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Security Council  
6844th Meeting (AM)  

 
Security Council, in Statement, Strongly Commends Special Court for Sierra Leone, 

 
Urges Robust Financial Support as Historic Body Moves into Final Stages of Work 

 
Top Officials Highlight Court’s Long Record of Unprecedented ‘Firsts’; 

Deputy Foreign Minister Warns Lack of Resources Could ‘Choke’ Completion Strategy 

 
The Security Council today commended the Special Court for Sierra Leone’s important contribution to 
international criminal justice, as well as its role in strengthening stability in West Africa and “bringing an end 
to impunity”, and also hailed the completion of trial proceedings against former Liberian President Charles 
Taylor for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

 
Culminating a meeting that featured presentations from the Special Court’s top officials and the Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Sierra Leone, Council President Gert Rosenthal (Guatemala) read out a statement 
approved by the 15-member body acknowledging the Court’s progress towards completion of its work and 
recognizing the need to address residual matters after its closure, including the supervision of the 
enforcement of sentences for convicted persons, the protection of witnesses and the preservation of 
archives. 

 
It urged the international community to continue to support the Special Court as it moved into its final stage 
of work, and emphasized the vital need for further pledges of voluntary contributions to allow the completion 
of its mandate in a timely manner.  The Council also called on Member States to contribute generously 
towards implementation of the agreement on establishing the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

 
Addressing the Council for the first time, Sierra Leone’s Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, Ebun Jusu, said the Special Court had made unprecedented contributions to 
gender justice and had laid the foundations in international criminal jurisprudence regarding acts of forced 
marriage, sexual violence, sexual slavery and the recruitment and use of child soldiers during the conflict as 
punishable. 

 
“The Special Court had successfully delivered on the goals set for it by the Government of Sierra Leone 
and the United Nations,” she said, underscoring the need for the Organization and the international 
community to continue supporting the Court to complete its work. 
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Outlining just a few important milestones, she said the Court had attained victory for victims of sexual 
violence, for human rights, for democracy and for the hundreds of former child soldiers and adoptees who 
had had the letters “RUF”, the acronym for the Revolutionary United Front, carved or engraved with hot iron 
onto their backs and chests to prevent them from escaping.  Further, the Court had made critical 
contributions to national reconciliation efforts and to the restoration and maintenance of international peace 
and security in West Africa. 

 
“The successful completion of the Court’s mandate would send a powerful message that the international 
community strongly supports institutions established to hold accountable those responsible for war crimes, 
and in so doing, deter or minimize the perpetration of such atrocities in the future,” she said.  “However, the 
victory so well acclaimed will be incomplete if want of adequate resources and financial impediments choke 
the tribunal from fairly and fully completing its mandate and its residual task to their logical conclusions.” 

 
She counted on the Security Council to spare no efforts to avoid that scenario and to launch appropriate 
mechanisms to provide the much-needed relief and assistance to the Court for its continued survival. 

 
Justice Shireen Avis Fisher, President of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, told the Council that “the 
Special Court’s successes are truly your successes,” as she highlighted a report containing its 
achievements, including a number of “firsts”.  After a final judgment was delivered in appellate proceedings 
in the case of Mr. Taylor, the Court would transition to residual status and close its doors. 

 
“It will be the first international criminal tribunal to do so,” she continued, summarizing a report on the 
Court’s activities, achievements and the completion of its mandate, and it was “the first of its kind”.  The 
Special Court was indeed the first partnership between national authorities and the United Nations to create 
a credible system of post-conflict justice, she said. 

 
Not only was it the first hybrid tribunal created to assist a State that desired post-conflict justice, but did not 
have the capacity to ensure it, the Special Court was the first United Nations-sponsored tribunal to carry out 
its work in the territory where serious international humanitarian law violations were committed, ensuring 
that the survivors were participants in justice, not merely bystanders to it, she said. 

 
“I could tell you that the Special Court had delivered on its mandate,” she said.  “I could tell you that it has 
contributed to ending impunity.  I could tell you that it has brought justice to the people of Sierra Leone.  I 
could tell you that, but I think it’s more important that you hear that from the people of Sierra Leone and 
Liberia themselves.”  She then drew the Council’s attention to studies showing that of those surveyed, 
91 per cent of those living in Sierra Leone and 78 per cent in Liberia believed the Special Court had 
contributed to bringing peace to their countries. 

 
Turning to another “first”, she told the Council that the Special Court was “a living example of the progress 
of your resolution”, referring to the twelfth anniversary of resolution 1325 (2000), which urged Member 
States to ensure increased representation of women at all decision-making levels in national, regional and 
international institutions and mechanisms for the prevention, management, and resolution of conflict.  For 
the first time in the history of international tribunals, all four principals — the President, the Prosecutor, the 
Registrar and the Principal Defender — were all women, she said. 

 
Prosecutor Brenda J. Hollis of the Special Court, seconding Justice Fisher’s comments, said that the most 
important legacy of the Court was the prosecution of those who bore the greatest responsibility for horrific 
crimes committed against the people of Sierra Leone.  Therefore, the Office of the Prosecutor, she 
recounted, had acted expeditiously in presenting 13 indictments, starting in 2003, charging senior leaders 
of the three main factions in the Sierra Leone conflict, all of whose cases were completed through appeal 
by 2009. 
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Mr. Taylor, who did not surrender to the Special Court until 2006, was also prosecuted expeditiously and 
effectively, she said, with the number of charges reduced for that purpose.  His conviction was the first of a 
former Head of State by an international criminal tribunal since the Nuremberg trials in 1946.  His conviction 
and subsequent sentencing for 50 years in prison came because it was shown that he had planned the 
attacks that culminated in the 1999 invasion of Freetown, Liberia and the resulting mass crimes.  It was 
also shown that he aided and abetted members of the Revolutionary United Front and the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council in the commission of the charged crimes.  The Office of the Prosecutor and 
Mr. Taylor had both appealed the judgment and the sentence, she noted. 

 
Other achievements of which her office was proud included an outreach programme that engaged the 
people of Sierra Leone, particularly the affected communities in the judicial process carried out in their 
name.  It was also the first Court to prosecute the use of child soldiers, attacks on peacekeepers and forced 
marriage as an inhumane act, resulting in jurisprudence that might be relied on by other international, as 
well as national courts.  She thanked all who contributed to those achievements, including the Council, the 
people of Sierra Leone and Member States that supported the Court in various ways. 

