SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Flashback to 2004: Construction of the courthouse.

PRESS CLIPPINGS

Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Tuesday, 1 April 2008

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright
Ext 7217



2

“Taylor Ordered Me Bury a Pregnant Woman” / The Spark

Fourah Bay College gets big boost from the Special Court / Cocorioko
(Untitled) / BBC World Service Trust

Taylor’s Millions Still Around / The Parrot

Former Lawmaker Reacts to Marzah’s Testimonies / The Inquirer
Witness: Camp Namah Was SBU Training Base / New Democrat
Taylor Was “Owner of RUF’ / The Analyst

A 'Bout' of Russian Terror / Washington Times

UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries / UNMIL

International News

Pages 3-4

Page 5
Pages 6-7
Pages 8-9
Page 10
Pages 11-12
Page 13
Pages 14-15

Pages 16-17




The Spark
Tuesday, 1 April 2008

PAGE 2 Spark Newspaper Tacsday March st 2008

Y Kl

Ievnzoing Torbor's il ' The Hogue
ol W unerh surses with
some ol the key operatives of the
Brrier Presickent i rebe] header not
only denouncing him butalsosoing
i Wil o the prosecution gyl
oseeking bis clemed plicanent he-
Trimwl b Jeor sl ke war erimes and
crimes commitied againgt Sicma

I oz

o sl e Treshevickenos B the peos-
cution. whiralleged gt e wis e
Chiel ol Chperations for the wir mea-
chine ol Clharles T o, bas suid tho
Do s omchered Ty Biss G boss 1o
buary b1 the et igioble o 2

pregnant woman loe reasons s
knomam oy Lyl

Ehwtral thet e oy gowme on o sin-
critl il recontly witnessed ihe
testinany of e ex-NIFL onmer
[rehiter i prerson ol i Ml
Ml ivweving esthe et the A
st B s ooy meader Uhis speial
wonverige of e estimeny e kel
ity Do spulibenaml,

A lomer |i:__'JI1LT ol the alefincl Ma-
tional Patrodic Front of Libera
(NPT e Ltk the witness st in
Uz aamgzeding: il ol Ko Presidient
Chiardes J":“ I canl okl e ot than
T Bk orderedd s lod o atroweilics
i Eiberuamc Sicrm L sone during e
ot ol the condlict.

According we e ex-lighter, who
s fo bt NPEFE insicler he "2g-
g™ My v ordered by Tkt
ot atrowitics i both Lilberia sl
Serra 1o, and that he also eacded
s lor digemonds with U Revaly-
tiwneuy Ulnited Fronn (1L

From the seripts of his wail repons,
which were posted on e intemel
sinoe Muorch 12, the prosectition a-
Tormeys seek o callanew witness and
appive mathe jucees waomi the seope
aund bengthol wimess's caumination and
G,

13 B juacdpes denied the reguest o
limiting the cross-cxauimpation. Based
vt s s, the new witness. Roseph
13 P Morab, ook the stand
Making his testimony, Marsah re-
cenmted that e v with Tavlor's Ma-
tiomal Patriotic Front for Liberia
(ML i the vary begirming fothe
ennch sl thist e sl visen 1o bocome
Terylow's Chiiel ol Operations,
He recounted numenmes ;
commitied an Liberia and Sierma
Leone, all ol which he said Bad been
ordercd b Tanelon: 1 e alsocLidmmd that
ner e end ol the Siem e
contllive, Tyl ondered him goeyecune

IT RINGS A BELL

“Taylor ordered me burya

Revolutionay United Frong (RUF)
conumausher Lssa S whovasa the
Tme conperting inthe Peace process
A e time,

Traacdefitions o Tan dor's orders, Mareih
ailbegd that B lew disect Iy postivipaged
i the banving alive of o pregnan
v in Mooz e ftheridleped
there v srs-lie-diamonds iziding
Fetwaen Tandor el the UL inSiena
Levwne, s claim bue il ne elbone
Cpening the Counier arauments into
e allegsnrns mised by the witness,
e et Prosceutor o] ollses-
platinend o juelzes that rher i con-
i ity e v v e still -
tilvinge ol the end of U on dee doy be-
e (s Mongerl, the prosceution
itk sk tocall fioe e witness
Vb il chamber s il bisd warlicr
dlenied close sewion e the witnes.
stic] Chat e gkl muling the witioess
e ol willing watestly o iwkdivooal
ITHEISLINSS Were ol i |:-l;|c\_' La1 |1|\3|,¢|_-|
Tiimn uavd s Lk

