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Awareness Times 
Wednesday, 1 August 2007 
 
Hinga Norman Spokesman Rejects Special Court Report 
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The New Citizen 
Wednesday, 1 August 2007 
 
First Khmer Rouge Leader Charged 
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Cocorioko Website 
Tuesday, 31 July 2007 
 
CDF Verdict Due  on Thursday  
 
Comments by 
Alfred M. SamForay, CDF Defence Fund. 
  
The verdict in the matter of Prosecutor versus the two remaining CDF Accused, former Director of War, 
Moinina Fofana, and former Chief Initiator, Dr. Alieu Kondewa, is due on Thursday 2 August 2007.  By 
the time the verdict is given, it would have taken the three judge Chamber over eight months to ascertain 
the guilt or innocence of the CDF accused.  No verdict is expected in the case of First Accused, Chief Sam 
Hinga Norman, who died in a prison cell in Dakar, Senegal on 22 February 2007 following hip 
replacement surgery.  The case against Chief Norman was closed following his death.  Efforts by members 
of his family to obtain a verdict post-mortem was unsuccessful, the court arguing that a verdict will not 
serve the interest of justice. 
  
It also would have been four long years since these men were arrested and detained, and the toll on them 
and members of their families who are sustained only by the goodwill of friends and supporters has been 
devastating, to say the least.  SO WE ASK WHAT HAS TAKEN THE CHAMBER THIS LONG TO 
DECIDE ON THE CASE OF THE CDF ACCUSED?   We are, of course, not unaware of the fact that the 
court has allowed four of its leading defendants, Foday Sankoh, Sam Bockarie, Chief Hinga Norman and 
possibly Johnny Paul Koroma, to die in custody without determining their guilt or innocence.  
  
In the case of Chief Norman, not just that we will never be able to know the outcome of the charges 
leveled against him, we may also never know the true cause of his death.  The court in a cover your behind 
internal investigation recently concluded that Chief Norman died of what it called â€œnatural causesâ€�. 
This despite the fact that overwhelming evidence was submitted to the court stating unequivocally that Mr. 
Norman died as a result of medical negligence in a prison cell at a significantly sub-standard medical 
facility in Dakar. 
  
For the remaining two accused leaders of the CDF, we can only hope that sense and sensibility will prevail 
and these men will be freed to proceed with the remainder of their lives so unfairly interrupted by these 
bogus charges brought against them.  It will then be left to the people of Sierra Leone when they go to the 
polls on August 11 whether they will re-elect and reward the useless government that allowed this tragedy 
to visit our people in the form of an avoidable coup followed by an exercise in judicial duplicity by 
indicting Chief Norman, Mr. Fofanah and Dr. Kondewa without indicting the political leaders who 
actually directed the war â€“ President Kabbah inclusive. 
  
Both Mr. Fofana and Dr. Kondewa are charged with eight counts each of Crimes against Humanity, 
violations of Article III Common to the Geneva Conventions (War Crimes) as well as other serious 
violations of international humanitarian laws.  Each man can be found separately guilty or not guilty on all 
or any of the eight charges without prejudice to the other.  We look forward to the release from custody of 
these men on Thursday so that the healing process begun following the eleven-year civil war will resume 
in earnest.  Any thing other than total vindication for these men will be unacceptable in the interest of 
justice and national unity.  Simply stated, Mr. Fofana and Dr. Kondewa are not the men who bear the 
greatest responsibility for the alleged violations of the protocols of war as defined by the court. The people 
of Sierra Leone and the international community which has wasted over $200 million on this court is no 
doubt watching very carefully the outcome of the CDF trial.   
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 31 July 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 
 
International Clips on West Africa 
BBC Last Updated: Monday, 30 July 2007, 17:51 GMT 18:51 UK  

Ivory Coast leaders burn weapons  
 

Ivory Coast's president and prime minister have set fire to stockpiled weapons to symbolize 
the end of the country's five-year conflict. It was the first time that President Laurent 
Gbagbo had gone to the former rebel-held north since 2002, when an uprising against him 
split the country.  
"People of Ivory Coast, the war is over," he said in Bouake.  
 
