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Agence France-Presse 
Friday, 16 May 2008 
 
Ex-Sierra Leone president praises former rebel leader at trial 
 
FREETOWN (AFP) — Sierra Leone's ex-president, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, on Friday praised ex-rebel 
leader Issa Sesay for his "huge contribution" to ending a civil war when he took the stand during Sesay's 
war crimes trial. 
 
The Special Court for Sierra Leone ordered Kabbah to testify in Sesay's case. Kabbah said the rebel leader 
was "very, very cooperative" during the disarmament process that ended the 1991-2001 conflict. 
 
"He (Sesay) proved to be credible and made a huge contribution to the disarmament process," Kabbah told 
the judges. 
 
The former president, clad in a dark grey suit, was watched by a packed public gallery of some 300 
people. 
 
Kabbah, who was president of Sierra Leone between 1996 and 1997 and again from 1998 to 2007, 
assisted in UN-brokered peace talks with RUF rebels including the late RUF leader Foday Sankoh and 
Sesay. 
 
As the last of the witnesses for Sesay's defence Kabbah spoke of the various Lome Peace meetings in 
1999 which led to signing of the Lome Peace Accord to end the civil war. 
 
He explained how Sankoh was replaced by Sesay, who he said "was obedient and looked a very harmless 
young man and cooperative." 
 
Sesay, a one-time leader of the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF), has been on trial with two other 
RUF leaders since July 2004. 
 
Charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity including unlawful killings, sexual violence, 
abductions, use of child soldiers and attacks on UN personnel, he has pleaded not guilty to all counts. 
 
Prosecutors say RUF fighters committed numerous atrocities. By the time the war ended in 2001, about 
120,000 people had been killed and tens of thousands of others had been mutilated, their arms, legs, ears 
or noses chopped off. 
 
The former president was originally due to testify as a defence witness Thursday but had tried to avoid 
giving evidence in public. His efforts were rejected by judges at the Sierra Leone tribunal. 
 
Finally on the stand one day later, the former president insisted that he was proud of the court and 
"prepared to come any time" is he was called to testify. 
 
In the public gallery there were mixed feelings about Kabbah's court appearance. 
 
"This is history which I did not want to pass by," octogenarian Simon Moriba told AFP. 
 
Saio Turay, who said he had his leg chopped off by rebels in an attack in 2000, said he came to see with 
his own eyes if the former president would take the stand. 
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"I wanted to see whether it was true that Kabbah has been summoned by the court and whether he would 
come," he told AFP. 
 
"The court has given us hope that there is justice." 
 
A former pro-government fighter was bitter that Kabbah had testified for the former rebel leader while he 
previously refused to take the stand to support Sam Hinga Norman, the former leader of the pro-
government Civil Defence Forces (CDF). 
 
Norman is still considered a national hero by many for having fought the RUF rebels, He died in February 
2007 of natural causes in a Dakar military hospital while he was awaiting the outcome of his own war 
crimes trial before the Sierra Leone tribunal. 
 
"Remember he declined to testify for Norman," said the man, who asked not to be identified. 
 
"Now things have gone full circle. I wished he had done the same for Norman as he did today," he said.
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BBC 
Saturday, 17 May 2008 

Kabbah ends honeymoon for 
trial  

Mr Kabbah was married five days 
ago 

Sierra Leone's former President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah has cut 
short his honeymoon to testify at the trial of former rebel leader 
Issa Sesay.  

He said the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader made a huge 
contribution to ending the 10-year civil war.  

"When it came to the disarmament process itself, Issa was very very 
co-operative," he told the UN-backed war crimes court for Sierra 
Leone.  

Prosecutors say the rebels committed numerous atrocities in the war.  

Some 50,000 people were killed and many more maimed and raped during the war which officially ended 
in 2002, when Mr Kabbah and Mr Sesay took part in the ceremonial burning of arms.  

No shows  

Mr Kabbah, 76, who stood down as president eight months ago, appeared as a witness for the defence.  

The BBC's Umaru Fofana in the capital, Freetown, says the defence wants to show that Mr Sesay is a man 
of peace who helped with implementation of the Lome peace agreement which ended the war.  

Mr Kabbah, who got married to Isata Jabbie - about 40 years his junior - five days ago, had been expected 
in court for several weeks, but he had not shown up, our reporter says.  

