops for peacekeeping with UNAMSIL. In July 2002, the U.S. pledged
to help ECOWAS set up military bases for the rapid deployment of troops in conflict areas. The first steps in this
assistance program include the installation of a U.S, $5.3 million early-waming satellite communications system,
which will link the ECOWAS secretariat with observation centers in four ECOWAS countries.

European Union

The E.U. did not play a key role in responding to the armed conflict and to date has not been a major donor.
Since May 2000, the European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) has disbursed approximately €30
million (roughly the same in U.S. dollars) in Sierra Leone. Few ECHO-funded programs have directly targeted
women. ECHO has funded child protection programs, which have assisted child-mothers who became pregnant as
the result of conflict-related sexual violence.

5 A survey of 226 victims, conducted by the University of Sierra Leone Gender Research and Documentation Centre in
collaboration with the Sierra Leone Association of University Women (SLAUW), Médecins Sans F rontiéres, UNICEF and
FAWE Siemra Leone.
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As the situation in Sierra Leone stabilizes, the E.U. will increase its funding to Sierra Leone through the
European Development Fund (EDF), which from 2000 to 2002 disbursed €38 million on activities that supported
the return to democracy, rehabilitation of infrastructure and resettlement. From 2002 to 2007, a total of €144
million will be made available for disbursement through the EDF on activities that focus on the rehabilitation of
rural infrastructure, good governance and institutional capacity building. An additional €76 million can be spent
on activities outside of these two focal areas.

In 2002, the European Commission funded a two-year program that supports the reintegration of rape victims
and other war-affected persons through the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR).
Human rights-related programs funded through the EIDHR, which has €6 million for disbursement over the next
three years (2002-5), should include women'’s rights issues, which the EIDHR seeks to mainstream in all its
programs.’®

In addition to the U.K., other member states of the E.U. have bilaterally contributed to Sierra Leone. The
Netherlands, in particular, has since 1999 funded sexual and gender-based violence programs. The Dutch
government has also been a strong supporter of the Special Court and has contributed U.S. $11.4 million, which is
approximately 20 percent of the total budget. A donation for the TRC is being prepared at the time of writing, but
has not yet been formalized. A small budget for human rights programs was made available for 2002.

United Nations

Security Council, Secretary-General, and UNAMSIL

Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the members of the Security Council have devoted much attention to the
conflict in Sierra Leone. Kofi Annan visited the country in July 1999 and December 2000. The Security Council
has frequently denounced the egregious human rights abuses committed during the conflict, in particular by the
rebel factions, and has stressed the importance of protecting women in armed conflict.2s’

Following the failure of the U.N. peacekeeping missions in Somalia and Rwanda, there was substantial
pressure on the U.N. to ensure that the UNAMSIL peacekeeping mission would succeed when it was established
in October 1999.%*® After the slow initial deployment of peacekeepers, which led to the May 2000 crisis, the U.N.
committed itself to deploy 17,500 peacekeepers in Sierra Leone: UNAMSIL is the world’s largest and most
expensive peacekeeping mission, costing the international community over U.S. $700 miilion annually.m As of
March 31, 2002, there were 17,455 peacekeepers, 259 military observers, 87 civilian police officers as well as 322
international and 552 local civilian staff in Sierra Leone. The mission is now being hailed as a great success,
although Human Rights Watch has criticized UNAMSIL on numerous occasions for failing to fulfill its mandate
to protect the civilian population.”® In a June 19 report to the Security Council on UNAMSIL, the secretary-
general stated that the government security apparatus was not yet capable of protecting Sierra Leone from both
internal and external threats and warned that the international community must protect the major investments that
had made possible the progress achieved so far.”®' On September 24, the Security Council extended UNAMSIL’s
mandate for a further six months, but envisaged a reduction of 4,500 troops in the peacekeeping mission within
eight months. The resolution was based on the recommendation of a further report on UNAMSIL which laid out
benchmarks to govern the withdrawal of the U.N. from Sierra Leone, including the ability of the police and army

% Human Rights Watch interview with EIDHR representatives Andrew Kelly and Irene Corcillo and the Economic Adviser
to the E.U., René Mally, Freetown, April 10, 2002.

*7 In resolution 1370, the Security Council expressed “... its continued deep concem at the reports of human rights abuses
and attacks by the RUF and the Civil Defence Forces (CDF) ... against the civilian population, in particular the widespread
violation of the human rights of women and children, including sexual violence, {and] demands that these acts cease
immediately...” U.N. Security Council resolution 1370, S/RES/1370 (2001), September 18, 2001, para. 4.

28 {J.N. Security Council resolution 1270, S/RES/1270 (1999), October 22, 1999.

2 U.N. Security Council resolution 1346, S/RES/1346 (2001), March 30, 2001.

0 See Human Rights Watch letter addressed to Secretary-General Kofi Annan at http://www.org/press/2001/11/
annanltr.htm.

! Fourteenth Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone, $/2002/679, June 19, 2002.
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to maintain security, the successful re-integration of ex-combatants, and the situation in the broader sub-region.
The resolution also encouraged the government of Sierra Leone to “pay special attention to the needs of women
and children affected by the war,” and welcomed “the steps taken by UNAMSIL to prevent sexual abuse and
exploitation of women and children,” and encouraged the mission to continue to enforce a policy of “zero
tolerance” for such acts. The Security Council also called on states to bring to justice their own nationals
responsible for such crimes in Sierra Leone.*?

UNAMSIL was initially authorized to field fourteen human rights officers, but for the first two years of
UNAMSIL s existence, the human rights unit remained understaffed, which meant that human rights abuses were
not effectively monitored. At various times during the lifespan of UNAMSIL, the gender specialist post was not
filled. When UNAMSIL’s mandate was expanded to 17,500, the human rights unit was authorized to recruit six
additional human rights officers and most positions are currently filled. The Physicians for Human Rights report
on conflict-related sexual violence was produced in collaboration with the UNAMSIL human rights section and
has contributed to focusing the attention of the international community on the issue of sexual violence.

In October 2000, the Security Council held an Open Session on Women and Armed Conlflict and adopted
a resolution calling for documenting the impact of armed conflict on women and the role of women in peace-
building.”®® Since then the U.N. Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) has undertaken a major study on the
impact of armed conflict on women in more than ten countries around the world, including Sierra Leone. In
January 2002, a three-woman UNIFEM team visited Sierra Leone in connection with this study.” UNIFEM also
recently appointed a gender and AIDS adviser in Sierra Leone, who is tasked with strengthening the gender
division of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs and local women'’s groups as well as
mainstreaming gender in the TRC and Special Court for Sierra Leone. She will also research the relationship
between gender, conflict and HIV/AIDS with the aim to increase protection against HIV infection.”*

In November 2001, a team from the Training and Evaluation Service of the U.N. Department of
Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) conducted a two-week training on gender in peacekeeping. The program
involved over 1,000 UNAMSIL peacekeepers and civilian personnel from both Freetown and the provinces.
Local human rights activists and women’s organizations were invited in order to contribute a domestic
perspective on gender issues.

UNAMSIL has funded several women’s programs for survivors of sexual violence through various trust
funds. These trust funds are normally established for quick impact programs whilst the rehabilitation and
reintegration of women who have been abducted and subjected to sexual violence and sexual slavery should be
seen as long-term projects.

r@ Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

The then U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson visited Sierra Leone in June 1999,
while the Lomé peace negotiations were taking place. The purpose of the mission was “to support the peace
process, to encourage future programmes for the promotion and protection of human rights in the country, and to
draw attention to the plight of children, women and civilians bearing the brunt of the excesses in Sierra Leone.”¢
OHCHR has provided technical assistance for the establishment of the TRC, but was very slow to issue the
funding appeal for the TRC. OHCHR has also assisted in the drafting of the statute for the national human rights
commission provided under the Lomé Peace Agreement, but the establishment of this body has not progressed
beyond that point.

2 Fifteenth Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone, S/2002/987, September 5, 2002;
U.N. Security Council resolution 1436, S/RES/1436 (2002), September 24, 2002, paragraphs 14 and 15.

YN, Security Council resolution 1325, S/RES/1325 (2000), October 31, 2000.

%4 See the summary of the assessment’s findings at http://www.unifem.org/gov _pax_assessment.pdf.htm).

* Human Rights Watch interview with Jebbeh Forster (Gender and AIDS advisor to UNIFEM Sierra Leone), Freetown,
March 11 and April 15, 2002.

% United Nations, Sixth Report of the UN. secretary-general on the UN. Observer Mission in Sierra Leone (UNOMSIL),
5/1999/645, June 4, 1999, para. 39.
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The UN. Commission on Human Rights has condemned the human rights situation in Sierra Leone on
numerous occasions.”” In August 2001, Radhika Coomaraswamy, the commission’s special rapporteur on
violence against women, visited Sierra Leone to highlight the gender-specific abuses that thousands of women
and girls have been subjected to. She highlighted that “systematic and widespread rape and other sexual violence
has been a hallmark of the conflict in Sierra Leone” and noted that “the failure to investigate, prosecute and
punish those responsible for rape and other forms of sexual and gender-based violence has contributed to an
environment of impunity that perpetuates violence against women in Sierra Leone, including rape and domestic
violence.”””* She therefore stressed the need for accountability for these abuses.

World Bank

The World Bank established a multi-donor trust fund for the DDR program, which is now focused on the
reintegration of ex-combatants. As discussed above, the protection needs of abducted women and girls were
ignored by the DDR program even though World Bank consultants had raised this issue in their confidential
reports. In 2002, the World Bank agreed in principle to allocate U.S. $140 million to support reconstruction and
development efforts in Sierra Leone and U.S. $15 million to go towards HIV/AIDS prevention projects there.

X. CONCLUSION

The decade-long war in Sierra Leone has been characterized by egregious human rights abuses committed
primarily by the rebel forces against the civilian population. Throughout the conflict, thousands of women and
girls were raped and subjected to other forms of sexual violence of unimaginable brutality, including sexual
slavery. The low status of women and girls in Sierra Leone by law, custom and practice remains a coutributing
factor to their vulnerability and may have contributed to the widespread and systematic sexual violence. In
addition to the combatants’ motivation to achieve their strategic military objectives through terrorizing the
civilian population, the fact that sexual violence during the Sierra Leone conflict predominantly involved men
raping women reveals that conflict-related rape, like most rape, reflects this dynamic of gender inequality and
subordination. This assertion by men of their power over women is deeply imbedded in societal attitudes in Sierra
Leone. The international community and the government therefore need to think of creative ways to change these
deeply embedded attitudes.

The lack of attention paid until recently, both nationally and internationally, to the widespread and systematic
acts of sexual violence, sexual slavery and their consequences means that there are few assistance programs for
survivors. The international community and the government of Sierra Leone should drastically increase funding to
ensure that desperately needed health care, education, adult literacy, skills training, trauma counseling, and
income-generating schemes are provided. Nor have there been any prosecutions. Rape therefore continues with
impunity and it is little wonder that women and girls in post-conflict Sierra Leone remain vulnerable to non-
conflict-related violence, and are reluctant to seek legal redress in the domestic courts or even report the incident
given the country’s inefficient and corrupt criminal justice system. Although, the establishment of the Special
Court for Sierra Leone and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission should help to address this climate of
impunity, the domestic legal system must urgently be revised to ensure that crimes of sexual violence are
prosecuted in a sensitive manner. The international community therefore needs to fund legal reform and training

7 The Commission on Human Rights deplored “... the ongoing atrocities committed by the rebels, including murders, rape,
abductions ... calls for an end to all such acts.” U.N. Commission on Human Rights resolution 2000/24, April 18, 2000, para.
4. The Commission also expressed its grave concern “...at the targeting and abuse of women and girls that have been
committed in Sierra Leone by the Revolutionary United Front and others, including other armed groups, in particular murder,
sexual violence, rape, including systematic rape, sexual slavery and forced marriages...” U.N. Commission on Human Rights
resolution 2001/20, April 20, 2001, para. 2(b).

