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Local News 
 
ICRC To Organize Court Competition / The Spectator 
 
Who Will Emerge Victorious In The 3rd Moot Court Competition? / The Spectator 
 
Judges in the Legal System / Standard Times 
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International News 
 
$78,000. A year to keep a 'Convicted Taylor' in Jail: Can Great Britain Pick up…? / AFP 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
Ivory Coast to Scrap Buffer Zone / BBC Online 
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The Spectator 
Tuesday, 17 April 2007 
 

 
 



 4

The Spectator 
Tuesday, 17 April 2007 
 
Who Will Emerge Victorious In The 3rd Moot Court Competition? 
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Standard Times 
Tuesday, 17 April 2007 
 
Judges in the Legal System 
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Agence France-Presse 
Tuesday, 17 April 2007 
http://runningafrica.com/news-04162007Keeping-Taylor.html 

$78,000. A year to keep a 'convicted Taylor' in jail: Can Great Britain pick up the tap? 

LONDON: The government’s offer to jail former 
Liberian president Charles Taylor if he is convicted of 
war crimes is in doubt because of the potential costs of 
his detention, the Sunday Telegraph newspaper said. 
 
The weekly published details of a leaked government 
memo that highlighted the cost of keeping such a high-
profile inmate in jail as “in the region of £44,000” a year.
The House of Commons is to debate whether to pass 
emergency legislation allowing his detention here when it 
returns from its Easter break this week. 
 
According to the newspaper, the memo states: “A 
possible objection to the Bill relates to the potential cost 
of imprisoning Taylor in the UK. 
 
“Some may argue that, with the UK prison system heavily 
loaded and given the other demands on the UK taxpayer, 
it is not appropriate to commit government funds to 
imprison foreign nationals.” 
 
The memo also reportedly highlights the fact that Taylor 
may choose to stay in Britain after his release or claim 
asylum and that this “might represent a danger to the 
public or a drain on public resources”. It advises the 
government to argue that such commitments are not 
entered into lightly but by its action “the UK will be 
making a major contribution to the cause of international 
justice”. 
 

 Former President Charles Taylor 

Taylor is considered to be the single most powerful figure behind a series of civil wars in Liberia 
and neighbouring Sierra Leone between 1989 and 2003, which between them left about 400,000 
people dead.  
He has been indicted by the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone on charges of crimes 
against humanity, war crimes and violations of international human rights. 
 
He is accused of sponsoring and aiding rebel groups who perpetrated murder, sexual slavery, 
mutilation and conscription of child soldiers in Sierra Leone’s civil war in exchange for a share in 
the lucrative diamond trade. 
Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett said last June that London had agreed to a request by the 
former UN secretary general Kofi Annan that if Taylor were convicted, he would serve his 
sentence in Britain.  
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                                United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 16 April 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH (UNITED KINGDOM) 04/15/2007 21:49:38  
Britain will pay high price for jailing dictator, ministers 
warned  
MELISSA KITE  

A PLEDGE BY Britain to imprison the former African dictator Charles Taylor, on trial for war 
crimes, was thrown into doubt last night as a leaked memo highlighted the potential costs. 
The notorious former president of Liberia faces a lifetime in jail if he is found guilty at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague. The sentence will be served in Britain if 
emergency legislation is passed by Parliament this week. But in a leaked government 
briefing document prepared for ministers, concern centres on cost and safety issues.  

International Clips on West Africa 
BBC Last Updated: Monday, 16 April 2007, 09:58 GMT 10:58 UK  

Ivory Coast to drop buffer zone  
 

A demilitarized zone dividing Ivory Coast in two is due to start being dismantled shortly. The 
600km-long zone between the loyalist army and northern rebels has been patrolled by 
11,000 French and UN peacekeepers to keep the rivals apart. A BBC correspondent says this 
is seen as a major step towards reunifying the country and holding elections. He says there 
has been an extraordinary thaw between President Laurent Gbagbo and rebel leader 
Guillaume Soro. Mr Soro was last month named as prime minister, following a peace deal 
between the two men.  
 

Ivory Coast leaders push for reconciliation as peace deal 
moves ahead  

ABIDJAN, April 14, 2007 (AFP) - Ivory Coast's new prime minister and ex-rebel leader 
Guillaume Soro appealed on Friday for reconciliation in the war-divided country as a new 
amnesty law came into effect. "We must now learn how to forgive. It is the price we have to 
pay for reconciliation to be possible," Soro said in his first address to the nation since taking 
up office two weeks ago.  
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Local Media – Newspaper 

UNMIL Boss Ties Economic Recovery to Rule of Law  
(The Analyst, Heritage, The Informer and  New Democrat) 

• The Special Representative of the Secretary-General Mr. Alan Doss said that without 
the rule of law and the presence of the Police, it would be difficult to stimulate 
economic recovery.  

• Mr. Doss spoke last Thursday when he dedicated a newly rehabilitated Police Station in 
Owensgrove, Grand Bassa County.  