 
She said that the most demanding challenges the Court faced included indictment, staffing and witness 
protection issues, emphasizing that the security of witnesses remained a significant challenge, as many 
named individuals who had committed horrific crimes still lived among those witnesses, and the Residual 
Special Court, which would over protection responsibilities, was mandated to have a light, efficient 
footprint.  It was imperative that the Residual Special Court be sufficiently resourced to meet such critical 
responsibilities, “if we are to ensure that those who have risked their well-being to give meaning to justice 
continue to be protected by the Court that they serve”. 

 
Delivering statements after the briefing were the representatives of India, United Kingdom, Germany, 
Pakistan, Togo, South Africa, Russian Federation, Colombia, Azerbaijan, Morocco, France, United States, 
China, Portugal and Guatemala. 

 
The meeting began at 10:23 a.m. and ended at 12:08 p.m. 

 
Presidential Statement 

 
The full text of presidential statement S/PRST/2012/21 reads as follows: 

 
“The Security Council expresses its warm appreciation to the President and Prosecutor of the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone for their briefing to the Security Council on 9 October 2012. 

 
“The Security Council reiterates its strong support for the Special Court and commends the progress the 
Special Court has achieved (S/2012/741).  The Security Council particularly notes the contribution of the 
Special Court to strengthening stability in Sierra Leone and the subregion and bringing an end to impunity. 

 
“The Security Council congratulates the Special Court on the completion of the trial proceedings in the case 
of Charles Taylor on 30 May 2012.  The Security Council takes note of the commencement of appellate 
proceedings in the case of Charles Taylor and the projected schedule for the completion of those appellate 
proceedings by 30 September 2013. 

 
“The Security Council also acknowledges the Special Court’s progress towards completion.  The Security 
Council underlines its expectation that all organs of the Special Court will do their utmost to finish the 
remaining work of the Court, including any contempt cases, in accordance with the completion strategy. 
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“The Security Council commends the important outreach activities of the Special Court in bringing its 
judicial work to the attention of the people of Sierra Leone and Liberia, and thereby contributing to the 
restoration of the rule of law throughout those countries and the region. 

 
“The Security Council commends the Special Court for the important contribution made to international 
criminal justice concerning the crimes within its jurisdiction, namely, crimes against humanity, serious 
violations of Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol II, and other serious 
violations of international humanitarian law, as well as certain crimes under Sierra Leonean law, and 
recognizes its work in the areas of women, peace and security, and the protection of children affected by 
armed conflict, including through its outreach and witness support programmes. 

 
“The Security Council recognizes the need to address residual matters after the closure of the Court, 
including the supervision of the enforcement of sentences for convicted persons, the protection of 
witnesses, and the preservation of the archives of the Special Court.  In this regard, the Security Council 
welcomes the Agreement between the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone on the 
Establishment of a Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

 
“The Security Council urges the international community to continue to support the Special Court as it 
moves into its final stage of work. 

 
“The Security Council in particular takes note of the Special Court’s ongoing and urgent need for financial 
support. The Security Council emphasizes the vital need for further pledges of voluntary contributions in 
order to allow the Special Court to complete its mandate in a timely manner.  The Security Council calls 
upon Member States to contribute generously to the Special Court and for the implementation of the 
Agreement establishing the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone, and encourages the Secretary-
General to cooperate with the Registrar of the Special Court in order to find practicable solutions to address 
the needs of the Residual Special Court in the most efficient and effective manner. 

 
“The Security Council will continue to offer strong support to the Special Court as it nears the completion of 
its mandate and to the Residual Special Court as it commences its functioning.” 

 
Statements 

 
SHRI E. AHAMED, Minister of State for External Affairs of India, welcomed what he said was the 
successful carrying out of the mandate of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, and expressed the hope that 
the Court would complete its work by 30 September 2013.  He also welcomed international cooperation in 
serving the cause of justice in the country, particularly that shown by the Government of Rwanda in the 
enforcement of sentences, as well as the Court’s outreach activities, and called for continued support to the 
Court and its Residual Special Court.  In that light, he noted his country’s partnership with Sierra Leone in 
its reconstruction efforts, pledging a continuation of that partnership and affirming the importance of next 
month’s national elections for the country. 

 
MICHAEL TATHAM ( United Kingdom) affirmed the importance of the Special Court, and the support of the 
Council for it, in ending impunity for serious crimes.  He looked forward to the completion of the mandate in 
2013, while acknowledging the challenges in wrapping up issues related in the case of Charles Taylor, 
whose prosecution had sent a strong message about “the reach and patience of international justice”.  
Describing his country’s financial support and offer to imprison Mr. Taylor in the United Kingdom, he 
pledged that the United Kingdom’s support would continue long after the convictions and sentencing.  
Welcoming outreach and legacy activities of the Court, including in the area of gender, he stressed the 
importance of continued funding for it, urging all Member States to consider further support. 
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CHRISTOPHE EICK (Germany) recognized the invaluable contributions of the Special Court in bringing 
justice to the victims of terrible crimes, in partnership with the United Nations, as well as its outreach 
activities, its contributions to jurisprudence related to gender-based crimes and child recruitment, and its 
landmark prosecution of a head of State, which makes clear that the “age of accountability has in fact 
begun”.  His country had made significant contributions to the Court’s budget, as well as for witness 
protection and other needs.  He supported further efforts to find practical solutions to ensure the successful 
completion of the Court’s work. 

 
RAZA BASHIR TARAR ( Pakistan) expressed appreciation and complete support for the Special Court’s 
work, including its procedure, its outreach to the people of Sierra Leone and its contributions to 
strengthening the justice system of the country.  He urged all concerned stakeholders to continue to 
support the Court in finishing all its remaining tasks. 

 
KODJO MENAN ( Togo) said there were two features that could have been considered defects that might 
have hampered the Court’s success, namely its financing and its location, where the socio-political trauma 
could have compromised its mandate.  Yet, the Court had fostered unforeseen progress in international 
criminal justice and had enriched international criminal law.  Elements of jurisprudence from the Court 
would continue to nurture debate on issues, including sexual violence and terrorism. 

 
Further, he said that commitments made to ensure the lasting effect of the Court’s achievements, and the 
conservation of its archives were signs of progress.  His country supported the idea of commemorating the 
Court with a museum or exhibit, and hoped the Court could take the measures needed to accompany those 
exhibits with education initiatives aimed at ensuring those atrocities never occurred again.  If the Court’s 
success had been made possible by cooperation among States, it was possible to use that cooperation to 
ensure the Residual Court was duly supported, he added. 

 
ZAHEER LAHER ( South Africa) said the fight against impunity remained an important building block for 
justice.  Commending the Court for strengthening stability in the country and region, he said it had also 
contributed to establishing rule of law.  The Court was a model of complementarity, he said.  He was also 
pleased with the agreement for the Residual Court and was confident that the planned Peace Museum 
would also become a contribution to stability. 

