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Former Interior Minister and Militia Leader Sam Hinga Norman announced on Thursday (10
June) that he had reversed his decision to defend himself and that he wished to reinstate the
defence team he had sacked on the opening day of his war crimes trial seven days earlier
(see Sierra Leone: 4 June 2004: Long-Awaited War Crimes Trials Open in Sierra Leone).
Norman's announcement followed a judgement by the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL)
that he had no absolute right to defend himself (see Sierra Leone: 9 June 2004: Sierra
Leonean War Crimes Court Rejects Militia Leader's Plan to Defend Himself); Norman
subsequently rejected the Court Registrar's choice of an interim counsel.

Significance: It is not yet clear whether Norman's attempt to re-hire his defence team will
be permitted by the Court - only the SCSL Registrar can appoint lawyers. Regardless,
Norman's strategy of attempting to undermine the Court and to delay proceedings looks set
to continue. Since the start of the trial of the three Kamajor leaders - Norman, Allieu
Kondewa and Moinina Fofana - on 3 June, there have been no hearings on the substantive
issues of their case.
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HINGA NORMAN TO GIVE OPENING STATEMENT AND THEN SPECIAL COURT CALLS
FIRST WITNESS

Tuesday June 15, 2004

The war crimes trial proper will begin today with Chief Hinga Norman giving his opening statement,
a Special Court official told this newspaper yesterday.

The official , quoting Presiding Judge, Benjamin Itoe, said that after Norman's opening statement,
the tribunal will then proceed by calling its first witness to testify. Special Court Defence Office
attorney, Ibrahim Yilla , will act for Chief Norman until his his defence team is in place.

SPECIAL COURT NAMES 4-MEMBER NORMAN DEFENCE TEAM

Meanwhile, A 4-man defence team was named for Chief Hinga Norman yesterday . The team is
comprised of John Wesley Hull , Tim Owen, Quincy Whittaker and Dr. Bu-Bukei Jabbie . This list
largely contradicts the one produced over the weekend by the CDF Spokesman, Rev. Alred Sam
Foray. Even the circumstances of their representation is different from what SamForay intimated.

The team will ASSIST (not represent) First Accused Chief Hinga Norman .This means that Norman
did not appoint a new defence team to represent him. Rather, he will still appear as his own attorney
, but the newly-appointed defence team will be available to assist him.

Owen and Whittaker were once on the Hinga Norman defence team but they resigned last month.
Now an anxious and transfixed nation will hear the first witness in what should be the most tense
court trial in Sierra Leone's history .
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Chief Sam Hinga
Norman is scheduied to
address the Special
Court today.

He had a choice 10 do
s0 at the beginning of the
trial or when he begins
his defence and he chose
the former.

As news of this revela-
tion made the rounds, a
lot of speculations have
been going on. "Yas! Ee
don comot pa piay cook.

Now na awojol ! { Yes
itis no longer a Lmld’s
play. Now is action
ume) Munda Kebbie a
housebov said.  aAn-
other citizen begging
anonymity savs: [
thank Cod he has fi-
nally cooperated with
the Court. Sankoh has

died with a chamber of

secrets we would have
liked to be privv 1o
Norman can at least
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throw light into the dark
caves.'

[t may be recalled that
on 3th June. Norman
dismissed his defones
team and announced
adamantiy. that, he wilf
rr.:prcsen[ nimsett

In local tabloids ves-
terday, 1t was reported

that he had had a
change of mind and
agreed (0 standbv
counsel. According o
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>pecial Court how- onset become the cen-
he now has a new
ncitmev Si-

tre of attraction even
betore the RUF leader
1 Foday Sankoh's de-

'mise. -

During the past two
weeks, the former de-
fznce Minister and
-’ }1151

Coordinator of

the Civil DE€fence
Forces stole the show
at the Special Court
where he is facing
charges with two oth-
ers, for crimes agamst
humanity by request-
ing self representation,
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fired lawyers sav no retreat as..;

By Samuel John
After a week of tussling
over the selection of
those should
constitute the standby
defence team of Special
Court indictee Chief
Sam Hinga Norman.
the matter was amicable

who

resolved yesterday with
the announcement of a
Dr. Bu
Bakai Jabbie will head

the new standby
PN

five-man teani.

From Front Page
have also decided that
we will not return to
defend the 1% accused in
any other capacity in
order to allow the 1
accused exsrcise his
right to defend himselt as
he has insisted since
Exhibit {1
tendersd.” Before the
Trail Judge Benjamin
Mutanga ltoe tendered
that letter in evidence.
another letter dated 8"
2004, was read
from a member of the
sackaed derence team.
Suliaman Tgjan Sie in
which he states that he

——

Wwas

June

was willing to represent
the first accused and o
mount a vigorous

detence in the interest of

justice.  When the
afternoon session
resumed. Justice ltoe
asiked the registrar
whether there was any
communication from
the
the

Lawver Tzjan Sie.
latter replied in
negative saving "My
Lordships there i3 no
lerter for his excuse.”
Justice Itoe then told the
Rewisirar. “the C hamber

Rt

defence team. which
comprised of Quincy
Whittaker, Tim Owen QC:
both are from Britain and
John Weslev Hall from the
United States of America,
whom he publicly rejected
Jast week in court. Lawyer
Sorie Yillah
attached to the Special
Court will assist the team.
This became effective
following a letter written
on the 10™ June 2004 to

Ibrahim

request  you, Mr.
Registiar 4n the interest
of holding the cardinal
. of national justice we
would ask vou to rake all
necessary Steps o secure
his attendants in court at
9 30 am tOmOorrow.
(today). After he was
ascertain of
composition of the
standby defence team,

the

Justice [toe thenread out

an order of the Trail

-Chamber peraining 1o

the role of the standby

counsels. He outlined

that thev there
primarily to assist the
accused in the preparation
of his case during the pre-
trial phase whenever 50
requested by the accusaed.
Also to assist the accused
in the preparation and
presentaticn of his case at
trial  whenever SO
requested by the accused.
The standby counsel
according to the order of
the court is to further
receive copies of all court
documents, filings and

are

* disclosed maternials that

-

are received by or sent 10
the accused. Justice Itoe
further stressed, "as a

|

the Registrar of the
Special Court. Robin
Vincent from Lawyer J.B.
Jenkins-Johnston
notifving the former of
their unwiltlingness to
continue to serve in any
capacity in the defence
team for the first accused.
The letter states in patt,
“we have unanimously
decided that
considered

having
atl  the
prevailing circumstances,
L]

‘protective measure in the

event of abusive conduct by
the accused, 10 put questions
1o witnesses. in particular
sensitive or protected
witnesses. on behalf of the
accused it so ordered by the
Trial .Chamber. without
depniving the accused of fus
right to control the content of
the examination.” Justice ltoe
also  emphasised,
exceptional circumstances (o
take over the defence trom the
accused at trial shouid the trial
chamber find, following a
warning that the accused 18
disruptive
conduct cr uonduct‘requmnu
his from the

“in

engaging in

removal

" courtroom under Rule 80 (b).”