% United Nations, Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Radhika
Coomaraswamy, submitted in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 2001/49, Addendum, Mission to
Sierra Leone, E/CN.4/2002/83/Add.2 (United Nations, 2002), p. 2.
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programs for the criminal justice system as a whole, which has a key role in promoting and protecting the rights
of Sierra Leonean women and girls.
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This report was written by Louise Taylor, a consultant to Human Rights Watch, on the basis of interviews
conducted in Sierra Leone from February to June 2002. It is also based on testimonies collected by Corinne
Dufka, Human Rights Watch Africa Division researcher based in Sierra Leone, from 1999 to June 2002, and by
Ellen Vermeulen, consultant, from February 2000 to April 2001.
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—————————— Forwarded message -~--——-.___

Date: Wed, ¢ May 1998 15:24:22 +0200

From:Hazan.Gahigi@DHA.UNICC.ORG

To: OCHA.Standard.List.Africa@DHA.UNICC.ORG, ComEmerg..—.Main@DHA.UNICC.ORG,
ComEmerg..Sf.—.Sierra.Leone@DHA.UNICC.ORG

Subject: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 16-30 April'9sg

SIERRA LEONE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT
Period covered: 16-30 Aprii 1998

This report has been prepared by the office of the United Nations
Humanitarian Coordinator for Sierra Leone inp Conakry, Guinea

1. ECOMOG has continued to Prosecute the war against junta and RUF forces
in Kono and Kailahun districts with mixed results. Although ECoMog forces
are now in control of the towns of Daru, Pendembu and Koindu, junta forces
still occupy large areas in the four chiefdoms in the Eastern part of
Kailahun district, Casualties on both sides have been heavy. Some RUF have
moved from Kono district towards the North-East and have pPerpetrated
Several attacks near the towns of Kamakwie, Batkanu ang Makeni. Looting and
amputations are widespread.

2. ECOMOG Spokesmen have alleged that RUF fighters are being trained at a

camp in Lofa county in Northern Liberia. The Liberian Government has
rejected these allegations. \

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

3. President Kabbah has announced that col. Khobe, ECOMOG's Force Commander
in Sierra Leone, will act as his chief security advisger. Col. Khobe will be
reésponsible for Sierra Leone's national Security system and for Creating a
professional army. He will report directly to the President who is
Commander—in—Chief of the armed forces. all the nominations for cabinet .
POosts have been approved by Parliament and sworn into office. ’

4. The Attorney-Genera} and Minister of Justice have r'equested the Managing
Directors of four banks to freeze 93 accounts operated by deportees and
businessmen who owe the State income tax ang other sources of revenue. This
request i1s intended to Curb business malpactices.

HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS

5. The intensification of the fighting between EcoMog and junta / Ryf
forces in the East of Sierra Leone is creating a severe humanitarjan
situation. The most recent reports indicate a4 new influx of 54,000 Sierra
Leoneans into Vahun, Liberia and 90,000 into Guinea since the start of the
recent ECOMOG offensive against the AFRC/RUF in Kono and Kailahun
districts. Many of the Sierra Leonean refugees are reportedly Suffering
from a combination of malaria, respiratory disease, diarrhoea ang
malnutrition. UNHCR is Organising transport for the refugees from Vahun,
which is only 8 miles from the Sierra Leone border, to Kolahun, thus

http://iys.cidi.org/humanitarian&sr/98a/0026.html 26/04/2007
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BBC News | From Our Own Correspondent | Covering the battle for Freetown

now, or do we pull back? Is
it safe to speak to thig
armed man at that road
block, or is it better not to

try?

Most of the time only a local
journalist knows and -
understands the subtle
signs which can help
answer these questions.

But when the rebels
reached the centre of town,
these journalists, like almost
- all of the residents of
Freetown, had to go into hiding.

Ecomog forcas kept controi of
Freatown airport

Then the phones were cut by the fighting and the
rebels hit the power station. Added to the cut in
electricity, there was an information blackout as well,

Alrport base

The only safe place to be in Freetown was the airport.
Throughout the battle it was firmly in the hands of the
Ecomog troops who, with a mandate from the United
Nations and parily paid for by Britain, are defending the
elected Sierra Leone government against the rebals.

But the airport was not such a bad piace to be. Over
the months | have made friends with some of the
Nigenan officers and the people who work with them,
They allowed me to stay at the airport and report on the
operations of their rear base.

Eal | saw Nigerian air force jets
scream off on bombing
missions against the rebels.
| watched a Hercules
transport plane disgorge
hundreds of fresh Nlgerian
troops and then saw them
ferried into Freetown on a
military helicopter.

When the chopper returned
to the airport, it was usually
full of terrified civilians who
had been saved by the
Nigerians from the chaos in
the city. They were pitifully few compared with the
hundreds of thousands of people trapped there.

Extra Nigerian troops were
brought in

Slowly, as these evacuees told their stories, with tears
and terror still in their eyes, | built up a plcture of what
was going on.

http://ncws.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/25 7697.stm
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Civiiians abused

The horror of it was almost unbelievable. The rebels
were using the population as human shields. Gangs of
young men with guns, some high on drugs, were
forcing innocent peopie onto the streets and then
hiding among them, tried to advance against the
Nigerians.

Anyone who did not wave a white handkerchief as a
sign of support for the rebels, some of whom were boys
as young as sight, risked being shot or having their
house burned down.

5 S The citizens of Freetown
. q faced a dreadful dilemma.
I ™~ The government controiled
' ' . » radlo station told people to
stay Indoors. if not, they
would be considered a rebe|
and risked being shot by the
Nigerians. The rebels, on
the other hand, were teliing
them to stay out on the
streets.

- " Atone point a Nigerian
Symk:." civikan is se fighter-jet attacked a

gathering of peopie in the
Centre of the city because the pliot, following hig orders,
was told to hit any group which could be a rebej
concentration. | asked the commander of the Nigerian
forces about this incident and he replied angrily that he
would use the best weapon he had to deal with any
potential threat,

The sounds of war

After a few days at the Nigerian held alrport, | travelled
briefly into Freetown on board a military helicopter. The
hellcopter flew iow and fast to avoid possible rebel
snipers and landed inside a Nigerian military base at
the far western tip of the Freetown peninsula. Even in
this relatively safe part of town there was virtually
nobody on the streets.

I travelied a few, short miles from one Nigerian base to
another and heard the sounds of war. Mortar bombs
were exploding In the centre of the city. Nearer to the
terrifying shrapnel released by the mortars, people
were being killed.

A Nigerian general at the
military base assured me
that this was the sound of
his men bombarding the
rebels. But another source

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/ from_our_own_correspondent/ZS7697.stm 26/04/2007
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inside the city later told me
that the rebels had heavy
mortars as well.

Some of the rebels, for
sure, were poorty trained
elements out to loot and ki,
But others were hardened
combatants who knew how

to fight.

A few hours after reaching
Joumnalist Myles Tierney: Kiled ~ WeStern Freetown | leamt
by rebels that an American journalist |

had been working with a

few days before, Miles Tiemey, had been killed in the
centre of town by the rebels.

Another colleague, a Canadian, was severely wounded
in the incident with a bullet in the head. The death of
the joumnallst, a human tragedy in itself, illustrated just
how dangerous Freetown was for everybody there. His
name will be added to the long list of Sierra Leoneans,
Nigerians and others whose bodies are still being
collected and counted.

The journalists had been travelling in a convoy
organised by the Sierra Leonean Minister of
Information and they had 20 armed Nigerian soldiers to
protect them. The Minister said he thought that the
area they were travelling in was safe.

it was not.

I still do not know what has become of most of my
Sierra Leonean colleagues in Freetown.
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Back to top | BBC News Home | BBC Homepage | © B[B[C]

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/ from_our_own_correspondent/257697.stm 26/04/2007




€ Koo At

Front Page
Worid

UK

UK Politics
Business
Sci/Tech
Health
Education
Sport
Entertainment
Talking Point

b TIET R R

Saturday, February 13, 1009 Published at 05:24 GMT

World: Africa

Grim facts of Sierra Leone's
war

Mutilation of civillans was common practice. according to the report

A United Nations report has blamed rebel forces for
most of the atrocities during an attack on Sierra
Leone's capital Freetown last month, but has also
accused the Nigerian-led intervention force of carrying
out summary executions.

The UN observer mission to Sierra

SPECIAL hEPORT
numbers of random kilings,
T mutilations, and rapes and the
destruction of a fifth of the capital's
buildings.

Sierra
*¢<Ore s

CIVI ‘W

But the UN document also acknowledged that there
had been reports that the West African Peacekeeping
force Ecomog had been *summarily executing
detainees who were allegedly elther rebels or rebel
sympathisers”.

- The report said that the actual

Jon Leyne reports: number of civilian casualties
Muchofthe kiling  suffered during last month's attack
a‘ﬂ!ﬂlﬂ"!ﬂ on Freetown would never be known,

although one mortuary worker said
on 25 January that over 2,000 bodies of men, women
and children had aiready been disposed of.

A large number of bodies were believed to have been
left In ruined buildings or to have been hastliy buried on
waste ground.

Since rebel forces had renewed their offensive against
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Sierra Leone's democratically elected government in
December, conservative estimates put the total
casuatty figure at between 3,000 and 5,000, said the
UN report.

1 it says the rape of women
and girls appears to have

been standard practice for
the rebels.

Many of the soidiers on the
rebel side were children,
with some as young as

Rebels advancing through
Freetown on 6 and 7
January had “frequently
forced civilians into the
streets for use as human

Many rebel soldlers were
chiidren, the report said

shields".

Much of the killing had seemed to have been
completely arbitrary, the document said, and a number
of those interviewed had described "the execution of
the entire population of residential compounds” for
refusing to obey instructions to dance and make music
on the streets.

*Killing occasionally occurred in the context of games in

which people were lined up and the executioners
teasingly chose who to kill, and who to spare,” the
report said, adding that perpetrators were often said to
nave been under the influence of cocaine, other drugs
or alcohol.

Food crisis warning

UN Secretary-General Kofl
Annan presented the report
to a closed meeting of the
Security Council before its
public release on Friday.

The contents of the report
emerged as the UN World
| Food Programme wamed

capital threatens to put the
city's entire population at
risk of a large-scale food
crisis in as little as three
weeks.

Peacekeepers: Made no effort’' to
establish guilt of victims

Aithough human rights violations by the Nigerian-led
Ecomog force and Sierra Leone's Civil Defence Forces

http:/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/278774.stm
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did not match the scale of rebel atrocities, they were
nonetheless totally unacceptable, the report said.

Interrogation ‘inadequate’

Human rights monitors in Sierra Leone’'s UN observer
mission had witnessed one execution by the
peacekeeping force and said "witnesses of the highest
probity" had reported that they were present at others.

"Witnesses make clear that, in all cases, the
interrogation process was entirely inadequate and that
there was no real effort to establish the guilt or
innocence of execution victims," it said.
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"There are some
things they do which I
cannot explain. They
went to houses, killed
little children in the
houses."

Men and women with
bandaged stumps of
limbs told how the
rebels had attacked
them with machetes, '
CULting Off hands and  repug e oraring to
feet in order to

discourage them and others from supporting
the government.

Tens of thousands of people made homeless
by the war have taken refuge in a football
stadium. Most foreign aid workers have fled
the conflict, but local Slerra Leonean charities
are doing a good job distributing what food
ald they have available.

UK support for government

A British naval frigate,
HMS Norfolk, is off
the coast, helping to
co-ordinate aid plans,
and showing Britain's
support for the
democratically elected
government.

Shuffling between the
shlp and shore Is
United Kingdom High Penfold: UK must support
Commissloner Peter Sierra Leonean democracy
Penfold, an important

figure here. The Sierra Leone Government
sees him as one of their key backers. In the
past, he caused controversy back In London
because of his actlons. But he made no secret
of Britain's current role:

"It's always been a close link between Britaln
and Sierra Leone. When the Sierra Leoneans

decided to embrace democracy, we were very
much involved then.

"We want to be the lead with the international

community in supporting this restoration of
democracy," Mr Penfold concluded.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/263728.stm 26/04/2007
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Tense situation

The Nigerian troops
still have a heavy
presence on the
streets of Freetown,
and the situation
remains tense with
the rebel resistance
continuing in the
eastern end of the

city.

