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Charlestaylortrial.org 
Tuesday, 13 April 2010 
 
“All Atrocities Committed By The RUF Are Not The Concerns Of Mr. Taylor,” Defense Witness 
Says 
 
By Alpha Sesay 
 
Atrocities committed by Sierra Leonean rebels during the country’s 11-year civil conflict should not be 
attributed to Charles Taylor as he had no role to play in them, a defense witness for the former Liberian 
president told the Special Court for Sierra Leone.  Those most responsible for the crimes, he said, have 
already been punished in Freetown. 
 
Charles Ngebeh, a Sierra Leonean national and former member of the Sierra Leonean rebel group, the 
Revolutionary United Front, finished his testimony today, telling the judges that allegations of Mr. 
Taylor’s support to the RUF are false. 
 
“All the atrocities committed by the RUF are not the concerns of Mr. Taylor. They did happen but it 
doesn’t concern Mr. Taylor. Mr. Taylor has no hands in it,” the witness said. 
 
When lead prosecutor Ms. Brenda Hollis put to the witness that RUF commander “Sam Bockarie used his 
SBUs [Mr. Taylor’s Small Boys Unit] to protect government property from being stolen,” the witness 
responded that “it happened but Mr. Taylor is not responsible for it.” 
 
Referencing the treatment of civilians by the RUF, Ms. Hollis asked the witness that “and indeed some of 
these civilians were killed when they were accused of stealing diamonds isn’t that correct?” 
 
“All the atrocities you have explained about, is the cause why Issa and others are in prison today but 
Taylor is not responsible for that. Mr. Taylor is not responsible for it.” 
 
In 2009, three RUF commanders, Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment by the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown after being convicted for war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian law committed by 
them in their individual capacities as well as those committed by their subordinates under the doctrine of 
command responsibility. Prosecutors now say that these RUF commanders took their own orders from 
Mr. Taylor. Like Mr. Taylor, all defense witnesses have said that these charges are false. 
 
As Mr. Ngebeh concluded his testimony today, another Sierra Leonean national and former senior 
member of the RUF, Mr. Fayia Musa, started his testimony in defense of Mr. Taylor. Mr. Musa told the 
court about the circumstances surrounding the start of the rebel war in Sierra Leone and how Mr. Bockarie 
(alias Mosquito) became leader of the RUF after the arrest of the group’s leader Foday Sankoh in Nigeria 
in 1997. Mr. Musa said that when the war started in 1991, he was appointed by RUF leader Mr. Sankoh as 
the group’s Agricultural Officer. According to Mr. Musa, after assuming the leadership of the RUF, Mr. 
Bockarie became what he called “the devil.” He said that all commands in the RUF were handed down by 
Mr. Bockarie, not Mr. Taylor. In illustrating Mr. Bockarie’s wickedness, the witness took off his shirt in 
open court to show the judges various scars left on his body due to alleged beatings he received on Mr. 
Bockarie’s orders. 
 
“We underwent a lot of punishment, torture, we were tortured, almost every day, both mentally and 
physically,” the witness said. 
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Asked by Mr. Taylor’s defense counsel Courtenay Griffiths to tell the court on whose orders such 
punishments were administered, the witness said that “on Mosquito’s orders. That’s Sam Bockarie. He 
told his boys to tie us until the rope entered my skin and I started bleeding.” 
 
“Sam Bockarie, I have started and I will end with this, he was a devil,” Mr. Musa said. 
 
Mr. Musa is recorded in the report of Sierra Leone’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) as 
being one of the original founders of the RUF. He is the third Sierra Leonean national and the eighth 
witness who has testified in defense of Mr. Taylor. 
 
Mr. Musa’s testimony continues tomorrow 
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New African Magazine 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary  

13 April 2010  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

UN News in Liberia  
 

UNMIL 
 
Liberians Are Following Path Of Reconciliation, Peace Consolidation – UN Envoy Expresses Optimism 
[Heritage, The News, The Analyst] 
 

• The Special Representative of the Secretary General, Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj has expressed optimism 
that Liberians are determined to thread the path towards reconciliation and consolidation of achievements 
already made in maintaining peace in Liberia.  

• She made these comments yesterday when she awarded UN peacekeeping medals to 35 Staff Officers 
and 31 Military Observers from 28 different nations for their contributions to peace consolidation and nation 
building in Liberia.  

• UN Envoy Løj commended senior military officers of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) on the significant 
role they have played in creating a stable security environment in Liberia, thus, enabling a long-term 
solution for consolidated peace in Liberia.  