The defence had asked for more private sessions or for the former president to answer questions by 
statement, both rejected by the judges.  

But when he did come to give evidence, Mr Kabbah was relaxed and smiled in court, our correspondent 
says.  

The Special Court for Sierra Leone, set up in 2002, originally indicted a total of 13 people, but RUF rebel 
leader Foday Sankoh and his deputy commander Sam Bockarie died before they could be tried.  

The trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who the prosecution alleges backed the rebels, is 
being conducted in The Hague because of fears that trying him in West Africa could jeopardise the new-
found peace of Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
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All Headline News 
Friday, 16 May 2008 
 
Sierra Leone's Former President Leaves Honeymoon To Testify For Rebel Warlord 
 
Linda Young - AHN Editor 
 
Freetown, Sierra Leone (AHN) - Sierra Leone's former President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah returned early 
from his honeymoon to testify at a war crimes tribunal Friday where he described former warlord leader 
Issa Sesay as cooperating to end the nation's 10-year civil war. 
 
Kabbah reportedly told the United Nation's-backed war crimes court that Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) leader Sesay was very cooperative in the disarmament process. The war officially ended in 2002 
and Kabbah and Sesay held a ceremony burning of arms to celebrate peace. 
 
The war left 50,000 dead and more than that were maimed and raped. Prosecutors argue that rebels 
committed many war atrocities 
 
Kabbah, who was married five days ago, cut his honeymoon short to come back and testify on behalf of 
Sesay, described the former warlord rebel now on trial as being "very, very cooperative" during the 
nation's disarmament process, according to BBC news reports. 
 
The special court originally indicted 13 people in 2002 and 2003, but RUF rebel leader Foday Sankoh and 
his deputy commander Sam Bockarie died before they reached trial. Former Liberian President Charles 
Taylor is being tried separately in The Hague on charges that he backed the rebels. 



 22

Cocorioko website 
Friday, 16 May 2008 
 
Ex-President Kabbah tells Special Court Issa Sesay's contribution to peace process was crucial    
 
Written by Moses A. Kargbo    
  
Speaking from the witness stand in a jam-packed courtroom, Sierra Leone's former president, Alhaji Dr. 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah told the UN-backed Special Court how RUF indictee Issa Sesay demonstrated 
honesty and commitment in ensuring an end to the country's 10-year civil war. To buttress his claim, Mr. 
Kabbah displayed a photograph which shows the ex-rebel commander shaking hands with him and 
Ambassador Oluyemi Adeniji, former head of the UN mission in the country during the symbolic burning 
of arms at Lungi in January 2001 
 
“Sesay proved to be credible when he agreed to do something. His contribution to the peace process was 
very important as is demonstrated in this," Kabbah told the court, gesturing at the photograph. He 
described the former RUF strongman as 'very cooperative' during the entire disarmament process.  
 
Kabbah said he first met Sesay in 2001 when as president of Sierra Leone to burn weapons in a public 
display marking the end of the war, and that since then, the accused demonstrated real commitment to 
ensuring the final cessation of hostilities.  
 
37-year-old Sesay was indicted in 2003 on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, being 
head of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) following Foday Sankoh's arrest and incarceration in 
Nigeria. He is believed by the court to bear greatest responsibility for atrocities committed by the RUF 
rebels during the war.  
 
His defence has brought in the former head of state to testify in their client's case as they believe his 
testimony might absolve Sesay of charges that he ordered the arrest of UN peacekeepers during the height 
of the civil war.  
 
The defence team, led by lawyer Wayne Jordash argues that, although Sesay was the field commander of 
the rebel forces, he was nonetheless instrumental in ending the decade-long civil war. The trial continues.
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Reuters 
Sunday, 18 May 2008 
 
Taylor trial unique but sends key signal on impunity 
 
By Alexandra Hudson 
 
AMSTERDAM, May 18 (Reuters) - Charles Taylor's war crimes trial has recovered from a shaky start to 
become a model for bringing a former ruler before an international court and has helped send a message that 
the days of impunity are over. 
 
The relatively smooth running of the former Liberian president's trial, on charges of inciting murder, rape and 
terror, has been in marked contrast to the delays and theatrics at trials for former Yugoslav and Iraqi leaders. 
 
