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BBC World Service Trust
Wednesday, 13 February 2008

By Abdul Rashid at The Hague

COURT MANAGER: The Special Court for Sierra Leone is sitting in an open session in the case of The
Prosecutor vs. Charles Ghankay Taylor, Justice Teresa Doherty presiding.

RASHID: The manager of the Special Court for Sierra Leone declaring open the February 13 session of
the trial of the former Liberian President, Charles Taylor. The session started with the Defence team
continuing its cross-examination of the Prosecution eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara. Suwandi started
off by telling the Special Court that in 1994 small airplanes flew arms and ammunition from Gbanga to
Sierra Leone. Suwandi said he personally escorted a vehicle with arms and ammunition to one of the
airplanes that travelled to Sierra Leone. But the Defence team challenged the truthfulness of the witness’s
testimony by reading a previous interview the witness had with investigators of the Prosecution. The
investigator’s statement, recorded from the witness, stated that he believed the planes travelled to Sierra
Leone at the time.

CAMARA: I remember having escorted once arms and ammunition

COUNSEL: Are you saying to the Court that you told the investigators that on one occasion you
personally escorted these arms to the aircraft waiting at the airstrip in Gbanga?

CAMARA: Yes, I told them.

COUNSEL: It’s not written there, Mr. Camara, so if you told them then that’s another failing on their part,
isn’t it?

CAMARA: I don’t know.

COUNSEL: That’s your best answer, is it?

CAMARA: Yes, that’s my answer.

RASHID: The Defence team also termed as “nonsense” Suwandi’s testimony that he overheard secret
communication transmitted from the radio room near Taylor’s bedroom and kitchen, then in Gbanga, to
the RUF in Sierra Leone. Defence lawyer Terry Munyard it’s not possible for Suwandi, who was there

preparing tea for Taylor in the kitchen, to have monitored communication in the radio room.

CAMARA: So I was just in front of the communication room when I was making tea. I was just sitting in
front of the communication room, against the communication room.

COUNSEL: Listening to top secret radio communications being broadcast out of the room for the benefit
of anybody who happened to be passing by — is that what you’re telling us?

CAMARA: I don’t know why you think that is so extraordinary.

COUNSEL: Mr. Camara, you told us the other day that you were able to listen to secret communications,
so I’m simply suggesting to you that that is nonsense that someone in your position, especially when they



were carrying out the role of making a cup of tea, would not possibly be allowed to listen to such
communications. That’s the simple point. Am I right or am I wrong?

CAMARA: You’re wrong.

RASHID: Suwandi, on direct examination, told the Court that in 1991 he travelled with Charles Taylor in
a plane loaded with arms and ammunition from Burkina Faso to land in Cote d’Ivoire. But the Defence
cross-examined the witness said Suwandi did not travel with Taylor on any airplane.

COUNSEL: I’'m putting to you for the last time, Charles Taylor’s case is that you are lying, and whether
or not you flew down in a plane with a load of arms from Burkina Faso I can’t say, but Charles Taylor
was certainly not on any plane with you. That’s the truth, isn’t it?

CAMARA: Charles Taylor can say that today. In this position now he can say that. I’ve told you what I
know.

COUNSEL: How come you forgot to mention this dramatic incident in the first, second, third and fourth
occasion when you were interviewed?

CAMARA: It is in my interview in my statement that I left Burkina Faso with Charles Taylor to go to
Liberia.

RASHID: The Defence has completed its cross-examination of the eleventh Prosecution witness, Suwandi
Camara. Charles Taylor is not on trial for what he did in Liberia during his days as rebel leader and as
president. He is on trial for allegedly aiding and abetting the atrocities committed in Sierra Leone by the
RUF from 30th November 1996 to 18th January 2002. He is facing eleven counts of war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

Abdul Rashid for Search for Common Ground and BBC World Service Trust at The Hague.



BBC World Service Trust
Wednesday, 13 February 2008

By Joseph Cheeseman at The Hague

COURT MANAGER: The Special Court for Sierra Leone is sitting in an open session in the case of The
Prosecutor vs. Charles Ghankay Taylor, Justice Teresa Doherty presiding.

