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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Press and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 18 February 2008 
 
Special Court Convenes International Conference to Consider Residual Issues 
 
The Special Court is convening an international conference this week to consider “residual issues” that 
will need to be addressed after the Court ends its judicial activities and physically closes down.  
 
On February 20 and 21, Special Court officials and members of the Special Court’s Management 
Committee will be joined in Freetown by UN Security Council representatives, Sierra Leone government 
officials, diplomats, legal experts, human rights workers, and members of civil society from Sierra Leone 
and around the world.  
 
The conference will be opened by the President of Sierra Leone, H.E. Ernest Bai Koroma. Delegates will 
be welcomed by Hon. Justice George Gelaga King, the President of the Special Court. It will be co-
chaired by the Government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations, and was made possible by a financial 
contribution from the Government of Canada. 
 
Questions the conference will consider include identifying a specific mechanism to prosecute indictee 
Johnny Paul Koroma should he surface after the lifespan of the Court. Mr. Koroma’s whereabouts are 
unknown, and it is not known whether he is still alive. 
 
The conference will also consider issues arising from the enforcement of sentences, how requests for a 
review of a judgement would be handled, and how witnesses who testified before the Special Court will 
be protected after the Court closes. Delegates will discuss matters relating to Special Court’s archives. 
 
“This is the first time such a conference has been convened by international court to find solutions to these 
problems,” said Special Court Registrar Herman von Hebel. “It is taking place here in Sierra Leone 
because the Special Court is closer to completing its mandate than are the other tribunals,” 
 
He noted that among the experts attending this week’s conference are officials from the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), and the International Criminal Court (ICC).  
 
“The issues we deal with here will eventually confront every international court as it ends its work,” Mr. 
von Hebel said. “This conference therefore marks a significant milestone in international justice.”  
 
#END 
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Standard Times 
Tuesday, 19 February 2008 
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Cocorioko website 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 

Special Court convenes international conference in Freetown 
Written by Cocorioko Newspaper Limited     
Monday, 18 February 2008  
The conference will be opened by the President of Sierra Leone, H.E. Ernest Bai Koroma. Delegates will 
be welcomed by Hon. Justice George Gelaga King,the President of the Special Court. It will be co-
chaired by the Government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations, and was made possible by a 
financial contribution from the Government of Canada.  

Read more... 
 
 
 
Patriotic Vanguard website 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 
Latest Stories 

Special Court Convenes International Conference 

19 February 2008  

Special Court for Sierra Leone Press and Public Affairs Office PRESS RELEASE Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, 18 February 2008 Special Court Convenes International Conference to Consider Residual (...) 

 
 

http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/article.php3?id_article=2350
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The Analyst (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 19 February 2008 
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Liberian Express (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 19 February 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 19 February 2008 
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 
Taylor's defense waives cross-examination   
   
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith      
 
The defense team of detained former President Charles Taylor has waived cross-examinations for two of 
the prosecution’s crime based witnesses.   
 
The acting head of the defence team, Terry Munyard announced that the defence had no questions for the 
prosecution’s 13th witness.   
 
This was the first time that the defence team representing former President Taylor waived cross-
examination.  
 
The prosecution Crime Based Witness identified as TF1-101 testified that the RUF Rebels used axe to 
amputate his arms and the arms of others.  
 
The Sierra Leonean Amputee told the court the RUF burned many houses and killed a lot of civilians in 
an operation code named: Operation No Living Thing.  
 
Meanwhile, the prosecution’s 14th witness, an Expert Witness, Berth Vann did not appear in court.   
 
She submitted a report on sexual violence and sexual slavery, allegedly committed by the RUF and the 
AFRC in Sierra Leone.   
 
Madam Vann’s report also blamed sexual violence on the West Side boys of the Sierra Leone Army and 
ECOMOG Peacekeepers.   
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

18 February 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
TRC Frowns at Attempts to discredit it ... Accuses Executive Mansion Official 
(Liberian Express, The Inquirer, The Informer, Heritage, Daily Observer, The News, New Democrat, Public 
Agenda) 
 

• The media reports that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) says it is disappointed 
that a highly placed individual at the Executive Mansion is at the head of the Michael Davis 
alias Sundaygar Dearboy campaign aimed at discrediting the TRC.  

• In a release, the Commission said it is aware that following the testimonies of witnesses at 
the launch of the public hearings which implicated the popular musician into human rights 
violations, Mr. Davis and his pubic relations team headed by an official of the Executive 
Mansion have engaged in a campaign to discredit the work of the commission by trying to pay 
off witnesses to recount their stories and in some cases buying off false witnesses in favour of 
Sundaygar. 

