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Local News 
 
Bo Gives Norman Last Honour / Awoko 
 
Bye Bye Norman / Awoko 
 
US Human Rights Report Indicts Prisons / Awoko 
 
How SLPP Used and Abused Hinga Norman / The African Champion 
 
ICC Violates Taylor’s Rights, Camera Still On / The African Champion 
 
Late Sam Hinga Norman Makes Final Journey / Sierra News 
 
Kabbah Could Not Have Rescued Norman / The Exclusive 
 
SLPP MPs Honoured Norman / Awareness Times 
 
SLPP Ungrateful? & Thousand Pay Respect to Norman / The New Storm 
 
Chief Norman Honoured / Positive Change 
 
Discrimination Laws Against Women in Sierra Leone / The Spark 
 
US Condemns Salone / The Spark 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
Former Child Soldiers Still at Risk in DR Congo / Voice of America 
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The African Champion 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
 
How SLPP Used and Abused Hinga Norman  
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The African Champion 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
 
ICC Violates Taylor’s Rights, Camera Still On 
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Sierra News 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
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The Exclusive 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
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Awareness Times 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
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The New Storm 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
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Positive Change 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
 
[Note: Positive Change is the official newspaper of the People’s Movement for Democratic Change, led by Charles 
Margai.] 
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The Spark 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
 
Discrimination Laws Against Women in Sierra Leone 
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The Spark 
Monday, 12 March 2007 
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                         United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 09 March 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Africa's First Elected Female Head of State to be Honored at 
2007 Africare Award  

Washington, D.C., Mar 09, 2007 (Africare/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The 2007 
Africare Bishop Walker Dinner, to be held on Thursday, October 18, in Washington, D.C. , 
will honor Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who will receive the Bishop John T. 
Walker Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award. The award is given annually to the people 
who have made major contributions to the continent of Africa. Prior recipients include former 
Presidents Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter, then President Nelson Mandela, Andrew Young, 
Dorothy I. Height, Graca Machel, former Secretary of State Colin Powell, and philanthropists 
Bill and Melinda Gates. The Africare Dinner is now the largest annual event for Africa in the 
United States. We symbolically chose International Women's Day to announce President 
Johnson Sirleaf as Africare's 2007 honoree," noted Africare Senior Vice President Jeannine B. 
Scott. "As the first elected female head of state in Africa, President Johnson Sirleaf embodies 
the progress of women in achieving leadership positions on the continent. At the 2007 
Africare Bishop Walker Dinner, Africare will pay tribute to her efforts to bring peace, 
economic prosperity, and a bright future for the people of Liberia Africare's work endeavors 
to do the same thing, every day."  

SA to Give R26m to Liberia to Help Promote Democracy  
Johannesburg, Mar 09, 2007 (Business Day/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --SA is to 
give Liberia R26,28m to help it clear its unpaid debt in the interests of promoting sustainable 
democracy in the west African country, according to government spokesman Themba 
Maseko. The generosity towards Liberia comes against the background of SA being one of 
the few countries that regularly settles its dues with Africa's multilateral institutions such as 
the African Union (AU) and the Pan African Parliament. Last year, SA was the only one of the 
five largest contributors to the AU to pay its dues in full, while Algeria, Egypt, Libya and 
Nigeria -- all oil producers -- did not.  
 
International Clips on West Africa 
Unicef, Marie Stopes Promote Exclusive Breastfeeding  
 
Concord Times (Sierra Leone) via NewsEdge Corporation : 
 
Marie Stopes in collaboration with UNICEF and the Ministry of Health and 
Sanitation Friday issued certificates to healthy and exclusively breastfed 
babies from 0-6 months old.The exercise which was funded by UNICEF is geared towards 
sensitizing and encouraging suckling mothers to exclusively breast feed their babies with 
breast milk as the latter is the best and safest food for babies. 
Marie Stopes' Outreach Coordinator, Anna Macauley explained that at times the 
water used by lactating mothers to mix the powdered milk is not pure thus 
exposing the children to diarrhea. 
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Local Media – Newspaper 
 

Women Groups Stage Sit-In Action at Temple of Justice 
(The Inquirer, National Chronicle, Public Agenda, New Democrat, The Analyst, The News, The Informer, 
Daily Observer and Heritage) 

• Several women groups yesterday staged a sit-in action in front of the Temple of 
Justice to press for speedy trial for perpetrators of violence against women. 

• In a statement to Chief Justice Johnnie Lewis, the women said violence against 
women especially sexual exploitation and gender based violence were unacceptable 
and should be put to an end. 

• The women called for strengthening the judiciary because they thought the judiciary 
was a complete disappointment to common citizens seeking justice through the court. 

• Responding, Chief Justice Lewis acknowledged that the lack of qualified judges was 
impeding the work of the judiciary.  

 
Rights Groups Warn Against “Selective Justice” in Prosecuting Corrupt Former 
Officials 

 (Daily Observer, The Informer, New Vision and Heritage) 

• At a joint news conference held in Monrovia yesterday, a group of Human Rights 
organizations called on government to prosecute all former officials linked to 
corruption but cautioned against being “selective” in the process. 

