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This early relief map of West Africa by cartographer Jan Jansson is entitled Genehoa, Jaloffi, et 

Sierraliones regna. Published in Amsterdam sometime between 1664 and 1674, the map is centred  
on Senegal and Gambia (Sierra Leone is on the far right) and predates the founding of Freetown.  

Note that the map is oriented with North to the left. 

PRESS CLIPPINGS 
 

Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and 
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office 

as at: 
Friday, 12 January 2007 

 
 

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday. 
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact 

Martin Royston-Wright 
Ext 7217
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Local News 
 
Flashes of 2006, Special Court for Sierra Leone in Retrospect / Awoko 
 
Is The Special Court For Sierra Leone Dead? / The Spark 
 
SLPP Will Fail If… / New Vision 
 
Rwanda Seeks Ex-First Lady Arrest / For di People 
 
Mengistu is Handed a Life Sentence / The News 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
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Awoko 
Friday, 12 January 2007 
 
Flashes of 2006, Special Court for Sierra Leone in Retrospect 
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The Spark 
Friday, 12 December 2007 
 
Is The Special Court For Sierra Leone Dead? 
By A.Y. Kallay 
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New Vision 
Friday, 12 January 2007 
 
SLPP Will Fail If… 
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For di People 
Friday, 12 January 2007 
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The News 
Friday, 12 January 2007 
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United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 11 Jan. 2007 

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

LIBERIA: Idle fighters cause concern 

[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations] 

MONROVIA, 9 Jan 2007 (IRIN) - Two years after the conclusion of a nationwide disarmament 
exercise, about 39,000 former fighters have yet to be placed in skills training programmes, 
raising fears that they could be open to manipulation by other armed groups in the region.  
At the end of the disarmament programme in November 2004, the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL), which supervised the exercise, reported that 101,495 fighters had been 
disarmed and demobilized. 
 

International Clips on West Africa 
VOA 10 January 2007 
UN Extends Mandate of Peacekeeping Forces in Ivory Coast 

The United Nations Security Council has voted to extend the mandate of U.N. and French 
peacekeeping forces in Ivory Coast until June 30. The mandate of the nearly 8.000 U.N. 
peacekeepers and 2,000 French troops was set to expire Wednesday. The forces help 
maintain a fragile ceasefire between Ivorian rebels who control the north and government 
forces in the south. The United Nations is overseeing a transition government and peace 
process aimed at reuniting Ivory Coast, which has been divided since a 2002 civil war. 

Ivory Coast toxic waste victims stage hunger strike  

ABIDJAN, Jan 10, 2007 (AFP) - About 20 victims of toxic waste in the Ivory Coast 
commercial capital Abidjan were on a hunger strike Wednesday, demanding that President 
Laurent Gbagbo make good on his promise of compensation. The hunger strikers staged 
their protest on the steps of a Roman Catholic Church in Abidjan's commercial Plateau 
district, a month after Gbagbo promised to pay about 61,000 euros to the victims and to 
help cover their medical bills.  

Local Media – Newspapers 

  
Bribery Claims Overriding Speaker Snowe’s Removal 
(The News, The Analyst, Heritage, The Forum, Liberian Express, New Vision and The Inquirer) 

• Requests by several civil society organizations to probe the US$5,000 bribery claim 
among lawmakers seemed to be overriding the controversy over the impeachment of 
Speaker Edwin Snowe. According to The Analyst, an argument over his impeachment 
resulted to fist fight among students at the University of Liberia on Wednesday. 
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Media Stakeholders Discuss Bill to Transform State-Radio   
(The News, Liberian Express, The Inquirer and The Analyst) 

• Media stakeholders, government officials and members of the international 
community will today discuss a bill to transform the State-owned radio station, the 
Liberia Broadcasting System (LBS) into a public service broadcaster. The ceremony 
will take place at the YMCA Auditorium in Monrovia. 

 
Peacekeepers Quelled Violent Riots in Grand Bassa and Gbarnga  
(The Analyst, The Inquirer, Heritage and Liberian Express)    

• UNMIL Acting Spokesman, Paul Egunsola, UNMIL and the Liberia National Police have 
quelled a violent riot which left one person dead at the Liberia Agriculture Company 
(LAC) in Grand Bassa County.  

• Two officers of the Company’s Plant Protection Department have been arrested in 
connection with the killing. 