Volur.'teers are. Nigerian-led troaps control
queuing up to join the most of the city

Sierra Leone army,

which has been decimated by soldiers
defecting to the rebel side. However, unless
there is a lasting political solution to the
chronic instability, any new soldiers could end
up simply fighting a new war.

Even when Freetown is finally cleared of all
pockets of rebel resistance, the war could
continue in the countryside.
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Bockarie died a wanted man

8y Lucy Jones
8BC News Oniine

Slerra Leone warlord Sam Bockarie wiil be remembered for allegediy advocating a

particulariy horrific tactic of war: the deilberate and widespread practice of hacking off
the limbs, iips and ears of his victims,

Mr Bockarie, who died aged 40, was wanted by the United Nations-backed war crimes tribunal
for his alleged part In the atrocities

In his time, he was aiso a disco dancing champion, diamond miner, hairdresser, electrician and
waliter,

Known as "Mosquito" for his abllity to attack while peopile were off thelr guard - he was one of
the most feared guerrilia fighters to emerge from Sierra Leone's decade-long civil war which
ended in 2002.

He was aiso accused of being behind bloodshed, looting and rape In rebei-heid western Ivory
Coast where his Supporters have been held responsibie for the killing In April of the rebel ieader
Felix Doh.

He once said In an Interview: "I cannot tell how many people I have killed. When I am firing
during an attack, nobody can survive my bullets,

"I never wanted myself to be overiooked by my feliow men.*
He has spoken of a childhood of acute poverty in the jungles of eastern Silerra Leone,

His father could not afford schoolbooks - Mr Bockarie was lliterate - and he often went to bed
hungry.

Liberla connection
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is currently being tried by the war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone.

When Mr Sankoh temporarily left the scene in the late 1990s, his underlings gave the ra tag RUF
rebels a structure and - N ¢
@ - took the rich diamond mines of Siarra Lecne.

With money from diamonds, the RUF was able to buy weapons and communications equipment,

When he feil out with Mr Sankoh allegedly over diamonds in 1999, - ?

- 3
But internationaj pressure mounted forcing Mr Taylor to ask Mr Bockarie to leave in 2001.

The United Nations-backed war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone has accused the Liberjan
president of sheitering the warlord and another fugitive, Johnny Paui Koroma.

Body mystery

President Taylor, who Is under UN sanctions for allegedly backing the RUF, appears to have
bowed to the pressure,

Sanctions on his government have just been extended for 12 months and wiif be widened to
include the timber trade,

Liberian authorities Say Mr Bockarie was killed by Liberian forces as he tried to enter the country
from Ivory Coast with his bodyguards,

Story from BBC NEWS;
http://news.bbc.coAuk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/3006851.stm

Published: 2003/05/08 22:23:18 GMT

© BBC MMvI]
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nation's Mmineral
wealth.

Many foot Soldiers
were conscripted ,
through kidnapping or |
the temptation of
winning power and
status by wielding a
gun,

Many soidiers were enlisted
through drugs and brutality

—

Far from being a Puppet offshoot of the
Liberian factions, the RUF took on a jife of its

governments,

In May 1997, the RUF
Joined forces with a
group of junior army
soldiers, to overthrow
the elected
government of
President Ahmad
Tejan Kabbah,

-

Thel youthful
brutality and
swaggering self-
confidence, with
matted locks and
tattered clothes, Inspired terror in the adult
popuiation,

Foday Sankoh, known as
Papa by his followers

Discipline

Appearances belje thelr tight discipline and
fierce loyaity to commanders.

They travel light, care little for their personal
safety, and are at home in the thick forest
that comes to the very edge of the city.

The junta which the
RUF supported was
ousted by the west
African Intervention

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/aﬁ'ica/743684.stm
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force, Ecomog, in
February 1998, but
the rebel soldiers
returned a year later
to inflict more horrific
punishment on the
inhabitants of the
capital Freetown.

In the subseguent
peace process, which
gave the RUF a share

o Rebels have terrorised the
in government, there yiiian population

were allegation$'that

rebeis were continuing their familiar tactics of
.ﬁeii’berate mutilation, rape, sexual slavery and
“.Fn_yrder. s

w
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Sierra Leone: The balance of forces

As the fighting continues in Sierra Leone, BBC News Online looks at the strengths and weaknesses
of the different sides in the conflict - the rebels, the government troops with their allies, and -
caught in between - the UN forces:

RUF rebels

The rebels have shown they can take on detachments of United Nations peacekeepers and win.

Renowned for wanton barbarity, and staffed partly by child soldiers, the rebels are presenting a strong
challenge to the poorly-trained national army and the lightly-armed UN peacekeeping force.

Thanks to its wealth from the sale of diamonds, the RUF is believed to be well supplied with a variety of
weapons.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/low/africa/743718.stm 26/04/2007
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In March 1999 Human Rights Watch alleged that 68 tonnes of weapons flown from Ukraine to Burkina
Faso were diverted to the RUF.

The shipment apparently included Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, rocket-propelled grenades,
surface-to-air missiles and anti-tank weapons, and may have been only one of five such deliveries in
1998 and 1999.

It has been estimated that the RUF has 5,000 to 10,000 combat troops, though experts say the figure
would be higher if arms-carrying youngsters were included in the count.

As part of its efforts to disarm them the UN had taken 4,000 weapons from the rebels by the end of
April.

UN forces

The UN has complained that its peacekeeping operations are conducted on a shoestring, leading to
problems with equipment failure, while others say that the peacekeepers simply haven't got the powerful
weapons they need.

Defence analysts say a disciplined, well-armed force - such as the Western units sent to Bosnia and
Kosovo - would have little difficulty in deterring Foday Sankoh's Revolutionary United Front (RUF).

The BBC's defence correspondent, Jonathan Marcus, says that one of the problems of the existing UN
force is that its soldiers - from Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana, India, Guinea, Jordan and Zambia - have little
training for peacekeeping operations, and have no previous experience of working together.

The mandate of the UN force is to "stabilise" the situation, so it has the powers to shoot back and use
force, but in a battle at Masiaka, 220 Nigerian and Guinean soldiers were outgunned.

Armed with only light weapons, they were forced to withdraw when their ammunition ran out.

The UN force, meanwhile, currently numbers 8,700, well below its full strength of 11,000. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan has called for urgent reinforcements.

Pro-government forces
Aside from the UN, the forces facing the RUF are the Sierra Leonean Army (SLA) - which is currently

allied with the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) headed by former military ruler Johnny
Paul Koroma - and civil defence forces including the Kamajors, militiamen originally from a tribe of

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/1ow/africa/743718.stm 26/04/2007
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hunters.

The International Institute for Strategic Studies estimates the strength of the national armed forces at
3,000 poorly-armed men.

The British government has been training them, but a BBC regional analyst, Tom Porteous, says the
army's tendency to disintegrate in times of trouble means that it is of little use.

Soldiers have in the past defected both to the RUF and to Koroma's AFRC. Both of these groups took
part in a devastating invasion of Freetown in January 1999, and both joined the government after July's
peace deal. The AFRC remains loyal.

The Kamajors, led by Deputy Defence Minister Sam Hinga Norman, fought effectively against the
Koroma junta at the beginning of 1998, in an attack co-ordinated with the Nigerian-led West A frican
intervention force, Ecomog.

As Ecomog stormed Freetown, the Kamajors fought their way up through the country from their
stronghold in the south-east.

The recent history of Sierra Leone shows that mercenaries ... may be the best answer
Author, William Shawcross

Because of the successful experience of the Nigerian-led Ecomog forces the US is discussing the
possibility of financing the return of Nigerian battalions to the country to take on the RUF again.

Mercenary option

Other options could include hiring private military firms.

Tim Spicer, the director of Sandline - a British company at the centre of a scandal supplying arms to
ousted president Ahmad Tejan Kabbah two years ago - told London's Guardian newspaper that privately
run forces could put the RUF "right back in its box".

The author and journalist, William Shawcross, argued in the same newspaper that developed countries

should hire merceneries to enforce peace in Sierra Leone, if they were reluctant to send their own
soldiers.

http://news bbc.co.uk/2/low/africa/74371 8.stm 26/04/2007
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He said a group called Executive Ooutcomes had succeeded in protecting civilians in some areas from
rebel atrocities until President Kabbah was persuaded to make peace with the rebels, and, in the process,
to dispense with the company's services.

Related to this story:
Can the UN force restore peace? (09 May 00 | Africa)

Internet links: UN Mission in Sierra Leone |
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external internet sites

Front Page | World | UK | UK Politics | Business | Sci/Tech | Health | Education | Sport | Entertainment |
BBC SPORT>>

Front Page | World | UK | UK Politics | Business | Sci/Tech | Health | Education | Entertainment | Talking
Point | AudioVideo |

World Contents: Africa | Americas | Asia-Pacific | Europe | Middle East | South Asia | From Our Own
Correspondent | Letter From America |

Back to top | BBC News Home | BBC Homepage | ©

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/low/africa/743718.stm 26/04/2007




BBC NEWS | Africa | Diamonds: A rebel's best friend

(B |B|CINEYS

NEWS SPORT WEATHER WORLD SERVICE A-Z INDEX

You are in: Africa

News Front Page Monday, 15 May, 2000, 16:25 GMT 17:25 UK
sy Diamonds: A rebel's best
;iﬂTg friend
' S [IAMOND ROUTES TN STERRA LEONE
Africa R
Americas [
Asia-Pacific OMaknn |
aKnn ¥
Europe § '
Middie East BEIIF:1:7-WLCOLE Y
South Asia SIS ST |
UK B
) Business [ Bxué
:3 Entertainment i A
|- Science/Nature poeo
Technology _LIBERIA|
Health
_____________ ® Diumond mines
Talklng Point Diamond route
_____________ Arms route
mm Sierra L
In Depth REFTIETN
Programmes The clvll war In Slerra Leone has been

SEARCH

financed by dlamonds,
mmmwn been a conflict about w

and has always largely
ho controls the

116014 V. i¢y

Page 1 of 3

7

CRISIS;™

Click here for more
news and analysis

Key stories:
Dramatic rescue
The West Side Boys
Q8A: The background

British Ties
Britain's role
What next for Ux?

Timeline
Key dates

EXvaLKING POINT
What should happen to
Foday Sankoh?

See also:

09 May 00 | Africa
Can the UN force restore
peace?

mm fabulous prize of the country's dlamond
mines.

10 May 00 | Africa

SERVICES
Daily E-mait
News Ticker
Mobiie/PDAs

Text Only

Feedback

Heip

LANGUAGES
SOMALS
SWAHILL
FRANCAIS
GREAY LAKES
HAUSA
PORTUGUES

3:3‘

EDITIONS
Change to UK

The latest wave of Instabllity has come about
as Unlted Nations peacekeepers have tried to
wrest control of the mines from rebels who
have held on to them In contravention of a
reglonal peace deal brokered a year ago.

It is easy to say the
gems have been a
curse on the country,
especlally as hardly
any of the proceeds
of mining have
reached ordinary
people, who remaln
among the poorest
anywhere In the
world.

Slerra Leone: Widespread

proverty unaffected by
dlamonds

Milllons of dollars
worth of high-quality
diamonds are mined
in Slerra Leone's eastern and northern
badlands every month, much of the haul being
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smuggled out of the country.

Deposits are to be found close to ground level
so men with guns employ labourers simply to
dig holes and see what turns up.

Broken commitment

The diamond fields are in territory controlled
by the feared rebel army of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) led by Foday Sankoh.

The RUF youths have
done nothing to

14605
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relinquish their
control of the mines
to UN forces as

Links to more Africa
stories are at tha foot of
the page.

required under the
1999 peace accord
signed in the
Togolese capital
Lome.

Part of the deal was

that Mr Sankoh 2:3?';:. g:vr:c::; reinquished
became chairman of

the Strategic Resources commission, giving
him responsibility for the management of the
diamond trade.

Anyone wishing to mine diamonds had to go
through his Commission to obtain a licence -
with any evaders being treated with "the full
consequences of the law”, he said.

