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You are ali aware of the dangers of a lack of things to do for young people, and of a sense on their part, not only that their personal futures are uncertain,
but most dangerously that others in society continue to profit from corrupt behaviour” - UK Development Minister
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Freetown, 17 May 2004

Prosecutor Welcomes Arraignment of RUF and AFRC indictees on charges related to forced
marriage

Prosecutor David M. Crane welcomed today’s arraignment of RUF and AFRC indictees on
new charges “other inhumane acts” relating to forced marriage, which the Trial Chamber

approved ten days ago.

Issa Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao of the RUF, and Alex Tamba Brima, Brima
Bazzy Kamara and Santigie Borbor Kanu of the AFRC, were in court today to enter pleas to
the new charges.

“These additional charges of crimes against humanity reflect the fact that women and girls
suffered greatly during the war, including through widespread forced marriage,” said Mr Crane.
“The Office of the Prosecutor is committed to telling the world what happened in Sierra Leone
during the war, and gender crimes have been at the core of our cases from the beginning.

These new charges recognise another way that women and girls suffered during the conflict.”

At the Special Court for Sierra Leone, acts of forced marriage will be prosecuted as an
“inhumane act” — a crime against humanity — for the first time in the history of international law.

http://www sierraherald.com/scourt_press_170404.htm
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Erstwhile Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) Interim leader, Gen.
Issah Sesay together with Morris
Kallon, Augustine Gbao and Alex
Tamba Brima, Brima Bazzy Kamara
and Santigie Borbor Kunu of the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
(AFRC) were in court vesterday to

enter pleas to their new charge ot

forced marriage, a Special Court Press
Release states yesterday.

[t says, the Prosecutor, David Crane
welcomes the arraignment of the
indictees on this new charge, " which
the Trial Chamber approved ten days
ago."

"These additional charges ol crinies
against humanity reflect the fact that

Rz

women and girls suttered greatly
during the war, including through
widespread forced muarriage,” Crane
wus quoted as saymg.

The Office of the Prosecutor is
commuitted to telling the world what
happened in Sterra Leone during the
war. and gender crimes have been ul
the core
beginning.

These new charges recognise another

of our cases [rom the

way that women and girls sulfered
during the conflict,” the Release also
maintained.
This 1s the first time acts of lorced,
marriage will be prosecuted as. 'a crime
|
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Where

is the

TRC Report?

- By Tamba Borbor
The patience of the
general populace is
wesring thin as they are
yet to set eyes on the
much talked about

~report of the Truth and
Reconciliation

Commission (TRC). It '

- would be recalled that
the Commission did say

that the report would be

From Froni Page
process in this country are of
the opinion that the current
delay in the release of the
report: would not be far
unconnected with the
problem the Commission had
sometime ago with an
international organisation
commonly called Geneva.
The protilem the Commission
fared with Geneva saw the
removal of office equipment
and fumiture. telephone and
electricity facilities cut off at
the headquarters of the
Ccmmission at Brookfields.
The release of the report is
awaited by all
~Conctrned citizens in the

much

out by March; which is

almost two months
behind schedule. At
another time, the

Commission disclosed
that they have finally
decided to send the report
to Ghana to be printed.
However. interested

reconciliation  process
including human rights
organisations, as it would
address the very paramount
issue of reparation. During a
Press briefing last week, the
amputees and war-wounded
have asked for $100 million
as reparation for all they

suffered during the ten-vear

civil conflict. Presently. the
Commissionfs

headquarters 15
occupted by the Ministry of
and Marine
Resources as they have been

former
been

Fisheries

evicted at their former office
building at Marinz House.
One human rights activist
remarked. it the TR

people in the reconciliation’.”
Contd. Page 2 ‘
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ot‘t'icialfrh_n\//e closed
functioning, let them release
the report which we all are
awaiting in order to address
the burning issues  of
benefits which those who
suffered during the war
should have especially the
amputees  and
wounded. Already, they are

war-

“behind schedule and the

Commission should prove
wrong the claim by many
people that they have
mismanaged the funds
meant for the completion of
e entire work of the
Commission including that
for the printing of ‘the
report.” '



C‘Qu\gwé

(e ¢

TLuSMﬂ Mao, (§ zooaq

By Nimualty Kamara

When Sierra Leone Peoples Party
(SLPP) Local Council contestant in
Kenema. Chief Benson Suwu left his
residence vesterday morning, little did
he realized that a bad omen awaits him
at the Party's 18 Hanga Road otfice.

Accordmg to Concord Times sources

i e township, it was while he was at
the oltice thal he was contronted by a
tormer Kamajor Administrative
Olticer. Arthur Koroma who pounced
on hit and gave hun the beating of his
lite which lett him rushed to the
[Kenema Government Hospital for
treatinent.

