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Agence France Presse 
Monday, 9 September 2013 
 

Blacksmith turns Liberian civil war arms into art 

      By Zoom Dosso 

 

A Liberian holds an old bazooka as he works for a project to make tools out of weapons in Monrovia, October 7, 
2007. Weapons which were once the cause of untold misery in a nation scarred by civil wars are now being 
transformed into symbols of hope for Liberians. (AFP/File)  

MONROVIA (AFP) – German blacksmith Manfred Zbrzezny and his apprentices hammer, file and weld 
in a steamy, dark workshop on the outskirts of the Liberian capital Monrovia, surrounded by parts for AK-
47s, bazookas and other deadly arms. 

In another lifetime, these weapons were the cause of untold misery in a nation scarred by ruinous back-to-
back civil wars, but now they are being transformed into symbols of hope for Liberians. 

Since 2007, Zbrzezny and his team at Fyrkuna Metalworks have been gathering parts of weapons 
decommissioned during the disarmament process after the conflict ended ten years ago to turn them into 
ornate flowerpots, lamps, furniture and sculptures. 

"It was strange from the beginning to work with weapons or instruments of destruction and suffering. The 
first two years I was working on this it remained very strange to me," Zbrzezny said. 
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"When I had a piece in my hands I would think about what was happening now to the perpetrators who 
used these weapons, and what was happening to the victims, and I would put the piece down to go drink a 
cup of coffee because it was a little bit oppressive." 

Today, as he holds each weapon part, Zbrzezny is able to focus on its potential for bringing healing to the 
people of Liberia. 

"I do some thinking on how to transform it into something different, how to transform something that was 
destructive into something constructive, how to transform something negative into something positive," 
he said. 

Deep psychological and physical wounds remain in Liberia after two civil wars which ran from 1989 to 
2003, leaving a quarter of a million people dead. 

Numerous rebel factions raped, maimed and killed, some making use of drugged-up child soldiers, and 
deep ethnic rivalries and bitterness remain across the west African nation of four million people. 

Zbrzezny, who had worked as a blacksmith in Italy and Germany, came to Liberia in 2005, two years after 
the end of the rebel siege of Monrovia that brought a fragile peace to the west African nation. 

He failed initially to make money out of his trade until in 2007 he was approached by the owners of a 
riverside restaurant who asked if he could put his skills to transforming the parts of old weapons into a 
marine-themed banister. 

The project was such a success that he began making other pieces for the restaurant with parts from 
rocket-propelled grenade launchers and sub-machinegun barrels -- then still commonplace in Monrovia. 

He began collecting weapons parts from a German charity involved in Liberia's disarmament process and 
made a business out of transforming instruments of war into candle stands, bookends, bells and bottle 
openers. 

"So it was by chance that I got into this. Now I employ five young Liberians who are learning the trade at 
the same time," said Zbrzezny, who calls his work "Arms into Art". 

One of Zbrzezny's most ambitious projects was a "peace tree" fashioned in 2011 from weapons parts on 
Providence Island, an iconic part of Monrovia where freed slaves from the United States landed in the 
19th century to found the new republic. 

Momodu Paasawee, the caretaker for the area where the tree is exhibited, said it had become a symbol for 
reconciliation in post-war Liberia. 

"Seeing this tree reminds Liberians that the war has ended and never should we return to war... Tourists 
and Liberian students come here to see the tree," he said. 

"Sometimes people come here believing that this is a real tree but I have to tell them that this is a peace 
tree made out of the barrels of guns." 

Zbrzezny, who is married to a Liberian woman who is expecting their second child, says most of his 
customers are expats, with few Liberians buying his wares. 
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Keen to expand his work, Zbrzezny has been trying to convince the United Nations mission in Liberia to 
donate its weapons scrap. 

-- Leaving the past behind -- 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was set up by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to probe war 
crimes and rights abuses between 1979 and 2003, and particularly during the brutal conflicts that raged in 
1989-96 and 1999-2003. 

