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Xinhua 
Monday, 14 July 2008 
 
UN court prosecutor notes progress made on trial of former Liberian president 
 
    UNITED NATIONS, July 14 (Xinhua) -- The chief prosecutor of the United Nations-backed Special 
Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) noted on Monday the progress made so far on the trail of former Liberian 
President Charles Taylor. 
 
    Speaking to reporters at the UN Headquarters, Stephen Rapp said that many commentators have 
referred to the court, which is trying Taylor for war crimes and crimes against humanity, as a model for 
international justice. 
 
    "It shows that the trial of a former chief of State can be conducted openly and fairly and we're very 
proud to date of the progress that's been made," Rapp said. 
 
    Taylor is facing 11 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law - including mass murder, mutilations, rape, sexual slavery and the use of 
child soldiers - for his role in the decade-long civil war that engulfed Sierra Leone, which borders Liberia. 
He has pleaded not guilty to all charges against him. 
 
    Rapp said the prosecution's case is that Taylor aided and abetted two rebel groups, the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council and the Revolutionary United Front, which committed numerous atrocities during 
the civil war. 
 
    He noted 59 insiders, people who were at one time very close to the former Liberian president, are 
providing evidence as witnesses to support his case. 
 
    Taylor "was behind the planning of this campaign of terror and atrocity, that he did various steps to 
order and instigate those crimes and, at a bare minimum at least, he aided and abetted these crimes by 
providing crucial arms and materiel in return for diamonds, at a time when all the world knew that these 
rebels were committing horrendous offenses against human beings," he said. 
 
    Currently the SCSL is hearing its 35th prosecution witness, Rapp said, adding that he expected that the 
trial would wrap up within a year after the defense has also made its case. 
 
    In 2006, the Security Council authorized the staging of Taylor's trial at The Hague, Netherlands, citing 
reasons of security.  
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CNN 
Monday, 14 July 2008 
 
Sudanese president charged with genocide 
 
(CNN) -- The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has filed genocide charges against 
Sudan's president for a five-year campaign of violence in Darfur. 
 

Luis Moreno-Ocampo on Monday urged a three-judge 
panel to issue an arrest warrant for President Omar Hassan 
al-Bashir to prevent the deaths of about 2.5 million people 
forced from their homes in the war-torn region of Darfur 
and who are still under attack from government-backed 
Janjaweed militia. 
 
The five charges against al-Bashir include masterminding 
attempts to wipe out African tribes in the war-torn region 
with a campaign of murder, rape and deportation. 
 
In an exclusive interview with CNN's Nic Robertson in t
 had a responsibility to bring charges against al-Bashir. 

 

he 
Dutch city of The Hague, the prosecutor said he

The (U.N.) Security Council referred the case to me and requested me to investigate," Moreno-Ocampo 

After three years I have strong evidence that al-Bashir is committing a genocide. I cannot be 
he 

he judges must now decide whether to issue the warrant, and it is widely expected that they will; the 

 issued, the warrant would make al-Bashir the first sitting president to be indicted by the ICC for 

 his request, Moreno-Ocampo says there are reasonable grounds to believe that al-Bashir bears criminal 

he alleged crimes stem from a brutal counter-insurgency campaign the Sudanese government conducted 

he authorities armed and cooperated with Arab militias that went from village to village in Darfur, 
d 

 

bout 300,000 people have died in Darfur, the United Nations estimates, and 2.5 million have been forced 
from their homes. Video Watch a tour of Darfur's deserted Northern Corridor » 

"
said. Read a transcript of the interview 
 
"
blackmailed, I cannot yield. Silence never helped the victims. Silence helped the perpetrators. T
prosecutor should not be silent." 
 
T
judges have approved all 11 of Moreno-Ocampo's previous submissions to the court. 
 
If
genocide. Video Watch as ICC prosecutor targets al-Bashir » 
 
In
responsibility for five counts of genocide, two counts of crimes against humanity, and two counts of war 
crimes. 
 
T
after rebels began an uprising in Sudan's western Darfur region in 2003. The United States and much of 
the world has already characterized the campaign as genocide. 
 
T
killing, torturing and raping residents there, according to the United Nations, western governments an
human rights organizations. The militias targeted civilian members of tribes from which the rebels draw
strength. 
 