Chief Norman in responding
to a question from Justice
Boutet told the court that he
would todav make his opeming
statement pertaining to his
defznce. while the legal
counsels for the second and
third accused— Moinina Forama
and Allie Kondewa informed
the court that they will make
their scatements at the end of the
Prosecution’s case. The
prosecution will be calling its
first witness this morning
when the court resumes at
9 30am.
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we will not be able to
represent the " actused
in any of the capacities
mentioned in exhibit 2
that is o say as Counsel
in the interest of Justice,
Amicus

Counsel or
Standby Counsel.” The
letter further states. “we

Contd. Page 2
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Norman Lines
Up 5 Lawyers

By Joseph Komeh

Following the sacking of
his defence team: last
week, which almost fore-
stall proceeding, Chief
Sam Hinga Norman and
his two CDF counter-
parts yesterday, made
another appearance be-
fore the Special Court
with the news that a five-
man standby defence
team will be representing
him.

The five are Quincy
Whittaker and Tim Owen
from the UK, John
Wesley Hall from USA;
Dr. Bw-buakei Jabbie and
Ibrahim Yilla both Sierra

i,
Frem front Page

cused in the preparation
of his defence etc.
Chief N orman himself
will make an opening
statément to the court
by 9:30am this morning

Chief Norman

Mean while the Trial
Chambers of the Spe-
cial Court has asked the
Court Registrar to take
all necessary steps to
get on to Mr. Sulaiman
Banja Tejan-Sei to

e
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l.eoneans.
Accordinyg to the Presid-
ing Judge John Benjamin
articte 17 subsection 4d -
of the statutory of the Si-
erra Leone Special court,
indicated that the right to
self-defence is not abso-
lute. This implies accord-
ing to the presiding judge
that the right to selt-de-
fence can only be done
with a standby defence
council.
The defence councilis
charged with some
twelve functions, which
included receiving, filing
and presentation of court
documents; assist the ac-
Cont. Page 2

present himself before
the court by 9:30am this

moming.
Mr. Tejan Sei,

Chief Norman failed to
show up in court and

| b

one of
the dismissed lawyers of

without any letter of ex-
cuse for his absence.
The courtbased on an
undertaking earlier
made by the lawyer, has
demanded his presence
this morning.
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GOMMENTARY

STOPPING CIRCLES OF IMPUN!TY"

Oumar Farouk
Sesay

“To stop the circle of
mpunity” is the buzz
shraseof the Special Court
stabhshed m Siexra Leone
oy the UN to uv those
~ho bear the “greatest
esponsibility” for a war
hat bas gene down m the
wmals of hunan conthict
1 the most groesque and
soutal war m recest history.
sarnifised reversge

The Special Court is
cvenge and TRC on the
sther hand is recording of
he collective pam of a
il

The commou facter in
scth is premised on the
willingness of the victims
© co~cooperate. How
willing are the people to
0 form a collective record
n a couniry in which there
s a massive mistrust of
ostrunons?

How will the peoD]e_

perceive a Justwe svstem
winch secks to stop the
culture of impumty by
putting oo trial those who
carty out the “greatest
responsiolities o the vwar ™
wiile the foot soider, who
kailed raped and maimed
them. is rewarded with
m rdmm
Ties complex modei of
transibonal justice has
amcngst peopie win are still
rymg o heal the wounds
of pre war abusive
mstitetions and a post-war
ramma.
sdence

Most people choose the dig-
my of sience nstead of
wraang therr debasement
1 public. They create a
sychologcal fence around
begray areas of thearminds.
he ponmn of abuse, are

hscussedmpublnhzs
mdersiandadie I a father
vho was forced o jon
he gang rape of hes danghter
efimes 10 revisit that sopec.
rost people believe that

)

E

tedl is o delwamamee your seif,
The {mnted time frame of the
Truth Reconciliation
Consmiission fisrther accent-
death
Throughout history’ mankind
has developed philosophical
and psvchological methods of
dealing with death. Taking a
cue from the first recorded

death of Abel, we now know

how 10 burv the dead. From
our reiigious persuasion we
commit the body to Ged
through Christ or Mchammed
m 3 “dust 0 dust” and “ashes
i ashes” ritual

We comiiort the bereaved with
tme-iested philosophies like
there are reasoms and 3
purpose for every thing mder
the san. In some cases the
consolation is transiated ©
funeral dirges. In =fect we
now know how o deal with
deathwith all its maitipde facels.

reponsdilly -
Chﬂrcﬂzﬂ'hm'weze‘va
to come with 4 body, %™

ﬂnxght!ocmmleam o

wihose limbs have , been
chopped off by a rebel who

s compamd because he did
not bear the oreatest respansi-
bilibes for the war

The wmniqueness of the

. rensibonal jostce ntrodnced

m post-war /L. is creating
problems revolving arcand:
Twes of 2ngagement erswine;
on the Geneva convention and
mvxhimailhvﬂewe
suggesting that 3 comnbatw
Wwiho raped and mamed xoo-
co civilians has nothag: o
mswer 50 Jong as there is
somecee wWho - bears the

Norman ami CI)F mcmed umvcent ail they are proven guilty

greatest responsibilites for s
actons? There is more svm-
bolism than sssence in the
whole exercise. This mmght
expiam why 1t has more cred-
ibility m the mtematcnal com-
nremiy that drves on mmages
and symbois.

For most pecple a svinbolism
wizich mnt Foday Sankoh, fssa
Sesav med Hinga Nerman oo
the same meral pedestal
conjures conflicting images
that fai] to commummcate to the

confusion

The manifestation of their
conttesicn and owstnsst for the
Special Coart s meoted m
have bean known i use apa-
v as wespon of political
protest. This stoic act of
indifference, sometunes

sumpie fact that a justics
system winch sefs to pamsh
those who bears the orestest
responaittiesionthe war aiso
chooses who to mdict.
creaibiity:
Victars justice was the
condcamation - of  the
Nuremberg irial after the
second wordd war vet it
ﬂwaied,m;zmum'ng

responsibilities  for the
Holocaust and the foot
soldiers who carmed out or-
-ders.
obiiterte

The South Africa TRC modet
obiiterates the punishioent and
not the crme. The S/L model
@ the other hand oblierates
both the crime and the
ourushment. In cor caltare
there is a svstem of
ndrviduating blame and re-
There 1 a story of a man who
was taken 10 a local cowt for
a heinous crime his only
defense was e was actng
under mstroction from a
semar ciizen and that he was
bears oo responsibility for s
act The court chawman, not
moved by the defence, sand 0
the defendant, “snce you are
a willing messenger with no
views of vour own. I'm
nsiructing Yo io remove the
crown of the chief and cast it
in the destbin”.

