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Independent Observer 
Tuesday, 11 July 2006 
 
WEST AFRICA: Mixed Feelings Over Charles Taylor’s Transfer to The Hague 
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The Monitor 
June Edition 
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The Monitor 
June Edition 
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The Exclusive 
Tuesday, 11 July 2006 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: Zogie is the son of Mary Yema Ganda of Public Affairs.s
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Sunday, 9 July 2006 
http://www.starradio.org.lr/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=561&Itemid=2 
 
War crimes advocates to go on hunger strike      
    
Written by Edwin Clarke      
Sunday, 09 July 2006   
 
The Forum for the Establishment of a War Crimes court in Liberia says it would stage a three-day hunger strike 
shortly.  
 
The Chairman of the Forum told Star radio during the hunger strike, hundreds of the Forum members would sit 
outside the grounds of the Executive Mansion. 
 
Mr. Mulbah Morlu said the sit in is intended to compel both the Executive and Legislative branches of government 
request the UN to establish a war crimes court in Liberia. 
 
Mr. Mulbah said their campaign remains unbending until perpetrators of heinous crimes in Liberia are brought to 
justice. 
 
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan told reporters during his visit to Liberia that only the government 
could request a special court for Liberia.     
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United Nations Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 10 July 2006 

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
07/10/2006 08:29:16  
Liberian government to hold donor conference  
Monrovia_(dpa) _ The Liberian government announced Monday that it plans to host a two-
day donor conference in the Liberian capital Monrovia this week for the reconstruction of the 
war-battered country. The conference is expected to begin Wednesday, according to a 
Liberian Finance Ministry statement. The conference aims to focus on a "comprehensive 
stock-taking of the first six months of the new government, economic revitalization and 
institutional reform as well as the combating of corruption."  
 

Local Media – Newspapers  

Donor Conference on Liberia Begins on Wednesday 
 (The News, The Inquirer, The Analyst, Heritage and The Informer) 

• Liberia’s Ministry of Finance has released the calendar of events of a major donor 
conference scheduled to commence this Wednesday in the Conference Room of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Monrovia. The donor conference will focus on the 
strategic interest of Liberia.  

 
Nigeria Promises to Help Reform Liberia’s Security Sector 
 (The Inquirer, Daily Observer and The Analyst) 

• The Nigerian Government has promised to help support Liberia’s security sector 
reform, mainly the new Armed Forces of Liberia. At a meeting with Liberian Defense 
authorities in Monrovia recently, the Chief of Defense Staff of the Nigerian Army, 
General Martin Luther Agwaia, said that his country would help Liberia build an army 
that would be subject to civil authority and protect the interest of the country. 

 
US Congressional Team Wants Independent Legislature in Liberia 
(The Analyst, Heritage, New Democrat and The Informer) 

• A 16-member U.S. Congressional delegation has called for the independence of the 
Liberian legislature which would oversee the executive branch of government. 

 
Lawmaker Wants UN Maintain Ban on Speaker Snowe 
(New Democrat) 

• A member of the House of Representatives has urged the United Nations to maintain 
its travel ban on Speaker Edwin Snowe. Representative Edward Forh said that Mr. 
Snowe’s covert activities require that he remains on the travel UN ban. 

 

Government Reduces Tariffs on Educational and Building Materials 
(The News, New Democrat and Liberian Express) 
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• The Liberian government over the weekend announced a reduction in the tariff on 
educational and building materials in the country. 

 

UNMIL Decorates Ghanaian Contingent with Peacekeeping Medals 
(The News, New Democrat, The Informer and Liberian Express) 

• Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss on Saturday decorated 
132 peacekeepers of the Ghanaian contingent serving in the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL). Mr. Doss praised the peacekeepers for their professionalism and 
dedication during their service in Liberia. 

 
Deputy Special Representative Pays Acquaintance Visit to Western Liberia 
(The Informer) 

• Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Operations and Rule of 
Law, Luiz Carlos da Costa, recently traveled to the Western Liberian County of Grand 
Cape Mount, approximately 120 kilometers away from Monrovia, to acquaint himself 
with the priorities of the county during this period of peace consolidation and 
restoration of civil authorities. 

