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The New Dawn 
Friday, 1 June 2012 
 

We Were Hired To Remove Taylor – Conneh  

 

One of the erstwhile Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) most 
notorious perpetrators, Sekou Damatee 
Conneh has confessed being supported 
by the international community to 
waged war. 

The 52-year-old leader of the defunct 
Liberians United for Reconciliation and 
Democracy (LURD) admitted for the first 
time, but denied killing of innocent 
people here. 

Former Rebel Leader Conneh made the disclosure Wednesday when he spoke to a 
local radio station (Love FM) in Monrovia less than 24 hours after the UN-backed 
Special Court for Sierra Leone sentenced former Liberian President Charles Taylor to 
50 years imprisonment. 
 
He did not only deny  the  massacres committed by his rebel LURD forces from 
1999 to 2003, but failed to name those countries which, he said, supported LURD 
either with materials (weapons) and finances. 

Neighboring Guinea was used as the launching ground on 20 April 1999 by the 
insurgents against the regime of former President Taylor elected in 1007. 
 
“We were hired by the international community who wanted Taylor out and it was 
the mission we carried out for that matter,” revealed Conneh.  He has, at the same 
time, rejected any future international tribunal here on ground that he and his 
forces did not commit atrocities during their rebellion. 
 
“War is war; everybody here participated-whether you buy bullet or not. 
Furthermore, LURD fighters were all Liberians and not mercenaries who did not kill 
anybody,” He claimed. 
 
LURD was essentially the reorganized group of the United Liberation Movement of 
Liberia for Democracy (ULIMO) of Alhaji Kromah faction (ULIMO-K). According to 
Kromah, now Ambassador-At-Large in the new Ellen Sirleaf administration, ULIMO’s 
goal was the ‘removal of Taylor’ from power. 
 
Conneh may have been appointed Chairman of LURD, mainly because of his high-
level contacts with the Guinean government at the time during the regime of the 
late General Lasanah Conte. 
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The Citizen 
Thursday, 31 May 2012 
 
 
Analysts: Taylor’s fate a lesson for our leaders    
 
 
By Bernard Lugongo and agencies 

Dar es Salaam. Local experts in politics have alerted the country’s leaders of the need to respect human 
rights lest they suffer the fate that befell former Liberia president Charles Taylor on Wednesday. 

Judges at the International Criminal Court (ICC) sentenced the former Liberian leader to 50 years in 
prison, saying he was responsible for "some of the most heinous and brutal crimes recorded in human 
history." 

The 64-year-old warlord-turned-president is the first former head of state to be convicted by an 
international war crimes court since World War II, and judges said they had no precedent when deciding 
his sentence. 

Speaking to The Citizen yesterday, the University of Dar es Salaam’s political expert Richard Mbunda 
said the verdict should serve as a warning to African leaders who still embrace dictatorship. 

“Government leaders should bear in mind that acts of violation of human rights that they engage in are 
documented. They should know that one day they will face international laws,” he said.On how the case 
was handled, Mr Mbunda said he thought justice has been served on behalf of victims. 

The Open University of Tanzania (OUT) political lecturer, Mr Hamad Salim, also noted that the manner 
in which the case’s proceedings were conducted ensured that Taylor did not escape liability.He said 
African leaders ought to remember that they can’t stay in power forever, and they could still be prosecuted 
even after finishing their term in office. 

He called on leaders to respect human rights and refrain from being used by Western countries to further 
their personal interests.The executive director of the Legal and Human Rights Centre, Dr Hellen Kijo-
Bisimba, said leaders needed to respect the country’s laws. 
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Voice of America 
Thursday, 31 May 2012 

Taylor Sentence Sparks Justice Debate in Liberia  

Kate Thomas 
 
DAKAR - The sentencing of former Liberian president Charles Taylor on Wednesday was heralded as an 
historic moment for Sierra Leone. But in neighboring Liberia, many say the justice and reconciliation 
process is only just beginning.  As Taylor was handed a 50-year jail term, Liberian rights groups and 
activists were debating whether Taylor's allies and rivals should also be subject to international justice.  
 