CHEESEMAN: The manager of the Special Court for Sierra Leone declaring open the February 13th
session of the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor. The February 13th session started with
the Defence team continuing its cross-examination of the Prosecution eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara.
Suwandi started off by telling the Special Court that in 1994 small planes flew arms and ammunition from
Gbanga in Bong County to Sierra Leone. Suwandi said he personally escorted a vehicle with arms and
ammunition to one of the airplanes that travelled to Sierra Leone. But the Defence team challenged the
truthfulness of the witness’s testimony by reading a previous interview the witness had with investigators
of the Prosecution. The investigator’s statement, recorded from the witness, stated that he believed the
planes travelled to Sierra Leone.

CAMARA: I remember having escorted once arms and ammunitions.

COUNSEL: Are you saying to the Court that you told the investigators that on one occasion you
personally escorted these arms to the aircraft waiting at the airstrip in Gbanga?

CAMARA: Yes, I told them.

COUNSEL: It’s not written there, Mr. Camara, so if you told them then that’s another failing on their part,
isn’t it?

CAMARA: I don’t know.

COUNSEL: That’s your best answer, is it?

CAMARA: Yes, that’s my answer.

CHEESEMAN: The Defence team also termed as “nonsense” Suwandi’s testimony that he overheard
secret communications transmitted from the radio room near Taylor’s bedroom and kitchen Gbanga, Bong
County to the RUF in Sierra Leone. Defence lawyer Terry Munyard it’s not possible for Suwandi, who

was there preparing tea for Taylor in the kitchen, to have monitored communication in the radio room.

CAMARA: So I was just in front of the communication room when I was making tea. I was just sitting in
front of the communication room, against the communication room.

COUNSEL: Listening to top secret radio communications being broadcast out of the room for the benefit
of anybody who happened to be passing by — is that what you’re telling us?

CAMARA: I don’t know why you think that is so extraordinary.

COUNSEL: Mr. Camara, you told us the other day that you were able to listen to secret communications,
so I’m simply suggesting to you that that is nonsense that someone in your position, especially when they



were carrying out the role of making a cup of tea, would not possibly be allowed to listen to such
communications. That’s the simple point. Am I right or am I wrong?

CAMARA: You’re wrong.

CHEESEMAN: Suwandi, on direct examination, told the Court that in 1991 he travelled with Charles
Taylor in a plane loaded with arms and ammunition from Burkina Faso to [indistinct] in Cote d’Ivoire.
But the Defence cross-examined the witness said Suwandi did not travel with Taylor on any plane.

COUNSEL: I’'m putting to you for the last time, Charles Taylor’s case is that you are lying, and whether
or not you flew down in a plane with a load of arms from Burkina Faso I can’t say, but Charles Taylor
was certainly not on any plane with you. That’s the truth, isn’t it?

CAMARA: Charles Taylor can say that today. In this position now he can say that. I’ve told you what I
know.

COUNSEL: How come you forgot to mention this dramatic incident in the first, second, third and fourth
occasion when you were interviewed?

CAMARA: It is in my interview in my statement that I left Burkina Faso with Charles Taylor to go to
Liberia.

CHEESEMAN: Charles Taylor is not on trial for what he did in Liberia during his days as rebel leader
and as president. He is on trial for allegedly aiding and abetting the atrocities allegedly committed in
Sierra Leone by the RUF from 30th November 1996 to 18th January 2002. He is facing eleven count
charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Meanwhile, both Defence and Prosecution have
ended their cross and re-direct examinations of the eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara. The twelfth
witness is expected to take the stand on Thursday.
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sambian-NPFL Mercenary Tells Court Of

TOXY Rehels & Weapons
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g.]}q,] Prosacutor Alain Werner contin-
ued his examination of Hnkage
imess Suwandi Camara foday, Camara was
wased in brown pants, dark prorple facket,
Miow shizt and fe He. He estified agaln in
andlingn. Again there wens some problems
ith the intarpretagior. ard from time to tima
& Couert and the Deferee agked the Whiness
clarify his testmony,
arwanda Camaca testified to the following:
Zolba Base

In 1992 om two occnsions female Ceneral
5 came to Cobra Base where Camars wad
ttioned w collect pecruitd, The frst lime
mernl M5 coflected I companies to go o
thu o hefp the RUF soldiers The secomd
ne she collected vne company, also to go fo
srra Lepme 1o help FUF soldiers,

Camar was permanently stationed in the
‘bra Base, but occasionally e was sent ona
o {Temporary Dhaties in the Year),