 
DDRR Produces 60,000 Trained Artisan Workers 
(Liberian Express) 

• Nearly 60,000 former combatants have now accessed vocational training and 
educational programs in the country. J. Varney Okai, Personnel Director of the 
National Commission on Disarmament, Demobilization, Resettlement and 
Reintegration (NCDDRR), made the disclosure recently and reaffirmed the 
Commission’s commitment to providing employment opportunities for ex-combatants 
who have graduated from the program.  

 
 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
UN Envoy Praises Nigerian Peacekeepers 

• Speaking over the weekend during a medal parade by the UNMIL Nigerian contingent, 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss praised Nigeria for its 
peacekeeping role, saying that without Nigeria’s contribution to UNMIL, the return of 
peace to Liberia would have been far more difficult to achieve.  

 
Government announces major donor conference  

(Also reported on Star Radio) 
 

UNMIL calls for police presence in Cape Mount   
• Speaking in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County over the weekend Deputy Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General for Operations and Rule of Law Luiz Carlos 
da Costa called for adequate police presence in the area as part of the efforts to 
strengthen state authority. 

 (Also reported on Star Radio) 
 
 
STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
More Government Lawyers Needed 

• Solicitor General Tiawon Gongloe said in Monrovia recently that the government 
needed more lawyers to sustain the peace in Liberia as there will be no recourse to 
war where justice is properly dispensed.   
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War crimes advocates to go on hunger strike    

• The Forum for the Establishment of a War Crimes court in Liberia said over the 
weekend that it would shortly embark on a three-day hunger strike and sit in on the 
grounds of the Executive Mansion to compel both the Executive and Legislative 
branches of government to request the UN to establish a war crimes court in Liberia. 

 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary 
and UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you 
are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of 
the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org. 

mailto:armahj@un.org
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Amnesty International 
Tuesday, 11 July 2006 
 

"Right of Choice": Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2006 
 
This Amnesty International Report documents human rights abuses in 150 countries around
the world. It highlights the need for governments, the international community, armed 
groups and others in positions of power or influence to take responsibility. 
 
Death penalty 
 
At least 2,148 people were executed in 2005 and at least another 5,186 were sentenced to 
death. These figures only reflect cases known to AI; the true figures were certainly higher.  
As in previous years, the vast majority of executions took place in only a handful of countries: 
94 per cent of executions in 2005 were in China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the USA.  
In 2005 Mexico and Liberia abolished the death penalty for all crimes, bringing the number of 
countries that are abolitionist for all crimes to 86. At the end of 2005, 122 countries were 
abolitionist, either in law or practice.  
 
The campaign against the death penalty gained strength in the course of 2005. The third World 
Day Against the Death Penalty, on 10 October, was marked in more than 50 countries and 
territories, including Benin, Congo, China (Hong Kong), the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, France, Germany, India, Japan, Mali, Puerto Rico, Sierra Leone and Togo.  
 
There was progress also at the UN level. UN Resolution 2005/59 on the question of the death 
penalty, passed in April 2005, came the closest yet to condemning the death penalty as a 
violation of human rights. The resolution affirms the right to life and declares, significantly, 
that abolition is "essential for the protection of this right". Resolution 2005/59 was co-
sponsored by 81 UN member states, the highest number ever.  
 
One of the most powerful arguments against capital punishment is the inherent risk of 
executing the innocent. In 2005 both China and the USA released people from death row who 
had been wrongly convicted: China also acknowledged that innocent people had been 
executed. Unfair trials have led to executions in many countries; in 2005 people were executed 
in Iran, Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan, reportedly without being given the benefit of due 
process of law, and therefore not afforded sufficient opportunity to present evidence of their 
innocence.  
 