• “It is now up to all actors to take advantage of this window of opportunity and build on it to develop 
prosperous and peaceful living conditions for all Liberians”, she emphasized.  

• Despite challenges along the way, success depends largely on the support and the confidence of the local 
population, Ms. Løj told the Staff Officers and Military Observers. 

 
Other UN News 

  
WHO Africa Region Director In Town, Donates To Health Ministry 
[Daily Observer] 
 

• World Health Organization (WHO) African Regional Director, Dr. Luis Gomes Sambo, has arrived in the 
country on a four-day mission.  

• Dr. Sambo is in the country to form part of the launching of the Commission on Women Health in the 
African region. 

• The Commission, according to the Health Ministry, will be charged with the responsibility of generating 
evidence of key factors influencing the current state of women’s health in sub-Saharan Africa. 

• The Commission, which is the first of its kind in Africa, will also recommend appropriate mechanisms to 
decrease or minimize maternal mortality rate on the continent, according to the Ministry. 

• Dr. Sambo, who met with Health Minister Dr. Walter Gwenigale yesterday, donated one ambulance and 
several assorted items to the Ministry.   

 
Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)     
IOM Official Wants Capacity Building For Officers       

• A Counter Trafficking Expert at the International Organization for Migration (IOM) has called for more 
capacity building for law enforcement officers.  

• Mr. Freddie Goe said capacity building for law enforcement officers will help in the fight against human 
trafficking. 

• Mr. Goe believes building the capacity of law enforcement officers would enable them effectively respond to 
human trafficking across the country.  

• He said the provision of logistics and other equipment to law enforcement officers was crucial to the fight 
against human trafficking.   
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• The IOM Counter Trafficking Expert spoke Monday in Gbarnga, Bong County at the formal opening of a 
weeklong capacity building workshop for law enforcement officers.  

 
Local News on Liberian issues  

 
GAC Completes HIPC Audits 
[Front Page Africa, Heritage, The News, New Democrat, The Analyst] 
       

• The General Auditing Commission (GAC) says it has finally completed the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
or HIPC audit reports.  

• A GAC release said the HIPC audits were conducted on specified institutions including the Ministries of 
Finance, Education, Public Works, Health and Lands, Mines and Energy.  

• According to the GAC, the release of the HIPC audit reports brings to 32, the total number of audits 
conducted so far by the Commission.  

• The GAC described the completion of the HIPC audits as very crucial to the economic recovery of post-war 
Liberia.  

• The Commission said government would now be able to get direct budget support and complete debt 
waiver.  

• The GAC said as a result of the first HIPC audits, government was able to get US$18 million of direct 
budget support from the World Bank and African Development Bank. 

 
Postal Affairs Opens Up On US$75,000 Saga 
[The Inquirer, The Analyst] 
  

• The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications has opened up relative to a US$75,000 saga that has 
evolved at the Ministry.  

• In a Posts and Telecommunications statement issued in Monrovia late Monday.  
• The Ministry said in March 1997, it entered into an agreement with the New York-based Inter-Governmental 

Philatelic Corporation (IGPC).  
• The statement noted that under the agreement, the IGPC assumed an agent role for Liberia, taking 

responsibility to arrange for the production, promotion and sales of Liberian stamps worldwide.  
• The Ministry said the agreement was consummated nearly ten years before Minister Jeremiah Sulunteh 

took over the leadership of the Ministry in March 2008. 
 
Six Still Being Held For “Ritualistic” Activities In Harper 
[The Inquirer] 
 

• Latest reports from Maryland County say six persons including a Nigerian pastor are still being held by the 
government in connection to the commission of alleged ritualistic activities in the county.  

• They were arraigned in court yesterday to answer to the charge of murder.  
• Those still been held following the release of Ambassador Dan Morias and former Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court, Fulton Yancy include Francis Dender, a self-proclaimed Nigerian pastor and Mr. Lintlot 
Clark, the acting Administrator of the J.J. Dossen Memorial Hospital in Harper, Maryland County.  

• Others are Alfred Thompson, District Commissioner of Harper City; William Wallace, Youth President of the 
county and Tartu Clark, the General Manager of the Harper Branch of Elysian Airline.  

• According to the reports, when the six accused were arraigned in court yesterday for preliminary hearings 
of the case was heard, state prosecutors led by former Montserrado County Attorney Samuel Jacobs, 
pleaded with the general public to help the state with any evidence they may have to prosecute the 
accused.  

• Monday's proceedings according to the reports, was presided over by Associate Magistrate Jean Jacques 
who adjourned and reassigned for further proceedings Wednesday. 