A
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Moreno-Ocampo says al-Bashir targeted three ethnic groups living in the region -- including the Fur 

roup, for whom Darfur is named -- solely on account of their ethnicity. 

e apex of the government. 

 
obilize and keep mobilized the whole state apparatus; he had to control and direct perpetrators; and he 

e 
oncerned by the move Video 

ld be resisted by all," Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem Mohamad said Friday 
mid reports that the charges were imminent. "We will resist it by all possible legal means." 

ir, who seized power in a 1989 coup, when he 
rrived for an emergency meeting of his Cabinet Sunday to discuss the charges. 

ist in the air, whipping 
e group into a frenzy. 

"You are joking... Ocamp-who?" and "Death to America." 

 stupid and malicious, 
nd warned that the Sudanese people would see it as proof of a larger conspiracy against the country. 

 war crimes prosecutions related to Darfur by 
e ICC, a permanent tribunal set up to handle prosecutions related to genocide, crimes against humanity 

lic of the Congo, 
ganda, and the Central African Republic. 

s have followed a common pattern, Moreno-Ocampo's 
vidence says. 

an's armed forces, often acting together with the militias and under al-Bashir's command, 
ingled out villages and towns inhabited by tribal groups. Troops and militia members shot and killed 

ked or left to fend for themselves in the wilderness, the 
vidence says. 

ays, undermined the ability of the targeted groups to survive in Darfur. The destruction of 
eir homes scattered entire communities, and the pervasive rape and sexual violence against girls and 

g
 
Al-Bashir bears responsibility, Moreno-Ocampo says, because he sat at th
 
"For such crimes to be committed over a period of five years and throughout Darfur, al-Bashir had to
m
had to rely on a genocidal plan," Moreno-Ocampo wrote as background for arrest warrant request. 
 
Sudan's ambassador to the United Nations has already condemned the charges. Watch how some ar
c
 
"It is a criminal move that shou
a
 
Mohamad accused Moreno-Ocampo of "playing with fire." 
 
In Khartoum, a crowd of about 2,000 people greeted al-Bash
a
 
When he saw the crowd, al-Bashir climbed onto a pickup truck and pumped his f
th
 
Some held signs saying, 
 
A high-ranking ambassador at the presidential palace called the possible prosecution
a
Video Watch why Sudan's leader has support in China » 
 
In 2005, the Security Council cleared the way for possible
th
and war crimes. The court is based on a treaty signed by 106 nations -- excluding Sudan. 
 
In addition to Sudan, ICC prosecutors are investigating offenses in the Democratic Repub
U
 
The attacks in Darfur over the past five year
e
 
Members of Sud
s
civilians, and sometimes the Sudanese air force was called in to bomb villages and towns in support of the 
ground forces, the prosecutor's evidence says. 
 
Residents who fled were often chased and attac
e
 
The attacks, it s
th
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women -- who are often targeted when they are out collecting firewood or water -- has torn families apart. 
Watch how UNICEF is trying to prevent rape in Darfur Video 
 
"They are raping women, raping girls, raping in groups -- raping to destroy the communities," Moreno-

campo told CNN. "Rape is a tool in the genocide -- the most important tool today." 

ere already 
reparing for the effects of an arrest warrant against al-Bashir, making sure staff members are safe. 

tice. 

terior who is now in charge of humanitarian affairs for the Sudanese government and militia leader Ali 

rson's native country -- or the country in which the 
dicted person is located -- have the power to detain the indicted person for trial at the Hague. 

-Ocampo 
aid. Since they have not been arrested, the prosecutor says, it is unlikely al-Bashir will be -- and he says 

e government leaders have previously told CNN that reports of atrocities in Darfur are 
xaggerated. 

s been a war and some people have died, but it's not like what has been reflected in the 
edia," Interior Minister Ibrahim Mahmoud Hamid said last month.

O
 
The chief U.N. humanitarian coordinator, John Holmes, said Friday that aid workers w
p
 
Moreno-Ocampo said any attacks on peacekeepers would be another reason to bring al-Bashir to jus
 
The ICC has already indicted two men for Darfur crimes -- Ahmad Harun, Sudan's former minister of the 
in
Kushayb -- but neither has been brought to justice. 
 
Once the ICC indicts someone, authorities in that pe
in
 
Kushayb and Harun both remain in Sudan where they enjoy the protection of al-Bashir, Moreno
s
it will probably take a U.N. Security Council resolution for al-Bashir to be brought to justice. 
advertisement 
 
Senior Sudanes
e
 
"Yes, there ha
m
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Voice of America 
Monday, 14 July 2008 
 
Former Charles Taylor Prosecutor Praises ICC Action Against Sudanese President 
By Joe De Capua  
Washington 

The prosecutor for the International Criminal Court's has filed charges of genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes against Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir. 
 
