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Lawyer Jabbie

takes 7 points
of fraud to court

BY MOHAMED [SSA support of his request on
The case against the ruli.:g
Sierra Leone Peoples’ pa. iy
(SLPP) and Special Court
imdictee, Chief Sam Hinga
N_’tﬁ:‘nm. opened yesterd..y
!&f Supreme Court .o

Freetown amidst great ex-
pectations from the public,
who have been following
the party's fortunes in the
past couple of months.

In his presentation to the
panel of judges who are cur-

rently sitting on the matter,
Dr. Bubukai Jabibe, lawyer
for Chief Sam Hinga
Norman made a seven-point
declaration to the court, pre-
sided over by Chief Justice
Ade Renner Thomas, in

tien 1f at all it was meant to
be democratic, quoting rel-
ev.nt potions of the national
csastitution, the SLPP con-
stitation and the Electoral
Commission's Political Par-
tivc Act, adding that it will

be incongruous and a con-
travention of democratic
principles if the convention
were to be held under those
conditions,

One major section of the
national constitution that
lawyer Jabbie emphasized was
Section 35 Sub-Section 4 of the
national constitution, which
stipulates that no political party
should elect aleader who is not
qualified to become a member
of parliament,

, INUED 11

behalf of his client, for an
injunction restraining the
party from clecting a party
leader at the scheduled con-
vention.

In his submissions, lawyer
Jabbie disclosed that the
SLPP constitution has so
many flaws that need to be
addressed before conven-

Lawyer Jabbie takes 7

points of fra

tion of both the party con-

The leu..od lawyer also
quoted a ..tion 1n the party
constitutica which ryled
against the . dea of any per-
son holdi.; an executive
post in the SLPP and at the
same time ..cting or holding
8 minister;::| presidential,
Y.P. or any .xecutive posi-
tion in the 1:.tional govern-
ment, and refarred to the sta-
Wis quo as : blatant viola-

stitution and the nationaj
constitution,

He concluded his presen-
tation by emphasizing that
a vacancy should exist for
three or four months before
any party election, and im-
plored the judges to grve the
people the opportunity to
choose their leaders without
recourse to the old tricks of
political machinations.

ud to court

Present in court on behalf
of the party were Sama
Banya, national chairman,
and Prince Harding, na-
tional secretary general and
minister of transport and
communications, both of
whom are respectively the
first and second accused in
the case.

The case is adjourned to
today.
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sLPP test case

v

By John Momoh
The arguments being advanced in the
constitytional test case now at the Supreme
Court Mvolving the plaintiff, Sam Hinga
Norman and three defendants including the
party, the National Chairman Dr. Sama Banya
and the secretary Ceneral of the party Dr.
Pri.ce Harding entered its second day

yesterday.

The plaintiff’s lawyer
Dr. Bu-Buakei Jabbie
taking the stand.

The question from the
tearned ChiefJ ustice
Thomas Ade-Renner
that brought standstifl
the courtis: “Did you
bringthe anomalies in
the leadership of the
party befor€ the
National Electoral
Commission hetore
going 1o court?

After a minute’s pausc.
Dr. Bu-buakei Jubbi¢

e

toda

Norman - testing the
waters
responded thathe would
have to consult with his
client, Sam Hinga
Norman. before
answeringthe question.
He added that the issue
i not complaining the
SLPP. but certain
conducts emanating
within t&\q party
contravention of the
provisions of the party s

- constitution and thu

National Conferense
Cont. page 2



SLPP test cuase
resumes today

From frontpage
Dr. Jabbie pointéd to the
fact that for a long time
and under similar
circumstances, President
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
has been serving as both
President of the Republic
while Vice President
Sotomon Berewa
continue to serve in the
dual capacity of vice
president and Deputy
leader of the party.
He stressed moreover,
thatunder section 124(1)
and section 127, sub (1)
the plaintiff was obligedto
bring the action to the
Supreme Court.
Dr. Jabbie emphasized
that the holding of two
positions — that of the
Minister of Transport and
Communications as well
as National Secretary
General of the SLPP at
the same time for that
length of time, w ¢ cannot
go to High Court due to
section 124 and 127, but
to the Supreme Court.
Asked about the
plaintiff’s statement of
case, Dr. Bu-buakei
Jabbie noted that the
objective of the plaintiff’s
case is clearly spelt out in
Section 27 and 29 of the
constitution which spells
out drastic consequences
that follow violations and
misconduct by a political
paty.