Police vesterday confirmed that

5
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candidate in Kenema

-

s SLPP |

Koroma has been arrested and the
matter will soon be charged to court.

Reasons for the fight could not be
ascertained as at press time but reports
have indicated that both All Peoples
Congress (APC) and Independent
Candidates have promised to make
Suwu Town Council Chairman as
against his opponent, Chief Brima
Kargbo should they be elected mto
council.

This latest form of violence came in
the wake of Vice President Solomon
Berewa's visit to the township
yesterday to add oil to the SLPP's
campaign machinery in the area.
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Secretary of the Law Reform
Commission, Miss Jusu Sheriff explains

Courtesy LAWCLA bi-monthiy bulletin

As a newly consitituted Commision what are your duties as
Commission?

The junctions of the Commission are sef out in the statue that
estublivhed: the new Law Rejorm Commussion. 8y Act No. |
1994, the commission Aas its juncion, (0 xeep under feview

all fegisiaiions. enjorced in Slerra Leone jor the purowse e
Jorming, develuping, consviidadng or coatfymg e luw i
carrying vul ihese funcrions, ile Lommission adopts o
PULICIPUIOFY approach by ivinng the public w conribure und
be involved in the {uw reform Commission.

Which areas of the Law do vou intend to target specifi-
caily?

Well, ihere ure nany dreds df the law ilar requare reformuaiion
i Februury the commission had s swraiegic slanning work-
shop, and the commissivaers have indenttfied o number Jf sici-
wtes that they will De uddressing vver e next inree years. These

wiil include iooking i the jumidy law, he law related o the

comercial use uf fund, review of the sexual offences. consumer
protection, review of uffences aganst persuns ciudig the

faw refuring 1o aborion, and o review Jf ihe CruRuE aw i

luting 1w property. We shuil uiso look ur the jumily [aw, su

Syion
und naeriance ssues, Jds vell as e 3ills o Exchunge o,

ouKing G ENVIFORITERILTE (SSUEY, WLCH wre I Oul .'h/‘ee—pzun ‘J‘/v

agion,

It is no secret thar most of our laws are obselute, and if we
are to catch ap with coatemporary happennings o meet
modern legal standards then you have a big task © per-
form. Can you comment oa this?
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Yes, the compussion has u auge task ahead of i There (s u
saving ihat the lungest journey siurts with e Jirst step. Siitee
fust year we have been luvking ar the commercial use of lund
qcross the counry. We aave been luoking at reform thu will
benefit women, consumer proteciion, und wlso the swtute re-
laring o the law reform commission J(seif

If your commission is to be u succestul one then the vast
majority of our vitizens in the provinces have 1o be prop-
erty educated about their rights and obligations. Vv hat
mechunisms have you put in place?

The commission doesn

have the mundute or responyioilicy
10 educate the pubiic. We believe there ure aanonal commeions
such as the Nutional Conumission jor Democracy und Humun
Rignt {NCDHR), and Human Rights NGOy such us LAWCLA

thut have the greater responsibility w educute ihe peopie about
their righnis. We do consult the public on specific ureas of ife
law: we LI’U LUlicule A'/'l@.’” orn f/'llf LCLPTER U Jndd s thert /UF
thewr views und opinion on what kind of chunge they wils {ike
10 yew in respunsioilioy

You are yet to officially Kick-start your work. 1f not can
you explain the reasons {or the delay?

Thot 15 Aot correct. Since the exaadlishunens of the commi sion
o1 Eeourary lust year, it fus been at work. We huve aud sonte
CUNSErULLS. The COMPRISS OIS Worked (Usi vear /t"l[/IULI. LUV
cind of honorarium, but they wre commiiied 1o du ihelr wuri
gifeciively. The Chawrmun und the Secretarial had  een
worfing very hard. (n juct we ure aireddy 1 the process of
nu/cmg reCcommendalions on cgriain SIQiLiies, Ll”d we Tave
wdready consulted members uf the public. So we ure lrzady
a4l WOrK.

Women all over the world are advocating for gender pat-
ity, what do you intend to do to pay heed to their demands?
WVomen in Sierru Leone auve oflen raised die question of -
cqualicy and injustices hat huve deen meted out (o et Dy

the legal s

stem. In Sebruary ihe commision al s sirace i

Dliing WorksHop aaupted 3 Lruposdl watch was iloaled
By e Chavman D Peter Tucker (o set up a gender discrimi-

Acdlon i puriicaiar und hett Ju o iU dudiess discrimianiion

iysues More generailv. THe CoMmusion S aware uf the citor-
mny of he prodiem Gl requures sume serious wnd dedicured
work, {ooking ut the law (© uddress ‘e question Jf aiscyimi-
narion and gender celuted issues more generatly. The com-
gussion has plans o sel up a il [0 wddress these mairzs, ]
will be estaplished ininaily jor a pitor period of 34 menchs
und the commissions work, und ine gender unir will b2 di-
recily under the chairmuan of the Commission.