Luis Moreno-Ocampo accuses Mr. Bashir of masterminding a campaign of murder, rape and forced 
deportation against the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa peoples in Sudan's Darfur region. Moreno-Ocampo 
asked the court to issue an arrest warrant for Mr. Bashir, saying it would help prevent the deaths of those 
still under attack in Darfur from the government-backed Janjaweed militia. 

Among those following developments at the international criminal court 
is David Crane, former chief prosecutor at the UN-backed Special Court 
for Sierra Leone. He signed the indictment against former Liberian 
president Charles Taylor. Taylor is now on trial for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

Professor Crane spoke to VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De 
Capua about the significance of filing charges against Sudanese 
President Omar Hassan al-Bashir.  

"It's very significant…being the second African head of state to be 
indicted for war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity. It shows 
the people of Africa that their lives matter and that's so important in that 
part of the world," he says. 

Asked how these charges could be proved, Crane says, "It's a careful investigation. You have to 
consider…the facts, the law, even the politics as you move forward in your investigations. I did this when 
I was investigating President Charles Taylor of Liberia. And I know that my good friend Luis Moreno-
Ocampo carefully sorted through the facts, considered the law and the politics and the diplomacy of the 
issue - peace versus justice - before he moved forward. A good prosecutor has a solid case against a head 
of state before he actually issues an indictment. You can't make a mistake." 

Some say an indictment of the Sudanese president could destabilize the country. Crane responds, "This is 
a short term view… But if they use the Charles Taylor case as a good case study, you'll see that five years 
after I unsealed the indictment against Charles Taylor…despite the condemnations, despite the calls that 
this would hamper peace, Liberia now is on a road of potentially a sustainable peace under the leadership 
of the first female head of state ever in Africa to be elected in a free and open and fair election there in 
Liberia." 

He calls the indictment of Taylor the "cornerstone by which true peace could have happened in Liberia." 
He adds, "In my opinion, the same thing will happen in Sudan." 

He says there are many political and procedural challenges that have to be overcome to try a sitting 
president. And it may take some time before a trial could begin. "At the end of the day it's a political 
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decision… It took the international community, after I indicted Charles Taylor, three years before they 
actually handed him over to the Special Court for Sierra Leone for a fair trial." 

Crane says the ICC prosecutor has to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt by showing a "widespread 
systematic, governmental program by which President Bashir, as the head of state, was implicit, either 
added and abetted or as another theory goes had command responsibility over the actions being taken by 
his subordinates." 

The former prosecutor says, "The beginning of the beginning of the end of President Bashir as far as his 
place as a leader in Africa ended today."  
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Reuters 
Monday, 14 July 2008 
 
Fates of other leaders show chance of Bashir arrest 
 
By Alexandra Hudson 
 
AMSTERDAM, July 14 (Reuters) - Sudan's president may not be delivered swiftly into the arms of 
international justice, but the fate of former leaders of Liberia and Yugoslavia suggests he might not evade 
the law indefinitely. 
 
The International Criminal Court's (ICC) prosecutor accused Sudan's president Omar Hassan al-Bashir on 
Monday of plotting a campaign of genocide in Darfur, including the killing of 35,000 people and asked 
judges to issue an arrest warrant. 
 
"It is extremely unlikely that Bashir will end up in a court room any time soon," said Nick Grono of the 
rights body International Crisis Group. 
 
The indictment, now issued, takes on at very least a symbolic significance in Sudan, for better or for 
worse. Bashir retains a firm grip on power and may seek to use the ICC involvement to bolster support 
further. Rebel opponents, for their part, say the indictment will galvanise resistance. 
 
Bashir is the first sitting head of state charged by an international court since Liberia's Charles Taylor and 
Yugoslavia's Slobodan Milosevic, both of whom were eventually transferred to the Hague. Milosevic died 
before a verdict could be issued in his four-year-old trial. 
 
The fate of the two, indicted by special war crimes tribunals set up to investigate the break-up of 
Yugoslavia and civil war in Sierra Leone, established the international courts as a force to be reckoned 
with in the handling of war crimes. 
 
The Hague-based ICC was set up in 2002 to continue the work started by the special tribunals on a 
permanent basis. 
 