 
SERGEY KAREV ( Russian Federation) said the Special Court was scheduled to close next year, after 
which a compact residual mechanism would be launched.  The Rwandan residual mechanism had already 
opened this year, and he hoped the Special Court for Sierra Leone would be able to avoid the problems 
facing other similar courts.  Overall, the outcome of the Court’s work should be seen as positive, making a 
contribution to international justice, as well as to strengthening the rule of law on the national and 
international levels, he said. 

 
NÉSTOR OSORIO ( Colombia) said the Court’s important work and mission had been largely completed.  
Among the results, the visible prosecution of Mr. Taylor was a landmark.  The Court had made an important 
contribution to criminal justice.  He believed the activities aimed at disseminating and promoting the Court’s 
work were essential, as they were the best way to ensure the positive effect of rule of law and good 
governance.  The Court had been very active in implementing its completion strategy, he said, welcoming 
the establishment of a residual mechanism.  However, without support, the completion of the strategy 
would stumble upon immense difficulties. 

 
AGSHIN MEHDIYEV ( Azerbaijan) expressed appreciation for the work of the Special Court and progress 
towards the completion of its mandate, as well as its contributions to end impunity, promote the 
maintenance of peace and security, advance the rule of law, reconciliation, and jurisprudence in post-
conflict situations.  Its approach to victims was particularly noteworthy, as was its contribution to gender 
justice.  He expressed hope that the Court would complete its work as expeditiously as possible and called 
on the international community to continue to provide support. 
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MOHAMMED LOULICHKI ( Morocco) thanked the Prosecutor and the President of the Special Court for the 
passion they had shown in the pursuit of justice, as well as all stakeholders for their contributions to the 
Court.  The Court’s importance went well beyond the completion of trials; it was an innovative model of 
justice based on international standards and national ownership.  He commended all concerned for 
agreement on completion dates, but stressed the need to maintain financial support adequate for critical 
remaining tasks, such as protection of witnesses, building a legacy and building capacity in the national 
legal system.  Paying tribute to the people and Government of Sierra Leone, he pledged his country’s 
continuing support for stability and prosperity in what he called a brotherly country. 

 
MARTIN BRIENS ( France), supporting the Presidential Statement, noted his delegation’s full support to the 
Court over the term of its existence.  Calling the Court’s legacy “vast”, he said that it provided lessons on 
other issues, such as potential cases against individuals in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The 
appreciation of the people of Sierra Leone must be borne in mind when the Council takes up its debate on 
international justice as it serves the cause of international peace and security.  The Charles Taylor case 
had shown the regional impact of conflicts, as well as how the United Nations could apply a holistic strategy 
in resolving them.  No doubt the Court had contributed significantly to such a strategy, he added. 

 
JEFFREY DE LAURENTIS ( United States) said the Special Court had been instrumental in helping the 
people of Sierra Leone move on from a “painful chapter” in their history.  Noting the Court’s contributions in 
jurisprudence, gender issues and other areas, he said that the tribunal’s work was not yet done, and he 
welcomed the establishment of the Residual Special Court.  Noting that his country was instrumental in 
setting up and supporting the Special Court, and was its largest financial contributor, he welcomed 
intentions to reduce costs and improve efficiency in the completion of remaining tasks.  The United States 
would endeavour to contribute to closing the reported financial gap, he said, urging others to contribute, as 
well, to help Sierra Leone progress to peace and security while learning the lessons of the past. 

 
GUO XIAOMEI ( China) said the Court would become the first international criminal tribunal to close its 
doors and she acknowledged its efforts and achievements, which would serve as a source of reference to 
other tribunals.  At the conclusion of the work, a small-scale Residual Court would be established, and she 
hoped both courts would contribute to long-term stability.  She hoped countries would continue to provide 
support to the courts — and Sierra Leone. 

 
JOSÉ FILIPE MORAES CABRAL ( Portugal) said the Court had left behind a legacy of interpretation and 
application of international law on issues related to crimes against humanity and other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law.  He was grateful to the Court’s efforts to ensure that the mission entrusted 
to it would come to a successful conclusion. 

 
GERT ROSENTHAL ( Guatemala) said given his country’s history, he recognized the important and 
indispensable role of a court of this nature in the fight against impunity and the enforcement of justice in the 
country.  He also recognized the Court’s important contribution to national and international criminal justice; 
legally proceeding against those who bore the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international 
humanitarian law and Sierra Leone’s national law committed since 30 November 1996. 

 
He then highlighted the Court’s national reconciliation and restoration and maintenance of peace in the 
country and the region, applauding its historic contribution to the understanding of the impact of armed 
conflict on women and girls reflected in its jurisprudence and its treatment of the survivors as participants in 
post-conflict justice.  He urged that the transition process was orderly and effective and that the Residual 
Special Court performed its duties in a timely and efficient manner. 

 
* *** * 
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Associated Press 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
Sierra Leone tribunal to wrap up business soon 
 
EDITH M. LEDERER  
 
UNITED NATIONS — The tribunal established to prosecute those most responsible for atrocities 
committed during Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war will soon deliver its final judgment and become the 
first international criminal tribunal to go out of business. 
 
The court's president, Justice Shireen Avis Fisher, told the U.N. Security Council on Tuesday that because 
of its vision the tribunal not only succeeded in prosecuting and convicting the worst perpetrators of 
killings, systematic mutilation and other atrocities in Sierra Leone but it has become a model for bringing 
justice. 
 
The court was unique when it was established in 2002. Unlike the war crimes tribunals for Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda, which are entirely run by the United Nations with an international staff, it was set up jointly by 
the U.N. and the Sierra Leone government with a mix of local and international prosecutors and judges. 
 
The council, in a presidential statement, commended the Special Court for Sierra Leone for its important 
contribution to international criminal justice, ending impunity, and strengthening stability in Sierra Leone 
and the neighboring West African region. 
 
Guatemala's U.N. Ambassador Gert Rosenthal, the council president who read the statement, said later 
that members "were very pleased for once to get good news" about the outcome of a council resolution 
and gave probably "the broadest support" to a tribunal in many years – "and rightly so." 
 
"It happened in a joint effort between the host government and the United Nations in what really turned 
out to be a very successful lesson in combating impunity and in the development of international 
humanitarian law," Rosenthal said. 
 
Fisher said the court is also the first hybrid tribunal created to assist a country that wanted post-conflict 
justice but didn't have the ability to ensure it, and the first U.N.-sponsored tribunal to carry out its work in 
a country where international humanitarian laws had been seriously violated which ensured that survivors 
of the civil war could participate in justice and not merely be bystanders. 
 
