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Sunday, April 10, 2005

Lawmakers: Arrest Liberia's ex-dictator
By Ken Guggenheim

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At a time that President Bush says he is taking a strong stand against
tyranny, some members of Congress say he is doing little to bring one of the world's most

notorious dictators to justice.

Former Liberian President Charles Taylor is under indictment by a war-crimes tribunal,
accused of crimes against humanity. Yet he continues to live comfortably in exile in
Nigeria. International officials say he is meddling in politics in Liberia and elsewhere in
West Africa.

In resolutions, floor debates and interviews, legislators of both parties have been urging
the Bush administration to press Nigeria to turn over Taylor to the U.N.-backed Special
Court for Sierra Leone. Taylor, a former warlord, is accused of directing Sierra Leone's
notoriously brutal Revolutionary United Front rebels and trafficking in guns and
diamonds.

Rep. Ed Royce, R-Calif., plans to introduce a resolution this week calling on Nigeria to
transfer Taylor to the international court. The idea is "having Congress take the lead on
setting a policy," Royce said.

Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont, top Democrat on the subcommittee that appropriates
foreign aid, offered a measure last week calling on the United States to use "its voice and
vote" at the United Nations to force Taylor's transfer.

"Despite assurances by the State Department more than a year ago that Taylor will
ultimately appear before the court, they have made little effort to get him there and, even
worse, they seem to have no strategy for doing so," Leahy said.

The State Department says it is working on getting Taylor turned over to the court, but
declined to provide details. Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., said he has discussed Taylor with
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and other U.S. officials and has received assurances
they would pursue the matter.

Still, he said, "I think we can do more."
The congressional efforts follow the European Parliament's adoption of a resolution

calling for Taylor to be brought before the court. It also comes as court officials have
been lobbying U.S. officials to take a stronger stand.
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Witness accuses former Sierra Leone rebels of forcing
cannibalism

FREETOWN, April 8 (AFP) - A prosecution witness in the trial of three former
followers of ex-junta chief Johnny Paul Koroma testified Friday how she was
kidnapped, raped and forced to "eat a human heart" by rebels in 1999.



lle Exclusive, Mondsy, Agi] 1], 2005

By Joszoh Turay
TF1 263 prosecution witness
for the Special Court has ex- - -
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Witness TF1:263 a- tormer

rebel, yestérday disclosed mf""

court that the tlrst accused
in the -

‘orders tor UNAMSIL

ongomg”'
Revolutxonary United Front,“f
(RUF)- Issa Sesay gave .in
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ammunition. *From where.

| was hiding behind a

mango tree, I saw Gen. Issa. -

giving orders for his boys

to arest the UNAMSIL.

peacekeepers stationed
" there and to take away all
their belongings,” he went
on to explain. The wimess
further told the court that
the peacekeepurs then
came out of th. i camps in
shorts and the rebels placed
them in wucks and were
taken away to _Teko
Bamacks ogether with all
their prc serties. According
to the - uness, the next day
he w_ut to Teko Bamacks
in search of his brother
~ho was ‘ll_fo a rebel aud

upon, carrival, he saw the.
peacs i\eepus seated on the
floo. surrounded by tebels.

"Gy it Issa and Morris Kallon v

avd other elders whom 1 did
not 1ieg¢gi1ise were present at
the scene and the guards were
makmg, atrangements for the
peacekeepus to be taken to
Kono, " he said. The wimess
alsdl,in' his testimony told the
court that on their w ay-to
Makeni from. the Northern
Jun"le they set Binkolo on
fire. He said that, it was one
Col. Savage who gave the
orders for them to set the
town on fire, to light it up as
the place was too dark and
he cannot see. He revealed
that when they arrived in
Makeni “we_launched an

attack at Teko Baracks. where
the ECOMOG force was based
which lasted for three days.”
The witness said that on the

“fourth da_\' they started looting
.within the township of Makeni.

Explaining further. the witmess
said that he was at Superman’s
house when they received
information from 33 requesting
reinforcément for Freetown. *On
my way home the same dav [ sawn
two trucks and in one of thein
was Gen Issa capturing tebels
with guns and putting them:in
these trucks.”™ he said. These
trucks. he said. later took oft from
Issa’s place for Freetown. with
him onboard. He added that he
did not go to Freetown but
dropped at Lunsar on the orders

of Issa.
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Witness

By Odilia French
Witness, TF1-085 while
testifying at the special
court yesterday recounted
how his hand was
amputated by rebels
during the Jan 6 invasion
in Kissy. Led in evidence

by Prosecutor, Sharan
Parmar; he said that after
his house was set ablaze,
he was trying to escape
when rebels captured
him together with seven
other people. According
to him, “they searched

Winess reveals
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reveals howh

our pockets and took
away the money we had
and then told us that we
are going to be killed.”
He went on, “the seven
people in front of me all
fell down as they were
shot at. My_x_.ﬁ)ld plated

is hand was chopped off

wrist watch, which cost
about $300 was taken by
one of the commanders
who sentenced me to

amputation of the hand.” "

The witness said that he
pleaded with them but they
did not listen to him;

ow bis hand was chope

“which they did.” He

Said

adding that he was then
forced to the ground “and
one of the rebels took out
an axe and chopped off my
hand.” He further
explained that he was
taken from Kissy on a

wheelbarrow to  the

“People’s

plantation.

Satellite Clinic at King
Harman Road and then to
the Connaught Hospital.
“At Satellite Clinic, there
were a lot of people like me
whose hands and feet have
been amputated and on my
Contd. Page 2 .

way to the Connaught
Hospital the streets were
littered with dead bodies,” he
‘said. The witness also told the
court how one Akim a man
in  military  uniform

threatened that they would

turn Kissy into a desert,

that tire rebels spri nkled
petrol on the houses and set
fire on them and the whole
Kissy was on fire. He said
that his own house was also
set ablaze and had to jump
out of the window to escape
and. hid himself in'a banana

properties which include’
TVs and anything valuable
were taken away. Also
people were placed in
vehicles and taken away and
up to this day L have not seen
those people,” the witness
further revealed.