The commission said a war crimes court should be set up to prosecute eight ex-warlords for alleged 
crimes against humanity but the government is yet to implement the recommendations. 

A decade after the war, no money has been made available and the only Liberian to face trial is Charles 
Taylor, and that was for his role in neighbouring Sierra Leone's civil conflict, not that in his own country. 

The former leader is appealing a 50-year prison sentence handed down in May last year for supporting 
rebels in Sierra Leone in exchange for "blood diamonds" during a civil war that claimed 120,000 lives 
between 1991 and 2001. 

Meanwhile a generation of traumatised children who witnessed untold horrors in Liberia are now 
struggling to come to terms with their country's violent past as adults. 

Emmanuel Freeman, 28, one of Zbrzezny's apprentices, was a child during most of the conflict and saw 
both of his parents slain. 

"They were killed by guns. These are the same guns I am transforming today into something else," he 
said. "I am excited, happy and very pleased to do that. 

But "sometimes when I am holding the scraps it reminds me what I saw during the war", he added. 
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Fox News 
Tuesday, 10 September 2013 
 
International Criminal Court starts post-election violence trial of Kenya deputy president 
 
 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands – The trial of Kenya's deputy president has opened at the International 
Criminal court on charges of orchestrating deadly violence in the aftermath of his country's disputed 2007 
election. 
 
William Ruto, wearing a dark suit and striped tie, looked confident as the case opened Tuesday with 
Presiding Judge Chile Eboe-Osuji outlining the background of the proceedings. 
 
Ruto and broadcaster Joshua Sang are both accused of murder, deportation and persecution. They insist 
they are innocent. 
 
The case is a critical test for the ICC to demonstrate it can successfully prosecute an African leader. In 
November, Kenya's president Uhuru Kenyatta will stand trial on similar charges. 
 
Prosecutors have complained of widespread witness intimidation leading into the trial and some witnesses 
have refused to testify, throwing the strength of the case into question. 
 
Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/09/10/international-criminal-court-starts-post-election-
violence-trial-kenya-deputy/#ixzz2eToDVuvU
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The Economist 
Saturday, 7 September 2013 
 

It’s show time 

The trial of Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta (pictured right) and his deputy William Ruto (left) could 
affect justice and political stability at home and abroad 

 

FIVE years after a violent election that drove Kenya to the brink of civil war, some of the alleged leading 
perpetrators are at last to go on trial. The first, on September 10th, is William Ruto, a leader of the 
Kalenjin group, who was elected vice-president in March. A month or two later it will be the turn of his 
boss, President Uhuru Kenyatta, a leader of the Kikuyu tribe, who is being tried separately. 

The two men stand accused of pitting their communities against each other in campaigns of ethnic 
cleansing and murder in early 2008 that left a good 1,300 people dead. But they teamed up last year to win 
parliamentary and presidential elections held this March, partly by stirring up national and tribal feeling 
against the International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague, where they are to be tried. 

In this section 

Warnings from Kenya’s Western allies evidently had little effect on the voters. As a result, their relations 
with Mr Kenyatta and his new government have been frosty, though on a visit to London in May he did 
meet Britain’s prime minister. Kenya seems quite cheery. In June the World Bank said its economy 
“could be in a position for a take-off”. With an indictee of the ICC riding so high, the court looks isolated 
as it tries a sitting head of state for the first time. 
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Messrs Kenyatta and Ruto face long prison sentences if convicted. Their trials may last several years and 
could keep Kenya’s leaders away from government business for long, disruptive periods. Strains are 
already showing. Some witnesses who had previously agreed to testify against Mr Kenyatta are unwilling 
to do so now. Their reluctance has resulted in the dropping of separate charges against Francis Muthaura, 
the former head of the civil service, one of several other people originally indicted. 

Partisan coverage in some local papers has fostered the impression that the cases against the two leaders 
have already been fatally weakened. Readers are lapping it up. Since the election, opinion polls show 
waning support for the prosecution. Approval rates for the ICC have dipped from nearly 60% to less than 
40%. 