She said the best evidence of the court's success can be seen in a European Union-funded independent 
survey in late May to measure the impact of the court. It found that nearly 80 percent of those surveyed in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia believe the tribunal accomplished its mandate – and that 91 percent of those 
surveyed in Sierra Leone and 78 percent in Liberia believe it has contributed to bringing peace to their 
countries, she said. 
 
Fisher cited "truly remarkable" legal firsts for the tribunal: It was the first to recognize forced marriage as 
a crime against humanity and sexual violence as a form of terrorism. It was also the first to develop law 
on the recruitment and use of child soldiers which was used later by the International Criminal Court, and 
the first to rule on issues of immunity for sitting heads of state and on the crime of attacks on 
peacekeepers. 
 
"On front after front, the Special Court has developed not only jurisprudence, but also tools, practices and 
programs addressing the specific needs of a post-conflict society," Fisher said, and it is ready to share the 
knowledge and expertise it has gained. 
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When the court was established, it was expected to operate for three years on voluntary contributions. All 
cases were completed by October 2009 – with eight convictions – except for prosecution of former 
Liberian president Charles Taylor. 
 
The 64-year-old ex-leader, who didn't surrender until 2006, has been convicted and sentenced to 50 years 
imprisonment for war crimes and crimes against humanity for aiding and abetting murderous rebels 
during Sierra Leone's civil war. 
 
Taylor became the first former head of state since World War II to be convicted by an international war 
crimes court. But he has appealed the convictions, calling them a miscarriage of justice, and prosecutors 
have appealed the court's decision to acquit him on more serious charges and are urging an increased 
sentence of 80 years behind bars. 
 
Fisher told the council the appeals court will deliver the final judgment on Taylor's guilt or innocence 
soon. 
 
The court's prosecutor, Brenda Hollis, said that while the court has set many precedents, it also faced 
many challenges over the past decade including ensuring the security of more than 300 prosecution 
witnesses before, during and after their trials. She noted that this year the court has convicted five people 
of contempt for interfering with witnesses. 
 
Fisher said the tribunal will be succeeded by a small Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone whose 
responsibilities will include ensuring the protection of witnesses, preserving the court's archives and 
supervising the enforcement of sentences. 
 
Fisher and Hollis said it's imperative that the Residual Special Court is adequately funded. 
 
The Security Council urged donors to contribute generously to the tribunal as it finishes its work and to 
the Residual Special Court. 
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UN News Centre 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
UN hails work by Sierra Leone court to strengthen women’s access to justice 
 

 
Justice Shireen Avis Fisher, President of the Special Court for Sierra  
Leone, addresses the Security Council. UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe 
 
9 October 2012 – The United Nations today praised the “historic” work done by the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone (SCSL) to prosecute sexual and gender-based crimes committed during conflicts, and called 
for increased support for the Court’s work from the international community. 
 
“War harms women in multiple ways. From mass rapes to mass displacements, women are on the 
frontlines of conflict and they are demanding justice. This includes effective prosecutions of war crimes 
and adequate redress for women,” said Michelle Bachelet, the Executive Director of the UN Entity for 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women). 
 
“The Special Court for Sierra Leone has served justice and contributed to peace consolidation and 
reconciliation within a country destroyed by a devastating civil war […] It is now essential that the Court 
be given the means to complete its mandate and to document and share lessons learned in strengthening 
women’s access to justice,” she said. 
 
The SCSL is an independent tribunal set up jointly by the Government of Sierra Leone and the UN. It is 
mandated to try those who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international 
humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law committed in the country since 30 November 1996. 
 
In May, the Court sentenced former Liberian President Charles Taylor to 50 years in prison for planning 
and for aiding and abetting crimes committed by Sierra Leonean rebel forces during the country’s civil 
war. Mr. Taylor was found guilty of acts of terrorism, murder, rape, sexual slavery and enlisting child 
soldiers, among other charges. 
 
The Court’s work “represents a critical landmark for international justice in prosecuting sexual and 
gender-based crimes committed during conflicts,” UN Women said in a news release, adding that the 
Court’s jurisprudence played an essential role in advancing recognition in law of such crimes. 
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During a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York, Ms. Bachelet also highlighted that the Court 
has laid the foundation in international humanitarian law, for the recognition of acts such as forced 
marriages as crimes against humanity. 
 
The SCSL is currently completing the trial phase of its mandate, with operational funding secured only 
through the end of November. The Court’s leadership addressed the Security Council today, calling for 
increased funds and support from the international community to establish a Residual Special Court. 
 
“The Court continues to face crucial funding gaps very critical to the completion of its judicial mandate 
and its residual mechanism,” the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of 
Sierra Leone, Ebun A. Jusu, said during the meeting. 
 
The Court also faces other challenges including not having enough staff, establishing communication with 
hundreds of witnesses in a safe environment, and developing indictments when there have been a 
multitude of crimes across a wide geographical area, said the Court’s Prosecutor, Brenda J. Hollis. 
 
“We must keep in mind how fragile our accomplishment will be if we fail to keep faith with the people in 
the region who put their trust in you and in us,” the Court’s President, Shireen Avis Fisher, told the 
Council. “Our responsibility to these people will not cease. It must be taken up and advanced by the 
Residual Special Court of Sierra Leone.” 
 
In a presidential statement, the Council reiterated its strong support for the SCSL and praised the progress 
it has achieved in bringing stability to the country and bringing an end to impunity. The Council also 
urged the international community to continue to support the Court as it moves into its final stage of work. 
 
“The Security Council emphasized the vital need for further pledges of voluntary contributions in order to 
allow the Special Court to complete its mandate in a timely manner,” said Ambassador Gert Rosenthal of 
Guatemala, which holds the Council’s Presidency this month. 
 
The 15-member body also recognized the need to address residual matters after the closure of the Court 
and welcomed the Agreement between the UN and Sierra Leone’s Government on the Establishment of a 
Residual Special Court. 
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Xinhua 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
Sierra Leone lauds special court, warns of fund shortage 
 
UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 9 (Xinhua) — Sierra Leone on Tuesday spoke highly of the work of the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone ( SCSL), but warned of the “crucial funding gaps very critical to the 
completion of its judicial mandate and its residual mechanism. “ 
 
Ebun A. Jusu, the Sierra Leonean deputy minister of foreign affairs and international cooperation, made 
the statement at an open meeting here while briefing the UN Security Council on the SCSL, the first 
international criminal tribunal to be funded entirely by voluntary contributions from governments. 
 
