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By Joseph Komeh
Special Court Prosecution
witness TF2-304 on
Wednesday narrated to the
Trial Chamber. presided
over by Hon. Benjamin

AN

Quantity of decapitated
human heads, Very many
of them”. The 59 years old
witness, testifying in the
Kono language through the
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toe that, “ saw a huge

aid.of an interpreter, said

onlg™ February 1999, he

returned from Yaryah his
place of refuge to hijs
hometown, Tombodu to

Decapitated Heads,
From front page
assess the security situa-
ton m the area. On his
way to Tombodu. he saw
a pit with scores of skql'f
etons and bones heaped
together According,Lo/lliln
rcbcis i the townv,tféld hm
the pit was called “Savage
Pit". The witness told the
court he saw more human
bones in the town, adding
that out of the 360 houses
iothe town before the
RUF mvasion, only 21 sur-
vived arson. When nriak-
g these revelations, the
witnegs bitterly wept until
the |')r\1esiding judge in-
structed court manaye-
ment to assess his condi-
tion to see if he was fit

on wry & . e

Contd page 2

239 Houses Burnt Down In Tombodu

enm;gh to continue,
\\V'hi”c/h he later did.

]7[52»3()4 also testified
that there was a house lo-
cated up the hill in the
fowi with the inscription
‘Capt Savage'. He said
underneath 1t was also
written “0.000 people
more will die’. He said
there wus also a house at
Yusuya Road wh - he
saw human skulls at e v-
ery room in the building.
He said rebels in the town
contirmed that it was Sav-
age and Staff Alhaji that
locked the people and set
the house ablaze.

The witess was lead in
evidence in chief by Spe-
cial Court Prosecutor
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Robert Braun, a Swiss

national on secondment

with the court.

In another development,

three newly appointed
judges of the court’s sec-
ond trial chamber would
be swom in tomorrow.
The presiding judge of
the first trial chamber,
Benjamin [toe, will ad-
minister the oath to the
three _leldges—Teresa
Doberty, fulia Sebutindé
and Richard Lussick.
Though not a Sierra Leone

—~hattonal as-in-the case of

Judge Bankole Thompson,
Samoan born Judge Rich-
ard Lussick is the govern-
ment a ppointee, reports
say. '
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From Fronr Page
Counsel for issa Sesay.
the  RUF indictee
indicated to him that he
10 longer wants to
centinue attending the
trials of the Court- not
even in the future. A
similar decision was
pronounced by Detfence
Coursel for Morris
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Kailon- Meiron Nicoi-
Wilson on behalf of his
client. Melron Nicol-
Wilson informed that his
client told him he no
longer wish to attend the
triais of the Court and
that he does not plan to
do so even in the future.
Melron went on to say
that his client had written
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have now said they
would no longer attend

E-3 B

the sittings of the Court.
This comes after the
Trials Chamber Presiding
Y
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ing his position
for his
decision not to attend the
trials anymore. The letter
was accepted by the Bench
as "Exhibit 137 However,
both accused according to
their respective Defence
Counsels. wish to retain
their Counsels to represent
them in the trials. Detence

and

reasons
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Counsel for Augustine
Gbao, O’Shea informed
that his client after not
meeting with him for
quite a long time now,
still  maintains  his
position of not wanting to
attend the trials of the
Court. O’Shea wentonto
disclose that his client
stated that he does not
be wvisited
anymore by his Defence
Team. “However, we
have written a letter to
him; informing that he
can communicate with us
t h r o u g h
correspondence,”
Defence Counsel O’Shea

said. This recent refusal
Ve W W8 Y a™

want to

Judge- Benjamin ltoe
gave them an ultimatum-
on Tuesday to decide
whether they intend

indicted

by the three
members of the
Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) to no longer
attend the trials of the
Special Court, adds to that
of the three Civil Defence
Force {CDF) indictees
who had long since
stopped attending the
Court’s trials. Meanwhile,
Special Court witness-
TF2-304 led in his
evidence-in-chief by
Prosecution Counsel-
Robert Braun yesterday
disclosed that he saw
scores of human bones
and skulls in a pit in
Tombodu town in the
Kono district. According