The sentencing of Charles Taylor for war crimes committed during Sierra Leone's conflict has sparked 
debate in the former leader's native Liberia. 
 
Many Liberians did not follow the trial proceedings, believing that it was more relevant for Sierra 
Leoneans. 
 
But others gathered around radios Wednesday as news of Taylor's 50-year jail term was read out. 
 
The matter has sparked calls for other Liberians suspected of war crimes to be handed over to 
international courts.  Liberia's media have run editorials and held radio debates on the advantages and 
disadvantages of the idea. 
 
Larry Tengbeh, who lives in Monrovia, is among those who think Taylor should not be the only one held 
responsible for war crimes. "There are a number of them roaming around in Liberia.  They need to face 
justice," he said. 
 
He's talking about former rivals, and in some cases, allies of Taylor during Liberia's civil conflict, which 
ended in 2003, a year after Sierra Leone's. 
 
At least five members of Taylor's wartime inner circle are still under U.N.-imposed travel bans and 
subject to economic sanctions. 
 
Others had recommendations made against them by Liberia's Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
 
But those recommendations, including one that President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf should be barred from 
public office for funding Taylor's pre-war rebellion in Liberia, have never been implemented. 
 
There have been calls for Prince Johnson, Taylor's former rival who came in third in last year's 
presidential race, to be pursued for crimes against humanity. 
 
In 1990, Johnson was videotaped drinking from a bottle of beer while soldiers loyal to him tortured the 
late President Samuel Doe. 
 
"Other warlords like Prince Johnson who led another rebel group in Liberia, face the full weight of justice 
too.  He must have his day in court for the killing of former President Samuel Kanyon Doe," said 
Tengbeh. 
 
But Marpue Tarnue, a 35-year-old housewife, said the issue of pursuing justice should be put to rest. 
 
"I think the people of Sierra Leone got the justice they had been looking for.  The trial is over and it is 
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time for the two countries to put the past behind them and move forward," she said. 
 
Some feel that during Liberia's conflict, which left 300,000 people dead, many people came away with 
dirty hands. 
 
They say that everyone became a part of the system of war, and that holding individuals responsible will 
prevent Liberia as a whole from moving beyond the conflict. 
 
Nobel laureate Leymah Gbowee is currently leading a reconciliation initiative in Liberia, backed by 
President Johnson-Sirleaf. But Liberians say the process, which focuses mostly on discussion, has been 
slow to get off the ground. 
 
Teddey Morris, who has been following the trial, asks how Liberian reconciliation should be defined. 
 
"Reconciliation is about forgiving and forgetting the past.  A sentence of 50 years is not what you call 
reconciliation," he said. 
 
In 2008, Liberian novelist Elma Shaw published a book called "Redemption Road." 
 
It told the story of a Liberian girl, Bendu, who was abducted during the war and forced to marry a rebel 
fighter at a camp in the forest.  It is a story that speaks to thousands of Liberian women who had similar 
experiences. 
 
After the war, Bendu reflects on her time in the forest. 
 
"For Bendu, forgetting was out of the question," Shaw writes, "but remembering and doing nothing about 
it was even worse." 
 
The question, for Liberians, is just what should be done.  
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Capital FM (Nairobi) 
Thursday, 31 May 2012 

Kenya: Taylor Verdict a Lesson for Kenya 
 

By Judie Kaberia 

Nairobi — Kenyans have welcomed the sentencing of former Liberian President Charles Taylor and urged 
the country to learn a lesson that no one is above the law. 

Central Imenti MP Gitobu Imanyara said Taylor's sentencing should be a lesson as Kenya prepares for the 
next general election to be mindful that people will be held accountable for their actions. 

"Let those abusing their offices know that they will not escape accountability. It is a message particularly 
pertinent for us in Kenya as we enter the final electioneering phase before casting our votes on 3rd March 
next year. I applaud this decision," he asserted. 

Kenya Human Rights Commission Programme Officer, Legal Affairs Esther Waweru told Capital FM 
News that it should also send a message to powerful leaders that killing people and destruction of 
countries has consequences. 

