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Local Press 
 
New President For the Special Court for Sierra Leone / SCSL Press Release  
 
Alleged Court Spy Discharged / Awoko 
 
Suspected Special Court Spy, 3 Others Discharged / Concord Times 
 
1 American, 3 Sa. Leoneans Released / Exclusive  
 
Hinga Norman is Dying Slowly / The Pool 
 
Norman’s Health Getting Worse! / For di People  
 
Varsity Calls for Taylor’s Trial in Sierra Leone / For di People  
 
Magistrate Frees Ex-American Soldier, 3 Others / The News 
 
International Press 
 
Norma To Be Freed, Jailed? / The Critic Magazine 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL  
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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Press and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 15 May 2006 
 
New President for the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
 
Justice George Gelaga King of Sierra Leone has been 
elected Presiding Judge of the Appeals Chamber, a post 
which makes him President of the Special Court for a 
period of one year. 
 
Justice King will succeed as President Justice Raja 
Fernando of Sri Lanka, whose term ends on 26 May. 
 
Justice George Gelaga King has been President of the 
Sierra Leone Court of Appeal and of Court of Appeal of 
the Gambia. He served as Sierra Leone’s Ambassador to 
France, Spain, Portugal and Switzerland from 1974 to 
1978, and was at the same time Sierra Leone’s Permanent 
Representative to UNESCO. Between 1978 and 1980 he 
served as Sierra Leone’s Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations.  
 
Justice King taught law at the Sierra Leone Law School f
both the Sierra Leone Law Journal and the Gambian National Council for Law Reporting, an
was a member of the Sierra Leone Council of Legal Education. He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts.  

rom 1990 to 2005. He is Chairman of 
d 

 
He has been a Judge of the Special Court for Sierra Leone since December 2002. 
 
The Appeals Court Judges also selected Justice Emmanuel Ayoola of Nigeria as Vice-President. 
He will succeed Justice Renate Winter of Austria. 
 
#END 
 
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is 
mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November 
1996. To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other 
serious violations of international humanitarian law. Nine indictees are currently in the custody of the Court. 
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Awoko  
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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Concord Times 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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Exclusive 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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The Pool 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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For di People 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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For di People 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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The News 
Tuesday, 16 May 2006 
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The Critic Magazine 
May-July Edition 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 15 May 2006  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
 

International Clips on Liberia 

 
The Boston Globe 15 May 2006 
PRESSURE BUILDS ON LIBERIA'S PIONEER; 'IRON LADY' TRIES TO 
RESTORE NATION  
John Donnelly, Globe Staff  

HARBEL, Liberia - The country's celebrated new president, Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf, faced a crowd of rubber tree tappers, who at first cheered heartily. 
Under a broiling sun, the first democratically elected female president in 
Africa told the several thousand workers at a Firestone Plantation site earlier 
this month that she would deliver better education for their children and 
improve living conditions for their families. But she also said that after 
negotiating with US-based Firestone, she could not force the company to pay 
millions of dollars in a pay dispute dating to 1994.  

Just four months into her six-year term, Johnson Sirleaf, a 66- year-old 
Harvard-educated economist, is winning acclaim abroad: She's been to see 
President Bush at the White House and last week traveled to Chicago to 
appear on "The Oprah Winfrey Show." But in her West African homeland, she 
is learning that turning around one of the most devastated countries in the 
world will be much tougher, and make her more unpopular, than she 
imagined. "It's easy when you are outside looking in than when you get in 
and face the reality," she said in an interview in her sparsely decorated 
executive office a day before the Firestone appearance.  Emblematic of the 
challenges facing Johnson Sirleaf is her pledge to restore electricity to 
Monrovia within six months of taking office. But she acknowledged in the 
interview that just two areas in the capital, covering less than 15 percent of 
the population, will have power by the end of June.  

Chicago Tribune 15 May 2006 
Window of opportunity is narrow for Sirleaf  

A reporter asked Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf why she had come 
to America. She responded with five words that open doors, launch jetliners 
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and move motorcades almost everywhere on the planet: "I was invited by 
Oprah."  

International Clips on West Africa 

Voter registration to begin in Ivory Coast, warring sides divided  

Source: Dpa English Date: May 15, 2006  

Abidjan_(dpa) _ Ivory Coast Prime Minister Konan Banny announced a voter 
registration drive and disarmament process will start May 18 that many hope 
will pave the way for planned October elections expected to end a three-year 
civil war. In a speech broadcast on state-run television Sunday night, Banny 
said the pilot programme will last one week, and will be carried out in seven 
locations throughout the west African country split into a rebel-held north 
and government-controlled south.  

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
President Signs Book of Condolence for Fallen Lawmaker 

• An Executive Mansion press statement said that President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf will join members of the Legislature and the diplomatic 
corps to sign the book of condolence for the late Margibi County 
Representative Ansu Lackey at the Capitol Building Tuesday. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
ECOWAS Foreign Ministers Hold Summit in Monrovia Today 

• Speaking to journalists in Monrovia yesterday, Gambian Foreign 
Minister Lamin Kabba Bajo said that West African foreign ministers 
were in Liberia for a summit on issues of security, politics and free 
movement of goods and services in the sub-region. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Unity Party Candidate Leads in Rivercess County By-Election 

• Provisional results from the Rivercess County by-election put ruling 
Unity Party candidate Elizabeth Williams in the lead. A National 
Elections Commission press release said that Ms. Williams accumulated 
736 votes amounting to 38 percent of the total followed by New Deal 
Movement candidate Charles Bartee who won 23.5 percent of the vote 
and National Patriotic Party candidate William Knowlden (22.7 percent). 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Government to Renovate Teachers Training Institutes in Rural Liberia 

• In an interview, Deputy Education Minister for Planning Emmanuel 
Roberts said that plans were underway to begin the renovation of the 
Kakata, Webbo and Zorzor Teachers Training Institutes with funding 
from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
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Transport Ministry Says Twenty International Airlines Apply for 
Liberia Routes  

• Briefing journalists over the weekend, Assistant Transport Minister for 
Administration Mariam Forsom said that the Ministry has received 20 
applications from international airlines wanting to fly Liberia routes. 
She added that major renovation work has commenced on the Roberts 
International Airport and James Spriggs Payne Airport to upgrade them 
for the increase in flights. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
 
Telecommunications Regulators Draft Requirements for Cell Phone 
License  

• Liberia Telecommunications Authority (LTA) board member Professor 
Lamini Waritay said that the group has drafted requirements which 
potential cell phone operators and other service providers should meet 
to be granted license to operate in the country. 

• Professor Waritay told a news conference over the weekend that the 
board will confer with mobile phone operators in June to negotiate the 
requirements. The LTA was established in 2005 to regulate the 
activities of the telecommunications industry. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
ELBS RADIO (News monitored yesterday at 19:00 pm) 
 
Clergyman Calls for Reconciliation in Liberia’s Recovery 

• Liberia Council of Churches President United Methodist Bishop 
Sumowood Harris told ELBS Radio that reconciliation was critical to the 
recovery process and urged the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and the Religious Community to work together to achieve reconciliation 
among the people. The clergyman also called for more training 
programs for ex-combatants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL 
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the 
UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi 
Armah at armahj@un.org. 
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