James Gondi, who campaigns for legal rights, says the country’s leaders are conducting a “propaganda 
war” and parading themselves as heroes defending their communities. But he still hopes that once the 
trials get under way Kenyan consciences will be pricked by the gravity of the charges against the 
president and his deputy. 

The accused have not had it all their own way. Mr Ruto failed in his application to have the hearings 
moved from the Netherlands to Kenya or neighbouring Tanzania. A ruling on a similar appeal by Mr 
Kenyatta is expected on September 7th. The defendants’ attempts to rally support at the UN Security 
Council to have their cases dropped came to nothing. African Union leaders have condemned the 
prosecution of two of their own but none of the 34 African states that signed up to the Rome statute of the 
ICC has withdrawn from it. 

“A perception game is afoot,” says Elizabeth Evenson of Human Rights Watch, a New York-based lobby, 
and so far the ICC has been doing badly. The court looks feeble after dropping charges against one of the 
accused and failing to protect witnesses. Kenyan victim groups say they have been warned against 
watching the hearings on television. Mr Ruto is to travel to The Hague with 100 MPs to show he has 
popular support. They will try to force Kenya to withdraw from the Rome statute, though that would not 
affect the trial. Judges must wonder if the accused will eventually stop turning up, making a mockery of 
the new system of international justice. Whether Kenya or the court would look more isolated is moot. 

Meanwhile, the ICC needs to bolster its credibility elsewhere. It would help if war criminals outside 
Africa were brought before it; the Balkan villains of the 1990s were tried under separate UN-sponsored 
tribunals. While preliminary investigations are under way in Latin America and the Middle East, they 
have so far failed to lead to indictments, let alone convictions. This has allowed the court’s African critics 
to accuse it of “race hunting”, even though most African cases were referred to the ICC by African 
governments; Kenya’s consented. When the ICC’s flamboyant chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno Ocampo, an 
Argentine, stood down, he was replaced by a doughty Gambian lady, Fatou Bensouda. 

In any case, the ICC’s wheels of justice grind too slowly. The court at The Hague, as distinct from the 
temporary tribunals that have judged people in former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, has convicted only one 
person, a Congolese warlord, Thomas Lubanga. That took six years. Some fear the Kenyan trials may take 
even longer. 
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Hirondelle News Agency (Lausanne) 
Saturday, 7 September 2013 
 
Kenya Moves Toward ICC Pullout 
  
Arusha — Kenya's National Assembly voted Thursday to withdraw from the Treaty of Rome, which 
created the International Criminal Court (ICC). Meanwhile, the trial opening in Rwanda of the first 
accused person transferred by the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was again 
postponed. 
 
ICC/KENYA 
 
Kenya moves toward ICC pullout: Kenyan Members of Parliament on Thursday voted to withdraw from 
the Rome Statute, founding treaty of the ICC. This came as the ICC prepares to start trials of the country's 
two top officials. President Uhuru Kenyatta and Deputy President William Ruto, both elected in the first 
round of elections in March, are charged with crimes against humanity committed during post-electoral 
violence in 2007-2008. The ICC reiterated that a withdrawal from the ICC cannot, under the Rome 
Statute, cancel or in any way influence cases already under way. 
 
ICC/NIGERIA 
 
Nigeria urged to arrest Sudanese president: In a decision Friday, the ICC urged Nigeria to immediately 
arrest Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir if another opportunity arises. Bashir, who is the subject of two 
ICC arrest warrants, went to Nigeria in July to take part in an African heads of state summit on AIDS, 
malaria and tuberculosis. The summit ran from July 12 to 16, but Bashir quit the summit before the end of 
the meeting. 
 
RWANDA 
 
Uwinkindi trial postponed again: Rwandan judicial authorities on Thursday postponed once again the trial 
of Pastor Jean Uwinkindi, the first detainee to be transferred by the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR). This came at the accused's own request. A new date of October 11 was set. Pentecostal 
pastor Uwinkindi, 60, is charged with genocide and extermination. 
 
