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BBC World Service Trust 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
 
By Joseph Cheeseman, at The Hague 
 
Chamber Two of the Special Court sitting in The Hague opened Thursday morning with the accused 
former Liberian president, Charles Taylor, absent. The Presiding Judge, Teresa Doherty, expressed 
concern again. Journalists and guests watching the trial thought another big problem had befallen the 
Court again. As Joseph Cheeseman reports, Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths then cleared the doubt on 
the mind of every one and told the Court why the accused was absent. 
 
GRIFFITHS: A helicopter landing on the motorway. As a consequence the whole motorway was blocked 
up. And I’m told that those charged with bringing Mr. Taylor to Court thought that there was a security 
risk if they came to be stuck in traffic because the whole centre of Den Haag was closed up, and so 
consequently they returned to Scheveningen.  
 
PRESIDING JUDGE JUSTICE TERESA DOHERTY: Thank you for that explanation. 
 
CHEESEMAN: Following Charles Taylor’s arrival in Court, Prosecution Liberian witness “Zigzag” 
Marzah continued his cross-examination by admitting that he committed atrocities in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, and Guinea on Charles Taylor’s orders. He said Taylor constituted a unit codenamed “No Baby On 
Target”. Zigzag recalled how ECOMOG and UN troops were slaughtered by NPFL and RUF forces.  
 
The Defence team denied that Charles Taylor was present at a Monrovia beach when a pregnant woman 
was allegedly buried alive. Defence lawyer Courtenay Griffiths wondered why Zigzag Marazah did not 
mention an important issue such as the burial of the pregnant woman to investigators of the Special Court 
until late February 2008. But Zigzag Marzah testified that Charles Taylor was indeed present at the 
sacrifice of the pregnant woman captured from central Monrovia. He named some of those present at the 
burial of the woman.  
 
MARZAH: At that time, [Budoh] was not [A.D. Kam]. He was just a security. They were there. Benjamin 
Yeaten was there. [Azay Musan] was there. Joe [Towah] was there. Sando Johnson was there.  
 
GRIFFITHS: You of course were there. 
 
MARZAH: And my very self, I was present. And [some]... 
 
GRIFFITHS: And Charles Taylor... 
 
MARZAH: ...if you ask me and I am answering your question, don’t interrupt, please. I’m here, I’m 
answerable to your question Mr. Lawyer. So when you permit me to answer you I will talk. Talk again. 
 
GRIFFITHS: I apologise. 
 
CHEESEMAN: Defence Lawyer, QC Griffiths indicated to the Court that he perceived some 
contradictions in Zigzag’s testimonies and previous interviews he had with investigators of the Court, 
regarding the time the witness met both Charles Taylor and Foday Sankoh. 
 
GRIFFITHS: Lo and behold they got it wrong a second time when they said...[unheard, interrupted my 
Marzah] in the Ivory Coast. Who’s responsible for that? 
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MARZAH: I don’t go in Burkina Faso. I was in Ivory Coast. I told you I only took training from Israel. 
Besides that I didn’t go to Burkina Faso; that Prince Johnson told me about Charles Taylor. I met Sankoh 
and Charles Taylor in Broplay and I began to know Sankoh through Taylor in Broplay. 
 
GRIFFITHS: Would you agree, Mr. Marazah, that the reference to you meeting Sankoh in Burkina Faso, 
it’s either a lie told by you – can I finish my question – it’s either a lie told by you, or they’ve written 
down wrongly what you told them. Which is the right answer? What’s happened? Is it a lie, or have they 
recorded it wrongly? 
 
MARZAH: I cannot kiss the Bible to come and lie. No. I’m telling you what I told the people. I told the 
people about meeting Charles Taylor, even to  know Sankoh, they were in Broplay during the arrival of 
Charles Taylor. That’s a mistake. It’s their mistake.  
 
GRIFFITHS: So it’s their fault. 
 
MARZAH: Yes. 
 
CHEESEMAN: Zigzag said he was trained in Israel and later assigned by former Liberian President 
Samuel Doe as a member of the Special Anti-Terrorist Unit, the SATU. Zigzag told the Court he left 
Liberia and went into exile in Ivory Coast after the failed of Coup d’tat of 1985. 
 
This is Joseph Cheeseman, reporting for the BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground, 
from The Hague. 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
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Taylor 'made rebels eat enemies'  
Ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor ordered militias 
to eat the flesh of their enemies, a former death 
squad leader has told his war crimes trial.  

Joseph "Zigzag" Marzah said Mr Taylor had instructed his 
fighters in Liberia to even eat UN peacekeepers to "set an 
example for the people to be afraid".  

Mr Taylor is on trial at The Hague for backing rebels in 
Sierra Leone in an 11-year war in which thousands died.  

He has denied the 11 charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes.  

The trial at the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has been moved away 
from West Africa because of fears that it could lead to renewed instability in the 
region.  

It began last June, but was adjourned until January after only one day when Mr 
Taylor dismissed his lawyer. Many witnesses have since testified behind closed 
doors.  

Cannibalism  

Mr Marzah, a key prosecution witness, agreed to appear in open court only after 
lengthy negotiations over the protection provided for him and his family.  

Describing himself as Mr Taylor's former chief of 
operations and commander of a death squad in Liberia 
and Sierra Leone, Mr Marzah said the former leader 
ordered militias to eat the flesh of enemies in Liberia, 
including African and UN peacekeepers.  

"He said we should eat them. Even the UN white people - 
he said we could use them as pork to eat," Mr Marzah 
said, adding that it was to "set an example for the people 
to be afraid".  

He said repeatedly that nothing was done without an explicit order from Mr Taylor 
and that anyone who violated his commands would be executed.  

Mr Taylor is accused of funding 
Sierra Leone's former rebels 

 

He said we should 
eat them... Even the 
UN white people - he 
said we could use 
them as pork to 
eat  
 
Joseph "Zigzag" Marzah 

  

BBC 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
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Mr Marzah then recalled how the victims of the 
cannibalism were usually members of the Krahn tribe of 
Liberia's former president, Samuel Doe, who was in power 
in 1989 when Mr Taylor started the country's six-year civil 
war.  