- e P

attending subsequent trials

of the Court. According to

Wayne Jordash, Detence
Comd. Page 2
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to the witness, after they had
ran away from the rebels and
later returned to Tombodu, he
was strolling in an area in the
township when he suddenly
bumped into the horrendous
.scene at Bendu 2 where these
human bones and skulls were
piledupina pitcalled “savage
pit.” At Yusufuya Road in
Tombodu town, the witness
recalled seeing considerable
number of human bone and
skulls in nearly ail the rooms
of one house on the Road;
adding that the rebeis told him
it is the handiwork of one
Staff Alhaji and Colonel
Savage who had locked up
some people in the House and
set it alight.
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3 pew Judges for S

From Front Page
Tustice Richard Lussick
from Samoa. The latter
was nominated by the
Government of Sierra
Leone. The three newly
appointed Judges would
be sworn on Friday by the
presiding Judge of the
First Trial Chamber,
Justice Benjamin ltoe.
They are expected to
preside over the former
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(AFRC) junta indictegs—
Alex Tamba Brima, Brima
Bazzy Kamara and
Santigie Borbor Kanu-
alias ‘Brigadier Five
Five'. These indictees are
facing an 18-count charge
of war crimes and other
related crimes against
humanity. To date, the
Prosecutor of the Special
Court has indicted 11
persons

on  various

and other serious violations of
international humanitarian
law. Nine indictees are
=currently in the custody of the
Special Court. The Special
Court is an independent
tribunal established jointly by
the United Nations and the
Government of Sierra Leone.
Its mandate is to bring to
justice those who bear the
greatest responsibility for.
atrocities committed in Sierra

Armed Forces charges of war crimes, Leone after November 30"
Revolutionary Council  crimes against humanity  1996.
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3 new Juages 191
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the Special Court fur S1ETTa
i cone. The Judge who hails
from Northern Ireland is
among two others newly
appointed to constituie the
Second Trial Chamber. The
two others are: Justice Julia
Sebutinde from Uganda and
Contd. Page 2
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Specia
Justice Teresa Doherty,
one of the
Commonwealth Judges
who were handling
matters in the Freetown
High Court has been
appointed a Judge to the
shortly-to-be-established

second Trial Chamber of
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Wish [0 aiend coagtd

A amy way e thag &
shouid act on

BY Jesenss Turav presided
Following the dramane event
that unfoided o Tuesday this
week at the Special Conp
room No. 1 herween the first
accused of the Revoiuticnary

aver by
Camevounian born Judge
Benjamin {toe which Isd tg
brtter aitercmion berween
the triadd judges and the firg
accused that led both ac-

the
out

letier was marked by the
bt 13, However,
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From frong w?gg
the prosecution team objected
that the letter did not go
hrough the normal procedure,

as according to them, it is
{ URDTOPEr to communicate o

the court, arguing that a docu-
ment has to pass through the
registrar before it goes jo the
pedges or the court and that it
B should not be an exhibit in
 court in the first place.

Responding to  the
prosecution’s submission,
the judges argued that the
court is not bound by na-
tianal niles and that the pros-
ecution must not consider
national rules which to the
chamber does not operate in
the issue at hand. Instead,
the judges ruled that the
prosecution should concen-
ate on the truth adding that
ooly the trial chamber in the
end would ensure that jus-

tice is delivered.

1o his submission to the mat-
ter, the defence coumsel for
Morris Kallon, Andreas
Oshea, supported the argu-
ment of the prosecution as by
normal practices, documents
must first go through the reg-
1strar before it comes to the
trial chamber.

In conclusion, the chamber
agreed that they are not
bounds by national jurispru-
dence.
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- Gen. Bamalj

The out-going Unamsil Copy,.
mander, Northery Command,
Major General Alhaji Nuhy
Bamali has saig the security of the
state should not pe left alone 1o
[{SL»-\F, SLF and the Office of
National Security (ONS), but
should be the concern of every-
body, adding that the security of
the state js Very important to the
well being of the state,

The outgoing commander was
Speaking during a farewe|] cer-
cmony held on hig behalf at Venj
Guest hote| by River Side Drive
43 an appreciation of hig tenure
ot office under Unamsil,

The reception was hosted by of-

ficials of the Office of National
Security (ONS).

