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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 09 July 2009  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

07/09/2009 07:46:49  
Liberia welcomes Chinese investors: Vice President  

BEIJING, Jul 09, 2009 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- Liberian Vice President Joseph Nyuma Boakai on 
Friday invited Chinese investors to focus on the West African country's agricultural, mining, forestry 
and other sectors. Boakai, who is here for his first Beijing tour as guest of his Chinese counterpart Xi 
Jinping, hailed the booming bilateral ties since the two states resumed diplomatic ties in 2003. 
Appreciating China's contribution to the war-hit country's reconstruction at a business forum in 
Beijing, Boakai pledged to further economic and trade ties with China so as to stimulate Liberia's 
economic growth and improve the quality of life of local people. Zhang Wei, vice president of the 
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade, said Chinese businessmen were interested in 
investing in Liberia and other West African states. "We are not only interested in the mining sector, 
but also other industries such as agriculture, fishery and tourism, which could provide more jobs to 
the local community," said Yang Yutao, a manager of the private China-Union Investment Co. Ltd 
that has pumped two billion U.S. dollars into the country's mining sector.  

International Clips on West Africa 

Local Media – Newspaper 
Senate Concurs with House on 2009/2010 Budget Passage       
(The Monitor, The Inquirer, The Analyst) 

 
• The Senate has concurred with the House of Representatives in the passage of the 

2009/2010 budget.  
• The Senate took the vote Wednesday in a special session to finalize the approval of the 

budget by the Legislature. 
• The Lower House approved the US$347 million budget Tuesday with a revenue increment of 

over US$24 million. This means the budget is now in the tune of over US$371 million. 
• The concurrence by the Senate means the budget would now be sent to President Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf for approval or rejection.  
 
Government, USAID Sign US$50M Contract for Health sector       
 (The News, Daily Observer) 

 
• Government and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) have 

signed over US$50 million contracts to cater to the country’s healthcare delivery system.  
• The contracts are under USAID’s Rebuilding Basic Health Services programme. 
• USAID Mission Director, Pamela White, who signed for her agency said the contract would 

initially cover a five-year period and would seek to improve operations and ensure delivery of 
the ministry’s basic package for health. 

• It would be implemented in 114 clinics in Bomi, Bong, Grand Cape Mount, Lofa, Montserrado, 
Nimba, and River Gee counties. 

• The USAID Boss said the initiative represents a critical new step in the reconstruction of the 
health system of Liberia that would benefit over one million people. 
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U.S. Government Spends Nearly US$200M on AFL      
 (The Informer, National Chronicle, Heritage, Inquirer) 
 

• The U.S. Government says it has spent close to US$200 million in rebuilding the Armed 
Forces of Liberia.  

• Speaking Wednesday following an inspection of facilities at the Camp Kesselley Military 
barracks in Margibi County, Ambassador Linda Thomas–Greenfield said U.S was quite 
impressed with progress made thus far in building a new Liberian Army. 

• She said the building of the new AFL since 2004 has been a collaborative effort of both the 
U.S and Liberian governments.  

• For his part, Defense Minister Brownie Samukai said Government was satisfied with the U.S. 
Government‘s support to the AFL. 

 
Government Raises Concern over Weapons Import 
(The News) 
 

• [SIC]Reports say Government has registered concern over the importation of weapons into 
the country by a contingent of the United Nations Mission in Liberia(UNMIL) 

• According to the report the contingent imported several rounds of mortar bombs, machine 
guns, automatic rifles and rounds of ammunition. 

• Senior Government officials say authorities have been seeking clarification from UNMIL on the 
issues.   

• In a clarification, UNMIL said it had already communicated the legal provision to Government 
saying the mission is exempted from the UN Embargo on weapons imported by troops 
contributing countries and their contingents to support the Mission.  

• Meanwhile, the mission clarified that in order to carry out their mandate, all peace-keeping 
contingents require all their equipment to be in a state of permanent readiness. 