The defendani hesiiaied and
vepited ! cant ay that 7 will

be in grave danger”. That

Thas stovy 1s caly an anecdotal
vevidence of individuai
responsibitity that has far
seaching impiication. The
recedend on that case 1s
g the collective memory .of
lmevuhxnpmi*aiﬁ:ra
cme m Jocal justics. system
onfhcbaslsofknngon
mstrdctions frem- abave.
Preoptecamot uaderstand why
a g stctare Ske Special

cont. page 3
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Special Court... from page 3

Court is anly able to mdict two discased rebel leaders, one

Junta leader swingmg between: the spectrum of life and

death, an elusive cx-president. a natonal hero and few
 iliterate ex-rebels while thousands of cold-blooded killers
.~ are roaming the street under the pitifil excuse that they
| don't bear “the greatest responsibilities.”
; Our “alien traditional” justice system we inhenited from
the Bratish will not accept duress as an excuse in a nurder
case. In effect.1t is verv difficult to find an excusc for
human right abuse to the magnitude of the genecide com-
mtted by the rebels. Simply put, anv person involved m
commutting arrocities during the war bears a greatest re-
sporsibility. We either expand the scope of our selective
process of justice or concoct some legal gymmastics as
an exit strategy or else the whole process is making a

;
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politicize and trivialize a nationai tragedy wiile pecple are
sall bleeding from both phvsical and psychological
wounds. -7 ’ v

AV NS AT S . G

‘The United Nations has done an excellent job in ending
ﬂaewarinSiaralmbmifd)eymmeirconcoctedv
exat strategy, laden with symbolism and devoid of essence,
will end the circle of impunity m post-war Sierra Leape
The many arm robbers toy mg peaceful citizens n
post-war Sierra Leone are killers and rapers pardoned
with mpunity by UN catwalk mieflectuals paid to corme
up with a brochured perfect concept that has no bearing
to the reality ch the ground

The whole exercise smacks of quick fix solution. The
*UN spext a det in terms of men, money, and material to
: ‘gnd war m*Sierra Leone, There is a bureaucratic need for
3 a closure, o

i There is more o the circle of impunity than meety the

cont. back page
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~1€8 of violence
mpunigy: > an

farce out of national tragedy. It Iuts beyond belief to ‘
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[Chief Norman’s
Perambulations

Far now it’s the only real road-show in Freetown.
Since begimming of the trizls on June 3, 2004, the
Special Court has generated newspaper headlines and
{public discussion. It’s a safe bet that it will continue
to do so fof months to come.

Chief Sam Hinga Norman's dramatic annowncement
that he was axing s defence tean and was pre-
pared m defead himself came as no surprise 10 me.
Tt is obvious that Chief Norman feit that s very
public arrest and subsequentt indictment was urfar
and a tmmiliation. -

The man clearly has something “burning his chest’
as we say in local pariance.

I{No prizes for guessing that he intends to bring
‘AKX abbah and his government imto the whoie proceed-
ngs. i

Some argue that Hinga Norman (and the CDF) were
not achng as mdependent agents or loose cannons.
He was, afier ail. depurv defence mimister and his
resistance to the illegal AFRC -RUF jmta was sanc-
tioned (and f{imanced) by the government-in-exile.
The uitimate commander of the CDF was Ahmad
‘{Tejan Kabbah himseif. this school of thought con-
tends. )

Therefore the ‘greatest responsibdity” for any war -
runes which the CDF mav have comuniited hes an
Kabbah's table . The bock stops right there.

Much as | respect Chuef Norman and his fight agmnst

lone of the cruelest and evil regimes ever seen i the

fwith this argument.

1 argued at a panel discussion on the Special Court
iheid at FBC recently that we cannot and shouid not
distinguish between “war crimes carried out in de-
fence of democracy” and ~war crimes committed by
an iflegal military jumnta’.

A war-crime is a war-crime; the victims of these:
crimes are usuaily mmocent crvibans, And once youd
idevelop a mindset that amy act of force, rape, mutila-
Yticn. murder or torture is justified because you are a

- g T

Crane’s case to prove
8 .
‘democrat’ - we have already crossed the line sepa-
rating man fom beast. '
\Chicf Norman and his two CDF fo-sccused are in-
nccent motl proven gmity. It is the job of the Pros-
ecutor to tie them mto whatever atrecities the CDF
are alleged to have commitied.

during the ‘Black December’ operations especiaily
m Koribondo duringdats 1997 - seems to indicate
i} that the prosccutiondas crucial evidéence that proves
il that Norman is not the bero that be’s been acciamed

country; (perhaps in the entire world/), I do not agree]

And David Crane’s powerful oponng staiement. -
which promised witnesses to Norman's activities |

ir 10 be. (TO BE CONTINUED)
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[wav.esy Joni 15, Teog
ﬁ?Enkiﬁs" Johnson rejects Normani
CDF leader now without a laywer

Normar: more prablems mount for himt

s — - o — T

of the lawyers were m 7
court. When Judge Mtoe ¥
asked Mr Nommad what
he planned ©© do now, the

act as his stand-by.
Matters were adjourned
for 3 hours. We had no
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tme 10 gnd a lawver 10 ¢
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'Lawyer’ Norma

Indicted war crunes suspect, Chiet Special Court.
Sam Hinga Norman will have his  During his first appeurance in court
day today in cowrt us he makes S on June 3. the first accused

By Osman @ openuny siatement in his drive © offloaded his Defence team and
1 Benk Sankoh @ detena nimselt of war crimes and ,
g , ) . . From front page
’ crimes against humanity before the
~ ——— - - - - - -

***% Bu-Buakei Jabbie, o N 7

Coanlod ¢ (U‘WCQ
others as Sz‘andby counsel
*** Tejan-Sie wanted in caurz‘

\&'\QSAC\\ jL\‘/\L \"jl Z—Q()L;/f

ri¥luining Fofana &

wr’ Hingu Normun

From front puge

{Sterra Leone), John Wesley Hull
el Us Ay, Tum Owen (Brit), and
and defend himselt Ouiney Whittaker (Brit.) have been
The right 10 self detetive though yopointed as Standby Counsel for
qualificd was however granted 0 Norman while [brahim Yillah was
him by the Trial Chamber, appointed (n an interim capacity.
When the Couwrt resained yesterday  Ajso, Presiding Judge Benjamin ltoe
morming. Norman was asked 10 hay direcied the Court's Registrar,
educate the Courton how he hopes  Rohin Vincent 1o ger lgwyer

asked thut he wppearad.

(L
-

.
g

1o g0 ahead ‘v\«ith his line of JC‘LCH&; 5;‘“4. iman Banja Tﬁj{an - Sl@ aDpeaf
‘ :

and whether he wasy ul»law)j 1o before it this morning.