• The Commission said there have been threats and attempts to intimidate some 
commissioners and senior staffers but said it will not be deterred by that. Meanwhile, the 
Informer, Liberian Express, Daily Observer, The Analyst and the News newspapers report that 
more accounts of atrocities have surfaced at the TRC public hearings in Maryland County.  

• The Liberian Express said a former employee of the Port of Harper has linked Ex- President 
Moses Blah to his amputation. Maximilian Jah said Mr. Blah ordered him shot after Special 
Forces of the National Patriotic Front led by Mr. Blah broke into containers at the port and 
looted several vehicles in 1990. 

 
Lawyer of Murder Suspects Protests…Calls for DNA Examination  
(Heritage, The Analyst, The Independent) 
 

• The lead Defense Counsel representing the legal interest of suspects, Hans Williams and 
Mardea Paykue in the Angel Togba murder case is requesting the Justice Ministry to preserve 
the body so that further examinations can be carried out.  Last Thursday, the Monrovia City 
Court imprisoned Mr. Williams, his fiancée Mardea and three others for their alleged 
complicity in the death of the 13-year old girl.  

• The police earlier charged the two with murder and the rest with criminal facilitation. In a 
letter to Justice Minister, Cllr. Musa Dean insisted that only DNA evidence will confirm who 
committed the sexual violation, saying “none of my clients committed the act”. Cllr. Dean 
said the Defense has not heard of any DNA component of the first and second autopsy 
reports. 

 
Price Commission Needs US$170,000 
(The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst, Public Agenda) 
 

• The Ad-Hoc Price Commission set up by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has submitted what it 
calls proposed modest budget of L$10.4 million (US$170.000) to the government for 
approval.  

• In a release, the commission headed by Dr. Togba Nah Tipoteh says the commission with the 
submission of the budget is now waiting to be called for discussions leading to the approval of 
the budget by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. According to the commission, when the budget 
is approved, the commission will announce the commencement of its full work and begin 
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inviting the public to assist with information on why there is a price increase in the country. 
The commission was established early January with the mandate to explain price increases 
and recommend measures for price stability. 

 
Three Finance Ministry Employees Indicted for Corruption…Face Prosecution Soon 
(Heritage) 
 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has disclosed that the Ministry of Justice has indicted three 
personnel of the Ministry of Finance for allegedly converting employees’ checks into their 
personal use. President Sirleaf who did not name the three finance ministry employees 
involved in the alleged corrupt act said they would be tried during the February Term of Court 
at the Temple of Justice. The disclosure by the President follows recent revelation by Finance 
Minister, Dr. Antoinette Sayeh that corruption and other acts of fraudulent behavior were 
raging under her administration. 

 
Muslims Offer Prayers for President and Nation 
(The Analyst, The Inquirer, Public Agenda) 
 

• Liberian Muslims have offered prayers of thanksgiving and well wishes for President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, the government and people of Liberia.  At a ceremony Friday at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Muslims praised the President and her government for policies which 
they said promote religious harmony and peaceful co-existence in the country.  

• The Chairman of the Liberian National Hajj Committee, Sheikh Abubarkar Sumawolo 
reiterated the need for the establishment of a Liberian diplomatic mission in Saudi Arabia to 
help strengthen relations between Liberia and Saudi Arabia and help ease the travel burden 
between the two countries. President Sirleaf welcomed the Muslims back home and 
commended them for their prayers.  

• The President observed that Liberia has come a long way and expressed satisfaction that 
despite its religious diversity, the country has remained united. The Liberian leader urged 
Muslims and other religious groups to resist anyone or group who may want to use religion to 
sow seeds of disharmony and division in the country. 

 
Radio Summary  
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
U.S. President Bush to Receive Liberia’s Highest Honour 

• The Liberian government is expected to bestow the country’s highest honour on U.S. 
President George Bush when he visits Liberia this week. 

• In an interview, Senior Diplomatic Sources at the Foreign Ministry say President Bush is to 
receive the Grand Band Order of the Pioneers while his wife will receive the Grand Band Order 
of African Redemption at an investiture ceremony to be held during their visit on Thursday. 

 
President Johnson Sirleaf Promises to Set up Compensation Committee 

• Speaking during a tour of Monrovia and its environs, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf assured 
individuals whose structures were affected during the demolition exercise that a committee 
will be set up to study the possibility of compensation. 

• President Sirleaf’s tour was aimed at inspecting ongoing road rehabilitation and other 
activities being undertaken to give the city a facelift, ahead of the visit to Liberia of U.S. 
President George Bush. 

(Also reported on Star Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
TRC Alarms over Attempts to Discredit its Work 

 (Also reported on Star Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
                                              

**** 
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 
Truth Commission alarms: Attempts to discredit its work       
 
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith      
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission says a highly placed individual at the Executive Mansion 
attempting to discredit the work of the commission.  
 