• The peacekeepers and their police counterparts also brought under control a violent 
demonstration which left four persons wounded.  

• Dozens of motorcyclists took to the streets of Gbarnga on Wednesday in a violent 
demonstration following a motor accident which killed one of their colleagues [Daniel 
Kpolleh]. Daniel was instantly killed when a speeding pickup ran into him in Gbarnga.     

 
24 Year-Old Man Rapes Two Sisters 
(The Analyst)    

• A 24 year-old man, Augustine Noah, has allegedly raped two sisters on the Old Road, 
leaving one dead according to court records. Noah allegedly raped the girls [ages 9 
and 11] in their mother’s bedroom in June last year. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
Truth Commission Calls for Media Compassion during Hearings 

• In a meeting with Editors and Owners of media institutions Wednesday, Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Chairman, Cllr. Jerome Verdier called on the media to 
show empathy and compassion for witnesses during the hearing. 

• Chairman Verdier hoped that the media reportage and analysis during the hearing 
would be done in ways that would promote reconciliation. 

• He cautioned that witnesses appearing at the hearing should not be branded with all 
sorts of names and condemned because the hearings were about digging up the truth 
about what happened during the conflict. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Key Opposition Party Supports House Speaker’s Removal Constitutionally 

• Following a crucial meeting in Monrovia yesterday, the opposition Congress for 
Democratic Change (CDC) said that it would support any Constitutional means to 
unseat House Speaker Edwin Snowe.   

• The Party’s Assistant Secretary, Mr. Acarous Gray told reporters that if those who 
elected the Speaker want to remove him, they should do so through the right 
procedure. Mr. Gray disclosed that majority of the CDC membership in the National 
Legislature resolved to remove the Speaker.   

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
UN Peacekeepers Fired Warning Shots to Disperse Rioters 

• Correspondents said that UNMIL Bangladeshi troops in Gbarnga, Bong County fired 
warning shots in the air to disperse a riot triggered by a taxi driver’s hitting of four 
people when he rushed into a crowd in the city.   

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)  
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Liberian Legislative Delegation Attends Regional Parliamentary Session 

• National Legislature sources told reporters that a delegation of the Liberian 
Legislature headed by Sinoe County Representative, Jefferson Karmo, will today 
Thursday travel to Abuja, Nigeria to attend an Extraordinary Session of the ECOWAS 
Parliament to draft and adopt the rules of the regional Parliament.  

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Forum to Transform State-owned Broadcaster Opens Today 

• A forum to discuss a Bill to transform the state-owned Liberia Broadcasting System to 
a public service broadcaster will today, Thursday open in Monrovia. The initiative is 
part of the media law and policy reform program of the Press Union of Liberia and the 
Ministry of Information in collaboration with international partners to strengthen the 
state radio. 

• The Liberia Media Law and Policy Reform Working Group said the discussion would 
bring together national and international media stakeholders.   

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Major Oil Refinery to Sue former Managers of the Company 

• Speaking to reporters in Monrovia yesterday, the Managing Director of the Liberia 
Petroleum Refining Company (LPRC), Mr. Harry Greaves said that the Company would 
sue its former Managing Director, Mr. Edwin Snowe and former Deputy Managing 
Director for Fiscal Affairs, Mr. Richard Divine in compliance with the Company Board’s 
recommendations.   

• Mr. Greaves alleged that the men who are now members of the National Legislature 
withdrew more than US$1 million from LPRC’s accounts during the tenure of the 
National Transitional Government of Liberia.   

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
President Johnson-Sirleaf’s Convoy Involves in Accident in Lofa County 

• According to correspondents, two vehicles in the convoy of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf who is currently visiting Lofa County were involved in an accident when a Jeep 
marked RL-292 collided with an UNMIL Jeep on the Voinjama and Kolahun highway.     

 
Drug Enforcement Agency Arrests Drug Traffickers in Cape Mount County 

• The Drug Enforcement Agency said that it has arrested and detained one Junior 
Howard with 20 “cans of wee” at Lofa Bridge in Grand Cape Mount County following a 
tip-off.   

 
Elections-Support-Group Begins Voters Education in Montserrado County 

• The Officer-in-Charge of the International Foundation for Elections System (IFES), Mr. 
Barzie Zinni said that the organization has started a forum in Montserrado County, 
dwelling on the roles and responsibilities of citizens and elected officials.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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