Smuggiers’ spolis

Over the last two years, the value of official

annuai diamond exports by Sierra Leone has
halved to $30m.

In the same period,
diamond exports by
neighbouring Liberia -
a country which
possesses relatively
few diamond fields -
has risen dramatically
to $300m.,

Displaced by the struggle for
gems

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/745194.stm
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Indeed, the recently-visiting Canadian Foreign
Minister, Lioyd Axworthy, observed that this
year's instability in Sierra Leone had been
sparked in part by UN forces trying to wrestle
control of the diamond-producing areas from
the rebeis.
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controls most of the diamond producing areas
in north and east Sierra Leone.
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Liberia's annual
capacity for diamond
mining is 100,000-
150,000 carats, but
Imports of diamonds
from Liberia to
Belgium, where more
than half the world's
rough stones are
traded, rose to 6
million carats in the
late 1990s as the war
in Sierra Leone was
raging.
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A recent study by Partnership Africa Canada

says Liberia has become "a major centre for

massive diamond-reiated criminai activity,
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Hi€Tise was miirrored by that of the RUF, the
re| organisation set up by Foday Sankoh in
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an rebel armies used brutal tactics to
terrorise the civilian populations and put
children in the front line.

triotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) scored an.
overwhelming election victory in July 1997,

Since his political victory he has sought
portray himself in the role of as measured
statesman rather than warlord.

His recent "good offices" between the rebels
and the United Nations in Slerra Leone are

belng seen as an attempt to enhance that
image.

Certainly, Liberia has benefited in terms of
stabllity since Mr Taylor was elected, but as
the recent closure of two independent radlo
statlons attests - they had broadcast items
critical of the government - he still holds the
country in a iron grip.
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SIERRA LEONE: Humanitarian situation
report, 98.02.17

HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT FOR SIERRA LEONE
21ST JANUARY - 12TH FEBRUARY, 1998

>From the Office of the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator

Security

1. On 7th February ECOMOG launched a sustained campaign to drive the

AFRC from power In Freetown in response to an attack by the junta on ECOMOG's positions at Jui the
previous evening. ECOMOG rnade significant advances during the next five days and was able to gain
control of strategically-important locations such as Leicester Peak and Fourah Bay College (which are
located on a hill overlooking Freetown ), the ferry terminal in Kissy and Waterloo. ECOMOG has also
secured all vehicular routes into Freetown effectively isolating the Freetown peninsula from the rest of
the country. On 12th February the ECOMOG advance reached the centre of Freetown where they
rnanaged to gain control of State House. AFRC casualties are knows to be high and many civilians have
been killed and injured. The AFRC has reportedly armed youth groups and demobilised child soldiers In
Freetown. Junta soldiers have also embarked on a systematic looting spree commandeering ammunition
sites, supplies and vehicles. At least 20 vehicles are known to have been stolen since 7th February from
UN agencies, NGOs and the ICRC. This has seriously reduced the capacity of these agencies to provide
emergency-related services.

2. The safety of civilians in Freetown has been severely compromised by the recent escalation In the
fighting, which has involved the heavy use of mortars, rockets and aerial bombardment. Many houses
have been severely damaged and many have caught fire from shelling. ACF reported that the explosion
of a bomb near its feeding centre in Kissv resulted in a mother and a child being killed and 10 civilians
being injured. MSF has expressed public concern over the detonaton of 3.shells in the vicinity of the
Connaught hospital on 11 th February. On 10th February the UN Secretary-General said in a press
statement: I am concerned at reports that heavy shelling in Freetown is posing severe risks for the safety
of civilians, and that some staff of humanitarian organisations have been prevented from evacuating. I
call on both sides urgently to spare civilians and to ensure the protection of humanitarian personnel.

3. Although heavy fighting has occurred near Bo and Kenema, 'the towns themselves remain under
AFRC control. The AFRC can regularly been firing mortars into likely Kamajor camps and
concentration points. Widespread looting has been reported in Kenema and Bo towns as the AFRC have
commandeered vehicles and food and other supplies from relief agency. In Makeni, which remains
under AFRC control, vehicles have also been abducted causing relief agencies in this area to retreat to
Kambia.

Humanitarian Developments

http://www.africa.upenn.edu/N ewsletters/irinw_21798.html 26/04/2007
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Source: Pan African News Agency (PANA)
Date: 10 Sep 1999

UN Says Sierra Leone Rebels Holding 1,000 Children

Jerome Hule, PANA Correspondent
New York, UN, (PANA) - Rebels in Sierra Leone are still holding about 1,000 of the 4,000 children they had
abducted during their invasion of Freetown in January, a senior UN official has said.

Olara Otunnu, the UN special representative on children in armed conflict, said Thursday in New York that about
60 percent of the abducted children were girls, most of whom were being sexually abused.

Otunnu, who retumed from a six-day visit to Sierra Leone on 4 September, pointed out that more than 10,000
children in the country have been serving as child soldiers with the rebels and civil militia, called Kamojors.

On the basis of what he witnessed in Sierra Leone, he has proposed a 15-point agenda for action for the children
of Sierra Leone.

In the agenda, he called for the estabiishment of a nationai commission for chiidren in the country to promote the
rights and welfare of children after the war.

Otunnu appealed to all political leaders in Sierra Leone to demonstrate their commitment to implement the peace
accord signed in July between the govemment and rebels of the Revolutionary United Front.

This site is part of AFRICA NEWS ONLINE. Send your thoughts to readers@afﬁcanews.org for our Readers’
Forum. When commenting on a story, please indicate the article name and date.

Copyright ® 1999 Panatrican News Agency. All Rights Reserved.

z Copyright Al PANA content and graphics is protected b y copyright and intemational treaties and may not be
copied, reproduced or re-used for any purpose without written permission,

With the exception of public UN sources, reproduction or redistribution of the above text, in whole, part or in
any form. requires the prior consent of the original source.
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Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP)
Date: 19 Jan 2000

Sierra Leone rebels free 227 child soldiers: report

ROME, Jan 19 (AFP) - Rebels in Sierra Leone have released 227 child soldiers held hostage and forced into
rebel ranks, the missionary news agency Misna reported Tuesday.

it quoted the Bishop of Makeni, Giorgio Biguzzi, as saying the children had been freed in Kabala, 100 kilometres
(65 miles) northeast of Makeni in the north of Sierra Leone.

Two hundred and sixty other children had been released last Thursday in the Makeni region, the agency
reported.

¢

The prelate said the children, "victims of breath-taking violence,” had been taken to a religious centre at Lunsar.

The release is a point in the July 7 peace accord between the govemment of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) which formally braught to an end one of the most brutal civil wars in
Africa.

aje/bm AFP

Copyright (c) 2000 Agence France-Presse
Received by NewsEdge Insight: 01/18/2000 23:03:23

©AFP 2000: The information provided in this product is for personal use only. None of it may be reproduced in
any form whatsoever without the express permission of Agence France-Presse

©AFP: The information provided in this product is for personal use only. None of it may be reproduced in any
form whatsoever without the express permission of Agence France-Presse.

é@ With the exception of public UN saurces, reproduction or redistribution of the above text, in whole, part or in
g any form. requires the prior consent of the original source.
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Source: Reuters Foundation
Date: 27 Apr 1998

Sierra Leone rebels said to mutilate 68 civilians

FREETOWN, April 27 (Reuters) - Rebels holding out in eastern Sierra Leone have mutllated 68 civilians and
the country's main hospital was battling on Monday to save thelr lives, eyewitnesses and medical workers said.

They said the men and women were rescued by Nigerian-led West African troops who recaptured four mining
villages from rebels in Kono district last week.

They were brought to the Connaught Hospital in the capital Freetown on Sunday, most with a limb or two
amputated or fresh gunshot or machete wounds.

A spokesman for the regional ECOMOG force said the peacekeepers had seized the villages of Jaiama Sewafe,
Bumpeh, Tumbudu and Motema. All four are around the district headquarters of Koidu taken earller by the
peacekeepers.

**Rebels entered my house and killed my wife and son before chopping off my hand," said Tumbudu resident
Sumana Kapio from his hospital bed.

All those able to tell of their ordeal spoke of close relatives killed or mutilated in front of them.

ECOMOG, enforcing a regional mandate, entered Freetown in February and defeated the military junta that
toppled President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah In a coup on May 25.

The peacekeepers reinstated Kabbah from exile in Guinea in March and went on to take control of most of the
country from junta froops and rebels.

But rebels have been putting up a stiff resistance in the diamond-rich region close to Liberia and Guinea. Aid
workers say thousands of refugees, many mutilated, had been streaming into the two countries with tales of
guerrilla atrocities.

In a broadcast on Monday marking Slerra Leone's 37 years of independence from Britain, Kabbah depiored the
atrocitles. He called on Slerra Leoneans to join in efforts to reconcile the country, tom by civil strife since 1991.

**| am distressed by atrocities being committed in the east by junta forces and destruction of bridges in these
areas to slow down the rapid movement of ECOMOG troops,” Kabbah said.

He called on Slerra Leoneans to reflect on thelr 37 years of independence, "'to think of our mistakes In the past
and...what we can do to bring peacs, reconcillation and national cohesion back to Sierra Leone.”

“Sierra Leone is classified as the least developed country In the world, but at the time of Independence Sierra
Leone was stronger economicelly than Singapore and Malaysia,” Kabbah said.

With the exception of public UN sources. reproduction or redistribution of the above text, in whoie, part or in
any form, requires the prior consent of (he original source
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Source: Agence France-Presse (AFP)
Date: 14 May 2001

Sierra Leone rebels release 80 child soldiers

FREETOWN, May 14 (AFP) - Rebels of Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) have released 80
chitdren fighting in its ranks and handed them over to the Italian Catholic organisation Caritas, witnesses said
Monday.

They said the children, some with gunshot wounds, looked exhausted and undemourished.

) The children were released in the town of Lunsar, 80 kilometres (50 miles) northeast of Freetown, and were
@ being cared for in a special facility, they said.

The RUF had last week promised to release 400 chlid soidiers. The rebels’ 10-year campaign against successive
governments in Freetown has been marked by widespread atrocities, including mass murder, rape, looting and
chopping off the limbs of civilians.

rmj-ach/gd AFP

Copyright (c) 2001 Agence France-Presse
Received by NewsEdge Insight: 05/14/2001 08:36:14

©AFP 2001: The information provided in this product is for personal use only. None of it may be reproduced in
any form whatsoever without the express permission of Agence France-Presse.

©AFP: The information provided in this product is for personal use only. None of it may be reproduced in any
form whatsoever without the express permission of Agence France-Presse.

With the exception of public UN saurces, reproduction or redistribution of the above text, in whole. part or in
3 any form. requires the prior consent of the original source.
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ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

SIXTH MEETING OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTERS
OF THE COMMITTEE OF FIVE ON SIERRA LEONE

CONAKRY, 22-23 OCTOBER 1997

COMMUNIQUE

1. The ECOWAS Ministerial Committee of Five on Sierra Leone held a meeting in Conakry on
22-23 October, 1997,

2. In continuation of the negotiations initiated in Abidjan on 17 and 18 July, 1997 and 29 and 30
July, 1997, the Committee held discussions with an enlarged delegation of Major Johnny Paul
Koroma.

3. The meeting reviewed the situation in Sierra Leone since the break-down of negotiations
between the Committee of Five and the representatives of the junta since 30 July 1997. It recalled
the ECOWAS decisions concerning the monitoring of the ceasefire, the imposition of sanctions
and the embargo, as well as the restoration of peace to Sierra Leone by ECOMOG. 1t also recalled
Resolution 1132 of the United Nations Security Council dated 8 October 1997 placing an embargo
on Sierra Leone.

4. The Committee of Five and the junta’s delegation agreed to accelerate efforts towards the
peaceful resolution of the Sierra Leonean crisis.

5. To this end, the Committee of Five and the representatives of Major Johnny Paul Koroma
adopted an ECOWAS peace plan for Sierra Leone and a time-table for its implementation over a
six-month period with effect from 23 October, 1997,

6. It is recognised that Corporal Foday Sankoh as a leader of RUF could continue to play an active
role and participate in the peace process. In the spirit of the Abidjan Accord and in the context of
this Agreement Corporal Foday Sankoh is expected to return to his country to make his
contribution to the peace process.