“The Special Court represents an effective partnership between the government and people of Sierra 
Leone and the United Nations to promote justice and fight impunity for heinous crimes committed in 
Sierra Leone during the civil war,” she noted. 
 
The SCSL was set up jointly by the government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations. It is mandated to 
try those who bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and 
Sierra Leonean law committed in the territory of the West African country since Nov. 30, 1996. 
 
Currently, the three cases heard in Freetown, the Sierra Leonean capital, have been completed, including 
appeals. The trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor is nearing completion in The Hague. 
 
“As the first hybrid tribunal created to assist a State to address impunity for crimes against humanity, the 
Special Court has made unprecedented contributions to gender justice and laid the foundation in 
international criminal jurisprudence for acts of forced marriage, sexual violence, sexual slavery, and the 
recruitment and use of child soldiers during the conflict as punishable,” Jusu said. “It has also successfully 
established that wanton attacks on United Nations peacekeepers are proscribed and perpetrators liable to 
prosecution.” 
 
On the funding shortage, she said: “Despite these special and compelling accolades, it is a matter of 
common knowledge that the Court continues to face crucial funding gaps very critical to the completion 
of its judicial mandate and its residual mechanism.” 
 
“Needless to say that the successful completion of the Court’s mandate would send a powerful message 
that the international community strongly supports institutions established to hold accountable those 
responsible for war crimes, and in so doing, deter or minimize the perpetration of such atrocities in the 
future,” she said. 
 
“We, therefore, count on member states and the international community to continue to support the Court 
to complete its work and help facilitate its effective transition to the Residual Special Court immediately 
upon its completion,” she added.  
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Independent Online (South Africa) 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
Sierra Leone needs funds for war crimes court 
 
New York - Sierra Leone appealed on Tuesday for extra funding to wind down the UN-backed Special 
Court that convicted former Liberian president Charles Taylor of committing war crimes in the country. 
 
“The court continues to face crucial funding gaps very critical to the completion of its judicial mandate 
and its residual mechanism,” Sierra Leone's deputy foreign minister Ebun Jusu told the United Nations. 
 
Successful completion of its work would “send a powerful message that the international community 
strongly supports institutions established to hold accountable those responsible for war crimes”, she said. 
 
The court's prosecutor, Brenda Hollis, said the court's residual functions after September 2013 included 
the protection of witnesses said. 
 
“It is imperative that the residual Special Court be sufficiently resourced to meet these critical 
responsibilities,” she said. 
 
“If we are to ensure that those who have risked their well-being to give meaning to justice continue to be 
protected by the court that they served.” 
 
In a statement adopted at the end of a Security Council debate, the body's 15 members reiterated “strong 
support” for the court and called on UN members to contribute generously to it and to the follow-on 
residual court. 
 
Taylor was sentenced on May 30 to 50 years in prison after pleading guilty to supporting rebels in 
exchange for diamonds during the Sierra Leone civil war, but both sides have appealed. 
 
Three former leaders of the junta in power at the time in Sierra Leone also have been accused of 
tampering with witnesses. - Sapa-AFP 
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Inner-City Press 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
Sierra Leone Court Questions on Blacked Out Purported Dissent and on Restitution 
 
By Matthew Russell Lee 
 
UNITED NATIONS, October 9 -- After the UN Security Council heard a briefing Tuesday about the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone, Inner City Press asked the Court's President, Registrar and Prosecutor why 
no forfeiture of Charles Taylor's assets had even been sought, and how the purported dissent of Alternate 
Judge El Hadji Malick Sow was being handled. Video here, from Minute 57:38. 
 
   Back on April 26, 2012 after the Taylor judgment was read out by Presiding Judge Richard Lussick, 
Alternate Judge Malick Sow began to declaim what he called a dissent, stating in part that there has been 
"no... deliberations." 
 
   But the microphone was turned off, the spectators' view then blocked. 
 
   Inner City Press asked the panel on Tuesday if some formal inquiry would be made into what he had 
alleged. 
 
   The Court's President, Justice Shireen Avis Fisher, told Inner City Press that since she is "sitting on the 
case, so there is no way I can speak to them" - the issues raised by Alternate Judge Malick Sow or why no 
forfeiture was sought. 
 
   The Court's Registrar Binta Mansaray told Inner City Press, "I can speak in a limited fashion. As far as 
Taylor funds are concerned, efforts have been made to track those funds. In terms of the dissent by the 
alternate judge, I won't comment, because that is going to be a part of the defense appeal. But I would like 
to put on record, there is a right to dissent, if they have the right of dissent or concurring." 
 
   Inner City Press thanked the Registrar, but followed up about Alternate Judge Malick Sow's statement 
that the judges on the case had not engaged in any, or any substantial, deliberations. 
 
    The Court's prosecutor Brenda Hollis began to answer. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's spokesman 
Martin Nesirky said, "I think it's been made clear, it is a continuing case, I think you understand that given 
your own legal training." 
 
   When Prosecutor Hollis answered Inner City Press' restitution question, she said "on forfeiture, it was 
my office that looked carefully at it, in our court and in the other international ad hoc courts, you have to 
tie the asset or property back to what was taken, or the proceeds, we were unable to make that evidentiary 
link... There is a UN panel of experts on asset freeze since 2000, they have been unable with all the 
powers the UN has to trace those assets. There are some reparations scheme you don't have to make that 
link. With us, you had to make that link." 
 
  Regarding the transcript or transcripts of what Alternate Judge Malick Sow said, Prosecutor Hollis 
argued, "you have the word no then the symbol for a missing word, and we don't know what it is." 
 
  But is that any way to run a court, or the reading of a judgment like that of Charles Taylor? When might 
Alternate Judge Malick Sow take questions on this? Watch this site. 
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Holaciudad 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
 
La ONU pide más ayuda financiera para el Tribunal Especial para Sierra Leona 
 
La ONU hizo hoy un llamamiento a la comunidad internacional para destinar más ayuda financiera al 
Tribunal Especial para Sierra Leona, del que elogió su "histórico" trabajo en la persecución de crímenes 
sexuales y de género. 
 

 
[La ONU pide más ayuda financiera para el Tribunal Especial para Sierra Leona] 
 
"Resulta esencial que el tribunal tenga los medios para completar su mandato y para documentar y 
compartir las lecciones aprendidas para reforzar el acceso a la justicia de las mujeres", afirmó ante la 
prensa la directora general de ONU Mujeres, Michelle Bachelet. EFE/Archivo 
  
 
La ONU hizo hoy un llamamiento a la comunidad internacional para destinar más ayuda financiera al 
Tribunal Especial para Sierra Leona, del que elogió su "histórico" trabajo en la persecución de crímenes 
sexuales y de género. 
 