The truth commission said the senior official of government is allegedly heading a campaign for 
Sundaygar Dearboy aimed at discrediting the TRC.  
 
Though the TRC did not call the name of the individual, it described the alleged campaign as 
disappointing.  
 
The TRC said it is aware that the Sunday Dearboy campaign has gone as far as paying witnesses to 
recount their stories in favor of the musician.  
 
The commission also alleged that some of its commissioners and senior staffers have been threatened 
character assassination if they do not drop “Sundaygar Dearboy” issue.   
 
The TRC clarified that it would not be intimidated by what it called any such plastic threats.  
 
The commission said the issue with “Dearboy” is not personal and none of the commissioners is targeting 
him.   
 
The TRC said its inquiry unit has conducted investigations into the Dearboy matter and the singer is being 
processed like any other perpetrator.  
 
The TRC warned that anyone interfering with its work would be fined or would face a jail sentence of not 
less than six months or both. 
 
There have been series of pro-Dearboy publications in the media since the name of the musical star 
surfaced at the hearing of the TRC as one of those who terrorized his people during the hey days of the 
civil war. 
 
Groups of people professing to be citizens of District Number Three in Grand Bassa County visited media 
institutions and said they came to Monrovia to rebut claims that Dearboy committed mayhem when he 
allegedly fought for the disbanded National Patriotic Front of Liberia led by Charles Taylor. 
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 
Executive Mansion comments on TRC allegation       
 
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith      
 
The Executive Mansion says allegations by the TRC that individuals within are spearheading the Michael 
Davis campaign to discredit the TRC is grave.  
 
Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Wleh Badio said the President fully supports the TRC and has no 
reason to protect any one appearing before it.  
 
The Executive Mansion wants the TRC to provide details to enable it take necessary punitive actions 
against people involved.  
 
Mr. Wleh-Badio assured that the President will continue to support the work of the TRC to ensure that it 
is successful.   
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission had accused a highly placed individual at the Executive 
Mansion of attempting to discredit the work of the commission.  
 
The truth commission said the senior official of government is allegedly heading a campaign for 
Sundaygar Dearboy aimed at discrediting the TRC.  
 
Though the TRC did not call the name of the individual, it described the alleged campaign as 
disappointing.  
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Monday, 18 February 2008 
 
Senator Scott wants TRC extend beyond 1979    
    
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith      
 
Maryland County Senator Gloria Scott has called on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to extend 
its work beyond 1979.  
 
Cllr. Scott expressed the need for the TRC to deal with issues that divided Liberians and those that 
erupted into the 1979 rice riot and the 1980 bloody coup.  
 
According to the Maryland County Senator, this will make the TRC work long-lasting and meaningful.  
 
Senator Scott disclosed the Liberian civil war was the results of a section of the population feeling 
marginalized.  
 
She observed this was responsible for the mass destruction and killing of our people.  
 
The Senator spoke during the TRC thematic hearing in Harper City, Maryland County.   
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Daily Nation (Kenya) 
Tuesday, 19 February 2008 
 
What ODM case against State at The Hague means  
 
Story by GITAU GIKONYO   
The Orange Democratic Movement has filed a complaint at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 
The Hague, alleging that the Government has committed the crime of using force against Kenyans 
protesting against the disputed presidential election.   

The opposition party has written to ICC chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-
Ocampo asking the court to investigate claims that the Government, 
through its security agents, is responsible for the killing of protesters in 
Nyanza and Western provinces and parts of Coast.  

In the complaint, ODM names President Kibaki and his Cabinet, among 
others, as the people they want investigated and possibly tried. The move 
comes at a time when efforts are being made by eminent African people, 
led by former UN chief Kofi Annan, to restore peace, and it would have 
serious implications on the initiatives should there be an indictment.   

The first issue is that of individual criminal responsibility versus command 
responsibility. For instance, can a sitting president be individually subjected 
to the ICC jurisdiction? What crimes would he be charged with and what 
implications would this have if it were to happen?   

One of the preconditions for the exercise of jurisdiction by the ICC is membership, and since Kenya 
is a state party the court has jurisdiction to hear the ODM complaint.   

Applicable offences  

The only possible applicable offences are those of genocide and crimes against humanity. This leaves 
the question of individual criminal responsibility versus command responsibility. It is not clear in 
what capacity ODM has named the President and the Cabinet, as well as Roads minister John 
Michuki, police commissioner Hussein Ali, administration police commandant Kinuthia Mbugua and 
his GSU counterpart, Mr Mathew Iteere. However, it does not matter whether they are cited as 
individuals or in their official capacities.   