7. The ECOWAS peace plan for Sierra Leone provides for:

o the reinstatement of the legitimate government of President Tejan Kabbah within a period of
six months

the immediate cessation of hostilities

cooperation of the junta with ECOMOG in order to peacefully enforce the sanctions
disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of combatants

the provision of humanitarian assistance

return of refugees and displaced persons

immunities and guarantees to the leaders of the May 25, 1997 coup d’etat

modalities for broadening the power base in Sierra Leone.

8. The Committee of Five and the representatives of Major Johnny Paul Koroma agreed to
continue negotiations towards effective and prompt implementation of the peace plan.




1ab43 e

9. The meeting renewed its appeal to the international community to provide appropriate
humanitarian assistance to the refugees and displaced persons and to facilitate their return.

10. The meeting reiterated its appeal to the international community to provide adequate
assistance to the neighbouring countries of Sierra Leone which have recorded an increased influx
of refugees on their territory.

11. The meeting expressed its appreciation to the UN and the OAU for their cooperation with
ECOWAS and appealed to them for material, logistic and financial support to ECOMOG to

enable it (to) carry out the mandate given by the Authority of Heads of State and Government and
the United Nations Security Council.

12. The Committee expressed its deep gratitude to His Excellency, General Lansana Conte,
President of the Republic of Guinea, Head of State, and to the Government and People of Guinea

for the excellent facilities put at their disposal and for the hospitality accorded to all the
delegations.

DONE AT CONAKRY THIS 23RD DAY OF OCTOBER, 1997
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1 February: Mortar fire was heard from Aberdeen on Monday, as ECOMOG
officials acknowledged that they had failed to disiodge rebel forces on the
outskirts of the city, the Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported. On Sunday,
Guinean ECOMOG troops which had been in control of Waterioo reportedly
puiled back, abandoning iarge suppiies of arms and ammunition, the AFP
said. ECOMOG sources said Monday they needed military equipment "better
adapted for the terrain,” such as combat helicopters, in order to “finish off the
war.” An AFP correspondent witnessed ECOMOG soidiers execute a
number of men believed to be rebels or coilaborators in previously "liberated”
areas of Freetown. Residents said ECOMOG was trying to slow down the
mass return of residents to their homes, fearing that rebeis might "mix into
the crowd.” The Italian Misslonary Service News Agency (MiSNA) said
Monday that there were still units of the RUF spreed throughout the capital,
adding that the possibility of additional attacks couid not be ruled out. A clinic
in westemn Freetown has treated an estimated 8,000 victims of gunshot
wounds since the fighting began in the capital on January 6. Most of the
victims were said to be residents of Kissy.

The cost of food and essentiai commodities has soared in Freetown as
stocks dwindle, the Agence-France Presse (AFP) reported on Monday. The
price of a cup of rice, which normaily sells for U.S. 12¢, now costs more than
$2.00. A bag of rice selis for $38 to $40. A diplomatic source, quoting aid
sources on Monday, maintained that the prices of rice and buigur wheat
were "down to their pre-invasion ievel,” while Kevin Kennedy of the U.N.
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said the price of rice,
which had soared 300 percent at the start of the fighting, had failen to "just
above the pre-fighting cost.” According to the AFP, a bundie of firewood now
costs $5.00, whiie a bag of charcoal, previousiy 50¢, has shot up to $10.00.
A government official said authorities would “definitely not tolerate any move
to bring further hardship on the peopie by any arbitrary increase consumer
goods," adding: "The people have suffered too much through rebel
atrocities.” Two banks in Freetown, including the Union Trust Bank, have
reopened, but Barclays and Standard Chartered Banks, whose premises
suffered extensive damage during the fighting, remain closed.

Director of Health Services Sheku Kamara has weicomed the arrivai of drugs
donated by the British govemment, WHO, UNICEF, and other aid
organisations. The shipments have "heiped us cope with what wouid
otherwise have been a calamity,” Kamara said.

Three French aid workers attached to the French medical charity Medicins
du Monde (Doctors of the World) said they wouid leave Sierra Leone after
being prevented from providing medical assistance. The workers said they
had written a ietter to the Minister of Health compiaining about the way they
had been treated. They said they had been toid they could not continue
working at Connaught Hospital for "administrative reasons,” but said given
the desperate need for doctors they did not beiieve this was the real reason
they had been excluded. The BBC noted allegations that access to care and
medicine in Freetown is currently “the subject of a thriving black market.”

A rebei ieader accused of mutiiating civilians in Freetown, "Bush-Lieutenant®
Tafaikoh was captured Thursday by ECOMOG, an ECOMOG source said on
Monday. Tafaikoh was reportediy captured in Wellington in a joint ECOMOG-
Kamajor operation. "He was responsible for amputating the arms and iimbs
of civillans as well as killing peopie after their houses had been set on fire,"
the ECOMOG source salid.

The British government is considering whether to send additional aid to
Sierra Leone and to the ECOMOG force, a British Foreign Office spokesman

http://www.sierra-leone.org/slnews0299 html
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said on Monday. The British government is awaiting the results of an
assessment mission in Sierra Leone which is being conducted by officials of
London's Interational Development Department and the British High
Commission. "We are looking at possible areas where we can help, both for
ECOMOG and more widely in Sierra Leone,” the spokesman said. "We have
people there at the moment assessing and as soon as they tell us what's
needed we will make a decislon on any further support.” He sald the support
could take the form of "iImmediate humanitarian aid,” as Slerra Leone was
not "In a position to implement its own solutions."

The Sierra Leone Red Cross said Monday that two of its workers had been
killed since fighting began in Freetown on January 6. The Red Cross added
that its president, Muctarr Jalloh, and one of its agronomists had been
admitted to hospital with machete wounds.

The Nigerian newspaper P.M. News reported Monday that the Nigerian army
had burled 16 more Nigerian soldiers killed in Sierra Leone. The bodies
arrived In two trucks at the Ojo Military Barracks in Lagos before being
puried with full military honours, the newspaper said.

Slster Hindu, one of three nuns of the Missionaries of Charity who were freed
by rebels on Friday, has undergone surgery In a Conakry hospital for a
gunshot wound in the abdomen which she sufferad while in captivity. "The
doctors have not yet released a prognosis,” said Bishop of Makeni George
Biguzzi. Two other nuns were killed in crossfire during clashes between the
rebels and ECOMOG troops, while a third was murdered whiie in captivity.

A United Nations assessment team has arrived in Freetown from Gulnea to
avaluate the security situation prior to the expected return of U.N. staff. The 73
team will reportedly spend four days in the capital.

An official with the United Natlons Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said approximately 3,000 clvilians had dled since the
rebel offensive in Freetown, and there existed an acute need for medicine,
health care, and sanitation. "It Is estimated that approximately 3,000 civilians
have lost their lives, largely as a result of a dellberate campaign by rebel
forces to terrorize the population, through forced amputations, shootings,
house bumnings and rapes,” said Kevin Kennedy, who visited Sierra Leone
between January 19 and 28. He sald aid workers had been unable to enter
eastern Freetown, but flights over the area indicated that 80% of the
buildings may have been damaged or destroyed In the fighting, creating an
urgent need for sheiter. Kennedy said the Unlted Nations was shipping
plastic sheeting for 10,000 families. He described the situation in hospitals
and clinics in western Freetown as "fairly desperate,” saying medical teams
in hospitals and 23 clinics opened in the past ten days were unable to handle
all the injuries and amputations. After Connaught Hospital reopened it had

http://www.sierra—leone.org/slnews0299.html 26/04/2007
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received 300 cases requiring surgery in five days, mostly people wounded in
the fighting or victims of rebel amputations, he said. U.N. World Food

Programme warehouses had been looted, losing some 3,300 tons of food,
Kennedy added.

http://www sierra-leone.org/slnews0299. html 26/04/2007
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25 February: A Nigerian cargo ship, the Bulk Challenge, has left Freetown
carrying 1,048 Nigerian civilians whose property was looted or destroyed
during last month's fighting in Freetown, port officials said on Thursday.
Many of the evacuees had been long-term residents of Slerra Leone. "This
exercise is solely aimed at ameliorating the suffering of our nationals
displaced by the war and it does not in any way mean a total evacuation of
the over 35,000 Nigerians resident in Sierra Leone,” the Nigerian High
Commission said in a statement. Nigerian diplomats said, however, that
more evacuations by sea might be necessary.

Some 2,000 children between the ages of 5 and 14 have been missing since
AFRC/RUF rebels attacked Freetown on January 6, a Ministry of Sociali
Welfare official said on Thursday. "We believe that many of the children have
been abducted by the rebels when they were chased out by ECOMOG and
have been taken to the bush,” he said. "Some are being used as cooks,
carriers of looted goods, while others have been illegaily married to rebel
commandos.” The Agence France-Presse (AFP) quoted escapees from
rebel camps who said boys were receiving weapons tralning or were sent on
spying missions. The Sociai Welfare official disclosed that 980 former child
soidiers who had received rehabilitation between 1992 and 1997 rejoined the
rebeis after the project folded in November 1997 for lack of funds. "With
assistance not forthcoming, the children joined their colleagues in the jungle
after the ousting of the junta in February last year,” he said. His account was
disputed by former AFRC Secretary of State for information Mohamed
Bangura, who was subsequently quoted by the National Neutral Joumalists
Association of Sierra Leone as saying that the late Lieutenant-Colonel Kula
Samba had continued the demobilisation project even after aid agencies had
been prevented from assisting her efforts. Bangura alleged that Samba's
records had been destroyed in February 1998 by supporters of the civilian
govemment.

The situation at Kambia remains "extremely chactic,” the itallan-based
Missionary Services News Agency (MISNA) reported on Thursday. While
ECOMOG troops are positloned near the city, the area surrounding Kambia
is subject to frequent rebei incursions, MISNA said, adding that in the past
foew days "many men of both sides have lost their lives in the heavy fighting.”
The news agency confirmed that both Lunsar and Makeni remained in rebel
hands whers, it said, young men were being recruited to join the rebel
forces.

RUF legal representative Omrie Golley told the Agence France-Presse
(AFP) Wednesday that RUF representatives and U.N. Speciai Envoy to
Sierra Leone Francis Okeio had together drafted a document "in which we
express our desire for the search for a peaceful solution” to the Sierra Lecne
conflict. He added that a copy of the document had been sent to President
Kabbah. "We see that the Unlted Nations is exercising its moral authority to
reach a negotiated solution, and we are glad of it," sald Golley. He said he
had spoken directly to President Kabbah two weeks ago "for the first time in
two years" in a conversation arranged by the U.S. State Department while he
was in Washington, D.C. "it wasn't talks strictly speaking, but a simple
discussion during which | repeated our demand for Sankoh's release. Since
then we have had no contact,” he said.

Freetown's Inter-Religious Council appealed Wednesday for the rebels to
free three Christian priests they are holding: Italian Xaverian missionary
priest Father Vittorio Mosele, Irish Brother Noei Bradshaw of the "Brothers of
Christian Instruction,” and Sierra Leonean priest Dominic Kargbo. "If the
rebels should consent, it would indicate a political opening and a positive
step towards, dialogue,” Makeni Bishop George Biguzzi told the Missionary

http://www.sierra-leonc.orgslnews0299.htm1

AL

Page 1 of 2

KT

26/04/2007




116 3 & 95/

Sierra Leone News Archives - February 1999 - Sierra Leone Web Page 2 of 2

Services News Agency (MISNA).
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13 April: ECOMOG has begun a "final offensive” against junta loyalists in
Kono and Kailahun Districts, ECOMOG task force commander Colonel
Maxwell Khobe announced on SLBS (state radio) late Sunday. "Our troops
commenced the final push today,” Khobe said. Aid workers said Monday that
the ECOMOG force was using tanks and warplanes in its drive against junta
positions. Civilians reaching Bo and Kenema reported fierce fighting near
Koidu and the town of Kailahun. Khobe said his troops were converging from
Kabala, Sewafe, Bo, Kenema, and Daru, while Guinean ECOMOG troops
were advancing from their border. "At the moment, the central axis is making
good movement,” he said. *The junta troops are divided into pockets and are
fighting in different directions.” Yengema, on the outskirts of Koidu, had
aiready been captured by ECOMOG troops, he added. On Friday, Khobe
told reporters that ECOMOG would “liberate™ Kono and Kailahun Districts by
Wednesday. ECOMOG Force Commander Major-General Timothy Shelpidi
said the rebels have made use of Sierra Leone’s thick forests to evade
capture and to launch ambushes against ECOMOG troops, but he noted that
the attacks were infrequent and did not appear to be well-organised. He said
it was not clear how long it would take to complete the offensive. Junta
ioyalists and RUF fighters have vowed to make their final stand at Koidu, and
witnesses say they have fortified the city and massed thousands of fighters
in preparation for the ECOMOG assault. Civilians fleeing Kono have told of
widespread kiliing of civiiians and destruction of property by junta forces at
Koidu and in numerous villages throughout the district.