However, he said they had also included troops from the 
West African Ecomog peacekeeping force, which was 
deployed in 1990, and some UN peacekeepers.  

The international peacekeepers eventually helped stabilise 
Liberia, leading to a peace agreement in 1995 and a presidential election two years 
later that Mr Taylor won.  

"We ate a few [Ecomog soldiers], but not many. But many were executed, about 
68," Mr Marzah said.  

'Throw away the head'  

When asked by defence lawyer Courtenay Griffith about how the militiamen would 
"prepare a human being" for eating, Mr Marzah described the splitting, cleaning, 
decapitating and cooking of the corpse with salt and pepper.  

"We slit your throat, butcher you... throw away the head, take the flesh and put it in
a pot... Charles Taylor knows that," he added.  

Mr Marzah also described how he had killed so many men, women and children that 
he had lost count, and also slit open the stomachs of pregnant women on Mr 
Taylor's orders.  

Earlier in his testimony, Mr Marzah told the court he had taken weapons, some 
stored at Mr Taylor's presidential mansion, to Sierra Leone and returned to Liberia 
with diamonds which he then delivered to Mr Taylor.  

Mr Taylor is accused of funding Sierra Leone's former rebels, the Revolutionary 
United Front, by selling diamonds on their behalf and buying weapons for them.  

The RUF became notorious for hacking off the hands and legs of civilians during 
their armed rebellion in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2002.  

Mr Taylor began an uprising 
against the Liberian government in 
1991 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
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Reuters 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
 
Liberia's Taylor ordered cannibalism, court told 
  
By Alexandra Hudson 
 
AMSTERDAM, March 13 (Reuters) - Former Liberian President Charles Taylor ordered his militias to 
eat the flesh of captured enemies and U.N. soldiers, a former close aide testified on Thursday at Taylor's 
war crimes trial. 
 
"He (Taylor) said we should eat them. Even the U.N. white people -- he said we could use them as pork to 
eat," Joseph "ZigZag" Marzah, who described himself as Taylor's former death squad commander, told 
the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone. 
 
Taylor, once one of Africa's most feared warlords, faces charges of rape, murder, mutilation and 
recruitment of child soldiers during a 1991-2002 conflict. He has pleaded not guilty. 
 
Marzah, on his second day as witness in his former leader's trial, gave graphic details of atrocities in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone and of an ingrained culture of violence and brutality. 
 
On Wednesday he described how he had killed so many men, women and children he had lost count, and 
he had also slit open the stomachs of pregnant women on Taylor's order. More than 250,000 people died 
in intertwined wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone. Prosecutors say Taylor wanted to plunder neighbouring 
Sierra Leone's diamonds and destabilise its government by controlling and arming rebels. The 60-year-old 
former leader frowned at times during Marzah's cross-examination by his lawyer. 
 
Taylor's defence counsel challenged Marzah's testimony, saying he was lying and asked him whether he 
had approached prosecutors in order to escape punishment himself. 
 
When asked how he prepared humans to eat Marzah said: "We slit your throat, butcher you ... throw away 
the head, take the flesh and put it in a pot ... Charles Taylor knows that." 
 
Marzah, 49, is the 20th witness for the prosecution since Taylor's trial began in earnest at the start of 
January. 
 
Earlier in his testimony Marzah said he took weapons, some stored at Taylor's presidential mansion, to 
Sierra Leone and returned to Liberia with diamonds which he handed to Taylor. 
 
The wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone were particularly brutal. Thousands of civilians had their limbs 
hacked off by drug-crazed rebels, many of them children. Taylor went into exile in Nigeria after he was 
overthrown in 2003 and was handed over to the court after international pressure was put on the Nigerian 
authorities. 
 
His trial was moved to The Hague because of fears it could reignite instability if held in Sierra Leone. 
(Editing by Richard Balmforth) 
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Associated Press 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
 
Witness gives graphic account of cannibalism in Charles Taylor trial  
 
By Arthur Max 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands – Grim tales of cannibalism highlighting the brutality of West Africa's civil 
wars emerged in testimony Thursday at the war crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor.  
Joseph “Zigzag” Marzah, who described himself as Taylor's chief of operations and head of the death 
squad before Taylor became president, said African peacekeepers and even United Nations personnel 
were killed and eaten on the battlefield by Taylor's militiamen.  
 
Prosecutors described Marzah as a key witness with inside knowledge of the former Liberian president's 
operations in Liberia and neighboring Sierra Leone, where he is accused of responsibility for the 
widespread murder, rape and amputations committed by soldiers loyal to him.  
 
Taylor, 59, has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He is accused 
of orchestrating violence in Sierra Leone's civil war, which ended in 2002, and trading in illegally mined 
diamonds to finance the conflict.  
 
The trial by the Special Court for Sierra Leone, in The Hague, Netherlands, began last June but adjourned 
after one day when Taylor fired his lawyer. It reconvened in January, but many prosecution witnesses 
have testified behind closed doors for fear of retribution.  
 
Marzah appeared in open court after lengthy negotiations involving protection for him and his family.  
 
Prodded under cross-examination by defense lawyer Courtenay Griffith, Marzah gave a sometimes-
graphic description of cannibalism that altered between the ritual taking of vengeance and the practical 
need for food.  
 
He repeatedly said nothing was done without Taylor's instructions, and that anyone who violated Taylor's 
orders would be executed.  
 
“Did Charles Taylor order you to eat people?” Griffith asked.  
 
“Yes, to set an example for the people to be afraid,” Marzah replied.  
 
He appeared unfazed by Griffith's blunt queries, and responded in matter-of-fact tones to such questions 
as “How do you prepare a human being for the pot?”  
 
Marzah then described the splitting, cleaning, decapitating and cooking of the corpse with salt and pepper. 
“We throw your head away,” he said.  
 
