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22 JUNE 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

[ RUF22JUNO7A - CR]

Friday, 22 June 2007

[ The accused present]

[ Open session]

[ Upon conmencing at 10.18 a.m]]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norning, counsel. The trial is
resuned. We do have a ruling on the issue that has been the
subj ect of the voir dire proceeding. | will now proceed to
deliver the ruling of the Court.

This is the unaninous ruling of this Trial Chanber on

i ssue of the voluntariness or otherw se of the statenents

to have been made by the first accused to the Prosecution on
successi ve dates between the nonths of March and April 2003,

coupled with that of the voluntariness of the alleged waiver

the first accused of his right to the presence of counse

the said interviews.
Havi ng heard, in the course of the voir dire proceeding,

the case, both for the Prosecution and for the first accused,

presented through witnesses for both the Prosecution and first

accused respectively, and having heard | egal subm ssions by

counsel for the Prosecution, and counsel for the first accused
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t he

the af orenmenti oned issue, and having deliberated upon the said
issue in the light of the evidence and | egal subm ssions put
forward by both sides, this Chanber, taking all the facts and

circunstances as gathered fromthe totality of the evidence

consi deration, and the applicable |aw and jurisprudence in
situations of this nature, finds that the alleged statenents
obtained fromthe first accused during the interviews by the

Prosecution were not voluntary, in that they were obtained by
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fear of prejudice and hope of advantage, held out by persons

authority; the Prosecution having failed to discharge the

of proving beyond reasonabl e doubt the voluntariness of the
al | eged statenents under the provisions of Rule 92, read

conjunctively with Rules 43 and Rule 63 of the Rul es of

and Evi dence.
In the light of these findings, the Chanber accordingly

rules that the alleged statenents are inadnissible under Rule

and cannot be used, even for the limted purpose advanced by
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Prosecution of cross-exam ning the first accused in order to
i mpeach his credibility.

A detail ed reasoned decision will be published in due
course. After this ruling, the Honourable Justice Itoe has a
separate concurring ruling, which he will now deliver

JUDGE ITCEE M Lord Presiding President, Presiding

thank you. | would like to say here that | concur entirely

the decision that has been read by the Honourabl e Presiding

and that in concurring, |'monly adding another el enent in
paragraph 4 of that decision. | would not bother myself or

bot her the audi ence to read paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, because |I'm

board on all those paragraphs, including paragraphs 5 and 6; |
woul d only read paragraph 4.

Thi s Chanber, taking all the facts and circunstances as
gathered fromthe totality of the evidence into consideration
and the applicable |aw and jurisprudence in situations of this
nature, finds that the alleged statenents obtained fromthe
accused during the interviews by the Prosecution and | add --
this is the addition -- as well as his alleged waiver to his

rights to counsel were not voluntary, in that they were
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by fear of prejudice and hope of advantage held out by persons

authority; the Prosecution, having failed to discharge the

of proving beyond reasonabl e doubt the voluntariness of the
statenments, under the provisions of Rule 92, as read

conjunctively with Rules 43 and 63 of the Rul es of Procedure

Evi dence

The addition here is that the separate concurring

includes, as well as his alleged rights to waive the presence

a counsel. This is the clarification | wanted to make.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, Your Lordshi p.
JUDGE I TOE: M Lord President, with your permnission, I

would like at this juncture to acknow edge and hi ghly conmend

prof essi onali sm and the thoroughness of both M Jordash and

M Harrison, and their respective teanms, in the presentation

their evidence and their factual and | egal subm ssions on an

i ssue of such conplexity, whose results, | have no doubt, wll

a very long way to registering yet another nmlestone in the

progress that has been nade so far in donestic and

crimnal law jurisdictions on cases relating to waivers by
accused persons of their rights to counsel, and the rules and

conduct that govern, or should govern, the concept of
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vol untariness in the process of adjudicating on issues

to the admissibility of alleged confessions. | thank you, My
Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, Hi s Lordship, for that
contribution, with which | generally concur

MR JORDASH: May | express our gratitude for the careful
del i berati ons.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. We'Ill now proceed. These
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rulings conclude the formal, rather, formally, the proceeding

voir dire. We'll nowrevert to the main trial for the

of cross-exanination of the first accused on behal f of the
Prosecuti on.
WIl the first accused take the wi tness stand, please.
W TNESS: | SSA HASSAN SESAY [ Conti nued]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The first accused is still under oath.
You wi Il now proceed, M Prosecutor
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash

MR JORDASH: | was just indicating that the Court
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Managenent were taking the list of witnesses with the TF1

to M Sesay. | don't knowif M Harrison wanted that to

or not.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can we resolve that? He has observed

MR HARRI SON: The Prosecution doesn't have an issue with

one way or the other. | amnot sure what the Court's

is?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W can do that.

MR JORDASH. It would assist M Sesay in referring to
people, if he could be --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, quite, because that was the
procedure which we adopted before.

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Madam Courtroom Officer, could

assist in that?
CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR HARRI SON
[ The witness answered through interpreter]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's proceed, please.

MR HARRI SON
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1 Q Wtness, you have given evidence in your direct

testi nony

2 about your first contact with Foday Sankoh, and that was in
1990;

3 is that right?

4 A Yes, late 1990; around Septenber

10:30:31 5 Q And you net Sankoh in Abidjan?

6 A Vell, it was Sankoh who net us in Abidjan. It was not |
7 al one.
8 Q And |' m suggesting to you that Sankoh, he cane to
Abi dj an,
9 and he said that he needed sonme young nen; is that right?
10: 30: 51 10 A No, it was not like that. He needed sone young nen;
yes.
_ 11 Q And |' m suggesting to you around that tine you had been
in
12 Abi dj an for about a year?
13 A Well, it was less than a year
14 Q And you and your friends were introduced to Sankoh?
10: 31: 25 15 A Well, it was Sankoh who went and net one of our friends
who
16 was Kaifa Way and later it was Kaifa Way who introduced ne to
17 Sankoh.
18 JUDGE BOQUTET: What's the name you're using? Wo
19 i ntroduced you to Sankoh?
10: 31: 51 20 THE WTNESS: Kaifa Way was the one who introduced ne to
21 Pa Morlai, who was Sankoh.
Vor | a 22 JUDGE BOUTET: Can you spend that nane, please? Not
rl ai

23 t he ot her nane.
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THE WTNESS: M Lord, K-A-I-F-A Kaifa. Wi, it's WA
[sic].

JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you

MR HARRI SON
Q And after having nmet Sankoh, you know that Sankoh went

for some tinme, then came back to Abidjan?
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A Well, at the tinme that we nmet Sankoh, when we knew

he did not go and cane back

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
instructed to go a little bit slow

MR HARRI SON:  |If you could just pause for a nonent.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Take it slowy, M Sesay.
MR HARRI SON

Q It's the interpreters who interrupted, and they were

if you could perhaps try to slow your pace sonmewhat so that

interpreters could follow you

Again, as M Jordash suggested
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you before, you may find it a nore efficient process if you

to speak for two or three sentences, then to pause so that the
interpreters could keep pace with you
A Ckay, M Harrison. Ask the question again.

Q What |'d asked you, and |'d suggested to you, that

had gone away for sone time from Abidjan and then he cane back
and you saw himagain; is that right?
A No, it was not |ike that.

Q I'"msuggesting to you that, in fact, Sankoh, he went

came back, and he told you that he had been with Bl aze

and Ghadaffi; is that right?

A No, Sankoh did not tell me that. 1, and ny fell ows who
were with us, they did not tell us sonething like that.

Q And that he also told you that he wanted to take the APC
out of power; is that right?

A No, it was not like that. He did not tell us that in
Abidjan. It was in Abidjan that he told us that -- it was in
Li beria that he told us that.

Q So you're saying that it's in Liberia where Sankoh told
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that he wanted to take the APC out of power?
A No, it was not this time. The tinme that | first saw

Sankoh, it was the very first time that he took us to Danane

he brought us to Liberia. And what he told us in Abidjan, he
said that he had a job for young nen in the restaurant, in
Burkina Faso. So the mnibus that he chartered, he took us to

Danane and, fromthere, they took us to Liberia but, in

Foday Sankoh did not tell us anything about Bl aise Conpaore or

CGhadaffi, or to overthrow the APC. That was not what he told

Q So when you say you went from Danane, the place you went

was Cbarnga; is that right?

A Vell, | said from Danane, we were taken to Ganta. From
Ganta they took us to Cuttington, which was one university.
did not say that --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | did not get the |ast

of the witness's testinony. Wuld he be instructed to repeat.
MR HARRI SON

Q If you can just pause again. The interpreter asked you

repeat the last portion of your testinony.

A Yes. | said, Foday Sankoh took us to Ganta. From

he took us to Cuttington. | said, | did not tell you that

Sankoh took us to Goarnga.
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Q And |' m suggesting to you that you were taken to

executive ground at Gbarnga; do you accept that?
A No, it was not |ike that.

Q And when you went to the executive ground at Gbarnga

actually net Taylor; do you accept that?
A | said it did not happen that way. That was not what |

sai d here
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Q And, in fact, when you first net Taylor, he canme and

greeted you at the executive ground; is that right?

A No, it did not -- it did not happen that way.

Q And, in fact, what happened is, at the executive ground
Tayl or cane outside and he said to you, "Hello, gentlenen."

Asked you how you were doing and that was your first contact

Charles Taylor; is that right?

JUDGE I TOE: M Harrison, you are breaki ng your own

you're a bit fast.
MR HARRI SON

Q I"Il put it to you again. |'m suggesting to you that



12 met Charles Taylor at the executive ground, that Taylor canme

13 outside and said "hello" to you; is that right?
14 A | said, it did not happen that way.
10: 38: 08 15 Q And you do agree with me that you went to Canp Naana?
16 A Well, from Cuttington, yes, | went to Canp Naana.
17 Q And you woul d have arrived at Canp Naama in very late
19907
18 A Well, it was just one to two weeks | spent at
Cuttington;

19 then | went to Naama. That was |late in 1990.

10: 38: 53 20 Q And is it right you go directly from Cuttington
Uni versity

21 Campus to Canp Naama?

22 A Yes, there we were taken. It was not | alone. W were

23 many in the truck.

24 Q And when you get to Canp Naane, that's when you began
10: 39: 21 25 undergoing training; is that right?

26 A Yes.

27 Q And from Canp Naama, you are aware that you're being

28 trained as part of the RUF?

29 A Yes, | was trained to be part of the RUF because, during
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that tinme, | did not have any way of |eaving Canp Naana.

Q And with respect to your training at Naama, that woul d

continued up to March of 19917
A Yes.
Q And it's while you are at Canp Naama that you appreciate

that you were going to attack the APC to renmpove them from

is that right?

A Vel l, when we were at Naamm, yes, that was why | told

that, at the tinme that Foday Sankoh spoke about it, during

time | did not have any neans to | eave Naana. There was no

to | eave Naama because one of our colleagues, who attenpted to

escape, he lost his life, according to Foday Sankoh, so | did

have any way to | eave Naanma

Q Just to return to the question: 1'd suggested to you

it's while you were at Canp Naama you cane to understand that

were going to attack Sierra Leone to renove the APC from

A Yes, that's true. That was what Foday Sankoh sai d.

Q And while you were at Canp Naama, there were Liberian
instructors there for you; is that right?

A Yes. Those that were under Foday Sankoh, who were |saac

Mongor and three others who were there; |saac Mongor, Pl

and Sylvester Ml er

MR HARRI SON: | think, perhaps for the benefit of the



24 reporters, we should maybe go over the nanes again.

10: 42: 29 25 Q I think the first one was |Isaac Mongor; is that right?
26 A Yes. The Liberian instructors; |saac Myngor; Konganu
27 Q And if you could just pause there; do you know how to
spel
28 t hat ?
’ 29 A No, M Harrison, | think you can spell them | do not
now
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1 how to spell them
2 Q Unfortunately, | don't know how to spell that but if
was
3 to say it phonetically, could you tell ne if 1've got it
4 correctly. Kongonor?
10:43:12 5 A Konganu. Even when ny | awer was exanmning ne, | told
hi m
6 that | did not know how to spell the word Konganu
7 Q And | think one of the other nanes was Pl ?
8 A Yes, Pl had his real nane.
9 Q And do you know the real nanme?
10: 43: 44 10 A H s real name was AB Wangbe. AB WAngbe.
11 Q AB being the first nane?
12 A ABS. And the surnane is Wangbe.



13 Q And did you list a fourth nane as being a Liberian

14 instructor there?

10: 44: 19 15 A Yes; Sylvester M|l er

16 Q And while you're being trained at Canp Naanma, you were

17 aware that these Liberians were doing the training under the
18 instruction of Charles Taylor?
19 A Well, | did not know that because it was Foday Sankoh

who

10: 44: 49 20 brought themto Naama, and | had never seen Charles Tayl or go
to

21 Naama, so | would not be able to tell you that.

22 Q And during the time that you were being trained at Canp
23 Naama, there was up to 500 other recruits being trained?

24 A You nmean we, the RUF, who were at Canp Naamm, if we're

up
10: 45: 22 25 to 5007?

26 Q Yes, that's right.
27 A No, we were not up to 500. We were not up to 500. W
wer e
28 not even up to 400.
29 Q So it would be sonewhere between 300 to 4007
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 A Well, 300 plus. But |less than 350, even
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Q And at the sane tinme that you and the other RUF were

trained, there's also training taking place of Liberians at

Naama?

A No. | was in the RUF canp. Foday Sankoh and the
instructors, Mhaned Tarawal | i e, Rashid Mansaray, M ke Lanin,
they did not allow us to go out of the canp. He said that was

out of bounds, we should not go out of the canp, except when

went to train us, that was the time that we would go out of

canp. So | would not tell you about what happened out of the
canmp in which | was.

JUDGE I TOE: Let's have the nanmes of those you've

You' ve cal |l ed Rashid Mansaray, Mbhamed Tarawal | i e?
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
JUDGE | TCE:  And who el se?

THE WTNESS: M ke Lami n, and Foday Sankoh hinsel f.

were the authorities at the base during that time. And they

that we were not to go out of the canp, and that if we were
caught going out of the canp, they would take serious actions
against us. So | did not go out of the canp.

MR HARRI SON

Q You' ve nentioned the names of Mhanmed Tarawal li e and

Mansar ay; you know that they were persons who were trained in
Li bya?

A I ncluding Mke Lanin, because they had the sane status
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maj ors, who had been training us.

Q And al so trained in Libya were Patrick Lam n and Foday
Sankoh?
A vell --
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THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would he be -- okay.

MR HARRI SON: | f you could just pause.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Yes, Your Honours. | would like the
witness to speak a little bit loud, so as to allow the

interpreter to get what he's saying.

