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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

UNIOSIL SUPPORTS REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTING THE TRUTH & RECONCILIATION 
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS IN SIERRA LEONE 

 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 19 November 2007 --- The Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone, in 
collaboration with UNIOSIL and a number of civil society groups is organizing a Stakeholders 
Conference on the Status of Implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
Recommendations.  
 
This Conference will be held from 19 to 20 November 2007, in Freetown, and is conceptualized around 
ongoing collective efforts by the Government and people of Sierra Leone and their international partners 
to disseminate and give greater visibility to the TRC Report, to sensitize the public on its key findings and 
to facilitate their implementation. 
 
Most importantly, within the context of the post-conflict, nation-building and peace consolidation process 
currently underway, the Conference is not only to create a forum for interface between the main actors on 
the TRC but will present the opportunity for all stakeholders to be informed on the recommendations that 
have been implemented thus far, those still pending and strategize on the way forward.  
 
It is also anticipated that this forum will create the opportunity for greater citizen engagement towards a 
further strengthening of the legal, judicial, institutional and administrative mechanisms, as well as cultural 
and democratic values, vital to entrenching the climate conducive to broader respect for, promotion and 
protection of human rights in Sierra Leone.  
 
It is envisioned that the resolutions reached at this Conference will immensely contribute to greater 
citizenry interest on the findings of the TRC and further facilitate the implementation of all the 
recommendations as contained in the TRC Report. 
 
 

***** 
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 16 November 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 

International Clips on West Africa 

AP 11/15/2007 12:50:55  
New president for diamond-rich Sierra Leone  
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (AP) - Thousands cheered Thursday as Ernest Bai Koroma was inaugurated 
as this war-battered country's newest president. He vowed to fight the corruption that has kept 
diamond-rich Sierra Leone in the ranks of the world's poorest nations. 'I will exercise zero tolerance 
toward corruption,' the 54-year-old Koroma said.  
Local Media – Newspaper      

Police Storm Coast Guard Base 
(The Analyst) 

• Residents of the Coast Guard Base on Bushrod Island, most of them former personnel of the 
Liberia National Coast Guard and the Armed Forces of Liberia yesterday resisted attempts by 
members of the Liberia National Police to evict them from the base. About seven officers of 
the LNP and UNMIL, apparently acting on the orders of the Ministry of National Defense went 
to the base to have the retired and former personnel of the Coast Guard division of the AFL 
evicted. 

 
Four Transport Ministry Officials Dismissed 
(Daily Observer) 

• Four Transport Ministry officials have been dismissed for unauthorized actions and extortion 
of money from vehicles drivers. Inspectors Christian Cooper, Ralph Jacobs and William Swen 
were dismissed for setting up road blocks in Kakata and the 15-Gate area. A Transport 
Ministry release says the inspectors impounded vehicles, removed license plates and extorted 
money in their unauthorized inspection.   

 
Road Rehabilitation Work Begins 
(Daily Observer) 

• Government will today formally launch the rehabilitation of the Monrovia-Buchanan Highway 
and streets in Monrovia. President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf will grace the ceremony to mark the 
roads rehabilitation programme to be held in Monrovia.The Ministry of Public Works said it 
has put in place a traffic management plan in collaboration with the Liberia National Police. In 
a statement issued by the ministry, vehicles heading to Central Monrovia would travel by way 
of 19th Street to Russell and Cheeseman Avenues. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

 
Drug Enforcement Agency Arrests Ex-Soldier for Selling Marijuana 

• According to a release, the Drug Enforcement Agency yesterday arrested one Emmanuel 
Plato, a so-called ex-soldier of the Armed Forces of Liberia for allegedly selling and 
distributing marijuana at the Fiamah Market in Sinkor. The Agency noted that Emmanuel was 



also arrested with 27 wraps of drug valued at LD$270;  a military police helmet and a 
Motorola handset.  

     (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
Deactivated Soldiers Appreciate Job Creation Initiatives 

• An alliance of deactivated security personnel said that it appreciates the initiatives being 
taken to create jobs but calls for concrete action to settle their arrears. The alliance chairman,
Norrison Kanyen told reporters that they would not wave months of arrears owed them by 
Government.  

• Mr. Kanyen assured Government of a peaceful Christmas celebration but called on President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to speedily address the issue of the arrears.  