He said the victims were usually from the ethnic Krahn, the tribe of former Liberian President Samuel 
Doe whom Taylor set out to topple in 1989. But they also included peacekeepers from the Nigerian-led 
ECOMOG, the African peacekeeping force sent to the area in 1990, and some U.N. people, he said.  
 
“How many ECOMOG soldiers did you eat?” the attorney asked.  
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“We ate a few but not many. But many were executed, about 68,” the witness said, and several U.N. 
personnel also were captured. The time and location of the incident were unclear.  
 
“Which ones taste best?” Griffith asked.  
 
“There was no alternative but to do it your own way,” Marzah replied.  
 
Enemies, he was told, “are no longer human beings.”  
 
Taylor, then head of the National Patriotic Liberian Front, said in interviews at the time that he considered 
ECOMOG to be just another warring faction in the multisided civil wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  
 
Later, ECOMOG helped stabilize the region, allowing elections in Liberia in 1997 that Taylor won.  
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PR-Inside.com 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
 
Witness gives graphic account of cannibalism in Charles Taylor trial 
 
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) - Grim tales of cannibalism highlighting the brutality of West Africa's 
civil wars emerged in testimony Thursday at the war crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles 
Taylor. 
 
Joseph «Zigzag» Marzah, who described himself as Taylor's chief of operations and head of the Death 
Squad before Taylor became president, said African peacekeepers  
 
and even United Nations personnel were killed and eaten on the battlefield by Taylor's militiamen. 
Prosecutors described Marzah as one of their key witnesses, testifying with inside knowledge of the 
former Liberian president's operations in Liberia and neighboring Sierra Leone, where he is accused of 
responsibility for the widespread murder, rape and amputations committed by soldiers loyal to him. 
Taylor, 59, has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He is accused 
of orchestrating violence in Sierra Leone's civil war, which ended in 2002, and trading in illegally mined 
diamonds to finance the conflict. 
 
The trial by the Special Court for Sierra Leone, sitting in the Dutch city of The Hague, began last June but 
adjourned after one day when Taylor fired his lawyer. It reconvened in January, but many prosecution 
witnesses have testified behind closed doors for fear of retribution. 
 
Marzah appeared in open court after lengthy negotiations involving protection for him and his family. 
Prodded under cross-examination by defense lawyer Courtenay Griffith, Marzah gave a sometimes 
graphic description of cannibalism that altered between the ritual taking of vengeance and the practical 
need for food. 
 
He repeatedly said nothing was done without Taylor's instructions, and that anyone who violated Taylor's 
orders would be executed. 
 
«Did Charles Taylor order you to eat people?» Griffith asked. 
 
«Yes, to set an example for the people to be afraid,» Marzah replied. 
 
He appeared unfazed by Griffith's blunt queries, and responded in matter-of-fact tones to such questions 
as «How do you prepare a human being for the pot 
 
Marzah then described the splitting, cleaning, decapitating and cooking of the corpse with salt and pepper. 
«We throw your head away,» he said. 
 
He said the victims were usually from the ethnic Krahn, the tribe of former Liberian President Samuel 
Doe whom Taylor set out to topple in 1989. But they also included peacekeepers from the Nigerian-led 
ECOMOG, the African peacekeeping force sent to the area in 1990, and some U.N. people, he said. 
«How many ECOMOG soldiers did you eat?» the attorney asked. 
 
«We ate a few but not many. But many were executed, about 68,» the witness said, and several U.N. 
personnel also were captured. The time and location of the incident were unclear. 
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«Which ones taste best?» Griffith asked. 
 
«There was no alternative but to do it your own way,» Marzah replied. 
 
Enemies, he was told, «are no longer human beings. 
 
Taylor, then head of the National Patriotic Liberian Front, said in interviews at the time that he considered 
ECOMOG to be just another warring faction in the multisided civil wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 
Later, ECOMOG helped stabilize the region, allowing elections in Liberia in 1997 that Taylor won.  
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Heritage (Liberia) 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
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Liberian Express (Liberia) 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
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Cocorioko website 
Friday, 14 March 2008 
 
CDF Appeals latest : By Rev. Alfred Sam-Foray  
        
Written by Rev. Alfred Sam-Foray      
  
Alieu Kondewa was sentenced to terms ranging from five to eight years to run consecutively.  With time already 
served, he has 39 months left on his original sentence.  He has since appealed his sentence.  Additionally, the 
Prosecutor has appealed for longer sentences for both men claiming that the gravity of the alleged offences 
demanded longer sentences similar to the fifty year sentences accorded the AFRC defendants.  READ THE 
WHOLE STORY : 
 
CDF APPEALS 
 
Former CDF Director of War, Moinina Fofana, and former Kamajor High Priest and Chief Initiator, Dr. Alieu 
Kondewa, through Counsel today concluded oral arguments in the appeals phase of their nearly five year old trial.  
Fofana and Kondewa were arrested in June 2003 and charged with eight counts each of violations of Article 3 
Common to the Geneva Conventions (War Crimes), crimes against humanity and violations of ordinary 
humanitarian laws (recruitment of child soldiers).   
 
In August 2007, the Trial Chamber of the special court found both men guilty of four counts each and in the case of 
Alieu Knodewa an additional count for recruitment of persons under 15 years of age into armed conflict.  Fofana 
was sentenced to terms ranging from three to six years to run consecutively.  With time already served, he has 15 
months left on his original sentence  Fofana did not appeal his sentence. Neither man was found guilty of the more 
serious crimes against humanity. 
 
Alieu Knodewa was sentenced to terms ranging from five to eight years to run consecutively.  With time already 
served, he has 39 months left on his original sentence.  He has since appealed his sentence.  Additionally, the 
Prosecutor has appealed for longer sentences for both men claiming that the gravity of the alleged offences 
demanded longer sentences similar to the fifty year sentences accorded the AFRC defendants. 
 