MAKe fls vpenIng stalement in the Though Tejan-Sie was among those
afternoon session, sacked by Norman. in a letter dated

In reply. Norman sutd he was  the 8 th June 2004, he however said
willing to do so with caution and e was willing 1o serve as Standbv
adds. " Please tuke my sttuation  Counsel for the accused  though a
it : T IV S R . y -
Wi cautious sympatiy. subsequent letter written by James
However, ne has indicated that he 8yden Jenkins-Johnston for and on
U oe ready o make his opening  pehalt of the sacked Norman's
swalement WHCH [DC [f‘kdl resuimes Deff’nc{;‘ ream had ba\ﬁy [hd\/ were
ihis morning at 9:30. - unwilling 1o defend him in any
Vieanwhile. Dr Bu-Buaker Jubble  Cupaciny whatsoever.
ir




.2 Sierra Leoneans & 3 expatriates

Sive new iawyers nave been secured ov the Principal De-
fender of the Spec:ai Court 10 0& on stanaby to assist Sam
=inga Norman n nis defencs.

Trus was announced yesierday during he aiternoon ses-
sion oy the Registrar of the Court, Cavia vincent. it foilows
2 eter from Norman's iormer Jefence ieam read in the
Moming in wilich James B\yoen SENKINS-sChnsien informea
he court that they were NoL prepared 10 conlinue represent-
ing the interest of (he accusea.

As a aternative thaugn, e court was old mat Or. Bubuakie

-~

Jabbie, Ibrahin Sorie Yilla (from the Defence Office), WEsley
Buit from Bntain and two other expatriate lawyers whose names
were not immediately known, will assist the accused in the
axercise of seif gefence and guige him through the proceed-
ings of the court.

The tnal was agjourned to (his morning wnen the prosecution
will start cailing witnesses. Presicing Judge, Justice Ben@amin
itoe informed the court yesteraay that the Tnai Chamber 1s set
0 proceed with the mal.

!
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Letter from Norman's
€x-1awyers to the court

A letter from  Hinga Stories by John Baimba Sesay

Norman's former defence  sent the 1st accused in any

i ) ) —-—‘——-——————————-——'—-‘
team was read in court yes- Capacity” J B Jenkins-
terday morning. It became Johnston went further to say
clear that despite severa] that they ought to allow the 1st
plea from Norman and his  accused to satisfy his right to
family for the lawyers to  self defence as he had
| continue defending him, emphasized in his first letter,
this however felj on deaf  The letter was inturn passed
ears. to the prosecution for confir-
“l'write for and on behaif of mation, and later to the ac-
myself, Sulaiman Banja  cused for his comment.
Tejan-Sie ang Adejatu  Norman told the court that he
¥ Tejan that we have unani- - needed time to meet with his
) mously decided that we  new defence team arranged
§ would nol be able to repre- by the Principal Defender.
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RUF Spokesmannot
Court Witness® =

The former spokesman of
the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) Eldred
Collins 1s not a prosecut-
ing witness at the Special
Court, contrary to recent
press reports we can ex-
clusively reveal. In a rare
interview given to this
press Collins said "no one
has ever approached me
for anything like that" re-

feingg L&_reports thgt he

has been recruited-by the
office of the prosecutor
of the Special Court to
Serve as a wilness
against members of the
RUF. The reports earlier
claimed that Collins is a
protected wilness, shel-
tered by the court await-
ing testimony betore the
Tnal Chamber. Another

former spokesman of
- N

( t\ S k\ Ciun

- ( s { z[j

the RUF
Massaquor s also re-
ported to be a protected
witness of the prosecu-

Gibril

special

whether he will accept
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Norman Family
Beat Kamajor
Chief To Coma!

. THE FAMILY of Specxal Court indictee, Sam nga Norman are re-
. ported to have beaten, stripped naked and frog-marched to police station

It was reported that,
Alie Katta senior secu-
rity to chief Norman was
living in the same 13E
Spur Road residence
with the latter until his
arrest last vear. How-
ever, relationship be-
tween Katta and
Norman's family come
to a head when the latter
asked him to team up
with them and forcefully
g evict former CDF ad-

ministrative assistance

BA Zeronkong from the

quarter, an idea Katta,

kicked against.

Later, Mammy
Norman asked Katta to
prepare his belongings
and leave the quarters.
The order which the lat-
ter took in a pitch of sait,
it was alleged aimost cost
him his life as he was

later subjected to a thor-
ough beating by the
brothers - of Mrs
Nerman. i

Among them Kini
David Johnny and
Tamba Moimoi tied him
up and frog-marched to
the Lumiey police sta-

a former kamajor chief security, Alie Katta.

tion where, on the orders
of Mammy Norman was
locked up for two days
without interrogation.

"1 was only freed from
cell by my sister,” Katta
said disclasing that while
he was being taken to the
police, Tamba Moimoi de-
iiberately cut himselfin the
palm so as to appear as if
He was hit by me.

Prior to that, Mammy
Norman at one time used a

cutlass to damage the
door of Zorokong. But
when she was taken to
police, the officers refuse
to pursue the matter on
the grounds that any ac-
tion against her must be
seen by many as witch-
hant on the family.

"But if this matter is
not treated as the law
requried we know what
to do,""Katta said.

NORMAN:many 8ily he's ready to spill the beans

|
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ABUJA, June 14 (Xinhua) -- A Nigerian high court has ordered that court summons be
served on former Liberian president Charles Taylor over a petition filed by two Nigerian
businessmen challenging his refugee status.

Stephen Adah, judge of the Nigerian Federal High Court, gave the order to Governor
Donald Duke of Cross River state, southern Nigeria, where Taylor is settled, at a hearing
Monday in the capital Abuja.

Taylor, who went into exile in Nigeria last August as rebels besieged the Liberian capital of
Monrovia, was accused by the UN- backed special court in Sierra Leone of main backer of
the Sierra Leonean rebels. His step-down paved the way for peace progress in his war-torn
homeland.

Although the United States had offered a reward of two million US dollars for his capture,
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo has ensured that the country would not succumb to
pressure to hand Taylor over for trial.

However, Emmanuel Egbuna and David Anyaele, the petitioners, who were brutally
amputated in 1999 by Sierra Leonean rebels, alleged Monday that Sierra Leone's 10-year
civil war was "largely engineered and financed by Taylor."

They indicted Taylor for war crimes and several other serious violations of humanitarian law
and sought an order quashing the refugee status granted to Taylor, contending that the
asylum had precluded his trial before the UN-backed special court in Sierra Leone.

The Nigerian high court's next hearing in the petition had been set for July 1.

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve? m=67¢133624668dfbac61b8ecal fdc5897&docnu... 6/15/2004
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West Africa: Nigerian court says Taylor has case to answer on his asylum
Pan African News Agency, June 14, 2004

Abuja - An Abuja court Monday ordered the governor of the Nigerian State
hosting former

Liberian President Charles Taylor to serve him with papers in respect of
a case seeking to gquash the

asylum granted him by the Nigerian government.

