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Standard Times 
Thursday, 15 February 2007 
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Patriotic Vanguard website 
Wednesday, 14 February 2007 
http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/article.php3?id_article=1011 
 
The Special Court’s Push for an Unfair Advantage for the Prosecutor 
  
"Indeed, the preceding evidence clearly shows that the Court has bent backwards to allow the 
Prosecutor to manipulate the proceedings to win guilty verdicts against the three Civil Defense 
Force defendants. In doing so, however, the Court has also exposed the fact that the Prosecutor 
has no case. Indeed, to turn one of the Prosecutor’s statements upside its head, it would be 
“ridiculous” to find the three “accused guilty of the crimes for which they stand trial,” and they 
should be “acquitted.”" 
 
By Abdul Karim Bangura & Sami Gandy-Gorgla 
The Policy Sciences Research Section of the Sierra Leone Working Group 
 
From the first day of the proceedings of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, the Prosecutor has 
been given an unfair advantage to win guilty verdicts and convictions in the case against Chief 
Samuel Hinga Norman, Moinina Fofana and Alieu Kondewa. The proceedings of the closing 
arguments were not different. The following are some examples for our assertion. 
 
First, Rule 86 of the Court’s Rules of Procedure and Evidence stipulates that after the presentation 
of all evidence, the Prosecutor shall and the defense may present a closing argument. In essence, 
while the Prosecutor is mandated to offer a closing argument, the Defense can do so if, and only 
if, it chooses to do so. One must wonder why both the Prosecutor and the Defense were not given 
the same mandate, as it is not uncommon for a Prosecutor to forgo a closing argument, if s/he 
believes that doing so would serve no worthwhile purpose. This seems to be the case for the 
Prosecutor in the case against the Civil Defense Force defendants, as the Prosecutor has not been 
able to prove his case. 
 
Second, because the Chamber was not advised as to the methodology of the third accused, it was 
assumed by the Bench that his methodology would follow the sequence, thematic or otherwise, as 
indicated in the final trial briefs of all three men. Is this not the same Court that in the beginning 
of the trial rejected the plea by the accused that they be given a consolidated and proper 
indictment? 
 
Third, the Prosecution team was granted leave to file two annexes to the final trial brief some six 
days after the final trial brief by the Defense team contrary to Rule 86 (B) which states that “A 
party shall file a trial brief with the Trial Chamber not later than 5 days prior to the day set for the 
presentation of the party’s closing argument.” Is this not a case of the Prosecutor breaking his 
own rule? It is quite obvious that the Prosecutor who has overwhelming financial, human and 
technical resources in his possession could not put his case together on time. Again, the reason for 
this is that he has no case; thus, he must continue to scramble past his own deadline to make up a 
case. 
 
Third, the Presiding Judge had a document addressed to the Court and certified by Raymond 
Ewing, a detention officer, which read that the first accused would not attend court on the day of 
the closing arguments for reasons which he, the first accused, would only disclose to the judges. 
The Prosecutor, however, submitted, and the Court agreed, that the Trial Chamber could conclude 
that the first accused had waived his right to be tried in his presence because the document was 
not signed. At least three questions can be raised on this issue. First, why could a detention officer 
trained by the Court certify a letter that was not signed? Second, why would the Trial Chamber 
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agree with the Prosecutor’s argument that the first accused had waived his right to attend court for 
closing arguments when it is expressly stated in the letter that he would like to talk to the judges? 
Third, how did the judges know that the letter is from the first accused when they had already 
rejected it on the ground that it was not signed? 
 
Finally, the Prosecutor noted that the Civil Defense Force was not illegal, considering its aims of 
restoring the democratically elected government. Nonetheless, he argued that he should use 
uncorroborated evidence against the defendants, and the Court agreed with him. How can the 
Court be perceived to be fair if it allows the Prosecutor to use evidence that has not been proven 
in the proceedings? 
 