He said he was happy 10 have
worked wit embers of the ONS
during his tenure, noting that he
s leaving with mixed feelings.

While commending the organ-
1zers for such g recepiion, Gen,
Bamali said Sjery Leone is now hjs
second home for as he put it, he "fag
made many friends both in govern:
ment and at grass oot level."

The General wag optimistic that
the Nigerian Government wil]
continue to Support the cause of
this COUNtry in its stride to con-
solidate the beace, and added that
in his report he wij| definitely
record the hnprovement of the

u\ '\gl '2305

the state iy

of eve

peace building and the consolida-
tion of new security alrangement- |
in the country,

Mr. Lawrence Bassie, a senlor
official of the ONg congratulated
the commander tor his receny pro-
motion to the rank of Major Gep-
eral and wisheg him well in his
new assignment ag Deputy Com-
mander Natiopa| War College in.
Nigeria. o

He said ONS wag pleased with
all the assistance the Nigeriap
government has rendereq to this -
country and jtg military through
its Armed Forces to achieve
peace, since the Service of
ECOMOG ang now UMAMSIL..
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me.”_d Crane... Prosecutor
S THEQPHILUS S, GBENDA
With no end in sight, the much
talked about Special Court for
Sierra Leone (SCSL) continues
to face more and more challenges,
with the surprised boycott of the
rial proceedings by all three RUF
[ndictees, being the latest.

Thus latestaction of the-RUF in- |

dictees comes on the heel of an

cariier boycott by all three CDFE |

mdictees. But such boycotts
have notstopped the court from
proceeding with the trials.

CONTINUED PAGE 7
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RUF indictees boycott tria

LROM PAGE 1
By provision, the court can g0 on
with or without the presence of the
accused persons, as long as coun-
sels legally or otherwise represent
the accused persons.
This is supposed to be the third
phase ot the RUF mal and with the
excepuon of Augustne Gboa who
had long waved his right of appear-
ance both Issa Sesay and Moris
Kallon have been very cooperative
until now when they are beginning to
change their minds,
It all started when Issa Sesay chal-
lenged the court, leaving the trial
Judges with no altemative but to or-
der the security on guard to march
hum out ot the courroom,
Counsel representing Issa Sesay
Wayne Jordash, told the chamber that
fus client has ndicated his desire not
toattend the proceedings hencetorth,
although they as a team wish to con-

 tinue representing him.

According to Melron Nicol-Wilson,
representing Morris Kallon, his cli-
ent's position s sirilar to that of Issa
Sesay, saying his client's position is
authenﬁc;ged by a correespondence

[(onLs

Is

addressed i the chamber.

As for Augustine Gboa, his counsels
reported to the court that his position
rernains unchanged and that he does
not wish 1o be visited. by them (the
court appornted counsels) any further.
The non-appearance. of the RUF in-
dictees was. also attested 1o by the
Chiet of Detention, Barry: Wallace,
who mamtained that the indictees in
question are in good health and that
they had earlier indicated their posi-
tions not to attend the proceedings.
Despite their non appearance, how-
ever; the chamber in d no-nonsense
mode, ruled that the proueedmos
move on, with the prosecution call-
ing its 19th witmess TF2-304, who
claimed that he saw scores of human

- skulls and skeletons, piled up in a pit

and others scattered in every corner
of a house ar Tombedu n the Kono
district. ‘

The atrocities, the w1tness c‘aimed,

- were reportedly carriéd: out; :by one

Capmm Savaae and a: staﬁ simpiy
known as Alhaji who he earlier said
saved his life as he was about o be
killed by junta forces. _
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fore justice Bankaole T
HBRA0n decided

orf e g

4re nosel - he Q-

her rghr o ais

ceadings. and a b

down l?’;[\‘,kﬁ-’_’ﬂ awers

and thewr clionts”

Thomp-
The third B0
indictee Augnisiine Chhao,
sice 1 wtofthe B
il on S0 fulv 200 e