He outlined that these

" sections are meant to

ensure compliance with
democraticprinciples in
the case of things going
offhand as my client has
been a faithful member
ofthe SLPP for the past
thirty years, adding that
itis a legitimate action.
Dr. Jabbie cited that
sub-section 6(2D) of
the political parties Act,
does not obligate
aggrieved parties to go
to the electoral
Commission before
going to court.
He said the political
parties Act came into
effect eleven years after
the promulgation of the
National Constitution,
adding that section
14(sect 1) numbers 3,
of the political parties
Act of 2002 reads that
apolitical party shall not
have its founding
member or a pcrson
who is not qualiticd tbe
a parliamentarian to
serve as party feader.
The plaintiff’s lawyer
noted that the reason
for the 1991 enactment
was to ensure that no
onc person shallholda
post at the national and
national pasty executive
level at the same time.
Dr. Bu-buakei Jabbie
therefore in an answer
to Chief Justice Thomas

Ade-Renner made the
declaration that the
position of party leader,
one of the posts that

" was to be contested at

the SLPP Makeni
Convestion should
remain like that.

He supported his
submission to Relief
Paragraph h3 and 3
(sub2), stressing that 1
wish to observed that
President Kabbah and
Vice President
Solomon Berewa
continue to serve as
national leaders as well
as party leaders.
According to Dr.
Jabbie, the incumbent
National Ckairman, Dr.
Banya, is not affected
by his declaration, and
that the third defendan,,
the SLPP isresponsible
for the anomalies.

The defence was
represented by lawyer
Eke Haoway, Lusent
Massaquot, Labour
Minister Alpha Timbo
while the plaintiff team
of lawyers, were led by
Dr. Bu-buakei Jabbie.
Among personalities at
the hearing were
Ministers,
Parliamentarians,
Unamsil observers and
a cross-section of the
population.

Hearing resumes today.




By Ophaniel Gooding
awyer Dr Bu- Buakei
Jabbie representing
plaintiff Chief Samuel

Hinga Norman at the Dr Bu- Bauhei
Supreme Courtin the Sierra NN AINRPISIAES
Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) the W uver
constitutional tussle yesterday
said. “the conference is
premature for various
reasons.” Submitting a six-
stage marathon argument. Dr.
Jabbie explained that the
election of a presidential
nominee 2 years to the
elections in 2007 is in
contravention of section 35

(2) ot'the constitution addi ny
that the vacaney is so far
away that it will be
premature tor an election of
a presidential nominee to be
held now. He maintained. -
Within the framework of
section 432 of the National
Constitution it is absolutely
premature.” Dr, Jabbie said
thathis plaintiftis a member

. ofthe SLPP and waats to stop
the abnormalities occurring
within the party. Dr, Jabbie

continued, ...Certain
conducts emanating from within
the SLPP is incontravening the
National Constitution,”
Speaking about the main thrust
of his argument. Dr. Jabbie
said. “we do not want the
Contd. Puge 2

SLPP conference is premature

From Front Page
nomination 1Q_commence in
20057 He cominged.
*.election in 2005 would
affect an amendment on the
SLPP constitution.” The
plaintiff’s barrister further
submitted. * .. anybody who
8t anytime is either the
President. the Vice.. ™ or a
minister or deputy minister in

“the Gavermment of Sierra
Leone is not qualitied at
anyumg why he holds that
position.” Presiding Judge.
Chief Justice Dr Ade
Renner-Thomas reacting to
the plaintift barrister’s
submission asked whether
the declaration they are about
to seek would put things in

order. Chief Justice Dr Ade

Renner-Thomas continued.
since vour client iy 7. .a

“devoted member of the
“SLPP what in your client

view would cure this
violation.” adding; “we at the
Supreme Court want to
make a declaratiou that is
final .. which would be
binding on all. Dr Jabbie
continues today
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Cuurt that e walllts & persiunent
mjunction imposed v W Tuitheuinig

Hinga Norman'slawer want

defegates’ congress skated for 19t =200

August 2003

He bused his wrguiient vn the
originating, nouee vl oo und the
strement mude by the plantitl citing

centain sections of the Political Parties
Act, the SLPP constitution und the 1991
constitution off Siermu Leone.