Indeed, the preceding evidence clearly shows that the Court has bent backwards to allow the 
Prosecutor to manipulate the proceedings to win guilty verdicts against the three Civil Defense 
Force defendants. In doing so, however, the Court has also exposed the fact that the Prosecutor 
has no case. Indeed, to turn one of the Prosecutor’s statements upside its head, it would be 
“ridiculous” to find the three “accused guilty of the crimes for which they stand trial,” and they 
should be “acquitted.” 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 14 February 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Ban Ki-Moon Urges Donors to Help Liberia Continue Path 
toward Stability  

Washington, DC, Feb 14, 2007 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --
Drawing on his own firsthand experience growing up in the war-torn Republic of Korea, 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said that Liberians, who are working to 
consolidate peace and democracy from the ashes of a devastating 14-year civil war, should 
look ahead to a brighter future with the assistance of the international community. "Liberia is 
fast emerging as a pillar of stability in the region," Mr. Ban said in a statement delivered in 
Washington, D.C. by his Special Representative for Liberia, Alan Doss, at the Liberia 
Partners' Forum, a high-level donors' conference.  

U.S. Cancels Liberia's Debt, But Billions Pending  
By Emad Mekay  

Washington, Feb 14, 2007 (Inter Press Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --
Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf gained major ground in a campaign to cancel her 
country's debts with the announcement Tuesday that Washington will write off some 358 
million dollars in debts incurred by Liberia's previous undemocratic regimes. Some U.S. 
lawmakers, non-governmental organizations and the World Bank are lining up behind calls 
for other major creditors to follow suit, since the country's total external debts are estimated 
at 3.7 billion dollars.  

International Clips on West Africa 
 
BBC Last Updated: Wednesday, 14 February 2007, 11:26 GMT  

Toxic waste deal won't halt case  
 
A British law firm representing victims of a toxic waste incident in Ivory Coast says it will not 
halt its group action case against a Dutch company. The law firm says it will also bring a 
second case on behalf of businesses and individuals who lost their livelihoods. On Tuesday, 
Trafigura said it would pay $198m (£102m) to the Ivorian government for a clean-up and an 
inquiry. Ten people died and many fell ill after waste was shipped to Abidjan and left around 
the city in August 2006.  
 
Local Media – Newspaper 
 
African Development Bank to Revive Liberia’s Water Sector 
(Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and The Forum 

United States Drops Liberia’s Debt 
(Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and The Forum) 

US Planes Set for Routes over Liberia 
(Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and The Forum) 
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World Bank Asks Multinational Financiers to Waive Liberia’s Debt 
(Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and The Forum) 

Opposition Party Applauds United States for Dropping Liberia’s Debts 
(Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and The Forum) 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
African Bank Announces Plan to Revive Liberia’s Water System 

• Correspondents said that African Development Bank (ADB) President Donald 
Kabaruka announced at the Partnership Forum for Liberia in Washington D.C. that the 
Bank would help to revitalize the water and sewer system of Liberia because it 
attaches great importance to supply of water and the rehabilitation of the sewage 
system in Monrovia.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
United States Declares Debt Waiver for Liberia 

• United States Secretary of State Dr. Condoleezza Rice declared at the Partnership 
Forum for Liberia in Washington D.C. that America was cancelling Liberia’s debts of 
US$391 million under the highly indebted countries category and added that the 
debts burdened the Country’s reconstruction efforts. She also announced that 
President George Bush asked the United States Congress to provide more than 
US$200 million in additional aid to Liberia for 2007/2008 fiscal year.   

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
United States Airlines Resume Flights to Liberia 

• Speaking at the Partnership Forum for Liberia in Washington D.C., United States 
Secretary of States, Dr. Condoleezza Rice announced that plans were underway for 
American airlines to resume direct commercial flights to Liberia to restore the people-
to-people relationship between Liberia and the United States. She added that the 
Governments of Liberia and United States would sign the Open Skies Agreement to 
allow business and economic activities to flow between the two Countries.     