RUF leader Sam "Masklta® Bockarie has disputed reports that ECOMOG is
closing in on Kono District. "I learned [indistinct] they are trying to do so, that
they are forcing their way to take Kono, but we haven't given any chance and
| am telling you that | will not ailow them to take Kono. We will not allow
them. We will fight till as much as they want us to fight. We will not give up. It
is true they have launched an all-out offensive, but they will not succeed,”
Bockarie told the BBC by satellite telephone. He said that the RUF was
prepared to wage gueriila warfare against ECOMOG. "As a guerilla, we don‘t
want to fight in the big towns. We trick them to get into the jungle where we
can deal with them, before ever marching to the towns." Bockarie rejected a
suggestion that the RUF lay down its weapons. "We are fighting a just cause.
We are fighting because ECOMOG has moved into our country,” he said.

Deputy Minister of Defence and Civil Defence Leader Sam Hinga Norman
denied rumours Monday that he planned to overthrow the govemment of
President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah with the aid of Kamajor militiamen. "No
presidents have performed better for the ousting of the illegal AFRC regime
and the retum of civiiian rule that President Kabbah,” Norman told a crowd at
B0 Town Haii. He promised he wouid remain loyal to the head of state "till
the end of the world.” Norman disclosed pians for the formation of a regionai
task force for the defence of the eastern, southern, and northern provinces in
times of aggression.
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27 April: Medical workers at Connaught Hospital in Freetown are working
around the clock to save the lives of 68 persons mutilated or otherwise
injured by AFRC/RUF rebels in Kono District over the weekend. The attacks
left 23 people, including children, with arms or feet crudely amputated, while
others suffered from bayonet, machete, or gunshot wounds. The victims
were among some 3,000 persons rescued by ECOMOG troops when they
captured the towns of Jaiama Sewafe, Bumpeh, Tombodu, and Motema. All
of those able to tell of their ordeal spoke of close relatives killed or mutilated
in front of them.,

President Kabbabh, in a speech broadcast Monday to mark the 37th
anniversary of Sierra Leonean independence, said the day should be one for
reflection rather than for celebration. "We have to think of our mistakes in the
past, how such mistakes could be avoided in the future, and what we can do
to bring peace, reconciliation, and national cohesion back to Sierra Leone,”
Kabbah told the nation. "Sierra Leone is ciassified as the least developed
country in the world, but at the time of independence, Sierra Leone was
stronger economically than Singapore and Malaysia.” He added that this
Independence Day called for "national reflection to identify things to be done
to move the country forward." No public celebrations were held to mark the
occasion after Kabbah cancelled an official reception, saying that the cost
was too high and that the money could better be spent on development. In
his address, Kabbah deplored recent atrocitles carried out by AFRC/RUF
rebels holding out in eastemn Sierra Leone. *| am distressed by atrocities
being committed in the east by junta forces and destruction of bridges in
these areas to slow down the rapid movement of ECOMOG troops,” he said.

Nearly 70,000 Sierra Leonean refugees have arrived in Guinea since March
15, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) legal officer
Machiel Salomons sald in Conakry on Monday. Salomons said 40,000 of the
new refugees had fled fighting in eastern Slerra Leone. The new influx brings
to 130,000 those who have fled the country since last May's military coup.
"The situation is under control but could deteriorate at any time,"” Salomons
said.

Two or three Sierra Leonean refugees a day are reportedly dying In the
overcrowded refugee camps in Vahun, Liberia. Paramount Chlef Collins
Brima Ganda said six deaths were reported on Tuesday. Despite the influx of
refugees into the district, Ganda sald, there had been no dellvery of relief
supplies since February. He said all the cassava farms in the area had been
harvested, and that people will soon have nothing to eat if food Is not
immediately brought to the area. Ganda also complained about inadequate
drugs to treat the influx of new arrivals, which currently stands at between 90
and 120 daily. Alfred Boima, field supervisor of the government refugees
agency, described the death rate among the more than 20,000 refugees as
low. He attributed the food shortage to bad road conditions. Boima sald the
World Food Programme (WFP) was doing its utmost to supply food, and that
there was some 12 metric tons of food at Kolahun for the refugees, but that
bad roads were making it difficult to transport the food to Vahun.

Over 300 AFRC/RUF fighters have surrendered to Liberian immigration
authorities at Vahun since February, Liberian Star Radio reported on
Monday. The fighters have been transferred away from the border to prevent
them from returning to the bush.

Aid officials in Liberia have expressed alarm at reports of the growing

incidence of venereal disease among the Sierra Leonean refugee population
at Vahun. As many as 9,000 of the 20,000 refugees in the area are thought
to have been affected. An aid worker with the British medical charity MERLIN
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attributed the high incidence of venereal disease to several factors,
emphasizing that many of the female refugees had been victims of rape.

A local official in Lofa County, Liberia has expressed concem that fighting
from Sierra Leone might spill over into Liberia. Foya District Commissioner
Tennyson Farcornia told Elections Commission officers that ECOMOG Alpha
jets were constantly flying low over border towns. He said the Liberian towns
of Warsonga, Mendicorma, and Sodu were separated from Sierra Leone by
jand boundaries, and expressed the fear that Alpha jets might stray into

Liberian territory and cause problems, as the borders are not visible from the
air.
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29 April: A Kamajor militia leader has calied for the registration of all Civii
Defence Forces (CDF) fighters because of growing lawlessness among
them, SLBS (state radio) said on Wednesday. Allleu Kondowa, speaking to
paramount chiefs and CDF leaders in Bo, criticised "acts of lawlessness by
some Kamajors who now roam the streets of Bo," and said that ail militia
members should be registered. "All Kamajors not deployed in Bo should
return to their respective bases, as ECOMOG has been mandated to arrest
all roving Kamajors and send them back to their operational areas,”
Kondowa said.

Deputy Minister of Education Abass Collier said Wednesday that Slarra
Leonean students who fought alongside ECOMOG would receive
govemment grants of between $100 and $150. Ten such students have so
far been identified, and dozens more are known to have fought against the
junta.

Desmond Luke was swom in as Chief Justice on Tuesday, after his
appointment was confirmed by pariiament. At the swearing-in ceremony,
Luke said he was "prepared to face the daunting task of salvaging the image
of the battered judiciary which once ranked among the best in Africa and the
Commonweaith about 30 years ago.” Luke holds law degrees from
Cambridge and Oxford Universities, and has served as foreign minister,
health minister, and ambassador to the European Union. He was a
candidate for president in the 1996 elections, finishing tenth with 1.1 percent
of the vote. He has been a strong advocate of democratic government, and
during the period of AFRC rule emerged as a leading supporter of the
Kabbah govemment-in-exile. During the ceremony, President Ahmad Tejan
Kabbah said: "Ethics and morality in the judiciary started to deciine In the
1960s when some judges became partisans in politics and involved In high-
level impropriety.” He succeeds Justice Samuel Beccles-Davis, who was
reportedly forced to retire due to his swearing in of AFRC Chairman Johnny
Paul Koroma as head of state following last May's coup. Beccles-Davis has
denied that he collaborated with the military regime. Many of the judges who
fled the country following the coup have retumed since the restoration of the
civilian government. There are now seven High Court judges in the country.
Only one Supreme Court judge remains active, while three others are on
leave prior to retirement.

52 more civilians are reportedly being treated in Freetown after an attack
Wednesday by AFRC/RUF rebels at Motema, in Kono District. Close to 100
people are currently undergoing medical treatment at Connaught Hospital.
More than 30 had their fingers or wrists chopped off with machetes, while at
least 15 had their ears amputated.

ECOMOG task force commander Colonel Maxwell Khobe has said that ciose
to 100 Liberian mercenaries have been captured in the past week, either in
combat or in towns and villages in the interior where AFRC/RUF rebels are
still fighting. He said 50 fighters from Liberia's former ULIMO-K militia and 20
from the NPFL were being detained at Pademba Road Prison in Freetown.

"Perhape more than 1500, because we were driven in trucks to RUF-
ed areas, along the Sierra Leonean border, and since then, three
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to come fight in Sierra Leone because | know nothing other than the gun,” he
said. "President Taylor could not integrate us Into the Liberian army and |

thouiht coming to Sierra Leone to fight, could have helped me out.” Gl

old us not
to allow Kono and Kailahun districts in the east to fall, because these places
have rich diamond and gold deposits,” Konneh sald. As the rebels have
continued to lost ground in Kono, they have resorted to atrocities against the
civillan population. "Most of the rebeis speak with Liberian accents and do
not understand the terrain in Kono, so they just kill, rape and bum without
compunction,” said Aiah Ngegba, a clvil servant from Yengema whose left
hand was chopped off by junta forces.

Several non-governmental organisations implementing food and
development programs are in danger of running out of food in June or July if
donors are not found soon, a humanitarian source said Wednesday. USAID,
the primary donor for most of the programs, has not yet approved its 1998
food commitment. The World Food Programme (WFP) sald it was unable to
loan food because of its own low reserves. Humanitarian agencies said their
efforts were also hampered by security and access problems in the east.
AFRC/RUF forces holding out in the east have destroyed several key
bridges, preventing the delivery of humanitarian aid.
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8 May: At least 20 people have been killed by AFRC/RUF rebels in
northeastem Sierra Leone, and 30 more who suffered crude amputations in
the attacks have been admitted to Makeni Government Hospital, Catholic
church sources and survivars said Friday. Most of the victims were said to be
fram Ndaraya, Worodala, and Karina, about 30 miles from Makeni.
JVitnesses said 10 people were killed in Ndaraya and eight in Kareena,
adding that the attackers also bumed down many houses in the villages. A
Catholic priest from the area said he had no details from Worodala, other
than that 12 houses had been bumed down. "The rebeis cut off the arms of
our townsmates, telling them: "You're Kabbah supporters. Now we have cut
off your arms we'll see how you vote for Kabbah in the next election,™ a
survivor quoted the rebels as saying. Church sources say ECOMOG has
sent trucks carrying troops and several hundred Kamajor militamen to flush
out the rebels In the north. The London-based human rights group Amnesty
International has denounced the killings, mutilations, and rapes by junta
loyalists and RUF fighters. "Victims have reported women and children being
rounded up, locked into a house which was then set alight. Women have
been raped and have suffered other forms of sexual assault. Men who
refused to rape members of thelr own family were reported to have had their
arms hacked off,” Amnesty Interational said.

The goverment-owned Daily Mail newspaper reported Friday that RUF
commander Sam "Maskita” Bockarie has been shot and seriously wounded
at Daru, in Kallahun District. "Bockari was trapped in an ambush Wednesday
set up by civil defence forces," the newspaper reported. "He sustained
serious gunshot wounds but managed to escape to his base at a small
village, Gbehu, deep in the forest some seven miles from Kallahun Town."
There has been no Independent confirmation of the report. The Daily Mall
alleged that Bockarie had been trading coffee and cacao for arms and
ammunition in Liberia.