In early 1992 Camara was sent to Lofa
ety by order ef General Mustapha Jal-
v 1o b Jallier's ssgiseant for three months.
s amignment was to check the mad lead.
; from Gharnga v Sierra Leone, RUF sol-
7= brought supplies {arms and ammuni-
) from Gbarngs to Sierra Lecne. During
8 Hme Jam Bockarie and his soddiers wis-
1 this lemporary base. When RUF soldbers
uld pams with supplics, his base woakd b
ormed by eadin me=nge from Gharmga,
mapa witnessed personclly at least thres
these transports, ene trandgoct in o double
sn pick up truck was acoompaniad by Fo-
+Bankeh. The route af these transpoets was:
oz Charngzn, Zoreer, Yella, Voirjama and
1 on o Serra Loong.

Aftor three menths Camara retamed o

Cobra bate where he stayed until be end of

263, By this time Manrice Kallon had taken
= gomimand of the BUF from Pa Gean, who
1cied an a road. Under Kallon's comemand
W civilians came with the HUE leaving
ir hoeres and villages in Lefa County, They
I no choice: staving meznt falling inte the
ads of ULIMD-K. who woald have killed

dviliars, aceusing them of conniving with

RLJE. 3000 of thege 5000 civillans, cen

women betwean the ages of 15 and 30,

o recriited as members of the RUE
ifa Dedenise Farce

“roam the end of 1995 oneil 1994, Tallow was

gred by Taylor to go to Lofa County for
mation LD {Lofa Defense Foroe]. ULIMOLE

er Alhafi Kromah had been attacking and

Jpying Lofa County since 1992 Tavior was

=ace balks with Kromah, so he could not
ck ULIMO-E. However, he wonded Lafa

by back unider his comman and there-
coeated the LDE, with which his name

id not be assoclated. Tayles assgned Yak-

Wl to be the political leader and spokes-

vof the LDE, Jallow wis the military leader

<msible for theoperation and put NPFL
iors in the LDE Rallon put “vamguands™

e LOF [EUF soldiers fram Sierra Lecne

«were in NPFL territory],

Jne day om the BBC radio program Fo-

Om Adrbes the ULDO-E spokesman an-

need that Jallow had been ambushed and

d by ULIMO-E. This was not trug, Since

w was Cambian, this was 2 Gambian

e Camorn met with jackson, a8 Gam-

and aide-de-camp of Taylor. Taylor was
mad that fallow was not dead and Tavior
thia message tansmitted by tadio to all

LF and NPFL bases, and afterwards the

soldiers pathered in Gharngan as reinforee-

t o fallow. These soldiers did not come by

lighway, since this raad was controlled by

AO-E. They wsed jungle paths From the

tin Lofa County to the civer 5t Paal and

& the river inbo the forest in Bong Courty

s bo Gharm.

be LUF began attacks in Lofa County.

rg this fme Camara received his third

wary assignment from the 555 Jallow

e him and needed him again. This as-

oent ook about T8 months. At the be-

g of the dssignment Camara’s rank wis

beuternars colonel, and after four months be
was prooobed bo colonel

* Due to the presence of ULBAD-K in large
parts of Lofa Couenty, the sapplies fur the LDF
could only ba transparted an biesh roads. Ther-
ing his 78 months assignment bo wag with
Fallow and the LIF kept being pushed out of
Lofa Cownty more Indo Bong County.

Tavtar’s Inntobrement in the LDF

= Camara mentiomed twice that the LOF was
formued by Chares Taylar himself The LOF
considbed of both NPFL and RLE Sgheers. Taps
lor appainted Walo a3 the political leadar of
the LOF and [allw as its military comemand-
e, Walo gave an inferview o the BEC mdio in
1993 while be was in Caines, in which he pre-
senvted himself as the LOF l=sder and said the
Lofa peaple wanted freedom, He rencunced

the NPFL. Tayior denied amy fmvobeement
with the LDE

* Camsara, however, explained that this was
justa cover-up for the iveznationa] commund-
ty, emabling Taylor to secretly have an arted
farce ot his dizpasal, while oficially respect-
Iy the csase-fre which had at the time had
bean arreed between the warring factons
in Liberin Publicly, Taylor ordersd the LOF
scddlers o surrender the fmontline and hand
themeelves aver to him. Secretly, he ordered
tham o petroat.

