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After a voyage of 14 months, and representing two centuries of history, the replica of the slave ship “La 

Amistad” was welcomed at the Government Wharf in Freetown on Sunday.  
See more pictures in today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’. 
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Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and 
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office 
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Press clips are produced Monday through Friday. 
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact 

Martin Royston-Wright 
Ext 7217
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Local News 
 
Serbian Officials to Visit Special Court / PAO 
 
Domestic Violence: When Will Government Start Prosecuting? / The Exclusive 
 
Abuses to the Rights of the Child / The Exclusive 
 
What to Be Done With the Corrupt Judiciary? / PEEP! 
 
Special Court Dismisses Motion / Cotton Tree News 
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International News 
 
New Report Examines First Public Hearing at Khmer Rouge Tribunal / Justice Initiative 
 
International Criminal Court Needs Backing / Business Daily   
 
Life for Rwanda Church Killings / BBC Online 
 
Sierra Leone: UN Presence to Be Scaled Down / The Patriotic Vanguard 
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The Arrival of La Amistad in Freetown in Pictures / PAO 
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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Press and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 7 December 2007 
 
Serbian Officials to Visit Special Court 
 
Senior members of the Republic of Serbia judiciary will visit Freetown next week to meet their 
counterparts at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. During their week-long stay, they will share 
experiences with their counterparts in Freetown in dealing with the serious crimes which have followed 
years of conflict in both countries. 
 
The nine-member Serbian delegation will include Mr. Sinisa Vazic, President of the War Crimes Chamber 
and President of the Belgrade District Court; Mr. Bogdan Stankovic, the Deputy Chief War Crimes 
Prosecutor of the Republic of Serbia; Ms. Slavica Pekovic, the Co-ordinator of the War Crimes 
Chamber’s Witness and Victim Support Service, and Ms. Jasna Sarcevic-Jankovic, the Outreach Co-
ordinator of the War Crimes Prosecutor’s office. 
 
Three journalists will accompany the delegation. 
 
During the week, the delegation will meet with Judges, and with Special Court principals from the 
Registry, the Office of the Prosecutor and the Defence Office. They will also be briefed by senior staff 
members on the work of the various sections of the Special Court. 
 
They will also meet with senior Sierra Leone Government officials. 
 
The visiting officials will have the opportunity to take part in an Outreach in Waterloo, on the outskirts of 
the capital, to observe officials of the Special Court interacting with members of the local community. 
There will also be an Outreach held at a secondary school in Freetown. 
 
#END 
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The Exclusive 
Monday, 10 December 2007 
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The Exclusive 
Monday, 10 December 2007 
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PEEP! 
Monday, 10 December 2007 
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Cotton Tree News 
Friday, 7 December 2007   
 
Special Court Dismisses Motion 
    
Written by Ndeamoh Mansaray      
 
The Special Court’s Trial Chamber One dismissed the motion for withdrawal of Justice Bankole 
Thompson from the Revolutionary United Front case. The RUF defense team filed the motion requesting 
the voluntary withdrawal or disqualification of Justice Thompson by the chamber. The Defense said 
Justice Thompson was biased in acquitting the indictees of the Former Civil Defense Forces of all the 
count charges made against them. It added that statements made by Justice Thompson at the trial 
suggested that the indictees of the RUF were already guilty of the accusations made against them. 
 
 But the Prosecution said the defense took the judge’s statements out of context. In his ruling, Presiding 
Judge, Justice Benjamin Itoe said the statute of the court provided that a Judge who had witnessed 
proceedings of other matters before the court should not be disqualified. He said Justice Thompson had 
witnessed two of the cases and was therefore well informed with the evidences of those matters. 
 
Meanwhile, the Trial Chamber has given leave for an application for appeal for both parties. Their 
applications were granted by the chamber. The court will resume on the ninth of January.  
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Justice Initiative 
Friday, 7 December 2007 
 
New Report Examines First Public Hearing at Khmer Rouge Tribunal 
 
New York, December 7, 2007. A 13-page report released today by the Open Society Justice Initiative 
describes and assesses several recent developments at the Extraordinary Chambers in Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC), the court established to try surviving leaders of the Khmer Rouge. The report is available here 
<http://www.justiceinitiative.org/db/resource2?res_id=103986>. 
 
The developments described in the report include several major steps for the fledgling court, including: 
 
The ECCC's first public hearing, on the pretrial detention of Kaing Guek Eav (also known as Duch), who 
commanded the infamous Khmer Rouge torture center, Toul Sleng; 
 

• The arrest of Khieu Samphan, who served as head of state during the Khmer Rouge era, following 
his release from hospital; 

• The arrest, filing of charges against, and detention of Khmer Rouge couple Ieng Sary and Ieng 
Thirith, the first married couple to be charged before a contemporary war crimes court; and 

• The appeal by Nuon Chea, the second most senior Khmer Rouge official after Pol Pot, of his order 
of provisional detention.  

 
Describing the first public hearing of the ECCC, the Justice Initiative reports that "the court handled all 
matters professionally and the historic initial hearing went off with no major hitches. . . .Outside the 
ECCC's courtroom entrance on the first morning of the hearing, people waited in long lines in the hot 
Cambodian sun for a chance to observe the hearing in person." 
 