She said his sentencing was of great hope especially to victims who have been waiting for justice. 

She said it was also an important step towards building the jurisprudence of international criminal law. 

"Finally a message is being sent that no one is above the law. The long arm of the law will catch up. In 
Taylor's case, there is one conviction that people can actually see and relate to," she said. 

International Center for Policy and Conflict Executive Director Ndung'u Wainaina described the 
sentencing as a 'landmark triumph of justice and accountability over impunity'. 

Wainaina further said the international community was concerned about the plight of the victims and the 
sentencing of Taylor demonstrated victims deserve justice. 

"It sends a deterrence message to leaders considering committing serious crimes in violation of 
international law even those at the highest level, that they will be held accountable for their actions. 
Justice cannot be carried out in isolation of the victims of the crimes," he said. 

Meanwhile, Kenyans penned their reactions on social media as most of them related the Taylor case to the 
Kenyan cases against Uhuru Kenyatta, Francis Muthaura, William Ruto and Joshua arap Sang. 

Some were of the view that the four will face similar fate while others said it is a good lesson to end 
impunity in Kenya. 

Tagged: East Africa, External Relations, Human Rights, International Organisations, Kenya, Legal 
Affairs, Liberia, Sierra Leone, West Africa 
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The Associated Press 
Friday, 1 June 2012 

Former Liberian President Charles Taylor Sentenced to 50 Years 
 

By Mike Corder  

Former Liberian President Charles Taylor was sentenced to 50 years imprisonment Wednesday for arming and 
supporting murderous rebels in Sierra Leone in return for "blood diamonds," a landmark sentence activists hope 
will send a clear message to despots around the world that they will be held to account for sponsoring atrocities. 

Taylor, wearing a blue suit and gold tie, stood grim-faced and silent as Presiding Judge Richard Lussick of Samoa 
imposed what will likely amount to a life sentence for the 64-year-old. 

Lussick said Taylor's position as head of state at the time of his crimes put him in a "class of his own" when judges 
came to setting the sentence -- one of the longest ever handed down by the Special Court for Sierra Leone or any 
other international tribunal. 

Taylor shipped arms, ammunition and other supplies to rebels in Sierra Leone in return for personal wealth in the 
form of diamonds mined by slave labor and to gain increasing political clout in the volatile West Africa region. 

Taylor's reaction in court Wednesday was in stark contrast to the delight of survivors who gathered in the Sierra 
Leone capital, Freetown, to watch a live feed of the sentencing. 

"That makes me the happiest person on earth," said Alimami Kanu, who was 11 when rebels backed by Taylor 
hacked off his right hand. He was one of thousands of civilians mutilated during Sierra Leone's decade-long civil 
war that ended in 2002 with some 50,000 dead. 

Human rights activists and international law experts also hailed the tough sentence as a warning shot for war 
criminals. 

"Today's sentence not only reflects the severity of Taylor's crimes but sends a clear message that individuals who 
aid and abet war crimes can no longer act with impunity," said Patrick Alley, director of Global Witness, a non-
government group that campaigns to prevent conflicts erupting around exploitation of natural resources such as 
diamonds and timber. 

The sentence came a month after Taylor became the first former head of state since World War II to be convicted 
by an international court. Judges found him guilty of 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
including murder, rape, torture and the use of child soldiers. 

"The lives of many more innocent civilians in Sierra Leone were lost or destroyed as a direct result of his actions," 
Lussick said. 

Prosecutors had sought an 80-year sentence and said they are considering appealing. 

"It is important in our view that those responsible for criminal misconduct on a massive scale are not given a 
volume discount," said the U.N.-backed court's chief prosecutor, Brenda Hollis. 

Hollis said Taylor's prison term would only provide a measure of closure for victims of one of Africa's most savage 
conflicts. 

"The sentence that was imposed today does not replace amputated limbs. It does not bring back those who were 
murdered," she said. "It does not heal the wounds of those who were victims of sexual violence and does not 
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remove the permanent emotional and psychological and physical scars of those enslaved or recruited as child 
soldiers." 