 
Court Detains Man, 42 For Disseminating Pornographic Material 
[Front Page Africa, Heritage, national Chronicle, daily Observer, New Democrat] 
       

• The Monrovia City Court has detained the man who allegedly disseminated pornographic recording of 
himself and his ex-fiancée, Peterlyne Tarley.  

• The Court jailed Mr. Varney Adonis Bartener Monday following his first court appearance. Police charged 
Mr. Bartener with disseminating obscene material, a first degree misdemeanor.  

• Police investigators said he admitted producing the x-rated recording but denied releasing it on the internet.  
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• According to the police, the 42-year old man was charged because he did not delete the recording as 
mutually agreed. 
 

Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am)     
President Sirleaf Welcomes All Africans To Liberia       

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has called on Africans to join in rebuilding Liberia.  
• Addressing a predominantly black University in Brazil, the President said Liberia remains receptive to all 

men and women of color of African origin.  
• President Sirleaf urged Africans everywhere to bring their talents, skills, and expertise in rebuilding Liberia 

as a haven for Africa.  
• The Liberian leader told the students, the National Legislature is considering passing a bill to “recognize the 

dual citizen rights of people of African descent.” 
• President Sirleaf also held talks with several firms including Odebrecht International, a construction 

company working with Acelor Mittal to reconstruct the Yekepa-Buchanan highway. 
• The President and delegation are currently in Tripoli, holding consultations with Libyan leader Moammar 

Gaddafi.   
 
GAC Completes HIPC Audits       
 
Over US$2M Health Package For Liberia       

• The African Humanitarian Action (AHA) International has announced a health package valued at US$2 
million for Liberia.  

• AHA Medical Director Raymond Kromah said the package will cover the construction of a health centre in 
Kpayeh-Quollie, Gbarpolu County. 

• According to Dr. Kromah, the health package also includes training of health staff and the provision of basic 
drugs. 

• He said the project will last for 27 Months and will be implemented by two NGOs, Child Fund and TAPA. 
• Dr. Kormah said funds for the project were provided by the Ministry of Health through the Pull Funds. 

 
Opposition Swells For Newly Appointed Commissioner       

• The House Committee on Internal Affairs says it would launch an investigation into claims of malpractices 
linking Commissioner Jonathan Garnett.  

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf recently appointed Mr. Garnett as Commissioner of Mount Coffee 
Township but some citizens of the area opposed the appointment. 

• The concerned citizens accused Mr. Garnett of financial misapplication and incompetence, but Mr. Garnett 
has repeatedly rejected the claims. 

• The Chairman of the Committee, Representative Richard Holder said there was a need to thoroughly 
investigate the claims before Mr. Garnett takes office. 

• Representative Holder believes the investigation would establish whether Mr. Garnett was actually guilty of 
the charges brought against him. 

 
Five Armed Robbers Get 10-year Sentence       

• Criminal Court "D" has sentenced five men to 10 years in prison for armed robbery.  
• Jurors found the men Prince Momofoe, Prince Mayou, Alex Tamba, Amos Fallah and Anthony Wetteh 

guilty early April following a trial in keeping with law. 
• They reportedly armed robbed the home of a lady in June 2009 and took away valuables worth thousands 

of United States and Liberian Dollars. 
• The prosecution excepted to the judgment claiming the court reduced the sentence by four years and 

contended that the men serve the 14-year as prescribed by the statute. 
 
Court Detains Man, 42 For Disseminating Pornographic Material       
 
IRC Transport Manager Held For Theft       

• Police in Lofa County have charged and sent to court the Transport Manager of the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) for theft of Property.  

• Mr. Lewis Jallah is accused of stealing a Honda motorbike valued at US$2,000 during the February 
violence in Voinjama. 

• Police discovered the stolen motorbike in the home of Mr. Jallah in Yanni-molahun, Kolahun District, about 
eighty kilometers from Voinjama. 

• Mr. Jallah said he took the motorbike because the IRC Management owes him benefits totalling nearly 
US$2,000. 
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• Mr. Jallah explained an agreement entered into with IRC provides that employees be given certain benefits 
after three years of service. 