Sierra Leone polling body vows to make sure vote is free, fair  

FREETOWN, July 30, 2007 (AFP) - Sierra Leone's national elections commission on Monday vowed to do all in its 
powers to ensure that upcoming general elections are free and fair. The commission has put in place "contingency 
plans to ensure fair and transparent general elections on August 11," commission spokeswoman Miatta French said.  

Overcrowding blamed for deaths in Sierra Leone jail  

FREETOWN, July 30, 2007 (AFP) - Sierra Leone's prisons chief on Monday acknowledged that overcrowding has 
led to an upsurge in the deaths of inmates at the country's top jail in Freetown in recent months. Prisons director 
Francis Conteh confirmed recent media reports that 16 prisoners have died since May at Pademba Road maximum 
security prison in the capital, mainly from pneumonia.  

Local Media – Newspaper 

China Not Deterred by Killing of its Citizen 
 (The Analyst, National Chronicle, The Informer, Inquirer, Daily Observer and The News) 

• The Chinese Government has renewed its commitment to the bi-lateral relations with 
Liberia and said the murder of one of its citizen, Mrs. Jiang Chongyu will not 
discourage them from contributing positively to the development initiatives of 
government. Speaking yesterday in Monrovia, Out-going Chinese Ambassador, Lin 
Songtian condemned the killing and called on government to bring the perpetrators to 
justice. President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has assured that government will speedily 
prosecute the culprit. 

 
 Treason Trial Rescheduled Following State Prosecutors Request 
 (The Analyst, New Democrat, Inquirer, Daily Observer and The News) 

• State lawyers in the treason trial of former Presidential Guard Commander, Charles 
Julu and the Former Speaker of the National Transitional Legislative Assembly, 
George Koukou asked for the postponement of the case to. The case was scheduled 
to have resumed today, after both men were charged with treason on Friday July 20th. 
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President Sirleaf Signs 2007/2008 Budget into Law 
(The Analyst, Heritage and The Informer) 

• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf yesterday signed into law the National Budget for the 
fiscal year of 2007/2008 amounting to L$11.6 billion (US$199.8 million). Making 
remarks during the signing ceremony, President Sirleaf praised the members of the 
National Legislature for their cooperation with the Legislative and Executive Branches 
of Government, during the budget review process.  

 
Truth Commission Urged to Tackle Root Causes of Conflict 
(The Informer, New Democrat and Daily Observer) 

• Speaking during a visit to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) yesterday, 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf urged the Commission to tackle the root causes of the 
conflict to arrive at a formula for national identity and reconciliation. President Sirleaf 
said the inquiry by the TRC should not only address the recent dislocation but should 
go back to the founding of the State. 

 
Local Media – Star Radio (News culled from website today at 9:00 am) 

President Signs Fiscal Budget into Law 
     (Also reported on Radio Veritas and ELBS) 
Chinese Suspend Weaving Project at Vocational Training Institute 
 (Also reported on Radio Veritas and ELBS) 
 
Telecom Regulators Halt Activities of new Telecom Company 

• A statement issued yesterday said that the Liberia Telecommunications Authority 
(LTA) directed the newly established West Africa Telecommunications (WAT) to 
suspend all its activities, pending the standardization of licenses and radio-frequency 
authorizations. The Authority said that the action is line with the new 
Telecommunication Law just passed by the National Legislature.  

    (Also reported on Radio Veritas and ELBS) 
 
Human Rights Lawyer to Defend Alleged Coup Plotter 

• According to Correspondents, Human Rights Lawyer Dempster Brown said that he would defend suspected 
coup plotter, General Charles Julu on grounds that Julu’s family told him that the suspect had no lawyer and 
money and therefore requested him to do so. General Julu and the former Speaker of the National 
Transitional Legislative Assembly, George Koukou are charged with treason for their role in plot to topple 
the Government of Liberia. 