MR HARRI SON
Q On this occasion, the interpreter is asking if you could
speak | ouder so that he could hear you. |I'mnot sure if that

requires noving the nmcrophone closer to you or not.
A Yes. | said, Mke Lamn, Patrick Lam n, Foday Sankoh

Mohaned Tarawal | ie, Rashid Mansaray, all were trained in

Q Now, while you were at Canp Naamm, you net Augustine

there; is that right?

A Augustine Gbhao net nme there. That was what | said in
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Court.

Q And you also net Morris Kallon there?

A Morris Kallon nmet me there. MKke Lanmin came with Morris
Kallon --

Q And --

A -- at the base in Canp Naana.

Q In around March of 1991, you | eave Canp Naama to go to

Kai | ahun; is that correct?

A They put me in a truck to go to Kailahun. | did not do
that on ny owmn volition. It was Foday Sankoh who put nme in a
truck.

Q And you went to Kailahun, but others went to Pujehun

District; is that right?

A Yes, M Harris [sic]. Foday Sankoh divided the group

two; one group for Kailahun and one group for Pujehun

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q And one of the persons who went with you to Kail ahun was

Li beri an named Sam Tuah?

A Those ones, we met themat Lofa. They were not at
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Yes, but he was in the group in Kailahun
Q And you knew that --

JUDGE I TCE: M Harrison, the name again? The nane of -

MR HARRI SON: It was Sam Tuah.

Q And witness, I'Il try to spell the last nane. You tel

if I"'mcorrect or not. T-UA-H?
A Yes, Tuabh.

Q And |'m suggesting to you that you were in fact escorted

Kai | ahun by Charles Tayl or who hinmself went with you as far as
Voinjama; is that right?

A No, that's not correct. That's not correct. From

when we were taken, we went straight to Golahun. There, Foday
Sankoh t ook us.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that Tayl or and Sankoh stopped

Voi nj ama and you and the others continued on to Sierra Leone;

that right?

A | said that was not true. It was Foday Sankoh who came

| eft us at Gol ahun. Foday Sankoh came straight from Naama to
Gol ahun when he canme with us. That was what | said.

Q And the attack that takes place in Kailahun, that's on

March 1991; is that right?
A. Well, we were at the base, and we heard that there was

firing, first between the Sierra Leone soldiers and the

NPFL fighters, because of a trade that they had been doing in
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Bormaru, wherein the NPFL rebels sold | ooted vehicles to the

in Bomaru. The officer who was there, | think there was a

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

22 JUNE 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

probl em whi ch concerned paid NPFL rebels, so that was what

brought the fight between the SLA and NPFL, and during that

we were in the base. It was after that that Foday Sankoh

us and asked us to attack Bomar u.

Q So the attack was initiated by the NPFL rebels; is that
right?
A Well, that's what | have explained. They had been

with the soldiers. But they gave vehicles to the soldiers and
the soldiers did not want to pay themtheir noney. So therein
they start --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go a

little bit slow

MR HARRI SON
Q It's the same problem M Sesay. The interpreters need
some time --

A I woul d repeat.
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Q -- totry tointerpret for you. And if you were to try

remenber that if you speak for a few sentences, and then

that would give the interpreters a chance to keep pace with

A kay, sir. | said, there was trade between the NPFL
fighters in Liberia and the SLAs in Bomaru. They gave them

vehicl es, for which we are supposed to pay, and the soldiers

not pay. That was why fighting ensued in Bomaru before Foday
Sankoh took us from Naama and brought us to the borderline
wherein the attack took place in Bonaru.

Q And the Liberians there were joined by at |east one

commander; is that right?
A Well, that one was not with us at Bomaru, because

bel onged to the Bomaru group. The Bomaru group -- during that
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time, it was Mke Lam n and the other RUF commanders who

Bonaru and Bai wal a.

Q And you knew that the Liberians were there? They were

under the control of Charles Taylor?
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A Well, the NPFL, their boss was Taylor. That, | wll not

deny. It was Taylor that was the | eader of the NPFL, but we

canme to Sierra Leone, the man who had been commandi ng the NPFL

91 in Kailahun, they called himBe, Anthony Makunagbe, and he

been working w th Foday Sankoh.

Q Again, |I'Il try to assist the reporter. | think you

the nane Ant hony Makunagbe?

A. | said he was the commander of the Liberians in

and he had been working for Foday Sankoh

Q And tell me if |I've got the spelling of his last name
right: MA-K-UNA-GB-E?

A Yes, Makunagbe.

Q Now, you'd agree with me insofar as fromlate 1996 up

the end of the war, you were the comrander of Morris Kallon

that right?
A Well, from 1996 up to the end of the war?
Q Yes. Let's just go from say, Novenber 1996, up unti

end of the war?

A No. | can -- | can explain. Because Novenber '96, |

maj or and Kall on was a nmaj or and where Kallon was, he was in

Northern Jungle, the Kangari Hills, and | was at G enm, so he

not been taking orders fromme; he had been taking orders from

| saac Mongor who was his commander. Till -- from Novenber
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till March '97, all of us had the sane rank and sone -- let ne

say sonetime between '97 to 2000, sometines he had been
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under me, sonetinmes, he had not been working under ne, because

the areas in which we were, because we were not in the sane

RUF had been functioning in areas -- in different areas. So

you were in this area, Kallon would be in a different area, so

woul d have to work under the comuander -- he was working with

conmander of the area in which he was; do you understand that?
Q Now, going back to '91 and '92, in that tine frame, it

woul d have been the case that in fact Kallon woul d have been

commander for a period of time; is that right?

JUDGE I TOE: '91 to?

MR HARRI SON: ' 92

JUDGE I TCE: Is that very relevant to him to the
i ndictment, M Harrison?

MR HARRI SON: If the Court deens it not to be rel evant -



11: 00: 32 15 JUDGE ITOE: |I'mjust putting the question. If you want
to

. 16 create a nexus to that, fine. QOherwise, ny inmediate

reaction

17 woul d be that it would not appear to be relevant to the

18 indictment. |If you want to create a nexus, fine.

19 MR HARRI SON:  Yes, as | see it, that's fine.

11: 00: 33 20 Q Let's nove forward in tine, then. |'mgoing to suggest

to

21 you that, by 1993, there was a time when you were instructed
to

22 go to Liberia, to Foya; is that right?

23 A I was not instructed to go to Foya. Foday Sankoh

24 instructed me to go to Bendu, the borderline.

11: 01: 03 25 Q And the reason to go to Bendu was to take part in

fighting

26 against ULIMO is that right?

27 A Yes, because the ULI M had been advanci ng towards the

28 borderline, and the ULIMO was part of the Sierra Leone

29 governnent. They came fromhere. So they had al so been
fighting

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 18
22 JUNE 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 agai nst us.

2 Q You' ve given evidence in your direct testinmony that, in
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1994, you were the area conmander in Kailahun; is that right?

A Well, | became an area commander in Kailahun in July

That was the time that Foday Sankoh appointed ne as area

conmander and he instructed nme to | eave Punudu Vil l age and

and base at G emn

Q By that tinme in 1994, you have already reached the rank
maj or ?
A Well, it was in the sanme month that he pronoted ne. The

sanme day that he gave ne the position, that was the sane day

he pronoted me. But, later, in 1996, he denoted ne. So he

give you a rank today, and after two or three days, or two or
three nmonths, he woul d denpte you agai n.

JUDGE BOUTET: When was that you say you were denoted?

19967?

THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord. | was denoted in '96 from
maj or back to captain, and | --

JUDGE BOUTET: You were renoved fromwhat, nmajor? Mjor
rank?

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord. | said | was denoted

maj or to captain. Foday Sankoh denpted me from mgjor to

in'96. And from-- the denotion took place in April/My and,

fromthat tinme to Novenber, | did not have any assignnent, and

was a captain.
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MR HARRI SON
Q And t hroughout the RUF, persons were assigned different
ranks; do you agree with that?

A Yes. They were assigning people with different ranks.
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Q And the ranks had an obvi ous purpose, didn't they? The

purpose was to create a structure of conmand; is that right?

A Wel |, sone ranks had a instructions of command, sone had

instructions of comrand. Because, in 1994, Foday Sankoh had

with the RUF to the jungle. And I, from'94 to '97, | was

in Kailahun. | did not take part in any jungle.
Q And t he purpose --

JUDGE BQUTET: M Harrison, maybe you wish to clarify

because | have -- |I'mnot sure that your question was properly

answered or understood. You were talking of RUF persons who

assi gned rank, but the witness is talking of ranks and

as being two different notions, if | can put it this way. And

hi s answers subsequent to that seemto confirmthat to an
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MR HARRI SON

Q There may be a bit of confusion. Let me just give you

opportunity to try to understand the question again. You've
tal ked about different ranks that exist in the RUF. And | was

putting it to you that the ranks had a function, and the

function was to show the command structure of the RUF, is that

right?
A Wel |, Foday Sankoh woul d give ranks, yes.
Q And it would be obvious, wouldn't it, that often the

woul d be that a captain would tell a corporal what to do; is

right?

A Vll, if the captain was -- for exanple, if the captain

in Gema in '94, the captain would tell the corporal what to

But the captain who was in Gema in '94 would not tell the

corporal in Peyama what to do. No. And the captain in G ens,

woul d not tell a corporal in Zogoda what to do, or a corpora
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the Kangari Hills what to do

Q Now, continuing on with what | think may have been part

the confusion, just so the record is clear on this, and we can

pursue it later on, but it may have been the case that you

trying to give an answer that sonehow di stingui shed between a
rank and an assignnent. Wre you attenpting to do that?

A Well, M Harrison, frankly speaking, at the early days

the war, Foday Sankoh was given the ranks and assignnents that

mat ched. What | nean by that, the rank and the assi gnnent

go together. But there was sone confusion, because this

or | think Foday Sankoh had his own opi ni on when he gave a

rank and a hi gher position -- no, | nmean, when he gave a

position, and he would give you a | ower rank. So the next man
who has the higher rank woul d not respect or take instructions

fromyou who had a | ower rank, but a higher position. That

what happened in '97. Those were the pronotions Foday Sankoh
gave.

Q And by early 1997, February/ March, you becane the

battl e-group conmander of the RUF; is that right?

A What year?

Q I n February/March 1997, you becanme the battl e-group
conmmander of the RUF.

A No, M Harris, this is what '"'mtrying to explain. |
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not the battlefield, but a battle group in March '97. Foday -

Q I think there may be an interpretation problem The
question that was put to you is the following: In March
or February --

JUDGE | TCE: You said February/ March

MR HARRI SON
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Q February/ March, March or February 1997, you were

the battl e-group conmander of the RUF;, is that right?
A Well, I would answer to explain. Yes, that is correct.

But | can explain, please. This time in March '97, Foday

was in Nigeria. It was the first time when the RUF began in

when he appointed a battle-group conmmander, but with a | ower
rank. Wiile the area commander, he had a senior rank than the

battle group. So the area commander woul d not take

because the battle-group commander's rank, he was lower in

Q Well, 1'msuggesting to you, M Sesay, that that's a

convenient story that you've invented and that the reality is
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this: As a battle-group conmander, you were superior to

in the RUF, except for the battlefield conmander and the

Do you accept that?
A Vell, | conpletely disagree with that, and peopl e know

about this. Because Foday Sankoh pronoted Supernan as a

who was an area commander; |saac Mongor as a col onel; M ke

as a colonel. And these four colonels said they would not

instructions fromne, who was a |ieutenant-colonel. This was

confusion anong ourselves. By that tinme | was not yet

but this was the confusion in '97. And Supernan, |saac

M ke Lamin, | had no authority over themin '97, '98, and even
' 99.
Q In fact, as the battle-group commander, the reality was

that all area commanders reported to you; do you accept that?

A No, | don't accept that. | have told you that there was
probl em - -
Q Yes. And | don't think you need to say it again. W've

all heard what the problemis. So if we could just continue
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Now, Sankoh --
JUDGE ITOE: |I'mnot very sure it's the sane problem

MR HARRI SON: Al right.

JUDGE I TOE: |'mnot very sure.
MR HARRI SON:
Q If it's a different problem you're allowed to tell the

Court.
JUDGE ITOE: Is it a different problem M Sesay, or you
have nmentioned it here before?

THE WTNESS: No, sir. It's an addition | want to nake

what | nentioned earlier. M Lord, the jungles were created

in Decenber '94 -- '97 by Foday Sankoh. And in '91 to '97,

the thousands of RUF who were in Pujehun District who had cone

the Kangari Hills from'94 who had nigrated to the Western
Jungl e, were at the Bo Highway jungle before the '97 coup. So
these nen did not know ne from Kai l ahun. Mst of them cane to

know me in person when we net with the AFRC, so to say those

commanders were reporting to nme, that was not the case. That

not how it operat ed.

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter: The jungle

created in 1993 and not ' 97.
MR HARRI SON:

Q Did you hear what that supposed correction was? Are you
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A No, | didn't get the correction.
Q Just to make sure you understood, the interpreter nmade a

correction that the jungle was created in 1993 and not 1997

that what you under st ood?

A Yes. | said, the jungles were created from Decenber '93
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and | did not take part in these jungles until '97 when | net

with these jungle men for the first time, nost of them and

RUF was not a professional arny.
Q Now, at the tinme that you were pronoted to battle-group

commander, Bockarie was pronoted to battlefield commander; do

agree with that?

A Well, | was given the position -- Foday Sankoh gave mne

position of battle group and | was in Germa in '97 while

was in Buedu. The two areas what were functioning by then for
the RUF, the Kangari Hills and the Western Jungle, those two

commanders were reporting to Bockarie and not to ne.
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Q The question was a little bit sinpler. Wen you were
pronoted to battle-group commander, at the sane tinme, Bockarie
was made the battlefield conmander; do you accept that?

PRESIDING JUDGE: |Is that true, M Sesay? It's a sinple
quest i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Let's proceed.

MR HARRI SON

Q And as a battle-group commander, you reported directly

the battlefield comrmander; do you accept that?
A Wth what was happening in -- only in Gema, | could not

report fromMarch to May before the coup. | was unable to

to Bockarie any activity on the Western Jungle or the northern
Kangari Hills. No. | was only reporting about what was
happening in G enma and the surroundi ng areas.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: WAs your question as to the norm or

practice?