In a separate and highly caustic rebuttal of his colleagues, Sierra Leone jurist and Eastern Kentucky University 
Dean, Roslo John Bankole Thompson, acquitted the men on all eight counts.  In his dissent, Justice Thompson drew 
a sharp distinction between what he called moral guilt and criminal responsibility.  Thompson maintained that while 
the actions of the defendants were morally wrong as charged, the men did not bear criminal responsibility and 
declared them not guilty and accordingly acquitted them of all charges.  The two other judges on the Chamber, 
Cameroonian jurist, Mutanga Itoe, and Canadian jurist, Pierre Boutet, ruled in the majority. 
 
Number One Accused, Chief Sam Hinga Norman, died while in the custody of the court in February 2007 before 
the verdict.  His case was aborted following his death and he is not figured in the present proceedings.  Fofana is 
represented in his appeal by Wilfred Davidson Bola Carol. He dismissed his trial legal team prior to the appeals.   
Kondewa is represented by Yada Williams.  He also dismissed part of his original legal team including Chief 
Counsel, Charles Francis Margai, prior to the appeals.  Our sources say that both Ms. Williams and Mr. Carol put 
forth a very compelling argument for acquittal for the respective clients. 
 
The Appeals Chamber can make one of three rulings for either defendant.  It could stay the original sentences, 
reduce or dismiss them altogether, or if the Prosecutor prevails, increase the sentences. No time was set for the 
appeals ruling.  The court will be in judicial recess from March 17 to March 28.  We hope to hear from them shortly 
thereafter. 
 
Alfred Munda SamForay 
CDF Defence Fund... 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

13 March 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Seventeen Persons Arrested for Attacking UNMIL Vehicles and Staff Members 
(Liberian Express, The News, The Informer, Heritage, The Analyst) 

 
• Police in Monrovia have arrested 17 persons and are investigating them in connection with a 

violent demonstration in which two UNMIL vehicles were burnt and three staff members 
injured on Tuesday.   

• Between 16 and 20 individuals, believed to be former individual contractors with the mission 
angry over a change to its maintenance contract, burned two jeeps and damaged a third 
vehicle at Star Base on Bushrod Island, Monrovia, about 6:30 am, UNMIL said in a statement.  

• Liberia National Police, backed by UNMIL military and formed police units (FPUs), responded 
and brought the situation under control. 

• The Mission on Tuesday issued a statement condemning the incident. 

Liberia and Three UN Agencies Signed U.S $207 Million Agreement  
(The News) 
  

• The Government of Liberia and three United Nations agencies in Liberia have signed the 
Country Programme Action Plans (CPAPs) detailing areas of support and collaboration 
between the agencies and the government.  

• The agencies include United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) with a combined 
support of US$ 207.85 million of core and non-core resources for the period 2008 - 2012.  

• The CPAPs of the three agencies were recently developed in close collaboration with the 
government outlining the implementation of respective Country Programme Documents 
approved by the Executive Boards of United Nations Funds and Programmes in New York. The 
UN agencies in Liberia have harmonized their programme circle beginning 2008 - 2012 
consistent with the government's Poverty Reduction Strategy.  

Census Enumerators Cry Foul – Protest Sitting Fee  
(The Inquirer and The News) 
 

• [sic:]What could be major a setback for the country's first post-war national census has 
sparked off at various census centres around the country as would be enumerators have 
begun boycotting the tabulation exercise. The enumerators who are sitting on a four-day 
intensive workshop to effect the census process yesterday disrupted the normal process after 
receiving information that each enumerator is to receive US$5.00 per day. Following the 
abrupt halt of the regular workshop session which began yesterday throughout the country, 
would be enumerators at the William V.S. Tubman High School in Sinkor explained that they 
were informed by LISGIS that the US$5.00 which is their sitting fee would not be given to 
them until after the 4-day workshop.  

• According to The News newspaper, some aggrieved applicants who allegedly failed the 
Census Aptitude Test (CAT) administered by the Liberia Institute for Statistics and Geo 
Information Services (LISGIS) disrupted an ongoing training for successful applicants at the 
William V.S. Tubman and G.W. Gibson High Schools in Monrovia. 
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• LISGIS Executive Director Dr. Edward Liberty claimed that the aggrieved applicants who 
protested the results of the test forced their way into the workshop and erroneously informed 
participants that LISGIS had deducted US$15 from the US$20 allocated daily for each 
candidate. 

Man, 38, Charged for 'Killing' His Children  
(The News, Daily Observer) 

• A 38-year-old man, Sallie J. Sheriff has been charged for allegedly killing his two daughters, 
and inflicting serious wounds on his wife in Tubmanburg, Bomi County.  

• Defendant Sheriff, a Sierra Leonean, gruesomely caused the death of his daughters, Aminata 
Sheriff, 5, and Haja Mariama Sheriff, 4 years old.  

• Court document revealed that on March 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., the defendant walked to the 
house of his wife Rhamatu Sheriff with a cutlass entered the room and locked the door while 
his children were sleeping.  

• "He grabbed the two children chopped their heads off, killing them instantly. After hearing 
screaming sound from the room, his wife tried to enter, but to no avail," records disclosed.  

Insider Witness speaks of Taylor’s Connection with RUF Rebels  
(Liberian Express, Heritage, New Democrat) 
 

• A former comrade-in-arms of Charles Taylor on Wednesday told judges at the Liberian ex-
president's war crimes trial that Taylor ordered him to take arms to Sierra Leone rebels and 
exchange them for diamonds. 

• Prosecutors described Joseph Marzah, alias Zigzag Marzah as one of their key witnesses, 
testifying with inside knowledge of the former Liberian president's operations in Liberia and 
neighboring Sierra Leone, where he is accused of responsibility for the widespread murder, 
rape and amputations committed by soldiers loyal to him. 

 

Radio Summary 
 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
Health Ministry launches President Bush's Malaria Initiative Friday  
 

• The health ministry says it would on Friday launch the President George Bush’s Malaria 
Initiative in Tubmanburg, Bomi County.  

• A health ministry release said the initiative is part of efforts to cut down malaria in the 
country by fifty percent by end of 2010. The President’s Malaria Initiative would be launched 
under theme working together to fight malaria in Liberia and it will focus on preventive and 
curative measures.  