NEXT WEEK 
 
ICC 
 
Ruto trial: The joint trial of Kenyan Deputy President William Ruto and journalist Joshua Sang is due to 
start Tuesday at the ICC. The two men, both of whom are still free, are charged with crimes against 
humanity committed during post-electoral violence in 2007-2008. 
 
FRANCE 
 
Decision on Rwandan extradition request: A French court is due to hand down Thursday a decision on a 
Rwandan extradition request for former deputy army chief of staff Laurent Serubuga, suspected by Kigali 
of involvement in the 1994 genocide. 
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Voice of America 
Monday, 9 September 2013 
 
Key Prosecutor Quits UN-Backed Cambodia War Crimes Tribunal 
 
 
Robert Carmichael 
 
The international prosecutor at Cambodia’s embattled Khmer Rouge tribunal has quit. The resignation of 
Andrew Cayley, who was appointed to the post in December 2009, comes as the court prepares closing 
arguments in its first mini-trial of two surviving Khmer Rouge leaders. 
  
British national Andrew Cayley told VOA that it was no secret he was planning to resign this year, but 
said he was leaving now for personal and professional reasons. He did not elaborate and said his 
resignation will not affect the ongoing prosecutions under his authority. 

  
International prosecutor Andrew Cayley (2010 file photo) 
 
 
Cayley’s departure, which is effective September 16, comes at 
a crucial time in the court’s prosecution of two surviving 
Khmer Rouge leaders: Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan. 
  
Nuon Chea was Pol Pot’s deputy, while Khieu Samphan was 

head of state of the regime that is believed responsible for the deaths of two million people between 1975 
and 1979. 
  
The trial of the elderly defendants - known as Case 002 - is so complex that the court divided it into a 
number of smaller trials. The first of those mini-trials concluded in July. Since then the prosecution, the 
defense and the lawyers for the civil parties have been preparing their closing submissions. 
  
All are scheduled to file their submissions later this month, with the court due to hear arguments in 
October. A judgment is expected next year. 
  
Cayley said that process, as far as the prosecution was concerned, remained on track. 
  
“What I’ve done in the past month - which I undertook to the UN to do - is I’ve put in place measures 
basically that the case will continue to a proper conclusion," said Cayley. "Our written submissions are 
almost complete and will be ready to be filed on the 26th of September. So yes, it’s not an ideal situation, 
but certainly the office is well prepared for my departure. And the office is not just about me - it’s about a 
whole team of people working together, and me departing is not going to affect the quality of the work.” 
  
Cayley’s departure also comes as the court is dealing with a strike by Cambodian staff. They walked out a 
week ago after having not been paid since May. The strike could delay the court’s efforts to hear closing 
submissions by the end of October. 
  
Under the rules of this hybrid tribunal, the Cambodian government is responsible for finding the funds to 
pay national staff - but it says it cannot afford to do so. 
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The United Nations’ role is to fund the international side. But in recent weeks U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon has warned that the court could collapse, and asked countries to donate the three million 
dollars needed to keep the national side running until the end of the year. 
  
Although salaries for international staff are not affected, Cayley says the funding crisis has made the lives 
of his Cambodian co-workers difficult. 
  
“Looking at my national colleagues, it’s not just critical for the functioning of the court; it’s actually 
critical to their lives," said Cayley. "These are people who haven’t been paid for several months, and they 
have families that need to be supported. That’s why I think it needs to be resolved as quickly as possible.” 
  
Despite the litany of problems that have affected the tribunal, Cayley believes it will deliver some 
measure of justice for the Cambodian people. 
  
“Frankly, actually, I don’t really leave here with any disappointments. You know, the court is what it is," 
said Cayley. "It has the challenges that it has. It’s still here - and hopefully will be here to finish the work 
that it has left. I hope at the end of it all the Cambodian people find some level of relief and satisfaction in 
what the court has produced and will produce.” 
  
Cayley’s replacement is U.S. lawyer Nicholas Koumjian, who has worked previously at the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Koumjian is 
scheduled to arrive in Cambodia next month. 
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Washington Post 
Monday, 9 September 2013 
 

Establish a Syrian War Crimes Tribunal 

By Chris Smith, Published: September 9  

Rep. Chris Smith, a Republican from New Jersey, chairs the House Foreign Affairs Committee’s human 
rights panel.  