Discrimination based on a wide range of characteristics such as ethnicity, religion and poverty 
manifested itself at every stage of the death penalty process.  
In a large number of countries, including India, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam, information about 
the death penalty remained secret. Sometimes information was withheld not only from the 
public but even from the victims. Japan remained one of the countries where inmates are not 
told when they are going to be executed until a few hours before their death. Just five hours 
before they were beheaded, six Somali nationals put to death in Saudi Arabia in April were 
reportedly still unaware that they were at risk of execution. 
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Even members of groups protected from the death penalty by international law and standards - 
such as juvenile offenders and the mentally disabled - were executed in 2005. In a welcome 
judgment on 1 March 2005 the US Supreme Court ruled that the use of the death penalty 
against people under the age of 18 was unconstitutional, leading to more than 70 child 
offenders under sentence of death having their sentences commuted. Concerns remained, 
however, that the Supreme Court's ruling did not apply to Quantanamo detainees who were 
juveniles when they were detained. 
 
International Justice 
 
2005 saw some significant developments towards bringing to justice those responsible for 
crimes under international law, including genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, 
torture, extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances. However, there was also 
continuing widespread impunity in national courts in the states where crimes were committed, 
as well as only limited use of universal jurisdiction by courts in other states. 
In October, the International Criminal Court (ICC) announced its first ever arrest warrants for 
five leaders of the Lord's Resistance Army for crimes against humanity and war crimes 
committed in northern Uganda.  
 
The ICC continued to investigate crimes committed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
but did not issue any arrest warrants during 2005.  
While the UN Security Council's referral to the ICC of crimes committed in Darfur, Sudan, 
was a positive step in addressing impunity, it was disappointing that the Security Council, as 
part of a compromise to ensure US support, included in its resolution a provision to exempt 
nationals of states not party to the Rome Statute of the ICC (other than Sudan) from the 
jurisdiction of the Court. In AI's view, this provision creates double standards of justice and 
violates the UN Charter and other international law. 
 
The struggle against impunity was reinforced by the work of other international and 
internationalized courts, notwithstanding some constraints and setbacks. The Special Court for 
Sierra Leone advanced in three trials involving nine suspects charged with war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.  
 
Some progress was made in establishing special courts - Extraordinary Chambers - for 
Cambodia. These were expected to try no more than half a dozen people for crimes committed 
while the Khmer Rouge were in power, while tens of thousands of others continued to benefit 
from a national amnesty. AI was concerned about the composition of the courts and whether 
the Cambodian judges would have the necessary training and experience, given the serious 
weaknesses in the Cambodian judicial system.  
 
National courts in a number of countries also contributed to the effort to end impunity by 
investigating and prosecuting crimes committed in other countries using universal jurisdiction 
legislation. People were convicted of crimes under international law in Belgium, France, the 
Netherlands, Spain and the UK. Canada opened its first case under its universal jurisdiction 
legislation of 2000, charging Desire Munyaneza with genocide, crimes against humanity and 
war crimes committed in 1994 in Rwanda.  
 
In September, Belgium issued a request for Senegal to extradite the former president of Chad, 
Hissene Habre, to face prosecution for the murder of at least 40,000 people, systematic torture, 
arbitrary arrests and other crimes, but Senegal referred the matter to the African Union. In 
November, former Peruvian president Alberto Fujimori was arrested in Chile. He had been 
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shielded from prosecution for extrajudicial executions and "disappearances" by Japan, which 
refused to extradite him to Peru. The long-awaited trial of Saddam Hussain started in Iraq in 
October.  
 
Despite progress on international justice, much more remained to be done to address impunity. 
2005 was the 10th anniversary of the massacre of around 8,000 Bosnian Muslims after the UN 
"safe area" of Srebrenica fell to the Bosnian Serb Army in 1995. While crimes committed in 
Srebrenica have been recognized as amounting to genocide by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the women of Srebrenica whose husbands and sons were 
killed are still waiting for most of the perpetrators to be brought to justice. In June, AI voiced 
concerns to the UN Security Council about its efforts to close the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia without establishing effective national courts to deal with 
the tens of thousands of crimes that the Tribunal was not able to investigate and prosecute. 
(There were similar concerns over the future of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda.) 
 