The number of rape cases is escaluting. The Rainbo Cea-
tre has documented over {ive hundred cases related to
sexual offences. How do you intead o reform laws raiac-
ing 1o sexual oifences that may serve as u deterrent 1o
pevple wito commit these criminal orfences?

Weeil | said the cOmpssion 5 resonStHIIn: 5 iv revien (he (.
We uo not administer the faw. That s jor ihe police an ! e
Judiciary. Sut we cun (00K ut (e stautes. and thuts who b e
are doing. The commussion aus o suo-commitice heuded by
Justice Viginia Wrignt, (JSC). whici is making recomendc ions

sor reform of the iaws refaning (o sexual offences, und viner

vender bused violence wssues. wnd we are doing this in response
[0 the recomenaunions und proposuls mude oy the Nut.onul
Women s Conference on law iejorm ugendu fust vear i1 Juty
2003, Thur conjerence wus urgumized joindy by ihe Luw

Reqorm Compussivn, ifie Sinisay ot Sucial Welfare. Geier

nd Chiidren’s Arfairs und ine lateraaional Rescue
ve (RC} thut support ine Rainou Cenov.

JHHI -

A3 4 comnussion wnat do vou wiend w do with reguras the

Contd. Page 5
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gludiciary s¢ as o bolster
the conficences of ag-
grieved persons wno are
SEeKiNg redress anca 1o
jexpedit the work of the
Jcourt :c e more 2ffica-
clous?
i really Jdon't think thar's
ihe fLuncuon of the zommus-
sion. e are directly ag-
aressing the working
methcds >t the
commission. This is not our
mandate. Cur mandate s
to review z2na reform the
law
How independent is your
commision? In other
words do you have any
politicai interference.
fdon tikuink there is any po-
inical interrerence in ine
wOrk of the commussicon. |
think &
country agree that we
nead (o
MOCErnize our laws (o iake
account or sur current e-
aiity, so there is no
enaency for politicat inter-
ferenca
One major battleneck
with the fand -lenure sys-

ar:

tem in the country,
especiaily in the prov-
inces is the political inter-
ference, thereby imped-
ing any positive change
well meaning peopie may
propose. What can you
say about this?

Well the Law Reform Com-
mission is not going o
change the iand tenure sys-
temin the couniry. It is con-
sidering how to improve ac-
Cess to use the Jland work-
ing within the confines or
the existing land tenure
system and what we have
had on our peopie in the
orovinces are not averse 1o
make land availabie (0
oeople who have resources
(0 Jeveiop it. There w#as no
nwillingness (o iook at
ncow the use of land can ve
improved and how women
access o jand can be im-
proved. We don't think :he
lfand tenure system itseff s
a proviem, and we found
our ‘rom the pecple in the
provinces e.g. the chiers,
private  Jand  users,
commercial jand users,
tamiiy fandowners, foreign-

Rgformation
erra Leol

ers, that at the shd of the
day it was net'fand tenure
system that had the. problem
bur the iack of resources to

address all the

develop the land that was
the limiting. factor.

Most people are of the
view. that if the commis- -
sion is to be.a successful.
ane: then:the necessary

*human resources must be- -
“available. Do youHave all.
-these at.youradvantage to.

" do your wé :

FK efféctively 2
-ahéad.

ccmrh[ssmne}s wanted to

within the three years time
frame, certainly we need far
more resources than we
-have aow. But sinee gov-
ermment is our main sup-
porter® (sponscr) and it is
casShitrapped, we have de-
cldea ta start with wnat we
have. We can grow larger
"as iungs and adequate sup-

port-firom other donors in

additign (o government be-
come: available., However
the cginmission-wants to
‘make Sure thiat they go a

goed job on whateve
they turn their nanas tc-
rather than trying o ae,
everything whirt
doneends up not pre,
done.

Are you seeking assis
tance from foreign do-
nors.?

Yes. we will be. We have
been doing and we wiil
conlinte to do'so and we
have had some SUPPCIT
from external donors.
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Riots meet U.N. disarmament plan in Liberia

MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) -- U.N. peacekeepers fired tear gas to quell a deadly riot by Liberian fighters on Monday in
the latest violence stemming from a U.N. disarmament program meant to rid the ruined west African nation of guns from
its ruinous civil war.

Witnesses said between 50 and 100 fighters loyal to ex-President Charles Taylor confronted the peacekeepers,
demanding full payment in connection with a U.N. program meant to collect weapons used in more than a decade
of near-constant war.