"Resulta esencial que el tribunal tenga los medios para completar su mandato y para documentar y 
compartir las lecciones aprendidas para reforzar el acceso a la justicia de las mujeres", afirmó ante la 
prensa la directora general de ONU Mujeres, Michelle Bachelet. 
 
El TESL ha contribuido a la "paz" y la "reconciliación" de un país "devastado" por la guerra civil, según 
destacó la también expresidenta chilena, quien hizo un llamamiento a la comunidad de donantes en la 
comunidad internacional para aportar más fondos para ese tribunal. 
 
"La guerra daña a las mujeres de múltiples formas, de violaciones masivas a desplazamientos, y están en 
primera línea de conflictos y demandan justicia, lo que incluye una persecución efectiva de los crímenes 
de guerra", añadió Bachelet. 
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Precisamente hoy el Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU reiteró en una declaración presidencial su firme 
apoyo al TESL y alabó los progresos que ha conquistado hasta la fecha para traer "estabilidad" al país 
africano y ayudar a poner fin a la impunidad en la región. 
 
"Es de vital importancia que se hagan nuevas contribuciones voluntarias para permitir que el Tribunal 
Especial para Sierra Leona concluya su mandato en los tiempos fijados", indicaron los quince miembros 
del máximo órgano de seguridad. 
 
Ese tribunal es una instancia independiente establecida en 1996 por la ONU para procesar a los 
responsables de violaciones graves de las leyes humanitarias internacionales, tales como los crímenes de 
guerra, durante la guerra civil entre 1991 y 2002. 
 
El pasado 30 de mayo el TESL condenó a cincuenta años de cárcel al expresidente de Liberia Charles 
Taylor por su complicidad en crímenes de guerra cometidos en Sierra Leona, el primer mandatario 
africano sentenciado por un tribunal internacional. 
 
La viceministra de Exteriores de Sierra Leona, Ebun Jusu, afirmó hoy ante la prensa en la sede de 
Naciones Unidas que ese tribunal sigue haciendo frente a "agujeros de financiación" que resultan 
"críticos" para poder completar su mandato judicial. 
 
Mientras, la fiscal del TESL, Brenda Hollis, que estuvo al frente del caso contra el expresidente Taylor, 
advirtió que el tribunal no tiene suficiente personal y no puede establecer comunicación con cientos de 
testigos en un ambiente seguro por falta de fondos. 
 
"Debemos tener en cuenta lo frágiles que serían nuestros logros si no tenemos fe en los pueblos de la 
región que depositaron su confianza en nosotros", dijo, por su parte, la presidenta del tribunal, Shireen 
Avis Fisher. 
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Frontpage Africa 
Wednesday, 10 October 2012  
 
Taylor Prosecutor: War Crimes Court in Liberia ‘Not A Decision For U.S.’ to Make 
 
Written by Rodney D. Sieh, rodney.sieh@frontpageafricaonline.com 
 

Monrovia – The head of the Office of Global Criminal 
Justice in the U.S. Department of State, Ambassador 
Steven Rapp says the decision over whether or not a war 
crimes court should be established  in Liberia is not a 
decision for the United States of America to make but 
one the Liberian government  will have to initiate in 
order for such court to become a reality. 
 
Addressing heads of select media institutions in 
Monrovia Tuesday, Ambassador Rapp drew contrast 
between Liberia and Sierra Leone, who said initiated the 
discussions for a War Crimes court with the United 
Nations and the international community. 
 
Said Rapp: “This is not a decision for the United States; 
not a decision for Steven Rapp who used to be a 
prosecutor at the Special Court for Sierra Leone; It’s a 
decision for the people of Liberia." 
 
"What happened in Sierra Leone let’s not forget is that 
after the end of the war, their President wrote with strong 
public support for a special court to be established to be a 
partnership with Sierra Leone and the United Nations." 
 
"And the initiative came from the Sierra Leone side and 

if there is an initiative from the Liberian side the rest of the world would respond to that and people in 
Liberia process the consultations on this issue.” 
 
The War Crimes Court in Sierra Leone originated from a June 12, 2000 letter written by President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah to then United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan asking the international community 
to try those responsible for crimes during the conflict. 
 
The UN in turn adopted on August 10 2000,  a resolution requesting the Secretary-General to start 
negotiations with the Sierra Leonean government to create a Special Court. On 16 January 2002, the UN 
and the government of Sierra Leone signed an agreement establishing the court. 
 
Ambassador Rapp said the question of what’s going to happen in the future is in the hands of the Liberian 
people and the democratic system but the U.S. as a partner of Liberia and strong supporter of its people, 
will support realistic approaches to achieving accountability and reconciliation in the post-war nation but 
it is not for the U.S. to decide what those approaches should be. 
 
The U.S. envoy declined to delve into the resignation Monday of Nobel Laureat Leymah Gbowee, who 
stepped down from the Reconciliation Commission citing President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s failure to curb 
corruption. 
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Said Ambassador Rapp: “I’m not familiar with this particular commission. This is not something I am 
going to comment on. This is a sovereign nation. There are people appointed to positions, there are people 
who resign them and do it for a variety of reasons and what we want is that good people  be appointed and 
serve and work for reconciliation. There are many people that are in interested in that and we’re hoping 
that the commission can move forward with people that are prepared to work with it.” 
 
The Ambassador recommended for Liberia a process that establishes the truth and recognizes the 
suffering of the victims which there are hundreds of thousands – dead and alive, experienced during the 
civil war and one that is focused on allowing people to live together in peace in the future and sends a 
message that these kinds of crimes, the murder and mutilation of children, the sexual violence and use of 
child soldiers and all of these acts, people understand is wrong and this is not the way in which you can 
gain or keep power and in future those kinds of things will not happen again. 
 
Ambassador Rapp said the question of 
what’s going to happen in the future is in 
the hands of the Liberian people and the 
democratic system but the U.S. as a 
partner of Liberia and strong supporter of 
its people, will support realistic 
approaches to achieving accountability 
and reconciliation in the post-war nation 
but it is not for the U.S. to decide what 
those approaches should be. 
[/B]The U.S. envoy cautioned that in 
most parts of the world the establishment 
of such systems is not done over night. 
 
“These things don’t happen overnight. 
There are countries in South America where they are happening more than 30 years after the events 
occurred." 
 
"And those process are the ones in which the people in those countries took it upon themselves and seek 
out advice and participation from people in other countries, not necessarily South America but other 
countries have gone through the same kinds of things." 
 