• The rehabilitation of the Police Station, according to the papers, brings to 25, the 
number of stations constructed and rehabilitated under the UNMIL Quick Impact 
Projects in 11 counties.   

• According to The Informer newspaper, the move is considered as another step 
towards the consolidation of security and rule of law across Liberia.  

 
Government to Train New Security Unit  
(The Analyst) 

• The Liberian Government has announced plans to train a new security force, to be 
called “Quick Reaction Unit”, to respond to public riots in the country.  Information 
Minister Laurence Bropleh said that the new force will include officers from the Liberia 
National Police which would quail demonstrations and patrol the city if UNMIL leaves.   

 
“Police Flex Muscles on Taxi Driver” 
(The Analyst) 

• [sic:] After months of training under the supervision of the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL) International Civilian Police (CIVPOL), many Liberians thought that 
officers of the Liberia National Police (LNP) would have become moderate in dealing 
with the public, but that seems not to be the case. According to observers, various 
happenings point to the fact that the police are yet to put away negative behaviors 
that kept the public in fear during the regime of former President Charles Taylor. The 
latest incident of police brutality occurred over the weekend when several residents 
and by-passers gathered at the intersection of Carey and Johnson Streets to witness 
the police demonstrating their usual dreadful act against the driver of Taxi-0274, 
Ousman Quatteh. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 

President Orders an End to Trial by Ordeal in River Gee County 
• During her tour of Southeastern Liberia, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf ordered an 

end to trial by ordeal in River Gee County, warning that anyone caught engaging in 
the practice locally known as ‘sassy wood’ would be arrested and prosecuted in 
accordance with law. The Ministry of Justice had banned the practice of ‘sassy wood’ 
throughout Liberia and threatened punitive measures for violators.   

• Meanwhile, Information Minister Dr. Lawrence Bropleh told reporters that the Harper-
meeting of the Cabinet was also used to discuss the fiscal budget of US$150 million 
for 2007/2008, considering development initiatives in the 15 counties, each of which 
would get US$300,000 to under take their own development projects.  

• Minister Bropleh assured the public that Ministries and Agencies of government were 
working hard to ensure that the new budget meets the development goal of the 
Government.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 

Advocates Say April Rice-Riot Helped Suppress Fear 
• According to correspondents, one of the ringleaders of the famous rice-riot of 14 April 

1979, Mr. Gabriel Baccus Matthews stated that the agitation helped Liberians 
overcome the fear of government which propelled the suppression of free speech for 
many years in Liberia.  
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• Mr. Matthews called on the current Government to adopt clearly defined social 
responsibilities for the welfare of its citizens simply because national resources ought 
to serve the national interest.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Government to Send Prisoners to Renovated Correctional Facility  

• Speaking last week when she received items for use by inmates of various prisons in 
the Country from the Prison Assistance Fellowship, Siena Johnson, Assistant Justice 
Minister for Public Safety, said that the Government of Liberia would soon open the 
newly renovated correctional facility in Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County and 
subsequently transfer prisoners there with the passage of the supplementary budget. 
The facility was constructed in the 1970s to rehabilitate prisoners by giving them 
useful skills while in confinement. 

• The Fellowship’s Director Rev. Francis Kollie said that the gifts were intended to 
complement Government’s effort to attend to the needs of inmates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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BBC 
Monday, 16 April 2007 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6559241.stm 
 
Ivory Coast to scrap buffer zone  
 
Ceremonies have begun to mark the removal of a buffer 
zone that has divided Ivory Coast for five years.  

A bulldozer knocked down a UN military check-point, 
leading to cheers as vehicles moved freely into the zone.  

President Laurent Gbagbo and former rebel leader, Prime 
Minister Guillaume Soro, jointly inspected government 
troops and former rebel soldiers.  

They will form a joint force to patrol the zone separating the rebel-run north from the 
loyalist-controlled south.  

The 600km-long zone has been patrolled by 11,000 French and UN peacekeepers to keep 
the rivals apart.  

A BBC correspondent says this is portrayed as a major step towards reunifying the country
and holding elections.  

He says there has been an extraordinary thaw between President Gbagbo and Mr Soro - 
who was last month named as prime minister, following a peace deal between the two 
men.  

The BBC's James Copnall in Abidjan says the buffer zone 
had effectively split Ivory Coast into two countries.  

Travelling between the government-controlled south and 
the rebel-held north has been possible, but it has never 
been easy thanks to road blocks and mutual suspicion, he 
says.  

Now the confidence zone is to be dismantled, though the 
process will take several weeks.  

The UN and French will withdraw to 17 observation posts and the loyalist and rebel armies 
will mount joint patrols.  

But the man Mr Soro replaced, Charles Konan Banny, has his doubts about the peace 
process.  

He spoke for many Ivorians when he told the BBC he feared both President Gbagbo and 
Mr Soro had hidden agendas which would compromise the chances of free and fair polls.  

Peacekeepers have stopped the rival 
armies clashing 

 

 