    (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
US-based Law Firm Donates Law Books to Finance Ministry 

• The Jim Blake’s Law Firm in the United States yesterday donated 14 cartoons of law books to 
the Ministry of Justice. Mr. Nathan Miller, Program Officer of the International Senior Lawyers 
Project said that 
 the donation is in appreciation of the hospitality accorded Mr. Blake during his six-week visit 
to Liberia. According to Mr. Miller, Mr. Blake promised to assist in strengthening the Justice 
Ministry.  

• For his part, Solicitor-General Tiawon Gonglo commended Mr. Blake for the donation and that 
the Ministry would continue to count on its foreign partners in ensuring improvement in the 
justice system of post-conflict Liberia.  

    (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL 
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access 
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. 
Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
 



Associated Press 
Monday, 19 November 2007 
 
Former Khmer Rouge leader arrested  
      
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- Khieu Samphan, the former Khmer Rouge head of state, was arrested 
Monday by a U.N.-backed genocide tribunal after being taken from a hospital where he was being treated 
following a stroke, officials said. 
 
Police escorted Khieu Samphan from a Phnom Penh hospital, where he had been admitted Wednesday. 
They held his arms for support and led him to a police car, which sped away in a convoy of a half dozen 
police vehicles. 
 
"Khieu Samphan, the former head of state of Democratic Kampuchea was arrested," said tribunal 
spokesman Reach Sambath, referring to the official name of Cambodia during the Khmer Rouge regime. 
 
Khieu Samphan's arrest by a U.N.-backed genocide tribunal has been widely expected. The tribunal 
already has arrested four of his colleagues to face trial for atrocities during the regime's 1975-79 rule that 
led to the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million people.



Justice Initiative 
Friday, 16 November 2007 
Press Release 
 
Arrests Highlight Need for Reform at Khmer Rouge Court  
 
 ~ New Report Urges Donors to Lead Improvement of ECCC ~ 
 
 New York, November 16, 2007—This week's arrest of two high level Khmer Rouge leaders, Ieng Sary and 
Ieng Thirith, marks a significant step forward for Cambodia's war crimes tribunal, the Open Society 
Justice Initiative said today. 
 
 But in a report released today, the Justice Initiative urges the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia (ECCC) to take immediate action to improve the court's functioning and calls upon donor states and 
the United Nations to take more assertive action to ensure that needed reform takes place. 
 
 "Additional donor funds alone will not contribute to the success of the court," said Robert O. Varenik, the 
Justice Initiative's acting executive director. "For the court to succeed in its historic task, international donors 
and the United Nations must take immediate, concrete steps to address shortcomings in the court's 
administration and leadership." 
 
 Ieng Sary and Ieng Thirith, the first husband and wife to be charged by an international court, were arrested at 
their Phnom Penh home on November 12 and taken into the ECCC's custody. Ieng Sary was deputy prime 
minister and foreign minister of Democratic Kampuchea during the Khmer Rouge rule between 1975 and 
1979. He is charged with crimes against humanity and war crimes. His wife, Ieng Thirith, was minister of 
social affairs and education and is charged with crimes against humanity. 
 
 These arrests come in advance of the ECCC's appeal to donor states for an estimated $45 million in additional 
funding to ensure the trials can continue through 2010. They underscore the significant 
strides the court is making and why it should be supported by the international community. But in its new 
report, Critical Issues Surrounding the Fundraising Drive of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia, available here {http://www.justiceinitiative.org/db/resource2?res_id=103943}, the Justice Initiative 
urges states to condition future funding on demonstrated results addressing administrative, transparency, and 
leadership problems at the court. 
 
 According to the Justice Initiative's latest report, the ECCC needs to: 
 
 • Effectively address corruption allegations, minimize translation backlogs, institute best practices in human 
resource management, and prepare the courtroom and other physical structures for trial; 
 
 • Increase transparency through the more frequent release of public information about the court's operations; 
 
 • Develop an active management oversight group to ensure all donor funds are administered effectively and 
efficiently; and 
 
 • Work with a UN-appointed special advisor to the court, to assist with administrative and management 
reforms and monitor their effectiveness. 
 
 "These arrests highlight the urgent need for the ECCC to address crucial issues affecting the court's 
administrative efficiency and its ability to meet international fair trial standards," said Varenik. "International 
donors who are supporting the court should link future donations to the court's efforts to address these 
challenges urgently and effectively." 