Chief Justice Ade Renner-Thotus n
his address gueried L Jabbie's
Justilicition tur J perimicin juiiol.

He tunbier ushed i about ns
ubjective for lits action ang what benctit
his client would denns e,

"You hitve o cumn thiee the coun o
ran this declarauon. te judge saidund
another 4 ﬂsked counsel Dr. Jabbie whether his

\l.uuhl - ) : : ) . cl'ncm brought the said constitutional

. violation o the attennon ot the SLPP
leadership. " Do you think that the
decluation you are secking would put
things in order because what the Suprenx:
Court rules is tinal”" The Judge asked
Dr. Jabb.

I'he plamuitls’ counset said they v
SeUl Ui cotducty et mthy
SLPP and thewr chiowes are lunited. ws
they Giumiot go to the thgh Count because
their case wouki be Urown il

He mainained tha 1 the party chivoses
the wrony person as leader. it would cost
them the presidency.

Story: Regna Praat teone Peoples Pasty ) Chict San Hinga
Dr. Bu Buaki Jabbue, counsel torthe nonman versus the Chaurtn, Scereuwry
pluintiff. war crimes indiciee und  Geperal and the SLPP miemburship,
Icadership aspiwit for the SEPP (Sieme wednesday, subniiuce o die Supreme

Clacct




Br Ab Redarr Munx
* Jabbie representing detained
former Kamajor Ch.ief Sam
Hinga Norman, as plaintiff in
the ongoing Sierr.. Leone
Peoples Party SLPP)
constitutional ro.. at the
Supreme Court . Sierra
Leone, yesterds, spent
well over four hours
sdvancing & seve. point
srgument to suk..  atiate

Dr. Bu-buakei Jabbie,
addressing a panel of five
judges headed by His
Lordship the Chief Justice,
Dr. Ade Renner Thomas,
stated categorically that the
appoiritthert of 8 presidential
nominee or candidate at a
forthooming  National
Delegmes Conference at this
point i the political calender

D Bisbuabe abbeTals Toug

SIL PP Cowurt Case. ..

Dr. Bu-ouakel Jabie talks

of the country, is absolutely
premature, adding that the
prematurity of electing a
presidential nominee at this
stage, would badly deprive
the SLPP as a party in
particular and the people of

Sierra Leone generally, of a -

good leader. He further
stated that the act, if done,
will go contrary to not only

ﬂwmneu Times . 'fkursclaj ﬂuaul' I?‘r‘zcur.

Ougf

gh: what's up?

the National Constitutionbut  the party’s constitution as weil.
Contd. page 2

titution of the |

presidential nominee at a with the co

premature stage, are SLPP. o
enshrined in section 3 Thecase comesupagain this

From front page
Dr. Bu-buakei Jabbie

further argued that section
moming

43a of the National
Constitution makes provision
for apresidential nominee oF
candidate to be elected
within the last three to four
months before the life span
of the government in power
ends. This he said, is the
prescribed period in the
National Constitution for
which apresidential nominee
1 $0 be appointed.

He argued further that the
implications of clecting a

subsection (2) 2 of the
National Constitution. These
implications, he said borders
onunfaimess to the party and
were undemocratic in nature.
Dr. Bu-buakei Jabbie went
on to point out in his
elements in the provision of
the party’s constitution are
identified in paragraph 4 and
that they arc also stated in |
paragraph 1 6 of the plaintiffs |
case, which are in consonant |
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In the now celebrated that the conferegce for the
¢ase which has resulted Proposes of electing parts
in the postponement of officers will not be coq-
the convention of the vened for the Purposes of
Sierra Leope Peoples electing or Nominating o
Party as 3 result of an Presidential nominee or i S Peci
undertaking made by the caadidate and of cither of 1"5 l {cnnt. .S'pccml (:‘oun
defendant fespondent, the Sierra Leoge Peoples ;1 e Vs:un Hinga
| that the tirst. second and Party at the sajg party con- B\‘“mﬂ_ “'hme ‘f'“?'t'ﬂ
* third accused. the SLPP ference or at apy .other u-t:“leh-‘ Tabbi o
Chairmn Secretary  PARY conferone. 0 2005 menced hijs su('»st:mtl\'e~
: Ger‘xcraf and the Party jt-  until the Supreme Court :rhgu:‘l:em . of
: self undertook og Mog-  gives a ruling on the mo- t \dlf y o botde e
43}' betare the Supreme tion made by Dr. Bu-buakei xt‘ “‘1_0}10“3 th'd fat
P Court of Sierra Leone Jabbie taking into consider- z:ulxzﬁtoftv:" l::l et
COMme a tem-

atien concerns faised by
the plaintiﬂ'applicani,
Chief  Sam Hinga
Norman,

Yesterday, the plaintity

ber of Parliament and by
exteasion. such a holder
of government office
should not hold a party
oftice