Arms and Ammunition Supplies from
Charnga

* The LDOF in Lofa County and the BUF in
Sierma Leone recelved arms and ammmiiion
supplies from the armory af the Exeeathe
Manzion at Gharga. Camara named Moses
as the man in chasge of the armory at Gharn.
2 and specified the wespons being nsed by
the LOF He named thie fallowing AK4Fs,
RPGE (Rockst Propelled Grenades), GMGTs
and LARS {Light Arm Rifleg At the end of
1892 the supply route o the LDE was me off
by ULIMO-E.

LDOF retreats from Lofa Counby

* After months of fghting, ULIMO-K pusted”
the LDF out of Lafa County. While
with the LDF Camarn and his eommander
Mustapha Jallow reached the territory of a

TIEMMNEDILAT | FESHWART T3 | 200

NFFL junios tommerinder called Tamba, alie  + Camara was summoned vwigh the ait
knewn ax Jongle A cmdfict developed be-  Gambians by Charles Taylor tocoms -t Ghau
tweien [allow and Jumgle. ungle feared et g2 They were &ppeinted in ﬁecurj.l]- fazr
Jalows, wha wiss pure senior in rank, would  tons and were responsible for guarding t
take over hin pomoiard. Jallow wis sum-  Executive Mangion. He seoved under Jallo
moned te Ghamgs and wis escorted there by who was appointed Security Commander
HUF salidids Junge and his moops stayed be-  the Mansion Groared avd spent 3-£ manths
hind and fought TLIMOK, but were svente-  the Executive Mansion, during which pers
ally pushed put. Camara heard from fungle’s  be overbward sevaral Instomces of cammn
ax-saldiers, who had left themn o join Jallow  cations between high ranking NPFL office
in Gbarnga, that Jangle Jeft for Sierma Leone  fincluding Gen. Jackson and Gers Yesiom) an
arad joimed the RUF to Gght with them. Jungle  the BUF. Camars worked close fo the con
did not dare to go bo Charnga, since he frared  munications roam and related et there w
Chardes Taylor would have him killed for op-  regular contace with the GLF foe apdates. T
posiny Tallow. Eventually, the LDF retreated  acplnined that the NPFL considared the B2
from Lofa Courdy be Gharnga together with o be “NPFL. yaungshers”, younger hrothars,
3000 civiliana G2 soldiers™ (WPTL soldiers  Sabrtage Opemtions
responsible for ecreening the civilians) se-  * Camara twstifiad sbout troops moving
skl s TUEETE, Voinjama wnder command of Gen. Moa A

lected 2000 hoalthy youths from amimng thess
civiliams, wihich whese brought by EMG (Ex-
evutive Mansion Groand) soldiers to the (-
bira 11 base, & second training camp, at Ganta
fx infantry training. They whers thess for
approximately three weeks, untll ULIMO-K
reached Gharngs

Battle Emem':t'.i 4

= Around SeprombesTetober 1984 UL
MO-K had taken control of Gharnga. They
maintaired comtrol for 23 months. After the
retreat from Lofa Connty, Camara stayed at
Cobra base in Bataln At this time Chagles
Taylor was in Chana at @ meeking with the
leadors of the warring fetions, An NFPFL
aperation o recapture contol of Gharmga,
known as Cperation Envedops, suowefod in
December 1994, [pan his return &0 Charnpa.
Charles Tayler had ordered the captising and
killing of six people who had high-ranking
posstions in his staff and who Taylor suspecs
@il of conspiring with ULIMO-K. Camam ne-
membered the names of three of the six peo-

ple that were killsd: Casging facob {Fxecative -

Mansion Chief of Staff), Michael Sebos (Task
Foree Commander) and Junio Ged [Thelta Force
Commander). Alsn, Camara stated that “san-
oivisg with the enemy™ was a standard expla-
nation given foe executons. Camara Guards
Executive Mansion

At Belle Yella and Zorzen, they sabotag:
ULIMO-K reates by placing landmines on &
mad, Camam described the access hatwes
Gharnga and Belle Yella consiated of cor tac
and footpaths through the forest,