At the international level, the courts and tribunals require the full support of states, in terms 
both of providing resources and of exercising the political will to hand over suspects. At the 
national level, obstacles to prosecutions, such as amnesties, have to be removed, and where 
national justice systems have been destroyed by conflict long-term rebuilding plans are 
urgently needed. While the increase in universal jurisdiction cases in 2005 was welcome, states 
still have to ensure that they do not provide a safe haven for people accused of crimes under 
international law. 
 
Refugees, asylum-seekers and internally displaced persons 
In recent years, the number of refugees worldwide has fallen significantly, but the reality in 
2005 was more complex and far bleaker than the numbers suggested.  
In all, more than 5 million refugees were returned - not all voluntarily - to their countries of 
origin between 2001 and 2004. Many of the returns took place to countries such as 
Afghanistan, Angola, Burundi, Iraq and Liberia where their safety and dignity could not 
necessarily be guaranteed. Some returns breached the fundamental principle of non-
refoulement - the cornerstone of international refugee protection - that no one should be 
returned against their will to a situation where they would be at risk of serious human rights 
abuse. 
 
In many countries, asylum-seekers were excluded from seeking protection, either physically or 
by procedures that failed to provide a fair hearing. In Greece, for example, in 2004 just 11 
asylum-seekers were recognized as refugees and 3,731 were rejected. The refusal rate in fast-
track asylum procedures in the UK was 99 per cent. In South Africa some asylum-seekers 
were arbitrarily deported because of corrupt practices at refugee reception centres and borders. 
In China hundreds, possibly thousands, of North Korean asylum-seekers were arrested and 
expelled with no opportunity to claim asylum. 
 
While the number of people crossing international borders in search of protection fell, the 
number of internally displaced persons remained unchanged at 25 million in 2004, many of 
whom had been displaced for years. The UN Secretary-General's March 2005 report on the 
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, In Larger Freedom, recommended 
strengthening the inter-agency response to the protection and assistance needs of internally 
displaced people. The resulting new inter-agency "cluster approach" promised to deliver 
greater accountability, but it remained to be seen whether it would deliver more predictable, 
robust and coherent protection to the millions of internally displaced people around the world.
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For governments keen to minimize their obligations to protect refugees, the rhetoric of the 
"war on terror" provided yet another excuse to increase border controls. In many countries, 
politicians and the media fuelled xenophobia and racism, falsely linking refugees with 
terrorism and criminality and whipping up hostility towards asylum-seekers. 
 
Stop Violence Against Women 
 
The attacks on women's rights, the changed global security context and the lack of will by 
states to implement international human rights standards formed the backdrop against which 
AI continued throughout 2005 to join with women's groups around the world to promote 
women's human rights. 
 
Areas of progress included new legislation in a number of countries which reduced 
discrimination against women. In Ethiopia, a new Penal Code removed the marital exemption 
for the crimes of bride abduction and associated rape. The Kuwaiti Parliament amended the 
electoral law to grant women the right to vote and stand for election. AI welcomed the entry 
into force of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights 
of Women in Africa.  
 
Despite the gains made by the global women's movement over recent years, pervasive 
discrimination and impunity for crimes of violence against women continued to undermine 
women's fundamental rights to freedom, security and justice. 
AI's campaign to Stop Violence against Women concentrated during 2005 largely on violence 
against women in armed conflict, violence within the family and the role of women human 
rights defenders.  
 
As its campaign increasingly focused on the private sphere of violence in intimate 
relationships, AI emphasized the duty of governments to intervene to adequately protect, 
respect, promote and fulfill women's human rights. AI produced reports documenting domestic 
violence in a number of countries including Afghanistan, Guatemala, Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries, India, Iraq, Israel and the Occupied Territories, Nigeria, the Russian 
Federation, Spain and Sweden. Reports were also issued on the impact of guns on women's 
lives, and on women, violence and health.  
 
The long-term impact of violence against women was also highlighted in a major World 
Health Organization study published in 2005. As AI has consistently argued, violence against 
women causes prolonged physical and psychological suffering to women, and has 
repercussions for the well-being and security of their families and communities. The 
connection between violence against women as a human rights issue and as a public health 
crisis led AI to accept an invitation to join the Leadership Council of the Global Coalition on 
Women and AIDS. 
 