 
 
Association of Intellectuals Want Senate Reconsider Decision of Labor 
Minister-Designate 
(The Heritage, Daily Observer, The Inquirer) 
 

• The Association of Liberian Intellectuals (ALI) wants the Senate to reconsider 
    its decision to reject Labor Minister-Designate Counselor Tiawon Gongloe. 
• According to the group, the rejection of Counselor Gongloe without a justifiable 
   reason could evoke speculations of bias and prejudice on the part of the Senate. 
• He was rejected on Tuesday by the Senate Plenary on grounds that his junior  
    brother currently serves in the same Labor Ministry as an Assistant Minister.  
• Before his recent nomination to the post of Labor Minister, Cllr. Gongloe served 
   Solicitor General of Liberia. 

 
National Elections Commission Dismisses Liberty Party’s Meddling Claim 
(The Inquirer) 
 

• The National Elections Commission has termed as baseless allegations by the opposition 
Liberty Party that the commission was meddling in the internal affairs political parties. 

• Addressing students of the African Methodist Episcopal University recently, the political leader 
of the Liberty Party, Counselor Charles Brumskine accused the commission of meddling in the 
affairs of political parties. 

 
 
   Big Demolition for Waterside Market, over 50 Stores to be Affected    
(The Informer) 
 

• The Ministry Public Work has marked several building in the commercial district of Waterside 
for possible demolition.  
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• According to the Ministry, the demolition is to make way the government to commence the 
reconstruction of the damaged “old bridge”.  

• Traders in the area have expressed their dissatisfaction over the government’s planned 
action, describing it as untimely.  

• They on the Public Work Ministry to reconsider its decision while giving them ample time 
relocate their businesses.  

 
 
Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
US-Based Group Reports Threats on Lives of TRC Commissioners       

• A US-based Human Rights group, Liberia Human Rights Campaign (LHRC) has reported 
threats on the lives of Commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission since the 
release of the TRC final report.  

• The group said as a result of the threat many of them have gone into hiding and refuse calls 
for fear of being traced. 

• In a dispatch, the Liberia Human Rights Campaign called on government and the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to provide full protection for the Commissioners. 

• The TRC has confirmed the reports of threats on some Commissioners and staff saying they 
were in the form of letters, text messages, and public statements. 

 (Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
U.S. Government Says Nearly US$200M Spent on AFL      
 
Government, USAID Sign US$50M Contract for Health sector       

 
 
Senate Concurs with House on 2009/2010 Budget Passage       
 (Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Education Ministry Signs Contract to Build 20 Primary Schools       

• The Education Ministry and eleven local companies on Tuesday signed an agreement for the 
construction of 20 primary schools across the country.  

• Education Minister, Dr. Joseph Korto signed for his ministry while representatives of the 
respective companies signed for their entities.      

• The 11 Liberian-owned companies were hired by an implementing partner of the Education 
Ministry and the United Nations Office for Project Services. 

• The construction cost of the 20 schools is estimated at over US$98,000.00 and is expected to 
be completed in September this year.     

 
Ex-ULIMO-K Leader Criticizes Timing of the Release of TRC Report       

• Ex-ULIMO-K Leader and University Professor, Alhaji Kromah says the release of the TRC 
report during the absence of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf had the potential to undermine 
the presidency.  

• The report was released at a time the President was attending the just-ended African Union 
Summit in Libya. 

• The University Professor is among eight former warring faction leaders recommended for 
prosecution by the TRC. The report also barred President Sirleaf from holding public office for 
30 years. 

 
Financial Scandal at Judiciary, Two Suspended       

• The Judicial Administration has suspended two of its senior financial officers, Otagba-Nah 
Klah, Comptroller, and Bishop Witherspoon, Special Assistant to the Chief Justice and Pay 
team head for time indefinite.  