MR HARRI SON:  Yes. The question would have been as to
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1 norm

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. He probably now confuses that
Wi th
3 the practice.
4 MR HARRI SON
11:17:03 5 Q I'"'msuggesting to you that the only person that you
6 reported to when you were the battle-group commander was
7 Bockarie, the battlefield conmander; do you accept that?
8 A Yes, that was true
9 Q And the only person Bockarie would have reported to as a
11:17:21 10 battl efield cormander woul d have been the | eader; do you
accept
11 t hat ?
12 A Yes.
13 Q Now, just dealing with you for a bit |onger --
. 14 A Yes, but you're tal king about RUF affairs. So if you
j ust
11:17:51 15 say | was only reporting to the field commander, then you are
not
16 concerned about where | was not based at the Northern Jungle
and
17 the Western Jungle. They were not reporting to ne.
18 Q Just so that you're not under any confusion, M Sesay,
t he
19 question was: You reported only to the battlefield conmander

11:18: 20 20 when you were the battle-group commander. That's not that

21 compl ex a question, and | thought you'd accepted that.

22 A Yes. | accept it with condition so that | can explain
to

23 you so that you be aware that the main force and the heavi est

24 group of the RUF, so you don't care about their own side of

11:18:46 25 reporting, the Northern Jungle and the Kangari Hills?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Those questions night cone |ater on

this is a different question. Each particular question is
designed to help you to understand which particul ar aspect

counsel is trying to focus on. And if only you can direct
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question to what the question was. Later on you can add what

want to add. But if you want to explain everything, even when
the question does not relate to that, then we will not see the
end of this exercise. Do you follow?

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: O herwi se, we'll not even | et counse

you questions. W wll just say, "You tell us everything

it." So, please let us get a little focused on the questions

bei ng asked. You can explain when you' ve answered a question

you think there's sone condition you need to attach to your
answer. Al right?
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Continue, counsel
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THE W TNESS

Yes, si

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  No,

we run into difficul
far, trying --
THE W TNESS

ty. A

r, but --

no. W nust have a nethod,

| right? You've been doing well so

Yes, but --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: - -

seemto nme not right

if he

but what I'msaying is that it

asks a question: "Is A B?" for

to say, or you |leave that question and you want to tell us

sonmet hing el se not related to the question. That woul d not

really be the proper way to go. In other words, we'll confuse

the record. So just

listen to the question carefully and,

you answer, think carefully. Al right. Let's proceed,

JUDGE I TOE: M Lord, he was pointing --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you trying to say -- okay, let's

your response.

THE W TNESS
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question he asked ne, and |'ve answered. And if you | ook at

answer | gave, that was a very big responsibility on ny side

that's why | want to explain in details, so that the Court

under st and.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, we're not precluding you from

explaining. It's just that you nust listen first to the

to try and see what the questioner is trying to get at, and

you answer and then you expand on it. W're not going to
precl ude you from expandi ng on questions. Very well.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR HARRI SON:
Q We'll just try to focus your mind a little bit nore
sharply. As a battle-group conmander, the only person you
reported to was the battlefield commander; do you accept that?
A I was not the only one reporting to himbut | --

JUDCGE I TOE: M Sesay --

JUDGE BOUTET: That's not the question

JUDGE | TCE: -- listen to the advice

JUDGE BQUTET: M Sesay, please [indiscernible]. That's
not the question, M Sesay. |f you don't understand the

guestion, ask that the question be asked of you again. But

question is a very sinple one. The only person to whom you

reported -- not others, you -- was the battlefield comuander.
That's the question.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W want to tell you that we know, from
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your testinmony, you have a lot of information, alnost to the
poi nt of being encycl opaedic in your know edge about this

process. All counsel is trying to do is get the picture in

and pieces, not all in one go |like that because that can
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the Court. That's why he puts specific questions. O herw se

we'll just say to you: Sit there, tell us your story, and no

questions put to you. But that's not the process. So try and

help us to be focused and listen carefully to the question

if you don't understand it, ask counsel to repeat it, or even

make it clearer if you think it's opaque or obscure. Al

It's a gentle process. Counsel --
MR JORDASH. Sorry, can | just --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do sit down, M Harrison

MR JORDASH: Can | just inquire as to whether the

is directed at a particular tine.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, let's give counsel a chance.

will -- as we say, we are all here to help elicit the

He
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and where the question is unclear, counsel has a duty to nake

clear and where it's conplicated, he has a duty to sinplify

So if we can use that nethodol ogy, we'll all be happy.

he's aski ng whet her --

JUDGE | TCE: M Jordash, we have it on record that we're
in March 1997.

MR JORDASH: |If we're tal king March then, thank you

JUDGE I TOE: That is where we are.

JUDGE BOQUTET: The questions have been related to that:
When he was pronoted and nmade the battl e-group comuander,

Bockarie was made the battlefield commander. That's what

tal ki ng about.
MR JORDASH. | was sinply inquiring, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay, counsel. Counsel

O course, you see -- | would nowin fact say you have been

careful. Wenever a question is not understood, you actually
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and go over it. Let's keep making that effort. We'll

be able to elicit all of the evidence in a conprehensible and
intelligible way. Conti nue.
MR HARRI SON

Q Just so you're not under a misunderstanding, | wll try

put the question to you in slightly different words. You' ve

us that you were nade the battle-group conmander, and | think

agree that the only person you reported to was the battlefield
commander; is that right?
A Yes, that's true

JUDGE I TOE: So, M Sesay, you've answered the question
simply as that.

MR HARRI SON

Q And |' m suggesting to you that you were nade a col one

Johnny Paul Koroma; is that right?
A No. | was a |lieutenant-colonel

Q I'"msuggesting to you that, in April 1998, you were nade

col onel by Johnny Paul Korona.

A April '98, Sam Bockarie pronoted nme to col onel
Q And |I'mal so going to suggest to you that, much later in

time, you were nmade the interimleader of the RUF, do you

t hat ?
A Yes. In August 2000. | accept that.
Q And, as the interimleader, Superman was made your



11:26: 31 25 is that right?

26 A Yes. Superman was a field commander for few nonths,
t hen
27 he resigned from RUF.
28 Q And --
29 JUDGE | TCE: That question is not answered.
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1 JUDGE BOQUTET: Did he nake you a deputy; that was the
2 question. You were the interimleader, you say, in August
2000.
3 The question then: Superman was nmade your deputy; that was
t he
4 question. Was he or was he not?
11: 27: 02 5 THE WTNESS: M Lord, a deputy rebel |eader -- a deputy
6 interimleader was not in existence. Wen | was nade an
interim
7 | eader, Superman was a field commander for a short while and
t hen
8 he resigned fromthe RUF.
9 MR HARRI SON
11:27: 37 10 Q During that sanme time when you were the interiml eader,

11 Morris Kallon had a deputy, and that was G bril Mssaquoi; is

12 that right?
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A Yes. Sankoh -- sorry, Kallon was the battle group and
G bril the deputy. That was the case.
Q Now, I'mgoing to nove on to a slightly different topic.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Perhaps we should, since it's a

different topic, we'll probably just take the break and give

time to take it up when we cone back. Let's take the norning
br eak.
[Break taken at 11.27 a.m]
[ RUF22JUNO7B - MD|
[ Upon resuming at 12.10 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The Prosecution will continue, please.
MR HARRI SON:
Q Now, there was a tine when ULI MO bl ocked the arned
transport route fromdLiberia to Sierra Leone; is that right?

A Yes, that is true. Wen ULI MO captured Lofa County,

April, My 1993.

Q And by the tine Taylor's elected in '97, that transport
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route into Sierra Leone is working again, isn't it?
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A Well, | don't go to Liberia in 1997. It was before the

overthrow in Freetown, in May '97. It was the ECOMOG troops,

Senegal ese that were deployed in the border between Sierra

and Li beri a.

Q The question was sonewhat different: |'m asking you

after Taylor was elected, the route of carrying arms into

Leone was re-established and operating; do you accept that?

A Wl |, that was not to ny know edge in '97

Q And what |'msaying to you is that it was Col onel Jungle
and Col onel Zigzag Mazzah, who were largely responsible for
bringing the arns into Sierra Leone; do you accept that?

A | disagree. In '97, | did not know about any arns,

amuni tion that was brought to the RUF in Kailahun. No, that

not happen.
Q And you know that --

JUDGE BOQUTET: Was your question to Kailahun or to

Leone?
MR HARRI SON: Yes, it was to Sierra Leone. |f the Court
woul d just wait one nmonent.

JUDGE BQUTET: Ckay.

MR HARRISON: | will ask a few nore questions and try to
pick it up.
Q And |' m suggesting to you that you knew or know t hat

Col onel Jungle acted as a |iaison between Bockarie and Tayl or?

A Well, in'"97 | did not know that. But | knew that
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was there in '96, '97, in Cote d'Ivoire, because he was with
Foday Sankoh. And Jungle had been in Kailahun District al

along. In '"93, '94, '95, he was in Kailahun
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Q And you know that Col onel Jungle is a Liberian?
A Wel |, Col onel Jungle, yes, but he was born on the

bor derl i ne. H s mother was from Buedu and his father was from

Foya Tengeya. That was the border between Kail ahun and

around that dawa. Because it was the same tribe that was in

Liberia and in Sierra Leone again, the Kissi

Q And do you know that Col onel Jungle's nane is Dani el
A Dani el Tamba. Yes, that was his nane.
Q And you had earlier answered a question sonewhat

differently fromwhat it was put, and you heard Judge Bout et

a comment. |'Il just return to that now |'m suggesting to

that Col onel Jungl e and xxxxx were the persons |largely
responsible for bringing or arranging arms to be brought into
Sierra Leone; do you accept that?

A | said, | did not know that and that did not happen.



did

say

can't

12: 16: 52

'97

any

12:17: 13

Pl ease

your

route

Page 32

Jungl e

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

ammuni tion that canme, the flight came to Magburaka

JUDGE I TOE: No, if you do not know, you cannot say it

not happen. How can you say you do not know and you add and

it cannot happen. |f you don't know, you don't know. You

assert that you do not know and yet profess that it did not
happen.

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, that did not take place in

in Kailahun, that's what | was saying. | was in Kailahun from

January to May and, from May to Decenber, | did not hear from

RUF that ammunition was brought to Kail ahun through the Lofa
road, no.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Sesay, this is not the question

listen to the question and try to answer it to the best of

ability. The question was not whether it was taken by that
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or not. The question was, sinply: Do you know if Col one



2 and Col onel Zigzag had the responsibility to arrange and bring

3 arns and anmunition to Sierra Leone. There was no reference
to
4 any particular route, nor Kailahun. |It's just to Sierra
Leone.
12:17:51 5 You either know or not know. You say, "Well, | was in
Kai | ahun. "
6 Wll, it my be. But that's not the question. |If you don't
7 know, you don't know.
8 THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, | did not know about this
I
9 did not know about this, sir.
12:18: 06 10 MR HARRI SON
11 Q And part of your answer nay have been sonewhat --
12 JUDGE I TCEE M Harrison, please. You know Col one
Jungl e;
13 do you know Col onel Zigzag as well?
14 THE WTNESS: Well, in '"97 | did not know Zi gzag
12:18:29 15 JUDGE | TCE: Did you know Col onel Zigzag; that's the
16 question. | have not put a tine frane.
17 THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord. | knew Jungle, who was
Gener a
18 Tanmba and, later, | knew Mazzah
19 JUDGE | TCE: WMazzah. |s Mazzah the sanme as Zi gzag?
12:18:52 20 THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
21 MR HARRI SON
22 Q And when you say that you knew Mazzah, you al so knew
t hat
23 he was a person who worked with Benjamin Yeaten?
24 A Well, I'msaying that | knew these people in 2000.
was

12:19: 23 25 not in Liberia to know whet her he had been working with
Yeat en.
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Q If you just listen and | will try to put the question

again. Do you know today that Zigzag Mazzah was the liaison

assistant to Benjam n Yeaten?

A No, | don't know.
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Q And goi ng back to the novenent of arnms fromLiberia to
Sierra Leone, |'m suggesting to you that arnms were transported

regularly fromlLiberia to Sierra Leone in 1997, 1998, 1999 and
2000; do you accept that?
A Wll, | did not see arns.

Q Yes. You can say you don't see arnms, but I'msaying to

that you know that they were transported fromLiberia to

Leone during the years 1997 to 20007

A Vell, | only knew once that Bockarie, he hinself cane

ammuni ti on in Decenmber 1998, and he told nme, he gave ne an

that he brought these amunition from Burkina Faso

JUDGE | TOE: Please, M Sesay, answer the question



13
Li beri a
14
12: 21:30 15
about
16
17
18
occasi on,
19
only
12: 21: 49 20
21
wel | .
22
23
24
from
12: 22: 18 25
Buedu.
26
27
28
t he
29
ar ns.
Page 34

the question. Do you know whether arns were com ng from

into Sierra Leone?

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, | said, | did not know

arms. | only know about one time when Bockarie brought some
amuni tion in Decenber.

JUDGE I TCE: So you only know of this one unique

when Bockarie brought arns fromLiberia into -- this is the

occasi on you remenber?

THE WTNESS: WM Lord, what |'msaying, | do recal

I said, only once Sam Bockarie, in Decenber '98, he came with
ammunition; it was not arns. But during 1998, Bockarie had

Mat t hew Kennedy in Kail ahun, who had been buying anmunition

ULI MO. Kennedy had been buying this and bringing themto

JUDGE BOUTET: But the question the question was again a
very general question: Do you know if arns were com ng from

Liberia to Sierra Leone in '97, '98, '99 and 2000. That was

question. Now you're saying that, yes, Kennedy was buying
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There was no specification that it came from ULI MO or the

MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, | understand he's answered
differently to that. M Sesay is nmaking a distinction between
arnms and ammunition. He said: | don't know about arns com ng
in. | know about --

JUDGE BOQUTET: Ammuni tion

MR JORDASH: -- ammunition in Decenber 98, and | al so

about ammuni tion bought by Kennedy.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But why not stop at | don't know about
arms comng in? Wy not just stop there?

MR JORDASH. Well, | think the questions went on a bit
further.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, no, no. The question was clearly
now, in that context, Liberia to Sierra Leone, during those
periods. Wy not just stop there? Wy not just say: | don't

know about arnms coming in. Wy go and give us -- and that's

complicates the situation. Wen a question is asked and

a question that ainms at precision, then the witness takes the
opportunity of expanding and then bringing sonething which may
wel | be extraneous, and that's what we are trying to contain.

Let himtry again. It nmay well be that because, as

that his encycl opaedi c know edge of the whole thing, it makes

difficult for himto keep them separate, and | can understand

that. But we are just trying to have sone nethod. Try again,
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MR HARRI SON
Q You' ve told us about Bockarie bringing arnms in, | think

approxi matel y Decenber 1998. Do you renenber saying --

JUDGE BOQUTET: So there is no confusion M Harrison, the
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wi tness has not said arnms; he said amunition. And that was
the -- to avoid any further confusion

MR HARRI SON:  You're right.
Q I think you tal ked about amunition being brought in by
Bockari e in Decenber 1998; do you renenber saying that?
A Yes, that was what | said.
Q And | think you said that that anmunition brought by
Bockari e, around Decenmber 1998, was from Burki na Faso; do you
renenber saying that?

