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Justice Jon Kamanda Elected Vice President of Special Court

Justice Jon Kamanda of Sierra Leone has been unanimously elected Vice President of the Special Court
for SierraLeone.

Justice Kamanda holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and International
Relations from Durham University (FBC), and a Diploma in Education from the
University of Sierra Leone.

He trained as a Barrister at the Inns of Court School of Law in London, and was
called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in 1975. From 1976-80 he worked as State
Prosecutor in the Government Law Office, rising to the rank of Senior State
Counsdl. In 1980 he entered private practice in criminal law.

Justice Kamanda has served as an Appeals Court Justice in the Sierra Leone
judiciary since 2004, and is the Presiding Judge in criminal appeals. He has also served as a High Court
Judge in the Civil Division.

In 1982 he was elected to Parliament, and he has served as Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources and
Minister of Health.

He was sworn in as a Special Court Appeals Judge in November 2007.
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The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of SierralLeone. It
is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30
November 1996.
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