Dr. Tabbi’s point of em-
phasix was that afl people
who hold presidential.
e presidential and min-
iterial offices should re-
sign their positiops in

government to guafify
them to contest for party
oftices. even at the re-
gional. constituency and
chietdom levels.

In his argument in his
favour of the postpone-
ment of the election of a
party leader or a presi-
dentiaf candidate. he also
said that it at this time

within 2005 a leader or
a presidential candidate
is elected. when the elec-
tion is supposed to take
place in 2007 that in it-
self will put the party at
risk.

Bu-buekei Jabbi in his ar-
gument vesterday
heavily relied on provi-

Cont. Back page

From page 1 SLPP, THE BATTLE CONTINUES

wns o the state consti-
Sitiou the constitution
1 the Sierra Leone
seoples Pacty and the
Aical parties At to
sufy his point,
¢ came up with the ar-
coment that people who
sall hold executive of-
Loes can not also he of
<lals of the political
-0ty He quoted section
(4). which reads — “no
prostticat party shalf have
acalecder a person who
v aat qualitied to be
es cted ux oa Member of
P. o lwasiont.”
H. Jwdier sated that the
ne Jd fus those people
Wi hold public office to
re..so their positions is
fo. :d in Section 76 (1)
(b, which reads ~ “no

.

[==% -

person shall be qualitied
for election as a Member
of Parliament .., if be is
for the time being the
president. the vice presi-
dent. president. a minis-
ter. or a deputy minister
under the provision of
this constitution.™

The extension of Buy-
buekei Jabbi is that sipce
there is the possibility
that the president. the
vice president or a min-
ister or a deputy minister
mayv [ikelv contest for
the leadership of the
SLPP party which will
qualify them to contest
tor the presidency. such
a contest would be ultra-
Vvires the provisions in:
Section 76 but more par-

ticukarly, 7 6 (1) (h)..

which clearfy states that
the presideat or the vice
president or a minister can)|
not qualify to be a -Aem-
ber of Parliament.

Bu-buekei Jabbi also
quoted from the political
party’s Act Section 14 (1)
stipulates in very simple
terms that nobody shall be
a founding member of a
political party or execu-
tive member of a party i
such people are qualitied
to be elected as a Member
of Parliament.
In Sierra Leone the Vice
President and Ministers
not necessarily have to
members of Parliament.

Dr. Bu-buekei Jabbi will}
.ooatinue his submissia

today at the Sy
Court.
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~ Norman made his dec- Jabbie issued a stern

nga Norman

ChiefS.m Hi
sailing as the party is

Recent politic.. .2
velopment 1. facing rugged path to-
SLPP camp s.. - wards 2007,

that the leade. . . “When Special Court In-
race is not sn -, ictee, Chief Sam Hinga

“Ber. . failing gradually

- isofthe firmconvic-

bitionofbeo. oL
flagbear.r« tion that delegates
Oneschoo. o . e Contd. back page

warning against the
party not to attempt to
either nominate or
elect a leader for the
party. This warning
was made at Supreme
Court of the land pre-
sided over by chief
justice Ade Renner
Thomas and other
four judges.

This latest develop-
ment may pose a very
serious threat to
Berewa’s vaulting am-

laration in proxy for
Jeadership race, Sierra
Leoneans thought it
was a big joke, notun-
til when he barricaded
the road leading to the
party convention in
Makeni through legal
means then people re-
alize that the party is
faced with another
thorny issue to over-
come.