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Opposition Leader Hails United States for Cancelling Liberia’s Debts 

• The Standard-bearer of the opposition Congress for Democratic Change, Mr. George 
Weah who also attended the Partnership Forum for Liberia in Washington D.C., hailed 
the United States Government for cancelling the US$391 million Liberia owed the US 
which he thought was a way forward in the recovery process of Liberia and in 
furtherance of the long standing relations between Liberia and the United States.  

• Mr. Weah entreated other nations to follow the footsteps of the United States by 
waiving the Country's debts. He praised the Government for inviting him to the Forum 
and called on other opposition politicians to positively engage the Government to 
sustain the peace.   

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
World Bank President Asks Financiers to Waive Liberia’s Debt 

• World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz called on international financial and multilateral 
institutions to make Liberia's debt waiver an urgent priority.  

• Speaking at the Partnership Forum for Liberia in Washington D.C., Mr. Wolfowitz 
called on the International Monetary Fund, African Development Bank and the World 
Bank to urgently agree to waive the debts totalling US$3.7 billion as it was 
unacceptable for a country of only three million people to carry such a debt burden, 
accumulated during years of armed conflict.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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Reuters 
Thursday, 15 February 2007 
 
Liberia must do more to punish war crimes - Amnesty 
 
MONROVIA (Reuters) - The perpetrators of hundreds of thousands of cases of rape, torture and 
sexual abuse are living unpunished in Liberia more than three years after the end of a civil war, 
Amnesty International said on Thursday. 
 
The rights group said the government of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, installed as Africa's first 
elected female head of state just over a year ago, must do more to bring those responsible to 
justice if the country was to recover. 
 
"Many women are forced to live near their attackers -- passing them on the streets and in the 
markets -- fearing that their abusers will never be brought to justice," Amnesty International said 
in a statement. 
 
The report comes as donors meet in Washington to discuss aid to Liberia to help it rebuild after its 
1989-2003 war. The United States pledged to cancel $391 million in outstanding debt on Tuesday 
and urged others to do the same. 
 
Amnesty said at least 60 percent of the population was estimated to have suffered some form of 
sexual violence during the conflict, which devastated the once prosperous country's infrastructure 
and killed more than 200,000 people. 
 
A Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was sworn in a year ago, tasked with 
investigating human rights abuses during the war, in which armies of drugged child soldiers led 
by ruthless warlords mutilated and raped as they fought. 
 
While the commission has powers of subpoena and can recommend prosecutions, it does not have 
a mandate to convict individuals, meaning it can only play a limited part in bringing the 
perpetrators of war crimes to justice, Amnesty said. 
 
Failure to punish those found to be guilty would prolong the distress of victims and potentially 
prevent them from seeking reparations, the rights group said. 
 
"The government has made no formal plans for providing reparations to the hundreds of 
thousands of victims of rape, torture or sexual violence or to children who were forced to enlist in 
army groups," the statement said. 
 
"As a result, victims have been left to suffer without official acknowledgement of the crimes 
committed against them or assistance to rebuild their lives." 
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Amnesty International 
Thursday, 15 February 2007 
Press Release 
 
Source: Amnesty International (AI) 
Date: 15 Feb 2007 

 

Liberia: Truth, Justice, Reparation for Liberia's victims 
Introduction  

 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the new president of Liberia, took a strong stand against impunity when 
she asked Nigeria to send back former President Charles Taylor on 25 March 2006.  
 
Charles Taylor's subsequent transfer to the Special Court for Sierra Leone is an important step 
forward in the fight against impunity in Africa. Amnesty International believes that Charles 
Taylor's transfer should set the stage for Liberia to tackle its own problem of impunity and to 
ensure that the thousands of persons who have committed crimes under international law during 
Liberia's 14-year conflict be brought to justice. As Liberia's recent history suggests, the failure to 
address violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law in the past has 
helped perpetuate civil conflict and further abuse.  
 