"We are going to maintain a substantial presence in the area,” said the U.N. police commander in Liberia, Mark
Kroeker, of the Monrovia suburb where the militia fighters rampaged after being told they wouldn't be given
money immediately.

Kroeker, a former Los Angeles deputy police chief, said that one man was "seriously assaulted" by rioters and
died before Jordanian peace forces firing tear gas restored calm. Four others were injured in the riot, he said.

Kroeker called the violence "unfortunate and unnecessary"” in the midst of a disarmament process that has taken
guns from 25,000 of Liberia's estimated 40,000 fighters since its violence-marred beginning last year.

On December 9, the first of the Liberian fighters set to give up their arms rioted to demand immediate cash
handouts, sparking deadly gunfights and looting in Monrovia, Liberia's capital.

After officials of the U.N. mission agreed to initial payments of $75, thousands of government fighters swamped
U.N. facilities. Officials suspended the drive on December 17 but successfully relaunched an amended version

this year.

U.N. officials say it will likely take months to disarm all of Liberia's ill-trained, often-drugged fighters. Many
Liberians worry that fighters will turn in only one weapon apiece, burying others for a later fight.

Taylor launched Liberia into crisis with his 1989-1996 insurgency before winning elections in 1997. Rebels who
took up arms against him in 1999 besieged Monrovia in June, helping drive him into exile in early August.

Taylor's departure for Nigeria paved the way for an August 17 peace deal to end the rebellion and for the
formation of the United Nations' largest peacekeeping mission, now nearing its targeted 15,000 strength.

A national-unity government arranged under the peace pact is to lead Liberia until late-2005 elections.

Copyright 2004 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or

http://cnn.worldnews.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=CNN.com+-+Riots+meet+U.... 18/05/2004



Reuters AlertNet - Fighters riot in Liberia's capital over cash Page 1 of 2

REUTERS D

FOUNDATION

Alerting Humanitarians to Emergencies

Fighters riot in Liberia's capital over cash
17 May 2004 13:08:00 GMT
By Alphonso Toweh

MONROVIA (Reuters) - Hundreds of fighters who backed former
Liberian President Charles Taylor rampaged through a bustling
district of the capital on Monday armed with sticks and knives, looting
stores and smashing car windows.

United Nations peacekeepers in the West African nation raced to the
Paynesville area of the capital Monrovia to quell the rioters, who say
they have not been paid fully for handing over guns as part of a
nation-wide disarmament programme.

Two fighters were badly beaten by civilians after trying to oot a store
while hundreds more headed on foot towards the home of Jacques
Kiein, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special representative for
Liberia.

"We want to inform Jacques Klein that we are not stupid. We are
responsible people who have decided to give up our arms,” said
General "Rambo”, a member of a government militia which supported
Taylor prior to his exile to Nigeria.

"If he does not give us our money this town is going to be hot. Some
of us still have weapons hidden,” he said.

United Nations officials estimate there are at least 40,000 fighters
who must be disarmed if Liberia is to have any chance of ending
nearly 14 years of brutal civil war in which at least 200,000 people
were killed.

The U.N. disarmament programme was suspended last year after the
same Taylor loyalists went on the rampage in Monrovia in a dispute
over cash. But a revamped scheme kicked off successfully in rebel
zones in April.

"If the fighters have any problems this is not the way to express it.
Whatever it is, we are calling on them to remain calm,” said a U.N.
official, who declined to be named.

By the end of the month 19,000 fighters had disarmed under the
scheme. Fighters get $150 for handing in guns and spending a week
at a demobilisation site. They receive a further $150 three months
later, after returning to their communities.

The fighters rioting on Monday said they were angry because they
have not yet received their second instalment.

"We have decided to march today because the U.N. is not serious.

They are trying to fool us," said Richard Moore, a member of the
Anti-Terrorist Unit (ATU).

http://www.alertnet.org/printable.htm?URL=/thenews/newsdesk/L.17170789.htm 18/05/2004



Reuters AlertNet - Fighters riot in Liberia's capital over cash
"We have disarmed completely and they are paying more attention to
(rebel factions) Mode! and LURD."
AlertNet news is provided by REUTERS 3

Printable view | Emal this article | Send comments

© 1998-2001 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content, including
by framing or similar means, is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall
not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon.
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Sa. Leone DDRR Experts Make Recommendations

The Inquirer (Monrovia)
NEWS

May 17, 2004

Posted to the web May 17, 2004
Monrovia

Sierra Leonean experts on DDRR have advanced several recommendations to NTGL
Chairman C. Gyude Bryant, aimed at building relevant institutions in the country to
consolidate peace after the ultimate departure of UNMIL from Liberia; as Charles
Crawford reports.