The British mercenary firm Sandline Intemational sald Friday it had received
British government approval to train and supply arms to militias supporting
Sierra Leone’s exiled clviiian govemment, In contravention of a U.N. arms
embargo. Sandline lawyer Richard Siowe released a letter sent to British
Forelgn Secretary Robin Cook which sald that Britain's High Commissioner
to Sierra Leone, Peter Penfoid, had first suggested to President Kabbah that
he approach Sandline for help in regaining power. The letter named five
senior diplomats and two military officers the company claims had been
briefed about the operation. Sandline was "led to believe that clearance was
given at Head of Department level," the letter said. “Sandline was involved
quite openly and with the full prior knowledge and approval of Her Majesty’s
Government, with an operation which Involved asslsting, with both personnel
and military equipment, the restoration of the lawful government of Slerra
Leone, which was the express purpose for which sanctions were applied in
the first place. Far from any offence having been committed In these
circumstances, it would merit serious criticism that one department of
govemment (Customs and Exclse) should be investigating, to the
conslderable inconvenience and distress of our clients, a matter which was
conducted with the knowledge and approval of another department.” The
company also alleged that the U.S. State Department and Pentagon had
been kept informed and had approved the deal. According to the letter, State
Department Country Desk Officer for Sierra Leone and the Gambia Michael
Thomas communlcated “the U.S. government's full support for Sandline
Intemational’s involvement* to Philip Parnam, a diplomat at the British
Embassy in Washington, D.C.—a charge rejected by State Department
sources. A State Department official acknowledged on Friday that Sandline
had kept in touch with the State Department following the coup, but denled
the company’s assertion that Thomas had indicated support for Sandiine
activities in Sierra Leone. "The State Departrnent has asked the British
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government to take a strong lead in sollciting logistical and technical support
for ECOMOG operations in Siefra Leone, as requested by three U.N.
Security Council resolutions,” the official said. U.S. State Department
Spokesman James Foley said Friday that Sandline had periodically
contacted the department "and commented on the situation in Sierra Leons,
but provided no information on arms shipments. A State Department official
told Sandline that "meeting with thenr did not endorse what they were doing,”
Foley said. "Sandline provides security for private mining and construction
interests, including an American mine in the Sierra Leone countryside,” Foley
added. " would note that Sandiine employees were among the few
expatriates who remained in Sierra Leone after the coup and kept in touch
with State Department officials, as was perfectly legitimate for them to do
and for us to do on our side.”

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) announced Friday that it
had stepped up food deliveries to the Guinean town of Gueckedou to cope
with an influx of some 150,000 Slerra Leonean refugees flesing fighting
during March and April. The WFP said it had positioned 3,000 metric tons of
food in Gueckedou, enough to feed 250,000 people for one month. The
agency is now bringing in additional food from Conakry and from Liberia and
Ivory Coast before the start of the rainy season, which will render most of the
roads in the region impassable. In the last five days, the WFP headquarters
in Abidjan has delivered at least 970 tons of various food commodities to
Gueckedou with its 64 chartered trucks. Four trucks were sent from the
Liberian town of Voinjama, marking the first time in seven years a food
convoy has been allowed to cross the border from Liberia into Guinea. The
border between the two countries is officially closed.
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20 May: The United Nations Security Council issued a presidential statement
Wednesday calling for an immediate end to the violence against civiiians in
Sierra Leone, and expressing grave concem about reports of foreign military
support for AFRC/RUF rebeis. The statement called on all states to observe
relevant Security Councii resolutions and avoid destabilising the situation in
the country. The statement welcomed efforts by the civilian government
since Its return from exile, and urged the rebels to lay down their arms and
surrender to the ECOMOG force.

Guinea has extradited 48 members of Sierra Leone's military government to
Freetown to stand trial. According to a Ministry of Information news release,
those sent back included AFRC Secretary-General Colonel Abdul Karim
Sesay, Freetown City Counclil Chairman Dr. Wiltshire Johnson, and former
Secretary of State for Transport and Communications Osho Williams. Upon
arrival in Freetown, the 48 were taken to Wilberforce Military Barracks for
questioning. In a press conference in Freetown, Col. Sesay called on forces
loyal to the former military junta to end their resistance and surrender to
ECOMOG. He appealed to them to stop their campaign of terror, which has
resuited in the death and mutilation of scores of civilians.

Former NPRC Attorney-General Claude Campbeli collapsed in court
Tuesday after his request to be tried without a jury was tumed down.
Campbell had argued that "the adverse effects of radio, TV, and newspaper
publications” would so influence the jury that a fair trial would be impossible.
Attorney-General Solomon Berewa objected to the application, saying that
Campbell "should not be frightened" by the adverse pretrial publicity. "The
jurors are human beings, and the trial judge will advise them not to take
account of what they saw during junta rule such as the burning of houses,
killings and maiming of innocent people,” Berewa sald. After Judge Alhaiji
Rashid ruled that he had “failed to produce sufficient argument of law to
convince the court,” Campbeil collapsed in the dock.

Rebeis hoiding out in Kono District have completely devastated the city of
Koidu, London Times joumalist Sam Kiley told the BBC "Network Africa”
program on Wednesday. "Koidu has effectively ceased to exist as a cityina
way that you or | would understand it,” Kiley said. "Every single structure -
and | mean every singie structure -- everything, from chicken coops to
hotels, has been reduced to rubble by the RUF/AFRC forces as they
withdrew ahead of the Nigerian-led advance. They burned down every single
building. | have covered a large number of cities that have been very badly
damaged during conflict, but this is a city that has been annihilated.* Kiley
said most of Koidu's estimated 100,000 population had fied into the bush and
to surrounding villages. "A few are now filtering back to Koidu proper, about
6,000 people, but they are filtering back to a city that really doesn't offer them
very much hope at all. There is nowhere to sieep, there isn't any kind of
shelter from the rains that have just begun, and they now face a very
miserable future of trying to rebuild lives from the ground up, quite literally."
Kiley said the govemment was cooperating with NGO's to bring medicine
and food into the district, but that serious security concerns still remalned.
Kiley reported a brief firefight between ECOMOG troops and rebels who
mounted a hit-and-run attack on the clty during his visit to the area on
Wednesday. “The rebels are continuing their reign of terror not very far
beyond the city limits,” he added.

An ECOMOG spokesman said Wednesday that the ECOMOG force Is in
“effective control” of all district capitals in the country. "There is no doubt that
we are in effective control of these of these areas and our presence is
undisputed,” the spokesman said. He added that ECOMOG held the key
towns Daru, Segbwema, Pendembu, Mobai, Kailahun, Buedu, and Koindu in

http://www sierra-leone.org/slnews0598. html 26/04/2007




Sierra Leone News Archives - May 1998 - Sierra Leone Web

Kaiiahun District and maintained it was "just a matter of time" before the
border town of Bomaru—~from where the RUF iaunched its rebeilion in 1991--
was captured. The spokesman said ECOMOG was "appalled over the wave
of amputations on innocent civiiians,” but denied that Sierra Leone was
degenerating back into civii war. "It is unreasonabie to think so,” he said. "As
far as we are concerned and with the reports availabie so far, there is no
problem for us in any of the districts in the country, as we are pursing the war
according to the scheduie of the ECOMOG commander.”

Burkina Faso's foreign minister has denied accusations by Sierra Leonean
refugees in Guinea Monday that his country was "the main supplier of arms,
ammunition and food” to AFRC/RUF rebels. "Our people have problems with
water. With such a situation, we are not going to find the means to get
invoived in a country as far away as Sierra Leone,” Foreign Minister Abiasse
Ouedraogo said. "Do you think we have the means to support a rebellion
with such financial obligations lying ahead?...We say that in the case of
Sierra Leone, it is intoierabie to seek iegality through force, one must use
dialogue. Perhaps that is the cause of the opposition leveiled against Burkina
and Liberia"

United Nations miiitary iiaison officer Brigadier General Subhash Joshi said
Wednesday that the cities of Bo, Kenema, and Makeni were "quite ready to
start the process of disarmament and demobiiisation.” Joshi said he intended
to position military iiaison officers in the three areas shortly to work with
ECOMOG and Sierra Leone govemment agencies.

The head of the London-based mercenary firm Sandline international has
disputed British Foreign Secretary Robin Cooks’ account of events in the so-
caiied "Arms to Africa Affair." Tim Spicer told the BBC Sandiine had received
no "red ietter waming" over his company's proposal to supply ams to the
govermnment-in-exile of President Kabbah. Of Cook’s assertion Monday that
Sandline had been wamned it risked vioiating the U.N. arms embargo, Spicer
said, "i wouid say my recoiiection is somewhat different to that which has
been articulated already,” regarding a January 19 meeting at the Foreign
Office. "We spoke to the Foreign Office,” Spicer said. "I spoke to the British
High Commissioner, the government's representative, and we touched base
with the State Department in the United States.” He acknowledged that he
had no evidence the information had reached the ministerial ievei, but said:
"If one has conversations with senior (Foreign Office) officiais, one assumes
that fits in with normai procedure in that ministry.” Spicer also disputed a
Foreign Office claim that a Sandiine heiicopter serviced by the H.M.S.
Comwali was being used for humanitarian purposes. Spicer said it was aiso
being used for military missions. “The helicopter was there to support
ECOMOG. its task was to provide tactical air mobility. They need to transport
troops,” he said. "l believe (British officiais) knew of its presence but were not
concemed with the detail.” Spicer promised to cooperate with the
independent inquiry being conducted by Sir Thomas Legg, QC.

British Defence Secretary George Robertson, in a written response to
pariiament, has said his office first became aware of the Customs and Excise
Office investigation of Sandline intemational on April 24, when it received a
copy of a ietter from the company's lawyers protesting the investigation.
Sandline claimed its activities had Foreign Office approvai. "The first my
private office knew of the existence of the Customs and Excise investigation
into the involvement of Sandline Intemational in operations in Slerra Leone
was the aftemoon of Aprii 24, when they received a faxed copy of the letter
from SJ Berwin and Company to Mr. Cook,” Robertson said. In Parllament
Tuesday, Prime Minister Tony Blair defended Foreign Secretary Robin Cook
from a Conservative charge that he had "given the impresslon of misleading"
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the House. "He corrected the facts as soon as he knew of them," Blair
responded, adding that "ail this" would be looked at by the independent
inquiry headed by Sir Thomas Legg, QC.

Some 50 junta supporters were killed over the weekend when the Kapra
militia attacked a rebel base in the Mandaha forest, about 30 miles from
Makeni, local journalists reported. Missionary sources sald the rebels then
attacked the nearby villages of Kassassi and Mabuya, mutilating some 17
civillans including mothers and children, and burning 10 houses. A message
attached to one of the mutliation victims warned that ECOMOG had "90 days
to quit Slerra Leone or the rebel operation ‘No Living Thing’ will continue with
intensity.”

Sources at Connaught Hospital in Freetown said Wednesday that six peopie
had been admitted after having their eyes gouged out by AFRC/RUF rebels
in a village near Kabala. Some of the victims had thelr arms cut off and were
stabbed in the back.

Plans are underway in Freetown for a march on Saturday in support of
Nigerian leader General Sanl Abacha. "We want to bring to the forefront the
achievements of the Nigerian leader in fighting for peace in the sub-region,”
said Alimamy Kamara of the Sierra Leone-Nigeria Brotherhood. *We expect
a massive turnout to show the world that we do not hide our support for
General Abacha."

The state-owned Daily Mai/ newspaper called Tuesday for the aming of
civilians. in a front page editorial, the newspaper called for "township and
village people to organise themselves into strong seif-defence groups. Let
them be given the appropriate training and weapons to defend themselves.
The civil defence forces must be beefed up to serve as vanguard and as
supplements to ECOMOG."