     (Also reported on Radio Veritas and ELBS) 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian 
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL 
Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at 
karpeh@un.org. 
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Liberia Government (Monrovia 
Tuesday, 31 July 2007 
 
President Sirleaf Urges TRC to Identify Structural Flaws That Have Impeded Progress   

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf says there is a need to identify those structural flaws that have 
impeded Liberia's progress over the years. Such an exercise the President said, would help 
government in shaping its policies that would put the country on an irreversible course. The 
President said Liberia has an opportunity to get the country on the right path that will 
fundamentally alter the course successive government would follow.  

According to an Executive Mansion release, the President was speaking on Tuesday during a visit 
to the offices of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

During a meeting with the Chairman and members of the Commission, the President said it was 
important for the TRC to go beyond recent events in the country's history and address the root 
causes of events dating back to the founding years. President Johnson Sirleaf attributed some of 
the problems which have affected the country to 'social cleavages' that resulted in crisis of 
identify and participation. The President said unless such issues are addressed, the country would 
have missed an opportunity to address the serious structural flaws that could lead the country to 
conflict.  

The Liberian leader said, government remains supportive of the decision which set up the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission during the 2003 Accra Peace Conference and would continue to 
provide budgetary support to enhance the work of the Commission. The President, however, 
added that "those who want to pursue justice beyond the process of contrition and forgiveness, 
our government should support the process through the guidance of the Commission."  

TRC Chairman, Cllr Jerome Verdier thanked the President for the visit, noting that the success of 
the Commission is crucial to the attainment of the total restoration of peace in the country. Cllr. 
Verdier observed that the divisions among Liberians run very deep, and pointed out that it was 
only through the TRC process that the divisions could be bridged.  

Monday's visit to the TRC Sinkor offices by the President was the first since the Commission 
opened its offices last year.  
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Chicagotribune.com 
Tuesday, 31 July 2007 
 
WAR'S CHILDREN 
 
A generation is left wanting years after battles have ended 

Stories by Christine Spolar, Tribune foreign correspondent. Photos by Kuni Takahashi, Tribune 
staff photographer 

Faraway wars are easy to forget. Liberia's 14-year plunge into bloodlust lingers, in images and 
memory, for its stain on a generation in West Africa. Among its 3.5 million people, thousands 
were particularly vulnerable. They were children. 
 
It is difficult to know how many youths could have resisted joining some side at some time in the 
on-and-off-again civil war that began in 1989, ended in 2003 and left at least 150,000 people 
dead. Thousands of boys were kidnapped by gangs from three warring factions; others, infected 
by feverish times, chose to fight. Girls were grabbed, forced into the ranks and repeatedly raped. 
 
Photographer Kuni Takahashi recorded the chaos that swept the country before international 
intervention stopped the slaughter in August 2003. Takahashi then stayed on to follow dozens of 
children--victims and survivors as well as former soldiers--as they sought some kind of peace in a 
devastated world. 
 
Three of those children, first seen in 2003 and found by Takahashi again in 2004 and 2005, are 
profiled in the Tribune today and Tuesday as reminders of what happens after war. Their names 
are simple: Momo, Gift and Musu. Momo was a soldier, one of thousands of boys turned into 
killers. Gift and Musu are girls who were caught in the war's crossfire. 
 
Momo put down his guns and for months found little else to fill his days but memories of battle. 
He still struggles to find work. Illiterate, Momo has scant opportunity for school or training even 
in peace. Musu and Gift cope with scars from combat. Musu lost her hand to a rocket attack. Gift 
saw her family wiped out in a mortar blast. She exists as a living casualty, a teenage girl left on 
her own. 
 
Conventional wisdom held that Liberia could be revived by massive amounts of money and 
goodwill. Within months of the cease-fire, that hope dimmed. Warlords still wield power. Exiled 
President Charles Taylor, accused of war crimes, remains unencumbered by justice in nearby 
Nigeria. Amid the disorientation, there is a worry that terrorist groups can hide or operate and that 
former young soldiers, without work or school, can be drawn into other conflicts in the region. 
 