• The PMI would also focus on procurement and distribution of long lasting insecticide-treated 
bed nets, and indoor residual spraying. According to the Health Ministry, malaria remains a 
leading cause of deaths in the country.  

• The ministry’s statement said the entire Liberian population is at risk of getting malaria most 
especially women and children. The President’s Malaria Initiative provides twelve point five 
million U.S. dollars to the health ministry annually to implement the programme.  

(also reported Radio Veritas) 
 
New species spotted in Nimba Mountain Range  
 

• The Forestry Development Authority has announced the existence of a new species of 
creature known as the Nimba toad. The Managing Director said the Nimba toad lives in the 
Nimba Mountain about one thousand two hundred meters above sea level.  

• Mr. John Woods said the Nimba toad was first discovered by foreign scientists in 1960 but not 
much has been heard of it. He said the Nimba toad is the only amphibian in the world that 
gives birth to its off-spring through its mouth.  
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• Mr. Woods said this extraordinary creature is unique only to Liberia. He said with such rich 
biodiversity there was a need to clearly demarcate the Nimba nature reserve in order to 
protect its fauna and flora.  

 
NEC Commends UNDP for Assistance 
 

• The Chairman of the National Elections Commission has commended the UN Development 
Program for its assistance to the commission. Mr. James Fromayan said since the 2005 
elections UNDP-Liberia has been endeavouring to contribute towards the capacity building 
efforts of NEC.  

• He said UNDP has sponsored study tours, procured data centre equipment from UNMIL, 
donated a state of the art printer, and materials for the upgrading of the NEC servers. Mr. 
Fromayan spoke Tuesday when UNDP-Liberia presented three reconditioned Nissan vehicles 
to the Commission at Mamba Point.   

• In delivering the vehicles, the Officer-in Charge of UNDP-Liberia, Kamil Kamaludeen noted 
that the UNDP was aware of the huge logistical needs of the Commission. Mr. Kamaludeen 
said the problems were observed during recent by-elections, when vehicles had to be loaned 
to the Commission to address some of the    transportation needs. The vehicles donated 
include two jeeps and a pick-up.  

 
Land Dispute Hampers Market Construction in Ganta  
 

• The construction of a market hall by the Danish Refugee Council has been disrupted as a 
result of tension in Ganta, Nimba County. The tension was between some members of the 
Mandingo ethnic group and marketers at the Ganta General Market.  

• The Mandingoes contended that the land in question belongs to them while the marketers 
agued the area has been a public market place from time in memorial. Officers of the Liberia 
National Police backed by UNMIL- Bangladeshi personnel however, brought the situation 
under control.  

• Meanwhile, Nimba County Superintendent Robert Kamei has put an immediate halt to the 
construction. Our correspondent said the disputed land was recommended by the Presidential 
Ad Hoc Commission on Nimba to be a market ground. Sometime last year, construction works 
in the same area resulted into a fist fight between two opposing forces.   

 
President Makes More appointments in Government  
 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has made more appointments in government, subject to 
confirmation by the Liberian Senate.  

• Those appointed are Beyan Kessely, Commissioner, Bureau of Maritime Affairs and Josephus 
Moses Gray, a renowned Liberian journalist, Assistant Minister for Public Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Kessely replaces Mr. John Morlu, nominated by the President as 
Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary. President Sirleaf also named Alphonso Nimene, 
Assistant Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Prior to his new assignment, Mr. Nimene served 
as member of the Governance Commission.  

(also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM and Radio Veritas) 
 

**** 
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Guardian 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 
 
Museveni refuses to hand over rebel leaders to war crimes court· Plan for local 'traditional' trials as 
part of peace deal 
 
· Move 'fatally damaging' to credibility of ICC 
 
Chris McGreal, Africa correspondent  

  

Members of the Lord's Resistance Army. Rebel leader Joseph Kony is among those indicted on 
war crimes charges. Photograph: Stephen Morrison/EPA 

 
The Ugandan president, Yoweri Museveni, is headed for a confrontation with the international criminal 
court after saying he will not hand over to The Hague the leaders of his country's rebel Lord's Resistance 
Army indicted for war crimes. 
 
Museveni said Joseph Kony, the LRA leader, and his commanders will instead be brought before 
"traditional" Ugandan courts - which emphasise apologies and compensation rather than punishment - as 
part of a deal to end a 21-year civil war marked by the abduction of children as combatants, mass rape of 
women and the mutilation and murder of civilians.  
 
Museveni said local trials were the wish of the victims and leaders in the areas hit by the conflict.  
 
"What we have agreed with our people is that they should face traditional justice, which is more 
compensatory than a retributive system," he said on a visit to London. "That is what we have agreed at the 
request of the local community. They have been mainly tormenting people in one area and it is that 
community which asked us to use traditional justice." 
 
But critics have accused Museveni of misusing the ICC indictments as a bargaining tool to press Kony 
into a peace settlement. The court issued arrest warrants in 2005 for Kony and four of his commanders, 
two of whom are now believed to be dead, after Museveni appealed for the ICC to investigate the rebels' 
crimes.  
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Under international law, Uganda is obliged to send the accused men for trial at The Hague. But the matter 
has opened a rift between African governments, which believe such trials should be subordinated to local 
peace deals and reconciliation, and countries such as Britain, which back the ICC as establishing 
international justice. 
 
Museveni told journalists that his government had the right to pull Kony out of the clutches of the ICC, as 
it had requested the court to investigate in the first place.  
 
But Richard Goldstone, the former chief prosecutor for the Bosnia and Rwanda international tribunals 
which laid the ground for the ICC, has said that if Museveni gets his way it would be "fatally damaging to 
the credibility" of the court.  
 
"I just don't accept that Museveni has any right to use the international criminal court like this," he said 
last year. "If you have a system of international justice you've got to follow through on it. If in some cases 
that's going to make peace negotiations difficult that may be the price that has to be paid."  
 
Last week, the ICC prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, refused to meet representatives of the LRA and 
said the indictments still stand.  
 