• But the Field Coordinator of IRC in Lofa County, Raphael Mbum denied the existence of such an 
agreement. 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

 
Simba Energy Inc. Reports on Liberian Oil Seep Survey  
 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/simba-energy-inc-reports-on-liberian-oil-seep-survey-2010-04-
13?reflink=MW_news_stmp 
 
VANCOUVER, BC, Apr 13, 2010 (MARKETWIRE via COMTEX) -- Simba Energy Inc. advises it has submitted its 
Oil Seep Survey Report for the Field Reconnaissance Work undertaken in January, 2010, to the National Oil 
Company of Liberia (NOCAL). In accordance with requirements in its Onshore Hydrocarbon Reconnaissance 
License NR-001, the Company's report concludes as follows: The Bassa Basin area is either deep enough for 
maturation of desired hydrocarbons or connected to the offshore sediments. The entire Seep Survey area can be 
regarded as one continuous seep, as the survey encountered multiple seeps in 9 separate localities. Also, under 
calm conditions such as early morning, oil sheen is seen on all the rivers within the entire area of the seep survey. 
 
 
The Government of the Republic of Liberia Selects FreeBalance Government Resource Planning (GRP) 
System 
 
http://callcenterinfo.tmcnet.com/news/2010/04/12/4723373.htm 
 
FreeBalance, a global software company that helps governments leverage robust Government Resource Planning 
(GRP) technology to accelerate country growth, has been selected to implement the FreeBalance Accountability 
Suite for the Government of the Republic of Liberia. FreeBalance has recently announced agreements with the 
Government of Uganda and MCA Namibia. FreeBalance is uniquely positioned to support public financial 
management reforms in Africa. FreeBalance has successfully rolled out modern public financial management 
systems in challenging circumstances: limited connectivity, low bandwidth, lack of electrical power, and low 
capacity. The Government of the Republic of Liberia will deploy the FreeBalance Accountability Suite to drive 
government modernization through effective fiscal management. 
 
Liberia: Atrocities In Sierra Leone Were Committed By Sierra Leoneans Rebels, Not Charles Taylor's 
Forces, Witness Says 
 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201004130952.html 
 
After a week-long recess the Charles Taylor trial restarted today, with a defense witness testifying that crimes 
committed in Sierra Leone during its brutal 11-year long civil conflict were perpetrated by its own rebel forces — not 
by rebel forces loyal to the former Liberian president. Charles Ngebeh, a Sierra Leonean national and former 
member of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF)–a Sierra Leonean rebel group which Mr. Taylor is alleged to have 
supported during the country's civil conflict – today insisted that allegations of Mr. Taylor's support for the RUF are 
not true. The exception, he said, was in 1991 when the conflict started in Sierra Leone and Mr. Taylor provided 
some support to the rebel forces in his neighboring country. Mr. Taylor himself has admitted to providing support for 
the RUF in 1991, saying that such support was necessary because United Liberation Movement of Liberia for 
Democracy (ULIMO) rebels were attacking his positions in Liberia with support from the government of Sierra 
Leone, which the RUF rebels at that time were fighting to dislodge. This support stopped in 1992, according to Mr. 
Taylor, after the Liberian rebels fell out with their RUF counterparts.  Corroborating Mr. Taylor's evidence, Mr. 
Ngebeh has testified that Liberian rebels in Sierra Leone indeed returned to Liberia after falling out with the RUF in 
an operation titled "Top 20, Top 40, and Top Final." 
 

International Clips on West Africa 
 
Ivory Coast 
 
UNOCI’s new force commander visits the troops in the field 
 
http://appablog.wordpress.com/2010/04/13/cote-d%e2%80%99ivoire-unoci%e2%80%99s-new-force-
commander-visits-the-troops-in-the-field/ 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/simba-energy-inc-reports-on-liberian-oil-seep-survey-2010-04-13?reflink=MW_news_stmp
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/simba-energy-inc-reports-on-liberian-oil-seep-survey-2010-04-13?reflink=MW_news_stmp
http://callcenterinfo.tmcnet.com/news/2010/04/12/4723373.htm
http://allafrica.com/stories/201004130952.html
http://appablog.wordpress.com/2010/04/13/cote-d%e2%80%99ivoire-unoci%e2%80%99s-new-force-commander-visits-the-troops-in-the-field/
http://appablog.wordpress.com/2010/04/13/cote-d%e2%80%99ivoire-unoci%e2%80%99s-new-force-commander-visits-the-troops-in-the-field/
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The new Force Commander of the United Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), Major General Abdul Hafiz, 
conducted, on Friday 9 April 2010, his first visit to UNOCI military and civil staff based in the town of Divo. 
Presenting the security and military situation in the Sud Bandama and Fromager regions to the Force Commander, 
the mission’s military observers and officers of the Moroccan battalion, supported by the heads of UNOCI sections 
in Divo, stressed the efforts made in the field to accompany Ivorians in the crisis-resolution process. Major General 
Hafiz encouraged them to continue these efforts and to maintain good relations with their hosts. “Remain on good 
terms with the people, political leaders, administrative authorities such as the prefects and sub-prefects, the heads 
of the Defence and Security Forces and youths leaders in order to explain our mandate and foster trust between the 
population and UNOCI,” he said. The Moroccan contingent, military observers and UNPOL carry out daily patrols, 
observe the embargo, escort humanitarian convoys and monitor the observance of the ceasefire in the region. 
Additionally, the Moroccan soldiers provide free medical care to area residents. 
Ivory Coast: Drivers` strike enters day two 
 
http://www.africanews.com/site/I_Coast_Drivers_strike_enters_day_two/list_messages/31294 
 