Liberia ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (Rome Statute) on 24 
September 2004 but to date, the Government has not taken steps to implement obligations under 
that treaty into national law. The significance of prosecuting those suspected of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity is widely recognized in Liberia by both civil society and members of the 
government. Furthermore, the UN Secretary-General's 2004 report on the rule of law and 
transitional justice in conflict and post-conflict societies recognized this obligation. It 
recommended that governments, in consultation with their civil societies, develop an overall 
strategic action plan to address past human rights violations. These recommendations have been 
reinforced in the second rule of law report issued in 2006.  
 
Even though the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), established by the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) , started work in June 2006, there are significant gaps in the Liberian 
government's overall strategy to redress past violations of international human rights and 
international humanitarian law. Liberia's decimated national judicial system is a major obstacle. It 
suffers from a severe lack of sufficiently qualified personnel, low level of professionalism, 
resources and salaries for judges, prosecutors, and lawyers, and lack of jurisprudence. Few people 
in Liberia have access to or confidence in the justice system.  
 
Prisons and police detention facilities are overcrowded, and most of the inmates are detained 
without charge or trial, in violation of international law. Without legal aid services in place, few 
detainees and defendants have access to lawyers to represent them, as they can not afford to pay 
the high fees required.  
 
To date there is no consensus on the numbers of suspected perpetrators of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, who or how investigations for individual prosecution will be carried out, no 
victim and witness protection unit has been established, nor has it been determined which judicial 
mechanism will prosecute any of the alleged perpetrators. It is also unclear if, when, and what 
type of reparations may be granted to victims.  
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Amnesty International appreciates both the political and practical challenges of addressing 
impunity in Liberia. On the political front, at least four Members of Parliament (MPs) have had 
sanctions imposed against them by the UN Security Council because of their ongoing ties with 
former President Charles Taylor, and some MPs are alleged to have perpetrated human rights 
violations themselves.  
 
Passing appropriate legislation in Congress to bring all perpetrators to justice in Liberia will be a 
major challenge.  
 
Amnesty International recognizes the commitment made so far by the Liberian Government, the 
UN and donors, which is laid out in a recently endorsed confidential UN/Government Joint Rule 
of Law strategy paper and a copy of which has been obtained by Amnesty International. Wide-
ranging reforms are proposed for the judicial sector, including constituting a Law Reform 
Commission to ensure that civil and criminal law meets international law and standards.  
 
However this strategy does not lay out a comprehensive approach to redressing past human rights 
violations. In addition it is a matter of concern that the report remains confidential and was not 
drafted in a transparent manner in close consultation with civil society contrary to one of the key 
recommendations made in the UN Secretary General rule of law report.  
 
The CPA has made provisions for police and army reforms, and the disarmament, demobilization, 
rehabilitation and reintegration (DDRR) of all soldiers. The rationale for these measures are 
considered a form of reparation as they aim to ensure that victims will not be subjected to future 
crimes . Reforms aim to bring civilian control to security forces and the police. Likewise the 
rationale behind DDRR programs are to disarm, rehabilitate, and reintegrate former combatants 
so that they are no longer a threat to society. These reparation initiatives however are limited in 
that they target those formally active in the conflict but do not provide any direct benefit for  
Liberia's many victims.  
 
Donors and international organizations have provided funds for commemorations and memorial 
services. So far, however, the Government has not made any formal reparation plans. 
International law and standards are clear that it is the state's duty to ensure that victims receive 
reparations. Existing donations from international organizations and the international community 
cannot replace the government of Liberia's primary obligation to ensure the right of victims to a 
remedy and reparations.  
 