There is also controversy at another international tribunal, judging war crimes in Sierra Leone, over a 
decision by judges to give diminished prison sentences of six and eight years to two men convicted of 
murdering and mutilating civilians because they were fighting to restore an elected government to power. 
 
Prosecutors began their appeal for a higher tariff yesterday for Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa of the 
Civil Defence Forces who were convicted of "barbaric" and "brutal" crimes "on a large scale".  
 
In handing down lesser sentences, the court said the CDF "was a fighting force that was mobilised and 
was implicated in the conflict in Sierra Leone to support a legitimate cause which ... was to restore the 
democratically elected government". 
 
The appeals hearing will consider whether political motivation can be used as mitigation in sentencing. 
Human Rights Watch said the issue was of "major significance" to the enforcement of international 
humanitarian law. 
 
"All parties to armed conflict must abide by the same rules and must be subject to the same punishment 
when those rules are violated regardless of political motives or ultimate victory in waging war," it said.  
 
"To find less worthy of punishment atrocities against civilians committed while in pursuit of the alleged 
'right' cause sets a dangerous precedent which risks undermining the accountability and potential deterrent 
role of prosecutions and thereby diminishing civilian protection." 
 

Backstory 

Taking advantage of a power vacuum in the late 1980s, Joseph Kony established Uganda's Lord's 
Resistance Army in 1987 and has been fighting government troops ever since. The Christian guerrilla 
army's aim is to establish a theocratic state based on the Ten Commandments and on the local Acholi 
tradition. It operates in the north of Uganda and in southern Sudan and is infamous for atrocities 
including the abduction, rape and killing of civilians. Its recruitment policy involves the abduction of 
children - 6,000 were taken in 1998 alone. The international criminal court issued arrest warrants 
against Kony and four of his top commanders in 2005. 
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Institute for War and Peace Reporting 
Wednesday, 12 March 2008 
 
Ugandan Rebels to Appeal ICC Warrants 
 
Request to drop warrants against the Lord’s Resistance Army will be met with caution and scepticism. 
 
By Katy Glassborow and Peter Eichstaedt in The Hague (AR No. 160, 12-Mar-08) 
 
Negotiators for the Ugandan rebel Lord’s Resistance Army who are in The Hague to find out the 
procedure for getting the International Criminal Court to drop warrants for the arrest of its leaders say the 
court’s case is “redundant” and “null and void”. 
 
In an exclusive interview for IWPR, David Matsanga, chief negotiator for the Lord’s Resistance Army, 
LRA, said the arrest warrants were no longer necessary because the Ugandan government had agreed to 
set up a special court to try the rebels, including their leader Joseph Kony. He said his team would be 
filing a motion with the International Criminal Court, ICC, to have the warrants withdrawn. 
 
“There is no need for the indictments to remain being held against our people,” Matsanga told IWPR in 
The Hague.  
 
His comments came as Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni publicly announced during a trip to London 
that LRA rebels will face justice inside the country, at the request of their victims, instead of standing trial 
at the ICC.  
 
The LRA has always insisted that ending the ICC indictment process must be a precondition for signing a 
final peace deal with Kampala. But Museveni’s statement adds more weight to the rebel delegation’s 
current efforts in The Hague. 
 
Matsanga said the agreement on local trials, reached with the Ugandan authorities late last month after a 
year and a half of negotiations in Juba, South Sudan, negated the need for an ICC trial,  
 
“If the government of Uganda will not hand Kony over to the ICC, it makes their case null and void,” he 
said. “The [ICC] prosecutor cannot do anything if the state will not apprehend Kony. The prosecutor is 
left redundant.” 
 
On March 10, the LRA delegation, led by Matsanga and also numbering several lawyers and advisors, 
met members of the ICC Registry including senior legal advisor Phakiso Mochochoko. 
 
Mochochoko told IWPR that the delegation harboured several misconceptions about the way the court 
operates, and that the meeting was an opportunity to explain the ICC’s structure, the requirements 
governing the representation of suspects, and the procedure for filing motions with judges. 
 
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE SEPARATE FROM PEACE PROCESS 
 
After the meeting, Mochochoko was adamant that the ICC arrest warrants remained in place. He said a 
distinction must be drawn between political and legal processes.  
 
“The LRA and government of Uganda are pursuing a political process, but the ICC is pursuing a legal 
process,” he said. “As far as the ICC is concerned, the arrest warrants remain valid and enforceable, and 
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the expectation from the court is that the government of Uganda should enforce them. The matter came to 
the court through a legal process, and it can only go out of the court through a legal process.” 
 
Mochochoko said the registry would continue providing the delegation with information on procedural 
matters, and to facilitate the work of defence lawyers who might represent the LRA before the court. 
 
Louise Khabure, a Uganda expert with the International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based think tank, said 
the meeting itself was a positive step.  
 
“Contrary to fears that the LRA delegation would not be received if they went to the ICC, they had a 
positive reception and found the meeting optimistic,” she said. 
 
The ICC got involved in Uganda following a request President Museveni made in 2003 to investigate 
atrocities in the north in the course of the long-running war with the LRA. In 2005, judges issued warrants 
for the arrest of Kony and four of his top commanders, two of whom have since been killed.  
 
Kony and his allies are charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity, including attacking 
civilians, murder, abducting children and enlisting them to fight, sexual enslavement and rape. 
 
Over the last 18 months, the ICC has been careful not to be seen to be undermining the Juba peace talks 
through its insistence that justice be served, but it has held to its position that the arrest warrants still 
stand. 
 
At the same time, Mochochoko stressed that the ICC exists to complement national justice systems; it 
supports national proceedings and only acts if those systems are unable or unwilling to do cope 
themselves.  
 
“If those systems are genuinely able to investigate and prosecute, the court will have nothing to do with 
it,” he said. 
 
ICC prosecutors told IWPR they could not comment on any agreements made outside the court, but 
insisted the warrants remained in effect. “They have to be executed, the top LRA commanders have to be 
isolated, marginalised, must receive no support, direct or indirect, and must be surrendered to the court,” 
said a prosecution representative.  
 