In addition, the report addresses some of the court's pressing challenges. Regarding the ECCC's 
anticipated 2008 fundraising drive 
 

• which is the subject of a separate Justice Initiative report available here 
<http://www.justiceinitiative.org/db/resource2?res_id=103943>  

• the Justice Initiative renews its recommendation that states condition further funding on the 
ECCC's adoption of effective measures to address concerns that include: 

• Inadequate transparency, particularly regarding hearings on provisional detention and appeals 
hearings, which are presumptively closed to the public; 

• Administrative divisions and corruption allegations, translation backlogs, human resource 
management issues, and failure to begin renovations needed to ready the principal courtroom for 
trial proceedings. 
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Business Daily 
Monday, 10 December 2007 

International criminal court needs backing  
 
Written by Ban Ki-Moon     

 
Ban Ki -Moon 
December 10, 2007: Last July marked the fifth anniversary of the entry into force of the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court. Next July, we celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute.  
 
The origins of the International Criminal Court lie with the 
International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for 
Rwanda. These courts, established by the Security Council, 
pioneered the enforcement of international humanitarian law and 
the development of international criminal justice. 
  
 The Special Court for Sierra Leone and the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia followed the lead of the 
original Tribunals and brought a measure of justice and closure to 
the victims of unspeakable crimes.  
 
At the Dayton peace talks in 1995, Slobodan Milosevic could not have believed that just a few years later 
he would be held accountable before the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.  
 
More recently, Khmer Rouge leaders such as Kaing Guek Eav, known as Duch, Ieng Sary, former Foreign 
Minister, and Khieu Samphan, former Head of State of the Democratic Kampuchea regime, were taken 
into the custody of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia.  
 
And of course Charles Taylor is getting ready to stand trial before the Special Court for Sierra Leone early 
next year. The success of these courts fed a growing sense among the international community that a more 
permanent forum to address the most egregious atrocities was needed.  
 
The International Criminal Court emerged as the answer. Unlike ad hoc tribunals of all kinds, the 
International Criminal Court is a permanent institution.  
 
Already, in the relatively short period of its existence, the Court has established itself as the centrepiece of 
our system of international criminal justice. But the single most important determinant of success for any 
international tribunal is co-operation. Co-operation from States, co-operation from the United Nations and 
other international organisations, co-operation from civil society and the NGO community, and co-
operation from victims, witnesses and other individuals.  
 
Co-operation that results in financial support and political backing, and which flows from expressions of 
support in public, as well as behind closed doors. And it is co-operation that will determine the 
effectiveness of the International Criminal Court, and the success of the Trust Fund for Victims that was 
also established under the Rome Statute.  
 
Ban Ki-Moon Is United Nations Secretary -General. 
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BBC Online 
Monday, 10 December 2007 
 
Life for Rwanda church killings  
 
A Rwandan former regional official has been sentenced to life in 
prison by a UN-backed court over the 1994 killing of hundreds of 
people in a church.  

A UN-backed tribunal found that Francois Karera had encouraged 
soldiers to kill hundreds of ethnic Tutsis as they sought shelter.  

Karera, who was arrested in Kenya in 2001, was convicted on three 
counts over the genocide but acquitted on one.  

Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered in just 100 days.  

"In sentencing Karera... the chamber took into account in particular his position of authority and the 
number of victims who were killed at Ntarama church," said a statement from the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Tanzania.  

The ICTR is supposed to finish its work by the end of 2008.  

It has sentenced 30 genocide ringleaders and cleared five suspects. 
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The Patriotic Vanguard 
Monday, 10 December 2007 

Sierra Leone: UN presence to be scaled down 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon(photo) has proposed replacing the current United 

Nations operation in Sierra Leone, when it completes its mandate next September, 

with a leaner integrated office to assist the West African nation in consolidating 

peace. 

In his latest report on the UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), Mr. 

Ban recommends that the current operation be extended for a final period of nine 

months so that it can continue to assist the Government in supporting the local elections scheduled for 

next year and in strengthening State institutions. “During this period, UNIOSIL would take steps to 

progressively reduce its strength with a view to completing its mandate by September 2008,” Mr. Ban 

writes, adding that he intends to submit proposals concerning the drawdown of the mission, as well as the 

mandate, structure and strength of the successor office, to the Security Council next April. 

He notes UNIOSIL continues to help the Government consolidate peace and address a myriad of 

challenges related to good governance, security, human rights and development. In particular, he recalls 

the significant role the mission played in presidential and parliamentary elections held on 11 August, 

which led to the swearing in of President Ernest Bai Koroma, as well as in strengthening the security 

sector and promoting human rights. But Sierra Leone, working to rebuild after a brutal, 11-year conflict, 

continues to face “daunting challenges,” says Mr. Ban, drawing attention to widespread poverty, 

worsening unemployment and rising food prices. “A viable economy that can generate employment and 

sustainable public revenues has yet to be created.” 

He also notes this summer’s elections highlighted “deep-seated political tensions and cleavages” among 

the population along ethnic and geographical lines, warning that these have the potential to escalate in the 

run-up to next year’s local elections. In addition, the holding of the local elections will require UN 

assistance given that the National Electoral Commission does not have the required capacity to conduct 

them. 

While drawing attention to the progress made in the country’s armed forces and police, the Secretary-General 

states that both institutions are plagued by logistical deficiencies and inadequate funding from the Government. 

“Given the ongoing political tensions and lack of economic progress, there is a risk that the fragile peace could 

unravel if those issues are not addressed on a priority basis,” he stresses. 
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Special Court Supplement 

The Arrival of La Amistad in Freetown 
Sunday, 9 December 2007 
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