Giving the order in the case filed by two Nigerian businessmen whose limbs
were amputated by rebels of the

Revolutionary United Front (RUF) during Sierra Leone's civil war, Presiding
Justice Stephen Ada asked governor

Donald Duke of south-east Cross River State to deliver to Taylor previous
rulings of the court on the case,

since he had been absent in court since the case started.

The petitioners, Emmanuel Egbuna and David Anyaele, are challenging the
refugee status granted Taylor by President
Olusegun Obasanjo.

The former Liberian leader, who has been indicted for war crimes by the
UN-backed Special court in Sierra Leone,

stepped down and has been in exile in Nigeria since last August as part
of a compromise deal to end Liberia's

14-year civil war.

Taylor has been living in opulence in Calabar, the Cross River State
capital,

despite widespread opposition to his

stay in Nigeria within and outside the country.

The petitioners are praying the Abuja court to compel Nigeria to hand

Taylor
over for trial by the Sierra Leonean court, which recently rejected his
claim of immunity and ruled that he should be tried.

In support of their affidavits, the petitioners recounted alleged brutal
treatment against them and other Nigerians

during Sierra Leone's civil war, which they said was "largely engineered
and financed by Taylor."

"The rebels isolated Nigerians from the other captives and began amputating
their forelimbs," said Anyaele, now the
Executive Director of the Amputees Rehabilitation Foundation, a local NGO.

"after amputating me, the rebels set me on fire and told me to go
deliver their message to the Nigerian government, "
Anyaele claimed.

Egbuna, who was lucky to have his mutilated limbs stitched together, also
recounted his experience in the affidavit.

"They cut off the hands of my younger brother, Benedict, from beneath
the elbow. They dumped him at the cemetery



behind the house, and he bled to death in front of me and his pregnant
wife," he alleged.

"The machete cut through the flesh and the bones of my hands, but
did not entirely severe them. With my hands

dangling from my arms, the rebels dumped me at the cemetery," Egbuna
added.

Joined as co-defendants in the suit are the National Commission for
Refugees,

President Obasanjo and the

Attorney-General of the Federation.

Further hearing in the case was adjourned to 1 July.
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Russia Freezes Accounts of Former Liberian
President

Created: 15.06.2004 11:47 MSK (GMT +3), Updated: 11:47 MSK , 3 hours 9 minutes ago
MosNews

Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered to freeze
financial assets of former Liberian president Charles Taylor
and his closest relatives, the RIA-Novosti news agency
reported on Tuesday. Putin signed a decree “On measures to
implement UN Security Council resolution 1532 of 12 March
2004”.

All organizations, enterprises and individuals under the
jurisdiction of the Russian Federation are advised in their
activities to take into account that with effect from 12 March
2004 “the financial assets and other economic resources
owned (controlled) directly or indirectly by former Liberian
president Charles Taylor and his nearest relatives Jewel
Howard Taylor and Charles Taylor Jr, are frozen”, the decree
reads.

Taylor, who began a civil war in Liberia in 1989 before being
elected president in 1997, left the country last August under
huge international pressure and with rebels besieging the
capital Monrovia. He now resides in Nigeria, which has no
extradition treaty with Freetown but has said Taylor could

http://www.mosnews.com/news/2004/06/15/taylor.shtml
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War Crimes Tribunal Possible for Liberia, UN Expert Says

The NEWS (Monrovia)

NEWS

June 14, 2004

Posted to the web June 14, 2004

By Stanley Mcgill
Monrovia

A United Nations human rights expert has stated that although a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission is established in Liberia, the establishment of a war crimes tribunal in the
country cannot be ruled out.

Dr. Charlotte Abaka, UN independent expert of the Commission on Human Rights on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Liberia, based in Geneva, spoke with
Journalists Saturday and responded to whether the UN does support the establishment of
war crimes court in Liberia to try those who committed atrocities against innocent people
during the 14-year civil conflict.

Dr. Abaka had served as a confidential expert on the Liberian case prior to her recent
appointment. She was appointed 2003 to monitor human rights situation in Liberia. She
said people who have committed crimes against the innocent must be punished.

However, she said the human rights situation in Liberia has improved since the departure
of the Charles Taylor-led Government.

She observed that things that could not have been done publicly under the previous
administration are now being done without molestation from state security.

Dr. Abaka indicated that at the moment, people can gather freely and discuss openly what
is on their mind, and that people can go to sleep soundly without hearing gun sounds.

She also said unlike during the previous administration when she had to speak to people
in Liberia at confined locations to gather information on human rights abuses, her current
visit proved otherwise, as she could talk to the ordinary people freely in open places.




She said her stay in the country afforded her the opportunity to talk to stakeholders in the
human rights community, and she was convinced that the situation is far better now.

Dr. Abaka said she was happy with the information she received from the stakeholders
and appreciated the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission of Liberia,
adding, " I am also happy that women are on the commission."

She said her current mandate will last for three years.

She urged the media to support the process by not only report the negatives, but also the
positives.

Dr. Abaka, a Ghanaian, visited Tubmanburg, Voinjama and other places where rights
abuses had been common in the country under the previous regime, but things have
immensely improved there.

Copyright © 2004 The NEWS. All rights reserved. Distributed
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).
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There Are Positive Signals for Lifting Sanctions - Bryant Tells Congregation

The NEWS (Monrovia)

NEWS

June 14, 2004

Posted to the web June 14, 2004
Monrovia

The head of the Transition Government of Liberia, Gyude Bryant says there are positive
signals that some of the sanctions imposed on Liberia would be lifted this year following
a request he made to the UN Security Council.

The Liberian head of state said responses he got from the UN Security Council regarding
the lifting of sanctions were "positive".

He told a religious congregation that a 15-man team of experts from the UN Security
Council is expected in the country within 90 days to assess and determine Liberia's
compliance.

Chairman Bryant said the visit of the 15-man panel of experts followed a request he made
to the Security Council for them to come ascertain that Government's revenues are being
used to pay civil servants and settle other national obligations.

According to the Liberian leader, he requested the Security Council to lift the sanctions
because the sanctions were hurting the Liberian people.

Chairman Bryant spoke Sunday at the First United Methodist, where a program was held
to mark his safe return from the United States.

During his visit to the United States, the Liberia Chief Executive said he met with
officials at the State and Treasury Departments as well as with officials at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

He explained that the IMF and other institutions stressed the need for sustained relations
between the United States and the Liberian Governments.

" Everybody that I've met assured me that they will support Liberia during its recovery
period," Chairman Bryant indicated.



He then called on religious the community to pray for the country because there was
nothing better than prayers.

Last week a United Nations expert panel on Liberia said it has found no proof of weapons
smuggling into the country after August 2003 or of diamond and timber smuggling out,
and that the imposed sanctions contributed significantly to ending the country's armed
conflicts over a 14-year period.