Now that a peace deal between the Ugandan government and the LRA looks almost certain, ICC judges 
have asked Kampala to explain the impact this would have on Uganda’s 2003 request for the court to 
launch investigations, and on the arrest warrants that have ensued.  
 
They asked for information on the “impact of the establishment of the special division of the High Court 
of Uganda and of recourse to traditional justice mechanisms or other alternative justice mechanisms on 
the execution of the warrants, and on the cooperation provided by Uganda to the court for their 
execution”. 
 
Khabure interprets this as a positive sign that the ICC is not passively watching the development of the 
talks, but “making considerations and thinking heavily” about the peace process. 
 
At the moment. it will be difficult for Uganda to provide details of any implications since the Juba 
agreement has not been signed by either party, although the date has been set for March 28 – also the day 
by which Uganda is supposed to respond to the ICC. 
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This creates something of a stalemate, since the LRA says it will not sign the peace agreement unless the 
ICC lifts the indictments, yet Uganda cannot ask the court to do that unless the agreement is signed.  
 
Matsanga argues that there is no question the ICC should drop the cases. “The people of Uganda have 
rejected the ICC completely, saying the rule of law and judiciary in Uganda can handle the LRA. The ICC 
can only go in when the state has failed, but Uganda has got an intact machinery,” he said. 
 
He was referring to a recent tour of Uganda by an LRA delegation designed to gather opinions about the 
prospects for reconciliation with the rebels. During these consultations, many people publicly claimed to 
have forgiven the LRA and to prefer local justice mechanisms. Yet in private, people told IWPR that they 
feared LRA retribution if they said otherwise, but that they really wanted the rebels to be punished. 
 
Over the past 20 years, the LRA’s war with the government has displaced nearly two million people and 
an estimated 100,000 have died of war and war-related causes. Perhaps 50,000 have been abducted, most 
of them children.  
 
REBELS COMPLAIN ICC PROCESS IS ONE-SIDED  
 
Matsanga accused the court’s chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, of conducting a biased 
investigation into war crimes in Uganda, saying that the country’s national army itself committed 
atrocities in the mid-1980s, spurring the LRA rebellion. 
 
ICC prosecutors told IWPR that “we have gathered and are analysing information relating to crimes 
allegedly committed by individuals and groups other than the LRA, including government forces. This 
analysis is following standard procedures including an evaluation of the seriousness of the information, a 
gravity analysis and an analysis of national proceedings”. 
 
This is not enough for Matsanga. 
 
“The [Ugandan military] has taken part in murder, massacres, genocide,” he said. “We find Ocampo’s 
position very compromising. The Uganda case is going to bring a lot of chaos for him, because now he 
cannot arrest the culprits. He cannot bring a trial. Now the government of Uganda has abandoned him and 
signed an agreement with us not to hand over Kony. We have a case.” 
 
Those monitoring the negotiations, however, say the LRA’s attempt to get the ICC to climb down is 
premature. 
 
Geraldine Mattioli of the New York-based watchdog Human Rights Watch said, “It is too early for the 
LRA… to make a judgement about the inadmissibility of the case. It is up to ICC judges to make the final 
decision in terms of whether the case is admissible any more.”  
 
QUESTIONS OVER LOCAL COURTS’ CAPACITY TO TRY WAR CRIMES 
 
Central to the LRA’s argument, she said, is the question of whether LRA commanders will receive 
adequate trials in the special division which, under the agreement, is to be set up at Uganda’s High Court.  
 
“Is the Ugandan government really committed to organising this kind of national trial?” asked Mattioli. 
“More importantly, is Kony committed to submitting himself to national trials? And does the Ugandan 
judiciary have the capacity at the moment to organise these kinds of trials?” 
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The LRA’s demands are based on an unsigned agreement, she noted, adding that “at the moment, all we 
have is a piece of paper”. 
 
Little has been done by either side to make the agreement legitimate, she said. 
 
“I don’t believe the Uganda government has started implementing any of the agreements or that Kony has 
surrendered himself to the Ugandans, or that a lot of important steps that need to made before an 
admissibility challenge can be made, have been made,” she said.  
 
Komakech Henry Kilama, a Gulu-based lawyer who has been trained at the ICC, said the arrest warrants 
are not redundant because even if the Juba agreement is signed, there is no provision to enforce it under 
Ugandan laws.  
 
“There should be laws passed by parliament to make sure all these agreements have the force of law 
behind them, but there needs to be legislation as the agreements themselves are not binding. Laws have 
not been amended to be able to look at grave crimes against humanity and war crimes, so how will the 
judiciary hear these cases?” asked Kilama.  
 
Only a handful of Ugandan judges have the training and experience needed to handle war crimes cases. 
One of them is Judge Julia Sebutinde, currently working for the Special Court for Sierra Leone on the 
Hague-based trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor.  
 
As Kilama pointed out, “We have very few people, so we need positive training for [Ugandan] judges to 
look at specific war crimes and crimes against humanity.”  
 
UNCERTAIN WHETHER THE LRA REALLY SEEKS PEACE 
 
Mattioli said serious questions also remain as to the rebels’ true intentions, because “there are serious 
reports of the LRA having moved into the CAR [Central African Republic], and attacks having been 
conducted on the borders of Sudan and [Democratic Republic of] Congo.” 
 
“Negotiators in Juba may be signing papers, but in terms of LRA commitment to the peace process, I 
think we are seeing something different,” said Mattioli.  
 
ICC prosecutors told IWPR that they too are “increasingly concerned” about reports of recent attacks. 
 
“The LRA group moving to CAR includes many of the remaining women and children still held in LRA 
captivity. The movement coincided with a resurgence of alleged LRA attacks in Southern Sudan, the DRC 
and CAR, with numerous killings, incidents of looting, and abductions occurring along the route the LRA 
is taking,” said a prosecution representative. “The extended duration of these reported abductions raises 
the concern that the LRA may be attempting to recruit new fighters.”  
 