Although the mandate of the court trying Taylor, who has pleaded not guilty, is limited to crimes committed in 
Sierra Leone, the U.N.-backed Special Court serves as an example to other tribunals that might try former 
rulers such as the International Criminal Court. 
 
"There is substantial progress in this crucially important trial ... both from a structural assessment and an 
impact assessment," said Elise Keppler of Human Rights Watch. 
 
The ex-Liberian president is the first former African head of state to stand trial in front of any court. 
 
"Taylor is notorious in West Africa and without trying Taylor the feeling was this court would have failed," 
she said. 
 
"The fact he is sitting there, that there is real momentum, and that invaluable information is being put forward 
coupled with disturbing detail of the atrocities, is already a huge contribution to international justice," she said. 
 
The U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone was set up to try those with the greatest responsibility for war 
crimes in the country. More than 250,000 people died in intertwined wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone, 
characterised by brutal attacks on civilians, drug-crazed child soldiers and amputations of limbs. 
 
"It would be unrealistic to expect that we could create ad-hoc tribunals to investigate every situation," said 
Andre de Hoogh, an international law specialist at Groningen University. 
 
It was also unlikely long-seated African leaders could find themselves suddenly on trial for past rights abuses, 
he added. 
 
However, several African countries had ratified the statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), set up in 
2002 in The Hague as the world's first permanent court to try individuals for war crimes. 
 
"Its jurisdiction does not work retroactively, but for conflicts from 2003 onwards we could see the possibility 
of it calling leaders to account." 
 
The court has had mixed success. It is preparing the trials of three Congolese rebel leaders, but arrest warrants 
for two Sudanese suspects -- including a former minister accused over war crimes in Darfur -- have been 
ignored. So have those for Ugandan rebel leaders. 
 
COURT MOMENTUM 
 
Since Taylor's trial began in earnest five months ago, all parties including him, have sought to keep disputes to 
a minimum, unlike in other major war crimes trials. 
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The trial of former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic dragged on for four years, with frequent 
grandstanding by Milosevic, who the judge accused of "wasting time". Milosevic died before a verdict was 
reached. 
 
Although proceedings began dramatically when Taylor failed to show up and demanded more money to fund 
his defence, prompting a six-month delay, the court has now heard 27 of some 72 prosecution witnesses and is 
making steady progress. 
 
Taylor, who pleaded not guilty to all charges, is almost always in attendance in court, listens keenly and makes 
notes. 
 
"Taylor has been much more cooperative than others," said Michael Scharf, an international law professor who 
helped train judges of the Iraqi Special Tribunal. 
 
"Someone like Milosevic or Saddam Hussein would be bombastic in the court room and a real disruption, 
forcing the court to have them removed which makes the trial look unfair." 
 
Granting the long delay, allowing Taylor enough funds to hire a top notch defence lawyer and allowing the 
defence to make their points in court has cut out boycotts and prevented the hurling of insults at witnesses, he 
added. 
 
"This is the first major war crimes trial of a leader where we haven't seen that," Scharf said. 
 
SMOKING GUN? 
 
As trials at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) have shown, prosecutors 
face huge difficulties in convicting leaders and high-ranking officials for command responsibility for crimes. 
 
"The job is not to show that there is a smoking gun, that Charles Taylor ordered each and every crime, but that 
rather he was the head of this." 
 
"Some of the things the prosecution thought they were proving have been undermined by the defence but at the 
end of the day they are getting the job done," Scharf said. 
 
Taylor's defence counsel, Courtney Griffiths, disagrees and says prosecution witnesses' evidence is not 
standing up to scrutiny. 
 
While an acquittal for Taylor or only a minor conviction would cause huge disappointment to victims in Sierra 
Leone it need not be a loss for justice, experts said. 
 
"For international justice in the big sense it is a good thing if the judges can be so impartial and fair as to 
acquit him partially or wholly if that is where the evidence leads," Scharf said. 
 
"The victims will be outraged, and the historic narrative will be muddied but it doesn't mean that there weren't 
atrocities in Sierra Leone," said Scharf. 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

16 May 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
In Day Two of Testimony, Blah outlines ‘Extra-judicial killings’ by Taylor’s Forces 
(New Democrat, The Analyst, The News, Parrot, Public Agenda)  
 

• Former President Moses Blah continues for the second day his testimony against his former 
boss, Charles Taylor standing trial in The Hague.  