The need for integrated approaches to combating violence against women was highlighted by 
two 2005 decisions by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women. The Committee called for a thorough, systemic revision of the criminal justice 
apparatus, and for mass popular education to address structural discrimination against women. 
In this case, the Committee reaffirmed that, where government authorities fail to exercise due 
diligence to prevent, investigate and punish violations of rights, states themselves bear 
responsibility for actions of perpetrators. 
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BBC 
Monday, 10 July 2006 
 
Top Serbs tried for Kosovo crimes  
  
Ex-Serbian President Milan Milutinovic is one of those charged 
 
The largest trial of senior Serbian officials has begun at The Hague's International War Crimes 
Tribunal.  
 
Six men, including ex-President Milan Milutinovic, face war crimes charges over the actions of 
Serb troops during the conflict in Kosovo in 1999.  
 
The six deny murdering, persecuting and deporting ethnic Albanians.  
 
The case has taken on a new importance after the death of ex-Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic during a trial on similar charges.  
 
Opening the proceedings, prosecutor Thomas Hannis reminded the court of the stark images that 
preceded Nato military action in 1999.  
  
THE ACCUSED  
Milan Milutinovic ex-Serbian President 
Nikola Sainovic ex-deputy PM of Yugoslavia 
Dragoljub Ojdanic ex-army chief of staff 
Nebojsa Pavkovic ex-Kosovo army commander 
Vladimir Lazarevic ex-commander, Pristina Corps 
Sreten Lukic ex-Kosovo police chief 
  
Trial in Milosevic's shadow  
 
"In 1999, Kosovo was prominent in international headlines and video images of conflict and 
convoys of thousands of Kosovo Albanian refugees," he said.  
 
"We are going to explain why."  
 
Mr Milutinovic is in the dock alongside former Yugoslav deputy Prime Minister Nikola Sainovic, 
ex-army chief of staff Dragoljub Ojdanic and three former generals - Nebojsa Pavkovic, Vladimir 
Lazarevic and security chief, Sreten Lukic.  
 
They are charged with involvement in the murder, sexual assault and forced deportation of 
Kosovo Albanian civilians, as well as the destruction of their religious sites.  
 
'Systematic'  
 
The trial of the six men, Mr Hannis said, was about establishing who was responsible for acting 
against Kosovo's Albanian community.  
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Mr Hannis outlined the complex history of Serbia's relationship with Kosovo, which holds a 
central place in Serbian history and was a key part of Slobodan Milosevic's nationalist creed.  
The six are accused of forming a "joint criminal enterprise" with Mr Milosevic.  
 
Mr Hannis told the court that Serbian forces forced some 800,000 Kosovo Albanians to flee their 
homes and villages.  
 
He spoke of "widespread and systematic" murder, bombing, robbery and rape by Serbian forces 
across the province.  
 
The six defendants had aimed to alter the ethnic balance in the province to ensure Serb control in 
Kosovo, Mr Hannis said.  
 
In addition, Mr Hannis suggested, a culture of impunity existed in Serbia which meant crimes by 
Serbs against Kosovo Albanians were rarely investigated, if ever.  
 
Mr Milosevic, widely seen as the architect of the Serbian activities in Kosovo, died in his cell in 
March, four years into his trial at The Hague.  
 
His death means the tribunal has yet to establish legally what happened in Kosovo in 1999.  
The fresh proceedings at The Hague may be lengthy.  
 
The prosecution says it needs at last a year to submit its evidence against the six defendants, and 
the defence is likely to take at least as long. 
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BBC 
Friday, 7 July 2006 
 
Rwandan officer's jail term cut  
 
A former Rwandan army officer jailed by an international court for his role in the 1994 genocide has had his 
sentence cut from 27 to 12 years on appeal.  
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda found former Lt Samuel Imanishimwe not guilty of two of the five 
counts on which he was convicted.  
 
In another appeal case, former mayor Sylvestre Gacumbitsi had a 30-year jail sentence increased to life.  
 
Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were killed during the 1994 genocide.  
 