As in the past, Matsanga insisted that the LRA was not responsible for the attacks. 
 
“These are not correct,” he said of the charges. “Sudan is a big country with lawless groups and many 
attack in the name of the LRA. One of the characteristics of the LRA is that they do not drink or smoke, 
but the groups attacking at the moment are drinking and smoking and looting alcohol. This is not the 
LRA.” 
 
SUSPENSION OF WARRANTS AS A HALF-WAY HOUSE 
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Matsanga said the LRA might pursue another option - asking the United Nations Security Council to 
direct the ICC to suspend the indictments for up to one year. 
 
The possibility that the indictments could be reactivated might pressure both parties, he said, “in case 
there is any bad behaviour like re-arming”.  
 
Mattioli said it was still too early to be seeking a Security Council directive of this kind. 
 
“The implementation agreement says that the final agreement will be signed on March 28, and after that 
the two parties have one month for the LRA to completely assemble under the control of the [South 
Sudanese military].”  
 
Once that happens, it would be appropriate for Uganda to appeal to the Security Council for a suspension 
of ICC warrants, she said. 
 
At the same time, Human Rights Watch has reservations about creating a situation where the Security 
Council intervenes in the ICC’s legal processes, even if it technically has the right to do so.  
 
“We have serious concerns about allowing a political institution like the UNSC to interfere with judicial 
proceedings at the court. There are a number of important things the UNSC should think about – and I am 
talking about the kind of precedent this could set for other situations,” said Mattioli, suggesting that 
indicted individuals in Sudan, for example, might seek to pressure the UN body into halting ICC 
investigations there.  
 
ICC COULD ASSIST NATIONAL JUDICIARY 
 
Instead of national and international justice being framed as polar opposites and mutually exclusive, some 
argue that the ICC could get behind the special division at Uganda’s High Court and provide expertise and 
training to its lawyers and judges. 
 
While this would require a clearer indication of the court’s mandate and methods, Khabure says “the ICC 
can contribute to and assist the establishment of this court, providing expertise on how to carry out 
investigations”. 
 
Kilama countered by pointing out that the ICC was not a legal reform institution. Before it went down the 
path of referring the situation in northern Uganda to the ICC, the government could have reformed its own 
justice system and trained its judges to deal with such matters, he said.  
 
Mochochoko, however, suggested some collaboration might be possible, saying the international court 
can cooperate with states on investigations and prosecutions, and its statute allows ICC prosecutors to 
hand over information in their possession if a national court launches proceedings in a similar case.  
 
“There is room for cooperation between the court and states that are instituting investigations and 
prosecutions of crimes that fall within the jurisdiction of the court,” he said. 
 
Katy Glassborow is an IWPR reporter in The Hague. Peter Eichstaedt is IWPR’s Africa Editor. 
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Voice of America 
Thursday, 13 March 2008 

A Former Chief Prosecutor Says Local Trials for Ugandan Rebel Leaders Could Work 
By Joe De Capua  
Washington 

It appears a confrontation is brewing between Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni and the International 
Criminal Court (ICC). Wednesday, Mr. Museveni said that leaders of the LRA rebels will not be tried at 
the ICC, but rather at traditional Ugandan courts. 

The ICC has issued indictments against Joseph Kony and other members of the rebel group. Despite that, 
the Ugandan leader says local leaders and even victims of LRA abuse have backed the traditional court 
plan. 

Law professor David Crane is the former chief prosecutor of the UN-
backed Special  

Court for Sierra Leone. He spoke to VOA English to Africa Service 
reporter Joe De Capua about the war crimes case.  

“This is the challenge of peace versus justice, particularly in the 21st 
Century, as you move towards a worldwide system of international 
criminal law. We’re going to run into these situations. And we’re at a 
crossroads right now related to how do we deal with these situations. I 
think the issue is justice. Sometimes justice may be what the victims 
want locally. It appears to be that this may be a solution to a standoff. 
However, it certainly is problematic for international criminal law and 
that is, does the ICC back down when it indicts individuals. I tend to 
think that that’s not a negative. If we can in fact have some justice in a 
situation where just 10 years ago it was inconceivable in some ways, then I think that as long as states step 
up, recognize an atrocity and want to deal with it, then I tend to say OK. Because again the question is: is 
the justice we seek the justice they want? As long as justice is being done in a fair and open trial, then 
perhaps local justice may be the solution,” he says. 

                David Crane  

The traditional trials may rely more on apologies and compensation than on punishment. Asked whether 
that would meet his standard of justice, Crane says, “Personally, it wouldn’t. The horror stories of 20 
years-plus conflict, tens of thousands of lives ruined…. These are life sentence type of crimes. These are 
international crimes. However, one must be a realist and consider the overall effects.” 

On another matter, the Special Court for Sierra Leone, for which Crane is the former chief prosecutor, 
recently reduced the sentences of two members of the Civil Defense Forces convicted of what are called 
“barbaric” crimes. The reason given is that these men, Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, were 
fighting to restore an elected government to power. 

“This is still a matter being litigated. This is my own personal opinion. The key is justice…. I feel that the 
decision there in a general legal theory…is not a defense to international crimes, atrocities beyond 
description. Just because you were doing it to save the state is not a proper basis to mitigate or to acquit 
anyone for what took place there in Sierra Leone, West Africa, Uganda, anywhere else in the world,” he 
says. 
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Finally, Professor Crane discussed allegations made at the trial of former Liberian President Charles 
Taylor, which said Taylor forced his fighters to take part in cannibalism. Crane signed the indictment 
against Taylor. 

He says, “It is a revelation of facts that we uncovered back when we began our initial investigations 
against Charles Taylor while he was sitting president of Liberia. And these are facts among tens of 
thousands of little vignettes [that] show the true horror of what took place in West Africa brought upon by 
Charles Taylor, Muammar Gaddafi (of Libya), Blaise Compaore (of Burkina Faso) and all of those 
minions who did their bidding to seize the diamond fields of eastern Sierra Leone for their individual 
criminal gain.”  
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