There is a non-lethal way to help ensure that Bashar al-Assad and other perpetrators of atrocities in Syria 
are held to account not someday far in the future but beginning now. 

The U.N. Security Council must move immediately to establish a Syria War Crimes Tribunal. Past ad hoc 
war crimes tribunals including courts for the former Yugoslavia, Sierra Leone and Rwanda have made a 
difference, but sent thugs to jail after hostilities ended. A new sense of urgency and commitment requires 
initiating investigations and prosecutions now in order to send a clear message to those who commit 
genocide— and all those just following orders — that such barbaric behavior has dire personal 
consequences. 

On Monday, I introduced a bipartisan congressional resolution urging the President to use our voice and 
vote at the United Nations to create the Syrian War Crimes Tribunal. 

Can a U.N. Security Council resolution establishing a Syrian tribunal prevail? Yes. With a Herculean 
diplomatic push by the United States and other interested nations, past success in creating war crimes 
courts can indeed be prologue. Notwithstanding Russia’s solidarity with Serbia during the war in the 
Balkans, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), now in its 20th year, 
passed unanimously. Ditto for the special court in Sierra Leone in 2002. The Rwanda tribunal was created 
in 1994, with China choosing to abstain rather than veto. 

At the Syrian court, no one on either side who commits war crimes, genocide or crimes against humanity 
would be precluded from prosecution. In the early ’90s, the Russians knew that the ICTY was designed to 
hold all transgressors liable for punishment — not just Serbians — and did not veto the U.N. Security 
Council resolution that instituted that court. I believe the Russians, and the Chinese, can be persuaded to 
support or at least abstain from blocking establishment of the court. 

An ad hoc country-specific court has significant advantages over the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
as a venue for justice. For starters, both Syria and the United States are nonmembers of the ICC, although 
mechanisms exist to push prosecutions there. The ICC has operated since 2002 and boasts only one 
conviction. By way of contrast, the Yugoslavia court convicted 67 people, Rwanda 26 and the Sierra 
Leone court sent 16 to prison. Moreover, a singularly focused Syrian War Crimes Tribunal court that 
provides Syrians themselves with some degree of ownership at some point in the process will likely 
enhance its effectiveness. 

Meanwhile, the Obama administration push for military strikes intensifies. 

At a House Foreign Affairs hearing last week, I asked Secretary of State John Kerry if there was proof 
that Bashar al-Assad had ordered the August 21 chemical weapons attack in a suburb of Damascus. I also 

http://chrissmith.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=347777
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ha/icty/icty.html
http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?docid=3dda0ee14
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/International%20Law/r1012_sceatsbreslin.pdf
http://www.salon.com/2012/07/01/international_criminal_court_turns_10/
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asked him for rudimentary clarity of mission by defining “limited strike” and the expected “duration” of 
any potential U.S. attack. 

Astonishingly, Secretary Kerry failed to answer those pertinent questions. 

Yet each day, the Obama team grows shriller suggesting that not using military force constitutes doing 
nothing. Support missiles and bombs or the moral implication is that you embrace the status quo. 

Never does the Obama team admit that wielding powerful weapons against Syria is fraught with 
potentially disastrous consequences not just inside the war-torn country but throughout the region. In the 
president’s rush to bomb, no one knows for sure whether U.S. strikes will mitigate or exacerbate the 
violence. And with the rebels’ ranks swelling with al-Qaeda extremists, does military action by the United 
States help or hinder any future transition to humane and responsible governance in a free Syria? What are 
the risks to U.S. service members and allies in the region? 

Additionally, the ugly specter of innocent Syrian civilians either killed or wounded by U.S. firepower 
cannot be overlooked, trivialized or dismissed.  

Switch gears, Mr. President. Fight to establish the Syrian war crimes court and hold both Assad and the 
rebels who commit egregious crimes to account. 
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