Speaking to journalists in Sinkor last Saturday at the offices of the NCDDRR, the head of
the Sierra Leonean delegation, Dr. Francis Kaikai said the recommendations among other
things, include strong policy issues regarding the smooth operations of the NCDDRR;
technical advice to LRRRC in handling the plight of the population; the issue of
providing assistance to war victims; the participation of ex-combatants in the capacity
building process and other critical issues relevant to sustaining peace and stability in the
country yea the sub region.

Dr. Kaikai said the recommendations, when put into action, will strengthen the NCDDRR
and LRRRC to become more vibrant and organized in catering to the needs and
aspirations of Liberians especially ex-combatants, adding that the recommendations
cover areas that were specified by Chairman Bryant.

The documentation, according to Dr. Kaikai, also indicates technical support to be
provided by Sierra Leone' President Dr. Ahmed Tejan Kabbah to his Liberian counterpart
in a bid to consolidate peace not only in Liberia but the entire sub region.

Dr Kaikai, who is also former head of the DDRR program in Sierra Leone, stressed the
need for UNMIL to empower Liberians and get them involved in the decision-making
process of the DDRR program because when UNMIL shall have left Liberia, it will be
the citizens of this country who will be charged with the responsibilities to manage what

they put in place.

"We met with UNMIL and made them to understand that Liberians are clean people who
need to be part of the decision-making process of the DDRR program. We told them to



encourage Liberians to get on board so that at the end of their operation in Liberia, the
citizens will be able to sustain the peace in their own country," Dr. Kaikai iterated.

The delegation who left the country last Saturday for Sierra Leone, also disclosed that
some 450 Liberian ex-combatants that fled into Sierra Leone during the days of fighting
in Liberia, have been disarmed and demobilized and are currently undergoing skill
training programs in that country. The ex-combatants are expected to be turned over to
the NCDDRR at the appropriate time according to the Sierra Leone experts on DDRR.

Dr. Kaikai' delegation included Dr.Mustapha S. Tejan-Kella and Mr. Mohamed Sidi Bah
as members. They are expected to be back in the country within two weeks with some
other experts to help put in place what they have recommended to the Liberian
government.

Also speaking, Sierra Leone' Ambassador to Liberia Dr. Patrick James Foyah maintained
that peace in his country is tantamount to peace in Liberia, adding "that' why President
Kabbah has deemed it necessary to dispatch Dr. Francis Kaikai and his team to Liberia to
see how best they can work with their Liberian counterparts in putting into place
mechanism that will sustain peace in Liberia when UNMIL shall have left the country."

Ambassador Foyah also indicated that the sending of the DDRR experts to Liberia by
President Kabbah also manifests the growing of stronger ties between two neighboring
countries, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

Speaking earlier when the delegation arrived on Wednesday, the head of the NCDDRR,
Dr. Moses Jarbo said the delegation’ presence in the country was the result of Chairman
Bryant' visit he paid to his Sierra Leonean counterpart President Kabbabh, in search of
peace in the sub-region..

The NCDDRR boss also briefed the Kaikai delegation about the progress made in the
DDRR process since its resumption on April 15, 2004, while commending Ambassador
Jacques Paul Klein and the rest of UNMIL team for the process.

Copyright © 2004 The Inquirer. All rights reserved. Distributec
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).
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LENGTH: 1482 words
HEADLINE: AFRICA'S ENDLESS WAR
BYLINE: BY ERIC HOSKINS

HIGHLIGHT:
Despite new atrocities, Sudan still hopes for peace

BODY:

Over 20 years of war in Sudan have resulted in more than two million civilian deaths. In a
concerted effort to bring peace to this troubled nation, the government and the southern-
based Sudan People’s Liberation Movement have been meeting in Kenya to negotiate an end
to the conflict. Yet while a north-south peace agreement may be just months away, new
violence, between rebel movements and government-backed militias, has erupted in Sudan'’s
western region of Darfur, threatening hundreds of thousands of lives. Dr. Eric Hoskins of War
Child Canada, who previously lived in Sudan for three years, filed this report from the
southern part of the country.

WHEN DAVID NOK was 13, government soldiers set fire to his family's mud and thatch hut.
He escaped, but his brothers and sisters burned to death. "There has been war here since
time began," Nok says. "My great-grandfather was killed by the British over 100 years ago,
my grandfather was killed by the Arabs, and my father was killed after him." Nok, who runs a
youth organization in Rumbek, the administrative centre of the rebel-held south of the
country, worries that Sudan's best chance for peace in decades may be lost if there isn't a
political agreement soon. Why such urgency, I ask him. "By the time of the U.S. elections, or
if someone new comes after Bush, they will forget about Sudan,”" he says.