For bogistieal resons ned described in
conirt, s proteclive s cn
anly be undertaken this week sl
shiowtly s ber the swatiess’s metwm o,
P this mson, e wiiness would by
unarvilsble alier Fridi

e prosceudion apgliva 1o the i
b b Dot dlivcet coamimaion Lo one
cligy, annd dhe delense cross-cximine-
Licom bescmne-sunel-ti-hal Cilais. ot ckiys
ilevurt sils exceplionally in e alior-
ot Frickay. | lollis cited legal pre-
cedents for sucs limitations on e
lemeth olthe cross-cxmmination
Luad Defonse counsel Courtenay
CinifTaths argued that be did no ko
whut the witness wouhd s o Grere-
fioee wonsld o b Fullilling bisdur o
his eliend il heagreed inadvamee i Timit

his cross-chaminiion.

[ e e that e chamber s anoner-
ricding duty w0 justice and laimess. and
that comcerms for wiliess sl
prodection should not lmal the
ol the gectsed 1o B imal, el
the right 10 Wl cress-exanination
Cerilliths cited various pros ssons ol the
Spweviitd Court's Bules o Prooedune s
Evidhenoe, s wellas o lesal neling

the: Yugashey bl

Adlerhzwing areply [vorm 1lollis, whe
atrgonedd thint the rights of victims sind
wiliesses st be balance with the
rights ol the aceused, the judses re-
tered fionn the courtroem to consider

and

1he crpumenis.

Lipon metuming. Prosicing g
Tevesa Iohenty sonounced dwirnl-
e that ievouled et be i il ivter-
wsl ol justive o grnt the prosecn-
Lisn recucsl (ir Tamies on cress-cu-
austination. Thae prosceution e
Ul catllod the ey wilness o the
st in hopaes than be might com-
|1|l\.'|L'|.Ijn.IL"GI|I'|'ﬁ||'|_'| Pl the vk
ernls,

PHrect exammation ol ™/
N

The new witness was Joewph 1
Uy Maraih o Liseinaolthe
Caivr i, el westificad then he
s o] 17 memburs of Linkor's
ML whs iomeshed Dalweria liven
Peany Coastim Decembuer 24, 1484,
when his it conmnmeder was
[rinew Jhison. Adicr sy inlight-
ing im the NPT, o owdberd
Mlarathi's rebeies IRHT G wongaine
b ba NPFL Spaocial Lorees,

whicharmml 2kl dohnson ke
ey dicel.

elareatlvsasone his owaly L lor
amd fowghe under his conmm.
Mzl testiliod that while Prince
Jhwsonts fomees wene disciplined
ity abusod civilinmes uneer lin-
oty wercencuumaged i rpe and
Tz e o IhLJL'Hj it belome o lor
bevime prosident ol Liberia, his

ferees dlicd ot neceive asalar bt
e enonrtged T loe o com-
ot Daensch s by stealing from
civiliues

[l dhssonbedd NPFT L']'H.'L'kpﬂ'inlﬁ.
whiere hmman miestines wery wal
s o el st acrees the nd,
anted o heinks v |1|;|;¢1_| (A1}
skt foe s that T dor hawl seen
mr ol sy check pomis
My dhesribed T lor's introce-
Tivetod Today Sunkedtothe NP
Laner, sficr Morsady soid Ton dor husd
clevebped complete st in him,
Tl allegedly sen M o -
crampany Sankadvon ascoond incur-
siom it Sierr Leone in 1991,
whene Sankoly wis 0 become 2
leader. Marah suid ta when his
NPT mencapiured Koo Sicor
Lome, Sankedyerivd ener the dead
wivilions aned soddicrs and bumed
henrss, Muread swd b alkal Tan-
lor an the mdio w uc||'|'||1|;|:_|'| ul
Sankoh'sweakiess, snd thit Tilor
cesurvd ham Sankoly vouhd gotwsod

pregnant woman”

il
Ml icesobed serving inanuenberod
NPFL wats ailier his petum oo Libweric
'iI'L'|I.II.|:I'|e' the "Dl Sl negonsilske
lo st soldiens v s ot ol
Ly Bew'somdors, Moty estiliod e vl
e LHLIMOY Biction comrolled |of