Hinga Norman’s law-
yer, Dr. Bu-buakei

SLPP GALLIVANTING

From front page
may decide to go
shopping for a suit-
able candidate among
the other aspirants.
Taking into consider-
ation the previous ut-
terances of VP Berewa :
in Bo and Kono where
he blasphemously ridi-
culed the Christian
faith and demon-
strated uncontroilable
anger against Rtd.
Brig. Gen. Maada Bio
respectively, the SLPP
delegates, according
to authoritative
sources, are deter-
mined to pack their
political bundles from
the Berewa camp to
another one who
would provide the
right type of leader-
ship and who would
be easily sold to the
political market.
R




By nJohn Lans
FROM LAST ISSUE
They enjoy legal .anding v complain and their palpable si-
, deage signals the iradition of quintessential politicians who
will march to ever - drummer’s beat in the fashion of politics as
-; As the clas. ic equity maxim, “Equity aids the vigilani,
*sally those who sic. ) on their rights, » seckons the confounded
aspirants to the 5. PP nomination, they shrink before power
palitics as if they ere citizens of Jonathan Swifi's Lillipur.
It has yet to daw, 0 Lz sceming addled ambitions that the
outcame of this ci - wili clearly affect the nomination and clec-
tion of President .l pudgent of the Court in tavaur vt e
early convention s ! fav o a ehilling effecton party pominaions
“bicause in the fiw 2, cuis encrs seeking the udvanage of viil-
‘ing the nominatio. . 3rocess will call vonventions at their chuos-
ing where the Cv .- b “anded them the license for such ca-

v

prices.
- AN EE e NDENT JUDICLARY?
Given the import.. .= tiw case would bear on the political pro-

Jurt wnust decide this case without vahidat-
i Lavisaibly decides in favour of the execuuive
im instead of g neutral and detached magistrates of an
v angent ribu..... Clicf Justice Dr. Ade Renner-Thomas and
W5t BC. .t Lieinseiyes god render 8 decision which
g blectur. | provess instead of affirming that perverted
Jges behave like commonplace handmiids
sehvol governmuent. They must caplur: e
fund our epublic and decide in accordance
4 independent judiciary and beyond the
il to tilt the nomination provess. The
ruspect and decide justly on the ner-

eess, the Suprem.
¢ ing the axiom thai ;.

great motive force |

with their rolc <.
faipediency of th
gourt should ave,o .t
- ils.

SU oLai) OF ARGUMENT

The heart of this . -tive is to suspend the SLPP convention
scheduled in Aug. - It “houid be allowed w happen in accor-
_dance with the [ go..rning political parties and preparg-
“tions for election. i .3 goud cause for the Supreme Cournt
to enjoir the SLF. v coldiny the announced snap conven-
tion as scheduled . 1l principal reasons attecting the tun-

SalmTl'mj- Mi‘d‘ﬂ W} '3‘]‘:—\_”0&_.

damental constitutional nghts of members ot the SLPP and the
chaotortie i Jarge.

The tirst vongerns G rights of e members t paricipate i«
polnical process under e tundamenial principles vt ihe Right
Asscnoly. The second. coneeriis the duty of the Repubie o
cnsurt that the demoerstic provess is in concord with (ree and
Lair cleciion standards. The thurd issue is whether party uth-
cials muy snap up whilnsica! rules considercy ofguniv 1o the
SLPP constitution, yet in vivkativn ol the Constitution ut the
Republic of Sierra Leone 1t 1s framed 1 one ol the conse-
quences which this snap convenuion will cuuse. Thus, counse!
Jor Nortan, Dr. Buakei fabbr. says among other things tha
11 1s and will be likely w deprive the entire nation iselfand the
people of Sterra Leone as o whole ot a pussibie better quabty
Presidential Candidate and potenual ultimate President vt di-
erra Leone who, however, [or reusons of present unthuehuess
ur premaiurity or otherwise, may not yet, as at 19-20 Augus!
20603, or atany other time in 2005. have indicated his/herinten-
tions or aspirations in respect thereol, but may wish as uat the
duc and proper iimz in 2000 or 2007 to make such intzitions W
aspirations publicly known at the appropriate time. voth att the
possible attendant risks of prejudive tusising [romun g chuice
due to the said gross prematurnty; to the prospects ol gousd
governance, peace and positive national economic and other
development during the five to ten years followiny the aext
Presidential election.”

Yo ubtan the imjunein e - chic soug e dgaitn i
Lo dleter them from conducimg delegates” Cony et wwiv
scloctng 4 nominee toy e SLPP the movig putly (diiucl
Hinea Nosman) must prove the esseice of the argument w.

