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fhe. Pool - Tuesday Tuly 19, 2oos.

By Ibrokim J Sesey

45 meny Sierre Leonssas s7e grvely conoemst about
the security of the Spesis] Court for Sierre Leane once
UNAMSIL would have tef, the Farce Comumander of
the Unitsd Netions Mission @ Sizrrs Leane. Maj Generel
Sajje Akrem has disclosed £z the Special Cotwt will be
sexarred by troops of the Unnited Mations Mission in Libena
(UNMIL), after UNAMSIL lezvas later i year “As
far as the security of the Special Court is concerned,
or: pur departure, ¥ would be glficially kanded over
to UNMIL by the UN security council” He went on
to sey that the prime control of the Special Court
compound would be the respoasiility of UNMIL. “If

the Special Cowrt went fo da their job they need
secerty end I believe that the security would be
provided by the United Naions™ he suid.

In t2rms of ogistics the Force Commander said “asfar

as logistics are coneeredthay will be vaken care of |

by the UN efice in Sierna Leane. " However, the actual
number of secarity parsacoy 10 take over fom UNAMSIL
is not vet known, “but.the Security Cowncil is working
on it and will soon mzfe an annsancement”, the
Force Commander seid. ir e confideut mood, the Force
Commender firther seid “mischisf makers who want
to take acveniape of the siuation will do so ot their
own risk.” '
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armed eppration groups, which Tavier actively sup-

ported.

In 2083, wde the Liberian capitai Monrovia was
under siese by rebels, Tavior was granted asylum in
Nigcria, where he currently resides.

Virs Arbewr recently said there is 2 link between
the purssit 4T justice and the resteration of peace
and order. The Sierra Leoneans and Liberians who
are part #f fis cozlition couldn't asree more. said
Ezekict Pajie. director of the Center for Democratic
Empowerment in Liberia, and other group which is
part of the Csmpaign. Nigeria's refusal to surrender
Charles Teshir to the Special Court stands squarely
in our path se stability and tbe rule of faw.

The Crmprign has stressed that Nigeria's fuilure
10 surrentiee Favior to the Special Court undermines
not only azwpts to confront impunity in West Afri-
can, but skeefforts by the international comemunity
to consalidme stability in the region. There are con-
sistent reports of Tavler's interference in Liberian
politics, dospte the terms of the agreement grant-
ing him as¥iue, which prohibits any such meddling.

UN Seeremars-General Kofi Annun stated in his June

7 report s Liberia that Charles Tavlor us report-
edly in regaler contact with his former business, mili-
tary and gedticul associates in Liberiz and is sus-
pected of wwusoring a variety of presidential candi-
dates sith @ 3w to cnsuring that the next Liberian
Governmen will include his sympethizers. Only days
ago. Liberiy’s Transitiona! Mintster of Justice de-
manded th L arles Tavior's exile desl be review ed.
caiipe that Uharies Tavlor’s exile poses a threat 1o

| iberia an€ the recion dov te the eacessive med-

dling that continues 1o g% on.
in advance of the Africzn 1'nion summit last week, §
the Campaign Against Impunity--which includes .
Amnesty International. Human Rights Watch. and 8
the Open Security Justive Initiative--held press §f
conferences in 15 Africar cities to call for Charles |8
Tavlor's surrender to cnsure justice and stability.
Ir, conjunction with the press conferences. the Cam-
paign issued a declaration wrging the African vaion
to take z2ction o this isse. :
The Campzign asserted that by calling for Tavlor | 5
1o be turned over to tke Special Court, Arbour '
would be standing up on dehalf of justice {or the §
victims of war crimes oszmmitted in Sierra Lzone. i
On March 14, Arbour told the UN Conunission on
FKeman Rights that justice affirms society’s soladar-
ity with the victim, rather than the offender.
While promotiag huwmses rights in West African.
Arboeur must use ker voice to call for Taylor w be §
brought to justice, szid Richard Dickes, directer of B
Human Rights Watch's International Justice Pro-
eram.
The Campzign Against fmpunity urged Arbeur to §
explicitty call for Nigeniz to promptly surrende
Charles Tavior to the Special Court to face trail
This trial must be in accordance with international :
{av and standards guarzntecing the right 1o a fair @
trisk, inclading the presumption of innocence. M ith-8
out Taylor's surreader. jesice for the horrific crimes §°
committed during the Sierra Leone civil zonfhict '2
cannot be realized and building effective yistems 8
for humsn righis cannot be achieved. :




Louxs Arbeur the Umted Nations High Comnussmner ;
for Human Rights has called for the immediate trans
fer of Charles Taylor from Nigeria to stand trial be:
fore the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone !

for war crimes and crimes against humanity, &t

The Humian Rights Commissioner wha was in Sierra Leons on a iour-dav
working visit as pert of ber mission to West Africs, told ‘ipm 1al Court officials

Friduy thar it wes time torjumw m milow its course, thus reiter rating hes f’
support o mc Luurt's efions in securing the arcest 2nd transter of the former
Liberian president g
With the Coun h oidin pi&dwmg conference in September this year in an t

eltempt e obiain corgribations from member sizies to securs funding for the '|§
Court’s operziion bevond 31 Decembrer 2005, Mx. Abour assurad that she will §
give her filies: backing 1o such an initiastive to ensure that the Cuwst cirries out ¥
is mand:.x* W0 the letier
Juring the hour-tone mest ung, the Human Rights Cunniissiconar was briefed b
*wu" officials ol the Courton the progress of the wials and oder salient issues é
Y T B W I -
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