Counwy. Layhor gomee Bisn ey ol
Raolapwas i bobse Civnnesn bonder ol
ks Byl Ui puts amto Ciuinga, Aliv
s ko fvice U e ot s e
Fttiewislaipes woere vl o immspond ann-

sl st lacden under the kol
ks, (o bissmh

e, L whene thes
v it Bothwe | ibemmmemibies
i Cinsine o vansand sggling uethe
BT i Sivrman ] eone
Shweahsaichhean siior U1 IMO dRanmeal

Lo joinn o e et of seiivel ursil,
Uhie s e S L eane s opwn b
B e e ok Butcen 200 0 <hip
ments ol wms ad aonnaition 1 the
BT abars o L lors oner,

1l deeribed some o these delieries,
sl v hien T vl st e Tront o
il il
L'|IL'L'|'\.|‘.l.'liII|‘\.|‘.|..\'iIlIvL'\_'LL'I'_\.HIL' e Ty

the COUIN, I:k':'. WIS N

wis Ly loe's Chict ol Opwerstions:.

T prosecutiom seshiod Maoseahy bows Uz
ks, s Fe estativa that e had o.-
cortedlimnds or people com g dis-
s b Ii'l_‘- o LA TR
[ e deserthed indketail onev o
ol hrusagehn b Saan Bockaiie {1
quites™ ey o om Mlomeady sl T hor s
inpnessad il g e hinsdCand Bockine
IR

alonz with i kuge guamitily of
itk i Ltk barck o Sicma L oo,
L aboserilwed s st ||hgl|u|_'|:1 1|'i]1 witly
Focharic o deliver o ol demonds 1o
Faa o sl T Jow's chocesson Lo mtnoduce
ockaric 1 oflicials i Budking Faso
s lwrcoubd sl wemponsio e LT

Shonly thercalier. o kwge Russion caran
ket broueeha s aned summumition 1o
Kaoberts International airfield in
Munron i andd Mareh staned that i oon-
tanued many tuckloods of material,
Marvads said it wok hime 3-6 irips with
muoincks sk it all o Siemal cone,
Mlareah testi e et T Jor lser ondernad
bt bring Saum Beockianic with is men
Tronw Siena Leone. in order 1o .endd the
RUE infighting between Pockane wxd
Fssa Saesiny, Bowhiarie and Dis men e
mhleerited mio virioues militn sl o
b umits i bz s m

T sl

b b 1o light i Fuoes Crogea

Prosecutor Nick Koumjian ashed
CONTINUED PAGE 6




“Ta
}'HOE PAGE 2
whether Taylor hod evier given him an
order reparding RUF conmander Issa
Sesay. Marzah said that when he was
in Kono, he received an order from
Toylow 10 exceute Sesay becawse he had
sigmid some papers as parl of he peace
agreement. which Taylor reparded a5
a betrayal. Marzah was not successtul
in exccuting Sesay.

At the prosecution’s request, Marzah
went on o describe executions had
conducted wnder Taylor's orders. He
deseribed several massacres of civil-
ians in Liberia ondered by Taylor be-
cause he said the civilizns had col labo-
rated with his enemies.

This included o massacre of G at
Camp Carter; In ane massacre in and
around Ghamga, Marzah said he amd

his men had cut open the bellies of

pregnant wormen and killed babics,
He also describod an NPFL ambush
of loyalists of Prince Johnson on the
day that Johinson captured Samuel Doe,
the President of Liberia. and alleped
that Taybor ovdened him and his men
i kill all 72 of the Johnsen men with
knives,

Faollowing the lunch break, court went
into a very boief closed session with-
out the witess, at the request of the
prosecution, Just minules later, the
open session resumed. Marah testi-
ficd that when b Taylor joined the
six-persan imerim presidency in

lor ordered me bury

emony 1o be conducted. He allegedly
sent men. inchuding Marzah and Ben-
Jamin Yeaten, to bring a pregnant
waorman from the streets of Monrovia,
The worman was stripped naked and
placed ina pit dug on the beach behind
Taylor's residence. She pleaded [or her
life, but, according 1o Marzah, Taylor
threw in the [irst sand and then hismen
burted her alive, He stated that Taylor
then held a white sheep by its homs
while his men saerificed it over the

buried woman, He said a massacre of
around &0 civilians in the 1own of

Kammantahun, carried out by Ben-
jamin Yeaten, but blamed on him. He
testified that Taylor gave him a red
motoreyele in order 10 stop him from
proclaiming his innocence al a mas-
sacre Marzzh found disturbing - be-
cause he said that Taylor wanied to
cover up for Yeaten,