• Mr. Blah spoke of extra-judicial killings in the now defunct National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
and some Liberians affiliated with the rebel movement.  

• He identified the prominent Liberians as Chief Cyril Allen, Grace Minor and Benoni Urey.  
• Mr. Blah however, made it clear that he has no knowledge about how those Liberians assisted 

Mr. Taylor as regards the war in Sierra Leone. 
 
World Bank Approves US$11 Million for Liberia 
(Daily Observer)  

 
• The World Bank has approved a US$11 million International Development Association (IDA) 

grant to the government of Liberia to improve the efficiency and transparency in its financial 
and human resource management. 
 

MRU Leaders End Summit with Formula for Stability  
(New Democrat, The Analyst, The News, Parrot, Public Agenda)  
 

• a one-day Summit of Heads of States and Government of the Mano River Union (MRU) ended 
successfully in Monrovia with President Johnson Sirleaf advancing a formula for stability in the 
MRU basin.  

• The MRU, which groups Liberia, Sierra Leone Guinea and now Ivory Coast, ended the summit 
with a commitment to ensure peace and stability and address the global food crisis. 

• A communiqué signed by the MRU leaders mandated the secretariat of the Union to include in 
its programme projects to address issues of peace and security. 

• The issues include the control of small arms and light weapons in the region and other peace 
building measures and authorized the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security to 
meet in a month’s time and formulate concrete proposals and action plans.  
 

U.S. Government Advisor Targets Liberian Businesses 
(The News) 

 
• [sic] A seminar on “How to Build a Business Plan” for small and medium enterprises in Liberia 

gets underway on Monday at the American Library, a U.S. Embassy release said on Thursday. 
Dr. Sharon T. Freeman, a U.S. government advisor on commerce and trade will conduct the 
seminar from Monday to Wednesday. According to the release, Dr. Freeman has “extensive 
experience in Africa helping businesses develop the plans they need to succeed”. Dr. Freeman 
is also a specialist in developing strategies to promote the growth and export development 
potential of small, minority and women-owned firms in different regions of the world.  In 
addition to meeting with Liberian business stakeholders and conducting seminar, Dr. Freeman 
is expected to give two public lectures on maximizing business at the Ricks Institute in 
Virginia on Tuesday and at the American Library on Thursday.  
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Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 

MRU Leaders Signed Joint Communiqué on Peace and Stability 
(also reported on ELBC, Truth FM)  
 
Former Transitional Chairman Now Expected in Court Today 

• Former Transitional Chairman Gyude Bryant is expected in court today in Monrovia and is to
appear with former Speaker Edwin Snowe, Senator Richard Divine, Mr. Shieka Sheriff and 
Andy Quamie for economic crime. 

• The media yesterday reported that the former officials were due in court. 
• Last Friday, government jointly indicted the men last for allegedly embezzling nearly 

US$1million from the Liberia Petroleum Refining Company during the transitional period and 
charged them with theft and economic sabotage. 

• The men were released to Episcopal Bishop, Jonathan Hart until they got their bail bond 
which was expected to be done yesterday. 

• This is the second indictment facing Mr. Bryant. He was earlier indicted for embezzling US$1
million while serving as transitional chairman. 

• Meanwhile, the trial of former Finance Minister Lusene Kamara, Tugbeh Doe, and Pyne Wollo
indicted for economic crimes is expected to begin next Monday.  

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 

 
Former President Blah Continues Testimony Against Former Boss 

 
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
                                                         ***** 
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The News (Liberia) 
Friday, 16 May 2008 
 
Blah Digs Into Taylor's Bloody Past 
 
Monrovia 
 
On the second day of his testimony, ex-Liberian President Moses Blah has told the war crimes court in The Hague 
that former President Charles Taylor rejected complaints from Sierra Leone rebels about atrocities committed by his 
fighters. 
 
Mr. Blah said RUF rebel leader Foday Sankoh personally complained to Mr. Taylor about the rape, looting and 
killings committed allegedly by Liberians helping the RUF in Sierra Leone. 
 
According to Mr. Blah, "he [Taylor] said this kind of thing must happen when you're fighting war." 
 
The RUF had a reputation for brutality, such as chopping off the arms and legs of civilians, as well as killing and 
raping. The RUF rebels were also notorious for mutilating civilians. 
 