A Yes, that was what Bockarie told ne and ot her people.

Rogers, he hinmself also confirmed that, because he and

went .

Q And that amunition was transported into Sierra Leone

Liberia; that's right, isn't it?
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A Yes, it was Bockarie that canme with it.

Q And it was transported into Sierra Leone from Li beria?
Yes. It was through Liberia that Bockarie passed and

t o Buedu.

Q And you know that Col onel Jungl e and Col onel Zigzag

were the Liberians responsible for assisting the transport of
arnms fromLiberia to Sierra Leone; isn't that right?
A VWell, at the tinme that Bockarie came to Buedu with that

ammunition, | did not see Zigzag Mazzah and | did not see

It was Bockarie and the other people with whom he went, they

the same people that he came with, and the truck which they

with was a civilian truck.
Q I didn't ask you if you sawthem |If you just listen to

the question. | asked you if you knew that it was Col onel

and Col onel Zigzag Mazzah who were responsi ble for assisting
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the transport of that anmmunition fromLiberia to Sierra Leone;
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that's right, isn't it?

A | said, | did not see them | do not know. \When
cane in Decenber, | did not see them
Q And |' m suggesting to you that Col onel Jungle and

Zi gzag Mazzah were responsible for naking sure that severa

of arns and ammunition travelled fromLiberia to Sierra Leone

the years from 1997 to 2000. That's right, isn't it?
A That was not true. That was not true.
Q And you know that it was Taylor, Charles Tayl or, who

sponsored the whol e RUF invasion and activities in Sierra

that is right, isn't it?
A Well, | did not know that.

Q You certainly knew that he was responsible for the

of yourself and others at Canp Naama?
JUDGE I TCE: What was the first question? Let ne get it

right again. He has said that he doesn't know that it was

who did what? Wo --

MR HARRI SON: | will perhaps get the words

JUDGE | TCE: Sponsor ed.

MR HARRI SON:  Sponsored the activities of the RUF.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You al so used invasion

MR HARRISON: |'msorry. Invasion and activities of the
RUF.

JUDCE | TOE: He said he doesn't know?

MR HARRI SON: That's correct.



27 THE W TNESS: Yes. '97, '98 to 2000, | did not know.

28 MR HARRI SON
29 Q Al right. Wll, you' ve qualified it by saying '97, '98
to
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1 2000. Is it the case that you know t hat Tayl or was
responsi bl e

2 for sponsoring the RUF from'91 up to '96?

3 A No. | disagree because | need to explain.
4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease expl ain.
12:30:30 5 THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. M Lord, from 1993, April/ My,

t he

6 ULI MO captured Lofa County. Up to 1997, we did not have any

7 visit to Lofa County, no business with Charles Taylor. So if
you

8 said that it was Charles Tayl or who had been sponsoring the
RUF

9 where there was no nmeans, so that he could neet us or RUF
could

12: 30: 53 10 meet him there was no way.
11 MR HARRI SON

12 Q You certainly agree with nme, though, that the training
t hat

13 you underwent was at Canp Naama?
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A Yes, | do agree that it was at Canp Naanma. | do agree -

And you agree with ne that --
-- that it was at Canp Naana.

-- was under the control of Charles Taylor?

> O > O

Yes. Because that was the |iberated zone for NPFL but

Charles Taylor did not go to our base but the area was under

control
Q And you agree with nme that, after Taylor was elected in

'97, the route to transport arns fromlLiberia into Sierra

coul d be used again?

A No, no. That did not happen because it was ECOMOG t hat
depl oyed on the road.

Q You certainly agree with nme that you said that, in 1998,
when Bockarie brought arms, they were transported from Liberia
into Sierra Leone?

A Well, that was what | said. | said it was Bockarie that
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brought the ammunition fromLiberia. He came to Buedu. He

Pa Rogers told us that it was from Burkina Faso that they got
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Q And I'mputting it to you that fromnd to late 1997, up

the end of the war, arnms were being transported fromLiberia

Sierra Leone; do you accept that?
A | won't accept that. M nus that Decenber and the

ammuni ti on whi ch Bockarie had been buying fromthe ULI MO,

that, | did not see any transportation of ammunition or arns

Kai | ahun from Li beri a.

Q And in 1997/1998, you agree that you were a senior
commander in the RUF?

A Yes, | was one of the commanders. One anpbngst the
commander s.

Q The question was just slightly different. 1'd put it to

you that you agreed that you were one of the senior commanders

t he RUF?
A Yes, | was a commander. See, | was not the sole
who made decisions. It was the senior nan who nade deci si ons.

JUDGE | TCE: They say you were one of the senior

conmanders. Follow the question, M Sesay, would you. You

one of the senior commanders; were you or were you not?

THE WTNESS: VYes. Yes, | said | was one of them one

t he conmanders.

JUDGE | TCE: That is the question, you' ve answered it
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You were one of the senior conmanders.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR HARRI SON
Q And, in fact, you were serving as sonewhat of a deputy
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Sam Bockarie; is that right?

A Well, | had not been serving as a deputy to Sam Bockarie

'98 because | did not have control of certain areas where RUF
were, so | wouldn't say that | was a deputy.

Q At any rate, in 1998, | take it you are going to agree

Bockarie was still the battlefield commander and you were

the battl e-group conmander ?
A Well, in "98, there were changes. 1In '98, March, Johnny

Paul appoi nted Bockarie as Chief of Defence Staff. Then

said | should be the field comander and Super man shoul d be

battl e-group conmander. But then, in April, | had problem

Bockari e because of the dianpnds that | lost. And, during
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time, Bockarie had to marginalise ne and he posted ne to

Pendenbu. So, fromthat time, fromApril to Novenber, in

was only responsible for Pendenbu and the front |ine around

So the job that | had been performng did not allow ne to be

deputy to Sam Bockari e.

Q And what |'m suggesting to you is that during the tine

you were the battl e-group commander, and the battlefield

commander, again, the only person you reported to woul d have

Bockari e?
A Yes.

JUDGE I TOE: Yes, he has answered that question earlier

MR HARRISON: | think it was slightly different before.

has now expanded to tal k about the tinme when he was a

conmander .

THE WTNESS: Yes. During that time | was only

to Bockarie, | would only report activities concerning

Mogbai, Baima, Kuiva. | was not able to report about
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1 in the Kono District because | did not have any control over

2 Kono.
3 MR HARRI SON
4 Q Now, at the beginning of the AFRC junta, you know t hat

12:37:45 5 Sankoh sent a message for the RUF to work with Johnny Paul

6 Kor oma?

7 A Yes.

8 Q And you know t hat what happened is that a nessage was
sent

9 by Sankoh from where he was in Nigeria; isn't that right?

12:38:11 10 A Yes, Sankoh sent a nessage from N geri a.

11 Q And what happened was, he sent a message to Liberia to

12 Col onel Jungl e, which was then passed on to Bockarie; isn't
t hat

13 right?

14 A No. It was not like that, because Jungle was in
Abi dj an,

12:38:41 15 and Foday Sankoh, the house in which he was in Abidjan, in
16 Cocody, there was a radio set. So when Foday Sankoh sent a

17 message so that the RUF could neet with the AFRC, it was

t hr ough

18 that -- Foday Sankoh sent a nmessage by tel ephone from N geria
to

19 Abidjan. Then from Abi djan, they sent a nmessage through
radi o,

12: 39: 09 20 HF radi o, to Bockarie, in Buedu

21 Q And |1'm going to suggest to you that the nessage was
t hat

22 Bockari e should nove i mediately to join up with JPK?

23 A Well, that was the instruction that was sent by Foday



24 Sankoh. In fact, that was announced over BBC and on SLBS.

12: 39: 50 25 Q And 1'mgoing to suggest to you that during this entire

26 period of tine, Colonel Jungle, as a liaison for Taylor, was
at

27 all tines in Mnrovia; do you accept that?

28 A Well, 1 knew that Jungle was in Abidjan wth Foday
Sankoh.

29 | did not know himto be a liaison between RUF and Charl es

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 41
22 JUNE 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

1 Tayl or, no.

2 Q And |'mgoing to suggest to you as well that you know
very

3 wel | that Col onel Jungle was a nmenber of the SSS, Specia

4 Security Service of Charles Taylor; isn't that right?

12:40:35 5 A Vll, | did not know that.

6 Q And the nessage that ultimately cones to you is that
Foday

7 Sankoh said that the RUF should take all orders from Johnny
Paul

8 Kor oma?

9 A Well, the nmessage was to Bockarie. Foday Sankoh
directed

12:41:16 10 it to Bockarie and not to ne. He instructed Sam Bockarie to
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instruct the other commanders to neet with the AFRC and to

with Johnny Paul, in the interest of peace.

Q Now, in the junta period, |I'msuggesting to you that
Col onel Jungl e used to cone fromLiberia to see Bockarie in
Freetown; do you accept that?

A Wel |, Jungle canme once with | brahimBah to Freetown,

they said they came through Abidjan to CGuinea to Freetown,

they came to see Bockarie. And, even that, it was G bri
Massaquoi who cane with the nessage. That was why they cane.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that Col onel Jungle used to

to see Bockarie and that they would go together and see Johnny
Paul Koroma?

A Well, it was once that | knew that Jungle canme to town

| brahi m Bah. And, indeed, when they cane, Bockarie took them

JP to arrange about the transportation of the amunition from

Burki na Faso to Magburaka. That was what | knew. Fromthat

time, | never saw Jungle in Freetown until we were pushed out
Fr eet own.
Q | br ahi m Bah, of course, being one of the --
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JUDGE | TCE: Excuse ne, for the transportation of the

from wher e?
THE W TNESS: Arns and anmmuni ti on.

JUDGE I TOE: Arns and amnmunition fromwhere to

From where to Magburaka?

THE W TNESS: From Burki na Faso, sir. Wen the flight
cane.

MR HARRI SON:
Q | brahi m Bah being a person who is a close confidant and

associ ate of Charles Taylor?

A Vell, | was not aware of that because | was not in

Q And | think you may have referred to two separate

but I will see if | can clarify it with you. You said that
Jungl e cane once with IbrahimBah, | think; is that right?

A Yes.

Q I thought | understood you to say that Jungle came with

G bril Mssaquoi and it was Massaquoi who delivered a nessage;

that right?

A No. | said, I|brahimBah and Jungle cane to Freetown
because of the nessage G bril Mssaquoi delivered from Foday
Sankoh. He brought a nessage to Freetown, to Johnny Paul and

Bockarie. Then he took another nessage to | brahimBah in

Faso and he saw Jungle at Abidjan. So they came to Freetown
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because -- | brahi mBah and Jungle, they came to Freetown to

arranges to neet Johnny Paul and Foday Sankoh on the --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness go over

that bit.
MR HARRI SON
Q I"msorry, witness. The interpreters have asked you to
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over the last portion of your answer. |If you can just try to

renmenber that sometines, if you make a pause, that gives the
interpreters a chance to keep pace with you?

A Yes. | said, based on the nessage, the nessage and the
letters G bril Massaquoi brought fromlLiberia, it was to nmake
| brahi m Bah make arrangenents with Jungl e, Johnny Paul to get
money, so that Johnny Paul should provide nmoney to charter a

flight that would bring the anmunition and the arms from

Faso, to Magburaka airfield.
Q So this is a case where G bril Massaquoi, Johnny Paul

Koroma and | brahi m Bah are working together to transport arns

the Magburaka airport; is that right?
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A Yes, but they were not the only ones involved. |If | can

call the nanes? They are: G bril Mssaquoi brought the

but when he left N geria, he went to Abidjan and then he net
Jungle. Fromthen, Foday Sankoh gave hima letter to take to

| brahi m Bah, the Chief of Staff in Burkina Faso call ed

So he dropped those letters and G bril passed through Cui nea

cone to Freetown, and he dropped the letters for Johnny Paul

gave it to Johnny Paul and gave Bockarie's, Bockarie his own.

when | brahimBah | eft Burkina Faso, to cone and neke

for the noney for the flight, he took Jungle from Abidjan and

they all went to Guinea. Then a helicopter took themfrom

and brought themto Freetown. So G bril Massaquoi, Bockari e,
Bah, Jungle, Steve Bio, nmet Johnny Paul and they nade

arrangenments for the flight, for the paynent of the flight.

after Johnny Paul provided the noney, after Johnny Paul

the nmoney, he gave Fonteh Kanu to represent himas a |iaison

officer. So they went back to Abidjan and back to Burkina
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That was when they came with the anmunition in the flight.

Q And this noney that you're tal king about, that came from
di amonds mined in Sierra Leone; right?

A Wel |, Johnny Paul did not tell ne where he got the noney

from and | was not part of those arrangenents. | only knew

JP provi ded t he noney.

Q So this is an exanpl e of where you have this wealth of
know edge; on the one hand, you can tell us that Massaquo
brought the letters, nmet with Jungle, you can talk about their

trip to Abidjan, you can tal k about the role of |brahimBah

can tal k about the trip through Guinea, you can talk all about
that, and yet you have this little gap in know edge that you

don't know where the noney cane fromto buy these arns; is

right?

A Well, it was not about buying the arns; the arns were

al ready there. They said Foday Sankoh got the -- had the arns
and amunitions. The noney was to pay for the flight. But,

M Harrison, the way in which | would get information from
Bockari e was not the sane way | would get it from Johnny Paul

So, you see, at that tine | was not in a position to ask

Paul where he got the noney fromthat he used to pay for the
flight, no.

Q And at any rate, you do know that this flight arrived at
Magbur aka; right?

A Yes, | went there.
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Q And you know that there were arnms on the flight?
A Yes. They canme with artillery arnms, not light rifles.
They came with anti-aircraft guns and sone seven --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take
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bit.
MR HARRI SON
Q The interpreter has asked you if you could repeat your
answer .
A Yes. Wen you asked ne that if | knew if the flight
brought arms, | said yes. | said | saw the arns the flight

brought. There were anti-aircraft guns and not light rifles.

saw sone seven, which is for Al pha Jets, and | saw amunition

the anti-aircraft.

Q Now, during the junta period, you' d agree with ne that

t ook sonme orders from Johnny Paul Koroma?
A Yes. He would give nme orders and he woul d give others
orders as well; RUFs.

Q And you would agree with ne that for a period of tine
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Bockari e was taking orders from Johnny Paul Koroma?
A Yes; during the junta peri od.
Q And you would agree with ne that during the junta tine,

Johnny Paul Koroma told you that you should be working with

Koroma and SO W |iamnms?

A Wll, | was not the only one he gave that with -- to the
ot her senior commanders as well; Mke Lam n, |Issa, Supernan,

| saac Mongor and Bockarie hinself.