However, according to the panel's report to the United Nations Security Council,
"organized international smuggling networks remain in place and could be reactivated at
any time."

The panel's report also said while disarmament is progressing, factions may have hidden
weapons either in Liberia itself or in neighboring countries.

On the mineral sector, the report said due to poor national security, diamond mining has
practically ceased, making smuggling currently negligible.

The panel did recognize in its report that the National Transitional Government of Liberia
"has begun taking urgent steps towards the establishment of an effective certificate of
origin scheme for trade in rough diamonds that is transparent and internationally
verifiable, with a view to joining the Kimberley Process."

Regarding the timber sector, the panel said while it found no evidence of "widespread
exports" of timber, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) has not been able to
function outside the capital, Monrovia, and in the forests of southeast Liberia. It said the
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has not yet been deployed in the forest areas.

The panel also recognized that the fiscal costs of retaining sanctions include lost wages
and salaries. In view of this, the panel recommended that although the level of poverty
and illiteracy is high, appropriate steps should be taken to "ensure that they have
unhindered access to a fair share of the existing economic opportunities for which, under
normal circumstances, their current status would not qualify them."

On the over all, the expert panel said, "Corruption remains widespread and the task of
rebuilding is daunting."

The Transitional Government of Liberia inherited a sanctions regime from the defunct
Charles Taylor administration. Diamond and timber exports ban was imposed on the
Taylor regime to prevent him from using resources from these sectors to fuel the civil
war in neighboring Sierra Leone.

Taylor had been accused of using resources from these sectors for illicit trafficking of
guns with rebels in Sierra Leone.
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The UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), which has played a key role in restoring a
modicum of stability to the war-ravaged West African country, will consist of only three
infantry battalions after December this year, as troop numbers are reduced to 3250. With
current forces numbering around 10,500 - scheduled to be reduced to 5000 within the
coming six months - this phase of the so-called 'drawdown' of UNAMSIL will be the most
dramatic since the process began in September 2002, as exiting UN troops withdraw from
the diamond-rich east of the country and remaining troops focus their activities on the area
around the capital. -

Significance:-The capacity of the Royal Sierra Leonean Armed Forces (RSLAF) to maintain
security in the eastern region will be strongly tested in the coming months and concerns
about a security deficit have already prompted several reconfigurations of the UN's
drawdown strategy (see Sierra Leone: 25 July 2003: UN Adopts 'Modified' Sierra Leone
Withdrawal Plan and 1 April 2004: UN Security Council Extends Sierra Leonean
Peacekeeping Mission). Moreover, as the troop reduction proceeds, the UN will not be able to
be quite so flexible - the Bangladeshi, Nigerian and Ghanaian battalions left in the country
until June 2005 at the earliest will be restricted to their own fields of operation and may not
be able to respond to any immediate security requirement. Whilst there appears to be no
internal threat to national security, the ongoing peace process in Liberia and political
instability in neighbouring Guinea continue to pose peripheral threats to Sierra Leone's-
post-war-dispensation-and-to the stability of its border regions.
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Terms: un new withdrawal prpogramme for sierra leone (Edit Search)
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A WEAPON OF WAR: SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN SOUTH KIVU, DRC

Arche D'Alliance

For three and a half years, Arche d'Alliance, a human rights organisation, has been
involved in a project investigating, monitoring, reporting and offering legal and
socio-medical assistance to women victims of sexual violence in the territories of
Uvira and Fizi. The project has also been interested in cases of male victims of sexual
violence from 2003 to date.

In the large and populated Fizi Territory, situated in southern South Kivu province,
the two principal rival armed groups which have been fighting for five years - the
army of the RCD-Goma and Mayi-Mayi combatants (FAP) - have all committed grave
abuses and human rights violations against the civilian populations. Sexual violence,
particularly rape, indecent assault and forced pregnancy have been committed
against women and girls on a large scale in Fizi Territory.

However, a particular phenomenon relating to this sexual violence has also occurred
in Fizi against many men. Men have been subjected to sexual violence through
forced anal sex. In the majority of cases, combatants belonging to foreign armed
forces (Burundian and Rwandan) have committed these acts. Forces involved include
the Rwandan Interahamwe and elements of the Burundian Front for the Defence of
Democracy (Front pour la défense de la démocratie - FDD) who fought with the
Congolese Mayi-Mayi (FAP) combatants against the RCD-Goma rebellion, supported
by Rwanda and Burundi.

Thousands of male victims of sexual violence were identified especially in the large
Ngandja community. Numerous cases were also registered in the community of
Mutambala in Fizi Territory. In the majority of cases, investigators limited
themselves to identifying the victims, although Arche d'Alliance supported about ten
victims who agreed to appear publicly and receive assistance for their basic needs
and medical care.

The head of the liaison office in Bakara/Fizi, Ms Marie Mulasi, is responsible, in
particular, for assistance to male victims of sodomy or indecent assault. She directs
them to the Médecins Sans Frontieres hospital in Baraka for appropriate medical
treatment and temporary solutions to their social needs, with the support of office
materials from Arche d'Alliance based in Uvira.

Techniques used by perpetrators of sodomy



Perpetrators of sodomy in Fizi use violence and death threats against their victims
before imposing sexual acts. Often victims are stabbed and burned before or after
sexual aggression, particularly if they tried to resist. In addition, victims have
indicated that often they were abused in the presence of their wives and children. In
Fizi Territory, men were sometimes gathered in villages by Interahamwe and FDD
and subjected to sexual aggression under death threats.

The objective of sexual violence

Men are victims of sodomy in Fizi for various reasons. In the majority of cases,
perpetrators of sexual crimes take revenge against men suspected of conspiring with
the enemy forces of the RCD-Goma. In addition, the aggressors act to intimidate,
humiliate and discourage their victims from collaborating with the enemy.

Consequences

Male sodomy victims are traumatised. They are abandoned by their wives. Raped
women are also often renounced by their husbands. In addition, the investigation by
Arche d'Alliance reveals the transmission of venereal diseases and particularly
HIV/AIDS, as well as the death of several victims who did not receive medical
attention. The most common symptoms are anal and generalised pain.

In addition, male sodomy victims suffer social rejection and stigmatisation. The fact
that in several impoverished households it is the women who meet the needs of the
family by undertaking resourceful activities means that abandoned male sodomy
victims face serious socio-economic problems and may not be able to meet their
basic needs. In addition, they lose respect in their communities.

Conclusions

Sodomy and indecent assault, of which several men are victim in Fizi, constitutes an
attack on their dignity and their physical integrity. The consequences of these
inhuman, humiliating, degrading and cruel acts are tragic. They have a decisive
impact on the lives of victims, who today are unhappy, at risk of death and without
any family support.

The presence today of perpetrators in the communities constitutes a permanent
danger for the rest of the population in the area. At the end of March 2004, the
association Arche d'Alliance sent its members to several areas of the two
communities most affected by the phenomenon. Delegates of the association were
responsible for leading an awareness-raising campaign among other sodomy victims
in order that they may benefit from medical treatment as a priority.

