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Despite the fact that the smooth
running of the trial process at the
Special Court for Sierra Leone
continueto face unending challenges,
mon and more factsbordering on al-
legedacts of hurnan righs abuses per-
Deruated durmg the war, keep emerg-
mg.

Led in evidence by Swedish born,
Anthony Robert Braun, the 19th Prog-
ecution Wimess in the RUF tial. TF2-
304, recalled how he and 2 number of
other inhabitants of the Tormbod: were
made the victims of fforeed labour by
Junta force :

According 1o the 55 vear oid wit-
ness, one officer Med, who ciaimed
i have been semr by the then RUF
Commander Ger eral Issa Sesay,
went 10 Benduru, & v iilage not far
Trom Tombouh and sunrnoned all
1C a general m meeting, where he in-
iormed them thar diamond mining
was 10 commence and that the gath-
erng was 1 identify the diamond
spots. The gathenng, the witness went
on, could howevernot identifv the said
Spotas they were just emerging from
their respective places of hiding.
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requzred mate mals amcmg it ther

and led them- mto Wha hescoudd
onlv describe as’ forc ed labour:
However as the going got tough,
the wimess stated, a number of the
strong and capable workers, oth-
erwise known as "manpower," fled
the mines, unable 1o ‘put up with
the pressure and threats of death.
According 10 the witness, who
sald he was a victim himself the
rebeis wasted no time in replac-
mg the iost manpower Dy going
nte the nearby villages. angd forc-
Ing more workers Into the mines,
Inmost cases, the witess noted. the
capured young ren wére staped stark
naked, with ropes tied 1o their WaISTS
and put under gunpoint before taken
1o the mines.
At the ines, the worhe rs, he
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The diamonds found wpre svaled i
& white sheet and handed over to Issa
Sesay.

In cases were diamonds were not
found, the witess said the rebels will
abuse anc maloeat civ iians under
therr conmol, accusing them of witch-
v‘G.... B
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ncluding the eiderly. were made io
lsse Sesev mun never 1ok an acuorn.

The wimess who Is sxpecied o be

Cross examuned by defence law VELS,
also restified how the rebeis geswoved
an Emporan: bridge with the use of g

catzrpilier. for the purpose of mIeng,



I
|
|

These death seniences
come only weeks after
Sierra Leone's Truih and
Reconciliation Commus-
sion cecommendec the
complete abolinorn of tne
Jdeath ,e'lai’v
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aboiishing the de
aity.

“The TRC's report ex-
plicitly calls for the im-
mediate repeal of law
authorizing the death
penah‘y for a moratorium

5 all executions pending
deatn sentences.” said
Tessa Kordeczka, Am-
nesty inlernationa
searcher on Sierra Leone.

"President  Kabben
should respond immedi-
ateiv 16 the spirit and let-
er of the TRC's report
ana commute all deatp
sentences.”

in addition 10 defying
e public mood capurec
oy the- TRC, these deatn
SENTences go against a

wing mome
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Amnesty International
expresses dismay at
death sentences

1r

"Sentencing these 1{
people 10 death is an ex-
rremedy retrogressive
step which runs counter
¢ one recent positive
deveiopmenss n West A
nice." Tesse Kordeczia said.

The government
must follow the
practice of the -
Special Court for
Sierra Leone
which reflects the
international
trend towards
abolition of the
death penalty

ir  addition, there
spouic be an end 10 the
discrepancy bemw
ourts and the Spe-
cial Court for Sierra
Leone, which is trying
those accused of crimes
inst humanity, war
crimes z2nc other serious
violauons of interna-
uonal iaw during Sierra

S0 Na-

Leone's conflict,
The meximum sen-
ence. which can be im-

posed by the SpecAa.
ri s life imprison-
ment. wheresas he PES

tonal courts may
he deatn.

"In practicz, this means
tnat & DEersui: ConviCcied of

€ IMOST Serious crimes
would face a prison sen-
ence, whereas thosecon-
victed before national
courts of offences which
may de iess  Tious could

mpose

face wme ..o penalty.”
Tesse Kordeczike said
Ivians.

ncluding Sierrs
vil society
groups an.. .ne UN High
Commussioner for Hu-
mar K1 g is. have ex-
pressed deep disquiet
abourt is discrepancy.”
"The government musi
foliow the practice of the
Special Court for Sierra
Leone which reflects the
international trend to-
wards abolition of the
death penalty,” Tessa
Kordeczka concluded.
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January 14, 2005 Friday
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 12
LENGTH: 131 words
HEADLINE: Ruling delayed
BYLINE: Keith Moor
BODY:
A DECISION on whether to throw out sex charges against Victoria Police Supt Peter Halloran has
been put off.

Sierra Leone High Court Judge Samuel Ademusu had been due to make his ruling yesterday.

But he adjourned Supt Halloran's four-month trial to Monday without giving a reason for the
delay.

Supt Halloran has been accused of sexually assaulting teenage girl Kadia Kabia in June.

His legal team has asked Judge Ademusu to dismiss the three charges on the grounds there is
no case to answer.

If the judge rejects the application, Supt Halloran's legal team will begin its defence. Supt
Halloran, who took 12 months leave from Victoria Police to work as commander of war crimes
investigations with the UN-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone, denies the allegations.
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