Q Just so that there's no difficulty with the transcript

|later on, let me just try to refocus your mnd on the

The question was that Johnny Paul Koroma told you that you

be working with FSY Koroma and SO Wl lians?
A Yes, but he did not tell me al one.

JUDGE I TCE: But he told you. You were not al one, yes,

he told you, Sesay. D d he tell you?
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THE WTNESS: Yes. JP said we should work with the

of Staff and the arny Chief of Staff, the Defence Chief of
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but the way M Harrison is saying it now as though | was the

one and | was not the only one.

JUDGE ITOE: No, no. M Harrison did not say you were

only one. He said you. You are the one m sunderstanding the

question. M Harrison's question was very clear; very, very

cl ear.
MR HARRI SON
Q Do you foll ow?
A I follow Johnny Paul said that, but it was not to ne
al one.
Q Now, as the junta evolved, you' ve told us that there was

point in time when Bockarie went to Kenema; do you renenber
saying that?
A Yes, | said that.

Q And you' d agree with ne that when Bockarie was in

if he wanted arns he would send a request to you and you, in

turn, would go and neet the arnmy Chief of Staff; is that

A Well, if Bockarie called, and he did not get them then

woul d give -- |eave a nmessage to deliver to the arny chief,

Then, if it was an ammunition he was requesting for --

JUDGE BQUTET: | don't think that was the question

The question was asked: Wuld such a request be sent to you

Sam Bockarie, while he was in Kenema, so you would get -- the

question is to you.
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when
28 Bockarie would give nme the nessage to tell SO WIIlians or FSY
29 Koroma that the CDF would attack us, and the ammunition were
in
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1 short supply in Kenema. There are tinmes when he requested for
2 the helicopter and he woul d give -- |eave nessages for themto
3 nme.
4 MR HARRI SON:
12:57:37 5 Q So the process would be: Bockarie would contact you
first
6 of all; do you agree with that?
7 A Well, if he called at Cockerill and did not get them
t hen
8 he woul d contact ne.
9 Q And then it would be for you to try to contact SFY
Kor orma

12:57: 59 10 or SOWIllians to try to get the arns; right?
11 A Yes. At times he would give nme the nmessage to tell them

12 and they woul d dispatch the helicopter to take the amunition
to

13 the brigade comrander in Kenena.
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Q And at tinmes Bockarie would try to speak to Johnny Paul
Koroma directly while Bockarie was in Kenema; is that right?
A Yeah, they were in communi cati on.

Q Now, you've given us sone evidence about the Suprene
Council already. Do you renenber talking about it?

A Yes. | spoke about the Council.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that you woul d have been

part in Council neetings fromat |east as early as August of

A No. | started attendi ng, when Bockarie appointed ne,

started attending the RUF s Council neeting from Septenber,

not in August.

Q Well, 1'"mgoing to suggest to you that you were

at |l east one neeting on 16 August 1997; do you accept that?
A Yes. Fromwhat | can recall, | started attending in
Sept enber, when they approved us as being part of the Council

Q Actually, I'msorry, | think | gave a wong date. |'m
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suggesting to you that you attended Supreme Council rmneetings

at least as early as 11 August 1997; do you accept that?



13: 00: 17

13: 00: 46

there

13: 01: 19

i nci dent,

13: 01: 49
Ri ght .

t hat

13: 02: 07

t hat

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

A No. | said it was in Septenber.
Q And |'m suggesting to you that at that neeting it was

deci ded how nmuch pay should be given to the nenbers of the

Supreme Council; do you accept that?
A No, | was not in that neeting when they di scussed that.
Q And al so you woul d have been present when there was a

di scussi on about the appointment of the bank governor; do you
accept that?

A No, no. Probably before | was part of the Council,

had been several appointnents.

Q I''m going to show you a docunent, and |1'd ask if Court
Managenment coul d show one copy to M Sesay, and there's enough
copies for the Court and Defence counsel

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How long will this particular

epi sode, take, this one that you're exam ning now?
MR HARRI SON: The docunent itself, it's just a matter of
m nut es.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Okay. Then we will stay with it.

Thanks.
MR HARRI SON

Q If you stay on the first page, witness, you will see

this is a document headed "M nutes of an emergency Counci
neeting of the AFRC held at State House on Monday, 11 August
1997."

MR JORDASH. Sorry to stand up; could | just clarify

this has been served on the Defence before?
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MR HARRI SON: It's docunment 41 fromthe Prosecution |ist
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docunents.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
MR JORDASH. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Proceed.
MR HARRI SON:

Q And if you look at the docunent, w tness, you will see

there's a list of persons present; Mijor JP Koronma; Captain

Misa; Staff Sergeant Abu Sankoh; Staff Sergeant Tanba Al ex

| brahi m Bazzy Kamara; Squadron Leader BL King; Colonel M ke

Lam n; Lieutenant-Col onel |Issa Sesay, nmenber." Do you see

A Yes, |'ve seen it. |'ve seen it, but I'min sone doubt,

because Eldred Collins was not a Council menber and | can't

recall | attended any neeting at State House as Council in
August .
Q And if you turn to the second page, you will see there's



t he

situation

on

13: 04: 01
down

13: 04: 31

inti mat ed

f unds

(b)

Page 50

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

item1l at that neeting, was general financial position, where

chairman intimated nenbers that the general financial

in the country is bad. And then at paragraph 5, the chairnman

went on to informmenbers that he would not make maj or changes

the pay scale of the previous governnment, which he now ran

as follows. And there are positions and pay scal es adjacent.
And then paragraph 6 says that the salary scal e of Counci
menbers, of which you were described as being one on the first
page, falls between 690,000 and one nillion; do you see that?
A Yeah.

Q And then at paragraph 7, states that the chairman

menbers that the only source the governnment can now raise

frominclude the following: (a) sale of petrol eum products;

imports and custons duties; and (c) proceeds from sal e of
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di anonds; do you see that?

A Yes, |'ve seen it
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Q And that's what you and all Council nenbers knew, was

the proceeds fromsale of dianonds was crucial to the ongoing
exi stence of the AFRC junta.

A Yes, because the chairman had to run the governnent and

needed noney. He had to pay the ministries.

Q And that money came mainly fromthe sale of dianonds?
A Well, | cannot confirmthat because | was not in the
diamond field area. | was not engaged in mning. And where
were selling dianmonds, | was not there. They would not cal
there.

Q The question is different. You know that the only way

AFRC governnent could survive is by getting noney fromthe

of di anonds?
A Well, | cannot say that was the only source.

Q You know that the sale of dianonds was an inportant

of revenue for the ongoing survival of the AFRC junta?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do you know that or do you not know?

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, | knew they were nining

cannot tell how they were selling the di anonds, because | was

present.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. That's not the question. Do you

know whet her the sal e of dianbnds was an i nportant source for

survival of the AFRC? What's your answer?
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THE WTNESS: Well, | don't know. | can't go into

MR HARRI SON:  And if the Court would just give ne two

m nut es.

Q You will see that, at paragraph 8 and 9, it tal ks about
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deci sions nmade. One of the decisions was Council nenbers nust
put their nmen under control and rmeke prudent use of fuel.

Anot her was that Council nmenbers nust nmeke sure that their nen

not interfere with operations at the ports. You will then see

paragraph 11 that, at the sane neeting, a decision was taken

appoi nt a person as a governor of the Bank of Sierra Leone.

you renenber that?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Does he renmenber, what, all of it or -

MR HARRI SON:  No, just with respect to paragraph 11.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very wel |.
THE WTNESS: Well, | said | did not know about the

appoi ntment of the governor. They were taking decisions and
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1

woul d call neeting and explain it.
MR HARRI SON:  The Prosecution would apply to make this
docunment an exhibit in the proceedings.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, do you have any objection?
MR JORDASH: No obj ecti ons.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The docunment will be admtted and

exhi bit?

M5 KAMJZORA: 224, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. And M Cammegh, any
obj ecti on?

MR CAMMEGH: No.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And M Nicol-WIson, any objection?

MR NI COL-WLSON: No objection

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Well, then, we'll mark it
Exhi bit 224.

[ Exhibit No. 224 was admitted]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: At this juncture we will recess for
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and resunme at 2.40 p.m

[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.10 p.m]
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[ Upon resum ng at 3.10 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: We'Il continue with the cross-

of the w tness. I'madvi sed that the | ast exhibit, there's a

slight error. | think we mght have had sone difference

Bench and the courtroomofficer as to the correct designation

nunbering of the exhibit. Shall we clear that up, Madam
Courtroom O fi cer.

M5 KAMJUZORA: Yes, Your Honour. The exhibit nunber is

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Confirmed. Thanks. We'Il proceed,
M Harrison, with your cross-exam nation.

JUDGE ITOE: It is no |onger 223?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

M5 KAMJZORA: No, Your Honour. 223 was the last one in

main trial.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Right.

MR HARRI SON:
Q I"mjust staying in the sane period, that of the AFRC
junta. | think you' ve told us during your direct exam nation

that there were some RUF nenbers appointed as gover nnent
m ni sters; do you renenber that?

THE | NTERPRETER: |'m not getting the translation.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Why? Who woul d know why you were not
getting it?

MR SESAY: Advera, can you pl ease check the channel. It

shoul d be N2. N2, the channel.
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1 MR HARRI SON:
2 Q Perhaps | will just ask the interpreter to speak these
3 words and, M Sesay, can you indicate if you're getting a
4 transl ati on now?
15:18:36 5 A No. I'monly listening to what M Harrison is saying.
6 JUDGE BOUTET: He's obviously not on the right channel;

7 shoul d be N2.
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, N2, officer.

9 M5 KAMJZORA: N2 was the one he had before and | changed

15:18:59 10 to FLO

) 11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But the interpreters are advising that
e
12 shoul d be on N2.
13 M5 KAMJZORA:  Well, 1'Il take it back to N2 and see what
14 happens.
15:19: 14 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very well. Try again.
16 MR HARRI SON:
17 Q Are you hearing either the judge's voice or nmne? Are

you
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getting an interpretation?
A No interpretation sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Madam Courtroom Oficer, let's try
anot her nethod. What el se do we need to do?

M5 KAMJZORA:  Your Honour, perhaps we have to be advised

t he | anguage boot h.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the | anguage unit chief

on his way.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very well. Do we have it clear?
THE WTNESS: Yes, | can hear you now.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So, may we continue?
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THE W TNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Then, M Harrison, you can proceed.

MR HARRI SON
Q Are you getting an interpretation fromny m crophone as
wel | ?
A Yes, | can hear what you're saying now.
Q The question |'d asked you was to do with RUF nenbers
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wer e appoi nted as governnent mnisters during the AFRC junta;

you renenber discussing that during your direct evidence?
A Yes, | renenber.

Q And |'m suggesting to you that sone of the RUF nenbers

becanme government ministers during the AFRC tine were

Peter Vandi; is that correct?

A Yes, it's correct. Deputy mnister.

Q Anot her one was SYB Rogers?

A Yes; correct.

Q Anot her one was PS Bi nda?

A Yes, deputy minister.

Q Anot her one was Law ence Wonandi a?

A Yes; correct.

Q And anot her one was Eldred Collins?

A Yes, correct.

Q And did | miss anyone out? Wre there others?

A I think that's all.

Q And you' d agree with ne that all of these RUF nmenbers
part in the affairs of their mnistries during the AFRC junta?
A Yes, | agree with you.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that they had adm nistrative

function which was a different function fromthat of the

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Council; do you accept that?

A Yes. They were ministers, | agree, on the AFRC Council.
Q And you' d agree with ne that this organ or body that you

call the AFRC Council, that was the highest council of the

at the tinme?
A Well, no. Anpbng the AFRC Council, you had the
deci si on- maki ng body, who sat in front of the neetings.

MR HARRISON: |1'd ask if Exhibit 224 could be shown to

Wi t ness agai n.

Q And if you were to turn to page three in the bottom

corner. You will see at paragraph 14, in the second sentence,

was noted that, as nenbers of the highest council of the |and,

menbers must conduct thenselves with respect and honesty. |

suggesting to you that you were a nenber of the highest

of the | and?

A Vell, | was the nenber of the AFRC Council, but we have

hi ghest council who nade decisions, and | was not part of

Q Now you've told the court during your direct exam nation

about an airplane delivery of arns and amunition to
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do you renenber that?
A Very wel | .

Q And |' m suggesting to you that what was off-| oaded

four mlitary Bedford trucks to transport; do you accept that?
A No. It was two trucks which were | oaded. The other
vehi cl es were used for the personnel

Q You' ve also told the Court during your direct

that, during the AFRC junta, you carried out a nmission to

the canp of N gerian soldiers near Kenema, do you recall that?

A Yes, in order for ne to join the others. | did not |ead
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the attack.

Q So what |'m suggesting to you is that the orders to take

part in that attack on the N gerians, came from Johnny Paul
Koroma; do you accept that?

A Vll, | was told by the Chief of Defence Staff, but I

that it wouldn't have happened without the approval of JP.

Q And |'mgoing to suggest to you that there was actually



Paul

15:29: 05
neeting

15: 29: 42
and

15: 30: 09

you

t he

15: 30: 39

to

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

nmeeting at State House, at which you took part, where Johnny

Koroma gave those instructions?

A No, | was not at that neeting. For this attack, no

was sunmoned.

Q And what was di scussed was that Johnny Paul Korona said
that you should join Bockarie, Colonel Labbie, the brigade
conmmander, and Eddi e Kanneh, to attack the Nigerian canp?

A Vell, it was not JP who gave ne the orders. It was FS

SO who told ne to go to Kenena

Q And just for the sake of the transcript, when you say

think you may be neani ng FSY Koroma?

A Yes, the Chief of Defence Staff.

Q And when you said SO did you mean SO WIlians?
A Yes. The arny Chief of Staff.
Q

And it was SO WI!lianms who gave you the amunition that

coul d use on that attack?

A No, | was not given the amunition. They were giving

ammuni tion to the brigade commander in Kenema, through the
heli copter. Wen they told nme to join those nen, they did not
gi ve me ammuni tion

Q And you would agree with me that you went on that attack

the N gerian canmp?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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A Yes, | took part in that attack.
Q And that was an attack that included nenbers of the RUF,

wel | as ex-nenbers of the SLA?

A Yes, that's true

Q And | believe you gave evidence during your direct
exam nation of another attack on Bo; do you recall that?

A Well, | heard the attacks took place at the same tine.

was not present on the attack on Bo.
Q On the attack on the N gerian canp, there was a Col one

Lion acting as the battalion commander; is that right?

A Yes. Col onel Lion was in Kenena.

Q As a battalion commander?

A Yeah.

Q And he woul d have had about 900 nen under hin?