Minister of Political and Parilamentary Affairs Abu Alah Koroma has warmed
that illicit diamond mining in the east is fueling the violence In Sierra Leone.
"Allowing illicit miners at this point in time is a recipe for junta rebels and their
civillan supporters to stay and harass the people of Kono, Kailahun, and
Koinadugu Districts,” Koroma said, adding that he had witnessed ililcit mining
in several areas. "l have brought these developments to the attention of
ECOMOG authorities and civilians who have joined in committing such acts
@ are not different from RUF and junta bandits and they should be treated as

< such,” Koroma added.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Sierra Leone
Red Cross Society are conducting a joint operatlon to distribute some 180
tons of upland seed rice to 60,000 people in seven chiefdoms in Tonkollil
and Kenema Districts, the ICRC said In a statement released In Geneva. The
distributions are due to begin May 30. Each reclplent will also recelve a food
ration to ensure proper use of the seeds, the statement said. "Thanks to the
good results achieved with last year's agricuitural programmes, many
farming families can still live on their reserves, provided they were able to
save them from looters®, said Helene Cunat, ICRC relief coordinator in
Freetown. "But if the seed Is not planted now, there couid be serious food
shortages in the second half of this year.” The seed was purchased locally to
ensure optimum resuits and to help the economy recover. A distribution of
swamp rice seed to 170,000 people in Tonkollli, Kenema, Kailahun, and
Pujehun districts is currently being planned and is scheduled to start in late
June.
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30 June 1997: RUF reinforcements have arrived in Freetown, saying they
are willing to fight to the death to defend the capital. According to the rebels,
some 2,000 RUF fighters arrived over the weekend and are now encamped
in towns around Freetown. "We have come to reinforce our positions in and
around Freetown in case we need to defend it against any attacks,” one
fighter said. "We will fight to the last man if ordered to do so.”

West African countries have closed their embassies in Freetown, in fine with
an ECOWAS decision not to recognize the AFRC military regime. Nigeria
closed its embassy the day after the May 25 coup, while Gambia closed its
embassy on June 29. Guinea's embassy remains open, but the ambassador
and senior dipiomats have left. Staff members remaining behind say they are
there to provide trave! documents to Guinean citizens wishing to return
home.

Reaction: John Dinger, acting U.S. state department spokesman: "The
United States wants to see early restoration of order and democracy in
Sierra Leone, where soidiers and Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels
overthrew the elected government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. We
believe concerted efforts by Africa to find a negotiated solution offer the best
hope for retuming the legitimate government, and advancing stability in
Sierra Leone. Thus, we applaud the efforts of the Economic Community of
Waest African States (ECOWAS) toward a peaceful solution to the crisis in
Sierra Leone. We weicome ECOWAS' June 27 Communiqué from Conakry
calling for the early reinstatement of President Kabbah, the retum of peace
and security and the resolution of the issues of refugees and displaced
persons. The United States hopes ECOWAS will take immediate steps to
move the process forward. We are prepared to work with Sierra Leone's
neighbors in helping to reach a peaceful settlement.”
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28 June: Soldiers killed at least 25 people in Bo District Thursday, according
to witnesses who reached Freetown on Saturday. Among the dead was
Albert Sani Demby, Paramount Chief of Baoma Chiefdom, the father of
ousted vice president Joseph Demby. Chief Demby, who Is said to have
been blind, was taken from him compound in Gerihun by soldiers, who shot
him in the stomach and killed him. The soldiers then attacked two more
towns, Telu and Sembehun, killing 25 civilians including another traditional
chief. The witnesses said soldiers burned town part of Teluy, Jaiama-Bongor
Chiefdom, the home of Deputy Defence Minister Hinga Norman. The soldiers
were said to be scouring the bush for Kamajors who they believed were
gathering in preparation for an attack on military bases In Bo. Military officials
in Bo have declined comment. The independent newspaper Voice of di
Peopie reported Saturday that unidentified attackers fiing automatic rifies,
grenade launchers, and mortars forced residents of Moyamba to fiee the
town last week.

The AFRC Saturday issued a statement asking ECOWAS countries to
reconsider their efforts to isolate the milltary government. "The AFRC
regards such measures as counter-productive, in the sense that it will not
only hurt the people of Sierra Leone but will further lead to the economic
sinking of the country,” the statement said. The Nigerian newspaper Daily
Times reported Saturday that sanctions wili be imposed on Sierra Leone and
force will be used if the military does not return President Ahmad Tejan
Kabbah to power "within a reasonable timetable."

Reaction: Tony Lloyd, British Minister for Africa: "The demands were for the
coup plotters to recognise that the game is up, and it is up. However long it
takes, the game for them is up. The people of Sierra Leone do not deserve
what they've had unjeashed, Our commitment and that of the whole
interational community is to make sure that the legitimate government is
back in power as quickly as possible. There 's a very strong need now for the
coup plotters to recognise that it is in their hands to offer proper salvation to
the people of Sierra Leone. (They need to) to get round that negotiating table
and to recognise that they cannot continue with the present position. *
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25 June: AFRC leader Major Johnny Paul Koroma sald Wednesday that he
is ready to allow President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah to return as long as
Kabbah stops "misleading” the interational community. In an address to the
nation, Koroma said he would soon announce the composition of his new
government and a "timetable for a proper retum to civilian rule,” which he
said would be as short as possible. Koroma promised to hold free and falr
elections which would be unlike the polls last year when 54 people were
killed in Freetown on election day. Commenting on the coup, Koroma said,
“We just could not sit down and allow a president to be manlpulated as
people were killed or maimed." Koroma said Kabbah should have
incorporated RUF leader Foday Sankoh into the political system, but had
failed to do so "out of greed.” On Tuesday, UNPP leader John Karefa-Smart
said he had strongly advised the AFRC not to name a cabinet, as this would
send a signal to the international community that the coup leaders do not
intend to relinquish power.

ECOWAS foreign ministers will meet Thursday in Conakry, Guinea to assess
the current situation in Sierra Leone, and to work out a framework for
resolving the political crisls there. OAU Secretary-General Sallm Ahmed
Salim and ECOWAS Executive Secretary Edouard Benjamin are expected to
attend the meeting, which will be chaired by Guinean president General
Lansana Conte. In Abjua, Nigeria a senlor army general sald that Nigeria is
not contemplating removing its troops from Nigeria. "If we pull out that will be
a defeatist attitude,” Major-General Patrick Aziza said following a meeting of
Nigeria’s Provisional Ruling Councll. "We have been holding consultations
with the men in command there and we hope it will yield positive results,” he
said.

RUF rebels have been seen In churches, mosques, and other public places
asking forgiveness for atrocities they committed during six years of civil war.
"We have now joined our parents, our brothers and sisters. The war,
mutilations, burnings and indiscriminate killings have stopped,” said RUF
spokesman Lieutenant Eldred Collins in a message repeatedly broadcast on
SLBS radio and television this week. Collins and other members of the RUE-
-now renamed the People's Army of Slerra Leone—have been
attending church services in Freetown.

interior,” Collins said. "We burned,
looted, maimed, and killed but we did not do this because we wanted to. We
had to because that was the only way we could have uprooted a rotten
system.” The AFRC has named three members of the RUF to its rullng
councll, including RUF leader Foday Sankoh, who is currently being detalned
in Nigeria, and Collins, who was named Supervisor of the Department of the
Interior. "We are basically working out a power-sharing arrangement with the
People’s Army so that lasting peace would come.” AFRC spokesman
Colonel Abdul Sesay said. The People's Army's War Council, which serves
as the RUF’s high command, says thet its fighters are ready to disarm, but
only if the ECOMOG intervention force pulls out.

The AFRC acknowledged Tuesday that looting and killlng continues In
Freetown, and promised intensified patrols. The announcement, made over
SLBS (state radio), did little to calm the fears of residents, some of whom
have resorted to vigilantism and street justice. On Wednesday, a teenage
boy was hacked to death by a mob after he was caught breaking Into a
house. His arms and head were chopped off and one testicle placed In his
mouth. "l know the boy. He doesn't live in the area but he frequents it during
the day. He has been leading gangs of boys who break into peopie’s homes,
looting them clean,” a witness said.

The human rights group Amnesty Intemational (Al) repeated its call

http://www sierra-leone.org/slnews0697.html

11635

Page 1 of 2

323

26/04/2007




Sierra Leone News Archives - June 1997 - Sierra Leone Web

Wednesday for the AFRC to respect and protect the fundamental rights of ali
Sierra Leoneans. Among concems aiready raised by directly with Major
Johnny Paul Koroma was the detention of at least 15 people arrested on
June 186, accused of conspiring to overthrow the miiitary government. "We
fear that some of these people may be detained only because they opposed
the military coup which brought the AFRC to power. If this is the case, they
should be immediately and unconditionally released," Al said. Al called for a
fair trial for any of the detained who are accused of a criminal offence, and
noted that there is concem that they will not recelve a fair trial if tried before
a military court. Those arrested are civilians associated with President
Ahmad Tefan Kabbah's government or the Slerra Leone Peopie’s Party
(SLPP), and senior military officers. They are reported to include Dr. Sama
S. Banya (medical doctor and SLPP member), Colonel K.E.S Boyah, Dauda
Bundu, Colonel Tom Carew, Major Francis Gottor (former NPRC Chief of
Defence), Dr. Abdul Jalioh (Member of Parliament), Dr. Bockarie M. Kobba,
Abu Aiah Koroma (Minister for Political and Parilamentary Affairs), Elizabeth
Loveli (Member of Partiament), Colonel R.Y. Koroma, Captain John
Massaquoi, Abdullai Mustapha (State House Liaison Officer), Lieutenant-
Colonel J.AH. Tucker (from Patricia Kabbah's family), Major Vandi Turay
and David Quee (Minister for Local Govemment). At ieast two of those
detained were reportediy physically assauited by soldiers at the time of their
arrest. The are currently being heid incommunicado at Pademba Road
Prison. Al has called for them to be allowed immediate access to their
families, lawyers, and doctors. Al also expressed concem about the
summary executions of suspected looters by military officials. Such kitlings
appear to contravene intemational standards on the use of lethat force, the
group said. Soldiers have kilied at least 10 people in Freetown; similar
killings have been reported in Bo.
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30 July: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan convened a Special
Conference on Sierra Leone Thursday. The conference, which brings
together Sierra Leonean leaders, diplomats, and non-govemmental
organisations, looks to raise funds to support ECOMOG peacekeeping
operations, and to address emergency relief and humanitarian issues as well
as the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Sierra Leone. Annan said that
since the civillan government was reinstated in March, some 500 people
mutilated by AFRC/RUF rebels had been treated and more than 2,000 more
had died in the bush "terrified of meeting another human being.” He called
on the rebels to "lay down their arms without further delay.” Since the
restoration of the Kabbah government, Annan said, the rebels had been
"resisting the govemment's authority in this fighting. Horrific attacks have
been carried out against civilians, inciuding chlldren, that shame all
humanity.” Among those taking part in the conference were President
Kabbah, British Minister of State for Africa Tony Lloyd, U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for Africa Susan Rice, ECOMOG Commander General
Timothy Shelpidi, OAU Secretary-General Salim Salim, European
Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs Emma Bonino, Commonwealth
Secretary-General Chlef Emeka Anyoaku, and ECOWAS Secretary-General
Lansana Kouyate.

President Kabbah told delegates to the United Nations Special Conference
on Sierra Leone Thursday that the gathering represented "an act of
solidarity" with the people of Sierra Leone. "More importantly, we see it also
as a concrete assurance of your determination to join forces with us in
finding substantive solutions to the critical political, social and economic
problems, including those which emerged over the past fourteen months,
and which continue to afflict our people,” he said in his address. Kabbah told
delegates that the ECOMOG force had been experiencing iogistic and
related problems and, unless assistance were forthcoming, “the rebel
activities will not only continue and create more human tragedy, but will also
drain our limited resources.” He also stressed the deteriorating Infrastructure
which had deterred progress in retumning life to normal and compromised the
government's ability to resettle refugees and the displaced. “| have no doubt
that this conference, while assessing the programme of economic recovery,
will also give the plight and vulnerability of refugees and the displaced the
attention which they deserve,” he said. Kabbah said that, in the short term,
the govemment would disband the army and replace it with a new military
"based on competence, professional integrity, loyalty to our democratic
institutions, and patriotism." The new security force, he said, would take into
account ethnic and regional considerations to reflect the diversity of the
nation. Citing the Costa Rican and Panamanian models, Kabbah said that in
the long term Sierra Leone would consider whether it needed an army at all.
*However, | should emphasize that before considering this as an option, we
should definitely have to take into account the availability of a regional or
sub-regional multilateral for