"As far as the specific measures I think Liberians should look at what’s worked elsewhere and what would 
work for them and it is not for me to come up and say it has to be this model or that model.” 
 
Pressed on what time period of the war such a court should stipulate, Ambassador Rapp said Liberians 
should have to decide. 
 
“These are decisions that you will have to make. In Sierra Leone, the international community made it 
November 30, 1996 which actually knocked out some of the crimes that happened during the war." 
 
"As prosecutor I like to have it broader so I can have the whole picture in there. On the other hand, you 
have to have multiple processes. Bad things have happened in all of our countries and if you did 
established some kind of specialized courts there has to be a timeframe. I know in the case of the TRC, the 
timeframe began in ‘79 when the violence began and 1980 when Doe came to power. That was the sort of 
time period but these are the decisions for the people in this country.” 
 
Ambassador Rapp prevailed on Civil Society organizations to work with Liberians to find the best 
approach on the War Crimes issue. “I’ve met with civil society organizations and my advice to them is to 
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consult with their fellow Liberians to use the democratic process to press those ideas forward and the 
ones that make sense, and have those ideas factor in decisions in terms of the way forward." 
 
"This country has already had a Truth and Reconciliation Commission and another step could be taken but 
we do support a process of the establishment of the truth and that would contribute to future peace and 
reconciliation.” 
 
Ambassador Rapp was appointed by President Obama, confirmed by the Senate, and assumed his duties 
on September 8, 2009. Prior to his appointment, Ambassador Rapp served as Prosecutor of the Special 
Court for Sierra Leone beginning in January 2007, responsible for leading the prosecutions of former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor and other persons alleged to bear the greatest responsibility for the 
atrocities committed during the civil war in Sierra Leone. 
 
During his tenure in Sierra Leone, his office won the first convictions in history for recruitment and use of 
child soldiers and for sexual slavery and forced marriage as crimes under international humanitarian law. 
 
From 2001 to 2007, Mr. Rapp served as Senior Trial Attorney and Chief of Prosecutions at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, personally heading the trial team that achieved convictions of 
the principals of RTLM radio and Kangura newspaper—the first in history for leaders of the mass media 
for the crime of direct and public incitement to commit genocide. 
 
Mr. Rapp was United States Attorney in the Northern District of Iowa from 1993 to 2001, where his office 
won historic convictions under the firearms provision of the Violence Against Women Act and the serious 
violent offender provision of the 1994 Crime Act. Prior to his tenure as U.S. Attorney, he worked as an 
attorney in private practice and served as Staff Director of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Juvenile Delinquency and as an elected member of the Iowa Legislature. 
 
He received his BA degree from Harvard College in 1971. He attended Columbia and Drake Law Schools 
and received his JD degree from Drake in 1974. 
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Frontpage Africa 
Tuesday, 9 October 2012  
Editorial 
 
Yes to War Crimes Court for Liberia: US Envoy Suggestion is on Point 
 
Written by FPA Editorial Team 

 
Liberia Must Send a Message to Those 
Who inflicted Harm, maimed and killed 
innocent Liberians That Their Actions 
Have Repercussions.  
 
AMBASSADOR STEVEN RAPP, r
appointed by U.S. President Barack O
as the head of the Office of Global 
Criminal Justice in the U.S. Departm
State struck a chord Tuesday when h
declared that the decision on whether or not 
Liberia should established a war c
court must be left to Liberians to decide. 
 
A

when he held a lunch session with the heads of selected media institutions in Monrovia Tuesday, 
Ambassador Rapp drew contrast between Liberia and Sierra Leone, who said initiated the discussions f
a War Crimes court with the United Nations and the international community. 
 
A
Rapp who used to be a prosecutor at the Special Court for Sierra Leone; It’s a decision for the people o
Liberia. What happened in Sierra Leone let’s not forget is that after the end of the war, their President 
wrote with strong public support for a special court to be established to be a partnership with Sierra Leo
and the United Nations. And the initiative came from the Sierra Leone side and if there is an initiative 
from the Liberian side the rest of the world would respond to that and people in Liberia process the 
consultations on this issue.” 
 
T
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah to then United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan asking the international 
community to try those responsible for crimes during the conflict. The UN in turn adopted on August 
2000,  a resolution requesting the Secretary-General to start negotiations with the Sierra Leonean 
government to create a Special Court. On 16 January 2002, the UN and the government of Sierra L
signed an agreement establishing the court. 
 
W
maimed and killed innocent Liberians that there are repercussions and consequences for their actions. 
 
W
that establishes the truth and recognizes the suffering of the victims which there are hundreds of thousand
– dead and alive, experienced during the civil war and one that is focused on allowing people to live 
together in peace in the future and sends a message that these kinds of crimes, the murder and mutilation 
of children, the sexual violence and use of child soldiers and all of these acts, people understand is wrong 
and this is not the way in which you can gain or keep power and in future those kinds of things will not 
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AT Civil Society and other advocacy groups will take a cue from Ambassador Rapp  and 
egin drawing inputs and suggestions from Liberians across the board in a bid to come up with ideas that 

mber of intolerant Liberians advocating for a return to war simply because 
ey are unhappy with the government of the day or because their voices are not being heard. 

ur problem 
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UNITED KINGDOM STATEMENT TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

BRIEFING BY THE PRESIDENT AND PROSECUTOR OF THE  
SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE 

9 October 2012, 10am 

Ambassador Michael Tatham 

As delivered 

Mr President, 

 

In September 2000, with the adoption of resolution 1315, the Council 

demonstrated its commitment to the fight against impunity and the 

restoration of peace and security in Sierra Leone.  Given its deep concern that 

serious violations of international humanitarian law had been committed in 

Sierra Leone, the Council was determined to bring those responsible to 

account in accordance with international standards of justice, fairness and due 

process of law.  The Council requested the Secretary-General to work with the 

Government of Sierra Leone to establish an independent special court to 

prosecute those persons bearing the greatest responsibility for the commission 

of those crimes, including those leaders who threatened the peace process in 

Sierra Leone. 

 

Today, as we have heard from the President and the Prosecutor of the Special 

Court for Sierra Leone, that vital task is almost complete.  The United Kingdom 

congratulates the Special Court for its significant achievements, and we thank 

the President and Prosecutor for their briefings.  We are also grateful to 

Guatemala for convening this meeting during its Presidency.  Like you, Mr 

President, the United Kingdom believes it is important and timely to take stock 
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of the progress made by the Special Court – to acknowledge how much it has 

achieved and to better understand the tasks that remain. 