Mr. Blah told the war crimes court Thursday that his former boss responded by threatening to withdraw his troops 
from neighboring Sierra Leone if complaints about atrocities were not halted. Mr. Blah, who briefly succeeded Mr. 
Taylor as President, is the most senior figure to testify in The Hague. 
 
Mr. Taylor faces 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He is accused of helping Sierra Leone's 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels in their brutal conflict with the government. 
 
Mr. Blah informed the court that Mr. Taylor mediated in arguments between the rebels. He said on one occasion a 
rebel commander disagreed with the Liberian President's judgment, but said he had to accept "the chief's decision". 
 
Mr. Blah said RUF fighters tried to help Mr. Taylor's forces against Liberia's LURD rebels, who eventually forced 
him from power in 2003. 
 
Mr. Taylor sat in court taking notes during his former deputy's testimony. 
 
Earlier Mr. Blah disclosed that the commander of one of Mr. Taylor's units in Liberia "had a habit of eating fellow 
human beings". 
 
Blah said he saw Nelson Gaye roasted a human hand on a fire, ate it with boiled cassava and noted that Gaye's 
Marine unit was one of Taylor's forces which, he was told, should not be pursued if they committed atrocities. 
 
As Mr. Blah took the witness stand on Monday, he was careful not to look at the man he served for nearly 20 years. 
 
He gave the court a detailed account of Mr. Taylor's bloody rise to power and acknowledged the use of child 
soldiers. 
 
Mr. Blah became Vice President of Liberia in 2000, and President after Taylor was forced into exile in 2003. 
However, he was only president for two months, until October 2003, when a United Nations-backed transitional 
government was sworn in. 
 
Moses Blah continues with his testimony. 
 
The prosecutor Stephen Rapp ("PO") continues the direct examination of former Liberian vice-president Moses 
Blah ("WW"). 
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PO: I would like to go back to yesterday: you mentioned your flight from Burkina Faso to Liberia. Why did you 
obtain the sheep? 
 
WW: We did not have that type of sheep in Liberia. 
 
PO: Why did you need the sheep? 
 
WW: We had a farm. 
 
PO: Did you still have farm when you were ambassador? 
 
WW: Yes. 
 
PO: What is current status of this farm? 
 
WW: I still have the farm and work there myself. 
 
PO: What was the reason for your trip to Burkinabe president Blaise Compoare? 
 
WW: I had to deliver a message and bring back the response to Taylor. 
 
PO: Was this an oral message? 
 
WW: Yes, orally. 
 
PO: What was the message? 
 
WW: I had to say that Mr. Taylor still saw Compaore as his friend. Although he had difficulties, he should still 
remember him to be a friend. 
 
PO: What was the response of Compaore? 
 
WW: Compaore was not happy with the way that the friendship had been going. He was no longer happy with the 
relationship. He said he had risking his life for Mr. Taylor. 
 
PO: What do you think he meant with risking his life? 
 
WW: He had been helping Mr. Taylor, for instance with shipping consignments. 
 
PO: What did these consignments consist of? 
 
WW: Arms and ammunition. 
 
PO: In Burkina Faso you met Mr. Cisse and Grace Minor, did you know that they would be there? 
 
WW: No. 
 
PO: Did they inform you of their mission. 
 
WW: No, Mr. Cisse told me in a joke that Mr. Taylor was running a Russian government. They all laughed over it. 
 
PO: What did you think about the joke? 
 
WW: I think too many people were send there. They did not know what the others, who were on different missions, 
where after. 
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PO: What was Mr. Taylor after? 
 
WW: I did not know. 
 
PO: Can you tell us what happened with the cargo? 
 
WW: The cargo was offloaded on Roberts International airport. There were several trucks in a long row. 
 
PO: What kinds of trucks were present? 
 
WW: It was long trucks, used for transportation in Liberia. 
 
PO: Who did the offload? 
 
WW: Soldiers of NPFL group, I did not know who. They did it very fast. 
 
PO: Was there any international presence? 
 
WW: Not at that moment. 
 
PO: Were the persons you met in Burkina Faso (three), who were on different missions, also on the plane? 
 
WW: No, only Mr. Cisse was on the plane. Ms. Minor stayed in Burkina Faso because she was afraid. 
 
PO: Did she tell you why she was afraid? 
 
WW: No, I do not know. 
 