Strike Foree Maring

* Upon being asked about the whereab o

of Merris Kallon in 1995, Camar testified th;
Kallem was at Cobra base and remained thes
with3-4of his bodvgmards and Misstapha Ja
lvw. Thee rest af the RUF scldiers who ware ¢
Cobra base, were ordered to join the Strik
Foree Masine ([SFML The 5FM was a specic
urit under MPFL ¢emmand. Charles Tay
Jor deployed this unit for special operstion:
Nivon Gaye, the first SEM Chief of Staff. wa
killad on orclers of Taylar on accusations b
Yesim of “moniving with the enemy”. He wa
replaced by (the Liberian, not the Gambise
Jack the Rebel in early 1993 The SFM wa
known for 18 vislence and croelty, inchding
atts of cannibalism. Camara testitied that “th
miapority of them had eaten human fleah™ Th
SFNTS motio, witicl could alse be found on
shirts worn by its members, was “maximun
death and destruction. in a minimum tme'
Camara learned this by conferring with SFl
memibars wiom be had met a2 Coben Bas
training camp. SF members were sent ten
to recefve advanced eommmumcntions bmin
ing. Camuara teatified that they would “take
people to the bush and they wonkd neve
come back” They would kill indiscriminately
mest, wameT, children, Wherever they went
thair aim was 0 bring “maximum dearh andé
destruction”,

Treatment of Civilians

= Camara spoke with civilions: men. women
and childper, Some were maltreated. ‘Wom-
en and girly claimed toe have been mped by
RUF omd,for NPFL soldiers, bat were not able
by give him mames, This happened in Siesa
Lecne, but Camara heard theit stories in Li-
beria when the civilians came to seek refuge
in Liberta. Comars has seen people with am-
putzted limbs who claimed RUF soldiers had
comumitbed the amputations,

Return o Gambia

" AL the end of 1995 the Gambtan govern-
ment negotlated for the retrn of Camam
and other Gambians, Tn March 1996 Charles
Tayiar and athers were bn Meswrovia o form
an interim government. When Tapler wens
1o Monrovia Camara and others went to D,
Manneh in bvory Coast and Tater to Senegal
The negptiztions [aled and the Gambians
wird grrestec. He was relsased in Decembser
2000 and returned g0 Gambia, At the end of
2002 b vetushed to Liberia whese he moot with
Tallowr who told him that the Combian officers
still had thedr ranka but no responsibilities.

A this moment, towards the end of his ex-
amination Camara casually mentioned’ that
Tallow (LDF Comumander and EMC Exscutive
Mansion Grounds Security Commander is
his nephew.

DHamands

* Jallow teld Camara that Thrahim Bah wos
involved with Taylor in business immlving di-
amonds. One tire Bah brought diamends to
Taydor for which Tavlor was to deli ods.
Tayler did ot de this and soughl §




Proxy Rehels & Weanons

ﬂfqﬁ Cross-Examinstion Begins

Defenae Connsel Terry Murvard began the creas-examination of Camars and bni-
tiadly ;'hullmgbd hﬁtﬂ,ﬁmon}r uy m}nns that pogt of his ewidence &= what others old im
rather than things he sov or beard himself. Camars answered that 75% of his evidencs 13 whas
e sxw or heard himself

Mumyands guastiond elicHed that

* Camasa was born in 1964 and about 24 years old when he =it Gambia io look fur work in
Libya, His goal was to Bve Gnanclally independent of his family,

* Investipators for the P'msscution came 10 Gambia ta G him, and he did aot sesk tham He
did not know how they had heard of hioe He agreed to having received reimiarsement for his
Eravel cogts, but said that he was never promised nov sctually received benefits for estifying in
this Court. The interviews were conducted in Englich by means of questions and ansveers. Al
bug avery baterview the investigators read him his wiritten statement before signing it Camarn
didd not knaw if the interviews were taped. 1

* In Librva Camara’s father in law, who was alwo working there, introduced him to Alhag? Sai-
kou falth wivo bn tuen lneodisced hism to Eoskol Samba Sarrang, akoa. Dr. Manneh. He Latar
||:i.nu:f5C|FAwhﬂ1beminIeruﬁ. Camm'sa:ul was later to averthrow L'I'lcﬂunmnt'
Cambla and it wies pot bda inbention at thet moment o Bzbt in Likberia, After jolndng SOFA he
was able to go b Matabe, which is for world revofutionaries only and et for regalar workers,
as Muryard pu it Camnra jolned SOPA In Jaby/August 1088, which was & months aaclier than
Camara said in an eardier stabernent bo the Prosscution. Camara confirmed that be was not pres-
erit in the attemphed coup detat of D, Manreh in 1981