"International justice is a relatively recent trend which goes back to the creation of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in 1993," said Richard Dicker of rights group Human Rights 
Watch. 
 
"IN A CORNER" 
 
"In a relatively short period of time that trend has come a long way, surprising critics and supporters alike 
in the way it has brought sitting heads of states to account." 
 
Milosevic was ousted as Yugoslav president in October 2000 after a popular revolt in which the war 
crimes charges filed against him a year before were a factor. 
 
Six months later, after a 36-hour siege of his Belgrade villa, Serbian authorities arrested him, initially on 
domestic corruption charges. Reformist Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic later surrendered him to 
The Hague. 
 
A new political regime also played a key role in Charles Taylor's delivery to international justice. 
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Taylor fled Liberia for Nigeria in 2003 after his political foes took power. New Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf later asked that Nigeria arrest him and transfer him to the Special Court for Sierra Leone, 
where he faced charges of orchestrating violence and abuse. 
 
His trial began in the Hague in 2007 after fears it would stoke unrest if held in West Africa. Taylor now 
finds himself in the prison were Milosevic had been housed. 
 
But Bashir's position differs markedly from that of Milosevic and Taylor. He has a far stronger grip on the 
reins of power and those who would deliver him to the Hague remain at a safe distance for him. 
 
"There is no real prospect of Bashir being ousted soon," Grono, of the International Crisis Group, said. 
 
However Suleiman Sandal, deputy chief of staff of the most militarily powerful darfur rebel Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM) said the prosecutor's move would help spur change. 
 
"We in JEM will put all our forces to the service of the International Criminal Court to help bring him to 
justice... this decision will put Bashir in a corner and will help us now to overtake this regime." 
 
HRW's Dicker cautioned that although all kinds of factions in Sudan would seek to use any arrest warrant 
to their advantage, Bashir could also use it to shore up his support, portraying the ICC action as foreign 
interference. 
 
If judges issue an arrest warrant it will certainly constrain Bashir, making international travel for the head 
of state practically impossible and high-level diplomatic contact difficult. 
 
The ICC said it had planned to arrest Ahmed Haroun, Sudan's humanitarian affairs minister also wanted 
by the ICC, when he went on a Muslim pilgrimage last year by diverting his plane, but he heard about the 
scheme and abandoned the trip. 
 
ICC prosecutors scored a victory in May however when former Congolese rebel warlord and vice-
president Jean-Pierre Bemba was detained by Belgian authorities acting on an ICC arrest warrant. (Editing 
by Ralph Boulton) 
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Time 
Monday, 14 July 2008 
 
Choosing Justice Over Peace in Darfur 
 
By Simon Robinson / London 
 
The indictment of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir on charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and 
war crimes over the slaughter in Darfur is a step as bold and historic as it is fraught with practical and political 
peril. 
 
The charges were announced Monday by prosecutors from the International Criminal Court (ICC), set up six 
years ago under U.N. auspices to pursue war criminals and those responsible for genocide. Established in the 
wake of the horrific bloodshed in Rwanda, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone and the 
Balkans in the last decade of the 20th century, the court was designed to answer the need for the international 
community to take a more active role in preventing massacres and holding the perpetrators to account. The 
problem, of course, has always been that pursuing justice against bad guys who still hold power can impede or 
even imperil the pursuit of peace — as it may do in the case of Darfur. 
 
When news first leaked last week of the ICC prosecutors' case against al-Bashir, the government in Khartoum 
reacted angrily. Khartoum does not recognize the ICC and says that any case against al-Bashir — who seized 
power in a military coup in 1989 and has ruled Africa's biggest country ever since — or any other Sudanese 
citizen will jeopardize ongoing peace talks over Darfur. The indictment may hamper efforts to expand a 
peacekeeping mission in the region, and African Union peacekeepers fear they may come under attack from 
Sudanese soldiers and militias loyal to the government. Observers are also concerned that the indictment could 
embolden the rebel militias who have rejected the peace process. And aid workers worry that they could be 
kicked out of the country altogether, leaving the millions of people forced to live in displacement camps unfed 
and exposed to more violence. 
 