For the second day on Tuesday, Ivory Coast is without taxis and other major transport means following a national 
strike declared by the National Transport Union on Monday, engendered by a 200% rise in fuel prices. According to 
Africa News reporter, early Monday morning, Ivorians woke up to see their streets and boulevards dry and devoid 
of taxis and inter-urban buses making it impossible for the majority to go to work, marketplaces and schools. He 
said people had to trek long kilometres under scorching sun to their places of call and did same back home in the 
evening. Consequently, schools have been shut down and marketplaces are practically not functioning for lack of 
supplies of foodstuff. The transport union is calling on the government to cut off the new increase and restore the 
former prices of fuel for it to call off the strike, but the government said the hike is due to international economic 
crises. The Union resolved to be on indefinite strike following a deadlock with the Ministry of Transport. 

**** 
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BBC Online 
Wednesday, 14 April 2010 
 
Radovan Karadzic toys with judges at Hague trial  

By Peter Biles  
BBC News, The Hague  

 
With a nod towards the public gallery, Radovan Karadzic 

looked distinctly businesslike as he entered courtroom one in 

The Hague. 

His grey and white hair was longer than when he appeared 

here last year. It was more as he wore it during the Bosnian 

War in the early 1990s.  

Mr Karadzic exchanged a few smiles with one of the security 

guards deployed to stand over him.  

While the judges readied themselves for the appearance of 

the first prosecution witness, the former Bosnian Serb leader put on his reading glasses and 

paged through his briefcase of documents.  

At last, this trial is properly under way.  

Judge O-Gon Kwon outlined the timetable for the remainder of April: the tribunal will sit for 

three days a week as the first witnesses testify against Mr Karadzic.  

'Responsible and reasonable' 

The judge signalled that Radovan Karadzic was still trying to stretch out the proceedings.  

The prosecution team had said they needed just one hour to question today's witness, Ahmet 

Zulic. Mr Karadzic however, had told the tribunal that he required four hours for his cross-

examination.  

Looking ahead to the fourth witness on the list, prosecutors say they need three hours to hear 

from Herbert Okun, a former United Nations adviser.  

Mr Karadzic, on the other hand, wants 14 hours set aside for the cross examination. And so it 

goes on.  

Judge O-Gon Kwon said the chamber expected Mr Karadzic to be "responsible and reasonable". 

The message was clear. He should not expect to be granted all the time he has asked for.  

The first witness, Ahmet Zulic, has given evidence at three previous trials in The Hague, 

including that of the late Slobodan Milosevic.  

This is also his third journey to the Netherlands for the Karadzic case. The two earlier journeys 

had apparently been fruitless because of legal postponements. So it was no doubt with some 

personal relief that Mr Zulic eventually made it into court.  

His evidence was made up of written testimony as well as answers to the questions from the 

prosecution.  

The evidence was certainly harrowing, though strangely not as compelling as it might have 

been. It was not clear to what extent he believed that Mr Karadzic was directly involved in the 

events in Sanski Most in 1992.  

 

Radovan Karadzic insists he needs 
more time to prepare his defence 
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Spirited cross-examination 

Mr Zulic seemed to be challenged by both the technology and the geography of Bosnia as he 

was asked to identify points on a computer map. He showed little emotion as his evidence was 

translated by the court interpreters.  

He concluded his testimony by saying he was physically disabled as a result of his treatment at 

the hands of the Serbs in 1992, and the psychological stress was still having its effect on him.  

The cross-examination, however, was a rather spirited affair, as Radovan Karadzic began to 

warm to the task of defending himself.  

But the day ended with several minutes of instruction to Mr Karadzic from another of the trial 

judges, Howard Morrison.  

The judge told Mr Karadzic that he needed to be more concise, and suggested several ways in 

which he could sharpen his skills when cross-examining witnesses.  

Mr Karadzic seemed to accept the advice in the right spirit, nodding his head in agreement as 

he was offered tips for the next session.  
 