Recommendations
a.) To the authorities

In addressing this report to the offices of the Ministries of National Defence, Interior,
Health and Human Rights, Arche d'Alliance recommends that the Congolese
government bring peace to Fizi Territory and the rest of the province so that
everyone benefits from security. To the political, administrative and military
authorities of Fizi, to whom the association has also sent copies of this report, the



association requests that they respond to the social and medical concerns of
hundreds of male victims of sodomy in Fizi.

b.) To partners

The association Arche d'Alliance solicits assistance in putting pressure on foreign
belligerents who are still present on Congolese territory and continue to occupy their
respective positions in Fizi. These groups must stop committing the sexual crime that
is sodomy. The association also asks partners to contribute to raising awareness
among local communities so that they respect human rights and, in particular, so
that the inhuman cases of sodomy are denounced and condemned. Finally, the
association requests social, humanitarian and medical assistance from its partners.

* Arche d'Alliance is a local human rights organisation operating in the DRC. This
article appeared recently on Kirimba (www.kirimba.org/), a web-site largely
dedicated to addressing events in Burundi. Kirimba is coordinated by a member of
the extended Africa team of UPEACE, Mr. Athanase Karayenga.

* Please send comments to editor@pambazuka.org
* For the French version of this report, please click on the link below

Further details: hitp://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=22523
Mail this to a friend
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ENDING IMPUNITY IN THE GREAT LAKES REGION

Yav Katshung Joseph

On 19th April 2004, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) announced receipt of the referral of the situation in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC). The referral, transmitted to the office of ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno
Ocampo in a letter signed by DRC President Joseph Kabila, requests that the
Prosecutor investigate allegations of crimes falling within ICC jurisdiction, (namely
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes,) if committed anywhere in the
territory of the DRC since the July 1, 2002 date of entry into force of the Rome
Statute of the ICC. But the ghost of impunity continues to haunt the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) despite the referral of the situation to the ICC.

By means of the letter, the DRC asked the Prosecutor to investigate in order to
determine if one or more persons should be charged with such crimes, and the
authorities committed to cooperate with the ICC. After receiving several
communications from individuals and non-governmental organisations, the
Prosecutor had announced in July 2003 that he would closely follow the situation in
the DRC, indicating that this would be a priority for his Office.

Since then, the Office has continued its work in analyzing the situation in the DRC,
especially in Ituri. Following various procedures and in accordance with the Rome
Statute, the Prosecutor will now proceed to determine whether there is a reasonable
basis to initiate an investigation in respect of the situation referred. The Office of the
Prosecutor will therefore assure itself of the basis for an investigation under the
Statute and examine the modalities for such an investigation, in order to reach an
informed decision.

The Congolese Dilemma

Since 1998, the DRC has experienced horrific armed conflict in which impunity for
war crimes and crimes against humanity has been, and continues to be, the norm.
Attacks against the civilian population, killings, and use of sexual violence continue
to be committed in the East. These crimes will not stop as long as those who commit
them are not held responsible for their acts. Accountability for those responsible for
serious crimes is essential if the DRC and the region are to make a transition to a
durable peace. Therefore, we salute the initiative of the DRC to refer its situation to
the ICC in order to put an end to impunity.

But although the ICC may be an answer to crimes committed in the DRC, what will
happen to crimes committed from 1998 to July 2002, a period that is beyond the
scope of the ICC? While the DRC's ratification of the Rome Statute allows the ICC to
try crimes committed after July 1, 2002, there is no mechanism to thoroughly
investigate and prosecute the gravest crimes committed during the five-year war and
put an end to impunity.

The national justice system is unable, due to its current state of disarray, even with
massive help, to address past crimes perpetrated in the DRC since 1998. The ICC is
also not competent because of lack of jurisdiction to deal with these crimes. Thus the



necessity of possible justice mechanisms to investigate and prosecute crimes against
humanity and war crimes committed prior to the entry into force of the ICC Statute.

Furthermore, the current transitional period in the DRC is particularly marked by the
creation of several institutions “purported” to support “"democracy”, among which is
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). This TRC would consider political,
economic, and social crimes committed from 1960 until 2003 in order “to establish
truth and help bring individuals and communities to reconciliation.”

But one question remains: Is the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) in the DRC meant to end impunity or to cover up gross violations
of human rights committed in the DRC? The response seems to be known in
advance, since one individual suspected of involvement in human rights abuses was
appointed to the executive committee of this TRC.

The ghost of impunity continues to haunt the DRC and the important thing now is to
look at the challenges in addressing impunity for the horrific crimes that have been
committed in the DRC since 1998. If not, the impunity for these atrocities will sends
the message that such crimes may be tolerated in the future.

Therefore, the question arises as to how possible it is to establish an International
Criminal Tribunal beyond the borders of the DRC, to include the Great Lakes Region
for crimes committed in the DRC since 19987

* Yav Katshung Joseph is executive director of the CERDH (www.cerdh.tk)
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The United Nations could improve the performance of its
peacekeeping operations by taking a more regional approach to
efforts to end conflicts, Refugees International concludes in a new
report. http://www.refugeesinternational.org/cgi-bin/ri/other?
occ=00875

Regional cooperation is particularly important in the design and
execution of programs to disarm, demobilize and retrain soldiers,
interdict weapons shipments and even halt the cross-border
movement of combatants.

The RI study, “Peacekeeping in West Africa: A Regional Report”,
focuses on the need to coordinate separate UN operations in Sierra
Leone, Liberia and the Ivory Coast. However, the report notes that a
regional peacekeeping approach also should apply to East Africa,
where the UN is conducting several peacekeeping operations to halt
conflicts that have spread from one country to another.

Over the last decade, a civil war in Liberia spilled into Sierra Leone,
generating refugee flows and arms trade throughout the region. The
fighting also contributed to instability in the Ivory Coast. Yet “no one
at the UN Security Council or the Department of Peacekeeping
Operations has been assigned or has assumed a leadership role in
developing, sponsoring and imposing regional initiations in West
Africa,” Rl says.

Cross-border peacekeeping operations would make it easier to deal
with other problems, such as refugee flows, smuggling and human
rights abuses--that can afflict an entire region.

The report, the fifth in a series of Rl studies on UN peacekeeping
operations in Africa, recommends that the UN Secretary General
establish a high-level commission to study regional peacekeeping
opportunities and instruct the UN Department of Peacekeeping
operations to pursue regionalization initiatives.

in addition, the report recommends a number of other actions,
including greater attention to gender issues, to improve the training

and performance of UN peacekeepers.

For further information, please contact Ken Bacon at 202 828 0110.