At thds point. the Conert acfjoa s at 430 pom ansil bomerrow 330 am

Wemer referred Camara to his prior statements of that morming and last Friday concerning
thur 5000 clvilians having been taken from Lata County o Gharnga in Bong County, the SBLS
anc the Strike Foroe Marine Division

Camara further testified abowut his returm to Cambia in Decermber 2000 and his return to Libe-
ria i SepiembenOctober 2002, At that time, Camaza spoke with Mustapha Jallow in Monrovia
who informed him that the Gambians sl had thedr military ranks, but were not given any
respansibilities During this seasion Camars relased to the Conrt for the St Hime that [allow,
Commander of the LDF and EMG Security Commander, was his nephew. Camara testified
ber tfue strong ties between Mustapha Jaliow and Thrahim Bah and bow Bah and Taylor weoe
Irvvelved in diamord transactions. 1

P.t3.3l.lpm. Werner conchedes his examimiston of the Witness and Defense Coones]
Mfarrpard beging his cross-examination of Camara, Munyord questioned Camara on whether
hiis testimony was not for the larger part heamay instead of things he had witnesned himself, to
which Camara answered that 80% of his testimony relabed to everds that he had witnessed or
heard himself Munyard further questioned him ibnu:tihlrﬁnunfhis::hul'prn:mn in Libe-
ria. ABcast his interviews with the Progecution's investgabars, his history inGambia, his reasons
Frrrlnnvi'ngﬂambhmdwh}'am hoay he became a membir of S0FA

At2.30 pm the Court adjourns untill tomorsow 9350 a.m. ¢

After months of Aghting. Ulimo-K pushed back the LOF to Chafnga. Eventually. the LOF
retreated from Loda County o Gharnga topether with 5,000 civillans, NFFL scldiers selecbed
2,000 healthy youths from amang these civilians and brosght them to the Cobiea [ base at Canta

To b comtinned
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Demanded

~ForGus

allowing the gratiog
of his ::ﬂ:lm[ nfter &n
cight yuar jail somtence
one of the most e
tial et endorful foreigmn
By stpesrpanny in LiDeria rl:u.‘it@ P
krisls, Gimzs wan | Koawenhoen

foonid Tse heacted for jail. with stitn
prosécntoes demanding 10 years

land & finie of S50 004, more !bum.

It was reported Tast week thal
Hormer President Chasles Tuflnr

o tefal for war crimes

vald he witness foe Gus. Bt i

s 1ot known i Mr Taylor, @ cioe

af the Dufehman who be-

wizking fortunes hesé during

era of Saomes] K. Doe, took the

for man who, scoording:

of the dorumenis presentec

oot sxid all ke did in Litsici
in s (Tilor sy inbeo=t

s cnmmmﬂgdn{m W

fortmnes. bers; J.nc]ucb.n_g r]u: -dmdg.' W THer-
ahiip of Hotel Africa and the Oriental Timber
Company, listed as as a channed fur weapoos
inpoarts.

Keports say the Duatch public prosecutor on
Meorday demanded a S0year prison term for
Gmas Kouwenhover, a former arms dealer

syspected of iflegal weagons activities in L
beria
Speakiny befune the court in The Hague, the

public prosecutee said Kowwenhoven oo
mitted several war crimes and also violated
arm trade prohisitions.

In addition to the jil term, tee
demansded that Keuwsnhoven pay a €450 000
Ao

Mr Eoowenhoven |s suspected of provid-
ing weapons betwesn 2000 and 2003 to oo
Tiberian president Charies Taylor during the
Libsetiam ciwil war.
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The Monitor (Liberia)
Thursday, 14 February 2008
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[.eoal scholar draws parallel on S/L case