Some critics even argue that the international community's post-conflict pursuit of war-crimes charges against 
figures such as former Liberian warlord Charles Taylor (who is being tried by a Special Court for Sierra 
Leone) has prolonged suffering in places like Zimbabwe, where leaders face a similar fate if they surrender 
power. Taylor was persuaded to accept exile in Nigeria in 2003, a move that helped end Liberia's bloody civil 
war. Three years later, however, he was arrested and put on trial. Taylor's experience may be the reason that 
Mugabe and his generals appear to have rejected any deal involving exile. "The Old Man is staying," a senior 
member of Mugabe's Zanu-PF party told Canada's newspaper Globe and Mail last month, "because I'm not 
ending up in the Hague." 
 
The ICC is a legal body with no connection to any political or diplomatic authority — its focus is necessarily 
limited to laws and evidence. And based on the testimony and evidence gathered in Darfur, ICC chief 
prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo said this week that "al-Bashir masterminded and implemented a plan to 
destroy in substantial part the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa groups. ... His alibi was a 'counterinsurgency.' His 
intent was genocide." 
 
Moves to hold al-Bashir accountable before the conflict has ended, however, will clearly complicate the 
situation on the ground. The International Crisis Group, a respected mediation group led by retired diplomats 
from dozens of countries, argued in a paper in March that the international community should "acknowledge 
the tensions between peace and justice and to recognize that pragmatism and recent history indicate that justice 
cannot always claim primacy." As former U.S. special envoy for Sudan Andrew Natsios wrote recently, 
prosecuting al-Bashir now "may well shut off the last remaining hope for a peaceful settlement for the 
country." Avoiding justice altogether creates a sense of impunity among those, like Mugabe and his security 
men, who unleash violence against civilians. But to avoid even more bloodshed, argue the pragmatists, justice 
may be best deferred — at least until the guns go silent.
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BBC 
Monday, 14 July 2008 

S Leone police arrest drug crew  
Police in Sierra Leone have arrested six people in connection with 
the seizure of a plane loaded with cocaine at the airport outside 
the capital.  

The UN has warned that West 
Africa is the new route for cocaine 
smugglers 

The six are from Latin America, and include Colombians and 
Mexicans.  

The 700kg cargo, worth an estimated $60m, was abandoned on the 
runway shortly after arriving in the dark in the early hours of Sunday 
morning.  

The BBC's Umaru Fofana in Freetown says the pilots were rescued by 
a vehicle that drove through the perimeter fence.  

Our correspondent says it was a dramatic and daring escape, but they appeared to experience no resistance 
from security at the airport.  

The incident comes after a recent warning from the US embassy in Freetown that some members of the 
police force in Sierra Leone are working with organised criminals, our reporter says.  

The seized drugs are now with the United Nations and British-led International Military Advisory 
Training Team.  

Last month, the United Nations warned that West Africa was under attack from international gangs 
seeking new routes to smuggle cocaine from South America to Europe.  

After years of war, Sierra Leone is one of the world's poorest countries and corruption is major problem.  

Guine-Bussau, another weak West African state, has also been targeted by Latin American drugs cartels.  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

14 July 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Tension Brews in Nimba as Angry Youth Set Houses Ablaze at key Rubber Plantation 
(Daily Observer) 
 

• Reports from Cocopa rubber plantation in Nimba County speak of brewing tension at various 
camps of the plantation where residents and other management team have reportedly fled for 
fear of being attacked by marauding armed men that are said to have besieged some 
portions of the area. 

• Angry youth on over the weekend set two houses ablaze and damaged two security booths at 
the Cocopa Rubber Plantation. 

• Reports say the youth’s action followed the death of one of their kinsmen who was arrested 
and beaten by the company’s security on allegation of theft. Four security officers have been 
arrested in connection with the act. 

 
“Uniformed Armed Men” Raid King Gray Community       
(The News, The Monitor, The Independent, New Democrat, Liberian Express, Public Agenda) 

• Men wearing Police uniforms have allegedly raided the King Gray Community in Paynesville 
stealing thousands of dollars, cell phones and other valuables.   

• The affected residents said the men heavily armed with cutlasses, pistols and automatic riffles 
broke into every house they came across. 

• They said for nearly three hours the community was tense with the sound of automatic 
gunfire being heard throughout the town.  

• At the same time, a group of armed men early Saturday morning attacked ELWA, a Christian 
Mission Compound on the Roberts International Airport (RIA) highway wounding a female 
expatriate.  

• The gunmen broke into the guest house where the foreign nationals were residing.  
• Reports say the compound experienced similar series of armed robbery attacks in the past 

week.      
 