Marzah described the execution of

RUF commander Supenman. which
allegedly was orpanized by Yeaten at
Taylor's arder. Taylor believed that
Supermen had berayed him. Marzzh
described Superman subsequently be-
ing beheaded and dismembencd, with

his hard delivered to Taylor as prool’

of the excoution.

Marzah said that be and the other men
on the mission cooked and ate
Superman's heart at Yealen's house,
which was next w0 Tavlors. Similarly,

sarrah described the execution of

l'egllal!imhmpﬁﬂ sy u--]ﬂx fwhen

.]Lll]u]l. (Daniel Tamba) i Sierra
Leone, allegedly on the orders ol
Benjamin Yeaten.

Marzah also testilied that he spoke
with a soldier named Sweet Candy.
who was waring the jacket ol AR
leader Johmy Paul Koroma, Sweet
Candy 1old Marzah that Koroma had

been exccuted al the command of

Charles Taylor because Taylor
claimed that Koroma bad betraved
him. Marzah testilicd that Taylor
sometimes called him "my son”.
Koumjian then stated that he had no
further questions 1or the wilness.

Cross-cxamination of Marzih begins
Lead Delense Counsel Couwrtenay
Cariffiths began the cross-examination

b recounting with the witness all of

the atrocities he had personally com-
mitted, Marzgh stated that e didn't
know how many people he had killed,
bt miere than hundred. He confinned
that he had killed babes and cut open
the bellies of pregnant women at
Tavlors command. Grifliths askesl

Marzah if he had any pangs of con-

seienee. Marzah said ves, but that be
Tadl carded out the killings inonder 1o
protect himself, his family and his
property, because Taylor would take
retribution against anyone ot [Bllow-
ing orders. Grilliths challenged
Marzah o cite specific instances
where Tavlor had ardered pregnant
wiymen 1o be cut open.

fiehting in Ghamgn, Tayker sent him a
specific message over the radio 10 gut
o pregnant woman inrelibution agdinst
the lecal popuketion. Crillits then chial-
lenzed Mursah w deseribe o specific
instance where Toylor had ordered him
1o kill o habearzah said that after the
NPFL had captured Gharmga, Tavlor
Fvrmedd o umit callod "Mo Babey on T
gt and gave them instructions o kill
amy baby they sae Marabh ieslilied
afier they camied ol this insinection.
they reporicel it o Taykor and received
money. Grilliths asked Marah il he
hud sy regrets about “this wickediness”.
Marzah responded: ™1 regret nothing, |
don't regret an inch.” Girilliths asked
Marsah wihy he hadn't lled instead of
committing these atrocitivs. and
Marzah said he hada large progerty and
24 children of his own o protect o

Liberia. When Grlfiths asked wher.

the executions had all taken place.
Mlaraah said that maost hiad been cacried
out in Sierra Leone and Guinea, with
some in Liberia, In the course althis
questioning, Marzth stated that he had
participated in the invasion of
Freetown. Grilfiths asked i1 had par-
ticipated in conducting ampulations,
amd Margth sicd he had. on the orders
ol Taylor, As the westimony cane 1
close, Griffiths asked: "Are you saying
that Charles Tavlor told you on the ra-
diovor phone: o cut of p\_\mlL 5 [imbs™

hforeab respended: "Soaanytimes =
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Fourah Bay College gets big boost from the Special Court
By Moses A. Kargbo

The UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has presented a consignment of 1,100 text books to the
Department of Social Sciences and Law, Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone.

The books, worth a whooping £50,000, were donated through a project called “The Algernon Montage
Sierra Leone Book Project”, and the ceremony took place at the Administrative Hall, Fourah Bay College
campus in Freetown.