A No, they were not up to that. RUF could have 300, 350

We called it a battalion

Q You' d agree with ne that Colonel Lion, he reported to

on the m ssion?
A Wel |, Colonel Lion -- Bockarie was there. Both of us
reported to him And the attack was just at a canp out of

Kenema.
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Q But nmy question was: You would agree with e that

Li on reported to you?

A Wel |, he was not reporting to nme because | nmde --

had al ready given himinstructions and he had had all the nen

the said attack.
Q Now, |I'mgoing to take you forward in time a bit. [|'m
goi ng to suggest to you that, at the tinme of the ECOMOG

intervention, which is nmid-February 1998, do you recall that -
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A Yes, sir.

Q -- Jungl e had brought anmunition to Kailahun around t hat
time?

A Well, | don't know that because | was not in Kailahun

Q And just before the ECOMOG i ntervention you told us that

you had | eft Freetown and were travelling towards Kono; do you
remenber that?

A Yes. | said, before the intervention, | stopped in

on nmy way to Kono. Wen | heard about the attack, | came
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Q And at that time, the npbst senior person in Kono, he was

AFRC person; do you agree with nme?

A Yes, because for the entire tine of the AFRC, RUF had no
conmander in Kono.

Q And at the tinme of the intervention, the reason why you

were going to Kono was to take an RUF nenber to place himas

deputy to the AFRC person in Kono?

A Well, that was the plan. And that was the instruction

| received, but it did not work because of the intervention

Q And the reason for the instruction was that wherever

was an AFRC person as a top commander, an RUF person woul d be
sent there to be a deputy; do you accept that?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel ask the question
agai n?

MR HARRI SON

Q I'" msuggesting to you that where there was an AFRC

as a top commander, an RUF person woul d be sent there to act

the deputy?

A Well, it was not in all areas. |It's -- |I'mcom ng but

deputy who was to go to Kono was to have been the deputy

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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battalion commander. Well, we had ot her senior AFRC nenbers

Kono who were greater than the battalion commander of the AFRC

Kono.

Q You're saying that at that tinme, around the tine of the
intervention, that there were other RUF senior nmen in Kono?
A No. RUF senior nmen were not in Kono before the

i ntervention.

Q That was the reason why you were to go to Kono, was to
install an RUF person in Kono as the deputy; right?

A Yes, to becone a deputy battalion commander. Well, we

somebody who was nore senior than the battalion commander in

who was an AFRC
Q And the person that you were taking to install as the

deputy was Peleto; right?

A No, no. He was Base Mari ne.
Q And the real nane of Base Marine is Sheriff Parker?
A Yes, you are right. Sheriff.
Q And what happened was that as you were travelling to

you end up stopping at Makeni and spending the night there;
right?
A Yes. | passed the night in Makeni, and | returned.

Q And Peleto was with you, wasn't he?



23 A Peleto -- they were in Benguenma. | took himand his

24 compani ons as escorts.
15:38: 34 25 Q So he travelled with you from Freetown to Makeni ?
26 A Yes.

27 Q At Makeni that's when you | earned about the ECOMOG
28 intervention; right?

29 A Yes, it was in Makeni that | heard. Then all of us cane
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1 back.
2 Q And when you say you cane back, you nean you cane back
3 towards -- towards Freetown?
4 A Yes, we came back towards Freetown and we stopped at
RDF.
15:39:24 5 Q And |' m suggesting that from RDF onwards, you saw
Qperation
6 Pay Yourself taking place?
7 A From RDF to where?
8 Q From RDF until the tinme you returned back to Makeni ?
9 A Well, | did not return to Makeni and no Operation Pay

15:39: 58 10 Yoursel f took place during the two days that we were at RDF
and

11 Four Mle. The group, the retreating group that |eft
Fr eet own,
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they were the ones that went with Operation Pay Yourself, and

was a very |large group from Freet own.

Q And just so that you're not under a m sunderstandi ng,

I''msuggesting to you is that fromyour tinme at RDF, fromthe
time you go then to Newton, and back to Masiaka, Bo, Makeni

during that entire period, Operation Pay Yourself was in

A Vell, well, | wouldn't refute that, but this group which

retreated from Freetown, from Masi aka, they went to Makeni and

went to Bo.

Q And even at Bo there was | ooting taking place, wasn't
t here?
A Well, those who wanted to broke into stores, and when

tried to stop them it was during that period that | was shot

I left Bo and | was not there any | onger

Q And from Bo that's when you go back to Makeni; correct?
A From Bo, MIle 91, Masiaka, Makeni, yes.
Q

And you're instructed to go from Makeni to JPK s

aren't you?
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1 A Well, when | arrived in Makeni | went to JPK s village;

2 and M ke Lam n
3 Q And the reason for doing that was because you were
4 entrusted with maki ng sure that JPK was safely transferred to

15:42:25 5 Kai | ahun?

6 A Well, no; | disagree with that, that | was to ensure
t hat,
7 because JPK and Mosquito used to tal k and ot her RUF conmmanders
8 had gone to that village before | went there.
. 9 Q Let me make it a little bit nore clearly. |'mputting
It
15:43: 05 10 to you, witness, that you yourself were asked to transport
Johnny
11 Paul Koroma to Kail ahun; do you accept that?
12 A | disagree with that. Johnny Paul wanted to go to

13 Kai | ahun
14 Q Now, you've tal ked about, in your direct evidence, the

15:43:43 15 route you took to get to Kono District; do you renenber
t al ki ng

16 about 1t?

17 A Yes.

18 Q And |'mputting it to you that it would have taken two
or

19 three weeks for you to get to Kono District; do you accept
t hat ?

15:44: 08 20 THE | NTERPRETER:  Can | earned counsel --

21 MR HARRI SON

22 Q | amputting it to you that it would have taken you two
to

23 three weeks to arrive at Kono District?
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A Well, it was not up to two weeks. It was not up to

Q And when you got to Kono District you went to Koidu

do you accept that?

A Yes, | went to Koidu Town.
Q And when you got to Koidu Town, there had been no danmge
the town?
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A Well, at that tine there was no damage in Koi du Town.

Apart fromthe two houses that | nentioned at Tankoro

during the time ny | awer was cross-examning nme, apart from
those, no other house was burnt.
Q And what happened was an order was given by you and

Bockarie to burn Koidu Town if ECOMOG tried to push you out;

you accept that?
A That is a biglie. | did not give anybody order to burn

any house in Kono. 1In fact, | was not the person who

t he conmander who took over Kono, and that conmmander was not

taking instructions from ne.
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Q Now, you arrived in Kailahun in around April 1998; do

agree with that?

A | disagree with that. | arrived in Kailahun in late
February 1998. In |late February to early in March, we arrived
Kai | ahun.

Q And just going back to Operation Pay Yourself: That was

common termin the RUF, wasn't it?

A Well, it was not a commpn talk to ne because | did not

anybody instruction in relation to that. Those who went with
this Operation Pay Yourself were the people who retreated from
Freetown, |like Mke Lanmin. They took people's vehicles.

Q I'"mgoing to suggest to you that what Operation Pay
Yoursel f neant in the RUF was the opportunity for fighters to
t ake whatever they wanted so that they could survive; do you
accept that?

A M Harrison, | wouldn't deny what you're saying, that

Qperation Pay Yourself, they did not | oot people. | believe

even when ny |lawer was leading ne | said that, that both the
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and the AFRC, who retreated from Freetown, they |ooted people

Lunsar and Makeni. They took their houses. Sorry, they took
their cars, and Mke Lamin and others took the -- the car that
bel onged to the eye clinic in Lunsar, so that happened. But |

was not present when that went on in Lunsar and Makeni

Q But the words "Operation Pay Yourself" were comobn words

within the RUF. |'m suggesting to you that all RUF fighters

that whenever there was a battle, and it ended, they could

go out | ooting; do you accept that?

A I do not agree with that because from 1991 when RUF

fighting, up to February 1998, never did we have anything

Qperation Pay Yourself within the RUF. So that's ny first

that | heard that.
Q And the reason why all of the fighters used the term

"QOperation Pay Yourself," was because the RUF didn't give its
fighters any salary; isn't that right?

A Well, during this time, the AFRC had been paying the RUF

to this January, February, when the intervention took place.
They paid and they give food; rice.

Q And that's correct, isn't it, that throughout the junta

AFRC was giving a nonthly paynent to the RUF?

A Well, that started around August to Septenber till
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1998; they were given noney and rice.

Q And they were given 50 mllion | eones a nonth?

A Yes, that's true

Q And that money was given by the AFRC?

A It's a fact.

Q The noney was given by the AFRC to the RUF to ensure the

groups worked together; isn't that right?
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A Well, they used to give the noney so that the RUF could

their own nmen per nonth.

Q So before the AFRC junta time, there would have been no
noney paid to RUF fighters; right?

A Wel |, Foday Sankoh was not payi ng.

Q So you would agree with me that fighters, in order to
survive, had to go out looting, didn't they?

A Vll, | had told you that from1993 to 1997 | was in

Kai | ahun, so | couldn't tal k about places RUF went to, Kabal a

'94, when -- where | -- | was not present.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness pl ease
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the last bit of his testinony.

MR HARRI SON
Q The interpreter asked you to repeat the |ast portion of
your testinony.

A Vel |, the question you asked, | have answered that, from

93 to '97, | was in Kailahun only. | was not operating

Kail ahun. So | wouldn't tell you when RUF captured the place
what happens there; when RUF captured Kabal a what happened,
because | was not there and they were not reporting to ne.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that after the AFRC junta the

returned to looting to support thenselves?

A Vell, | wouldn't disagree that during the retreat they

not loot. Both AFRC and RUF, they | ooted during the retreat.

Unli ke Lunsar, Makeni, it happened but | was not there and all
the senior RUF conmanders who were there, like MKke Lanin and
ot hers.

Q Now, just to return to Kono briefly, at the tinme of the

intervention. Let me skip over this; this may have been one
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Now, in addition to Supernman being in Koidu, Foday
ere as well, wasn't he?
Yes, Foday Kallay was in Kono.

Q And Papa Hassan Bangura?

A Yeah.

Q And there was ot her senior AFRC nenbers in Kono, wasn't
t here?

A Yes.

Q And all of them were working together?

A Vll, | was not there. | spent two days in Kono and
left. And fromthat tine | never returned there til

Q But you do know, witness, you do know the answers to
because you were in constant radi o comunication with them
weren't you?

A Well, | was not comunicating to Kono when | left there.
Nobody sent reports to ne in Kailahun. Nobody was sending any
radi o nessage to nme. And Supernan, who was there, was

to Bockarie. And Bockarie would send direct nessages to
Super man.

Q And you were with Bockarie throughout this tine, in
weren't you?

A Well, | was in Buedu in March. Then April to Novenber,
was not in Buedu.
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Q And you were in Buedu when Koidu Town was burnt to the

ground, weren't you?

A No. Koidu Town was burnt down in April. At that tine,
was not in Buedu. It was in April to May that Koidu Town was
burnt down. | was not in Buedu.
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Q When you were in Koidu Town, you were based at

with JPK; right?

A Wll, it was the sane road but the house where JPK was,

further away fromwhere | was

Q And in addition so Superman staying in Koidu, Mrris
stayed there as well, didn't he?

A Yes, Kallon was there.

Q And the burning of Koidu, that was done by the RUF and

AFRC together, wasn't it?
A Well, | can't explain exactly what used to happen there
because | was not there. But when Kono was burnt down, it was

the AFRC and the RUF were there whil st the ECOMOG were
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on Koidu Town in order to capture it.
Q And you know that civilians in Kono were forced to go on

food-finding mssions for the RUF, don't you?

A Well, M Harris, | was not there. | was not in any of
those canps. From February, | left Kono. | only went there
Decenber .

Q And |' m suggesting to you that you used to get reports

other fighters, fromother groups within the RUF, about what

taking place in Kono; do you accept that?

A M Harris, it was not like that. If you can recall

own w tness who said he had a radio set and was reporting to

| ook at the story that he narrated. That will prove that he

l'ies.

Q Yes. And TF1l-361 says that you took part in giving the
order to burn Koidu; do you accept that?

A That's alie. That's alie. And if you |l ook at 366, he

said -- he said that he was talking to ne on the radi o, and
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not understand Mende. He does not speak Krio, but he said the
radio was translating. So that's a lie.

Q And it was true, wasn't it, that the burning of Koidu

pl ace where fighters got pronotions, dependi ng upon how many

houses they burned?

A Well, | don't know. | was not there, and nobody
to ne.
Q Even though you agree that you were the battl e-group

commander at that tinme?
A Yeah. But when ny commander had told ne that | had no
business in any other part, it was only Pendenbu and the ot her

three targets that | was to supervise. Wat could | have

Q Fromthe time the burning of Koidu took place to the

you go back to Kono, is a period of about seven or eight

is that right?
A Yeah.

Q And that burning of Koidu Town, would have been one of

nost danmagi ng events in Sierra Leone in 1998; right?
A Yes, that's true. | nyself, when | cane to Kono in
Decenber, | made that comment in the presence of people: That

this they have done, we are against it. But | was not there

I had no control over the people who were there at that tine.
Q But you certainly | earned of that burning of Koidu while
you were in Buedu, didn't you?

A No. | was in Pendenbu when | heard. But even when |



26
commander ,
27
28
no
29
Page 68
1
isn't
2
3
nme
4
Novenber,
16:02: 19 5
6
and
7
8
9
16: 02: 41 10
11

wer e

heard, | was powerl| ess because Msquito, who was the

had said that it was only Pendenbu and the targets that | was

responsible for. So | had no business to do with Kono. | had

authority, no influence, over Kono at this tine.
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Q And your family was living in Buedu throughout 1998;
that right?

A Well, for sone tinme, for sone tinme, the woman woul d neet

in Pendenbu. That's where | should be. FromApril to

the woman would go with the children and they would stay there

for a nonth and then return to Buedu and return to Pendenbu

neet me there.

Q And what woul d have taken place is that the trip from
Pendenbu to Buedu woul d be about 17 niles; right?

A No. It's 34 nile and the road is depl orable.

Q And you' ve told the Court that you had a car while you
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in Kailahun District?

A Yes. Msquito gave ne a vehicle and he gave to M ke

when we arrived in Kailahun.

Q And you woul d have nade that trip frequently from

to Buedu; right?

A No, no. That is not how it happened. | would only go

Buedu when |I'mcalled by Bockarie. |f Bockarie did not cal

| wouldn't just go there.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that you went to Buedu

to visit your famly and al so to see Bockarie; do you accept
t hat ?

A No, no. | said, the woman would conme to nme in Pendenbu

woul d only go to Buedu when |'mcalled by Bockari e.

Q And what happened on a regular basis, at |east a couple

times a week, would be that you would travel to Buedu, neet

Bockari e, and discuss all events that had taken pl ace

the RUF; do you accept that?