Tayior will be set free -

ints are amerging
from the ongoing
tial in The Hague
af-former Libarian
prasident Charles Ghankay
Taylor that he has Chances
of gaining an adgqulttal.
This i5 based significantly
on the vardict that f
emerped from the Sgecial
Conert for Sderma Leone.
According to.a legal
expart wha chserved the
*AFRC Trial’ (Proseculor v,
Brima, Kamazs and Kanuj,
Treal Chamber [F Tuled that
the joint criminal ecker-
prise {known lo insicders &%
JCE) alleged by the
Prosipculor was not ong
imvolving & crime within:
the jurisdiction of the
Ceurt, and dismissed amy
chargas that depended
upan such a Ihmr}-.
Irv the analysis, Praf.
William Schabas [Magianal
Liniversity af Lrekamd,
Calway| said simiar |
allegabions underpin the
indictment of Charles -
Taylor and therefors
Taylor chances of of being
& [roe man once more has
increased. Sea onalvsls
below:
The indigtment in Brinsi.
Esimarn and Kamue had
alleged that they ‘shared a
commien plan, purpose or
design (joint orimimal
enterprise) which was to
ke any ackions necesary
to gain and exercise
political power and contral
aveer the tarmitary of Serra |
Lemn, in particular the
diamand mining areas.
The natural resaurces of
Sserra Leone, in particular
the diamonds, wens L ba
provided & parsons
putside Sierra Leona in
relurn for assistarde ln
carrying out the joint
criminal enterprise. The
inglictment alse gald that
the joint criminal enk:
pris= ipvalved gainiog and
woercising control over the | i
population of Sierra Leans

in ardet to pravent or at
minimize resistance b a
their pecgraphic control,

and o use members of the

populatian to provide
support to the members of
the ]ul.nr criminal anter-
prise.”

According b the Trial
Chamber, the 'cammon
purpese’ pheaded in the
Andictment is aet a8 crime

within the Special Court's Wl
tmsmdictinn The Trial w“
=
"
of

AMHMTET TEIErTes ) as. 1
earliar puling of the 1
4 Chamber, which 1
held that ‘there s na rule  *
ugalnst rebellion i -
internatianal law’, (The
Prosecubar tan't say e

wam't warmad The same

eriticism of hzs approach o
JCE appaared in my book,
The UM International
Criminal Tribunals,
published more than #
year aga by Cambridge
Linivarsity Pross.)

The joint crimimzl
enterprise theary af
Ieability & nob set out
explicitly in the Sthste af
the Spevini Court. s
existenie i the result of a
rather liberal inberpreta-
tian af the text. Tha thoory
ariginates ina ]u&gmenl af
the Appesls Chamber of
the Tncernational Criminal
Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia, Tris nat
without controversy,
especially berause the sa-
called third category of
joint criminal enkarprise,
or |CE 3, allows-the:
convictan of an individual
for crimes couinitied by
these who shared the
commion illegal purposs,
wvens erimas that the
individual did not intend.

Sope critice have said
that JCE means ‘just
conwict evarvane’. Becent
judgmients of thir [CTY
Appeals Chamber reveal 4
lengering unease wilh (v
theart, ot haast among
sama of the udgoes.

JCE has cerminly provan
1o be & very potent kool of
Ihi prosscdlion at the
[nternasonal Criminal
Tribunal fer the locwer
Yugaslavis, and promised
iy o the same ak the
Special Court for Sherra
Lsana, But at the Yugsaslas
via Tribunal, preseculofs
ek care o allege a .
commaon pufpose or joint
eriminal enterprise o
commit ethnie ceanging,
which is a Foarm nf orime
ogainst fumanity and
clearly o crime within the
[u:-L-ldknun of the inslitu-
tion. Mol se for the Spectal
Coutt, whose proseculien
team rather inexpertly
alleged a jrint criminal
entarprise o commit
something which is fat a
crime. [n the AFRC cas=,
this was not fatal bo the
progecurian case, hecause it
was nad difficult b preve
that e accused had
actually commitied er
ardered the commassian of
atrocties in the copital
Freceown, and i the
Bombali region. They
ware feld cammandors
who personally engaged m
viglentacts, But much of
the profecution case wes
rejucted because with

. respect ko atrocitles

committed elsewhera [n
the coumiry, tha charges
relivd wpan the thanry af
joint ¢riminal emierprise.
Unliks the AFRC accused,
Taylor never actunlly set
faat in Sierra Leare during
the eanflict and did nat
appeac to have roops
there directly wnder his
cammand when the warst
atrocities wers committed.
His ipvalvemant was
azch less direct thas that
of the AFRC leaders. Thus

tha iminr rriminal PoieTs

-FI-'IbE' sheory i3 quile

central o the prasecuticn
thaory in the case against
Teler. s rejeckion in this
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First judgment potentally
has devastating conse-
quences for the prosecn-

o
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UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Final Autopsy Says Teenager Was Sexually Abused and Murdered