Giving an overview of the project, Director and Trustee, who doubles as senior lecturer at the U.K.
University in London, Eric Jean-Pierre said AMSLBP is a charity he founded alongside a colleague in the
same university, John Trye.

He said they will continue to assist the FBC Law Department and the Law School with books as both
institutions badly needed the materials.

“Our aim is to help in the resuscitation of education in Sierra Leone and to make the Law Department
library a very crucial research center where scholars from all over the continent could come and
brainstorm,” Jean-Pierre said, adding that another consignment is ready for shipment from the U.K.

He said on arrival, donation will also be made to the English Language Department of the college.

President of the Special Court, Justice George Gelaga-King expressed appreciation for the administration
of the University of Sierra Leone for maintaining the standard of the institution after the civil conflict.

Justice Gelaga-King said the charity has plans to boost legal education in the country if only the first
gesture would be judiciously utilised.

Receiving the items, Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor of Fourah Bay College, Dr. Dan Foday assured the
benefactors that the books would not be locked up in cupboards to accumulate dust but would be used to
the advantage of students.

He appealed to the organisation not to forget other departments in the college, which he said are equally in
dire need of assistance.
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By Adolphus Williams, at The Hague

The Monday afternoon session of Charles Taylor's war crimes trial continued in The Hague with
prosecution 21st witness Isaac Mongor on the stand.

The former RUF fighter, who rose to the position of brigadier general and member of the ruling council in
the AFRC/RUF military junta in Sierra Leone, gave a graphic account of alleged atrocities by RUF
fighters against women and children.

Adolphus Williams reports from the courtroom in The Hague

WILLIAMS: Amongst the charges faced by Charles Taylor are recruiting child soldiers and sexual
slavery. The former RUF brigadier, Isaac Mongor, said fighters led by frontline commander Sam
Bockarie arrested the girlfriend of the RUF leader Foday Sankoh. He said the woman, only identified as
Janet, was suspected of passing information to government force. The RUF soldiers forced her to have sex
with her son before killing both of them.

MONGOR: I said his girlfriend's name was Janet.
COUNSEL: Sir, are you saying Janet?
MONGOR: Yes.

COUNSEL: Thank you. So please continue with what happened with
Janet, Foday Sankoh's girlfriend?

MONGOR: She was arrested, but she had connived with the government troops, the SLA soldiers. She
was arrested because the woman hailed from that town. So they started arresting all the other people who
were related to that woman... A. She was arrested and her child was arrested and they were placed in a
house. They were detained there. After some time she was taken out to be killed, but then they took out
her son for the two of them to have sex before they could kill her.

WILLIAMS: He said fighters took over villages and towns and seized women as their wives or recruited
them to fight.

Mongor, who claimed to have run away from Arm Forces of Liberia training base in Todee near
Monrovia, said he helped forcibly to recruit and train children in Camp Nama in Bong County. He said
children were useful in fighting because they proved to be braver than adult fighters.

MONGOR: The SBUs were fighting. They were at the forefront, they were at the forefront

fighting, and we used them also to be at the checkpoints so that they could restrict some of the fighters
who want to retreat from the front line, so they will push them back to go to the front line.... the SBUs
were brave more than most of the adults. So we used them to ensure that they would capture most of the
men that were retreating from the front line and that they would bring them back to the front line. The
others were fighting at the front line so they could help to put more pressure on the enemy.



WILLIAMS: He disclosed civilians were rounded up and shot. In one instance in Kailahun, 69 people
were shot dead.

MONGOR: Mosquito killed those people. He said the people were Kamajors, but according to the
information that we got, or that I got, they said those people were people who had run away because of the
war. They were trying to return to their home, but they came in a group and they were men so they
accused them of being Kamajors and they were killed... It happened in Kailahun Town... The killing took
place during the time of peace, but when they said those people were spies, that they were Kamajors, that
was the information that they said they got. But later one of my friends Vandi Kossiah told me that those
people were not Kamajors... They said they killed 69 people in Kailahun.

WILLIAMS: Monger said Sam Bockarie was the man who directly delivered diamonds to Taylor in
return for ammunition and guns as part of the former Liberian president’s support to the rebels.
Monger said diamond mining started in the town of Dia, in Kailahun, in 1991 when the civil war began.

He also spoke of the Front’s military disciplinary measures and strategies used to attack troops of the
West African Peace Keeping force, ECOMOG.