S s

cuded not to take part 1n

the inal because he does

not “recegnize the fegir-

wlen ane

ihao’s |

Defence Coun-

sels Melron Wilson, in-

formed the three trial
Chamber
Jamin Jtoe, F

Umpsen

5. Ben-

cole Th-

.;'sme

Boutet | “today (thai 1s
vesterday) is the fis

G oand
on has not

[ spoke wu,h C
His positi
changed.”
Earlier, on 20" Sepre
ber, 2004 1}
indictess,
MNorman, Moinina Fofana
and Allieu Kondewa boy-
cotted thetr trial
Yesterday [ss
worris Kallon were ab-
sent in cowrt and th
spective Delene

Sam Hmua

a Sesay and

awre-

]

Hn-

b

sels, British born Wavne

‘on Wilson mivimied the
thetr resp
Hve clients [ssa Sesay

il yudges that

and

Stenris allon donot wish 1o

TR TRARR

s e feoal tewm wocon-

e e repeesent them.

st Hee sad this has been
Ly el multple adjoum-
mentss O Thursday atier o

tree-honr adjoamment el
1 and Mo e
scntlon had been ordercd oy

i Sesan
shthecourt by the Judges.
tvnecnserd retirmed i the
aflerneon. oo as Justee
sankole Thompson put

ome and lave therr writien
statements admited as exhil-
s andd then walk oul again

Wavne Jordash1old the conrt
Sesay s present poOstion oy

that fie no tonger wants (o
the trial and

Melron Wilson alfirmed

s part m
Siume

nostbion for Kallon

ssaNesay continued Lo re-
dquesi the Judge to allow him

fomake a stalement as he
drd

carlier on thursdav

en :1iium:d hestarted ¢
osaving ham a hwan be-
I (N4

o thes tral now
forwvomenths (the two car-

Ong §
er sessions ol one manth
duraten cach) b am not
properiy wragmed efore this
conrt U iistice Hoe immed-
wehsiopped him and siermly
ashed himeare vou prepaed
(0 state that vou no - longer
want to atiend this court?
Seaa s dedenee counsel
ASavi Jordash rephiced on his
chent™s behal fsaving he has
decided net 1o attend this
sourt alter the adnussion of
exhibit i tthat 1s his written
statement) o the tnal Judges.

Mhen the court resumed
vesterday Chiet ot Special
Court detention center

Ronald Wailace informed the

B b

1

courtthat Sesav and Kallon
Twere warned Lo come 1o
cowrt today. They indicated
that they did not wish to at-

tend and gave no reason.

There

€ 1S 10 mcdme reason

The RUF Men (Cente

R

to prevent them from com-
me to Thev are
healthy.” Justice Thompson,
onbehatfof the three Judges
nuled: “this chamber is satisfied
Lhnl !ssa Sesay and Mormis

court

r) who bore the “greatest responsibility

Kallon have waived thefr rights
lo be present at their trial. The
courtaccordingly ordered the
triad to proceed in the absence
or the presence of the accused
persons.”
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By Chernoh Alphy |

The Australian government has reportedly
sent an appeal to London requesting Brit-
ain to pressure authorities in Sierra Leone
to ensure a fair trial for Victorian Police
Superintendent, Peter Halloran who is fac-
ing a three counts charge of unlawfu car-
nal knowledge.

Halloran, who was empioyed as a war
Crimes investigator by the Special Court was
charged in August last year for alleged
sexual assault of 3 teenage schoolgirl.

=

Australian Foreign Minister, Alexander

Downer said last week that Australia is sum-
moning the support of the British govern-
ment in pressuring President Kabbah to help
accelerate Halloran's tria] process.

He says Britain had earlier made repre-
sentations to Sierra Leone on Australia's
behalf and a meeting has been conveyed
with leaders of Victoria's Poljce Associa-
tion to discuss the case.

"This is going t0 be a real test for the Si-
crra Leone judicial System and we are do-
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ing everything we can to ensure that the,

Judicial system passes. that test," Downer

said, adding that the aim of the Australian:

government's involvement in the matter isn't
to assert guilt or innocence. “

"Our job is to say that all people shouid b+

be presumed innocent until proven guilty,
and we'll just keep the pressure on the Si-
erra Leone authorities," he Stated.
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