Mr Imanishimwe had asked the appeal court to overturn all his convictions, while prosecutors had appealed for his 
sentence to be increased to life.  
 
 

 ARUSHA TRIBUNAL  
26 suspects on trial or awaiting judgement  
25 convictions  
3 acquittal  

  
 
Mr Imanishimwe - the commander of the Karambo military camp at the time of the genocide - was originally 
found guilty of authorising the arrest, detention, mistreatment, and execution of civilians.  
He was the first army officer serving at the time of the genocide to be convicted by the tribunal.  
 
In another sitting, appeal judges ruled that the 30-year sentence imposed on Mr Gacumbitsi in 2004 was too lenient.  
 
Mr Gacumbitsi, former mayor of Rusomo in eastern Rwanda, was convicted in 2004 of genocide, extermination 
and rape as a crime against humanity.  
 
The tribunal, established in the Tanzanian town of Arusha in 1994, has so far convicted 28 ringleaders of the 
genocide.  
 
Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/5157838.stm
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Washington Times 
Tuesday, 11 July 2006 
 
Judges, lawyers feel weight of Saddam's trial 
 
By Katie Stuhldreher 
 
The judges and the attorneys for both the prosecution and the defense in the trial of former Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein agree on only one thing -- that the experience has changed their lives forever, according to participants in 
the trial.  
 
    The judges "knew that being shown on TV during the [Iraqi High Tribunal] trials would change their lives, that 
they and their families would be targets of violence both during the trial and in the years that follow. They seemed 
both enthusiastic and at the same time a bit concerned," said Michael Scharf, a Case Western Reserve University 
law professor who trained Iraqi judges for the trial.  
 
    Yet, Mr. Scharf said, the judges are showing a "great deal of bravery" and are "absolutely committed to achieving 
justice for atrocity crimes in Iraq."  
 
    Mr. Scharf said the high level of publicity in the trial had put pressure on everyone involved.  
 
    "What was truly amazing about the Saddam trial is that it was televised gavel-to-gavel in Iraq, and the 
international media broadcast daily highlights with translations," he said.  
 
    He pointed out that although the trial was not unfair, it was "among the messiest in history," and each mistake 
was "made for all to see -- and for TV commentators to dissect."  
 
    David Crane, former U.N. undersecretary-general and ex-chief prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, 
said publicity is key to the trial's effect on the formation of the new Iraqi state.  
 
    "The real point ... is how the trial is perceived by Iraqis. Sure, there are some Saddam loyalists who will never be 
satisfied, and also many victims who will want revenge -- which in that part of the world is an eye for an eye. But, if 
they think justice was done, they might not be happy with the verdict, but they will be able to live with it," he said.  
    Not only do the judges have to deal with publicity and the pressure of ensuring justice in a crucial trial, but many 
fear for their safety, specialists said.  
 
    Yesterday, Chief Judge Raouf Abdel-Rahman expressed regret over the latest killing of a defense attorney and 
acknowledged the risk to all officers of the court, the Associated Press reported from Baghdad.  
 
    Three members of the defense team have been killed since the beginning of the trial in October. The defense 
team, which was scheduled to begin closing arguments yesterday, instead announced a boycott of the proceedings 
over the abduction and fatal shooting on June 21 of defense attorney Khamis al-Obeidi.  
 
    Members of the defense team last month enumerated their demands, including family relocation, U.S. military 
protection, emergency telephone access for military protection, and funding for living and working expenses.  
 
    "Representing truth and justice against those who do not respect the law and wish to bend it to fit their political 
ambitions is always frightening," Curtis Doebbler, a member of the defense team, wrote in an e-mail to The 
Washington Times.  
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    Yesterday, Saddam sent a letter to the chief judge, saying, "There's a deliberate attempt to convict us as a result of 
a malicious American desire, aided by disgusting collaborators in Iraq." He said the trial was unfair and the tribunal 
unlawful, according to AP.  
 
    A court spokesman said that the judge dismissed the defense team's demands and that the court would appoint 
new lawyers to deliver closing statements if necessary, AP reported.  
 