A No. It was not like that. | disregard, because
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called for Superman from Kono. They had a neeting and they

not call nme. Bockarie called for the Vanguards from Kono.

attended a neeting in Buedu and they did not call nme. So

are nany things that went on that Bockarie did not call ne to.
Because, at that time, he was angry with nme because of the
di amonds that | had | ost.

Q Now, you've already told the Court that while you were

Kai | ahun District, Johnny Paul Koroma pronoted Bockarie to

of Defence Staff; do you remenber saying that?

A Yes, | recall.

Q And at the sane tinme you were pronoted to battlefield
commander ?

A Yeah, but it was not on the sane day. That day, it took
about a week when Bockarie did that. It was Bockarie who
pronot ed ne.

Q So you woul d have been nade battlefield commander from
about April 19987

A Well, | can say in March, because it was in April that |
went to Pendenbu

Q And |' m suggesting to you that this was shortly after

time when you conmtted the rape of Johnny Paul Koroma's wi fe?
A That was a lie. That was a lie. | didn't rape Johnny

Paul 's wife.



24 Q And |' m suggesting to you that after you went to
Kai | ahun

16: 05: 48 25 District, you were with Bockarie when Bockarie found out that

26 Johnny Paul Koroma had sone dianonds with him is that right?
27 A Well, | said it was Ranmbo who told Bockarie. That was
what
28 | said here. That because Johnny Paul, he and Bockarie, they
had
29 arranged at first, when Johnny Paul said he should go to Ghana
in
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1 order for himgo and find ammunition. So, |ater, Ranbo cane
and
2 tol d Bockarie that if Johnny Paul went, he wouldn't return
agai n.
3 That was what brought the confusion when Bockarie asked for
t he
4 di amonds.

16:06:36 5 Q And what happened was that Bockarie ordered Johnny Paul

6 Koroma to hand over the di anonds?
7 A Yes, yes. Because it was Ranbo who tol d Bockarie that
8 Johnny Paul had di anonds and Bockarie ordered Johnny Paul to

hand

9 over the di anonds.
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Q And what |'m suggesting to you happened was that

was angered and he said to you, "You can take Johnny Paul

Koroma's wife if you want," and that's when you raped her; do

accept that?

A No, you're not right. That was not true. Johnny Paul

and his famly and his wife, they were placed in a vehicle and
were taken to Kangana.

Q And Kangama i s where they, Johnny Paul Koroma and his
wife --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can counsel please go

hi s question again.
MR HARRI SON

Q Kangama i s where Johnny Paul Koroma and his wife and

were housed; is that right?
A Yes, that was where they were.

Q And it was at that point in tinme when Bockarie said that

shoul d be the | eader while the AFRC and the RUF were in the

correct?
A Well, it was the idea that he had, but SAJ Musa and his

group, Brigadier Mani, they disagreed with that. They didn't
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agree to accept orders from Bockari e.

Q Al of the other AFRC, they did accept that instruction

they took orders from Bockarie fromthen on; right?

A Wel |, except the few who were in Kailahun, but the

of the AFRC, those who were in Kono, all of themjoined the

Musa in Koi nadugu. So all of themwere not taking orders from
Bockari e.
Q You certainly agree with me that Akim Turay was taking

orders from Bockari e?

A Yes, | agree.

Q Aki m Turay, he had been a nenber of the AFRC?

A Yes. | think Turay was an SLA.

A Yes, Akim Turay was an SLA

Q And you agree with ne that KS Banya was taking orders
Bockari e?

A Yes. KS Banya, during the AFRC, he -- he was with the

in Kono in '98.
Q And he had been a nenber of the AFRC and an ex- SLA?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can counsel please go

the question again.
MR HARRI SON

Q KS Banya had been a nenber of the AFRC and an ex- SLA?
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A Yes.

Q And a person naned Leat her Boot, he was taking

fromthe RUF?

A Yes. He was in Buedu in '98. '99 they went to Lone.

was just in Buedu.

Q And he was an ex- AFRC/ SLA?

A Yes.
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Q And his real nane is Idriss Kamara?
A You're correct.
Q And all of these people were senior nenbers of the ex-

who remai ned with the RUF?

A Well, the only senior menber was ldriss Kanmara, who was
Leat her Boot, but all the others were junior officers.

Q Wasn't Akim Turay one of the senior commanders on the
attack on Kono in Decenber 1998?

A Yes. Akim Turay, | nmet himin Gandorhun as battalion
commander. He was on the attack in Kono, Decenber '98.

Q And Aki m Turay was one of the senior commanders on that
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attack?

A Well, he was a battalion commander. He had peopl e that

the sane appointnent with him
Q But the only person the battalion commander is going to

report to is a brigade commander or the battle group commander

you; isn't that right?

A Yes, but he would report also to the adviser.

Q Now, shortly after you arrived in Kailahun District, you
went to Daru Barracks with Gullit, Lam n and Bockarie, to tell

the soldiers to fight ECOMOG right?

A Wl l, yes. That was what Bockarie said.

Q And so at that tine Gullit was still working with the

A Vell, | met Gullit in Kailahun. | nmet himw th Bockarie
Kai | ahun.

Q Now, with respect to events in Kailahun District, you'd

agree with ne that after the RUF joined the AFRC i n Freet own,
very few senior RUF remained in Kailahun District?

A Yes, there were not many there.
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Q And the nost senior one in Kailahun District, during the
AFRC junta, was Augustine Gbao?

A Well, | cannot say that because there were other nen

There was Denis Lansana, then there was Prince Tayl or.

Q And those are the only two you can think of?

A Well, there were other Vanguards in Pendenbu. Like the
advi ser to the brigade conmmander, who was |saac Gal anar.

Q Now, during the tine when Kono was held by the RUF,

agree with me that Savage was in Tonbodu; right?

A Well, | heard about it later, but |I didn't know Savage

' 98.

Q And you would agree with nme that there were -- there was
informati on that was conmuni cated to you about killings that

taking place in Kono District?

A That was a lie. | didn't -- | didn't get any reports

anyone in Kono and Savage was under the AFRC. That was what |

heard | ater because there was the AFRC group and the RUF group

Kono at that tine.

Q And in addition to Savage, |'m suggesting to you that

know, or knew, that Staff Al haji was in Kono at that tinme?

A Well, at that tine | had not known Staff Al haji. | came

know him personally, in 2000, when | went to base in Kono.

February, that was when | cane to know Staff Al haji.

Q Kono borders on Kail ahun and there woul d have been a
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movenent of fighters, RUF fighters, between Kono and Kail ahun
right?

A Well, there's novenent, but it was restricted. If you'd
have a pass, if Superman did not give you a pass from Kono to

cone to Kail ahun, Sam Bockarie had MPs in the river, so you'd
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cross the Mba to go to Kailahun. You would have a docunent to

to -- from Super nan.

Q And |' m suggesting to you that there was constant

of fighters between Kono and Kail ahun, and you knew as a

of what was going on in Kono; do you accept that?

A Well, | deny sonme and | couldn't deny sone because

say there wasn't novenent between Kono and Kail ahun, but what

trying to clear here, I was in Pendenbu. |[|f soneone would

going to Kono he woul d pass through Kail ahun goi ng to Buedu

woul dn't go to Buedu, Pendenbu.

Q But it is the case, isn't it, that during this tinme you
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were in Pendenbu you're still able to nmake radi o communi cation
wi th anyone you want; right?

A Well, when the commander had advised nme that | shoul d

be responsible to supervise the three targets that |I should

nothing to do with the other areas. So, and every day |

a message frommy radi o, and when ny radio was on | woul d

messages fromthe three to four targets. | wouldn't be able

nmonitor all the conmunications from Kono.

Q Now, one of the missions that you told the Court about

one called the Fiti Fata nission; do you renenber that?
A Yes, that's what | heard.

Q And you say you heard about this one. And what you

was it was a failed attack on Koidu Town; right?

A Yes, that was what | heard.

Q And it was a failed attack that led -- that was | ed by
Superman; right?

A Yes, that was what | heard.

Q And that failed attack took place around May or June
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right?

A No, no; | think it was in July. It was July. It wasn't
May or June.
Q And, as a result of that attack failing, that's when

Bockarie told Superman to go north to join SAJ Musa; right?

A Well, | cannot give the details because the arrangenent,
the meetings that they held in Buedu, | wasn't there. They
didn't sumon ne for the neeting

Q You see, witness, we are suggesting that you in fact

part of that meeting; do you accept that?

A No, no; | didn't go at the nmeeting. They didn't cal

I was -- one witness said it here saying that when they got to

Buedu Mosquito told himthat he had posted ne to Buedu and

was the --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Sorry, Your Honours, to Pendenbu, and
that was the exact story

MR HARRI SON

Q At any rate, you knew that when Supernman |eft Koidu,

Kal I on was in charge of Kono; right?
A No, | cannot confirmthat because the same tinme Supernan

left, it was the sane tinme that Bockarie ordered Kallon to

to Buedu. He left. He said Isaac should be in charge.
Q And it was certainly the case that there was constant

conmuni cati on between people in the Northern Jungle, up at



16: 21:41 25 Kabal a, Koi nadugu, Kono and Kail ahun; right?

26 A Vel |, nobody called me fromthe Northern Jungle, never
27 And even Kono, | didn't get nessages from Kono.
28 Q It must have been a pretty lonely existence you were
l'iving
29 out at Pendenbu, was it?
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1 A Wl |, Msquito marginalised me because of the di anonds
t hat
2 I'"d lost, so he said | should only be responsible for the --
3 Kui va, Mbai, Baima and | ater, Ngienma, but | heard nothing
about
4 the Kono operations; | wasn't involved.
16:22:47 5 Q But you'd certainly agree that throughout this tinme
not hi ng
6 changed about your assignnent; you were still the battlefield
7 commander, right?
8 A Well, it was just a nanme because | didn't have access to
9 the other areas.
16:23: 14 10 Q Now, |'m going to ask you sonme questions on a different
11 topic and area. You've talked about G bril Mssaquoi a fair

12 anmount, and is it right that you know that G bril Massaquo
was
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involved in the capturing of a nunber of students around

and Port Loko?

A Vel l, that was what | heard

Q And what you heard was that he had gone and captured a
| arge nunmber of students and taken theminto the bush; right?

A Yes, that was what | heard. Because when | cane to

the woman G bril Massaquoi had, Baby T. Baby T was a

in Port Loko. When they captured Port Loko, that was when he
took her around carried her. At that tine, | had not known

Gbril at that tine. It was in 1996 that | cane to know

and he too cane to know ne.

Q And the capturing of girls by the RUF was sonet hi ng that
you woul d be aware of being w despread; right?

A Well, | said, it was at Zogoda that | came to know this,

when | saw these | adies, and we are of the sane tribe. So

canme there, they said this nman who had cone, he is a Teme.

they would cone to ne and they would talk to ne, and | would
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to them So that was how | came to know.
Q And of course they would be conplaining to you about the
capture that they had suffered?

A Well, they just told ne that G bril brought themfrom

Western Area -- to the Wstern Area and he was taking themto
Zogoda.
Q And you knew that they had no chance of escape; right?

A Vll, | wasn't there when they were captured. It had

al rost a year when they had been captured when | net themin

Zogoda when | cane to investigate.

Q When you say you cane to investigate, what do you nean
t hat ?
A | said, when | was under investigation, it was at Zogoda

that the panel was set up to investigate nme and | was denoted

capt ai n.

Q Now, when the RUF would attack an area, it would have

the RUF practice to try to find recruits; right?

A Well, it would -- it was up to the people's town --

town they had captured.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the wi tness pl ease

over that again?
MR HARRI SON

Q The interpreter is asking if you could go over that

A Yes. | said, it depended on the towns you woul d have



16:27:35 25 captured and you'd request for the people who would want to
join

26 the RUF. If they agreed, then they would be wel coned. Then
i f

27 they disagreed, they wouldn't be forced. And | said, | would

28 speak about where | fought and what | saw with ny eyes.

29 Q What had happened is that these were people in villages
who
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SESAY ET AL
Page 78
22 JUNE 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 were confronted by the armed RUF who' d just captured the
vil | age;
2 right?
3 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can counsel please go
over
4 the question again?
16:28:20 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Counsel take the advice.
6 MR HARRI SON
7 Q What was happening was these were civilians who were
8 confronted by armed RUF who had just captured their village;
9 right?
16:28: 33 10 A Well, for instance, let ne tell you, for instance, about
11 Masi ngbi in Decenber '98. W attacked the town and we
captured

12 the town. Then the CDF who were there, they surrendered.
Then
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we advanced. The people stayed in their towmms. So if we said

that you who want to join the RUF, you are wel cone, then you

don't want to join them you stay in your town. So that's

happened where | fought.

Q You see, witness, the Prosecution is suggesting to you

there's sinply no reason for a civilian to join the RUF after
they' ve just seen their village captured by you?

A M Harrison, no. | would want you to repeat the

so that | would understand it properly.

Q There's no reason for a civilian to want to join the

after they've just seen their village captured by you?
A No, there was a reason. Wen -- when the RUF --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness pl ease

over that again.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Please, go slowy. Repeat the

part agai n.

THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord. | said, the civilians' sole
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reason for joining the RUF after we've captured the towns. |
said | could give an exanple, |ike, from Kono to Makeni, in
Decenber in '98. But | can't deny what M Harrison is saying
about what Superman was doing in Koinadugu District in '98
because | had no comunication with himand he was not taking
instructions fromme. Even with Bockarie in '98, Supernan

stopped. He was not taking instructions from hi mwhen he was

Koi nadugu District. So if you ask a general question only, |

only explain where | saw and where | had control.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Harrison mght want to expl ore that
further after the afternoon break.
[Break taken at 4.30 p.m]
[ RUF22JUNO7D - M
[ Upon resuming at 5.10 p. m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The Prosecution will continue.
MR HARRI SON: Coul d Exhibit 36 be given to the witness?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Have you been able to retrieve it?
JUDGE | TCE:  You said Exhibit 367
MR HARRI SON:  36.
Q Wtness, this is a docunent which has a title
"Revol utionary United Front of Sierra Leone, Defence

headquarters" dated 27 Septenber 1999. It says: "To the

of the revolution fromBrigadier Issa H Sesay, battlefield

commander, RUF S/L. Subject: Salute report."” Do you have
docunent ?
A Yes, |'ve seen the docunent.



27 Q Now, if you were to turn to using the nunbers in the top
28 right corner, 23477

29 A | have sonething to say about this docunent in the first
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1 pl ace.

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. W'Il hear you

3 THE WTNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord. This docunent, ny
| awyer

4 had been showing it to ne for a long tine now, but | told ny

17:13:47 5 lawer that | -- | did not make a salute report to Foday

Sankoh.