• The men were suspended for their alleged link to a financial scandal worth over US$30,000. 
 

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am) 
National Elections Commission Dismisses Liberty Party’s Meddling Claim 
                                                             **** 
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United Nations OHCHR  
Friday, 10 July 2009 
 
UN human rights chief says reports suggest possible war crimes in Somalia  
 
Press Release  
 
GENEVA – The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, said Friday it is clear that grave 
violations of international human rights and humanitarian law – possibly amounting to war crimes – are 
being committed in Somalia, as fighting continues to ravage the capital Mogadishu, and the situation in 
South Central Somalia remains extremely precarious.  
 
Pillay said that attacks against civilians have been one of the main features of the conflicts that have 
engulfed Somalia since 1991. “In this new wave of attacks, it is clear that civilians – especially women 
and children – are bearing the brunt of the violence,” she said. “There needs to be a much greater effort to 
protect civilians. Displaced people and human rights defenders, aid workers and journalists are among 
those most exposed, and in some cases are being directly targeted.”  
 
Pillay said UN human rights officers have been interviewing refugees and internally displaced people 
(IDPs) who fled after the recent upsurge in violence in Mogadishu and south and central areas of the 
country which began in early May.  
 
Witnesses have told UN investigators that the so-called Al Shabaab groups fighting to topple the 
Transitional Government have carried out extrajudicial executions, planted mines, bombs and other 
explosive devices in civilian areas, and used civilians as human shields. Fighters from both sides are 
reported to have used torture, and fired mortars indiscriminately into areas populated or frequented by 
civilians. There has also been increasing evidence in recent months concerning the scale and nature of 
child recruitment by various forces fighting inside Somalia, which is also a serious violation of 
international human rights and humanitarian law. The majority of these children are aged 14 to 18.  
 
“Some of these acts might amount to war crimes,” Pillay said.  
 
The work of human rights defenders and journalists in Mogadishu has become extremely precarious. 
Since the beginning of the year, six journalists have been killed in Mogadishu, four of them apparently 
victims of targeted assassinations, while the others were killed in cross fire.  
 
The High Commissioner urged all parties to the conflict to abide by the provisions of international human 
rights and humanitarian law. “It is vital that the fighting and violence stop as soon as possible,” she said. 
“It is difficult to influence the combatants in an anarchic situation like that affecting much of Somalia, but 
essential that efforts continue at both the domestic and international levels.”  
 
“Once order has been restored – and one day order will be restored – those responsible for human rights 
violations and abuses should, and I hope will, be brought to justice,” she said. “The gathering of evidence, 
by all who are in a position to do so, has to continue so that those committing these terrible crimes in 
Somalia will one day receive their due punishment before a court of law, and their victims will finally see 
justice being done.”  
 
For the time being, however, in Mogadishu and southern and central regions, regular judicial institutions 
have ceased to function. UN human rights staff have received credible reports that in areas controlled by 
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insurgent groups, ad hoc tribunals are judging and sentencing civilians without due process and in 
violation of Somali as well as international law.  
 
The punishment handed down by these tribunals include death sentences by stoning or decapitation, as 
well as amputation of limbs and other forms of corporal punishment. Places of religious significance and 
cemeteries are also reported to have been destroyed by the so-called Al Shabaab groups.  
 
More than 200,000 people have been displaced in the past two months alone, and hundreds of civilians are 
believed to have been killed and wounded. The total number of people displaced inside Somalia from this 
and earlier conflicts is now believed to be around 1.2 million. Aid agencies’ efforts to provide assistance 
to the displaced are being seriously constrained by security conditions.      
 
The situation in Somalia is also affecting neighboring countries, especially Kenya, which is housing a 
total of 280,000 refugees, mostly Somalis, in Dadaab – which is one of the biggest, oldest and most 
congested refugee camps in the world. Since the beginning of the year, some 36,000 new refugees from 
Somalia have arrived at Dadaab, with a noticeable increase in arrivals in June.  
 