    Saddam and seven other defendants, including his half-brother, face death by hanging in the execution of more 
than 140 Shi'ites in Dujail, Iraq, in 1982. Saddam faces a second trial, set to begin mid-August, on charges of killing 
thousands of Kurds in northern Iraq in the 1980s.  



 24

 
 

Special Court Supplement 
Dr Donald Harding, Special Court Medical Officer, on Typhoid 

 
There has been much talk about typhoid fever lately.  Steps have been taken to improve 
on the hygienic conditions in the cafeteria. We can tell you that there are no active 
carriers of the typhoid germs in the cafeteria  Here are a few facts about typhoid fever.                
 
TYPHOID FEVER 
 
Typhoid fever is an infection caused by the bacterium Salmonella Typhi. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
How is typhoid fever spread?  
 
Salmonella Typhi lives only in humans. Persons with typhoid fever carry the bacteria in 
their bloodstream and intestinal tract. In addition, a small number of persons, called 

carriers, recover from typhoid fever but continue to carry the bacteria. Both ill persons and carriers shed the germs 
in their stool. 
 
You can get typhoid fever if you eat or drink beverages that have been handled by a person who is shedding the 
bacteria or if sewage contaminated with the Salmonella Typhi bacteria gets into the water you use for drinking or 
washing food. Shellfish taken from sewage-contaminated beds is a route of infection.  Flies may spread the bacteria 
directly from faeces to food. Once the bacteria are eaten or drunk, they multiply and spread into the bloodstream. 
What are the signs and symptoms of typhoid fever? 
 
Sustained high fever 39 - 40C (103 - 104F) ,  Headache,  Loss of appetite, Malaise, Constipation or diarrhoea,  
Stomach pains. In some cases patients have flat rose coloured spots. 
 
Diagnosis is confirmed by identifying the Salmonella Typhi bacteria in cultures of blood and stool samples. 
 
Prevention 
 
1. Practise proper hygiene. Wash your hands with soap before handling food. 
2. Avoid risky foods and drinks 
3. Get vaccinated. 
 
Drink bottled water or if you drink tap water bring it to boil before you drink it.  Ask for drinks without ice, unless 
the ice is made from bottled or boiled water. Eat foods that have been thoroughly cooked.  Wash vegetables and 
fruits very well before consuming them. Peel those that can be peeled. Avoid foods from street vendors.  
 
Vaccination 
 
It is advisable to consider being vaccinated, if you are travelling to a country where typhoid is common. The 
vaccine gives about 70% protection and is effective a week after administration. Typhoid vaccines lose 
effectiveness after several years.
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Special Court Supplement 
New Members of Staff – 7 June through 7 July 2006 

 
 

Thomas I. K. George (Courtroom 
Officer) started work at the Special 
Court on 26 June. 
 
Prior to his appointment, Mr G
was a legal researcher with Defence 
for Children International in 
Freetown. He also served with 
UNAMSIL as Rule of Law 
Assistant. He later worked with the 

Sierra Leone Court Monitoring Programme as Court 
Monitor and served briefly as acting Programme 
Director. 

eorge 

 
Thomas George graduated from Fourah Bay College 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in International 
Relations. He later received a Bachelor of Law degree. 
 
He enjoys listening to music, reading and going on 
excursions. 

 
Herman von Hebel (Deputy 
Registrar) took up his post at the 
Special Court on Friday, 7 July. He 
brought with him his legal pedigree 
in both  national and international 
law. Before joining the Court, Mr 
von Hebel worked for five and a 
half years with the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), where he 

served as Senior Legal Officer responsible for 
coordinating work in the ICTY's Trial Chamber II. 
 
He was a member of the Dutch delegation to the Rome 
Conference and Preparatory Commission on the 
establishment of the ICC; he also served the 
Commission in other capacities including as chairman 
of the working group on the definition of war crimes 
and on the elements of crimes. 
 
Mr von Hebel was also Legal Adviser to the 
Government of the Netherlands. 
 
Mr von Hebel has authored, co-authored and 
contributed to many publications including Putting an 
End to Impunity, From The Hague to Rome, and 
Reflections on the International Criminal Court. 

 