6 And this signature, | do not sign this way. | have inforned
ny

7 lawyer for a long tine about this because, during this tine,

8 during the Lonme, it was only Bockarie who sent salute report
to

9 Foday Sankoh

17:14:08 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, what you've just said wll

11 definitely be reflected in the records, and you will now
[isten

12 to counsel's questions.

13 MR HARRI SON: Well, let ne just ask if you could also be

14 gi ven Exhibit 39, please.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Madam Courtroom O ficer, please

M Sesay, what you' ve just said will be reflected on the

It is part of the records. It will be noted as a question --
what ever questions you answer
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Harrison, the one you had before,

i s the exhibit nunber there?
MR HARRI SON:  The first docunent was 36.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 36. And this --
MR HARRI SON:  And this one is 39.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 39. GCkay. Thanks.
MR HARRI SON:

Q And witness, the reason |I'm showi ng you 39 is because

was the document that was shown to you by your counsel during

di rect exam nation?
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A Yes. The one |I'm hol di ng?

Q Yes. And you acknow edged that to be your docunent when
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you were being asked questions in your direct exam nation?
A Yes.

Q And |'m suggesting to you that if you | ook at the

on that page, document 39, and the one on docunent 36, those

very simlar signatures; do you accept that?

A Well, the simlarity, no. This is different. The way I
sign the Y, and the way this Y is, they're two different --
they're different. | always sign the Y, and | put it at the
back, but | wouldn't put the Y in front when | sign.

Q Now, if you could just go back to docunent nunber 36

you' ve given sone evi dence about Sam Bockarie and you'd

don't you, that you had a very close relationship with Sam
Bockarie; right?

A Vell, | had a working relationship with Bockarie and he

my comrander, but there came a tine when the two of us fel

because he didn't want to cooperate with the peace process.

Q Now, |'m suggesting to you that, in fact, back in 1997
1998, you had a close relationship with Bockarie and ot her RUF
menbers were aware of that; right?

A Vel |, that does not seem correct because there were

important issues in '98 in Buedu on which Bockarie did not

me to take part.
Q If you could turn to page 2348, please, and I'l| start

reading fromthe top line. It says: "M Bio then stated that

had conme with a special mssion and was seeking nmy support in
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1 "I listened as both he Gbril went into details of the
2 nunerous grievances held against the AFRC. He said that
3 the AFRC had refused to share power with us and had even
4 marginalised us in the nmlitary. | told themthat the
5 instructions that we had received fromthe | eader called
6 us to join and take all orders from Chai rnan JP Korona."
7 Now, what | read so far is all true, isn't it?
8 A Well, this is the story which other people knew about.

9 G bril knows about this story; other RUF' s know about this

10 Q If you just listen to the question. The question was

11 simply: What | had read up to that point was true?

12 A Yes, that was what happened. That's what | was sayi ng.
13 Peopl e were --

14 Q I will read on. | wll continue on

15 "Steve Bio responded saying that | should disregard all

16 that as we were all young nen and that this was an



17:19: 59

assune

17: 20: 25

true,

Page 83

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

operation that was necessary."
THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel take it slowy,

pl ease?
MR HARRI SON:

Q "Steve Bio responded saying that | should disregard all
that as we were all young nen and that this was an
operation that was necessary for the four of us; Gbril,

Steve, General Msquito and nyself, to undertake and

command of the government and the State."

Now t hi s incident happened, didn't it? This is

what | read so far?

A Well, sonething like this, sonething |like this happened

Kenema, but all this that they' re saying here that Gbril say
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were young nen, no, that was not what he told ne.
Q And 1'l1l just continue reading on:
"I asked themif they had already discussed this with

General Msquito as they had just left himin Freetown.



17:21: 05
Freet own

17:21: 39

not
| eave,
17: 22: 02

to

t hey

Mosquito

17: 22: 28

Mosquito

17:22:54

told

5

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

G bril replied that they had left the General in

but that he was afraid of General Msquito and coul d not
sunmon the courage to approach himon such an issue. In
fact, it was this very reason that had made it necessary
for themto search for me in Kenenma, knowing that if |
coul d be convinced they were close to getting Genera
Mosqui to's support.”

That's all true, isn't it?

A It did not happen like that. The way howit went, it's

the way that it's on this docunent, because they did not

they did not release Mosquito in Freetown. They left Bo to go

Kenema, while Mdsquito travelled overnight to Freetown. So

were expecting that they would neet Msquito in Kenema
Q But what you do agree with is that they canme to you

knowi ng that if you could be convinced, they woul d get

on board; right?

A They went to tell Mdsquito, when they did not find

in Kenena, they nmet ne and that was what they told ne.

Q Yes. And the question again is: They knew that if they
convi nced you they would be able to get Msquito' s support;
right?

A That was not correct because they told nme, and when |

Mosquito, Mosquito disagreed with that.
Q And at page -- the next page 2349, at the top, this is

referring to an incident at the Iranian Enbassy. This is where
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you say, "l accepted his gift in good faith," referring to

Goorie, | think, "only to be notified on SLBS radio the

day that | had | ooted the Iranian Enbassy and, as a result, |

been renoved fromthe Suprene Council and that ny arrest had

ordered." That's all true, isn't it?
A It's not true, because SAJ Musa approached nme and JPK
called me later on the sanme day. |It's not that | heard it on

SLBS t he next day, no.

Q Al right. So the part that is true, then, is that you
agree that where it says, "I had been renpved fromthe Suprene
Council ," that that's true?

A Well, I've told you that | did not wite this docunent.
It's not ny signature. | was in the AFRC Council, not the
Supr enme Council .

Q And if you go to the bottom paragraph on that page, this

referring to the tinme of the intervention, and it says:

"I retreated first to Waterloo and then to Masiaka. By
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then the ECOMOG force had taken Bo and Kenema, and it

agreed that | should attack Bo and begin to organise to

move to attack Freetown. | was successful in capturing

but sustained an injury that forced ne to retreat back

Mle 91 and then to Makeni, in search of good nedica
treatnment."”
All that's true, isn't it?
A No, no.
Q And it's true that you attacked Bo and that you were
successful in capturing Bo; right?

A Wel |, Bo was not under our control when | joined the

How woul d | claimthat we had captured Bo. It was during the
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attack that | was wounded, so | left there. It was at that
that the CDF were still in Bo Town.
Q And in the next paragraph, it says:
"Whilst in Makeni, | went to visit JP Koroma, who was in

hiding in his village."
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That's true, isn't it?

A Peopl e saw me go to JPK' s village, so that's not a

Q It continues on:

"JP Koroma asked ne to arrange and supervise the

of his entire famly to Kailahun as ECOMOG wer e

and the clandestine radio, 98.1 FM had accounted that

was in hiding in his village."
That's all true, isn't it?
A There's no truth in that because | was not the one who
moved JPK fromhis village to Kono. | was not the one. | was
not the one who was responsible to nove with him no.
Q If you turn over to the next page, the top right corner
shoul d now read 2350. It states:
"l contacted General Mbsquito and the order was given to
escort the forner head of State to our Kailahun base."
That's true, that you contacted General Msquito?
A Vell, | -- before | arrived in JPK's village, | net
Mosquito and JPK had al ready been talking for all those days.

And, at that tinme, | was not that too fit to say that |

the troops to go to Kono. It was when we reached Kono that

Mosquito sent a receiving teamto pick us up from Gandor hun to

t o Kail ahun.

Q Then if you go down 14 lines on that sane page. It's a

paragraph that starts with the words, "JP Koroma." And it
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"JP Koroma appoi nted CGeneral Msquito as Chief of

Staff with overall command over both the RUF and the SLA
and promoted himto the rank of Brigadier General."
And that's all true, isn't it?

A I have told you before we had the break that SAJ Misa,

Bri gadi er Mani, GCeneral Bropleh, the heaviest group of the

never took orders from Bockarie. So howcan | wite that kind

report?
Q Wtness, |'msuggesting to you that you in fact did
this report. I1t's your signature and the question sinply is:

VWhat | read out to you, is true; correct?
A That's a lie. |It's not the truth because it never
happened.

JUDGE I TOE: Are you saying it's a lie that JP Koroma

not appoint Mysquito to Chief of Defence Staff, and that he

not --

THE WTNESS: W Lord --
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JUDGE ITCE: Yes. And that he did not pronote himto

rank of Brigadier General ?

THE WTNESS: No, My Lord. | wouldn't say that's alie

had said that it was JPK who appoi nted Bockarie to Chief of

Def ence Staff, but SAJ Miusa, Brigadier Mani, and all the

i n Kono and Koi nadugu were not taking orders from Bockarie, so
they did not recognise this appointnent.
JUDGE ITCE: It is not a question of recognising the

appointment. Isn't it a question of whether Mani and the rest

them were taking orders fromhin? Ws he appointed by Koroma

not? That's the question. The information here, is it true

not? That's a sinple question
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THE WTNESS: But, My Lord, | had said that Johnny Paul
appoi nted Misquito as Chief of Defence Staff, sir.
JUDGE BQUTET: M Sesay, as Justice lItoe just asked you

that particul ar sentence has been read to you, the ful
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and you're being asked if it is true or not. There's nore to

You say, well, they were not accepting his command. The

is not whether they accepted his authority or command. The

question is sinply what has been read to you, which is, in

what Justice Itoe just read: Wether or not JP Koroma

Mosquito as Chief of Defence Staff, if this is true, with

conmmand of both the RUF and the SLA and promoted himto the

of Brigadier CGeneral. You are not being asked if they agreed

with it or they disobeyed and they respected it. That's not

question. The question is, what is being read to you, is it

or not. That's all

THE WTNESS: M Lord, sir, | had said today that Johnny
Paul appointed Mosquito. And that's a reality. That is what
happened.

JUDGE BQUTET: But there's nore to that. [It's not only
that, that's why |I've added: Wth overall conmmand of both the
RUF and the SLA.

THE W TNESS: Yes, but that did not work.

JUDGE BOUTET: That's not the question. The question is
not if it worked or not. Is it true what is being said there?

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord.

JUDGE BOQUTET: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let ne take up sonething falling from

your earlier statement. Wat is your final answer? Is that
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THE WTNESS: MW Lord, | was not the one who wote that
docunent .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

MR HARRI SON

Q Now, if you go down towards the bottom of that same

and it would be seven lines up fromthe bottom This is

about di anobnds that were found on or with Johnny Paul Korona.

And |' m suggesting to you that this is what you wote and

It says:
"Acconpani ed by Brigadier Mke Lanmin and the CSO to JP

Koroma, | asked the latter to present the dianonds for

use of the revolution. He conplied and the nmatter was
settled."
I's that statement true?

A Wel |, Johnny Paul gave the dianonds, but to say that

was my signature. That's what | disagree with. | did not
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a report. These are general pieces of information that people

who were with us knew about this informati on that we have on

docunent .

Q Okay. Listen to the question again. |'masking you if

sentence is true, that:
"Acconpani ed by Brigadier Mke Lamin and the CSOto JP

Koroma, | asked the latter to present the di anonds for

use of the revolution."
Is that true?

A | did not present the diamonds. |t was Bockarie who

JPK to give himthe dianonds

Q Then on the next paragraph on that sane page, it says

"While in Buedu, Captain M chael Coonber of the nining
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reported with a parcel of dianonds from Kono."
I's that statement true?
A No. It was not Coomber who was in charge of the nining.

It was Kennedy.
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Q Well, it doesn't stay he's in charge. |[|f you just

toit. It says:

"Whil e in Buedu, Captain M chael Coonber of the m ning

reported with a parcel of dianmonds from Kono."
I's that true?

A No. I was not there, but in '98, '99, M chael Coonber

working with the mning unit.

Q And do you agree that he reported with a parcel of

from Kono?

A Yes. Sonme time in '99, Bockarie used to send himto go

no, Kennedy was sendi ng himor another person to take di anonds

Bockari e i n Buedu.
Q If you just continue on. |'msaying to you that:

"The parcel was placed in ny care by CGeneral Mbsquito

the instructions to nove with it to a transit point

woul d be nmet by General |brahim and together we were to
travel to a business associate of the |eader for
arrangenments and procurenment of mlitary equi pnent.”
Is that statenment true?

A Wel |, Bockarie sent me to Monrovia to nmeet |brahi m Bah

That was in late March to early April '98. But the dianonds

Bockari e gave ne, those are the di anonds he had taken from JP

Q So you woul d agree that in March and April, you went
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di anonds to Monrovia; right?

A Well, | was not going to Monrovia. It was in transit to
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Burki na Faso. But I|brahim Bah, with whom| would have gone,

me that | should wait for himin Mnrovia while he cane to
collect me to go to Burkina Faso. It was while | was waiting
that the dianonds fell fromnmy hands. So | had to return to
Buedu.

Q And the reason why you were carrying those dianonds to
Monrovi a was as your report states: You were to travel to a

busi ness associ ate of the |eader for arrangenments and

of military equipnent; that's true, isn't it?

A Yes, but it was not in Mnrovia. That could have

in Burkina Faso. That was the purpose. But because | |ost

di anonds, the entire thing was dissolved and | returned.

Q In fact, what the salute report goes on to state, 16

down fromthe top, which is about one third of the way down

page, is: "How could |I ever |ook my comrander in the eyes and
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tell himthat |, Issa, who could be trusted with the security

the nation, could not secure a small parcel of dianonds."

That's true, isn't it?

A Wll, | didn't wite such reports like this, and not all
t he conmanders sent ne. |t was Bockarie who decided to send
MR HARRISON: |'min the Court's hands.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, we certainly can allow you to
pursue this further. | think the time has now conme for us to

adjourn to the next hearing day. But, before we do that, do

down.
MR HARRI SON: | can give the Court a bit of guidance if
deens it appropriate. | will certainly finish on Tuesday.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay. W don't want to rush
anyway. W have time structured out, you know, so -- but
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we adj ourn the proceeding today, let ne deliver a brief ruling

a pending matter, and this is a unaninous ruling of the
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on the application by the third accused not to be further
represented by Professor Andreas O Shea as one of his
court - appoi nted counsel

The Trial Chanber hereby grants the request of the third

accused for the Chanber to withdraw M Andreas O Shea's

as one of his court-appointed counsel and consequently

the said counsel fromany further duties and obligations in

relation thereto. Confirns the appointnent of M John

as court-appointed counsel for the third accused and, further,
strongly recommends that he be appointed | ead counsel of the
Def ence team of the third accused. And further instructs the

Regi strar, in consultation with the Principal Defender, to

the necessary neasures to give effect to this decision and to
provi de the necessary human and material resources, in

consultation with M Cammegh, to ensure that the tria

wi thout any delays. A witten ruling will be published very
shortly.

The trial is adjourned to Tuesday, 26 June 2007 at
9.30 a.m

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5. 30

to be reconvened on Tuesday, the 26th day of

June, 2007, at 9.30 a.m]
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