He spoke of holes dug by fighters serving as prison cells. And he described how the RUF soldiers
deceived ECOMOG troops by pretending to surrender but opening fire on the peacekeepers when they
opened their arms to welcome the supposed surrendering fighters.

Defense lawyer Terry Munyard will continue the cross-examination of Mongor.

For BBC World Service Trust, Search for Common Ground, Talking Drum Studio, Adolphus Williams in
The Hague.
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Washington Times
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
Editorial

A 'Bout' of Russian terror
By Ed Royce

Maybe Viktor Bout got complacent. Accustomed to profiting in the world's roughest places while
brazenly defying law enforcement, this notorious gun runner fell three weeks ago, arrested by Thai
authorities in a Drug Enforcement Agency sting in Bangkok. An arms smuggling conviction would put
this very dangerous man out of business. He is a survivor, though, and we should not breathe easy until an
extradited and shackled Mr. Bout hits United States soil.

A former Soviet pilot dubbed the "Merchant of Death," Mr. Bout has fueled many brutal civil wars,
mainly with former East Bloc state arsenals. In the 1990s, he dealt weapons to the several sides fighting in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and rebels in Angola, breaking international arms embargoes. Some
have linked him to the Rwandan genocide. One good customer was the former Liberian president, Charles
Taylor, who relied on Mr. Bout to arm his reign of terror in West Africa, which landed Taylor in The
Hague to face war crimes charges.

This man has plagued four continents. He simultaneously armed the Taliban and the Northern Alliance; he
had dealings with Hezbollah and the FARC in Colombia. Indeed, Mr. Bout thought he was negotiating a
deal to provide the FARC with millions of dollars in arms when he was arrested. The deal included 100
advanced Russian-made shoulder-fired missiles, capable of downing an aircraft. Federal prosecutors in
New York are seeking his extradition to stand trial for providing material support to this Colombian
terrorist organization.

Viktor Bout is the model. Unfortunately there exists a class of rogues: gray-area figures who help destroy
states and the rule of law while avoiding scrutiny. He and other smugglers are not small-timers. Mr. Bout
has amassed a logistical capability that rivals many NATO countries, operating dozens of planes. Today
the paramount concern is that his type of global delivery system might transport a nuclear weapon. Their
credo is anything for money. The arrest of this man, the best known of the lot, hopefully signals a new
alertness to the dangers poised by these networks.

The United States and others have spent much to build stability in Africa. We have been successful in
Sierra Leone and Liberia. Millions of lives have been saved by ending these brutal conflicts. But stability
is very fragile; all it takes is a few dozen rebels armed by the likes of Viktor Bout to enflame a rebuilding
country. Taking on the Bouts of the world would better protect these investments.

Extradition experts give Mr. Bout only a fifty percent chance of facing justice in the United states, though.
Thai police have said Mr. Bout's extradition would have to wait until he was tried in Thailand.
Meanwhile, the Russian government reportedly is pressuring Thai authorities to set him free. For years, he
has operated out of Moscow, in the open, despite an Interpol arrest warrant. He has ties to Russian
intelligence. Beware of Russian promises to "try" Mr. Bout at home.

The diplomatic instinct in the State Department may be to play nice with Russia, especially since the Bush
administration seeks a long-term agreement on U.S.-Russian relations. Recommendations to press
Moscow on Mr. Bout years ago reportedly were set aside to win its cooperation in the war on terrorism.
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But this man is a terrorist. And there is nothing to be gained from acquiescing to yet another Russian
effort at undermining the rule of law. We should be doing all we can to counter any Russian pressure on
Bangkok. The arrest of Viktor Bout may signal an intolerance of an intolerable type of character. With a
deadly past and dangerous future, he must face justice. Thai authorities should be commended for their
cooperation, but only when Mr. Bout is securely on his way to our shores, which given likely Russian
machinations, can't happen fast enough.