This month, Liberia elected its first president since the war, and the exercise boosted hopes. The 
vote was deemed fair and proved historic. The winner appears to be Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a 
Harvard-educated economist who would be Liberia's first woman president. Still, there are no 
quick fixes. Corruption and carelessness--from within Liberia and even from those who came to 
help--continue to sap the country's prospects. 
 
The United Nations devised a guns-for-money program, just after the war, aimed at keeping the 
peace. It promised that every soldier who gave up a gun would be rewarded with cash and a free 
education. Those plans were upended when three times as many people as expected showed up 
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with arms. Money earmarked for education was exhausted to pay for the guns. At one point, for 
as long as a year, 43,000 ex-soldiers drifted without school or training. 
 
Frustrations grew for thousands of Liberians in the first year of peace. Their prospects paled next 
to what their parents and grandparents once dreamed. The UN came up with more money for 
schooling, but the delay deeply damaged the recovery. 
 
Liberia faded from public consciousness when the worst of the fighting stopped. The truth is, 
after two years of what passes for peace, the perimeters of pain have only shifted. Liberia can 
offer its next generation only the barest of necessities. 
 
Liberia's children must be strong enough or callous enough to get by on their own. 



 13

Child soldiers 'need mental help'  
 
More must be done to help child soldiers deal with mental problems 
in order to break the cycle of violence in war-torn regions, a report 
has said.  

The study by German researchers found that post-traumatic stress 
made former child soldiers less willing to reject revenge and consider 
reconciliation.  

Their mental distress could "impose barriers to sustainable and long-
term peace building", the study said.  

An estimated 250,000 child soldiers are fighting in wars around the world.  

For the study, published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, researchers interviewed 
169 children aged between 11 and 18 who had been forced to fight in Uganda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  

They live in two rehabilitation centres which have been home to some 20,000 former child soldiers 
over the past 10 years.  

Important factor  

Most of the child soldiers were subjected to violence to make them fight - they had seen beatings, 
shooting and rape, and more than half said they had killed.  

The researchers found that about a third of the children were suffering from post-traumatic stress.  

They were asked to agree or disagree with statements such as "I am ready to forgive the persons who 
harmed me", and "I am going to pay back the persons who harmed me for what they did".  

Those with more severe symptoms of post-traumatic stress were significantly less willing to consider 
reconciliation and regarded acts of retaliation as a way to overcome their experiences, the study 
found.  

The researchers said their findings underlined the urgency of dealing with the psychological effects of 
war on child soldiers.  

"Post-traumatic stress might be an important factor influencing post-conflict situations and may 
contribute to cycles of violence found in war-torn regions," they said.  

The study said mental health issues 
needed urgent attention 

BBC Online 
Wednesday, 1 August 2007 
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Afghan judges' bodies discovered  
 
The bodies of four Afghan judges who were kidnapped nearly a 
fortnight ago, have been found in Ghazni province, officials have 
said.  

The bodies were discovered on Tuesday night in Dehyak district, 
one of the officials told the BBC.  

The Taleban have claimed responsibility for the killings.  

The judges were from the neighbouring province of Paktita. They were abducted a day after 23 
South Koreans were taken hostage.  

Two of the Koreans, who are also being held in Ghazni, have been since killed.  

'Bodies seen'  

A man, who identified himself as Qari Yousaf and claimed to speak for the Taleban, told the BBC, 
"Our Mujahideens (fighters) killed the four judges last night around 8pm.  

"They were killed because they were working for the Afghan government."  

News agency AFP said its photographer had seen the bodies of the four men. One of the men had 
been shot in the head and others in the body.  

Last month, suspected Taleban gunmen killed a judge in southern Afghanistan.  

Judge Qazi Namatullah was killed by two men on a motorbike in Panjwayi district in Kandahar 
Province.  

A man claiming to speak for the Taleban said the group had killed the judge because he worked for 
the government.  

 

BBC Online 
Wednesday, 1 August 2007 
 

 