The United States, along with other countries, has been pushing hard for a peace agreement
in Sudan, motivated in part by the wish to bring the Sudanese government -- previously
accused of sponsoring terrorism -- back into the international fold. But peace would be only
the first step in helping this ravaged nation. Sudan, roughly one-quarter the size of Canada,
is Africa's largest country and one of its poorest. Over the years, it has been devastated by
drought, famine and war. Entire generations have grown up without ever knowing peace,
but with an intimate knowledge of hardship: in southern Sudan, one child in five dies before
the age of 5; there is only one doctor for every 50,000 people (compared to one per 500 in
Canada); and less than one-third of school-aged children attend school.

The war in Sudan is the world's longest ongoing conflict. In 1955, the southern and largely
Christian Sudanese rebelled against the political dominance of the Arab and Muslim north. °
Fighting ceased temporarily in 1972 when the government in Khartoum granted the south
limited autonomy. But in 1983 Khartoum revoked the south's autonomy and imposed Islamic
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law. Since then, the war between government forces and John Garang's rebel Sudan
People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) has claimed more than two million civilian lives, mostly
women and children.

Amid international pressure in the wake of Sept. 11, the government and the SPLM signed
the landmark Machakos Protocol in July 2002, paving the way for peace. The accord
acknowledges the south's key demand for a referendum on self-determination (after a 6 1/2-
year interim period), and the government's desire to retain Islamic law in the north. Since
then, agreement has also been reached on security arrangements for the interim period and
wealth sharing, under which revenue from oil -- a divisive issue ever since its discovery in
the south in the 1970s -- will be split equally.

Two difficult problems remain to be resolved before a peace agreement can be signed. One is
the precise mechanism for power-sharing during the interim period. The second is the status
of three disputed areas. But Washington is putting renewed pressure on both sides to reach a
deal as soon as possible. And peace will bring other rewards: international donors have said
they will provide significant aid and development assistance to Sudan once an agreement is
finalized. (Until now, most assistance has been short-term emergency aid; Canada has
provided more than $ 40 million in humanitarian relief to Sudan since 2000.)

With the prospect of peace come new concerns. During the past 20 years, up to four million
southern Sudanese fled their war-torn region and migrated to other parts of the country.
Roughly two million of them have relocated in Khartoum. With a peace deal, the UN expects
that many of the displaced, as well as the estimated 400,000 refugees living in neighbouring
countries, will return to the south. That could create huge problems as returnees and local
residents compete for scarce resources and services. "This is one of the biggest chalienges
facing us," says Apollo Madok Chol, regional director of the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation
Commission, southern Sudan's fledgling civil administration. "The returnees need education,
health care, shelter, water, clothing and above all security. And they are coming with
different views and perspectives."

Frank Marita, the UNICEF representative in Nyal, a tiny village east of Rumbek on the edge of
the Nile, agrees. "We expect a lot of shocks, as the two cultures come together," he says.
"The returnees will have enjoyed a lot of freedom and may not want to stick to local customs.
The youth will have grown up in urban areas, with lots of activities that don't fit in here. The
returnees will be better educated and will get the good jobs. But some of the local people will
say, 'You ran away and we stayed, so we should have the jobs."

Another major challenge will be demobilizing the fighting forces -- including child soldiers.
More than 15,000 of them have already been demobilized in the south. Instead of organizing
demobilization transit camps, the UN plans to quickly reunite children with their families, and
provide economic and other support to the communities receiving them.

But, according to one UN official, "the donors don't want to go too far, too fast, before the
peace deal is signed.” This carrot-and-stick approach to peace may work, encouraging both
parties to take negotiations seriously. But there's a downside: as long as negotiations are still
underway, the donors' economic and social assistance remains on hold, and, consequently,
vital preparations remain incomplete.

And even as some efforts to rebuild the south get underway, another conflict is raging. A
year ago, violence in the western region of Darfur between pro-government forces and rebels
began to escalate. Since then, more than 10,000 people have been killed and one million
have been forcibly displaced. Militias loyal to Khartoum are accused of indiscriminate killings,
widespread rape, looting, burning villages and abducting children. Rebel groups, accused of
similar atrocities, say Khartoum has marginalized the western region. In March, Mukesh
Kapila, the UN humanitarian coordinator for Sudan, described Darfur as "the world's greatest

http://www lexis.com/research/retrieve? m=e2fc95fff7¢7c0c47b6dfda59b223e97&docnu...  5/18/2004



Search - 95 Results - africa's endless war Page 3 of 3

humanitarian and human rights catastrophe." And in a recently leaked report, a UN
investigative team visiting the area in late April found evidence of atrocities serious enough
to warrant charges of "war crimes and crimes against humanity."