Lutheran Church Massacre Commemoration Begins 
(The Inquirer, Daily Observer, National Chronicle, Heritage)  

 
• The Lutheran Church in Liberia, in collaboration with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC) of Liberia, will Tuesday begin a special commemoration programme for survivors of the 
July 29, 1990 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Massacre. 

• During the programme which will convene from July 15-17 at the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
in Sinkor, survivor witnesses most of whom still bear the physical scars of the killings will 
recount their experiences. Already members of the NGO and international community 
amongst dozens of other organizations have been invited for the ceremony. 

• The commemoration programme will bring together sympathizers, families of victims and 
survivors to honor those who were killed and share their experiences.  

• Thirty survivors or witnesses in Montserrado County, Monrovia and towns and villages in 
Nimba County will participate in the programme. 

• Hundreds of women, children and men who sought refuge in the church were massacred on 
Sunday, July 29, 1990. 
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• Initial reports at the time of the massacre put the death toll at 200 to 300 but survivors of 
the attack said troops broke into the church and indiscriminately killed men, women, children 
and babies with knives, guns and cutlasses. Witnesses said at least 600 refugees were killed 
putting the number of refugees killed in the church at 2,000. 

• Reports said a group of 30 soldiers firing machine guns stormed the church and fired point-
blank at some of the 2,000 refugees who were there since the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) rebel forces reached the capital.  
 

Opposition Politician released on US$1,500 bail bond 
(The Inquirer, The Analyst)  
 

• The Monrovia City Court has granted a bail bond of US$1,500 for the release of the Secretary 
General of the former ruling National Patriotic Party (NPP), Mr. John Whitfield. 

• Mr. Whitfield was released over the weekend when the court granted the bond shortly after 
he was arraigned before the court to answer to the charges of “Illegal Possession of Fire Arm 
and Ammunition.” 

• Mr. Whitfield’s lawyer, Cllr. T. C. Gould working with the Oversees Economic Insurance 
Company, secured the bond on behalf of Mr. Whitfield before the court released him after 
being held in police custody last Thursday. 

• The NPP Secretary General was last Thursday arrested by the police for allegedly being in 
possession of a firearm and ammunition. 

• Mr. John Whitfield, while appearing on the Truth Radio Breakfast Show last Wednesday 
morning as a studio guest, openly said that he was in possession of a firearm and was using 
it to protect himself.  

• He said in the show that he was possessed the arm and would not turn it over to the 
government or UNMIL, because since the government had said that the security situation is 
bad, it then suggests that it can not provide protection for its people and as such, people 
need arms to protect themselves. 

 
Government Warns Against Price Hike 
(The Inquirer, The News) 
 

• The Liberia Government has vowed to institute stern action against anyone caught hiking the 
prices of rice, gasoline and other basic commodities on the Liberian market above 
government’s stipulated prices. 

• Commerce Minister Frances Johnson Morris, who issued the warning, said no one is above the 
law and as such, the business community must abide by the government stipulated prices. 

• Speaking over the weekend at the official launching of the Government’s Consumer’s 
Education Awareness campaign held in Paynesville, Minister Morris warned that the 
government would prosecute anyone or business houses caught importing sub-standard 
goods and fake drugs into the country. 

Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
Angry Youths Set Houses Ablaze at Rubber Plantation 
 
King Gray Residents Accuse “Uniformed-Men” of Armed Robbery       
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Lawyer for Detained Margibi Senator Alleges His Client is “Illegally” Held 

• The lawyer for the detained Senator Roland Kaine said his client is being held illegally. 
• Cllr. Francis Garlawolo on Friday described the arrest and detention of the Senator as 

politically motivated saying the state was using his client as a scapegoat. 
• The statement followed a state submission which brought to the court’s attention Garlawolo’s 

allegation that Kaine was targeted by politicians interested in his position. 
• State lawyers have meanwhile dismissed the claim as “outrageous” and urged the court to 

dismiss it. 
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
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National Health Confab Opens Today       

• The Ministry of Health and its partners will today begin a National Health Conference in 
Monrovia to review the implementation of the National Health Plan over the past twelve 
months.  

• Over 200 international and local health care specialists will examine the development 
progress of the plan’s four pillars which include basic health package of health services, 
human resource, infrastructure and support system.  

• Speaking to journalists in Monrovia, Health Minister Dr. Walter Gwenigale said the review will 
however not include activities of social welfare.  

                                                          **** 
 
 