¢

Shali suon interpose beluw. So letus begin.
T . . .

Sty i

T'iie shap notice two years ahead of the 2007 elections by SLPP
otficials to convene a delegates conference for August 19-20at
Makeni threatens the rights of party members, the SLPP and
the nation from presenting 4 certam universe of quahificd crop
ol aspirants for the nonnnation because of the tining ol the
conlerence, The SLPP und its adberenty enjoy @ constitution:

ally pneeted right of polaticul ussocuion.

| rere can no longer be any yuestion that trce90m Lo ussociuiy
with others tor the comimon advancemens of political beliels
2nd ideds is a torm ot orderly group activity protected by Chap-

wer [hree

rights in the 1991 conshitution, the Banjul Charter o

Alvican Righis aud the Intemativna] Covenant Civil and Puliti-
cal Rights. An infringement of the right ot association is vop-

cerved when caprice insica

J ol luw is used w call up conveil

Lions. We suspect usurpation of the numination process when
we know the incumbent Leader ut'the party has preselected hus
successor by endorsement instead of through the actual notn-

nabing provess and a s

SULUUSHOL

Toe rights ot aspirants 1or ih

nap conveintion s called 10 crowa the

¢ SLPP nonunation would s

huemed if the convention 15 1ot called off tur its Augusi it 4

schedule. The vights are

protected in the entrenched secuons vi

the consttution of Sierra Leone 1991 under fundamental tiew
dems. To wit, section 26(1) grants that

“facept with his own

consent, NO Person shall be hinderd o

(e enjoyment ot his freedom of assembly and association, thist
is w suy his rght assembly treely and associate with othel
persons and in particular o form of belony to any political
party, rade unions of other economic, sovial or professional
associations, national o international. for the protection ot his

mavrests.”

Ve e Alneun Chadler oi o andd Peophes” Raglus

200198t an
“Ulepvery itzen shall b

governiuent ol lus country
chusen representatives i aceurdunee wit

law.”

L3y artio e rightwaei i suys.
ave the rrght o ieely purticipaiean ti
awier directly or through fieviy

n the provisions vl th

Moreover Article 25 ot ihe {nternationa: Convention on Ui
and Political Rigins provides \he catchall provisions for th

right:

Every citizen shall bave the right and the opportunity. withou!

any o
sunuble restrictions.

{ the distinctions menuoned in articls 2 and withour umva

70 BE CONTINUED




Exclusive
he Exclusive Thedny gt 1% om.

By Joseph Turay & Mohaned Kai -—
Teader at their proposed Au-

e feal tussle over an -
jandtion slammed on the
SEPI by the Supreme Count
prohibiting the election of a

gust 18- 14 convention ahead
of the 2007 presidenual elec
tions. appears o be tearimny

Supreme Courtthat the party
deliberately violated the M-
Lional Constitution and even
the Political Party’s Act uf
2002, by allowmg certamn

" the purs apart paliicnns and executive e
Dr B buaker Juobie. who s
the ¢. ansel representing
plaint if Chiet Sam Hinga

. said yesterday at the

hers ol the parhy e
the Jeaderslop o the st et
dher posttions winde b

Contd. puge 3

Nom:

'The Struggle Continues
offic: From front page

Mak g his submission to the presiding Judye Ade Renner-Thanus.. D Jabise blamued
entir: executive of the party including President Kabbal aud his Vice as heing responsible
such constitutional fraud. ‘ ‘
Qn_m_g certain sections of the Political Party’s Act 2002 and from the SUIPP™and 1
maticial constitution, Dr Jabbie pointed out that na person should at the same tme kot th,
posiizi of Vice President, Minister. or Depuity Minister while ar the samie e e fo
sucl: w3thions i the party. The tegal lummary said such persons must first or il icgn e
posii ity before taking such steps. He argued that it is a viokinon of the Palitcal Payiy «
of *and even the national constitution noting that the executive of the parny decs no
this 5 =it in time, have the legitimaie authority to comvey such conferenee

The +outier comes up again today. '

the
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Opinion: A Free Charles Taylor Threatens West Africa

Vanguard (Lagos)

OPINION

August 17, 2005

Posted to the web August 17, 2005

By Pamela Adegbesan

When they escorted fugitive former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, into exile in Nigeria in August 2003,
Africa's leaders hoped that his removal from power would ease the path to restoring stability to Liberia and
its West African neighbours.