Although a ceasefire was agreed to in early April, each side has accused the other of breaking
it. Talks, brokered by neighbouring Chad, have yet to yield results. And as the UN and aid
groups desperately try to improve access to the remote region and ramp up relief efforts,
there is fear of starvation and all-out famine. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for
an urgent international effort to end the conflict, including, if necessary, UN-sanctioned
military intervention.

Back in the south, in Nyal, along the edge of thick papyrus marshes blanketing the banks of
the Nile, I spend time with Thomas Gatjuol and his family. Thomas was six when, in 1988, he
was separated from his parents. He joined thousands of boys fleeing the civil war by walking
to refugee camps in neighbouring Ethiopia -- a two-month journey. Called "the lost boys,"
more than 25,000 of them tried to make the perilous trip, and then a second dangerous trek
to Kenya. Over half of the boys died, succumbing to starvation, dehydration and disease.

In 1999, Thomas returned to his parents' village. To his surprise, his mother was still alive.
Now 22, Thomas is married, with two small children of his own. "I sometimes wonder how I
survived at all," he tells me. "Things are improving, though. We will have peace again soon.
Hopefully, my children will not go through what I did. What I want for them is this: to be
happy and to go to school. Nothing more."

Thomas proudly shows me his home: a mud hut surrounded by a bamboo fence. He
introduces me to his mother, who chases me until she can kiss me on both cheeks. His wife
comforts their newborn. Later, as the UN plane leaves the airstrip in Nyal, I look back toward
the village, past the crowd of children who have come to see us off, and hope peace will
come soon enough for Thomas to realize his dreams.

GRAPHIC: Photo 1, A father cradles his malnourished daughter at a mobile medical clinic,
JEROEN OERLEMANS/PANOS PICTURES; Photo 2, Gatjuol and his mother. 'Sometimes I
wonder how I survived at all.", NAOMI JOHNSON/WAR CHILD CANADA
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Still Long Way to Go to End Africa's Internal Conflicts

Business Day (Johannesburg)
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By Dianna Games
Johannesburg

A REFLECTION about events in Africa in this month so far would suggest we are not
doing as well as we think in the area of conflict prevention.

A cursory glance reveals a disturbing breakdown of peace and security in many places.
What is more disturbing is that most incidents relate to long-running conflicts or
persistent flashpoints. They include:

Heavy fighting in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, in which nearly 60 have died with
dozens more hurt. The violence was sparked by disagreement between two militias of the
same clan (since the collapse of its government, Mogadishu has been run by clans).

The killing of about 12 people in southwest Somalia in interclan fighting over the running
of a town, Bulo Hawa. The violence has displaced more than 3000.

Continuing violence by militias in Darfur, western Sudan, which has led to massive
refugee movements across the region. Since May 6, the United Nations has moved nearly
53000 refugees from Sudan's border with Chad.

Continuing attacks on Sudanese refugee camps in northern Uganda. About 30000 people
have been displaced from their settlements recently as a result of multiple raids by the
Ugandan rebel group, the Lord's Resistance Army, which after 18 years of terrorising
Ugandans appears pleased to have new targets.

Bloody interfaith violence in central and northern Nigeria. This began early this month in
the town of Yelwa in central Plateau State after more than 600 Muslims were killed by
Christian gunmen. The violence spread to Kano in the north where dozens more people
have been killed. Now tensions are mounting in five Igbo-dominated states as a result of
the killing of their people in reprisal attacks by Muslims.



Also in Nigeria, several people have been killed and dozens wounded in fresh violence in
the Ogoni community of Rivers State in what is believed to be a chieftancy struggle,
while in Benue State, more than 20 died this month in political violence.

The continent is awash with plans to control, end and prevent conflict. The African Union
(AU) and other continental programmes hail the successful tackling of conflicts in the
Great Lakes, Burundi and Liberia as signs of the progress Africa is making in conflict
resolution.

These are indeed noteworthy successes. However, even as those conflicts are being
resolved through multistate and multiparty interventions, thousands of people are being
killed in equally serious and persistent localised conflicts. In many cases, while the AU's
carly warning mechanisms are still being activated, whole cities are in flames.

Most flashpoints are not new the conflicts are primarily driven by reprisals for actions
that have taken place days, and sometimes weeks or months, before. Some are localised
power struggles dating back years.

Is the answer to long-standing tribal and religious clashes a military one? A negotiated
solution? A bit of both?

There is much talk about a pan-African force but would this be the right response to a
highly charged situation such as the religious conflict in northern Nigeria, for example?

African solutions for African problems has the right ring to it but even this notion stands
to be undermined by regional baggage carried by the peacemakers themselves. Deep
divisions between states and issues of self-interest have contributed to the difficulties of
solving regional conflicts in east Africa and elsewhere.