Representative Ed Royce. California Republican, is ranking member of the Terrorism, Nonproliferation
and Trade Subcommittee.
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United Nations Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)

UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
31 March 2008

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary
Foya Residents go Amok over Citizen’s Death
(The Monitor, The Inquirer, National Chronicle)

Reports from Foya, Lofa County say an angry mob yesterday took over the city to protest the
killing of a businessman allegedly by the police. The Inquirer reports that an investigation
conducted by its correspondent in the area revealed that the deceased, Prince Luseni, met his
death as a result of being manhandled by a police officer who had gone to effect the
deceased arrest. The report said Luseni’s death angered some local residents who blamed the
police for over reacting, thus prompting them to stage a protest action over the reported act
of the police officer. The Monitor reports that as a result of the incident the local police station
was vandalized and a market in the town centre was looted.

SRSG Says UNMIL Chinese Peacekeeping Role Crucial in Liberia’s Recovery
(Heritage, The Inquirer, The News, Public Agenda)

The media reports that the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen
Margrethe Lgj has commended the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Chinese Contingent for their
contribution to the maintenance of peace and security in Liberia. Ms. Lgj spoke when she
awarded UN peacekeeping medals to 137 UNMIL Chinese soldiers.

The UN Envoy recounted the valuable work of the Chinese contingent, comprising the
Transport and Engineering Companies, and the Medical Unit. She highlighted the Contingent’s
recent logistical support to the 2008 National Population and Housing Census, rehabilitation of
a major road linking the southeastern region to the rest of the country, and provision of
health services to vulnerable Liberians.

In the current drawdown phase of UNMIL, Ms. L@gj reminded the Chinese peacekeepers that
the work of the Mission in Liberia is not finished. “"We still have very important work to do;
there is a lot of peace building work to be done to ensure that Liberia does not slide back into
conflict and chaos. Currently, the 558-member Chinese peacekeeping contingent in UNMIL is
the largest in all UN peacekeeping operations worldwide.

USAID Announces US$1.4M Technical Assistance to MOA
(The News)

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has announced a US$1.4
million technical package for the Ministry of Agriculture. The focus of the project is to
strengthen and develop Liberia’s expertise and capacity toward reforming the country’s
agricultural sector. The Acting Director of USAID, Lucretia Taylor said consultants would
shortly be brought in to help determine the specific interventions to be delivered to the rural
communities. Agriculture Minister, Dr. Chris Toe commended the initiative and recounted
USAID’s long-term assistance to the manpower development of post-conflict Liberia.

World Bank Gives US$35M for Farmer Groups Development
(Daily Observer)
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The World Bank has allocated to the Liberian Government US$35 million for the development
of organizations uniting farmers. The Italian government has also given US$1.4 million for the
development of farmer cooperatives around the country. Disclosing this at the weekend,
Agriculture Minister, Chris Toe emphasized that cooperatives are a key to Liberia’s drive to
self sufficiency and other agricultural developments.

He expressed gratitude to the World Bank and the Italian government for their willingness to
help develop the farmers’ organization which he said will definitely help to empower farmers
individually and collectively.

At the same time, Minister Toe said the Ministry has begun negotiations with three major
companies, including some from the People's Republic of China, toward the large-scale
commercial production of rice. The plan is for these companies to work closely with Liberian
small farmers, to ensure success of the Government's objective to make Liberia self-sufficient
in its staple food.

Radio Summary

Local Media - Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Press Union Calls Off Forum to Discuss Refugee Crisis in Ghana

The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) has called off a forum intended to discuss the Liberian
refugee crisis in Ghana. The Union said a government delegation sent to Ghana to negotiate
had just returned home and needed to brief the President about their findings.

The PUL over the weekend issued a release stating that officials of the Liberia Refugee Agency
(LRRRC), the Foreign Ministry, the Ghanaian Embassy and the U.N. Refugee Agency were to
address the union’s monthly lecture series, the Edward Wilmot Blyden forum today which was
intended to provide additional details to the public about the refugee situation and mitigate
the seemingly growing sour relations between Liberia and Ghana.

(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth FM)

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)
USAID Announces US$1.4M Technical Assistance to MOA

Foya Residents Protest over death of businessman

President Sirleaf, CARE to Discuss Poverty Issue Today

Officials of an international anti poverty NGO, CARE, are expected to discuss global poverty
issue with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf today.

According to a release issued in Monrovia, CARE’s Nederland Director, Guus Eskens and USA
CEO Dr. Helene Gayle will also explain the organization’s purpose in Africa, and its
commitment to ending global poverty.

The group undertook projects in Liberia from 1961 to 1983, in the areas of health, education,

and sanitation.
Xk %k Xk