PO: In what year did the shipment occur? 
 
WW: I can not record the date. 
 
PO: It was at the time you were in Liberia, right? When were you in Liberia normally? 
 
WW: I was in Liberia during June, July and August. That is because of the terrible raining months in Libya. After 
the raining months, I returned to Libya. I was always in Libya the other months. I was always home when it was 
cold. 
 
PO: Did you know where the weapons went? 
 
WW: They were offloaded. I know as a member of the NPFL where they went. They were usually brought to the 
back office of Mr. Taylor's house, White Flower. 
 
PO: Is this the same as the Executive Mansion? 
 
WW: No, that is different. There was only one White Flower; the residence of Mr. Taylor. Even if he changed 
houses. 
 
PO: Was there ever more than one White Flower? 
 
WW: Yes, at the time he built his new house at Tubman Boulevard. The old house, he still lived in and the new 
house were both White Flower. 
 
PO: Which location did you refer to regarding the weapons? 
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WW: That was this new house. Underground there was a secret place where the weapons were put. 
 
PO: Was Taylor at the time of the shipment in his new mansion? 
 
WW: Yes, he was there. 
 
PO: Where did the weapons go after White Flower? 
 
WW: No idea. The weapons were normally distributed to the different units. 
 
PO: Have you any knowledge of any shipment of arms from Liberia to Sierra Leone? 
 
WW: No. 
 
PO: What was the security situation in Liberia? 
 
WW: There were rumors of war. It was a very tense situation. The war had however not reached Monrovia. 
 
PO: Were there any other forces active in Liberia? 
 
WW: Ulimo-J and Ulimo-K. 
 
PO: So, there were no other forces than those? 
 
QWW: No other forces. NPFL was of course also active. 
 
PO: Which groups were threatening the government of Mr. Taylor? 
 
WW: Ulimo-K and -J. 
 
PO: How where the shipments paid for? 
 
WW: No idea. 
 
PO: Were you during vice president / ambassador aware of any other shipments? 
 
WW: Yes, in particular one shipment during my vice presidency. Mr. Taylor was not there, people thought he 
disappeared. Suddenly Mr. Taylor appeared. There were rumors of a large plane with weapons. 
 
PO: When did this occur? 
 
WW: At the end of my vice presidency. 
 
PO: And during your early time as vice president? 
 
WW: I was at my office of vice president and did not know of any shipments of weapons. 
 
PO: Did you investigate the weapons' shipments? 
 
WW: No, but I remember that at Roberts international airport a plane crashed. 
 
PO: Did you go there? 
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WW: Yes, I went there. There were a lot of explosions. It was dangerous to go there so I waited. Afterwards I drove 
to the main airport. I saw two white men carried into ambulances. They had Ukranian passports. One died and one 
got wounded. 
 
PO: So you are aware of three shipments to Roberts International Airport. Was any other airport used? 
 
WW: No, I would not know which one. 
 
PO: Let's go back for a moment. Before your vice presidency. Did any shipments come in by air? 
 
WW: No, not that I know of. 
 
PO: I now would like to discuss the individuals in the Taylor government. Mussa Cisse, what was his role? 
 
WW: He was chief of protocol in the executive mansion. 
 
PO: What were his responsibilities? 
 
WW: He had to receive guests and to inform the president of who was going in and out. Sometimes he was sent on 
missions. 
 
PO: Did he have an informal role also? 
 
WW: Mussa Cisse was a friend of the president. The first time I met him he was a friend of Taylor, who met him in 
Ouagadougou. He is a Mandingo (tribe). 
 
PO: What was the position Mandingos in Liberia? 
 
WW: The Mandingos were against Taylor, except Cisse. 
 
PO: What was the role of Grace Minor? 
 
WW: She was a friend of the president. Later she became senior senator, of Montserrado County, where Monrovia 
is located. 
 
PO: What kind of assignments did Taylor give her? 
 
WW: There were two senators of each country. She was closed to the president. What ever the president wanted she 
was prepared to do. She was always present at the president's request. 
 
PO: Did you ever meet her informally? 
 
WW: Yes. Grace gave me 300.000 USD for transportation to Liberia, when I stopped in Abidjan. I was on my way 
to Libya. 
 
PO: Did any other women handle such financial affairs? 
 
WW: There was Kiddiatua Finley. 
 