Conversely, Nigeria has been a key player in resolving the Liberia conflict but seems
unable to solve problems on its own doorstep.

It is to be hoped the new Peace and Security Council and related structures do not focus
their attentions only on high-profile, national or cross-border wars. Violence within
borders, between communities, is equally corrosive to development and in the long run
maybe harder to solve.

It is good to point out our successes to date, but not enough to rest on our laurels in this
regard.

Games is director of Africa@Work, a publishing, research and conferencing company.
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Abidjan

The United Nations has published the official report of its inquiry into the bloody
repression of an opposition demonstration on 25 March and has announced plans for a
wider probe into human rights abuses since the beginning of the country's civil war in
September 2002.

The report, which was leaked to Radio France Internationale on 3 May, accused "the
highest authority of the state" of orchestrating "the indiscriminate killing of innocent
civilians by the security forces."

The official UN report, like its leaked forerunner, said at least 120 people were killed, 20
disappeared and 274 were injured during two days of violence by the police, the army
and their paramilitary allies. This was particularly targetted at people from the rebel-held
north of Cote d'Ivoire and immigrants from neighbouring countries, it added.

The UN Security Council debated the report on Friday and urged "that those responsible
for violations of human rights, in particular those committted on 25-26 March, be held

accountable."

However it stopped short of endorsing the implicit charge by the three international
human rights investigators who probed the killings that President Laurent Gbagbo was
personally responsible for unleashing the bloodshed.

The President of the Security Council, Munir Akram, said in a statement that the council
welcomed the intention of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to launch a
broader commission of inquiry "to look into events going back to September 2002" when

the civil war began.

Diplomats said this would look at human rights abuses committed by the rebels as well as
those carried out government forces.



Akram also spoke of "concrete steps” to ensure that those who are responsible for all the
violations of human rights perpetrated in Cote d'Ivoire since September 2002 are held
accountable for their actions."

Diplomats said this raised the possibility that a special war crimes tribunal might be
created for Cote d'Ivoire, similar to the UN-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone.

The report by the UN human rights investigators recommended the establishment of "a
mixed human rights court with the participation of international judges."

Gbagbo rejected their report as "clearly biassed" in a letter to UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan which was published by the government daily Fraternite Matin.

In the letter, he called for another investigation into the March event, a wider
international commission of inquiry to look at human rights abuses in Cote d'Ivoire since
the civil war began. The UN Security Council has effectively agreed to that.

The government closed down FM relay broadcasts of RFI in Abidjan for 24 hours on
Saturday to prevent the French state-run broadcaster from rubbing in the fact that the
damming report on the March killings which it published two weeks ago was in fact
genuine.

The UN dead toll compared with an Ivorian government figure of 37 and opposition
estimates of up to 500.

A political science professor at the University of Abidjan said on Monday Gbagbo was
wasting his time trying to rebutt the conclusions of the UN investigation because these
were "clear cut."

"He needs to save his breath, there will be more important battles to fight," he told IRIN.

The rebel "New Forces" movement hundred welcomed the publication of the UN report
on the March killings, but said any wider human rights investigation in Cote d'Ivoire
should go back as far October 2000, when Gbagbo was elected president.

Several dozen people died in an outburst of political violence immediately after that
election, 57 of whom were subsequently discovered buried in a mass grave.

"We are not totally satisfied," Amadou Kone, a senior aide to rebel leader Guillaume
Soro told IRIN. He noted in particular that the Security Council had not taken any formal
steps towards setting up an international tribunal to try those responsible for human rights
abuses in Cote d'Ivoire.

Opposition newspapers in Abidjan had speculated that the Security Council might impose
travel sanctions on Gbagbo and certain members of his entourage and freeze their assets



overseas in immitation of measures taken against Charles Taylor when he was president
of Liberia.

Gbagbo appears to have been lobbying hard to ward off any UN sanctions against himself
or his government. He travelled to the Cape Verde islands last week to meet Angolan
president Jose Eduardo dos Santos who was in transit to the United States and then to
Tripoli to meet Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi. A few days earlier, he flew to
neighbouring Guinea where he met with President Lansana Conte.

His efforts were rewarded when Gaddafi told a West African summit in Mali at the
weekend that the international community should keep its nose out of Cote d'Tvoire. The
Libyan leader endorsed Gbagbo as an elected president and dismissed the rebels as
"trouble makers" and "adventurers."

The full text of the report by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
on the political violence in Abidjan at the end of March is availale at http://ods-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/340/77/PDF/N0434 077.pdf? OpenElement |

Copyright © 2004 UN Integrated Regional Information Network
rights reserved. Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media
(allAfrica.com).