...Government Orders Guardians Arrested

(The News, The Informer, Heritage, Public Agenda, Daily Observer, The New Liberia, National Chronicle, The
Analyst, New Democrat)

e The Government of Liberia through the Ministry of Justice yesterday released the much
awaited autopsy report concerning the death of little Angel Meideh Togba, who was reportedly
found dead sometime ago at the residence of her guardians. Justice Minister Cllr. Philip
Banks, who read the findings of the autopsy report at a news conference Tuesday, said they
have unearthed that the deceased was strangled to death.

e Minister Banks said the report also uncovered that the attempted hanging of little Angel was
made subsequent to her strangulation. According to Justice Minister Banks, the case is not a
simple one as some may believe but that the government was not just merely seeking to
receive an autopsy report and act upon it, because doing such would not been an exhaustive
and comprehensive investigation.

¢ He said in spite of the fact that many persons have advocated on having the report released,
the government was determined to make sure that the findings were put out to form part of a
comprehensive investigation; rather than dealing with the matter in what he called, “piece
meal.”

e Minister Banks said the government wanted to release the report and at the same time have
its team submit the findings and the conclusion it has reached in respect to the murder of the
deceased. “This conclusion shows the impossibility of Ms. Togba hanging herself,” Minister
Banks added.

e He said the deceased guardians were under arrest and will face investigation. Last
November, the remains of little Angie was discovered in the house of her guardians who
alleged that the deceased hung herself in their bathroom. When autopsy was first conducted
into the incident, the Ministry of Justice through the office of Solicitor General, Cllr. Tiawon
Gongloe said there was no foul play into the girl’s death but the report was vehemently
condemned by several child rights advocate and human rights groups, thus prompting a
second autopsy report into the matter. The government brought in foreign pathologist and
investigators, which detected foul play in the girl’s death.

EU Approves US$7 Million for Rural Electrification
(The Inquirer)

e The European Commission approved a €4.8million contribution (approximately USD 7 million)
to a program linking three counties to the West African Power Pool (WAPP).

e As a result of the 30 month cross-border programme, 131,000 people mainly in rural
communities of Maryland, Nimba and Grand Gedeh will be connected to the electricity grid
and supplied with power, a European Commission release has disclosed.

e EC said the destruction and vandalization of power infrastructure during the war, no public
supply of electricity has been available to Liberia.

Radio Summary
Local Media - Star Radio (News culled today from website 10:00am)
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Four Lawmakers to Face Probe today for alleged Bribe Taking

Investigation into the long-standing bribery allegation involving some members of the House
of Representatives resumed today with four lawmakers - Representatives Samuel Bondo,
Saar Gbollie, Kettehkumuehn Murray and Rufus Gbeor - supposedly linked to the scandal due
to appear before the House Judiciary Committee to answer to questions.

The House of Representatives’ Judiciary Committee last week began the investigation into
bribery allegations against the lawmakers, with the principal accuser, Representative Edwin
Snowe, submitting as evidence a document and two compact discs which he claimed have the
voices of the four lawmakers admitting to taking bribes to remove him as speaker.

(Also reported on ELBC, Sky FM, Truth FM, Radio Veritas)

Cause of Death Established for Teenager

The Liberian Government on Tuesday announced that thirteen year old Angel Togba was
strangled to death. Justice Minister Philip Banks said investigation further shows that prior to
the murder of little Angel Togba, she was sexually abused.

On the issue of the girl’'s missing parts, Minister Banks said the funeral home had earlier
denied knowledge but later indicated it relocated the parts.

The Attorney General told a news conference that the Justice Ministry is investigating how the
funeral home found little Angle’s missing parts and where.

Clir. Banks said government would indict Mr. and Mrs. Hans Williams and others who are
involved directly and in-directly.

Meanwhile, the parents of little Angel Togba have called on Solicitor General, Tiawan Gongloe
to recuse himself from the case involving the Hans Williams’ family.

The parents said they no longer have confidence in Counselor Gongloe to represent the state
in the case.

Mr. Williams reported in November last year that little Angel committed suicide by hanging
herself in the bathroom. A first autopsy report released by Solicitor General Gongloe said
there was no foul play, something which prompted serious public outcry. The public argued
African minors are not suicidal.

The protest compelled government to hire the services of a Cuban Pathology and two
Ghanaian detectives to administer a new investigation.

(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM , ELBC, Sky FM)
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