[ Any views expressed in this article are those of the writer and not of

hitp://www.alertnet.org/printable.htm?URL=/thenews/fromthefield/1 08723659830.htm 15/06/2004



BBC NEWS | Africa | Al-Qaeda linked to African diamonds Page 1 of 1

BIEAME NEWS

Al-Qaeda linked to African diamonds

By Mark Doyle

BBC World Affairs Correspondent

A small handful of diamonds is worth a suitcase full of cash, is easier to smuggle, and cannot be
traced in the same way as traditional money.

For these reasons, according to a new book by American author Doug Farah, senior named al-Qaeda
operatives bought millions of dollars worth of Sierra Leonean diamonds after they had been smuggled into
neighbouring Liberia.

Mr Farah, a reporter for the Washington Post, first came across the story when a source in Liberia saw that
the journalist was carrying a dossier of FBI "wanted" pictures alleged to show senior al-Qaeda officials.

The Liberian told Mr Farah: "I know those men".
The source was cross-checked.

The detailed revelations concern the period just before the attacks on the World Trade Centre in 2001, but
much of the diamond trade is unregulated - meaning it could still be taking place.

Still trading?

The former United States Ambassador to Sierra Leone, Joe Melrose, told the BBC he found the new book
credible.

He claimed that al-Qaeda had hidden suspect cash by buying gemstones, and could still be doing so now.

"Certainly they were laundering some. I've never had a great deal of doubt about that and I've spoken to
people in the Sierra Leone government who say they've never had that doubt as well," Mr Melrose said.

"My concern is that it happened and it could happen again."
Since 2001 a new procedure for regulating diamond exports is supposed to have come into force.

Known as the "Kimberley process" after the diamond mining town in South Africa, it aims to stop diamonds
being used to fund wars.

But the regulations are still voluntary and there are numerous loopholes that can be exploited.

Story from BBC NEWS:
Bitp://news.abo.couk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hifafrica/3805921.stm

Published: 2004/06/14 14:59:02 GMT

o BBC MMIV

http://newsvote.bbe.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/3805921.stm 15/06/2004
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African nations may have been disappointed at the response to the debt relief agenda at this year's G8
summit, but there is some consolation in a different area, as the rich nations commit to supporting the
training of 75,000 African peacekeepers by 2010.

WMRC Perspective
Significance

The new plan will see a larger and more flexible continental force
developed to handle Africa's security challenges.

Implications

The G8 decision is the natural culmination of moves made at

previous summits, and is the product of a global milieu in which
rich nations would rather support regional solutions than embroil
themselves in enforcing solutions in strategically marginal areas.

Outlook
The paper commitment, with its clear targets, is very much to be
welcomed, but the task is now to maintain momentum under the
initiative to ensure that the appropriate resources are dedicated
to the project.

The Story so Far

The new G8 commitment was the finalisation of moves made at previous summits at Kananaskis,
Canada, and Evian, France. But it is also the product of a shift in peacekeeping doctrine over the fifteen
years since the end of the cold war. Although African nations were already assuming responsibility for
their own regional security perimeters, the power vacuum and superpower disinterest after the Cold war
made it ever-more necessary that they did so. The first major deployment of that type was the Nigerian-
led force assembled by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) which intervened in
Liberia in 1991. But after the US embarrassment in Somalia in 1994, the wider international community
began to look to such initiatives as a way of devolving responsibility - and more importantly, risk - to
regional partners. The first formal manifestations of this doctrine were the French Reinforcement of
African Peace-keeping Capacities (RECAMP), concentrated in West Africa, and the US's Africa Crisis

https://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=83231 35f69911cf3fd3ae22bfaed1e0&docnum=1& fm... 14/06/2004
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Response Initiative, which was developed under the Clinton administration. But although both of these
projects have contributed to the peacekeeping capacity of participating nations, the numbers involved
have not been huge and responses to regional emergencies remain ad-hoc, sometimes even verging on
being less than helpful - witness the Zimbabwe-led South African Development Community (SADC)'s
'peacekeeping’ intervention in the DRCongo. The delays in deploying the latest Nigerian-ied west
African force to Liberia in 2003 point to the critical need for permanent structures, sustained co-
operation and logistical support to enable peacekeepers to remain at a state of readiness and to deploy
without delay. Within Africa, the structural problem has been addressed by the recent establishment of
the widely welcomed Peace and Security Council of the AU (see Africa Regional: 26 May 2004: African
Union Inaugurates Peace and Security Council). The AU, with its active participation in Burundi, has
already shown its readiness to intervene in conflict situations, but it is hamstrung by the perpetual lack
of funds and capacity.

Global Synergies and New Directions

The G8's plan, which was announced yesterday at the Sea Island summit in Georgia, USA, has a number
of provisions, of which the most important are:

To train and equip 75,000 African peacekeepers by 2010;

To do this in a way that incorporates the EU, UN and African partners such as the AU;

To develop a transportation and logistics support arrangement;

To train new units of gendarme-style paramilitaries, who can take the burden of armed policing work off
other units;

To develop a common doctrine and operational standards, and to link the African initiative with
peacekeeping forces in other regions, to enable their eventual use outside of the region in which they
were developed.

In fact the realities on the ground have already begun to move in this direction. Yesterday a joint force
of 900 French and African troops parachuted into Nacala, Mozambique, in an exercise to simulate the
seizure and securing of the port city and its connections to the hinterland. The manoeuvres are not only
a prime example of the kind of co-operation and support the G8 is rubber-stamping, but aiso represent a
significant shift in France's traditionally tentative security presence in Africa. Whereas previous joint
exercises were held with the forces of former colonies, the latest projects (Mozambique is the third,
according to Reuters, after recent simulations in South Africa and Tanzania) take place in locations
outside that post-colonial purview and with the participation of forces from Lusophone Mozambique and
English-speaking Zambia and Botswana, as well as Madagascar. So it is worth noting that the French
participation, as well as bringing valuable experience in real-location simulations, is also a manifestation
of a new will to multilateralism in Africa.

That principle is also enshrined in the European Union's 250m euro (US$302m) Africa Peace Facility,
which was set up in April this year to back up regional peacekeeping deployments. It was also
announced today that the first major pay-out by that fund would be to support the 12-month
deployment of 120 African Union military observers and 270 armed soldiers to the Darfur region of
Sudan, where attacks by government-backed militias have created a humanitarian crisis that threatens

to destabilise neighbouring Chad.

Outlook and Implications

The G8 plan, taken together with the already-tabled and already-active projects, is a bold and helpful
step. The initiative to plug the logistics gap, which has caused fatal delays in so many deployments, is
especially useful. The paper commitment, with its clear targets, is very much to be welcomed, but the
task is now to maintain momentum under the initiative to ensure that appropriate resources are
dedicated to the project, and that the variety of agencies and governments involved does not create
disunity and waste. A quick glance at current news from DRCongo and Darfur shows that the plans

should be put into action without delay.

WMRC Contact Olly Owen (olly.owen@wmrc.com).
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