Taylor will serve his sentence in a British jail. His lawyers, however, said they will appeal his convictions and that 
will likely keep him in a jail in The Hague, Netherlands, for months. 

Taylor's lead attorney, Courtenay Griffiths, criticized the court for refusing while setting Taylor's sentence to take 
into account his decision to step down from power following his indictment in 2003. Griffiths said that sends a 
worrying message against the backdrop of ongoing atrocities allegedly being committed by Syrian President Bashar 
Assad's forces. 

"What lesson does that send to President Assad?" Griffiths said. "Maybe the lesson is: If you are a sitting leader and 
the international community wants to get rid of you, either you get murdered like Col. Gadhafi, or you hang on until 
the bitter end. I'm not so sure that's the signal this court ought to be transmitting at this particular historical 
juncture." 

Griffiths said Africans should use Taylor's conviction as a starting point to campaign for justice for themselves. 

"Justice isn't something which Africans should obtain, exported to them from abroad by the white man, the 
civilizing force," he said. 

His comments appeared to be aimed not only at Taylor's trial, but also at the world's first permanent war crimes 
tribunal, the International Criminal Court, which has been in operation for 10 years and has so far launched 
prosecutions only in Africa, including in Sudan, Congo, Libya and Ivory Coast. 

At a sentencing hearing last month, Taylor expressed "deepest sympathy" for the suffering of victims of atrocities in 
Sierra Leone, but insisted he had acted to help stabilize the West Africa region and claimed he never knowingly 
assisted in the commission of crimes. 

Judges rejected that argument, saying that while he posed as a peacemaker he was covertly fanning the flames of 
conflict by arming rebels. 

Taylor stepped down and fled into exile in Nigeria after being indicted by the court in 2003. He was finally arrested 
and sent to the Netherlands in 2006. 

While the Sierra Leone court is based in that country's capital, Freetown, Taylor's trial is being staged in 
Leidschendam, a suburb of The Hague, for fear holding it in West Africa could destabilize the region. 

Mark Ellis, the executive director of legal group The International Bar Association, said the verdict and sentence 
should act as a deterrent -- in time. 

"So far in the recent history of these courts doesn't suggest that these courts are a deterrent yet. But that is the hope 
that eventually they will be," he said. 

Andrew Drake and Clarence Roy-Macaulay in Freetown, Sierra Leone, contributed. 

Copyright 2012 Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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BBC Online 
Thursday, 31 May 2012 
 

Rwanda's Calllixte Nzabonimana gets life for genocide 

 
 
 
Up to 800,000 people were killed 
in just 100 days  

 

 

 

A former Rwandan youth minister 
has been given a life sentence after 
being found guilty of playing a 
key role in the 1994 genocide. 

Callixte Nzabonimana was found guilty of genocide, conspiracy, incitement and extermination by the UN tribunal 
based in Arusha, Tanzania. 

His lawyer told AFP he will appeal. 

Ethnic Hutu militia and soldiers killed some 800,000 minority Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus in 100 days 
between April and June 1994. 

Public incitement  

""The trial chamber found that... Nzabonimana instigated the killing of Tutsis. It also found Nzabonimana guilty of 
entering into two separate agreements to kill Tutsis," the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) said in 
a statement. 

The conviction of the former youth minister hinged on his participation, alongside other members of the 
government, in a meeting held on 18 April, 1994 in the town of Murambi, in the central Gitarama province. 

This meeting led to "an agreement" between Nzabonimana and other ministers "to encourage the killing of Tutsis... 
with the specific intent to destroy, in whole or in part, the Tutsi population as such in Gitarama prefecture," the AFP 
news agency reports the court's verdict as finding. 

The three ICTR judges ruled that Nzabonimana used public appearances in different parts of Gitarama to incite 
people to kill Tutsis.  

"We will definitely appeal. The appeal hearing starts now," lead defence counsel, Vincent Courcelle-Labrousse, 
said. 

Nzabonimana, 59, was arrested in Tanzania in February 2008. 

The ICTR - set up in Arusha shortly after the 1994 genocide - is due to wind up its work by the end of 2014. 
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