PO: Any other women? 
 
WW: No. 
 
PO: Are you familiar with Martina Johnson? 
 



 32

WW: Yes, she was at the military side during the war. 
 
PO: And after the war? 
 
WW: After the war she got a job at the Roberts international airport. 
 
PO: Who did Taylor rely on in finance? 
 
WW: When I was president, I relied on the minister who was in charge of finance. Taylor did rely on the minister 
also. 
 
PO: Who was the first Finance Minister? 
 
WW: I do not recollect his name. All money you obtained from the Finance Minister had to be signed for. He only 
gave money at signing. Nathanial Barnes was Minister of Finance at the time. When Mr. Taylor requested money, 
he said he had to sign for it too. Subsequently he was fired. 
 
PO: Who succeeded him? 
 
WW: I think it was Charles Bright. 
 
PO: How was he appointed? 
 
WW: All cabinet ministers were appointed by the president. 
 
PO: You mentioned the LPRC yesterday, who headed that? 
 
WW: First Cyril Allen, secondly Bell, subsequently Dumba. 
 
PO: What was the role of Taylor in the LPRC? 
 
WW: I do not know. 
 
PO: Liberia is known for its flags on vessels. Who handled the flags for shipping? 
 
WW: The Maritime Bureau. 
 
PO: Who headed this? 
 
WW: Mr. Benonina Urey. This bureau had its headquarters in London. 
 
PO: Where did the money go? 
 
WW: When I became president I investigated this on the basis of receipts. There was nothing there. It had been paid 
in advance to the President Taylor, according to the Finance Minister. 
 
PO: Who appointed the head of this office? 
 
WW: The president. 
 
PO: Do you know if there were officers that were bringing in funds for Liberian government? 
 
WW: No. 
 
PO: Do you know Talal Al Nadi? 
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WW: Yes, he is a friend of the president. 
 
PO: What was his business? 
 
WW: He was a big boss. He was involved in building materials, fishing companies, a lot of business. 
 
PO: Let's go back to yesterday; to your meeting with Gaddafi. Gaddafi asked about men trained in Liberia. You said 
you lied, how? 
 
WW: I said that I was only an Ambassador. Targa Wunti was Ambassador in Guinea. Not all people I mentioned 
however were working for the government. 
 
PO: Did you keep track of the men that were trained with you? 
 
WW: Yes. We belonged to the same ethnic group. They were around when there were difficulties. 
 
PO: Have you made a list of these men? 
 
WW: Yes, we made a list. Sometimes there were also forces from Libya. We had to know who was NPFL and who 
was involved. So we would know who was lying. 
 
PO: [presents list to WW] Do your recognize this list? 
 
WW: Yes. 
 
PO: Who created this list? 
 
WW: This list was drawn from training to know who was in the group of the NPFL. 
 
PO: Can this list be marked for identification? 
 
Court: Yes, this can be marked for identification, 5 pages with names. 
 
PO: The first name on the list is Charles Taylor. Further names are sometimes marked with X's. What is the reason 
for that? 
 
WW: These people are killed during time of war. 
 
PO: Who placed X's? 
 
WW: I, Moses Blah. 
 
PO: Copper Miller, number 2, has been X-ed. 
 
WW: He left and tried to establish his own organization. Taylor set up an investigation and he was arrested. He was 
taken to Burkina Faso, together with Augustus Wright (number 3). 
 
PO: Do you know what happened to them? 
 
WW: They were taken there so they could not return to Liberia. In a clash between our troops and Prince Johnson, 
Miller was killed. He was killed in a fight. The order to move into the base of Prince Johnson was of Taylor. 
Augustus was executed because he had a weapon on him when his was in the presence of Taylor. 
 
PO: Who authorized this execution? 
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WW: Taylor authorized all executions in NPFL. Wright was arrested because of carrying a weapon. Probably 
Taylor ordered his execution. 
 
PO: Where was this? 
 
WW: LAMCO (Liberian American Mining Company) Jecepa. Where the iron ore mines are. He was executed 
there. 
 
PO: And number 58, Dogoleh, the former vice-president (before Blah). How did he die? 
 
WW: He was sick. Taylor sent him to France for medication. He was taken to Abidjan. Afterwards, there were 
rumors that Mr. Taylor beat him and that he died because of that. I do not know where these rumors came from. 
 