In May-June 2006 discussions took place between Amnesty International researchers and a wide 
range of actors in Liberia: suspected perpetrators, such as ex-commanders of armed opposition 
groups, and those loyal to former President Charles Taylor's government; victims of rape and 
sexual violence; children under 15 conscripted or enlisted into fighting forces; survivors of 
massacres; torture victims; internally displaced persons and members of civil society. They all 
revealed their expectations that the Government should take steps to redress past violations. 
While many thought the TRC was an important beginning point largely they expressed the 
importance of prosecuting the suspected perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
Both the UN Secretary General's 2004 and 2006 report on the rule of law and transitional justice 
in conflict and post-conflict societies recognized this obligation.  
 
Amnesty International believes the most important step now is for the government to develop, in 
a transparent manner and in close consultation with civil society, a long-term comprehensive plan 
to ensure that those suspected of involvement in crimes under international law are brought to 
justice in trials that meet international fair trial standards, that the truth about the crimes is 
established and victims and their families receive full reparations.  
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The present report Liberia: Time for Truth, Justice, and Reparation for Liberia's Victims is 
divided into four parts:  
 
Part I provides an historical overview of Liberia's first conflict, which lasted from 1989-1996, 
leading to a re-emergence of conflict and human rights violations in 1999.  
 
Part II highlights the crimes under international law which were carried out during the 14 year 
conflict and sets out the Liberian Government's international legal obligations to redress past 
violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law.  
 
Part III uses the framework of truth, justice, and reparation found in international law to 
highlight the steps taken so far to fulfil these obligations. It highlights the current gaps and 
highlights the steps needed to ensure that more is done to redress past violations and abuses and 
provide reparation.  
 
In Part IV Amnesty International urges the Government of Liberia, in consultation with civil 
society and with support from the UN and the wider international community, to devise and 
implement in a transparent manner, a long-term comprehensive action plan for investigation, 
prosecution, redress and reparations.  
 
The long-term strategic action plan should be initiated by the government, in close consultation 
with civil society, and should take the following key steps:  
 
- Continue to provide sustained logistical and financial support to the TRC;  
- Implement the substantive provisions of the Rome Statute of the ICC, Commission Against 
Torture (CAT) and International Coalition for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearances in domestic law, criminalizing genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity, and enabling their investigation and prosecution by Liberian authorities;  
- Investigate crimes under international law and, where sufficient evidence exists, prosecute 
individuals in trials that meet international fair trial standards;  
- Establish a victims' and witnesses' unit;  
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The Inquirer (Monrovia) 
Wednesday, 14 February 2007 
 
War Crime Advocate Arrested  
 
By Sebo Daniels 
 
The Government of Liberia has confirmed the arrest of Mr. Mulbah Morlu head of a group calling for the 
establishment of a war crime court in Liberia.  
 
Confirming his arrest yesterday, the Solicitor General of Liberia Cllr. Tiawon Gongloe said Mr. Morlue 
was arrested by the National Security Agency (NSA) for security reasons.  
 
He said Mr. Morlu was arrested along with one person but failed to give the name of the person.  
 
In a brief chat with the INQUIRER, yesterday at the Justice Ministry, the Solicitor General explained that 
he has received credible information that Mr. Morlu was the brain behind recent mobilization of some 
group of citizens who stormed the Unity Conference Center in Virginia outside Monrovia in solidarity 
with the embattled Speaker of the House of Representative Mr. Edwin M. Snowe Jr.  
 
Cllr. Gongle reiterated that it is a open secret now that Morlu has close link with the purported group that 
went to the Unity Conference Center recently displaying placards of all kinds of slogans against the 
removal of the embattled Speaker.  
 
He said such action on the part of Mr. Morlu poses security threat to the state, something which he said the 
Government.  
 
Cllr. Gongole said the Government of Liberia has taken note the action by Mr. Morlu and others and is 
monitoring the motive behind the action.  
 
However, the Assistant Secretary General of the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), the political 
party Mr. Morlu Belongs said they are concerned for manner in and form in which Mr. Morlu was 
arrested.  
 