Under international law individuals may be criminally responsible for acts that constitute crimes 
under international law, regardless of the law of their states. Under Article 25, the court has 
jurisdiction over people and a person is individually responsible for any crime within the ICC 
jurisdiction.   

The underlying basic assumption of individual criminal responsibility is founded upon the principle of 
culpability; that is, no one may be held criminally responsible for acts or transactions which one has 
not personally engaged in, or some other way participated in.   

Thus, the individual responsibility of President Kibaki and the other named government officials 
would have to be established and proved for each to be individually liable to prosecution.   

The doctrine of command responsibility, on the other hand, postulates that individuals in positions of 
authority, whether civilian or military, may incur criminal responsibility on the basis of their de facto 
and de jure positions as superiors. It does not matter that one is a Head of State. The ICC statute 
applies equally to all people without any distinction based on official capacity.   

Former Liberian president 

Charles Taylor. 
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The court’s jurisdiction is also not fettered by any immunity or special procedural rules which may be 
attached to a person’s official capacity under national or international law. A most recent step in the 
trend towards securing international criminal responsibility of high-ranking state officials was the 
arrest of former Liberian president Charles Taylor.  

Thus, since ODM has lodged a complaint to the ICC, the prosecutor will analyse the seriousness of 
the claims and decide if there is need to carry out an investigation and request authorisation from 
the pre-trial chamber. If the chamber finds a reasonable basis of proceeding, it will authorise the 
investigations.   

After the preliminary examination, the prosecutor may conclude that there is no reasonable basis for 
an investigation and inform the people who provided the information.   

After the initiation of investigations a warrant of arrest will be issued at any time if the prosecutor 
applies to the chamber.  However, arresting an indicted person is a protracted diplomatic issue, 
especially where the individual is a Head of State. For instance, on June 4, 2003, a warrant was 
issued for Mr Taylor’s arrest as he travelled to Ghana with Liberian rebel groups for peace talks.   

The order was served on the Ghanaian authorities and transmitted to the international police — 
Interpol. Mr Taylor addressed the peace conference and left abruptly for home aboard a Ghanaian 
plane. The Ghanaian authorities did not arrest him, and it was not until March 29, 2006, when was 
he finally held.  

It should also be noted that investigations are a very slow process, and most of the cases forwarded 
to ICC are eventually dismissed. As of August 2007, the office of the prosecutor had received 2,450 
cases of alleged crimes in more than 141 countries. After an initial review, however, 80 per cent 
were found to be “manifestly outside the jurisdiction of the court”.     

A major hurdle usually faced by a complainant is the issue of complementarity. ICC is intended to 
“complement” the current national judicial systems. Under Article 17, the court can only exercise its 
jurisdiction when national courts are unwilling or unable to investigate or prosecute. State parties 
are expected to implement national legislation to provide for the investigation and prosecution of 
crimes under the court’s jurisdiction.   

Last year, for instance, Corp Donald Payne became the first Briton to be convicted of a war crime. He
had pleaded guilty under ICC to implementing legislation for inhumane treatment of Baha Mousa, an 
Iraqi detainee, following the 2003 invasion of Iraq. He was sentenced to one year in jail and 
dismissed from the army.   

In the current case, all that needs to be proved is that the Government is unwilling or unable 
genuinely to carry out the investigation. Given the personalities that ODM want investigated, it is 
clear that the Government would be both unwilling and unable to genuinely investigate and 
prosecute them. Under the Constitution, for instance, a sitting president is immune from all criminal 
and civil actions. This clearly shows the inability to genuinely investigate and prosecute him under 
the complimentarity principle.  

Serious implications  

As things stand, should President Kibaki and his co-accused be indicted by the ICC, this would have 
serious implications in relation to the current peace initiative as the President would not remain 
committed to the peace search. This is reminiscent of the situation involving Lord’s Resistance Army 
chief Joseph Kony in Uganda. He and his deputies are all indicted by ICC for crimes against 
humanity.   

This is dealing a blow to the peace process going on in the South Sudan city of Juba, with Kony 
reiterating that he will not leave his jungle hideout until the ICC warrants are removed. Similarly, 



 19

 Mr Gikonyo is an advocate of the High Court. 

when he was charged with war crimes and others against humanity, Mr Taylor reacted by warning 
that there would be no peace in Liberia unless the charges against him were dropped.   

Mr Taylor’s trial, however, sets a precedent in that it is the first time a former African Head of State 
has to face an international war crimes tribunal for crimes against humanity. But it is a welcome step
in the emerging efforts to make leaders accountable for their actions. It sends a powerful message 
that warlords ultimately have a price to pay.   
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