 

The United Kingdom looks forward to September 2013, when the Special Court 

is due to become the first modern war crimes tribunal to successfully complete 

its mandate.  We do not underestimate the complexity and significance of the 

appellate proceedings in the case against Charles Taylor. 

 

The United Kingdom strongly believes that the completion of the trial of 

Charles Taylor by the Special Court was a landmark for international justice.  As 

the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom said at the time, the trial 

proceedings played an important role in helping the people of Sierra Leone 

come to terms with the past and consolidate national reconciliation.  And it is 

heartening to hear from the President of the Special Court that the people of 

Sierra Leone and Liberia feel so strongly that the Special Court has contributed 

to bringing peace in their countries.  The Special Court’s prosecution of Charles 

Taylor sends a strong message that the international community will not allow 

serious crimes to be committed with impunity.  And it signals that the reach of 

international justice is long and patient. 

 

Since its inception in 2002, the United Kingdom has been a leading supporter 

of the Special Court.  UK funding has reached approximately $44 million and 

accounts for some 20 percent of the Court’s voluntary contributions to date.  

This includes a contribution of almost $1 million in March this year.  And we re-

affirm our commitment to imprison Charles Taylor in the U nited Kingdom, if 

the Appeals Chamber upholds his conviction and if the President asks us to do 
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so.  Our support for the Special Court will remain strong long after the Taylor 

appeal and the high profile work of the Special Court has come to an end.   

 

But the achievements of the Special Court do not begin and end with Charles 

Taylor in The Hague.  The United Kingdom commends the Special Court in 

Freetown for successfully completing three important trials of eight former 

rebel leaders and for conducting five contempt proceedings. 

 

Furthermore, the Special Court’s invaluable role in building the capacity of the 

Sierra Leonean legal system will certainly be a lasting legacy.  So will the 

Special Court’s vital outreach programmes which have made its work 

accessible to many people in Sierra Leone and Liberia, contributing to 

reconciliation and raising awareness of important issues such as child soldiers 

and sexual violence in armed conflict.  We welcome the way in which the Court 

has developed gender sensitive approaches to witness support and outreach in 

partnership with local women’s organisations and resources. 

 

But the United Kingdom cannot fail to acknowledge the Special Court’s serious 

and challenging financial circumstances.  Funding shortfalls risk the completion 

of appellate proceedings in the Taylor case.  Funds are needed urgently.  

Longer-term, the Residual Special Court requires secure and sustainable 

funding in order to continue to protect witnesses, manage the detention of 

those convicted and protect the archives.  The UK is considering all funding 

options for the Special Court and the Residual Special Court and we urge other 

members of the Council, and indeed all Member States, to do so as well.   
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Mr President, the United Kingdom applauds the Special Court for its ground 

breaking achievements.  We remain ready to support the Special Court as it 

completes its mandate and in order to ensure its legacy is preserved.  

 

































Remarks by Ambassador Jeffrey DeLaurentis, U.S. 
Alternate Representative of the United States for Special 
Political Affairs in the United Nations, at Security 
Council Briefing on Sierra Leone, October 9, 2012  
Jeffrey DeLaurentis 
United States  Ambassador and Alternate Representative for Special Political Affairs  
U.S. Mission to the United Nations  
New York, NY  
October 9, 2012 

 
 

AS DELIVERED 

Thank you, Mr. President. I would like to welcome to the Council today the President 
of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Shireen Fisher, and the Prosecutor, Brenda 
Hollis, as well as the Court’s Registrar, Binta Mansaray, and the Head of the Defense 
Office, Claire Hanciles. Thank you for the briefings and congratulations to you and 
your staffs for the significant achievements of the Special Court to date. We are 
grateful for your dedication and commitment to the pursuit of justice. I would also 
like to thank Guatemala for scheduling this briefing today, and to welcome the 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Sierra Leone to 
the Council. 

Today’s briefings come at a pivotal juncture as the Special Court moves toward the 
end of the final phase of its mandate: the extensive appeals process in the Charles 
Taylor case. The Special Court has been instrumental in contributing to peace and 
stability in Sierra Leone. By creating a transparent and independent judicial process, 
the Court has brought justice and provided accountability for the people of Sierra 
Leone and helped them move on from a painful chapter in their history and that of 
the region. The Special Court, moreover, has broken new ground in the field of 
international criminal law, including through its jurisprudence on the use of child 
soldiers and its recognition that sexual slavery can be a war crime and crime against 
humanity. It has also shown a powerful commitment to gender issues and to 
combating gender-based violence, which we particularly appreciate as we mark the 
12th Anniversary of Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace, and security 
this month. 

Though the trial proceedings in the Charles Taylor case have finished, the work of 
the Court is not yet done. And so we welcome finalization of the Agreement 
between the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone on the 



establishment of a residual court that will come into existence after the conclusion 
of the appeals process. Its important responsibilities will include witness protection, 
investigations and trials for contempt, oversight of prisoners, and handling of 
archives. 

The United States was instrumental in the establishment of the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone. We have appreciated the opportunity to serve on the Special Court’s 
Management Committee and commend the work of the Committee’s Canadian chair 
and UK co-chair. And we are proud to have been the Court’s largest financial 
supporter, contributing over $83 million since its inception, including a recent $2 
million disbursement for fiscal year 2012. 

Given these contributions, we especially appreciate the efforts of President Fisher 
and Registrar Mansaray to reduce costs and improve efficiency in the Special Court’s 
operations and to lay the groundwork for an efficient and successful Residual 
Special Court. The United States welcomes the broad financial support that the 
Court has enjoyed so far. This must continue for the Court to complete its critical 
mandate. President Fisher has reported a projected budget shortfall of $15 million 
dollars to conclude the Court’s work. The United States will endeavor to contribute 
towards closing that gap and urges continued support from the international 
community to both the Court and the Residual Special Court so that justice is 
served, impunity is not tolerated, and Sierra Leone and the region can move forward 
in peace and security. 

The Government of Sierra Leone has been a strong and committed partner of the 
Court, and we fully support the Court’s efforts to transfer its institutional knowledge 
to Sierra Leone authorities. It is important to the country’s ongoing democratic 
development that all lessons of the past be fully absorbed. The Special Court has 
much to offer in this regard. After the Court completes its mandate, the 
international community will of course continue its support for peacebuilding and 
long-term socio-economic development in Sierra Leone. 

Mr. President, the Special Court has built a powerful legacy of fighting against 
impunity and working to bring justice to the people of Sierra Leone. The United 
States looks forward to the successful completion of the Court’s work and the 
smooth transition to the Residual Special Court. 

Thank you. 

### 
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