Mr. Gray told the INQUIRER that "our major concern is that he is a Liberian and without a warrant of 
arrest or an invitation he was picked up put behind bars. This is unfortunate."  
 
The CDC Assistant Secretary said "we look around for almost 24 hours to relocate only to find out that he 
was at the National Security Agency (NSA).  
 
He said while at the NSA, they (CDC) officials learnt that Mr. Morlu was arrested for incitement but it was 
also gathered that he was questioned on his advocacy for a war crime court in Liberia.  
 
"We are calling on government to provide an explanation as to why he should be detained without a 
warrant of arrest. Really, we want government to refrain from arresting people in such a form and manner. 
It was done clandestinely and if they have a case against Mr. Morlu he should be charged and send to court 
immediately" Mr. Gray said.  
 
The CDC Assistant Scribe said, "we do not want a repeat of the Charles Taylor government when people 
were being picked up and put behind bars or flogged" 
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Justice Initiative 
Wednesday, 14 February 2007 
Press Release 
 
Corruption Allegations at Khmer Rouge Court Must be Investigated Thoroughly  
 
New York, February 14, 2007—Corruption allegations levelled at Cambodian judges and court officials at 
the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) must be investigated thoroughly, fairly, 
and quickly, the Open Society Justice Initiative said today. 
 
Cambodian financial operations at the ECCC are the subject of ongoing external investigation. Serious 
allegations that Cambodian court personnel, including judges, must kick back a significant percentage of 
their wages to Cambodian government officials in exchange for their positions on the court are 
undermining the credibility of the ECCC. The alleged entanglement of money, political favors, 
government officials, and judicial officers heightens fears that the Cambodian judges are subject to 
government interference and cannot act independently. These allegations, if proven, would severely 
undercut the legitimacy of the ECCC, the court established 
to try senior leaders and those most responsible for the crimes of the Khmer Rouge. 
 
"Donors, the international community, and the Cambodian people have the right to know that money 
entrusted to the ECCC is being spent transparently and honestly," said James A. Goldston, executive 
director of the Open Society Justice Initiative. "If these allegations of corruption are confirmed, it would 
strip the ECCC of its integrity and undermine its ability to provide accountability for mass crimes." 
 
According to ECCC Director of Administration Sean Visoth, an audit of human resources practices on the 
Cambodian side of the ECCC by an international accounting firm has been commissioned by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)—the UN body holding funds in trust for international donors. 
 
"The court's most precious resource—public confidence—is at stake," said Goldston. "Too often in 
Cambodia's recent history, allegations of corruption in the use of public funds have been swept under the 
rug. This malign neglect must end. The audit must be completed swiftly and its findings released 
publicly." 
 
In addition, the ECCC should immediately implement further measures to combat corruption and protect 
the court's independence and transparency. 
 
According to the Justice Initiative, these additional measures should include: 
 
 • greater transparency in hiring procedures for Cambodian staff and improved human resource 
management; 
 
 • placement of an independent full-time financial monitor within the ECCC itself; and 
 
 • creation of a "whistleblower" mechanism which would alert donors if corruption concerns resurface and 
protect those who come forward with information. 
 
Furthermore, the Group of Interested States—the informal organization of donor nations working with the 
court—should create a mechanism capable of exercising effective oversight of the court's 
administrative and financial practices, and should demand more regular and public accounting of the 
court's expenditures. 
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Voice of America 
Wednesday, 14 February 2007 
http://www.voanews.com/english/2007-02-14-voa78.cfm 
 
Four People Killed Under Guinea's Martial Law  
 
Four people have died in Guinea, as the West African nation endures a second day of martial law 
imposed to break up anti-government protests. 
 
The four were killed overnight in suburban Conakry, as security forces enforce a total crackdown 
on protests against President Lansana Conte.  
 
Citizens are banned from leaving their homes most of the day since Mr. Conte declared a state of 
emergency Monday.  
 
The top U.N. official for human rights, Louise Arbour, said there are serious allegations that 
Guinea's security forces are breaching international standards on the use of force.  
 