ENDS  
 
For more information on the situation of human rights in Somalia, please visit: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AfricaRegion/Pages/SOIndex.aspx  
 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights - Media Unit  
Rupert Colville, Spokesperson: + 41 22 917 9767  
Xabier Celaya, Information Officer: + 41 22 917 9383  
 
For inquiries and media requests: press-info@ohchr.org 
 

mailto:press-info@ohchr.org
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
Friday, 10 July 2009 
 
Bosnia marks Srebrenica with no reconciliation in sight 
 
By International Justice Desk  
 

Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina  
Sarajevo, Bosnia an 
 Herzegovina  
Bosnia's Muslims 
will mark the 
anniversary of the 
Srebrenica 
massacre on 
Saturday with their 
relations with Serbs 
at their worst in the 
14 years since the 
slaughter.  

 

The massacre of some 8,000 Muslim men and boys by Serb forces on July 11, 1995 – Europe’s worst 
atrocity since World War II -  is to be commemorated across Europe for the first time  Bosnia,  which 
remains sharply divided along ethnic lines.  

The European Parliament in January proclaimed the date a day of commemoration of the Srebrenica 
genocide, calling on countries across the continent to support the move.  

While they admitted in 2004 that their forces killed 8,000 Srebrenica Muslims, Bosnian Serb authorities 
condemned the resolution, in what’s seen as a reflection of the revival of nationalist rhetoric that triggered 
the country's 1992-1999 war.  

In another act of defiance on Wednesday, Serb deputies in the Bosnian parliament blocked an initiative to 
declare July 11 the Srebrenica genocide remembrance day in the former Yugoslav republic.  

"Bosnia is facing the worst political crisis since the war," political analyst Srecko Latal told AFP.  

"One of the rare encouraging things is that political tensions have not reflected on the relationships 
between ordinary people," he added, warning that this "might be changing."  

Bosnia's inter-ethnic war cost 100,000 lives and left the country split into two highly autonomous entities 
-- the Muslim-Croat Federation and the  Serbs' Republika Srpska.  

The eastern town of Srebrenica remains in the Serb-run half - a factor which  has added to tensions 
highlighted this month by the arrest of a massacre  survivor while entering Republika Srpska from 
Croatia.  

The detention of Midhat Salihovic was condemned by groups representing survivors, which warned they 
would cancel Saturday's ceremony in protest.  

Salihovic, who was to attend the burial of his father and brother both killed in Srebrenica, was released 
after questioning.  
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His arrest was "clearly politically motivated," said Mirsad Tokaca of the non-governmental Centre for the 
Investigation of War Crimes, adding that local leaders "politicise every issue and manipulate victims."  

"We are fortunate to have not had some real incidents" because such abuse of Srebrenica survivors could 
cause them to react like a "bull to a red rag,"  said Tokaca.  

Experts and analysts warn that events surrounding the massacre anniversary indicate deeper problems in 
post-war Bosnia.  

Political tensions had been rising in the country since its 2006 elections, with Serbs threatening to secede 
and some Muslim leaders calling for the abolition of Republika Srpska.  

Tens of thousands of Muslims are expected gather in Srebrenica on Saturday  to attend the memorial and 
burial ceremony for more than 500 newly identified victims.  

Most of these remains were found in secondary graves, where they had been moved from initial burial 
sites in an attempt by Serbs to cover up war crimes.  

So far some 3,200 victims have been buried at a memorial just outside the ill-fated town. Thousands are 
yet to be exhumed and identified in the area where some 70 mass graves have been uncovered.  

The massacre has been termed genocide by both the International Court of Justice, which handles disputes 
between nations, and the International Criminal tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY).  

Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic, suspected of being behind the massacre, was detained 
last year and is awaiting trial before the ICTY. His army chief and co-accused Ratko Mladic is still on the 
run. 
  

 