Two years later, the spectre of Mr. Taylor's transnational networks of violence hangs over West Africa's
fragile transition from a prolonged period of war, and instability. He continues to avoid prose-cution on an
indictment before the United Nations-supported Special Court for Sierra Leone on wide-ranging allegations
of war crimes and crimes against humanity. However recent turn of events shows that Mr Taylor's presence
in Nigeria now threatens basic constitutional rights and civil liberties in his country of asylum.

On August 1, 2005, operatives of Nigeria's State Security Service (SSS) arrested and detained two printers,
Steve Omali and Michael Damisa, for being in possession of advocacy campaign materials which they
printed for the Coalition against Impunity.

The Coalition is an alliance of over 345 non-governmental organizations in 17 African and non-African
countries campaig-ning to ensure that Mr. Taylor is held to account for international crimes for which he

stands indicted.

At the request of the Coalition, Omali and Damisa had printed a set of posters on the "Charles Taylor:
Wanted" campaign, which reproduced Interpol's "Red Notice", an international arrest warrant for Mr. Taylor
issued to all Interpol member countries in August 2005. Nigeria is a member of Interpol. In addition to
arresting the printers, the SSS confiscated 1000 copies of the posters.

The SSS detained the printers for three days during which it denied them access to visitors or lawyers.
Michael Damisa's brother, Matthew, who went to the SSS to visit and verify the location in which his

brother was held was similarly detained.

These detainees were not accused of any crime. Nigeria's Constitu-tion prohibits administrative or any other
form of detention for a period of more than 48 hours without judicial supervision.

Since these arrests. Nigeria's security services have launched an operation against the leadership of the
Coalition against Impunity in the country.

They have declared wanted staff of the Open Society Justice Initiative in Nigeria, a leading organi-zation in
the Coalition and shut down the printers' workshop.
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Nigeria's SSS has similarly moved to prevent an inter-faith initiative to hold inter-denominational vigils and
prayers commemorating the death of Nigerian and other West Africans killed and violated in Mr. Taylor's

many West African wars.

Since he fled into exile in Nigeria, Mr. Taylor has consistently failed to observe his own part of the implicit
asylum bargain that prohibits him from inter-fering in Liberia's domestic politics. Rather, he is active in
supporting and sponsor-ing candidates in Liberia's forthcoming transitional elections. Nigeria's Presi-dent
Obasanjo has consis-tently argued that he offered asylum to Mr.Taylor with the full consent and at the
request of the African Union and the international community and is now, therefore, precluded in honour
from turning him over for trial.

Even when it is conceded that the international community persuaded Nigeria to host Mr. Taylor, according
to him refugee status was evidently the wrong instrument to achieve this goal. As a national of a member
country of the regional organisation, ECOWAS, Mr. Taylor could easily have entered and stayed in Nigeria

under the regional regime of visa-free movement in West Africa without the cover of refugee status.

Mr. Taylor is the latest in a long line of former African rulers to receive and enjoy asylum for killing their
own people and egregiously violating the sanctity of human life. Other recent examples include Uganda's Idi
Amin who died in exile in Saudi Arabia; Idi Amin's predecessor, Milton Obote who remains exiled in
7ambia: Somalia's Siad Barré who died in exile in Nigeria, Chad's Hissene Habre currently exiled in
Senegal, and Ethiopia's Mengistu Haile Mariam currently also exiled in Zimbabwe.

Extending the facility of asylum to such persons threatens a hallowed huma-nitarian institution with
irreparable disrepute and encourages impunity.

The campaign by Nigeria's security services to suppress lawful demands for Mr. Taylor to be brought to
justice for his crimes is further proof of the many ways in which a free Charles Taylor threatens the stability
of West Africa and the future of constitu-tional governance in the region. Mr. Taylor's continued stay in
Nigeria similarly threatens President Obasanjo's desire to secure for Nigeria a permanent seat on the United
Nation's Security Council. The only way to address these threats is for Nigeria to transfer Charles Taylor to
stand trial. After Liberia's transitional election on 11 October 2005. President Obasanjo's government will
run out of excuses for avoiding or postponing this sensible and necessary course of action.
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