More than 100 people have been killed in clashes between police and protesters since the start of 
this year. 
 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says he deplores the loss of life, and he 
expressed grave concern about the worsening political situation in Guinea. 
 
The demonstrations follow a general strike called by labor unions to protest Mr. Conte's rule. 
Labor unions went on strike last month to protest widespread poverty under Mr. Conte, who has 
been in power since a coup 23 years ago. 
 
The unions suspended their strike earlier this month, but resumed it again Saturday after the 
president chose a close ally, Eugene Camara, as prime minister. Opposition parties wanted an 
independent politician to fill that post. 
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BBC Online 
Thursday, 15 February 2007 
 
Europe diary: Denying war crimes  
 
BBC Europe editor Mark Mardell on a German attempt to criminalise Holocaust-denial across Europe, and the next steps 
to be taken in the life cycle of the proposed EU law limiting CO2 emissions from cars.  
AN IMPRISONABLE OFFENCE 
The Germans, who are the current holders of the EU presidency, are very keen to bring in a Europe-wide law making it an 
imprisonable offence to deny genocide or war crimes. So, it would become a crime to deny the fact of the Holocaust, the 
Rwandan genocide or the Yugoslav war crimes. Or would it?  
 
On first reading, it is clear enough: the proposed law says "publicly condoning, 
denying or grossly trivialising crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity and war 
crimes" must be punished. But there is a "but". A key clause says that a crime is only 
committed if there is a threat to public order. The British government hopes to use this 
to avoid bringing in a new law.  
Diplomats argue that Britain's tough rules against crimes motivated by racial hatred 
would cover such offences.  
WHITER THAN WHITE 
One who will be celebrating is the man who was sentenced to three years in prison by 
an Austrian court for genocide-denial.  
 
Historian David Irving now thinks he might have been wrong about the Holocaust, but 
told me: "Germany... is trying to dictate terms but it's really a political tactic. It's what 
Germans call a Persilschein, which is a Persil certificate to prove that they are thinking 
decently now.  
 
"And they can't do that at the expense of the other European nations and they can't do 
that at the expense of free speech. I will be the first person in this country to go out 
into the street and try to break the law. Because I think it's a silly law and silly laws 
need to be exposed as such."  
A NEW SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
Most Jewish organisations in the UK don't want a new law. A panel of lawyers and 
distinguished experts, which looked into the question of introducing a holocaust-denial law in the UK in 1999 agreed with 
the government line that what we had was enough.  
But now the man who chaired the panel, the lawyer Anthony Julius, has had second thoughts.  
 
"Times have changed. At that time Holocaust denial was the plaything of cranks, 
impotent cranks. People who could represent no real threats to Jews or others," he tells 
me.  
 
He goes on: "Since then, the president of Iran has made a series of potentially lethal 
interventions into global political life, both sponsoring Holocaust-denial and calling for 
the destruction of the state of Israel. Now that combination creates an entirely new set 
of circumstances - meaning that the German proposal should be taken very seriously.  
"The legal tradition in this country has been very heavily biased in favour of free 
speech, and that is a good thing, but I think that we need to recognise the changed 
political circumstances and give much more consideration to the German proposal than we might otherwise be inclined 
to."  
It's the European Commission's third bash at getting some sort of law on racism on the books and it's been weakened 
along the way, dropping for instance, plans to outlaw the swastika everywhere in the EU.  
 
There are doubtless pros and cons of having what amounts to a Europe-wide law, but what is the point of having such 
laws that member states can ignore?  

 

Each member state shall 
take the measures necessary 
to ensure that the following 
intentional conduct is 
punishable: 'publicly 
condoning, denying or 
grossly trivialising crimes of 
genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war 
crimes...'  
 

David Irving: Having second 
thoughts about the Holocaust 

Anthony Julius: Second thoughts 
about Holocaust-denial law 
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