• The group asserted that while the former Managing director of the Liberia Petroleum 
Refinery Company, Edwin Snowe was undergoing investigation on allegations of 
corruption during his tenure they thought other members of the management should 
be invited.  

• The rights groups include the Liberia Democracy Watch, Green Advocates and the 
Foundation for Human Rights and Democracy, the Foundation for International 
Dignity, the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission and the Centre for Democratic 
Empowerment.  

 
Liberia Seeks Strong Partnership with Spain, President Johnson-Sirleaf 
(The News, The Informer, and New Vision) 

• Speaking during a meeting with Spanish officials in Madrid, Spain, President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf said Liberia needs to develop strong partnership for the future and 
said fostering bilateral ties between the two countries would lead to“win-win 
cooperation”. 

• The Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Luis Zapaterro pledged his government’s support 
toward strengthening the bilateral ties between the two countries. 

 
  
New U.S. Report Reveals Paralyzed Justice System in Liberia 
(New Democrat) 

• A new report released by the U.S. State Department on Human Rights Practices 
around the world says Liberia judicial system borders on corruption with judges 
influenced by money, political ties and family connection. 

• The report said though the constitution and the law provide for an independent 
judiciary corruption still persisted in the system. 

 
  
Liberian Media under Surveillance by Government 
(Forum) 

• [sic:] Credible sources reaching the FORUM says the Liberian media, especially the 
print, are said to have been placed under government surveillance. 
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• [sic:] According to information gathered, newspapers printing houses were allegedly 
invited by some security agencies to inform then that government had decided to 
preview all headlines before printing. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm) 
Women Stage Sit-In Action at Temple of Justice 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
President Says Violation against Women Continues with Impunity 

• In an Executive Mansion statement issued in Monrovia yesterday, President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf said gross violation of the rights of women and girls around the world 
are continuing with impunity but said despite these problems there is more global 
sensitivity and awareness. 

• President Sirleaf said for any change to occur for women, the leadership and support 
of men would be greatly required. 

• She spoke in Madrid, Spain when she addressed the opening session of the Spain-
African conference on women. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Human Rights Groups want Government to Prosecute Corrupt Officials  

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
South Africa to Help Pay off Liberia’s Debt  

• South Africa has announced that it is to pay of a portion of Liberia’s debt to the 
African Development Bank (ADB). 

• Disclosing this to journalists yesterday in South Africa, the government 
Communication head, Themba Maseko said this was their contribution towards 
appeals to help salvage Liberia’s debt to the bank and said an amount exceeding 26 
million rand an equivalent of US$3.6 million was approved by the South African 
cabinet.  

• Mr. Maseko said the approval followed a request from the ADB for South Africa to 
contribute to the clearing of Liberia’s unpaid debt to the bank and disclosed that the 
contribution represented about 6.25 percent of the amount requested from bilateral 
donors to the clearance of Liberia debt to the bank. 

 

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
 
President Johnson-Sirleaf Meets Spanish Officials 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian 
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board 
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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Voice of America 
Wednesday, 7 March 2007 
 
Former Child Soldiers Still at Risk in DR Congo 
By Nico Colombant  
Dakar 
07 March 2007 

The United Nations is focusing attention on child soldiers in Africa. One country where children are still 
feeling the terrible effects of war is the Democratic Republic of Congo. VOA's Nico Colombant reports 
from our regional bureau in Dakar. 

In the eastern city, Bukavu, near the border with Rwanda, former child soldiers are 
getting free language lessons at a facility run by the United Nations children's 
agency, UNICEF. 

 
Former Congo child 
soldiers now receive 
their lessons in the 
classroom 

The director, Murhabazi Nawegabe, points to a board indicating which militias the 
children came from. 

One young woman used to be a sexual slave for one of the militias. She says she ran 
away and wants to stay here. 

The director says he hopes Congo's new army will have no children. He says he 
hopes children in his country will be allowed to have a life with notebooks and 
pens, rather than guns and grenades. 

Nawegabe says the recently-appointed government needs to do more to make sure children can be fully 
rehabilitated. He says many are rejected by their families because of what has happened to them. 

U.N. officials say several thousand children are still in armed groups that have yet to be demobilized. They say 
they are paying close attention to issues surrounding former child soldiers. 

The U.N special representative for children and armed conflict is on a week-long visit. 

After meeting with top government officials, including the defense minister, earlier this week, Radhika 
Coomaraswamy says she is optimistic. 

"For the first time, a commitment is being made to deal with these issues very effectively," she says. "I think the 
issue of children will be kept in the public eye because, if they do not deal with it - especially with the armed 
children - and do not reintegrate them, possibly these children will become centers of instability." 

But, last month, other U.N. officials said they had evidence several hundred children had already been deployed 
as soldiers within the country's new post-war army.  

 


